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SALUTATORY. 
With  the  new  year  we  send  a  word  of 
friendly  greeting  to  the  practitioners  of  the 
mo6t  beneficent  art  of  healing-Homoeopathy. 
Permit  us  to  congratulate  you  on  the  present 
position  of  the  science;  on  the  frequent  re- 
cruiting of  your  ranks  by  men  of  worth  and 
talent  from  the  other  schools  of  practice; 
that  the  declensions  can  hardly  count  as  one 
where  theie  are  a  hundred  accessions;  that 
our  medical  schools  are  flourishing,  the  Col- 
leges, not  graduating  physicians  fast  enough 
to  supply  the  demands  for  educated  Homoe- 
opathic practitioners;  that  although,  unjustly 
deprived  of  official  recognition  in  army  ap- 
pointments, opportunity  has  still  heen  afforded 
of  showing  that  the  mortality  under  Homceo- 
pathic  treatment  is  not  one  half  of  that  under 
Allopathic  drugging;  that  its  superiority  in 
general  practice  is  demonstrated  everywhere, 
and  very  generally  acknowledged  by  a  re- 
spectable proportion  of  the  most  refined  and 
intelligent;  thit  your  Vjteratare  is  enriched  | 


month  hy  month  hy  writings  of  sterling  value; 
that  your  journals  retain  their  position,  and 
increase  their  circulation. 

As  a  candidate  for  your  favor  we  send  yov 
the  "  Homoeopathic  Observer."  Without  in- 
terfering with  the  sphere  of  the  larger  joum 
als,  we  hope  to  supply  a  need  which  has  beer 
felt  by  many  Physicians. 

We  shall  not  aim  to  reach  the  popular  ear 
but  rather  strive  to  present  a  publication  that 
shall  be  really  useful  to  the  Profession,  offer- 
ing a  frequent  and  accessible  medium  foi 
communication  with  the  great  body  of  oui 
fraternity  in  the  United  States  and  British 
Provinces.  Correspondence  is  solicited,  and 
any  paper  of  value  to  the  practitioners  oi 
our  true  art  of  healing  will  find  a  welcome 
in  these  columns.  Articles  advocating  the 
use  of  the  higher  potencies,  or  those  re- 
commending the  use  of  the  lower  exclu- 
sively, or  others,  favoring  both,  will  all  be 
received;  and  criticisms,  regarding  high  or 
low  dilutions,  will  always  find  a  place,  if  not 
written  in  a  hypercritical  spirit.  Practical 
papers  will  always  be  preferred  to  controver- 
sial or  theoretical.  We  shall,  however,  favor 
the  freest  interchange  of  sentiment,  opinion 
and  experience,  that  the  cause  may  be  ad- 
vanced and  society  benefitted. 

Our  Physicians  are  making  cures  every 
day  with  new  remedies,  or  new  modes  of  ap- 
plication of  old  ones,  these  are  much  in 
advance  of  the  directions  of  the  books,  and 
their  publication  would  add  to  our  knowledge 
very  materially,  yet  these  every-day  workers 
cannot  be  induced  to  sit  down  and  prepare 
comprehensive  articles,  embracing  their  ex- 
perience, fit  for  publication  in  a  mA&f^^% 
quarterly,  they  ahniYklrom  x\TA«T\a^\\i\t^^ 
in  the  "  HomoBopalYuc  Oba^t^w ''  \^«^\ii! 
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a  medium  presenting  articles  just  as  brief  as 
they  wisbt  Concise  and  pertinent  remark 
will  always  be  appreciated,  and  such  are 
frequently  the  most  suggestive  in  character. 
Let  those,  however,  who  have  leisure  and 
ability  send  us  elaborate  essays  or  long  lec- 
tures. 

The  Observer  will  note  whatever  appears 
in  the  current  literature  that  is  likely  to  in- 
terest our  physicians.  Without  depreciating 
old  and  well  proved  medicines,  etc.,  we  will 
endeavor  to  keep  well  posted  up  in  relation 
to  new  boolis,  new  instruments  and  new  rem- 
edies. We  shall  devote  particular  attention 
to  provings,  &c.,  of  our  indigenous  medical 
plants. 

We  propose  printing  for  one  dollar  per  year 
over  one  third  the  amount  of  matter  con- 
tained in  the  three  dollar  journals.  If  sub- 
scriptions cover  the  cost  of  printing,  we 
shall  exclude  advertisements  from  the  body 
of  the  Observer,  and  insert  them  in  a  neat 
cover  that  can  be  thrown  aside  in  binding. 

The  present  number  is  sent  to  the  practi- 
tioners of  Homoeopathy  with  the  fraternal  re- 
gards of  the  publisher.  If  you  desire  to 
support  the  Observer,  please  to  forward 
your  subscription,  and  to  make  it  worthy  of 
•exlensive  patronage,  write  for  it  as  frequently 
as  you  have  matter  of  interest  to  communi- 
cate. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

We  have  several  very  interesting  commu- 
nications which  we  have  been  obliged  to  defer 
until  the  next  number,  on  account  of  giving 
80  much  space  to  the  report  of  the  Michigan 
Homoeopathic  Institute. 


MICHIGAN  HOM(EOPATHI0  INSTITUTE. 

Minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  Michigan 
Homoeopathic  Institute,  held  at  Kalamazoo 

on   Wednesday    the    28rd    of    September, 
1863. 

Present :— Doctors  L.  M.  Jones,  A.  Bagley, 
J.  D.  Craig,  John  Doy,  Smith  Rogers,  John 
E.  Smith,  Orrin  Fowle,  A.  R.  Ball,  J.  R. 

Hyde,  E.  S.  Roberts,  I.  N.  Eldridge  and  E. 
-4.  Ziodge, 


Dr.  A.  Bagley  was  unanimously  chosen 
President  pro.  tem. 

Roll  of  members  called  by  the  Secretary. 

The  reading  of  minutes  of  previous  meet, 
ing  was,  on  motion,  dispensed  with. 

The  following  physicians  were  admitted  to 
membership  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  Insti- 
tute :  J,  D.  Craig,  M.  D.,  John  E.  Smith,  M. 
D. ;  A.  Farnsworth,  M.  D. ;  Orrin  Fowle,  M. 
D. ;  A.  R.  Ball,  M.  D.;  S.  N.  Coons,  M.  D. 

A  paper  on  the  "  Homceopathic  Law  of 
Cure  "  by  J.  M.  Long,  M.  D.,  was  read  and 
ordered  to  be  placed  upon  the  files  for  con- 
sideration. 

Dr.  Bagley  of  committee  on  Diphtheria, 
said  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  present  a 
written  report  on  this  disease,  but  would 
state  verbally  that  he  believed  there  was  a 
lack  of  definite  knowledge  concerning  its 
pathology.  Was  not  the  disease  misnamed 
diphtheria'?  The  deposit  does  not  always 
occur.  In  some  of  the  most  fatal  cases  all 
the  phenomena  of  the  disease  are  present 
except  the  deposit.  Was  not  the  deposit  a 
mere  symptom  of  the  disease  itself?  He 
considered  that  it  was  a  constitutional 
malady.  Four  remedies  had  been  prescribed 
by  him  with  good  success  —  Belladonna, 
Proto-iodide  Mercury,  Tartar  emetic  and 
Arsenicum.  He  wished  to  elicit  discussion 
on  the  subject. 

Dr.  John  Doy  stated  that  he  had  treated 
but  four  or  five  cases  of  true  diphtheria  dur- 
ing  the  last  two  years.  These  he  attended 
closely,  admhiistering  Aconite  and  Belladon- 
na, second  of  each  alternately  every  two 
hours.  Inflammatory  synaptoms  soon  subsided 
then  he  prescribed  Hepar  sulphur,  Mercuiius 
vivus  and  sometimes  Biniodideof  Mercury, 
second  attention  of  each,  every  two  hours. 
These  means  were  successful  in  every  case. 
He  stated  his  surprize  that  there  were  no  re- 
ports of  Laryngitis,  Tonsillitis  or  Gangrenous 
angina  now— every  throat  case  was  called 
diphtheria. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Craig  had  treated  many  cases 
with  invariable  success  using  Tincture  of 
Aconite  root  and  Belladonna  at  first,  then 
Belladonna  and  Biniodide  Mercury  second  ; 
Bichromate  of  Potash  was  also  used. 
Dr.  I.  N.  Eldiidge  related- the  treatment 
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of  seven  cases — three  of  which  came  under 
his  treatment  hefore  he  had  ever  heard  of 
snch  a  disease  as  Diphtheria.    They  occurred 
Just  previous  to  the  reports  of  that  malady 
as  it  appeared  in  Albany,  N.  Y.     The  three 
cases  occurred  in  the  same  family ;  the  first 
was  a  little  boy  of  two  years, — ^had  a  violent 
chill  followed  by  high  fever,  sore  throat  with 
rigidity  of  jaws  so  that  the  teeth  could  not 
be  separated  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch, 
this  circumstance  prevented  an  examination 
of  the  throat,  he  had  rattling  respiration, 
great  fetor  of  breath   with  a  constant  dis- 
charge of  a  soapy  offensive  mucus  from  the 
nostrils  and  comers  of  the  mouth.    Prescrib- 
ed Aeon.  Bell,  and  Tart-emet  all  of  second  at- 
tenuation, these  remedies  subdued  the  fever 
and  relieved  in  a  great  measare  the  breathing 
and  secretion  and  flow  of  mucus.  By  this  time 
two  other  members  of  the  family  were  taken 
with  chill,  followed  by  a  high  fever  with  sore 
throats;  on  examination,  found  great  redness 
and  a  leathery  membrane  covering  almost 
the  entire  throat,    with    fetor  of   breath. 
This  state  of  things  led  him  to  believe  the 
first  one  attacked  had  the  same  membranous 
formation,  and  he  was  at  once  put  upon 
Me7'c.  Solj  Hcpar  and  Spongia — while  the  two 
last  were  put  upon  Aeon,  and  Bell,  every  half 
hoar  until  the  fever  abated  and  then  were 
given  Merc,  and  Bepar  Sol.  to  the  end  of  the 
cure,  which  occurred  on  the  7th  day  from 
the  onset.    But  the  first  one  attacked  did 
not  terminate  so  favorably  at  first,  but  when 
the  local  disease  seemed  to  have  been  entire- 
ly removed,  he  was  troubled  with  strabis- 
mus,  inarticulate  speech  with  stammering, 
and  a  partial  paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs, 
which   was,  however,  cured  at   the  end  of 
four  weeks  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
local    disease   under  the  infiuence  of  Nux 
Vomica,  Bell,  and  Uyos,    The  cases  were  put 
upon  Merc.  Separ  and  Spongia   because  he 
thought    they  presented   symptoms    more 
nearly  allied  to  croup  than  any  other  dis- 
ease— although  there  were  no  croup  symp- 
toms except  the  fever  and  the  membrane 
lining  the  throat.    A  few  days  after  these 
cases  were  discharged,  he  received  a  Homoe- 
opathic Medical  Journal  from  New  York, 
giving  a  history  of  an  epidemic  in  Albany 


School  treatment  called  Diphtheria,  the 
similarity  between  the  cases  and  those  he 
had  just  been  treating,  he  became  satisfied 
at  once  that  he  had  been  treating  Diphtheria 
without  having  the  knowledge  that  such  a 
disease  had  an  existence.  These  cases i 
however,  prove  the  beauty  and  superiority 
of  our  system  over  the  Old  School  in  treating 
the  symptoms  as  tli\9y  are  developed  instead 
of  treating  a  disease  by  its  pathological 
name. 

The  other  four  cases  occurred  the  present 
season.    The  first  of  them  was  a  farmer, 
living  five  miles  out  of  the  city,  about  32 
years    of  age,   haemasthenic  temperament 
— who  had  lost  a  brother  and  two  sisters 
lately  with  consumption,  and  who  had  him* 
self  just  made  the  tour  of  Oregon  and  Call, 
fomia  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  being  as 
was  supposed  consumptive.   He  had  an  acute 
attack  of  Angina  in  San  Francisco  but  a  few 
weeks    previous,    and  his  tonsils    excised 
Soon  after  he  returned  home  to  his  family, 
he  was  seized  suddenly  with  a  heavy  chill 
followed  by  high  fever,  pulse  130  with  great 
excitement  of  the  arterial  system,  determina- 
tion of  blood  to  the  head,  sore  throat  with 
external  swelling  and  stifihess  of  the  jaws; 
he  saw  him  within  a  few  hours  after  the 
attack  set  in  on  examination  of  the  throat,  it 
was  found  dotted  here  and  there  with  small 
dirty  grey  patches  of  membrane  with  very 
great  foetor  of  breath.    He  was  put  immedi* 
ately    upon  Aeon .  BeU,  and  Apia  Mel,  all  in 
the  first  decimal  alternately  every  half  hour 
on  his  visit,  the   nest  day  his  fever  had 
abated  in  a  great  measure,  pulse  100,  but 
the  membrane  in  the  throat  had  increased, 
becoming  confiuent  and  covered  the  entire 
throat,  tonsils   and  all.    He  was  now  put 
upon  Froio  Iodide  of  Mer,  2nd  decimal  irit,  and 
Bell,  alternately  every  half  hour.    On  visiting 
his  patient  the  next  day  he  found  no  im- 
provement, but  on  the  contrary  the  breath- 
ing was  now  becoming  rather  labored,  but 
the  throat  appearance  about  the  same,  he 
was  now  put  upon  Kali  bich.  and  BeU,   first 
alternately  every  half  hour,  with  a  powder  of 
the  Arson.   4th,  once  in  six  hours.    On  his 
visit  the  next  day  he  found  that  the  ^«X\wc^^ 
soon  after  lakmg  Wv^  Kali  BVclv.  Xi^^jwv  N»< 


proving  fatal  in  most  mstances   under  Old  j  throw    up  smaW  v\e(ie»^  oi  \Xv^  xclws^^ws 
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and  on  examiaation  the  membrane  had  the 
appearance  of  undergoing  a  state  of  disor- 
ganization, patient  said  he  felt  better,  could 
breathe    easier,    pulse    94— continued    the 
Bame  remedies  and  on  the  fourth  day  from 
the  adndnistration  of  the  Kali  Bich,  the  last 
vestige  of   the  membrane  had  disappeared 
from  the  throat,  and  on  the  10th  day,  pati- 
ent was  discharged,  although  several  weeks 
elapsed    before     he    fully    recovered    his 
strength.    The  other  three  cases  were  the 
children  of  this  man,  aged  respectively  2,  4 
and  6  years,  the  two  eldest,  girls,  and  were 
all  taken  about  the  same  time,  about  twelve 
days  from  the  first  day  of  the  father's  attack. 
They  all  commenced  with  the  characterestic 
ohill  and  fever  with  sore  throat,  external 
Bwelling  and  foetor  of  breath,  he  saw  all 
three  of  them  the  next  day  after  the  attack, 
•  and  upon  examination  of  the  throat  they 
all    had    the  diptheritic    appearance  with 
Irregular  dots  of  the  membrane  not  larger 
than    a   pins  head.     They  were    all  put 
upon     Aeon,  and   SeU.  alternately,   every 
half  hour,  to  take  Bieh,  as  soon  as  the  fever 
abated,  if  the  exudation  and  formation  of 
membrane  increased.    On  his  next  visit,  two 
days  after,  the  two  ^youngest  had  so  much 
improved  as  to  be  playing  about  the  room 
the  mother  remarked  the  dots  in  the  threat 
had  increased  to  the  size  of  peas,  but  that 
they  had  all  disappeared  after  taking  the 
XtU*  Bich,    The  eldest,  however,  present- 
ed quite  a  different  appearance.    She  not 
only  had  fever  yet,  but  the  leathery  mem- 
brane nearly  covered  the  throat     She  was 
kept  under  the  Aeon,  Bell,  and  KaliBieh^  alter- 
nately every  hour,  the  Aeon,and  B^,  in  water, 
and  Kali  in  grain  powders  dry  on  the  tongue 
of  the  2d  dec.  trit.    The  father  was  so  san- 
gnioe  that  his  medicine  was  going  to  cure 
this  case,  that  he  thought  it  would  not  be 
necessary  for  him  to  make  another  visit,  but 
that  he  would  call  at  his  office  and  report 
the  case  and  obtain  more  medicine  if  neces- 
•ary.    He  urged  upon  him  the  critical  nature 
of  this  disease,  and  cautioned  them  to  give 
the  child  all  the  nourishment  it  would  take, 
beef  tea  in  particular.    He  heard  nothing 
ftirther  from  this  case  for  eight  days,  when 
Aa  wrtut  hAB^\y  summoned  to  go  and  see  the 


child  at  once.  He  found  on  his  arrival,  the 
patienVs  pulse  150,  and  scarcely  perceptible, 
no  fever,  internal  throat  no  trace  of  disease 
perceptible,  face  puffed,  lips  blanched,  and 
every  appearance  of  approaching  dissolution. 
Patient  had  passed  no  urine  for  fifteen  hours, 
no  fullness  or  tenderness  over  the  region  of 
the  bladder.  He  learned  from  the  parents 
that  after  his  last  visit  the  membrane  had 
all  been  thrown  off*,  the  fever  left,  and  the 
child  felt  inclined  to  go  about  with  the  other 
children,  and  was  allowed  to  do  so  for  sev- 
eral days,  in  the  yard,  about  the  house,  and 
not  till  this  day  did  she  show  symptoms  of 
being  any  worse,  although  during  all  this 
time  she  had  no  appetite,  and  took  but 
very  little  nourishment — a  little  toast.    He 

now  gave  the  patient  CaniJiarts  and  Arsenicum 
and  Carb  Veg,  The  remedies  failed  to  ac- 
complish any  good,  and  she  calmly  expired 
without  a  struggle  in  about  ten  hours.  He 
was  satisfied  that  if  this  case  could  have  had 
professional  attention  during  those  eight 
dayw,  she  might  have  recovered  also.  She 
needed  stimulating  diet,  and 'perhaps,  tonic 
treatment. 

It  was  his  opinion,  based  upon  his  expe- 
riecce,  that  Aeon,  and  Bill,  in  the  febrile,  or 
inflammatory  stage,  and  Kali  Bichrom  for  the 
disorganization  and  expulsion  of  the  mem- 
brane, with  Arst  as  a  tonic,  would  cure 
nearly,  if  not  all  cases  of  diplheria.  In 
conclusion  he  inquired  why  diptheria  caused 
paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs,  and  also  whether 
diptheria  is  a  contagious  disease. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Jones  also  recommended  the 
China  and  Arsenicum  with  Aconite  and  Bella- 
donna, the  third  of  each  of  the  two  last 
named  remddies  first,  then  Mercueias  proto- 
iodatus  in  alternation. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Lodge  related  some  cases  illus- 
trating the  curative  action  of  Gelseminum  in 
paralysis  succeeding  diptheria. 

Dr.  Smith  Rogers  remarked  that  Gelsem- 
inum was  truly  homoeopathic  to  such  condi- 
tions as  it  had  power  to  induce  paralysis. 

Dr.  Bagley  said  that  he  did  not  consider 
that  the  diptheritic  deposit  is  identical 
with  the  false  membraae  of  croup.  He  pre- 
scribes 3d  decimal  trituration  of  Tartar 
emetic  in  doses  as  large  as  can  be  borne  with- 
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oat  producing  nausea.  The  protoiodide  yrsiS 
his  favorite  preparation  of  mercury.  He  had 
found  cases  of  diphtheria,  succeeding  scarla- 
tina geoerally  fatal. 

Dr.  Ball  found  that  the  physicians  had  but 
Tery  few  cases  of  ordinary  throat.complaints 
to  report.  It  was  all  diphtheria.  Is  the  dis- 
ease increasing,  or  an  incorrect  diagnosis 
madeT 

The  discussion  of  the  subject  of  diptheria 
being  closed,  Dr.  Lodge  presented  a  report 
on  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  which  was  ac- 
cepted and  placed  on  file. 

The  Institute  then  proceeding  to  an  elec- 
tion of  officers  by  ballot,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
elected: 

Presideni'^ALYiti  Baglbt,  M.  D. 

Vice  Fretidmt — I.  N.  Eldbidob,  M.  D. 

Secretary — E.  A.  Lodgb,  M.  D. 

Treasurer — J.  A,  Albebtson,  M.  D, 

Censort — Smith  BoaEB8«M«  D.,  A.  B.  Ball, 
M.  D.,  J.  D.  Cbaig.  M.  D.,  J.  A.  Hyde,  M.  D. 
and  L.  M.  Jones,  M.  D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Eldridge  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  the  Institute  shall  meet 
at  Detroit  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June* 
1864. 

The  President  and  Secretary,  with  Doctors 
John  Doy,  L.  M.  JoDoesnd  J.  R.  Hyde,  were 
appointed  to  select  Special  Committees  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Bagley  was  unanimously  appointed  to 
deliver  the  next  addi'ess. 

Acyourned  until  9  A.  M.  of  the  24th. 


Meeting  held  on  the  24th  of  September. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  approved. 

A  communication  from  Professor  Hempel 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  following  Special  Committees  were 
appointed: 

On  FMieaUon—Drs,  £.  A.  Lodge,  P.  H. 

Hale,  G.  T.  Band  and  I.  N.  Eldridge. 

On  Profeeeorehip  in  State  Univertity — Drs. 
D.  W.  Bogers,  N.  B.  Coveit,  and  Wm.  Hunt- 
ington. 

On  Bomaopathie  Cotteye~-'J>n,  C.  J.  Hempel, 
J,  M.LoDg  and  E.  A,  Lodge, 


On  Frovinye—DTS.  E.  M.  Hale,  C.  A.  Wil- 
liams, andL.  M.  Jones. 

On  Failiotogy—Dva,  E.  H.  Drake,  A.  H« 
Botsford  and  F.  Finster. 

On  Eyyiene^Dra,  E.  A.  Lodge,  A.  Jf, 
Walker  and  Isaac  Douglas. 

On  Suryery—J)T9.  E.  B.  Ellis,  A.  J.  Sawyen 
E.  H.  Drake  and  Smith  Bogers. 

On  Obstetrics — Drs.  A.  Walker,  A.  Bagley, 
S.  W.  Pattison  and  John  Doy. 

On  Medical  Electricity -^J^tb.  Joseph  SUl, 
E.  L.  Boberts  and  J.  A.  Albertson. 

On  SUphium  laciniatun — Drs.  0.  A.  Jefferiei, 
J.  B.  Tottle  and  H.  C.  Bagg. 

On  NiPrate  Uranium-^J)ra,  H.  T.  Hawley, 
S.  P.  Marvin  and  Lewis  Taylor. 

On  Dose— Drs,  C.  J.  Hempel,  J.  R.  Hyde, 
I.  D.  Craig  and  John  E.  Smith 

On  New  Remedies — Drs.  A.  R.  Ball,  Orrio 
Fowle  and  S.  N.  Coons. 

On  Epidemics-— l>xs,  A.  H.  Botsford,  0.  J, 
Covey,  John  Doy  and  A.  Farnsworth. 

On  motion  it  was  «i 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized 
to  receive  new  members  at  any  time  upon 
the  conditions  of  the  Constitution  and  By« 
Laws,  and  that  he  send  a  cordial  invitation 
to  all  the  Homoeopathic  Physicians  of  this 
it^tate,  who  are  not  now  members,  to  unite 
with  the  organization,  and  that  such  new 
members  shall  have  the  privilege  of  report- 
ing  at  the  next  meeting,  upon  any  subject 
connected  with  medical  science  that  they 
may  select. 

Joseph  Sill,  M.  D.,  T.  Romeyn  Hunting* 
ton,  M.  D.and  Edwin  C.  Wilber,  M.  D.,  were 
admitted  to  membership. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Detroit  on  the  sec- 
ond Wednesday  of  June,  (8th  June)  1864. 
EDWIN  A.  LODGE,  Secretory. 


We  would  invite  particular  attention  to 
the  resolution,  which  permits  the  Secretary 
to  receive  members  at  any  time.  About  coe 
half  of  the  Homoeopathic  practitioners  of 
this  State  are  now  members,  and  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  the  organization  shftll 
include  all  the  Homoeopathic  Physicians  of 
the  State,  before  the  meeting  in  June.  U 
will  be  shown  at  that  meeting  that  there  is 
a  work  to  be  aACom^VVi^i^^  \A\«<^^W^tMn 
only  be  Teached  \\\tou%)cL  wa  ^\»»\»^&«>«2«^ 
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and  that  the  objects  sought  are  worthy  of 
every  effort. 

Objections  have  been  raised  by  some  that 
the  terms  of  admission  to  membership  are 
too  strict,  by  others  that  they  are  too  lax.  It 
is  provided  in  the  Constitution  that  appli- 
cants for  membership  must  be  in  possess  ion 
of  a  diploma  or  pass  an  examination  before 
the  Board  of  Censors. "  This  appears  to  us 
to  be  sufficiently  liberal,  and  quite  as  strict  as 
necessary.  The  examination  by  the  Board 
of  Censors  is  not  a  mere  form.  Let  those 
who  think  differently  unite  with  the  Society 
and  show  us  a  rule  that  will  be  more  satis- 
fiactory.  The  Institute  will  adopt  any  im- 
provements which  are  approved  by  a  two  • 
third  yote. 


PARALYSIS  AS  A  SEQUELA  TO  DIPH- 
THERIA. 

Paralysis  is  very  frequent,  accuriing  sequela 
after  very  o'bstinate,  as  well  as  mild  attacks 
of  diptheria.  It  has  been  met  with  in  various 
forms,  especially  as  paraplegia  and  local 
paralysis,  but  seldom  as  a  general  paralysis, 
of  which  I  had  a  case  this  spring. 

March  30th,  1863, 1  was  called  to  attend 
P.  W,,  male  child,  two  years  of  age,  had 
taken  ill  the  day  previous.  On  examination  I 
found  the  case  to  be  one  of  diphtheria.  The 
exudation  of  false  membrane  was  not  great, 
still  less  on  the  one  tonsill  than  on  the  other, 
about  one  half  inch  in  diameter.  The  ac 
companying  fever  was  not  very  high,  and  the 
patient  lively  and  in  good  spirits.  The  nos- 
trils were  very  much  obstructed,  and  the 
formation  of  dyphtheritic  membrane  there 
saspected.  I  put  the  child  on  SeUi  and  Mer- 
euriua  ftm,  of  the  former  the  3d  centes.  and 
the  latter  the  2d  decimal  potency,  in  alter- 
nation every  two  hours.  The  generar  fever 
as  well  as  the  false  membrane  subsided  in  a 
few  days,  the  nostrils  were  still  considerably 
obstmcted,  although  occasionally  a  watery 
discharge  would  take  place.  The  appetite 
was  nearly  normal,  but  some  prostration, 
peculiar  as  a  consequence  to  that  disease. — 
The  parents  did  not  wish  any  further  attend  • 
snoff,  as  tbey  supposed  the  child  to  have  far 


enough  advanced  in  recovery,  to  get  along 
itself.    A  week  later  I  was  called  to  see  the 
patient  again,  who  was  now  afflicted  with 
paralysis.    The  cervical,  dorsal  and  lumbar 
muscles  were  paralysed^  on  raising  him  up- 
right, his  head  would  drop  as  that  of  a 
person  recently  dead,  his  body  would  bend 
the  same  way,  under  its  own  weight.    This 
was  not  owing  to  prostration,  as  the  child 
exhibited  vigor,  and  tolerable  good  color  in 
his  countenance.    He  could  move  his  hands 
some,  though  unsafe,  lower  extremities  en- 
tirely powerless,  could  speak,  but  not  very 
distinct,  could  swallow  very  easy,  and  what 
appetite  he  seemed  to  have  was  for  beor, 
tongue  coated  thick  and  white.    Respiration 
was  easy,  temperature    slightly  increased 
but  extremities  cold,  pulse  not  hurried  and 
tolerable  firm  and  regular.      Bowels  and 
urinary  functions  normal.    I  prescribed  jBAw* 
3d,  to  be  taken  in  water  every  two  hours. — 
next  day  no  improvement,  to  the  contrary, 
the  patient  was  getting  still  worse,  foi*  two 
days  further  I  gave  Ferrum  aeet^  China  and 
Arsenic,  until  the  third  day,  in  the  evening, 
I  visited  my  patient,  his  skin  was  pale  and 
transparent  like  wax,  pulse  small,  fluttering 
and  irregular,  extremities  cold  and  covered 
With  a  clammy  sweat.  Pertoral  muscles  also 
paralysed,  which  caused  respiration  to  be 
abdominal,   occasionally  he  would  take  a 
deep  sigh,  accompanied  by  a  rattling  sound 
in    the  bronchia.    Paralysis  of  the  lungs 
was  now  taking  place  rapidly.    I  prescribed 
Artimon  iartart,  one  half  grain  of  the  pure 
into  a  tumbler  full  of  water,  of  which  a 
teaspoonful  was  to  be  given  every  fifteen 
minutes.    I  then  left  the  patient,  not  expect- 
ing to  see  him  alive  on  my  next  visit.    Next 
morning  I  found  my  patient  sitting  upright 
in  his  bed,  with  a  piece  of  bread  in  his  hands. 
The  paralysis  of  the  pectoral  and  spinal 
muscles  had  ceaiied  entirely.    After  taking 
the  first  dose  of  medicine,  the  child  soon* 
fell  into  a  sound  sleep,  from  which  he  did  not 
awaken  for  a  few  hours.    The  appetite  was 
soon  restored.    The  lower  extremities  re- 
remained  incontrollable   for  a  few  weeks. 
There  was  a  very  purulent  discharge.    I  had 
given  the  child  AntimonJarLfor  a  week  contin- 
ually, when  was  withdrawn  from  treatment 
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A  fen  ne^ka  sTlerirarda  I  »vr  him   when  be 
was  perfecily  wfll 

F.  X.  &PB*aaEB,M.  D. 

NEW  aOM(EOPATHIC  PROVINGS. 

On  iht  nectiiily  for  a  volunu  nf  Frsiiingi    of 

New   and   Indigeruna   Remediti,   by  £.   Jl. 

HiLB,  M.  D.,  Freftttoref  Mattria  Medica 

and  Theraptuiiain  Hahnemunn  Medical  Col- 

Ugi,  Chiarge, 

Tbeadbarents  of  the  Horoceopatbic  School 
of  medicine  in  thia  conutrj,  need  DOt  be  re- 
mioded  of  the  fact,  that  nearly  all  the  reme- 
die*  A«m  the  vegetable  kingdom  which  they 
OM  Id  practice,  aie  natlvea  of  another  hem- 
iapbere.  The  medical  plaota  priDcipally 
pTOTOQ  by  Hahnemann  and  his  colleaguea 
are  Indigenons  to  Enrope,  and  moat  of  them 
are  couSoed  to  the  German  Stales.  It  is 
well  kDOWQ,  also,  that  the  medical  flora  of 
the  Weilern  Hemiaphers  is  pecaliarly  rich 
and  abnadant.  Even  the  medical  plants  of 
the  United  States  alone  eqnal  in  number  and 
power  of  action,  those  of  the  who'e  continent 
of  Europe.  Some  of  the  best  minds  in  the 
Allopathic  profession  bare  appreciated  the 
abOTe  fact,  and  bave  endeavored  to  intro- 
dace  Into  their  Materia  Medica  some  of  the 
moat  valuable.  I  nill  instance  the  labors  of 
Professors  Tnlly,  Chapman,  Lee  and  Paine- 
The  hieh  eatimation  in  wbich  these  gentle- 1 
men  held  Saneninaria,  CimidfUga,  Cornua 
florida,  and  Podopbyltum  is  evidence  of  tbeir 
therapeutical  Importance.  i 

The  use  of  our  lDdi|[eQons  remedies,  has  ' 
almost  given  risa  to  new  schools  of  practice 
in  this  country.  First  came  the  Botanies, ' 
ODder  Ihe  leadership  of  such  men  as  Thomp-  | 
■on,  Howard,  and  Bench,  but  they  were 
men  of  one  idea,  and  their  syatem  soon 
disappeared  under  the  Sood  of  Lobelia  and 
Capsicum  with  which  they  deluged  their 
imhappy  patients. 

Next  came  the  Eclectic  school  under  the 
leadership  of  tbe  really  gifted  Marrow,  aided 
by  Jooea,  Sherwood,  King  and  Cleveland, 
who  have  dona  good  service  In  introducing 
Dative  remedies  into  practice.  But  these 
meD,  however  good  their  Intentions  may 
have  been,  have  not  given  ua  much  knowl- 


edge of  Ihe  actual  physiological  effects  «f 
these  remedies.  Imbued  with  the  crude 
notions  of  AUopathic  Medicine  they  have 
classiSed  them  as  purgatives,  alterativeii 
Ac,  and  used  them  acording  to  fanciful 
theories,  or  purely  empirical  deductions. 

It  rrmains  for  the  Homoeopathic  School 
to  give  the  medical  world  correct  and 
scientific  information  relative  to  the  action 
j  of  these  valuable  agents. 

By  applying  the  method  ot  proving  drugs 
taught  us  by  Hahnemann,  and  improving 
that  method  by  all  the  appliances  of  modem 
physiological  atudy,  chemical  analysia,  and 
pathological  observations,  we  shall  be  able 
'  to  point  out  to  the  medical  world  not  only 
the  true  sphere  of  action  of  these  remediea 
new  to  our  school  but  to  get  exhaustivs 
pathogenesis,  which  shall  make  the  indigen- 
ous plants,  growing  In  such  profniion 
.  around  us,  equal  perhaps  to  many  of  our 
I  highly  valued  polychresta. 

We  have  now  excellent  provings  of 
Apocynum,  Cimicifuga,  Iris  and  Phytolacca, 
Podophyllum,  Sanguine  ria  and  some 
'  others.  We  have  also  suggestive  fragment- 
cry  provings  of  Asclepias  tuberosa,  and 
Syriaca,  Baptisia  tine,  Erigeron,  and  Caulo- 
phyllum,  Nuphat  advena,  Eydraslua  and 
many  others.  Some  of  our  school  who 
are  not  content  to  be  drones  in  the  profea- 
sioD,  are  labotlng  to  perfect  these  provings. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  here  that  soma  under 
the  lead  of  Hering,  who  believe  that 
all  the  good  in  Horateopatby  will  die  with 
them,  are  inclined  to  discourage  the  new 
provings,-  aod  ridicule  the  use  of  new 
remedies  in  disease. 

They  have  fallen  into  a  spiritless  routine 
of  practice,  and  are  content  to  continue  the 
exclusive  use  ot  the  old  polychrests  and 
anti-psorics,  and  would  rather  let  their 
dropsical  patients  die  under  the  use  of  Belle- 
brna,  Arsenicum,  etc.,  than  to  resort  toaueh 
"new  fangled "  remedies  as  Apocynum, 
Asclepias  syr.,  or  Eupatorjum  pur.  We 
cannot  imagine  any  reason  for  such  a  bigot- 
ed course,  unless  it  is  becaoea  ihty  bad  not 
the  honor  of  proving  the  latter  remedieai 
and  in  the  30th  potency  ! 

It  will  be  ttia  a;.ia  ot  V'ob  Ni-i\\ftx  \ji  ^s&>w 


8 


HOMOEOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 


earnestly  to  fill  the  want  of  the  profession, 
by  giving  to  physicians,  as  soon  as  possible, 
through  hia  enterprising  publisher — Dr. 
LodgOi  a  volume  of  provings,  with  as  copious 
clinical  observations,  relating  to  many  of  the 
new  and  indigenous  remedies,  'as  he  can 
o<dlect. 

Those  of  the  Homoeopathic  School  who 
have  used  such  remedies  successfully,  or 
have  in  their  possession  fragmentary  prov- 
ings,  and  plinical  notes  are  earnestly  solici- 
ted  to  forward  them  without  delay,  to  the 
writer. 

Chicago.    Box  550. 

The  work  referred  to  in  the  above  article, 
will  consist  of  reliable  Provings,  Clinical 
Notes  and  Pbagtical  Observations,  re- 
specting a  large  number  of  very  reliable  and 
important  remedial  agents,  i»ith  apeeific  indi- 
cations  for  their  atrieUy  Homeopathic  applicdtion. 
It  is  being  prepared  to  meet  the  demand 
among  Homoeopathic  Physicians  for  reliable 
information  concerning  the  following  med- 
icines: 

Atropine, 

^sculus  hippooastahum, 
Aletris  farinosa, 
Apogtnum  cannabinum, 
Arum  triphtllum, 
Baptisia  tinotoria, 
Oaulophtllum  thalictroidbs, 
Gollinsonia  canadensis, 
oornus  florida, 
oorncs  sbrigba, 
Otpripedium, 

DiOSOORBA  YILLOSA, 

Ertngium  aquatiouh, 
Erigeron  canadensis, 
Euphorbia  corallata. 
Ergot  IN  E, 

Eupatobium  aromaticum, 
Eupatobium  pbfoliatum, 
Eupatobium  purpurbum, 

GbLSBMINUM  SEMPER  TIRBNS, 

GOSSTPIUM, 

HaMAMBLIS  yiRGINICA, 

Hblonias  Dioica, 
Htdrastus  Canadensis, 
Ibis  ybrsicolor, 

LePTANDRIA   YIRGINICA, 

Magrotts  raobmosa, 
Nitrate  of  Uranium, 
Phttolacca  dacandra, 
Podophyllum  peltatum, 

SiLPHlUM   LAOINIATUM, 

Senegio, 

Sassacbnia  variolabis, 


Sanguinaba  canadensis, 
Trillium  pendulum, 

YbBATBUM  VIRIDBj 

Physicians,  are  especially  requested  to  for- 
ward their  contributions  for  this  volume. — 
Articles  containing  provings,  fragmentary 
provings,  clinical  observations,  or  notes  or 
details  of  cases  treated  with  any  of  the  med- 
cines  referred  to,  will  be  thankfully  received 
and  due  credit  given  in  the  work  for  every 
such  contribution. 

Contributions,  &c.,  will  be  sent   to  the 

Editor, 

E.  M.  HALE,  M.  D,. 
124,  South  Clark  Street, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  an  8  vo.  volume, 
bound  and  furnish  to  subscribers  at  $2,00 
non  subscribers  $2,50. 

Subscribers  will  please  send  their  names 

and  subscriptions  to 

Dr.  LODGE,  Homobopathic  Pharmacy, 
No.  266,  Jefferson  Avenue, 

Detroit,  Michigan. 


ATROPINE. 

Dr.  Parisot,  in  a  paper  addressed  to  tlie 
Academy  of  Sciences,  states  that  he  dis- 
solved five  centi  grammes  (one  grain)  of 
Atropine  in  twenty  grammes  (five  drachms  ) 
of  chloroform;  he  then  steeped  cotton  in  the 
solution  and  applied  it  to  the  forehead  of  a 
person;  the  extension  of  the  pupil  became 
visible  after  the  lapse  of  three  minutes — two 
minutes  later  it  was  complete  and  equal  on 
both  sides^— after  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
skin  was  found  to  be  red  and  burning.  All 
these  symptoms  disappeared  in  the  course 
of  an  hour.  Substituting  alcohol  for  chloro- 
form, the  action  was  greatly  retarded,  the 
dilation  not  taking  place  until  half  an  hour's 
application,  and  the  redness  and  heat  of  the 
skin  were  hardly  preceptible.  Atropioe  dis- 
solved in  water,  slightly  acidulated  with 
acetic  acid,  produced  no  effect  whatever. 
Atropine  in  Chronic  Ulcer  of  the  Stomach: 
Dr.  Bernard  Bahr,  in  his  work,  ^'  Die 
Therapienach  Somcsopathisehm  GrtmcUaetzen,^* 
says: 

''Atropine. — It  may  appear  strange  that 
a  medicine  is  placed  here*  which  has  b^n  but 


UOH(EOPATHIO    OBSERVER. 


liltla,  nor  clearly  proied,  but  its  unniist&kinf! 
fi^vorable  effect  in  thia  disease  compels  us  to 
do  so.  No  medicine  h&i  sncb  pecnliaricies, 
to  appease  thoie  frightful  csrdialgio  pains  of 
Um  nicer  of  the  Stomach,  as  the  sulphate  of 
Atropine,  manifold  experience  has  proved 
(hat  to  ns.  At  the  same  time  it  Is  also 
■bowD,  that  this  mediciae  alone  is  not  suS 
cient  to  can  the  malady  entirelf ,  for  as  a 
general  rule,  there  only  follows  a  short  ces- 
oaUon  of  the  complaints.  Therefore,  this 
drng  can  oulr  be  looked  upon  as  an  Intro- 
dDctory,  and  intercurring  one.  The  fourth 
trituralioD  Is  the  lowest  that  is  adrisabte  to 
prescribe;  the  third  is  likely  to  call  up  med- 
icinal symptoms.  The  improrement  worked 
by  (bis  medicine  is  promoted  the  brat  by 
■alpbor,  the  TOmitin;  generally  disappears 


HAHNEMANN  MEDICAL  COLLEQE. 

The  introductory  lecture  to  the  fourth 
amiDal  course  of  lectures  in  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  was  deliTered  by  Prof  £. 
H.  Hale,  to  a  large  and  atleotiTe  audience. 

The  lecturer  opened  by  welcoming  the 
■tadeuta  in  a  cordial  manner  in  the  uame  of 
the  faculty.  He  iuioked  them  to  enter  upOD 
their  studies  with  receptire  minds,  from 
irbich  sbould  be  bacished  all  sordid  thoughts 
— all  mean  ambititlons,  all  precoQCeired  no- 
tioDS,  and  all  prejodicea  baring  their  origin 
in  tbe  common  ideas  of  life.  It  was  this 
■oblime  aelf-abuegation  which  ennobled  the 
great  founder  of  Uomceopathy,  and  enabled 
him  to  discover  and  apply  that  great  tiuth 
which  gives  to  that  system  or  medicine  its 
tugh  position  as  tbe  true  art  of  healing. 

The  lecturer  pasaed  in  review  the  historj' 
of  the  rise  of  Uomceopalhy,  the  main  inci- 
dents in  the  life  of  Hahnemann,  and  parti- 
cularly the  origin  aad  formation  of  the 
btwaceopathio  materia  medlca  by  the  labors  of 
Hahnemann  and  his  co-workers.  I[e  show- 
ed that  a  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs 
upon  the  healthy  organism  was  but  little 
understood  before  Hahnemann  commeuced 
his  inveBtigBtious,  and  that  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  such  action  Is  absolutely 
necsisary  to  the  physician  who  would  be 
successful  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

The  importance  of  drug  proviugs  and  tbe 
manner  of  instituting  inch  proving  were 
fully  eiplained ;  also  (he  difffereot  waya  in 
which  medicinsl  substances  acted  upon  the 
living  organism.  According  to  tbe  lecturer 
there  are  three  modes  of  action,  viz:  the 
MSehnwMl,  eAemieal  and  dynamical.  True 
HoBUBopatbic  remedies  acted  dynamically 
and  ranoved  disease  by  affecting  the  organ- 
bn  in  a  ipedBc  mamierj  by  virtue  of  their 


curative  power  when  given  according  to 
the  lanof  similia. 

The  lecturer  gave  the  class  his  conception 
of  an  "  Ideal  Materia  Hedica,"  and  urged 
that  SDcb  a  perfected  work  might  be  attain- 
ed if  physicians  wo  aid  devole  their  energies 
to  the  task  of  inrestigating  the  acttou  of 
medicines.  He  would  have  each  medicinal 
substance  thoroughly  proven  on  men  and 
animals  ;  all  the  objective  and  subjective 
symptoms  recorded  with  tbe  utmost  minate- 
nesa,  and  even  lithographic  and  photographic 
represantations  of  tbe  various  morbid  ccn- 
ditions  caused  by  drugs.  This  he  claimed 
would  institute  a  "  Materia  Hedica"  almost 
perfect  in  ita  character,  and  bf  its  aid,  the 
practitioner  would  be  able  lo  combat' all  dis- 
eases with  an  assurance  that  his  siiooeu 
would  be  enhanced  and  a  vast  amount  of 
suffering  prevented. 

Tha  lecture  closed  with  an  allusion  to  the 
paat  of  HomcBOpathy ;  how,  "  only  forty 
years  ago,  that  science,  as  persoDat«d  by 
her  illugtrious  discoverer,  had  to  flee  before 
her  ruthless  enemies,  until  she  found  a  re- 
fuge within  the  boundaries  of  the  humblest 
principality  of  Germany.  In  tbe  short  space 
of  forty  years  wa  have  achieved  a  triumph 
which  bodes  still  more  brilliant  success. 
The  inaigniScent  little  hand  who  flrsb  listen- 
ed to  Hahnemann'a  teachings  has  Increased 
to  tens  of  thousands  |  the  moat  intelligent 
and  influential  members  of  every  community 
honor  us  wJtb  their  conQdence  and  esteem. 
Wo  boast  of  colleges,  pharmacies,  dispensa- 
ries and  chartered  insiitutiona.  Thirty-five 
years  ago  the  flrat  representative  of  Homrao- 
pathy,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Gram  landed  on 
our  ahores,  and  for  yeara  battled  alone, 
unaided,  agaiiist  the  Serce  opposition  waged 
againat  him  by  the  all-poweiful  Allopathic 
school.  Only  twenty  yeais  ago  tbe  president 
of  Ihia  college  was  the  sole  Homceopalhic 
physician  in  this  vast  city,  where  now  we 
have  two  score  representatives  of  Homceo- 
paihy,  many  of  whom  will  compare  favont- 
bly  with  the  most  ECienliflc  members  of  the 
profession  in  the  United  States. 

The  college  commences  its  fourth  course 
of  lectures  with  the  moat  flattering  pros- 
pecta.  The  number  of  students  for  the  pre- 
sent year  will  exceed  that  of  any  previon* 
one.  The  faculty  as  noiv  organized  is  U 
follows  : 

Geo.  E.  Shipman,  M.  D,,  Emeritus  profes- 
sor of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

A.  E.  Small,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  women  and  children, 

N.  F,  Cooke,  M,  D,,  Professor  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Medicine.  ' 

B.  M.  Halo,  M.  D.,  Pto^waoT  ot  VLtiueeA. 
Medica  and  ThorapauticB. 
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Q.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery    use.    The  cure  of  disease  does  not  depend 

and  Surgical  Anatomy.  upon  its  classification,  but  rather  upon  a  re- 

Reuben    Ludlam,    M.    D.,    Professor  of  .  .        .   ,     ,       ^ 

Physiology  and  Patholoi?y.  cognition  of  the  laws  that  govern  the  con- 

D.A.  Colton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  General    stitution   of   man..    A  person   diseased  is 

and  Descriptive  Anatomy.  simply  a  person  who  is  not  governed  by  the 

Rodney  Welch,  A.M.,  Lecturer  on Chem-   .^..,  ..  -     n   *v.  *  *t. 

istry  and  Toxicology.  ^^^^^  ^^^^^'^   ?^  *"  ^^^,  ^fP'^^  ^f  *^^ 

E.  A.  Ballard,  M.  D.,   Demonstrator  of  ^^^7-     Hence  the  cure  of  disease  is  the 

Anatomy.  restoration  to  normal  conditions. 

The  first,  and  most  direct  method  of  cure 


NEW  WORK  ON  PRACTICE  proceeds,  of    course,    from   the    internal 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  a  new  ^^^^^  *^  ^^^^^  "g^^  conditions,  or  restore 

book  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  Homoeo-  t^©  natural  condition  of  the  system.  There- 

pathy  may  be  looked  for  in  a  short  time.—  fore  symptoms  of  disease  point  out  the  path 

The  authors  are  Doctors  E.  E.  Marcy  and  P.  that  nature  is  pursuing  towards  the  true  and 

W.  Hunt,  well  known  as  being  abundantly  natural    condition.      The    old  practice    of 

qualified  to  give  a  reliable  guide  to  the  fighting  symptoms  of  disease,  or  contending 

practitioner.  It  is  announced  that  the  object  against  them  as  the  great  evils  in  the  way  of 

of  this  work  is  to  present  to  the  medical  health,  may  be  seen  to  be  false  by  the  effort 

profession,  and  the  friends  of  Homoeopathy  that  nature  herself  makes  through  them. 

a  comprehensive  and  intelligible  view  of  the  The  Homoeopathic  system  is  formed  more 

principles  and  practice  of  our  school,  as  it  perfectly  after  nature's,  not  because  of  its 

is  now  represented  by  our  best  writers  and  ^^^  ^^  attenuated  particles  merely,  but  be- 

practitioners;  to  embody,  as  far  as  our  wide  ^^^^^  ^^  .^3  recognition  of  the  power  of 

range  of  subjects  will  permit,  the  latest  opin-  nature,  to  direct  the  method  of  cure.    For 

ions  and  theories  of  investigators  of  every  instance,  a  remedy  must  be  able  to  create  a 

school  on  pathology  and  collateral  sciences  ^^^  condition  or  increase  a  symptom,  that  is 

connected  with  medicine;  and  to  give  to  all  ^^^^^^  ^^^.^^  ^^^^^  .^^  ^^^^^^  p^.^t3  ^^  ^^^^ 

inquirers  after  advanced  scientific  truth  the  ..    ,       .,    ,    ^ 

.....        X.     X.                  .     .  ,  speediest  method  of  cure, 
opportunity  of  investigating  our  principles, 

,.          .,       ^xji-^x        .iixxj  We  must  demonstrate  the  power  of  reme- 

and  to  see  them  tested  by  facts,  as  illustrated  ,             ,                                        .      . 

in  the  clinical  experience  of  a  large  number  ^'^^  ^^  '^^^'^S  ^^"^^  'P"^*^^  *"^^^°  ^°  ^^°- 
of  reliable  observers.  A  full  prospectus  of  Junction  with  nature.  The  provings  of  medi- 
the  work,  with  table  of  contents  and  price  <^^°^^  ^^°  °«^«^  ^^  P^^^^^^^^  satisfactory, 
will  be  published  at  an  early  day,  in  order  ^^^"^«  ^^  ^^^  ^"°>^°  constitutions  can 
that  physicians  and  others  who  wish  to  sub-  POSsibly  have  the  same  basis,  or  be  exactly 
scribe  and  pay  in  advance  shall  receive  a  corresponding  in  their  conditions,  and  what 
reasonable  discount.*'  is  termed*health  may  be  a  mere  surface  har- 
Please  address  your  orders  to  Detroit  Ho-  mony  and  not  a  real  condition  of  health. — 
moeopathy  Pharmacy  Therefore,  it  is,  perhaps  the  surest  method 
to  use  such  remedies  as  adapt  themselves 

THE    HOMOEOPATHIC    PRINCIPLE   OF  *^®  ^^^^  readily,   to  the  condition  of  the 

p^P  Pj  system,  without  reference  to  what  may  be 

•R     T  Tir  T           \jr    Ti  ^^  what  may  not  have  been  proved  by  exper- 

Bt  J.  M.  Long,  M.  D.  ^^^^^  ^^  subjects  termed  healthy. 

Read  before  the  Michigan  Momceopathic  Institute  ^j^^     j^  j              ^  -  ^^^^.^^^   ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

The    various  manifestations  of   disease,  have  been  ascertained  by  experiments   or 

ranging  themselves  as  they  do  with  symtom-  provings    by    the    healthy,    but  has  been 

atic  order,  create  classes  or  distinctive  types,  reached  by  clinical   experiments.    I  would, 

known  by  various  names  which  have  become  therefore,  venture  the  suggestion,  that  we 

arbitrary  instead  of  discHptive  throngh  long  adopt  a  regular  system  of  reports  of  cases 
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that  are  in  any  respect  singular  or  note- 
•worthy. 

There  are  doubtless  many  remedies  ^-^^t 
would  be  very  valuable,  could  we  but  as- 
certain precisely  the  conditions  to  which 
they  are  adapted.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
nature  has  hidden  in  the  subtile  essences  of 
plant  and  mineral,  every  needed  force  or  ac- 
tive power.  We  need  to  know  what  these 
remedies  can  do  when  concentrated,  and 
what  is  their  action  when  attenuated,we  know 
that  some  remedies,  act  homeopathically 
when  given  in  a  crude  firm  ;  for  it  is  cer- 
tain that  some  remedies  produce  AUopoth- 
ically  or  Homoeopathically  the  same  effects. 
I  believe  it  is  because  the  human  system  is 
able  to  accept  sufficient  remedial  power  and 
reject  all  excess,  so  that  the  principle  of 
cure  is  ever  the  same.  Are  there  only  con- 
ditions that  are  not  under  the  control  of 
the  purely  homoeopathic  remedies,  or  are 
crude  medicines  sometimes  necessary,  and  if 
so,  in  what  cases  1  I  presume  there  is  no 
physician  but  finds  it  easier  sometimes  to 
reach  disease  and  bring  about  desired  effects 
by  medicines  so  crude  that  they  could 
hardly  be  called  hQmoeopathic  as  Hahnemann 
accepted  the  term,  but  was  this  because  an 
attenuation  would  not  have  served  the  same 
end  better,  if  the  right  remedy  had  been 
chosen  in  homoeopathic  form  1  These  ques- 
tions, it  seems  to  me,  should  be  carefully 
considered  by  us  all,  and  if  we  could  gain 
the  experience  of  our  wisest  and  most  care- 
ful practicioners,  we  should  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain whether  our  system  is  at  fault  or  our- 
selves. I  have  no  doubt  of  the  universal  ap- 
plication of  the  laws  of  Homoeopathy.  I 
know  many  who  fail  to  trust  in  these  laws 
and  resort  to  some  remedies  that  are  Allo- 
pothic  in  action  and  effect.  There  is  a  divine 
law  uniting  man  to  the  animal  and  vegetable 
world,  every  particle  of  matter  has  its  rela- 
tion to  the  human  system,  but  whether  the 
relation  is  formed  through  the  laws  of  atten- 
uation alone  or  whether  it  is  found  some- 
times in  more  certainly  through  cruder 
forms  remains  for  us  to  prove.  We  must 
prove  it  by  science,  and  no  experiment  is 
too  expensive  or  labor  too  tedious  to  show 
the  world  the  truth.    I  believe  we  are  stroDS 


enough  and  scientific  enough  to  overthrow 
all  obstacles  put  in  our  way. 


PROTOXIDE    OP    NITROGEN. 

NiTBOus  Oxide  Gas  as  an  Anesthetic. 
— Mr.  J.  R.  Nichols  writes  to  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  that  within  a 
few  weeks  a  very  large  demand  has  arisen 
for  nitrate  of  ammonia,  to  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  nitrous  oxide  gas.  A 
salt  which  a  year  since  was  called  for  only 
at  long  intervals  and  in  small  parcels,  now 
suddenly  assumes  importance  as  a  manufac- 
ture, and  we  are  called  upon  to  furnish  from 
our  laboratory  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
pounds  daily. 

No  allusion,  I  believe,  has  been  made  in 
the  Journal  to  the  extraordinary  "laughing 
gas*'  furor  now  raging.  Its  use  has  been 
thus  far  confined  to  "  traveling  lecturers,"  or 
"exhibitors,"  and  the  dentists.  The  latter 
class  are  in  a  whirl  of  excitement  respecting 
its  use  as  an  anaesthetic,  and  many  are  busy 
extracting  teeth  by  its  aid.  Insensibility 
being  produced,  the  operation  is  painless.  It 
is  alleged  that  its  effects  are  far  more  plea- 
sant and  transitory  than  those  from  ether  or 
chloroform,  and  that  entire  exemption  from 
suffering  is  secured.  An  operator  who  claims 
to  have  administered  the  gas  to  more  than  two 
thousand  persona  within  the  year,  asserts  that 
not  a  single  instance  of  unpleasant  effects 
has  been  observed,  and  that  all  brought 
under  its  infiuence  have  declared  the  sensa- 
tions delightful  in  the  extreme.  He  believes 
that  it  is  an  agent  of  great  importance  reme- 
dially,  and  that  it  is  capable  of  offering 
speedy  and  permanent  relief,  in  cases  of 
headache,  low  vital  action,  mental  depres- 
sion, &,c,  &c. 

From  some  observation  of  its  employment, 
and  expsriment  in  its  use,  I  am  inclined  to 
regard  it  as  worthy  the  careful  attention  of 
medical  gentlemen.  Instances  of  quite  re- 
markable curative  effects  have  been  noticed, 
and  upon  theoretical  grounds  it  would  seem 
well  adapted,  by  inhalation,  to  produce  de- 
cided effects  in  certain  diseases.  As  regards 
safety  in  its  use,  tVie  t«i.c\.  \Xv^\.\\.\i^^  >a^«\i 
for  more  than  a  -yeax  m\\vft\i"M!AaAA  \t^^ 
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sponsible  and  uneducated  men,  traveling 
from  place  to  place,  causing  thousands  to 
inhale  it  for  purpose  of  fun  and  entertain- 
ment, and  no  single  instance  of  injury  com- 
ing to  light,  is  certainly  calculated  to  dispel 
fear  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

The  Nitrous  oxide  gas  is  administered  by 
several  dentists  of  Detroit  with  good  suc- 
cess ;  teeth  are  extracted  without  experience 
of  any  pain  whatever.  One  of  our  patients 
had  twenty-four  teeth  extracted  at  one 
sitting  without  any  inconvenience.  Some 
say  that  they  felt  a  sensation  of  fulness  of 
the  brain.  In  reply  to  the  many  inquiries  of 
our  friends  who  ask  as  to  its  safety,  etc.,  we 
would  call  attention  to  above  remarks  of 
Mr.  Nichols,  and  say  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
administered  to  any  person  who  has  disease 
of  either  brain,  lungs  or  heart. 

Preparation. — Pure  Nitrate  of  Ammonia 
is  introduced  into  a  glass  retort,  heat  applied 
and  the  evolved  gas  passed  through  water 
purification  and  collected  in  an  India  rubj^r 
bag  or  in  a  gasometer.  The  only  precau" 
tion  necessary  to  give  is  to  observe  that  the 
temperature  shonld  not  exceed  about  380  ® 
Pahr.,  this  will  keep  the  melted  mass  in  a 
state  of  gentle  ebullition.  If  the  heat  ap- 
plied to  the  retort  exceeds  500  ®  Fahr,  white 
fumes  will  appear  within  the  retort,  and  if 
heated  to  600  ®  it  will  explode  with  great 
violence. 

Nitrous  oxide  gas  (protoxide  of  Nitrogen) 
when  pure,  is  colorless,  possesses  an  agree- 
able odor,  and  a  sweetish  taste ;  at  45  ^ , 
under  a  pressure  of  50  atmospheres,  it  is 
liquid ;  this,  when  exposed  under  the  re-^ 
ceiver  of  a  powerful  air  pump,  changes  into 
a  snow-like  solid;  at  150^  Fahr  it  is  a 
transparent,  colorless  crystaline  body ;  it 
supports  combustion,  acd  is  dissolved  by 
cold  water.  Sp.  grav.  1.525(1.627  Ure.)  100 
cubic  inches  weight  47.29  grains. 

Efpsgts. — Pleasurable  excitement  follows 
its  inspiration  in  almost  every  instance,  but 
effects  vary  according  to  temperament.  In 
some  few  instances,  where  it  has  been  ad- 
ministered to  brutalized  natures  they  have 
been  prompted  to  violence.  When  given  by 
ieotuFen  on  the  platform  there  is  invariably 


laughter  and  mirthfulnes**,  &c.,  whe^^  given 
in  the  same  quantity  by  surgeon  or  dentist 
there  is  no  such  risibility,  because  the  pa- 
tient's attention  was  immediately  previous 
to  the  inhalation  directed  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  to  be  operated  upon. 

Apparatus. — The  apparatus  required 
consists  of  a  tubulated  glass  retort  to  hold 
about  half  a  gallon  ;  a  Yfoulfe  bottle  to  hold 
the  water  for  washing  or  purifying  the  gas ;  a 
gas  bag  or  receiver  to  hold  about  40  gallons ; 
an  inhaling  bag  to  hold  about  4  gallons;  retort 
stand,  spirit  lamp,  rosewood  mouth  piece, 
stop  cock,  rubber  tubing.  &c.  The  whole, 
with  a  jar  of  Nitrate  Ammonia,  co&tin2$45. 

At  Dr.  Lodge's   Homoeopathic    Pharmacy, 
Detroit,  Michigan. 


TOBACCO. 

Effects  of  Tobacco  upon  the  Health. 
— The  London  Lancet^  in  referring  to  the 
recent  researches  of.  Dr.  Richardson  with 
regard  to  the  effects  of  tobacco  upon  the 
health,  says  • — 

*'  In  this  inquiry  every  position  has  been 
founded  on  individval  research,  and  though 
in  some  instances  the  research,  has  rested  on 
the  previous  labors  of  other  inquirers,  the 
evidence  has  been  confirmed  by  new  obser- 
vation.  Condensed  into  a  few  sentences  the 
details  of  the  recent  injury  will  be  found  in 
the  following  summary. 

''1.  The  effects  that  result  from  smoking 
are  due  to  different  agents  imbibed  by  the 
smoker,  viz.,  carbonic  acid,  ammonia,  nico- 
tine, a  volatile  empyrenmatic  substance,  and 
a  bitter  extract.  The  more  common  effects 
are  traceable  to  the  carbonic  acid  and  am- 
monia ;  the  rarer  and  more  severe  to  the 
nicotine,  the'  empyreumatic  substance,  and 
the  extract. 

"  The  effects  produced  are  very  transitory, 
the  poison  fincUng  a  ready  exit  from  the 
body. 

''  3.  All  the  evils  of  smolring  are  functional 
in  character ;  and  no  confirmed  smoker  can 
ever  be  said,  so  long  as  he  indulges  in  the 
habit,  to  be  well.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  is  becoming  the  subject  of  organic 
and  fatal  disease  because  he  smokes. 

"4.  Smoking  produces  disturbances  in  the 
blood,  of  the  stomach,  of  the  heart,  of  the 
organs  of  sense,  of  the  brain,  of  the  nervous 
filaments  and  sympathetic  or  organic  nerves, 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth,  and 
of  the  bronchial  sur&ce  of  the  lungs. 
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"  6.  Tbe  HUtemenU  U)  the  effect  that  to- 
bacco-smoke causes  specific  diaeues — such 
ms  insariitf,  epilepsy,  St  Tilus's  dance,  ap- 
opleij,  ort!tuiic  dilease  of  the  heart,  cancer, 
ud  coQsumpLion — have  been  made  without 
»ay  BulBcient  evidence  or  reference  to  fact. 
All  such  statements  are  devoid  of  truth,  and 
COD  never  accomplish  the  object  which  those 
irho  propose  them  have  in  view, 

"  0.  As  the  hnman  bod;  is  maintained 
aliTO  «Dd  Id  full  vigor  b;  Ita  capacity  nilhin 
CBTlBin  vrell-defined  limits  to  absorb  and 
•pplj  oxygen,  as  the  process  of  oiydation 
Is  moat  aciwf  and  nuiC  rtqiiirtd  in  those  per- 
iod* of  life  Tshen  the  strnctnrea  of  Ihe  body 
are  attuning  their  full  developement,  and  as 
tobacco-smoke  posaesaes  the  power  of  arresl^ 
ing  inch  oxydation,  the  habit  of  amoking  !s 
d«lel«rions  to  the  young. 

'-  7.  In  tbe  main,  smoking  is  a  Inzury, 
which  any  nation  of  natural  habita  would  be 
better  withont.  The  luxury  is  not  directly 
fatal  to  life,  but  ita  use  conveys  to  the  miod 
of  the  man  who  looks  np(m  it  calmly,  the 
unmiatokable  idea  of  physical  detrlmeBt. 

"  8,  But  aa  a  luxury  tending  to  this  con- 
dition, it  Is  probably  one  of  the  least  hnrt- 
fal  of  luxuries.  It  is  on  this  ground,  in  fact, 
tttat  tobacco  holds  so  firm  a  positloc  :  that 
of  nearly  every  luxury  it  is  the  leaat  injuri' 
COB.  It  is  ioQOCuous  aa  compared  with  al- 
cohol ;  it  does  inflnita'y  leas  harm  than 
iog*r(1);  it  lain  noaeose  worse  than  tea; 
■nd  bj  the  side  of  high  living,  altogether  it 
contrasts  most  favorably.  It  is  nioit  anti- 
dotAl  to  ginttony. 

"  9.  Tobacco  may  also  be  considered,  In 
cartain  eases,  aa  a  remedy  for  evils  that  lie 
deeper  than  ita  own,  and  as  such  a  remedy 
it  will  prealst  In  holding  ita  place  noUl  those 
evfla  be  removed. 


HiooTiRB. — It  is  staled  that  the  tobacco 
crop  of  the  world  Is  2G0  milliona  of  kilo- 
grammes  (=  5,612,600  lbs.  av.)  Scblosing, 
a*  already  quoted,  this  Journal,  [1],  iv., 
278,  found  in  various  tobaccos  an  average  of 
about  6  per  cent,  of  nicotine. 

II  is  clear  therefore,  that  about  twelvp 
and  ahair  millions  of  kilogrammes  (==2,756- 
2501bi.)or  this  poiaon  are  annually  produ- 
ced. Aa  the  sp.  gr.  of  nicotine  Tery  slightly 
exceeds  that  of  water,  this  quantity  would 
flU  nearly  100,000  wine  barrels,  and  would 
give  twelve  and  a  half  grammes  (=  293.025 
grains)  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  on 
Uie  globe.  As  a  few  drops  will  produce 
death,  it  ia  probably  moch  within  the  mark 
to  say,  that  one  year's  crop  of  nicotine  could 
destroy  every  living  creature  on  the  face  or 
(lie  globe  If  ita  proportion  was  adminlatered 
in  a  aingle  dose. — Silliman't  Journal. 


Epfbotb  op  Tobacco.— Dr.  B.  W,  Rich- 
ardson has  made  aorae  intereaUng  remarks 
from  the  obaervlEtion  of  a  large  number  of 
smokers.  In  the  morning,  before  smoking, 
(be  blood  of  a  great  smoker  is  in  a  normal 
condition ;  in  the  evening,  after  smoking 
lifteen  or  twenty  pipes,  the  blood  becomes 
iibnormal ;  the  central  point,  that  ia,  the 
central  depression  of  the  blood  corpusdea, 
'.  visible,  and  the  drops  of  blood  coagnl- 
viLhoat  drying,  which  occurs  when 
laken  upon  the  person  atvakeoing  in  tbe 
morning.  After  a  tranquil  night  of  sleep, 
ibe  morbid  phenomenon  referred  to  disap- 
pears. The  inhalation  of  air  charged  with 
ammonia  has  the  same  effect  upon  the  glo- 
bules of  blood  aa  the  smoke  of  tobacco.  The 
luthor  moreover  remarks,  that  the  breath  of 
smokers  is  always  more  or  less  ammonial.^ 
Amer.  Jour,  Med.  Sei. 


COWPOX. 
M.  Boni:!!  has  pointed  out  an  im- 
portant circamataiiQe  to  the  Academy, 
which  will  doubless  occasion  much  discos- 
jion.  A  horse  was  brought  to  him  affected 
with  aphthous  stomatitis.  He  thereupon  in- 
oculated the  liquid  aphthous  matter  on  the 
teat  ot  a  cow,  on  the  10th  of  last  June.  On 
the  18th,  of  five  punctures,  four  presented 
pustules  perfectly  identical  with  cowpox. — 
M,  Bouley  then  inculcated  two  infants  with 
matter  taken  from  these  postulea.  In  one  of 
the  infants  three  perfect  pustules,  identical 
with  vaccine  pustules,  were  developed  — 
This  child  was  presented  to  the  Academy. 
Moreover,  Ave  pupilsat  Alfort,  all  pervionaly 
vaccinated  with  tjiis  new  matter,  which  pro- 
duced in  them  a  mora  or  leas  marked  pustu- 
latiou,  similar  to  that  produced  by  vaccina- 
tion,—flri(i»A  Mtd.  Jour. 


LOCATIONS. 
Homceopathic  Phy^cians  desiring  to  settle 
In  the  State  of  Michigan  are  requested  to 
write  to  the  editor  of  the  journal,  hs  will 
take  pleasure  in  directlnr  them  to  several 
very  desirable  lacations. 


SiHBiCBHIA     PuKPUBHi —Doctor     A.     N. 

McDowell,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the 
United  States  General  Hospital,  at  Trenton, 
Mo.,  reports  the  result  of  his  treatment  of 
43  cases  of  smallpox  in  that  hospital.  Tbe 
general  treatment  nas  by  the  use  of  stimu- 
lants, lager  beer  being  swallowed  »d  liMunt; 
the  diet,  eggs  and  milk.  Tbe  purely  medi- 
cal treatment  was  in  the  use  af  the  ^arrac- 
enia  purpurea,  or  pitcher  plant.  An  ounce 
and  a  half  of  the  leaves  to  a  quart  of  boiliua. 
water  was  boiled  doiin  W  &  ^XW.  Mii^iii, 
and  a  wino  ulass  fuW  gn«a  «ri«T'j  t>Vs.V«^x«. 


14 


HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 


It  wOB  adminislared  in  36  out  of  43  cases. 
One  case  is  reported.  On  tjje  appparance  of 
the  eruption,  Ibe  remedj'  was  given.  The 
ernpUon,  instead  of  proceeding  to  suppura- 
tion as  UB^iai,  began  to  dr;  up;  tlie  ewelling 
of  the  part  diminisbed,  the  secondary  ferer 
was  slight,  and  all  the  symptoma  were  miti- 
gated. In  a  short  Lime,  instead  of  scabbing, 
the  scales  fell  off  like  braa.  The  oaaul  pit- 
ting was  also  prevented  by  this  treatment, 
the  scales  as  tbey  came  off  leaving  tlie  face  I 
smooth.  Bnt  four  deaths  occurred.  Dr.  ' 
McD.  concludes  his  report  in  the  American 
Medical  Tintei  by  BtatlnK  that  "  the  conclu- 
sion ia  inevitable  that  aa 
tiseful  medicoe  In  variola. 


Pore  Qlobuleb — Pubb  Alcohol. 

Some  Physicians  Etill  persist  iu  the  uie  of 
the  all-augar  globules  made  by  Iha  confec- 
tioners in  pans  used  for  flavored  candies 
instead  of  nsina  tbe  part — sugar  of  milk 
pellets  made  by  a  Honneopath  who  never 
applies  his  apparatus  to  any  other  purpose. 
The  difference  in  cost  is  about  one  cent  an 
OQDce,  the  difference  in  actual  value  to  the 
physician  how  much  1 

Then  some  M.  D.'s  prefer  Alcohol  that 
is  odorantof  fuse!  oil,  etc.,  etc.,  because  it 
cost!  half  a  cent  an  ounce  less  than  one  that 
is  absolutflly  free  from  any  imparity. 
Query — Do  the  medium  dilutions  prepared 
with  such  alcohol  contain  as  much  medicine 
u  they  do  the  impurities  ot  tbe  spirit  1 

Decbeasb  of  Population  im  Edbope. — 
Population  In  any  coauCry  has  a  tendency 
to  Increase  more  rapidly  than  tbe  means  of 
snbeisteDce  can  Increase.  Popalation  doub- 
les In  twenty  or  twenty-five  years.  Sub. 
siatence  (unless  under  very  extraordinary 
oiicnmstances)  will  not  increase  in  anything 
like  this  ratio.  The  disproportion  must  be 
Icept  down,  either  by  increase  of  deaths  or 
by  a  diminution  In  the  amount  of  subsistence 
enjoyed  by  each  individual,  or  by  diminution 
of  births  through  fewer  and  later  marriages, 
or  by  emigration.  Ever  since  the  commen- 
cement of  the  potato  disease  in  1845,  if  not 
a  little  earlier,  there  has  been  a  very  marked 
diminution  in  the  rate  at  which  population 
has  advanced  in  Western  Europe.  Ia  France 
the  rate  of  increase  was  estimated  at  0.646 
pea  annum  from  1801  to  1836 ;  at  0.446  from 
I8B9  to  1856,  and  is  now  less.  In  Western 
Qormany  there  has  been  an  eitremely  slow 
Increase  in  most  parts,  ati  actual  diminution 
in  others— Electoral  and  Grand  Ducal  Hesse. 
In  Qreat  Britain  the  population  sines  the 
censua  of  1811,  has  increased  not  faster  than 
that  of  France.  That  of  Ireland  has  greatly 
diminisbed.  That  of  Scotland  has  scarcely 
increased  at  all.  The  whole  Increase  Is  in 
England  and  Walet,  and  generally  speaking 


in  tbe  towns  and  mannfocturing  districts. 
To  take  the  case  of  England  and  Wales 
alone  these  had  18,000,000  of  inhabitants  in 
18G1,  20,000,000  In  1861;  bnt  It  must  be 
remembered  that  England  draws  constantly 
increasing  supplies  of  people  from  other 
parts;  the  whole  2,000,000,  therefore,  can 
on  tbe  set  dewn  at  tbe  natural  increase. 

Pbobahle  Ddbitioh  or  Life  in  FaTBisi- 
cal  Pibbohb. — With  regard  to  the  probable 
duration  of  life  of  such  persons  as  are 
doomed  to  die  of  phthisis,  Dr.  Bruckner  has 
deduced  from  his  statistical  investigations 
the  following  concluaions  ; — In  a  person  of 
phthisical  constitution,  the  danger  of  becom- 
ing affected  with  consumption  increases  up 
to  the  twentieth  year,  when  it  has  reached 
Its  highest  point.  The  danger  may  be  reck- 
oned as  equal  to  21.05  years  of  life,  so  that 
such  a  person  at  the  age  of  23  years  has  the 
same  expectancy  of  life  as  a  healthy  indivi- 
dual at  44.  From  the  thirtieth  year  when  it 
may  be  reckoned  as  equivalent  to  IT, 42  years 
of  life,  the  danger  goes  on  diminishing.  In 
the  fortieth  year  It  U  equal  to  13.94  years,  in 
the  fiftieth  to  7*23  only.  In  the  seventieth 
year  the  danger  is  at  an  end,  a  person  of 
phthisical  constitution  having  the  same  pro- 
spects of  life  aa  any  other  individual  of  that 
age.  Under  similar  circumstances,  phthisical 
persons  of  the  female  sex  die  more  rapidly 
and  at  an  earlier  age  than  males.  The  female 
sex  reaches  some  years  earlier  than  the  male 
its  highest  point  of  mortality  from  phthisis. 

If  a  person  is  actually  aflbcted  with 
phthisis,  bis  probable  duration  of  life  is  21 
months  and  9  days.  A  pregnant  woman, 
during  the  duration  of  her  pregnancy,  is  not 
likely  to  die  of  phthisis.  After  delivery,  a 
consumptive  woman  bos  probably  not  more 
than  six  weeks  to  live.  For  all  phthisical 
persons,  the  danger  of  dying  is  considerably 
greater  in  spring,  less  in  summer  and  winter, 
and  least  of  all  late  in  summer,  towards 
autumn.  If  a  phthisical  person  removes 
from  a  warm  to  a  cold  climate,  the  danger 
of  death  is  thereby  greatly  increased. — 
Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  from  Can$tatt't 
Jahreihtrieht. 

Cow  FOX  Matteb. — A  new  Importation  of 
fresh  matter  at  an  advanced  price  (2— tube 
safely  packed  and  sent  by  mail.  Detroit 
Homceopathic  Pharmacy. 

Viaciira  yiBoa,  of  a  reliable  kind  is  very 
scarce.  Homceopathio  Phyiaciana  will  be 
credited  with  75  els.  for  each  scale  of  virus , 
they  will  send  to  Detroit  Homisopathic 
Pharmacy,  put  up  air-tight,  and  warranted 
as  coming  from  healthy  children  of  healihy 
families. 
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Every  disease  is  described  so  that  it  can  be 
readily  detected,  and  the  most  reliable  rem- 
edies pointed  out  with  a  clearness  and  pre- 
cision not  found  in  the  large  books.  It  has 
been  often  remarked  that  his  small  Tolume 
contains  more  practical  information  than 
some  of  the  large  octavos.  The  new  edition, 
while  preserving  the  valuable  characteristics 
of  the  old,  will  contain  the  treatment  of 
Diptheria  and  several  other  diseases  not  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  editions,  and  many  other 
additions  of  real  utility.  It  will  also  contain 
directions  for  the  homoeopathic  application  of  the 
new  remedies. 
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Dr.  LODGE,  Detroit  Homoeopathio  Pharmacy, 
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Morgan  on  Diphtheria, $  ^20 

Morgan's  Supplement  to  Domestic  Ho- 
moeopathy,   1,06 

Dudgeon's  Lectures, 3,00 

Yeldham's  Acute  Diseases, 2 

Yeldham  on  Venereal 1 ,00 

New   Repertory,  five  parts, 7,50 

Both*s  Gymnastics, 1,00 

Roth's  Treatment  of  ParaJvm 1,00 


Roth's  Movement  Cure,  8,00 

Roth's  Chronic  Diseases, . . . , 3,00 

Dr.  Ryan's    Monthly   Homoeopathic 

Review,  per  year 4,00 

British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  per 

year, 4,00 

American  Homoeopathic  Review,  per 

year, 3,00 

North  American  Journal  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, per  year 3,00 

Douglas'  Practical  Homoeopathy, ....  40 

Palmer's  Pocket  Voltaic  Battery, . . .  7,50 

Hall's  Constant  Battery,  completOj . . .  13,00 


AspiDiN. — This  is  the  name  given  by 
Pavesi  to  the  substance  which  he  considers 
to  be  the  active  principle  of  male  fern.  He 
prepares  it  by  displacing  the  freshly  dried 
root  with  alcohol,  distilling  oflf  the  spirit, 
and  boiling  the  residue  with  a  small  quantity 
of  burnt  lime.  The  deposit  yields  to  alcohol 
a  yellowish  residous  mass,  of  a  nauseous 
bitter  taste,  insoluble  in  water  and  alkalies, 
It  is  very  doubtful  whether  this  preparation 
be  pure  enough  to  deserve  the  name  of  the 
active  principle. 
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Arnica  court  plaster,  per  dozen, ....  60a75 
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Uriica,  per  dozen 2  00 

Cases,  of  all  kinds,  filled  or  empty,  as 
good  and  as  cYieap  ?ia  \v.\.  wi^  oXXv^t 
pharmacy.  New  tty\e^  3\x^\.  \e»^w^^ 
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Corks^  finest  quality  per  gross,  No.  1 
80  cts.,  No.  2  35  cts.,  No.  3  46  cts., 
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Santonine,  pure,  per  ounce 2  00 

Spatulas,  bone  26,  ivory 35 
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names  of  medicines, — a  new  plate 
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QUESTION    OF    DOSE. 

B7  C.  J.  HBMPBLi  K.  D. 

[An  intelligent  physician  who  is  giving  np 
the  uncertainties  of  Allopathic  practice, 
writes:— 

'*  I  am  studying  and  practising,  as  far  as 
possible.  Homeopathy,  and  am  quite  satis- 
fied wjth  the  results  of  my  investment  of 
thought\  and  money  so  far.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference of  teaching  in  regard  to  "  dose," 
which  is  just  now  giving  me  a  good  deal  of 
trouble. 

Dr.  E  M.  Hale  in  the  preface  to  hisex'^el- 
lent  monograph  on  Gelseminum  lays  down  a 
'  general  axiom  of  the  law  of  dose,'  that 
when  a  oroup  of  symptoms,  &c  ,  constitut- 
ing a  disease,  resembles  the  primary  symp- 
toms, &c.,  of  a  drug,  such  drug  should  be 
given  in  small  doses,  and  vU-e  versa. 


the  primary  symptoms  prevail,  a  large  dose 
is  preferable  to  a  small  one.' 

For  the  information  of  this  physician  as 
many  others,  we  present  the  following  ar- 
ticle from  the  pen  of  Prof.  Hempel,  whidi 
we  have  just  received  from  him.] 

The  question  of  dose  has  been  unnecessar- 
ily, and,  in  my  opinion,  injudiciously  com- 
plicated by  the  writers  of  our  school.  Hah- 
nemann,  struck  by  his  discovery  that  a  very 
small  quantity  of  drug-power  is  sufficient  to 
curatively  a£fect  the  organism  in  correspond- 
ing states  of  su£fering,  was  very  naturaUy 
fascinated  by  this  extraordinary  phenome- 
non, to  sach  an  extent  that  he  made  the  use 
of  an  infinitesimal  dose  the  test  of  orthodox 
practice  in  accordance  with  the  law  '*  sim^Hf 
nmililnts  eurantur"  Hahnemann's  immediate 
followers  made  an  infinitesimal  dose  the 
corner-stone  of  the  homeopathic  edifice.  Foi* 
a  long  time  the  middle  and  higher  attenua- 
tions, from  the  twelfth  to  the  thirtieth,  were 
considered  and  employed  as  the  standard 
''  homeopathic  "  dose.  Until  the  appearance 
of  the  Hygea,  the  doctrine  of  "homeopathic" 
dose  weighed  like  an  incubus  upon  the  Ho- 
meopathic School.  Science  and  experience 
have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  "  homeopathic  "  dose.  The 
term  "  homeopathic  "  applies  to  the  relation 
of  drugs  to  diseases.  A  medicine  is  homeo- 
pathic to  a  disease,  if  it  is  capable  of  affect- 
ing the  organism  in  health  similarly  to  the 
pathological  disturbance  which  had  been 
developed  in  the  tissues  by  some  one  of  the 
morbific  principles  or  forces  which  embody 
themselves  in  drua[s  as  their  natural  and 
orderly  substrata.  Such  a  medicine,  if  truly 
homeopathic  to  the  disease,  will  afiect  it 
curatively  in  most  cases,  even  if  admiui^tAX^^ 


Dr.  0.  J.  Hempel  in  his  Materia  Medica, 

pages  62  and  72,  lays  down  the  opposite  doc-    ^ , ^.«..-^»,-,* 

trine— oo  page  72,  fourth  paragiaph,  'while  I  n  a  proporUousWy  ^uxoW  ^^i«fe.    ^qtsv^^sc^^ 
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to  the  ordinary  doiei  of  the  dominant  school, 
the  millionth  part  of  a  grain  or  drop,  or  eren 
One,  two  or  three  drops  of  the  tincture  of 
such  drags  as  Chamomllla,  Euphrasia,  Pul- 
satilla and  a  number  of  others,  might  still  be 
ccmsidered  a  tolerably  small  dose.  Experi- 
ence, however,  has  shown  that  such  quanti- 
ties, if  the  drugs  are  strictly  homeopathic  to 
the  diseases  for  which  they  are  administered) 
are  unnecessarily  and  often  hurtfully  large. 
A  scientific  classification  and  graduation 
of  doses,  according  to  their  size,  is  impos- 
sible. All  such  arrangements  depend  in  a 
great  measure  upon  the  fancy  of  the  indivi- 
dual practitioner,  upon  the  susceptibilities 
of  the  patient,  and  upon  other  incidental 
circumstances.  A  few  drops  of  the  tenth 
attenuation  of  Digitalis  have  repeatedly  in- 
duced paroxysms  of  vertigo ;  yet  who  would 
call  a  few  drops  of  such  a  preparation  a 
large  dose  in  an  absolute  sense  1  In  a  case 
of  dysentery  I  have  seen  the  most  marked 
aconite-symptoms  developed  by  a  single 
drop  of  the  third  centesimal  attenuation  of 
this  agent  mixed  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water; 
yet  such  a  dose  would  be  considered  very 
small  by  any  person  of  common  sense.  Yet, 
if  these  drugs  were  strictly  homeopathic  to 
the  .  disease,  the  doses  in  which  they  were 
administered,  were  evidently  too  large,  at 
any  rate  unnecessarily  large. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  often  been  ob- 
liged, in  cases  of  organic  dropsy,  to  adminis- 
ter the  tincture  of  Digitalis  in  five-drop 
4o8es  three,  four  or  five  times  a  day,  before 
the  medicine  afibrded  the  desired  relief.  In 
an  absolute  sense  these  doses  are  tolerably 
large ;  yet,  if  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  drug 
had  been  given,  it  would  have  remained  in- 
effectual; the  dose  would  have  been  too 
small.  It  is  needless  to  multiply  these  illu- 
strations in  order  to  show  that  the  terms 
]arge  and  small,  if  applied  to  the  size  of  the 
dose,  have  to  be  understood  in  a  relative 
sense,  and  that  a  dose  which,  in  an  absolute 
sense,  is  either  large  or  small,  may  be  the 
opposite  with  reference  to  a  concrete  case. 

All  new  beginneis  in  Homeopathy  are 

more  or  less  puzzled  b  j  the  question  of  dose, 

nor  do  their  minds  become  settled  on  the 

^ubJeoL  aaUl  Ihejr  bare  famUi&nzed  them- 


selves with  the  philosophy  and  practical 
results  of  this  great  science  by  persevering 
and  enlightened  observations  at  the  sick  bed. 
In  the  meanwhile  a  few  suggestions  which 
have  been  derived  from  this  source  by  un- 
prejudiced co-temporaries,  may  prove  of 
use  to  inquiring  beginners. 

In  my  Materia  Medica  I  have  laid  down 
the  doctrine  that  the  lower  attenuations  or 
triturations  are  more  particularly  adapted 
to  the  primary  stage  of  a  pathological  dis- 
order.   In  a  case  of  catarrhal  or  rheumatic 
fever,  for  instance,  I  should  give  the  first  or 
second  attenuation  of  the  indicated  remedy. 
Aconite,  Belladonna  or  some  other  drug,  if 
I  were  called  during  the  incipient  invasion 
of  the  disease,  before   the  reactive  stage 
characterized   by  heat  and  dryness  of  the 
skin,  and  a  full,  more  or  less  bounding  or 
jerking  pulse  had  set  in.    Five  or  six  drops 
of  such  an  attenuation  in  a  small  tumblerful! 
of  water  might  prove  the  right  dose  as  far 
as  quantity  is  concerned.    In  many  cases  it 
might  even  be  preferable  to  give  one  or  two 
drops  of  the  tincture  in  the  same  quantity 
of  water.    A  large  dose  of   Aconite  will 
depress  the  pulse  and  the  temperature  of 
the  body.    In  infiammatory  diseases  which 
are  ushered  in  by  a  chill  and  an  increased 
rapidity  and  diminished  volume  of  the  pulse, 
I  should  prescribe  the  tincture  or  the  lower 
attenuations  of  Aconite,  if  homeopathic  to 
the  disease,  provided  I  saw  the  patient  at 
this  stage.  I  designate  this  first  invasion  of 
the  disease  as  its  primary  stage,  and  the 
depression  of  the  heart's  action  and  of  the 
animal  temperature  as  the  primary  stage  of 
the  Aconite-disease,  which,  if  the  reactive 
energy  of  the  organism  is  not  destroyed  by 
the  poison,  will  sooner  or  later  be  followed 
by  an  opposite  train  of  symptoms  which  I 
designate  as  the  reactive  or  secondary  stage. 
Other  physicians  may  extend  the  boundary 
of  the  primary  stage  and  may  include  the 
secondary  stage  in  this  definition.    The  pri- 
mary btage  proper  being  generally  of  short 
'luration,  we  are  scarcely  ever  called  to  a 
patient  before  the  secondary  or    reactive 
stage  which  some  authors  designate  as  the 
primary  stage,  has  set  in.    For  this  stage  a 
smaller  dose  is  recommended  than  might 
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often  be  required  alfler  this  stage  has  already 
run  s  certain  course.  But  all  such  state- 
ments are  more  or  less  arbitrary,  and  our 
best  writers  still  differ  very  widely  on  the 
size  of  doses.  In  this  number  I  do  not  in- 
clude fanatical  dogmatists,  some-pfwhom 
see  no  salvation  in  any  but  the  most  massive 
doses,  whereas  others  anathematize  all  but 
the  higher  attenuations  from  the  one  hun- 
dredth to  the  ten  thousandth  and  upwards. 
I  allude  to  authors  of  a  philosophical  turn  of 
mind,  who  consider  it  a  physician's  privilege 
to  use  the  whole  scale  of  our  preparations, 
from  the  tincture  upwards. 

In  general  we  may  lay  it  down  as  a  rule 
that  the  first,  second  or  third  atteDuatiou  of 
most  drugs  may  be  safely  used  in  all  acute 
and  even  in  most  chronic  diseases,  no  matter 
at  what  stage  we  are  called  upon  to  treat 
them.    In  many  cases  of  acute  disorders 
more  especially  after  they  had  been  dilly- 
dallied with  by  the  so-called  high  potenciesi 
we  shall  even  find  it  necessary  to  prescribe 
the  saturated  tincture  or  the  lowest  tritura- 
tions of  such  powerful  drugs  as  Arsenic,  in 
order  to  hasten  an  abiding   reaction.    In 
organic  diseases,  organic  dropsy,  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver  or  spleen,  chronic  swelling 
of  joints,  bones,   &c.,  and  in  a  variety  of 
chronic  cutaneous  disorders,  I  prefer  the 
lower  preparations  to  the  higher.    In  acute 
or  chronic  diseases  arising  from  the  action 
of  some  malignant  miasm  or  virus,  I  never 
fall  to  resort  to  the  lower  preparations.    If 
the  remedy  is  strictly  homeopathic  to  the 
case,  it  should  be  given  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ty to  determine  the  curative  reaction  of  the 
organism  in  the  specific  direction  of  the 
disease.  It  is  Impossible  to  indicate  positive 
and  unvarying  rules  in  regard  to  dose,  but 
it  is  safe  to  caution  a  beginning  practitioner 
of  Homeopathy  against  the  pernicious  fal- 
lacy that,  if  the  remedy  is  homeopathic  to 
the  disease,  the  size  of  the  dose  is  of  no 
consequence.      Many  valuable  lives    have 
been  sacrificed  by  this  heartless  and  ignor- 
ant dogmatism,    which   might   have   been 
saved  by  a  philosophical  application  of  the 
principles  of  our  Art. 

We  would  say  to  all  our  friends  that  a 

dose,  of  itself,  is  neither  large  Dort-maUf  and 

hat  it  odJ/  becomes  to  when  maasored  by 


the  wants  of  the  sick  organism.  It  to  sftiial| 
when  insufficient  to  subdue  the  disease  at 
promptly,  thoroughly  and  safelv  as  the  nat<* 
ure,  the  course  of  the  disesle,  L^^  th# 
quality  of  the  organism  would  a  (In.  it  <  1  H 
is  large  if  the  cure  is  unnecess.riiy  c( mpli<4 
cated  with  the  manifestatioi  cf  avoidable 
drug-effects. 

It  is  time  that  our  contortions  about 
the  size  of  the  dose  should  cease.  Our 
object  is  to  cure  our  patients  with  as  little 
and  no  more  of  the  specific  homeopathio 
agent  than  is  required  to  effect  this  great 
end  ;^  let  our  attention  be  directed  towards 
it  with  an  enlightened  liberality  and  un« 
ceasing  watchfulness,  and  we  may  succeedi 
in  the  course  of  time,  in  arriving  at  such 
general  principles  in  regard  to  the  size  and 
repetition  of  doses,  as  may  prove  sufficiently 
accurate  to  serve  as  permanent  landmarks 
to  the  student  of  Homeopathy. 


BEUa  PROVING. 

BY  P.  Pr  WELLS,  M.  D.,  fiROOELTN,  N.  T.* 

The  attempt  to  cure  diseases  by  the  use 
of  drugs  was  first  made  many  centuries  ag0| 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  theso 
have  been  the  favorite  agents  in  the  hands 
of  men  who  have  devoted  their  time  and 
talents  to  curing  the  sick.    In  many  gener<i 
ations    they  have  constituted   almost   the 
entire  arsenal  from  which  this  class  of  men 
have  drawn  the  resources  demanded  by  the 
duties  of  their  special  calling ;  and  in  aU 
time,  since  they  were  first  brought  into  use, 
they  have  been  largely  the  majority  of  all 
the  means  employed  in  the  art  of  healings 
In  their  use,  with  patients  and  their  friendS| 
there  has  always  been  a  kind  of  mystery, 
which  carried  with  it  a  peculiar  charm, 
which  sanctified  and  made  toleiable,  the 
otherwise    intolerable   disgust   inseparable 
from  the  common  experience  of,  their  ad** 
ministration    and    effects.      While    on  the 
other  hand,  with  the  profession,  this  mjste* 
ry  has  been  cherished  and  magnified  as  an 
object  dear  to  the  heart,  and  a  means  of 
exalting  the  estimation  of  the  Im^^xVAXiRj^  ^ 
the  funcllona  they  \«Qte  voi'^^c^^^  \»  \)f 
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^zaeating.  The  association  of  mystery  and 
Ignorance  is  no  new  compact,  neither  has  it 
been  a  novelty,  for  many  centuries,  when 
affectation  of  the  one  has  been  made  to 
•erre  as  a  dhrer  for  the  other.  This  is  as 
old,  and  has  been  as  common,  as  the  sub- 
stitute of  arrogant  assumption  for  positive 
knowledge.  But,  has  mystery  in  the  use  of 
the  drugs  been  made  a  cover  for  ignorance 
of  their  nature  and  effects  1  Let  the  ex- 
perience of  any  man^  well  informed  in  the 
premises,  answer.  Is  not  the  continued 
experience  of  thirty  centuries,  of  the  use  of 
drags  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  Iei  suffi- 
dent  answer  to  the  charge,  or  suspicion,  of 
ignorance  of  their  nature  and  effects,  on  the 
p<rt  of  those  to  whom  they  are  still  chief 
ftiTorites,  and  a  principal  reliance  in  this 
treatment  1  Let  the  current  treatises  on 
Materia  Medica,  of  the  old  school  of  medi- 
cine, stripped  of  their  unacknowledged  bor- 
rowings from  that  of  the  new,  answer.  It 
may  be  affirmed  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  beyond  a  few  of  the  most  obvious 
generic  effects  of  drugs,  the  ignorance  of 
their  actions  on  t&e  living  organism  has 
been  most  complete,  through  the  centuries 
in  which  they  have  been  so  liberally  em- 
ployed. And  further,  that  the  medical  pro- 
fession, while  content  with  a  hypothetical 
pbilosophy  of  diseases,  was  also  so  far  satis- 
fled  with  this  ignorance  of  the  nature  and 
action  of  the  agents  it  employed  for  their 
cure,  as  to  have  taken  no  measures,  worthy 
of  respect,  for  its  removal.  A  few  writers, 
in  all  this  time,  more  enlightened  than  their 
fellows,  were  alone  conscious  of  the  disabili- 
ties arising  from  this  state  of  things,  and 
had  slight  and  occasional  glimpses  of  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  its  removal ;  but 
Bot  one  of  these  even,  put  forth  an  earnest 
effort  to  realize  his  own  conceptions  of  the 
needed  reform.  It  was  not  until  the  dis- 
eovery  of  the  law  by  which  diseases  are 

I 

eared  by  drugs,  that  there  was  any  concep- 
tion of  the  extent  or  importance  of  drug 
actions  on  the  living  organism ;  much  less 
of  the  necessity  of  an  exact  knowledge  of 
them,  in  order  to  an  intelligent  use  of  these 
agents  for  the  cure  of  the  sick.  This  dis- 
corezy  discloaed  the  necessity  of  an  exact 


and  exhaustive  knowledge  of  drug  action, 
and  imposed  the  obligation  of  serious  and 
continued  efforts  to  attain  it.  This  necessity 
was  first  observed,  and  this  obligation  first 
acknowledged  and  obeyed,  by  the  discove- 
rer of  this  law  of  cure ;  and  the  knowledge, 
when  gained,  he  called  the  proving  of  the 
drug.  They  are  both  now  fully  recognized 
by  the  adherents  of  the  school  of  practice 
he  inaugurated,  and  with  them  the  only 
question  now  is,  how,  and  By  what  means, 
is  this  knowledge  to  be  gained  1  or,  in  other 
words,  what  is  necessary  to  obtain  an  answer 
to  the  two  following  questions :  ^ 

What  is  a  drug  1  and,  what  is  it  to  prove 
that  drug  1  . 

In  order  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
true  answer  to  the  first  question,  we  must 
go  back  of  it  and  ask  another— What  is 
lifel  Answer:  The  continued  action  of 
those  forces,  through  and  upon  the  organs 
of  the  body,  which  preserve  it  from  decay. 
This  is  life.  And  health  is  that  balanced 
action  of  these  forces  which  preserves  the 
integrity  of  all  its  parts.  In  this  balance  is 
the  conservatism  of  the  whole,  without  this> 
destruction  of  parts  more  or  less  is  the 
result,  the  value  of  which  is  determined  by 
the  importance  and  number  of  oigans  or 
functions  involved. 

A  drug  is  any  material  agent  the  ingestion 
of  which  is  capable  of  so  disturbing  this 
balanced  action  of  the  vital  forces,  that  the 
functions  of  one  or  more  of  the  organs  of 
the  body  are  no  longer  executed  in  the 
manner  the  best  welfare  of  the   whole  re- 
quires ;  and  all  material  agents  capable  of 
so  acting  on  the  living  organism,  are  drugs* 
Hence  drugs  are  destructive.    Th  •  differ- 
ence, and  the  only  apparent  difference  be- 
tween drugs  and  food,  is  that  of  destruction, 
and  conservation 

To  prove  a  drug  is  simply  to  a8certain< 
what  disturbances  of  this  balance  it  is  cap- 
able of  producing.  What  are  the  organs  it 
iuvados,  and  what  aie  the  modifications  of 
function  it  produces'?  Answers  to  these- 
quesiions,  when  ascertained  and  recorded, 
are  the  proving  of  that  dru^. 

How  are  these  answers  to  be  obtained  1 1n 
the  first  place,  they  can  only  be  gained  satis. 
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fkctorily,  in  circumstances  which  make  the 
problem  a  simpk^one.  Any  circumstance 
which  complicates  the  inquiry  diminishes  or 
destroys  the  value  of  the  answer.  These 
are  to  be  guarded  against  chiefly  :  First, 
in  the  quality  of  the  drug.  It  must  be  pure, 
t.  #.,  it  must  possess  all  its  active  properties, 
and  be  free  from  mixture  with  other  drugs. 
Second,  in  the  state  of  the  prover.  He  must 
have  in  himself  that  balance  of  the  action 
of  the  vital  forces  which  we  call  health,  and 
which  we  propose  to  disturb  by  the  drug ; 
and,  third,  in  the  circumstances  which 
surround  the  prover.  These  must  be  such 
as  are  not  liable  of  themselves  to  produce 
disturbances  which  may  be  put  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  drug. 

Having,  so  far  as  possible,  secured  these 
necessary  conditions,  how  shall  we  proceed 
to  prove  a  drug  1  It  is  pure,  the  prover  is 
healthy,  and  of  such  intellectual  and  moral 
character  as  to  qualify  him  for  the  great 
work,  and  his  circumstances  such  as  to 
warrant  a  reasonable  Areedom  from  compli- 
cating disturbances,  and  now  what  shall  the 
prover  do  1 

In  the  flrst  place,  he  shall  not  depart  in 
any  way  from  any  of  his  ordinary  habits  of 
life,  with  a  view  to  avoid  modifying  influen- 
ces, because  his  life  is  based  on  these  habits 
and  conformed  to  them,  and  any  important 
^change  in  these,  must  result  in  changes 
more  or  less  important,  which  may  be  put 
to  the  account  of  the  drug.  His  food, 
drinks,  sleep  and  exercise  must  l^  such  as 
he  has  been  accustomed  to.  His  common 
pursuits  should  not  be  departed  from,  and 
every  circumstance  and  act  the  nearest  pos- 
sible to  those  of  his  common  daily  experi- 
ence. And,  then,  to  be  a  proyer  of  the 
drug,  he  must  possess  such  susceptibilities 
to  its  action  as  will  admit  of  developing  in 
him  the  specific  results  of  its  use 

All  men  and  women  are  not  equally  good 
provers,  neither  is  any  one  equally  a  good 
prover  of  all  drugs.  Most  persons  have 
*  some  peculiar  susceptibilities  to  the  action 
of  some  drugs,  of  which  they  are  conse- 
quently good  provers.  And  if  others  fail  of 
Tealiziog  results  which  verify  their  experi- 
lenc^,  this  is  not  therefore  to  be  rejected. 


Peculiar  susceptibilities  make  the  knowledge 
ofpeculiar  foots  possible,  and  their  posses- 
sion of  the  greater  value,  because  peculiar. 
He  must  not  only  have  the  requisite  sus- 
ceptibility, but  also  that  intelligence  of  sub- 
jective phenomena  which  will  enable  him 
rightly  to  appreciate  and  record  them  intel- 
ligently. In  this  there  is  a  wide  difforence 
in  men  and  women,  both  in  the  perception 
and  description  of  such  phenomena. 

Every  practitioner  of  much  experienoe 
has  found  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  some 
patients  an  intelligent  account  of  their  suf- 
ferings, not  because  they  did  not  suffer,  but 
because  of  this  deficient  power  of  perception 
and  expression.  Such  persons  can  never  be 
good  provers.  A  good  prover  must  also  * 
honestly  record  all  experienced  facts,  after 
the  commencement  of  his  experiment,  and 
be  equally  scrupulous  in  avoiding  skepti- 
cism, imaginary  phenomena,  and  undue -col- 
oring of  those  which  are  real.  It  has  beoi 
too  common  with  some  excellent  men  to 
receive  all  facts,  at  first,  with  suspicion,  and 
to  regard  this  as  a  duty  and  function  of 
superior  wisdom,  never  realizing  that  a  fact 
suspected  is  more  than  half  rejectcfd,  and 
that  whether  suspected  or  rejected,  it  is  a 
fact  still,  and  its  value  in  no  wise  affected  by 
this  absurd  mistake.  Such  persons  can 
never  be  good  provers,  if  indeed,  they  can 
be  provers  at  all.  A  prover,  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  his  experiment,  must  be  in  that 
degree  of  physiological  equilibrium  which 
is  not  subject  daily  and  hourly  to  abnormal 
sensations  and  disturbance  of  fnnctionSi 
whiqh  would  invalidate  or  complicate  his 
observations. 

These  most  requisitive  preliminaries  being 
secured,  and  having  determined  to  make  the 
experiment  of  proving  a  drug,  what  is  the 
object  to  be  sought  1  We  answer,  princi- 
pally to  ascertain  those  facts  which  place 
the  given  drug  in  the  series  of  curative 
agents ;  by  which  also  it  is  related  to  disea- 
sed conditions,  and  by  which  those  condi« 
tions  may  be  cured.  But  are  not  all  dit*, 
turbances  of  the  vital  forces,  such  as  hare 
been  stated  in  the  outset  of  these  observA^ 
tions,  alike  so  lelatAd'V    ^^VX&T^Na^x&saR^ 
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•elion  have  not  an  eqnal  valne  in   ibis 

veepaei    Andwll^e  all  are  the  proper  sab- 

jectoof  reocrd  by  the  prover,  all  are  not 

equally  cnrative,  and  some  probably  not 

CuratiTe  at  all.    The  proper  object  of  the 

prover  is  to  ascertain  those  which  cure.   Or, 

in  other  words,  those  which  are  peculiar  to 

the  drug,  and  which  distinguish  its  action 

from  that  of  other  drugs ;  the  power  to  cure 

Ifaring  been  fixed  in  these,  and  not  in  those 

symptoms  which  are  common  to    it   and 

other  drugs.    If  it  had  been  otherwise  or- 

dered,  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  curative 

in  a  given  case  of  disease,  by  any  distinctive 

signs,  would  have  necessitated  the  giving 

the  series  of  drugs  successively  to  which  the 

symptoms  in  common  belong,  till  the  right 

•was  found,  till  which  time  the  sufferings  cf 

the  patient  would  remain  unrelieved,  and 

perhaps  his  safety  be  compromised.    The 

proper  object  then  of  the  prover  of  a  drug 

is  to  ascertain  its  characteristic  symptoms, 

and  to  distinguish  them  from  those  common 

to  other  drugs.    This  can  only  be  done  by 

recording  all  ^e  facts  observed,  and  then 

eomparing  this  record  with  the  records  of 

the  ascertained  eflects  of  other  drugs,  and 

noting  the  resemblances    and    differences. 

The  proving  of  a  drug,  then,  consists  of  two 

parts,    the  observation  and  record  of  its 

actions,  and  tho  analysis  and  comparison  of 

them  with  the  recorded  observations  of  the 

actions  of  ether  drugs. 

Having  complied  with  all  the  requisites 
for  a  true  proving  and  having  a  clear  view 
of  its  proper  object,  what  course  shall  be 
taken  to  secure  it  1  This  is  made  up  of  two 
parts.  The  dose — how  much,  and  in  what 
state;  and  the  repetitions;  how  often  it 
shall  be  taken  1  First  of  the  dose.  It  may 
be  of  the  crude  drug,  or  of  a  low  or  high 
potence  of  it.  Which  is  preferable!  In  a 
given  case,  the  answer  to  this  will  depend, 
first,  on  the  nature  of  the  drug;  and,  second, 
oil  the  susceptibility  of  the  prover.  Those 
drugs  which  in  their  natural  state  affect  the 
organism  but  slightly,  as  Carbo  veg.  and 
ffilicea,  require  to  be  potentized  in  order  to 
the  development  of  their  characteristic 
effects  on  the  prover.  While  those  which 
«re  prompt  in  their  action,  as  Ipecac.,  may 


i^i^ 


be  proved  in  the  crude  state  or  in  low  po> 
tancies ;  but  if  the  drag  be  actively  pofscrti- 
oos,  as  Merc,  cor.,  it  can'M  proved  only  In 
the  potencies. 

The  object  of  the  proving  is  a  knowledge 
of  what  is  peculiar  to  the  drug — ^its  charac> 
teristics.    In  those  drugs  which  are  com- 
paratively inert  in  their  natural  state,  these 
are  rarely  developed  after  crude  doses.    So 
that  most  of  the  so- called  provings  of  such 
substances,  in  such  doses,  are  comparatively 
valueless.    The  same  is,  to  a  great  extent 
true  of  such  provings  of  active  poisons.  The 
one  class  is  expelled  from  the  system  with- 
out ever  coming  into  active  relation  to  the 
forces  of  life,  with  a  manifestation  of  few  or 
no  symptoms ;   the  other,  by  the  violence  of 
its  action,  causes  its  speedy  expulsion,  with 
few  symptoms,  and  these  such  as  are  com- 
mon to  the  drugs  of  its  class,  and  are  there- 
fore of  little  or   no  practical  value.    The 
disturbances  of  functions  are  such  as  might 
have  been  the  result  of  almost  any  drug  of 
its  class  and  therefore  a  generic  and  not 
characteristic;    and    for    this    reason,    not 
curative;    and  so    are    no    answer  to  the 
problem  before  the  prover.    This  is  probab- 
ly the  true  explanation  of  the  poverty  of  the 
provings  of  Tartar  emet.,  Corrosive  sublim- 
ate, and  some  others.    The  second  element 
in  determining  the  state  of  the  drng  to  be 
taken,  and  its  quantity,  is  the  susceptibility 
of  the  prover.     The  greater  this,   the  less 
the  dose,  as  a  general  rule.   If  the  onanism 
be  powerfully  impressed  suddenly,  it  may 
tio  revolt  against  the  dose  as  to  expel  it  at 
once,  with  only  generic  S}  mptoms,  and  the 
prover  fails  of  his  object.     If  the  prover  be 
of  only  moderate  impressibility,   he    may 
realize  valuable  results  Irom  larger  doses. 
If  very  obtuse,  he  is  but  poorly  fitted  for  his 
work.    In  a  word,  he  is  to  take  the  drug  in 
such  doses  as  will  admit  of  and  secure  the 
pervasion  of  his  organism  by  it,  so  that  its 
effects  may  be  developed  in  the  functions  of 
the  various  organs  of  his  body.    This  can 
generally  be  better  done  by  its  gradual  than 
sudden  introduction;    as  in  this  way    wo 
avoid  those  violent  functional  alarms,  which, 
when  they  occur  in  a  proving,  work  our 
certain  defeat.    Hence,    in  those  provingg. 
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where  a  first  dose  is  followed  by  no  marked 
results,  it  is  better  to  repeat  it,  and,  if  ne- 
cessary, many  times,  till  symptoms  are 
developed,  than  to  begin  tg  increase  the 
dose  with  each  repetition,  as  the  manner  of 
many  has  been.  This  method  usually  results 
in  a  few  generic  symptoms,  and  these  con- 
sequently are  not  worth  the  pains  they  cost. 
By  the  gradual  introduction  of  the  drug, 
the  organs  became  pervaded  by  it,  tolerate 
it  and  respond  to  its  specific  impression,  and 
its  characteristics  are  secured.  Hence  the 
great  error  of  ihose  who  have  questioned  the 
value  of  provings  with  high  potencies.  If 
the  attempted  proving  with  the^e,  owing  to 
the  unimpressible  nature  of  the  prover,  or 
from  any  other  cause,  produces  no  results^ 
it  can  in  no  way  invalidate  the  truth  of 
those  obtained  from  the  provings  of  others 
better  endowed  for  the  work.  From  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  symptoms  so  ob- 
tained, which  are  genuine,  must  possess  the 
highest  value. 

In  regard  to  the  repetition  of  doses  by  a 
prover,  it  is  to  be  governed  by  the  nature  of 
the  drug,  and  the  results  already  obtained. 
Drugs  of  slow  action,  as  Causticum,  Lyco- 
podium,  etc.,  are  to  be  taken  at  longer 
intervals  than  such  as  are  quick,  as  Aconite, 
Arnica,  Ipecac,  etc.  This  is  the  general 
rule,  which,  if  it  be  remembered,  with  this 
one  other,  to  repeat  no  dose  while  symp- 
toms are  being  realized  from  those  already 
taken,  the  prover  can  haraly  make  a  mis- 
take. This  last  is  equivalent  to  that  rule  in 
practice  which  forbids  the  repetition  of 
doses  while  those  previously  taken  are  still 
active,  and  in  all  provings,  is  of  imperative 
authority.  The  reason  for  this  is  that,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  the  total  symptoms 
of  a  drug  are  produced  in  sequences,  some 
earlier  and  some  later  in  the  series,  and 
while  these  are  being  developed,  a  repetition 
of  the  dose  only  sets  the  prover  back  to  the 
beginning  again,  and  by  continued  repetition 
of  this  process,  he  may  never  reach  those 
later  and  more  valuable  symptoms  which  a 
better  method  might  have  secured. 

The  second  and  not  the  last  important 
duty  of  the  prover  is,  to  record  the  symp- 
tomt  of  the  proving  as  they  occur.— Flr«t, 


in  the  order  of  their  appearance;  and, 
second,  with  all  their  attending  drcumstan* 
ces.  It  is  important  that  the  natural  order 
be  piiserved,  because  all  symptoms  in  the 
series  are  not  of  equal  valne,  and  one  of  the 
elements  which  enables  us  to  determine  the 
value  of  symptoms  is  the  date  of  their  oc- 
currence after  the  taking  of  the  dose  produ- 
cing them.  The  more  remote  from  the 
taking  of  the  dose,  the  greater  the  value  of 
the  symptom.  The  prover  is  to  be  explicit, 
in  recording  pains  experienced,  to  state 
their  exact  locality  and  quality.  It  is  not 
enough  to  know  he  had  pain,  he  must  state 
of  what  kind  it  was.  If  shooting,  in  what 
direction  it  passed.  If  it  appeared  first  on 
one  side  and  then  on  tiie  other,  to  note 
carefully  that  first  attacked,  so  that  it  may 
be  known  whether  the  symptoms  passed 
from  right  to  left,  and  the  reverse ;  and  if 
the  course  were  from  within  outward,  or  the 
reverse,  and  also  of  any  symptom  whether 
its  course  of  progress  were  from  above 
downwards  or  the  reverse.  In  these  peculi- 
arities are.  found  the  characteristics  of  many 
drugs.  He  will  also  note  most  carefully  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  appearance  of  a 
symptom,  and  also  all  those  which  cause  its 
aggravation  or  mitigation ;  such  as  time  of 
day,  morning,  forenoon,  afternoon,  evening, 
night,  before  midnight,  after  midnight,  or 
better  still,  if  possible,  the  exact  hour,  as 
many  valuable  symptoms  of  valuable  drugs 
are  characterized  by  this  fact,  as  those  of 
Lycopodium  which  appear  at  four,  p.  m., 
and  of  Kali  carb.  at  thr6e,  a.  ra.  He  must 
note  the  position  of  the  prover  when  the 
symptom  appeared,  and  also  those  positions 
by  which  the  symptom  is  aggravated  or 
relieved.  Was  he  standing,  walking,  sitting, 
lying ;  on  the  right  or  left  side,  -or  back ; 
hovr  it  is  affected  by  motion  or  repose  j  how 
by  particular  motion,  if  at  all ;  how  by 
eating,  drinking  and  sleep,  and  how  after 
these  ;  how,  if  at  all,  by  the  presence  and 
acts  of  others,  and  whatever  other  modify- 
ing acts  of  himself  or  others,  or  whatever 
other  circumstances  may  have  favored  the 
appearance,  or  increased  or  diminished  the 
intensity  of  the  symptom.  Th\a  '^vcV.  q1  "Cea 
duty  of  the  ptovet  a\LO^^\>«  Vci\SA\K^  ^^S2&ft 
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mora  eunMtly,  becanso  many  ezt«iuiTe 
rvooida  of  the  effects  of  drngi,  nben  these 
bava  been  omitted,  hare  been  made  and 

,  pnblished,  wbich  are  by  tbe  omUsion  ren- 
dered nearly  DBeless  in  practical  medicine. 
They  are  only  records,  they  are  Tery  far 
trom  being  proringa,  and  proTlngs  only  can 
have  practical  valne.  The  oxlent  to  wbicb 
our  Materia  Hadica  baa  suffered  at  the 
bands  of  JgDorant  translatorB  and  conden- 
■OTS  by  the  omisaiou  of  these  facts  of  the 
oilgtaial  record,  can  only  be  nnderstood  afler 
comparisoD  of  the  original  provings  of  tbe 
earlier  Homceopathists  and  their  assodates 
with  the  trauslaUoDS  and  abridgement*  of 
ttwM  gentlemen,  which  have  appeared  as 
"Hanoals"  and  "Codlaes."  These  latter 
kre  only  like  an  attempt  to  prodoee  a  living 
man  without  a  sobI.  These  elements  are  the 
Tery  life  of  a  proving. 

Then,  aa  has  twen  already  stated,  he  is 
f^thfollj  to  record  all  the  facts.  He  is  to 
judge  no  one  too  iD^gniQcant  for  oote.  How 
many  Bofierers  hare  been  reliersd  by  Eali 
c*rb.  by  the  intelligent  sCudent  of  the  Mate- 
ria  Medica,  who  knew  this  pecoliarlty  of  Its 
oongh  at  three  in  the  moming,  who  would 
have  been  unrelieTed  bad  this  fact  been 
ondlted  by  the  prover.  And  what  fact  in  its 
record  of  symptoms  appears  more  nnimpor- 
taot  to  bim  who  is  do  student  1  If  the  prover 
is  io  donbt  as  to  whether  any  Ikct  be  the  re- 
■Qlt  of  the  action  of  the  dmg,  let  it  be  re- 
corded as  a  fact  still  in  question,  but  en  no 
aoconnt  omit  it.  In  deciding  whether  it  be 
of  the  drag,  he  must  refer  to  his  ordinary 
past  experience,  when  not  subject  to  dmg 
acUon,  and  also  inquire  whether  it  can  more 
reasonably  be  referred  to  any  other  agent, 
and  then,  if  possible,  verify  the  fact  by  sub- 
■eqnent  observBtions.  In  hia  record  he  is  to 
remember  that  skepticism  ii  a  curse ;  and 
imagination  a  lie ;  and  that  tbe  truth  bas 
no  part  with  either. 

Objective  phenomena  make  but  a  small 
part  of  tbe  record  of  past  provings,  and  BBpe- 
dally  of  those  of  the  early  provers.  It  can 
bardly  be  necessary  to  say  Oiat  all  sncb  ap- 
pearances sbonld  be  carefnily  noted,  though 
ti»  ralae  otmMoj  ot  them  a^  indicia  for  Uie 

—'-—'-»  of  m  earmtiro  drug  may  be  well 


called  In  question,  and  tbe  exact  Importance 
which  may  belong  to  any  of  them,  for  this 
purpose,  may  not  yet  be  well  seLUed.'  8till 
If  no  greater  g6od  comes  from  their  carefnl 
record  and  study  than  to  establisb  this  value 
and.  to  give  them  their  proper  place,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  in  the  elements  to  be  consi- 
dered in  prescribing  for  the  sick,  it  will  not 
prove  a  labor  in  vain.  At  first  glance  it 
would  certainly  seem  that  these  phenomena 
abould  occupy  tbe  first  place  among  those 
which  decide  a  prescription,  but  a  careful 
study  of  those  great  cures  which  bare  been 
recorded  and  published  for  oar  InstmcUoD, 
by  the  early  masters  of  our  art,  will  disclose 
tbe  fact  that  they  play  bat  a  small  part  in 
their  prescriptive  declBions.  And,  at  the 
present  lime  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  going 
too  far  to  anticipate,  that  when  tbe  tmtb  is 
finally  and  undoubtedly  disclosed,  which 
answers  that  most  important  query, — What 
is  the  "like"  which  cures!  objective  phe- 
nomena will  occupy  quite  a  subordinate 
place  in  tbtt  coring  similarity.  In  my  own 
past  experience  it  is  not  difficult  to  remem- 
ber many  disappointed  expectations  of  anc- 
cees  based  on  these  great  ancertunties,  nor 
to  recollect  that  in  my  obaervation  of  the 
practice  of  others,  those  who  have  most  re- 
lied on  these  phenomena,  and  have  soagbt  to 
be  mainly  controlled  by  them,  have  not  been 
the  most  successfal  physicians  ;  and  that 
some  sucb,  after^ears  of  Btmggllng  [n  their 
great  endeavor  to  make  this  a  basis  of  a  sac- 
cessful  practice,  have  finally.  In  their  dleap- 
pi^ntment,  seemed  to  apostatize  fromafaith 
they  never  either  cherished  or  comprehend- 
ed, and  to  bave  abandoned  a  practice  tbey 
bad  never  adopted.  Sucb  memories  are  lo- 
strnctive,  if  not  decisive  of  the  possibility  of 
erecting  asoccessfnl  practice  on  (bis  uncer- 
tain foundation. 


EDITORIAL  BOTE. 
We  wish  to  return  a  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment to  those  friends  who  have  sent  ua 
prempt  sabscrlpUons,  cooimDnications  and 
words  of  encouragement.  One  sends  bli 
"  best  wiahea  for  oar  saccess  ";  another  ■'  I 
am  much  pleaaed  with  the  contents  and  spirit 
of  the  firat Dumber" I  a  medical profeseor, 
"  I  beUava  Uia  pobUcation  of  such  a  Joomal 
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may  do  mncli  good  in  a  practical  way,  espe- 
cially in  the  department  of  new  proTings, 
and  in  making  snggestions  for  the  use  of 
new  remedies."  Many  other  friends  write  us 
words  of  commendation  and  express  their 
satisfaction  with  our  first  number.  We  must 
say  that  we  are  not  satisfied  with  it.  It  does 
not  come  up  to  our  design  at  all.  The  pre- 
sent number,  with  a  valuable  article  from 
Professor  Hempel,  and  other  good,  papers, 
approaches  our  idea  more  nearly. 

We  promised  that  adTortisements  should 
he  excluded  from  body  of  Journal  and  in- 
serted in  a  neat  cover,  if  subscriptions 
jiaid  for  the  printing,  we  now  fulfil  that 
promise,  and  instead  of  giving  one-third  the 
amount  of  matter  for  (1.00,  that  is  contained 
in  the  three  dollar  journals,  we  will  make  it 
at  least  one-half  as  much..  With  your  help 
the  Observer  shall  to  be  a  success,  and  we 
expect  your  support  will  be  adequate  to 
cover  expense  of  furtlyr  improvements.  We 
ask  for  prompt  remitmnces  of  subscriptions 
and  more  than  this,  contributions  from  all 
who  desire  to  make  this  Journal  a  spirited 
and  useful  publication. 

Dbtboit,  Feb.  Ist,  1864. 


COW    POX   VIRUS. 

The  pure  imported  virus,  as  sold  at  Detroit 
Homeopathic  Pharmacy,  for  |2.00,  is  in 
minute  glass  tubes,  holding  some  three  to 
five  drops.  Enough  for  twenty  vacinations 
if  used  at  same  time. 

One  end  can  be  broken  and  a  needle  in- 
serted in  the  matter,  which  will  be  sufficient 
to  vaccinate  one  child.  To  insure  absorp- 
tion, it  is  recommended  to  make  with  a 
thumb  lance  a  large  number  of  very  minute 
punctures,  not  drawing  blood. 


CASE  OF  MUMPS,  WITH  METASTASIS 
to  the  Meninges  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal 
Card— Recovery,  By  £.  M.  Hale,  M,  2)., 
Frofeewr  of  Materia  Mediea  in  Hahnemann 
Medical  CeUege^  Chicago, 

It  is  well  Imown  to  medical  men  that 
thia  specific  infiammation  of  the  parotid  gland 
if  often  translated  to  the  testicles  in  the  male, 
and  to  the  mamma,  or  even  the  ofwriea  and 


labia  in  the  female.  But  it  is  not  so  gener- 
ally  known  that  the  infiammatory  action 
may  be  translated  to  the  brain  or  its  men- 
inges, ki  the  case  which  lately  came  under 
my  observation  and  treatment,  that  infiam- 
matory action  undoubtedly  involved  the 
membranes  of  the  spinal  cord. 

The  child,  a  little  girl,  aet.  8,  was  attacked 
on  the  23d  of  December  with  swelling  of  the 
left  parotid.  Three  other  children  of  the 
same  family  had  the  mumps  at  the  same 
time,  but  in  all  the  disease  pursued  its  nat- 
ural course.  But  in  this  case,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  disease  the  tumefaction  suddenly^ 
subsided,  and  the  little  patient  was  seised 
with  intense  paine,  coming  on  in  paroxytme,  in 
the  headf  and  spinal  eoiumn.  Obstinate  ecm* 
iting  set  in,  all  food  and  beverage  was  re- 
jected by  the  stomach.  There  was  present 
some  heat  of  the  skin,  particularly  of  the 
head  and  back,  pulse  120,  small  and  hard, 
tongue  red  on  the  edges,  coated  white  in 
Ike  centre,  trembling  when  protruded,  pu- 
pils dilated,  expression  of  the  eyes,  staring, 
glistening  and  unnatural.  No  sleep  day  or 
night  on  account  of  pain  in  the  head  and 
back. 

These  were  the  symptoms  for  two  days 
after  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling.  Her 
case  had  been  under  charge  of  Dr.  A.  Millw, 
of  this  city,  who  had  administered  Bella- 
donna, Aconite,  Hyosciamus  and  Apis.  His 
prognosis  was  so  unfavorable  that  I  was  call- 
ed in  consultation.  I  could  do  no  more 
than  confirm  the  unfavorable  prognosis  of 
my  colleague,  for  the  cases  of  metastasis  of 
Parotitis  to  the  brain,  have  pretty  generally 
been  reported  fatal. 

At  my  suggestion,  Veratrum  viride  1-10. 
dil.  one  drop  every  two  hours,  was  given  in 
alternation  with  Belladonna  2d. 

The  Yerat.  v,  has  a  decided  influence  in 
warding  off  impending  infiilhimation  of  tha 
brain  and  its  membranes,  and  relieving  the 
the  congestion  always  present  in  such  cases. 

Jan.  1.  We  found  the  patient  in  about 
the  same  condition  as  the  previous  day,  ex- 
cept that  the  pulse  was  softer,  and  100  per 
minute.  The  paroxysms  of  pain  were  nearly 
as  severe,  the  vomiting  as  frequent  and  ob- 
sthiate.  The  \aU«i  v^mvVAm  ^OiTA^xiXsNA^ 
productd  froia  cot%\>T«\\m\a&^Ti«   QwfnN 
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seeHeum  was  Mlected  from  its  well  known 
homoBopathicity  to  such  a  state.  One  grain 
of  the  1-10  trituration  was  dissolved  in  half 
ft  glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonfull  was  ordered 
erery  half  hour,  at  the  end  of  three  hours 
the  YomitiDg  appeared  to  he  aggravated. 
The  medicine  was  then  given  ever  three 
hours.  Under  its  use  the  vomiting  subsided 
in  eight  or  ten  hours.  For  the  remaining 
symptoms  Zincum  met.  2d.  and  Nux.  3d. 
were  given  in  alternation,  and  Aconite  tinct- 
ure applied  liberally  to  the  spinal  column. 

Under  this  treatment,  continued  for  four 
days,  the  child  improved  rapidly,  and  is  now 
convalescing  finely  under  the  use  of  Phos- 
phoric acid  and  China. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  no  actual  spasms 
were  present  at  any  time,  nor  was  there  any 
delirium,  except  for  a  moment  or  two  afcer 
waking. 


NITROGLYCERINE  (GLONOINE). 

BY    JOHN    M.   MERRICK.    JR. 

Various  experiments  have  been  made  by 
different  observers  *  upon  the  action  of 
nitrosjlycerine  or  glonoine  upon  the  animal 
economy — the  nitroglycerine,  or  its  solution 
in  alcohol,  being  aiministered  by  dropping 
it  upon  the  tongue — the  effects  which  have 
been  noticed  being  generally  acceleration  of 
the  pulse,  headache  and  prostration,  and  in 
peculiarly  susceptible  persons,  these  symp- 
toms greatly  aggravated. 

These  experiments,  though  somewhat  con- 
tradictory, are  very  interesting,  both  from  a 
chemical  and  a  toxicological  point  of  view, 
but  do  not  touch  upon  one  matter,  viz.  the 
effects  of  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of 
glonoine — a  subject  to  which  considerable 
interest  must  attach  itself  when  we  consider 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  symptoms  de- 
velop themselves  when  only  a  fraction  of  a 
drop  is  placed  on  the  tip  of  the  tongue. 

In  preparing  a  quantity  of  nitroi;lycerinp 
in  1859,  I  met  with  an  accident,  the  result 
of  which  exhibits  in  a  .very  marked  and 
satisfactory  manner  the  toxical  properties  of 
this  curious  substance,  and  shows  the  neces- 
sity for  extreme  caution  in  handling  it, 
especially  when  mixed  with  a  volatile  and 
inflammable  solvent,  as  alcohol  or  ether. 

The  nitroglycerine  was  prepared  by  allow- 
ing pure  glycerine  to  drop  from  a  pipette 
with  a  glass  stop-cock,  so  adjusted  as  to 


allow  from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  to  fall  In 
a  minute  into  a  mixture  of  equal  Yolumes  of 
the  strongest  nitric  and  salphnrio  acids 
cooled  by  very  cold  water. 

In  repeated  experiments  I  have  found 
that,  in  spite  of  the  precautions  taken  to 
cool  the  acids,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  an 
accident  now  and  then,  since,  when  the 
action  reaches  a  certain  intensity,  just  as  in 
the  oxidation  of  uric  acid  or  cotton,  the 
experiment  ends  in  an  explosion  or  a  violent 
evolution  of  nitrous  fumes.  When  such  a 
result  occurs  in  making  glonoine,  the  by- 
stander seldom  escapes  a  severe  headache, 
even  though  the  experiment  be  conducted 
in  the  open  air. 

After  glycerine  equal  to  half  the  bulk  of 
the  mixed  acids  had  dropped  in,  the  whole 
was  thrown  into   a  large  volume  of  cold 
water,  thoroughly  washed,  drawn  off  with  a 
pipette,  dissolved  in  ether,  and  the  ethereal 
solution   evaporated  on  a  water-bath.      It 
was  in  this  part  of  the  preparation  that  the 
accident    occurred  which    enables    me    to 
speak  of  the  consequences  which  follow  the 
inhalation  of  the  vapor.    The  glass  dish  in 
which  the  evaporation  was  being  conducted, 
by  some  mishap  tipped  over,  spilling  half  its 
contents  on  the  hot  copper  bath,  and  in  a 
moment  the  room  was  full  of  the  mixed 
vapor  of  nitroglycerine  and  ether.  Although 
I  stood  directly  over  the  water-bath  to  ad-t^ 
just  it,  and  must  have  inhaled  a  large  volume 
of  the  mixed  vapor,  no  instant  bad  result 
followed,  but  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  a 
headache  set  in,  slight  at  first,  but  increas- 
ing in  intensity  by  degrees,  until  in  an  hour 
and  a  half  it  became  almost  intolerable.     It 
was  accompanied  by  a  good  deal   of  faint- 
ness  and  exhaustion,   intolerance  of  light, 
and  a  feelinsr  of  great  general  distress  and 
alarm,   in  addition    to    the    racking    pain. 
Relief  was  only  obtained  at  length  by  the 
inhalation  of  a  large  quantity  of  ether,  the 
insensibility  produced  by  which  was  followed 
by  broken  and  disturbed  sleep  lasting  until 
the  following  day,   which  was  marked   by 
weakness,  exhaustion  and  slight  headache. 
These  unpleasant  symptoms  did  not  finally 
disappear  lor  three  or  four  da\'s. 

It  may  be  remarked  that,  during  all  the 
time  that  the  severe  pain  and  distress  lasted, 
consciousness  was  never  lost  for  an  instant. 
In  Mr.  Field's  case,t  two  drops  of  a  solution 
containing  only  one  drop  of  glonoine  to 
ninety -nine  of  rectified  spirit  produced  loss 
of  consciousness  and  other  very  alarming 
symptoms  of  narcotic  poisoning. 

The  effects  of  glonoine  upon  different  in- 
dividuals are  exceedingly  different  and  con- 
tradictory. Two  drops  o.^  a  diluted  solution 
containing  only  one  drop  of  nitroglycerine 


*  Vide  Braithwaite^a  Betrospeot  of  Pnotloal  Me- 
dlelae,  pmrt  xxxril,  p.  2M. 


t  Vide  Bndtbw»lt«  ut  aapra. 


HOM(EOPATHIO    OBSERVER. 


in  nineiy-iiine  of  alcobol  prodndng  alarming^  1*87,  are  mixed,  and  then  cooled,  and  one- 
ijmpUMDi  of  poisoning  in  one  person,  while  sixth  of  their  balk  of  glycerin  is  added,  H 
ano&er  swallows  two  hundred  drops  of  a  dissolyes;  but  after  a  while  oily  drops 
idmilar  solnUon  with  no  other  ill  effects  than  appear  in  the  fluid,  which  rise  to  the  sui^ 
a  slightly ''muddled "  feeling  in  the  head,  face,  forming  a  dear  yellowish  oil ;  this' is 
I  have  experienced  unpleasant  feelings  from  washed  with  from  16  to  20  times  its  bulk  of 
tasting  exceedingly  minute  quantities  of  cold  water,  as  long  as  it  gires  off  any  acid, 
jPMr#  nitroglycerine,  such  as  headache,  buz-  and  is  finally  dried  on  paper,  haying  con- 
sing  in  the  ears,  with  a  feeling  of  nervous-  gealed  during  the  washing.  It  has  Uien  a 
ness  and  depression,  although  the  action  of  spec.  gray.:=r60,  is  odorless^  but  possesses 
the  drug  does  not  seem  to  be  nearly  so  a  pale  yellow  color,  arising  probably  from 
powerful  or  so  rapid  as  when  it  is  given  in  foreign  impurities  in  the  glycerin.  The 
the  form  of  alcoholic  solution.  Pure  nitro-  taste  is  rather  sweet,  but  applied  to  the 
glycerine  is  volatile  at  ordinary  temperatu-  tongue  it  causes,  even  if  thrown  off  again, 
res — a  fact  which  was  accidentally  discover-  headache  of  several  hours'  duration ;  it  is 
ed  in  drawing  off  with  a  mouth  pipette  some  a^so  very  poisonous  to  the  lower  animals, 
nitroglycerine  which  had  just  been  washed  On  paper  it  leaves  a  greasy  stain;  it  is  still 
with  water.  Headache  and  the  usual  liquid  at  20o  0  (=88<^  F.),  insoluble  in 
symptom^  immediately  set  in,  though  not  a  water,  but  very  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether; 
particle  of  the  liquid  touched  my  mouth  or  water  precipitates  it  from  the  alcoholic  solu- 
tongue.  tion ;  it  is  not  volatile,  and  bears  a  temper- 

The  following  experiment,  which  shows  ature    of  212    Fahr.  without  change.      A 

that  some  constitutions  are  susceptible  to  drop  heated  slowly  on  platinum  foil  decom- 

the  action   of    one-fortieth  of    a  drop    of  poses  cooling  nitrous  acid  fumes.    At  higher 

glonoine,  was  made  with  a  solution  of  nitro-  temperature   the  decomposition  is    sudden 

glycerine  containing  two  and  one-half  drops  with  violent  deflagration  and  combustion,  a 

of  the   pure  substance  to  ninety-seven  and  little  charcoal  being  left  behind.— /owrTi.  de 

one-half  of  alcohol.    The  solution  was  drop-  3fed.  (4)  Tome  viii.,  p.  367. 
ped  upon  sugar,  and  the  sugar  allowed  to 
dissolve  on  the  tongue.  —_--_-__—_— 

My  general  health  being  good,  and  my  ^  .  ^         _  ^       „„  ,,,„„ 

pulse  being  seventy-nine,    about  two   and  PROPHYLACTIC  POWER  OF  INFINITE- 

one-half  hours  after  a  full  meal,  I  took  one         SIMAL  QUANTITIES  OF  IODINE, 
drop  of  the   solution.     In  two  minutes  my  .  «    ,      t^        i.  a 

pulse  was  ninety  four,  with  dull,  throl  bin?  ,  At  a  recent  meetmg  of  the  French  Aca- 

headache;  in  five  minutes  the  pulse  was  one  demy,   M,  Chatm   took  an  opportunity  of 

hundred,  the  headache  changing  from  the  agam  bringmg  forward  his  theory  of  the 

back  to  the  front  of  the  head  ;   in  ten  minu-  origin  of  bronchocele,  and  laid  much  stress 

tes  the  pulse  was  down  to  eighty-eight,  and  ^^  the  importance,  indeed  on  the  absolute 

in  fourteen  minutes  back  to  its  normal  rate,  necessity  of  the  presence  of  icdme  in  both 

seventy-nine,  although  the  headache  did  not  air  and  water. 

wholly  pass  off  for  fifteen  minutes  more.    It  The  best,  the  lightest,  and  most  aerated 

wiU  be  noticed  that  a  quantity  of  the  solu-  ^a^^^r,     said  M.  Chatm,  "  is  ram  water,  a 

tion  was  taken,  equal  to  only  one-fortieth  of  fact  demonstrated  by  the  perfect  health  of 

adiop  of  pure  nitroglycerine. -^ot.  Journal  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts  in  which  it 

Science  No,  107.  *^  exclusively  used,  and  who  are  never  liable 

'       *        '  to  goitre  or  cretinism. 
[Note   by   the  Editor  of   Druggists'  Cir-        "Spring  water  varies  much  according  to 

cuLAR.J  ^Ij0  nature  of  the  soil  tbroiinh  which  it  has 

The  liquid  preparation  known  as  glonoin,  percolated,  and  from  which  it  arises.  Hence 

as  will  be  seen  by  a  paragraph  in  our  last  it  is  sometimes  excellent,   and   sometimes 

issue  (Sept.  1863,  vii.  139,   in  an  abstract  unfit  for  use,   and   can  neither  be  rejected 

from  a  paper  by  Prof.  Sobrero  in  the  Jour,  nor  adopted,  in  a  general   and  exclusive 

de  Chimie  Med.  (4)  viii.  p.  367)  is  not  pure  manner. 

nitroglycerin,  but  is  mixed  with  some  other  "  River  water  differs  from  the  water  sup- 
volatile  products  of  the  action  of  nitric  acid  plied  by  springs,  by  its  admixture  with  rain, 
on  glycerin  j  pure  nitroglycerin  being  a  In  this  circumstance,  and  to  a  considerable 
solid  and  explosive  substance  resembling  absorption  of  air,  it  is  indebted  for  its  good 
pyroxylin.  qualities. 

"  M.  Chatin  then  expatiated  on  the  con- 

NITRO-GLYCERIN  (PYROGLYCERIN  OR  section  of  goitre  and  cretinism  with  the 

or  ONOTN  nature  of  waters,  and  described  the  geologi- 

liLUJNUir^.  cal  peculiarities  of  bronchocele,  which  dis- 

When  two  volumes  of  oil  of  vitriol,  sp.  gr.  plays  an  unvarying  dependence  of  the  num- 

1*815,  and  one  vol.  of  nitric  acid,  sp.  gr.  ber  of  cases  of  goitie  o\x  \2i'd  ^«\SL\<ia\  ^Q\Sk- 


28 


HOMCEOPATHIO    OBSERVER. 


^sition  of  the  waters,  and  especiaUj  od 
•the  presence  or  absence  of  iodine  as  an 
ingredient. 

*'The  learned  memher  criticised  the 
Tarioos  theories  propounded  on  the  patho- 
logy of  goitre  by  MM.  Orange,  Boussingault 
and  Bouchardat,  and  more  particularly  con- 
troverted the  views  of  the  last-named  author, 
as  to  the  influence  of  organic  matter  on  the 
production  of  the  disease.  In  support  of 
his  argument  he  adduced  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Yalais, 
4imongBt  whom  goitre  and  cretinism  are  so 
notoriously  prevalent,  use  almost  exclusive- 
ly the  waters  of  the  glaciers,  which  are  per- 
fectly pure,  and  entirely  free  from  all 
organic  matter,  whereas,  on  the  contrary, 
the  inhabitants  of  turfy  valleys,  who  con- 
iume  water  loaded  with  organic  deposits, 
ei^joy  entire  freedom  from  broftchocele." 

"  Hence,  remarked  M.  Chatin,  in  conclu- 
■ion,  the  best,  the  only  preventive  treat- 
ment of  goitre,  is  to  use  water  naturally  or 
artificially  iodized."  —  Journal  of  Fraetical 
Medicine  and  Surgery, 

The  quantity  of  iodine  in  water  is  extrem- 
ely small.  Even  the  iodine-springs  contain 
quantities  almost  infinitesimal.  Thus,  in  the 
Leamington  water  (Robin's  Well)  the  pro> 
portion  is  one  of  iodine  to  seven  hundred 
thousand  of  water ;  in  the  old  well  at  Chel- 
tenham, one  in  four  milliont  two  hundred 
thousand  parts;  and  in  a  brine-spring  at 
Nantwich,  one  in  eight  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  parts. 

These  proportions  are  to  be  found  only  in 
so-called  iodine  waters;  but  in  common 
spring,  river,  or  rain  waters,  the  quantities 
are  of  course  much  less.  The  prophylactic 
powers  of  such  minute  portions  of  matter 
afibrd  arguments  in  favor  of  our  infinitesimal 
doses  of  medicine. — Dr,  John  Byan^t  Month- 
ly HomcBopathie  Review, 

INVESTIGATIONS  TOUCHING  THE  USE 

OF  IODINE. 

Dr.  Rosenthal,  assistant  physician  at  the 
Vienna  General  Hospital,  has  published,  in 
the  Wiener  Med,  Wochentehr,,  a  series  of  pa- 
pers containing  much  original  matter  touch- 
ing the  therapeutic  use  of  iodine.  The 
aumming  up  is  as  follows : 

1.  Large  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium, 
eombined  with  a  small  quantity  of  fiuid, 
remain  a  long  time  in  the  economy ;  with 
larire  quantities  of  fluid,  they  are  quickly 
washed  away  from  the  system  and  pass 
rapidly  into  the  secretions  and  excretions 
This  circumstance  should  be  carefully 
noticed. 

2.  When  iodide  of  potassium  is  taken  in- 
ternally, it  is  found,  not  only  in  the  urine 
saliva,  and  other  secretions,  but  also  in  the 


alvine  evacuations,  within  Arom  four  to  seven 
hours,  whether  the  stools  be  aqueous  or  the 
reverse. 

5.  In  the  administration  of  iodide  of  iron, 
iodine  is  separated  in  considerable  quanti- 
ties and  found  with  .a  large  proportion  of  the 
iron  in  the  urine.  Faecal  matter  contains 
much  iron,  and  a  small  amount  of  iodine. 
The  same  phenomena  may  be  noticed  when 
iodide  of  mercury  is  used. 

4.  Frictions  with  an  ointment  containing 
iodide  of  potassium  upon  sound  skin  will 
cause  the  iodine  to  be  detached  in  the  urine 
and  saliva. 

6.  Iodine  is  found  in  the  urine  of  those 
who  take  baths  in  which  iodide  of  potassium 
is  dissolved,  even  when  the  rectum  and 
uretlira  are  kept  free  from  the  action  of  the 
bath.  This  is  proved  by  examining  the 
urine,  and  by  noting  a  large  diminution  of 
the  iodine  in  the  water  used  for  the  bath. 

6.  The  intestinal  mucous  membrane  takes 
of  the  iodine  very  energetically  in  the  form 
of  enemata,  and  this  is  the  case  even  with 
very  weak  solutions  of  iodide  of  potassium. 

7.  Large  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium,  or 
small  doses  taken  for  a  long  time,  are  not 
well  borne  in  certain  pathological  states  of 
the  economy;  in  fact,  large  doses  of  Iodine, 
or  concentrated  solutions,  are  very  pnjadi- 
cial  to  the  system. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL   CURIOSITY. 

The  following  interesting  case  is  reported 
to  us  by  Dr.  Smart,  a  student  of  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  from  Hudson, 
Michigan  : 

The  following  case,  which  recently  came 
under  my  notice,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  £. 
M.  Hale,  of  this  city,  aptiy  illustrates  the 
importance  of  a  familiar  acquaintance  with 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  without  which  the 
practice  of  medicine  must  ever  prove  un- 
satisfactory and  uncertain.  The  case  was 
as  follows :  A  girl  of  nine  years  of  age, 
subject  to  rheumatic  attacks  would  ^t  times 
be  seized  with  Torticollis  or  wry  neeh^  the 
head  being  drawn  backward  and  to  one  side. 
It  was  noticed,  that  during  these  paroxysms 
the  Uvula  would  be  forcibly  drawn  upward 
and  towards  the  effected  side.  The  reason 
of  this  phenoinenon  would  of  course  be 
sought  for  and  the  enquiry,  if  addressed  to 
the  physician  unfamiliar  with  the  relation 
of  these  parts  would  prove  a  poser.  The 
probab  e  explanation  of  it  is  this,  via  :  the 
muscles  spasmodically  contracted  in  caas« 
ing  the   distortion   of  the  head  were   the 
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Sh^tmu9,SUmO'€Md0'muMdiu$  and  Spiemui.  I  hare  found  no  difficalty  of  the  kind  arising. 
Thase  musclos  receive  their  nerrous  supply  I  Arom  the  use  of  Gamut  Ihrida, 


prindpally  from  the  posterior  branches  of 
the  first  four  or  five  cervical  nerves.    The 
muacles  which  control  the  motions  of  the 
Uvula  and  soft  palate  {Ayzgoi  Uvula,  Leva- 
lor  Piiati,  ^ )  receive  their  nervous  influence 
from  the  Spheno-palatine  ganglion,  which  is 
in  direct  communication  with  the  origin  of 
the  first  four  cervical  nerves  by  means  of 
the  Vidian  nerve  and  superior  cervical  gang- 
lioD,  thus  it  is  apparent  that  the  tyn^thy  of 
these  parts  so  related  must  be  very  intimate, 
and  that  any  inflaence  centric  or  eccentric, 
which  woold  give  rise  to  disturbance  in  one 
set  of  muscles,  would,  in  like  manner,  afiect 
the  other  set.    While  the  otherwise  inexpli- 
cable phenomena  becomes  simple  and  may 
be  subjected  to  an  intelligent  and  efficient 
treaioseot.     Dr.  Hale  informs   me  that  in 
this  ease,  which  he  still  has  under  treatment, 
he  has  derived  much  benefit  from  the  use  of 
BdL  mtd  Jgnatiar,  Colchieum,  also  was  of  some 
value  in  relieving  the  paroxysms,  but  the 
former  remedies  have  proved  of  more  per- 
manent advantage. 

Db.  a.  B.  Skabt. 
Cbioaoo,  III. 


CORNUS  FLORIDA. 

BT  B.   J.   BATBS,   M.   D. 

In  the  treatment  of  Ague  and  all  of  those 
malarious  fevers,  so  common  in  Michigan, 
I  have  used  this  remedy  with  perfect  suc- 
cess— ^in  fact  I  regard  it  when  used  in  the 
hands  of  a  good  Homeopathic  Physician  as 
the  true  Ague  meeifie, 

I  have  always  found  it  quick  and  positive 
in  its  action  without  leaving  any  of  the  in- 
jurious effects  upon  the  system,  which  are 
experienced  in  the  use  of  Quinine, 

Since  residing  in  M  cbigan  I  have  used 
the  Comun  Florida  both  as  a  tingle  remedy, 
and  in  alternation  with  other  agents ;  gen- 
erally  using  the  second  or  third  potency, 
and  in  no  case  have  I  failed  to  find  the  most 
beneficial  resalts. 

Formerly,  when  using  Qainint,  I  was 
troubled  with  the  recurrence  of  the  disease, 
p  SIMM,  fourteen  or  twenty-one  days,  but 


The  most  obstinate  cases  of  Ague  and* 
chill  fever  have  yielded  in  two  or  three  days 
time,  some  of  them  having  been  for  weeks- 
under  the  most  experienced  old  school 
treatment. 

At  your  request  I  will  give  you  a  case  or- 
two. 

Case  Ist.  A  young  man  of  twenty  years- 
bad  been  sick  seven  or  eight  weeks,  had 
taken  the  usual  remedies  without  any  per- 
ceivable good  effect.  Gave  him  Cornus  8d 
every  two  hours.  Result:  no  more  chills 
and  a  speedy  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Case  2d.  A  man  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age  had  been  sick  seven  weeks  during 
which  time  he  had  been  treated  by  three 
different  M.  D's. — all  claiming  to  be*  experi- 
enced practitioners.  The  patient  had  be^ 
come  very  much  reduced  from  repeated 
chills,  fever  and  vomiting  of  blood  every 
other  day. 

In  this  case  I  used  the  Comut  in  alterna- 
tion with  Tar^  Emetic. 

Result :  Patient  had  but  one  chill  after- 
wards and  no  vomiting  of  blood. 

A  few  days  treatment  produced  a  perma- 
nent cure. 

Case  8d.  A  young  man  of  eighteen  years 
had  severe  paroxysms  of  Ague  daily ;  had 
taken  Quinine  for  several  days  with  no  good 
effect.  Gave  him  only  one  prescription  of 
Cornus  Florida  8d,  to  be  taken  every  two 
hours,  which  completely  cured  him. 

I  might  append  more  cases  similar  to-  the 
above,  but  having  already  occupied  more 
space  than  I  intended  will  forbear. 

Many  of  our  home  friends  in  Central 
Michigan  are  now  using  the  "  Comut "  with 
such  complete  success  that  Quinine  no  longer 
is  sought  for  or  used  by  them. 


CLINICAL    NOTES. 

BT     B.    J.    BATBS,    M.     D. 

Afoctnum  Cannabinuh.  —  I  have  used 
this  remedy  for  several  years,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Ascites,  and  from  its  prompt  action 
on  the  kidneys  have  found  it  a  most  valuable 
agent.    I   find  it  a  most  valuable  remedy 
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in  Hydro-tboraz,  haiing  used  it  in  my  own 
•CMe  as  well  as  in  general  practice. 

Tbillivm  Pbvdvlum.  —  Have  used  this 
remedy  in  the  most  severe  cases  of  Uterine 
liemorrhage  with  the  best  results.  In  cases 
of  threatened  Abortion  I  consider  it  has  few 
if  any  equals. 

Gblsbminuh. — In  the  treatment  of  the 
malarial  fevers,  so  common  in  the  West, 
Qdseminum  has  proved  a  most  available 
agent.  Have  used  it  often  in  alternation 
with  Veratum  mride  in  pneumonia  and  other 
inflammatory  diseases,  and  find  it  an  in- 
valuable remedy. 

PoDOFHTLLuu  Pbltatuh. — This  remedy 
has  proved  itself  one  of  the  best  agents  in 
the  treatment  of  Constipation,  I  have  cured 
many  cases  of  long  standing  by  its  use. 


NITROUS    OXIDE   GAS. 

DIBBCTIOirS     FOB    OBKBBATIVQ  AND  ADHIN- 

ISTBBIBQ.        « 

"Introduce  into  the  retort  Nitrate  Am- 
monia a  sufficient  quantity,  apply  a  gentle 
heat,  gradually  iocreasing  it,  until  a  brisk 
ebullition  takes  place. 

Let  the  Gas  pass  through  the  Washer  for 
a  moment  before  connecting  large  Bag  in 
order  to  expel  the  atmospheric  air.  Fill 
the  Washer  about  two-thirds  full  of  water^ 
and  put  one  gallon  in  the  large  Bag,  always 
replenishing  both  every  time  the  Washer  is 
used  and  the  bag  filled.  When  the  bag  is 
full  or  the  Gas  ceases  to  run,  disconnect  the 
Retort  from  the  Washer,  and  close  stop-cock 
on  large  bag  which  will  avoid  the  water 
rushing  back  and  breaking  Retort. 

Always  inhale  some  of  every  new  lot,  in 
order  to  satisfy  yourself  that  it  is  all  right. 
If  pure.it  will  not  produce  any  irritation  in 
the  throat,  or  any  unpleasant  feeling  in  the 
system,  if  impure  it  will,  and  then  you  must 
let  it  stand  awhile,  and  the  water  in  the  bag 
will  remedy  the  difficulty.  ^ 

Allow  the  patient  to  inhale  through  the 
mouth,  at  the  same  time  stopping  the  nose. 
Let  them  expel  the  atmospheric  air  from 
the  lungs  before  inhaling.  >'Allow  them  to 
inhale  until  they  pass  the  exhilerating  efiect 
and  become  sound  asleep.    • 

The  only  possibility  of  having  impure  Gas 
from  pure  Nitrate  Ammonia  by  the  improved 
Apparatus  is  the  volataliaed  nitrate  ammonia 
which  might  be  carried  over  by  excessive 


heat  and  the  gas  remaining  over  the  water 
in  large  Bag  would  remedy  that." 

Seepage  11,  Obterver  No  1. 

Present  price  of  improved  apparatus  com- 
plete |46.  Pure  Nitrate  Ammonia  (extra) 
at  60  cents  per  pound  in  Jars*  Parts  of 
Apparatus  supplied  to  order. 


CRUST  OF  BREAD. 


M.  Barral  has  presented  to  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  some  remarks  of  much  interest 
concerning  the  crust  of  bread  and  the  gluten 
contained  in  it.  He  had  recently  shown  that, 
when  equally  dried,  the  crust  of  bread  is 
more  highly  azotized  than  the  crumb ;  and 
he  also  showed  that  the  crust  was  more  sol- 
uble then  the  crumb  in  water.  M.  Payen,  . 
had,  it  is  trup,  previously  pointed  out 
this  greatest  solubility  of  the  crust,  and  had 
ascribed  it  to  the  convei*sion  of  the  starch 
into  dextrine  during  the  baking.  But  M. 
Barral's  experiments  show  another  impor« 
tant  act.  *'  If,"  he  says,  *'  we  exhaust  with 
water  an  equal  quanti  y  of  dry  crust  and 
dry  crumb  of  bread,  we  find  that  the  solnble 
portion  of  the  crubt  consists  of  from  7  to  8 
per  cent,  of  nitrogen,  whilst  the  soluble  por- 
tion of  the  crumb  contains  only  from  2  to  8 
per  cent.  The  greater  solubility  of  the 
crust  consequently  depends  upon  the  trans- 
formation its  gluten  has  undergone  under 
the  direct  action  of  the  200*  to  220*  heat 
of  the  oven.  The  soluble  portion  of  the 
crast  is  more  highly  azotized  than  the  Juice 
of  meat."  M.  Barral  added,  that  he  was 
still  engaged  with  his  experiments,  which 
be  hoped  would  throw  some  new  light  on 
panification. — Britiah  Med,  Jour, 
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BACNBCHEIDTII9M. 


B7  Iha  above  term  ia  anderBtood  a  me- 
thod of  cnre  for  certain  dtBeaMs,  which  has 
already  created  considerable  attention  in 
medical  circlea.  In  wai  introdacad  by  a 
OermaD  Domed  Baunscbeidt  in  181S,  and 
consists  In  the  introduction  of  a  certaio  oil 
into  the  systam  tbrongh'  little  panctures 
mada  by  an  instrament  called  tba  Lebeni- 
wecker.  In  this  country  Firmenich  fans 
takea  np  the  process,  and  offers  to  the 
profMsioH  his  instvumemt,  which  tbough 
difbring  somewhat  from  that  of  Baon- 
■eh«ldt,  produces  a  limilar  regolt. 

For  a  lime  it  was  not  known  as  to  what 
«XM»ly  where  the  properties  or  conatituenta 
of  the  oil  of  Baanschaidt,  but  is  baa 
recantly  been  found  to  coDstst  of  Jtpi* 
mMJIta  mixed  vith  pare  olive  oil.  In 
mBOther  colamn  will  be  fonnd  lome  very 
maarkable  cases  that  have  been  treated  by 
%Uie  introdnctloD  of  Apit  mH.  into  the  ayatem 
b7  tbia  method. 

It  is  not  well  for  pbyaiclani  or  laymen 
to  aeiaa  npon  every  new  discovery 
tDVentlon,  and  before  its  virtuea  have  be 
tfaeronghly  tested  to  vaaut  its  powers 
the  sky,  nor  on  the  other  hand,  ia 
wise  to  immediately  decry  such  new  a 
Uiods    of    cure    as    are    brought    to    0 

One  thing,  however,  woold  appear  to  be 
proper,  and  that  Is,  if  the  external  appl- 
cftUon  of  Apii  can  and  does  upon  actual 
experiment  produce  beneficial  reaalts,  and 
these  results  are  proven  conclusively  from 
repealed  experiments  upon  healthy  and 
diseased  ludividnals,  tbi-a  where  the  simi'  ~ 
symptoms  are  noticed,  there  can  be 
objection  to  the  Homeopatbic  phyaici 
eztemslly  applyiog  Apit,  any  more  than 
there  could  be  in  the  inLernal  and  local 
exhibition  of  Arnica  or  Calendula  o:  any 
other  medlcical  substance.  The  (treat  point 
in  the  matter  lies  In  the  one  fact,  thtpntifg 
ef  IA*  mhnoKet  in  qantion.  We  mast  h^ 
«srefal  not  to  b«  led  astray  by  Uw  estra- 


Tagant  laudation  of  nitlinilaBta.  No  doaU 
Baooacheldt  supposes  that  every  diseaaa 
can  be  cnred  by  his  Lebenswecker ;  so  does 
the  electropalh  believe  he  )ias  found  the 
specific  tn  nis  battery,  as  does  also  the 
hydropath  In  bis  water  application,  and— 
the  qoack  in  hia  nnstmm.  We  must  beware 
lest  we  fall  Into  error,  and  at  the  save 
time  examine  carefully  for  the  truib.  Wi 
mast  prove  all  things  and  hold  fast  that 
which  Is  good.  E. 

TRANSLATED  ABTICLES. 

tfolM  rrom  PrMtlae,  by  FlorlinSlniib,  Homceop* 
thic  Phyalclin  tX  BohaDbnrE. 


Ou'ded  by  nnmerous  recent  cures  whicli 
have  been  wade  with  the  internal  eihibitlor 
of  tlie  poison  of  the  honey  bee,  I  prepared 
for  my  own  use  a  qnanlity  of  Apii  oS  fot 
external  application,  the  results  of  whicli 
experiments  I  herewith  pablisb. 

PHBPIBJITIOII    OP    THS    APIS    OIL. 

Tbe  bees  being  most  irritated  at  the  timt 
of  swarming,  should  be  caught  at  thai 
period ;  care  being  taken  thai  tbpy  do  noi 
lose  their  sUng,  which  is  likely  to  happet 
If,  while  exasperated,  any  obstacle  impede! 
their  progress,  for  by  tb^s  means  a  greai 
portion  of  the  poison  would  also  be  lost 
After  having  canght  a  sufScIent  quantity, 
I  placed  tbem  in  a  narruw-mouthed  bottle 
and  filled  It  two-thirds  fall  of  olive  oil.  Thi 
vial  should  then  be  tightly  corked,  kept  ii 
a  cool  place,  and  well  shaken  several  timei 
during  the  day.  When  the  oil  is  prepare< 
in  ibis  mAnner,  it  remains  cloudy  for  8om< 
yme;  but  If  the  bottle  is  well  corked  auc 
tied  with  bladder,  and  then  allowed  h 
remain  for  two  days  in  Iht  ran,  it  belni 
shaken  well  several  times  during  eaol 
day,  or  it  is  distilled  In  the  water  batb  fo 
several  hours,  tbe  oil  becomes  and  remain 
clear;  it  may  then  be  kept  in  a  cool  placi 
place,  the  necessary  quantity  being  pourei 
off  for  use  as  required. 

From  this  time  I  always  nsed,  after  tb 
api^ication  of  the  Lebenawecker,  the  Api 
oil  prepared  in  tbe  above  mnnner;  and 
have  seen  with  tbe  greatest  satisfaction  thi 
finest  eETects ;  cures  having  resulted  wblcl 
in  my  opinion  could  not  bave  been  madi 
with  the  internal  use  ot  ihe  Apii.  I  bavi 
used  the  nil  in  the  atrave  named  preparatloi 
and  also  consMenbly  diiuteil,  and  bav< 
observed  equally  fine  effects ;  good  cure 
beinj  produced.  As  soon  as  the  applicalioi 
of  tb«  Lebenswecker  hai  been  made,  I  tA 
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the  parts  with  a  brash,  and  the  skin  be-  Although  my  obserrations  are  mostly  on 

oomes  immediately  of  a  purplish  red  hue.  chronic   diseases,    which   I    shall    publish 

The  punctures  then  swell  to  small  pustules,  hereafter  in  this  paper,  I  hare  used  of  late 

which  resemble  the  cutis  anserina,  and  the  in  several  cases  the  Oleum  Baunscheidtii, 

patient  perceives  on  those  parts  an  increased  and  after  careful  observation  having  noticed 

sensation  of  warmth  and  a  slight  burning  nothing  differing  in  effects  from  those  pro- 

and  itching,  the  latter  frequently  coniinu-  duced  by  mv  Apii  oil. 

ing  a  long  time.    There  will  be  also  more  Baunscheidt's    oil    is   probably    nothing 

or  less  excitement  of   the  system    which  else  bnt  Api*  oil.  or  something  similar  to  it. 

continues  for  several  hours    and  disturbs  Moreover,  my  experience  is  not  of  a  limited 

sleep,    particularly    if    the    oil   has    been  character.    Any  one  who  has  learned  the 

applied  in  the  evening.    In  such  cases  the  therapeutic  effects  of  the  honey  bee,  will  not 

oil  may  have  Been  too  8trt)ng,  or  the  appli-  doubt  for  one  moment  the  truth  of  all  I 

cation  made  on  too  maoy  parts  of  the  body,  have  said,  and  call  easily  been  convinced  by 

or  on  too  large  a  surface.    The  pustules  following  my  example, 

close  after  the  swelling,    although  Baun^  ^^^.^^  case-J.  Kranich,  potter.  82  yearn 

Scheldt  asserts  that  they  remam  open  by  ^^^    very  weak  constitution,  choleric  tem- 

by  the  application  of  oil  for  ten  days,  dis-  pe^jnent,  had  not  been  siik  in  childhood, 

charging  impure  matter      On  the  second  ^            ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  scrofula,   scald 

day  the  reddened  points  can  scarcely  be  head;  and  swelling  of  the  glands  of  the  neck, 

noticed  with  the  ^^ed  eye    and  a  small  gome  six  months  since  became  affected  with 

scab  may  be  observed  over  the  punctures ;  catarrh    nrobablv  from  cold   taken  while 

thi.  falls  off  the  third  or  fourth  day,  and  iTl^  iC^XTt^^^m^^^^, 

ril  traces  of  the  operation  disappear  after  „^  .„j»^  ^^^1  ^^  ,„g,^^  ,^„^  ^         ,J 

«x  to  eight  days     In  some  cases  the  pomte  both  day  and  night,  did  he  apply  for  medi- 

become  ulcerated;    generally,  however    I  „,!  advice.    In  spite  of  all  syruVs,  mixtures 

believe  this  to  be  the  case  where  there  is  a  ^„^  vesicints  (Sot  to  for^  V^hti),  the 

Psoric  diathesis,  unhealthy  skin,  or  some-  j^  remained    unchangM,   until  my  as- 

thrag  of  a  similar  character.    For  instance,  ^^^^^  ^^  j,„^„           „«^;   j  found  the 

•  woman  flftynme  years  old,  who  had  been  patient  sitting  in  b^,  the  head  supported 

subject  to  floodmgs,  and  was  sufforing  from  Jn  the  handsf  and  the  elbows  on  the  knees, 

chronic  inflammaUon  of  the  eye-lide    sore-  j^  ^^^^          ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 

ness  behind  the  ears,  constant  cold  in  the  „j^j     j^                ^          ,j  j.^  ^  ^^^^  ,y 

h«va,  &c,  was  BaunscheidU-d  and  rubbed  j^«           ^  increased   and  forced   him    ti 

with  ^i,«  oil  on  the  °f«k}.«hind  the  ears  «          .^                    ^       ^„  ^^ 

and  on  the  ^"'^^^'^^^.^f'^^^^^ZfJ^  severe  pains  in  ihe  forehead,  which  wer« 

in  the  face;  next  "n?™'"?,  «7jy  P°'°';*?»  attribntid   to   the    exertion   of  coughing; 

ulcerated    accompamed  with  swehng  Itch-  n^^.              ^,  ^       „,  ^^^  head;    tt)ngS4 

iDg  and  burniDS,    without   great  redness  cleanf  little  appetite;  thirst,  not  violent; 

The  face-ache  had,  however,  a  great  deal  -nic-' i,„„-    tooethpr  with  harsh     deeii^ 

diminished.    The  patient,  however,  dd  not  ™»ce,   hoarse,   together  witn  narsn.aeep^ 

a  low  a  second  application  of  tb^  Lebens-  ^reathmg     which  irntated  the  cough,    U 

wecker,    thinking   the   eruption    had  been  being  quite  dry  and  spasmodic  in  the  mom- 

"       j'    Tx!    K      «^     i»v>^«  ♦>,«  «^.,r«i„;«  ing  and  m  the  evening:  especially,  however^ 

occasioned  by  its  use.     When  the  neuralgia  .^,         ..        «=»»     i^        J»                » 

returned,  it  was  cured  by  Colocynth  and  ^ncreasea  at  night. 

Spigelia.                 ^  (To  be  continued,) 

Second  case — A  gentleman  addicted   to  

the  use  of  coffee  and  tobacco,  and  subje  t 

to  frequent  attacks  of  gout,  had  the  Lebeus-  ^   STUDENT   WANTED, 

wecker  applied  for  periodical  asthma  and  *          .        • 

cough;  a  lady  also,  28  years  of  age,  had  A  Homeopathic  Physician   and  Dentist, 

been  suffering  for  years  with  gutU  to  acea,  having  an  extensive  practice  in  each  branch 

the  eruption  had  been  suppressed    by  the  ^^^^^^^    offers  to  one  or  more  young 

use  of  so-called  Kummerfeld's  water,   was,  "*   *'"°'"  *^»  ^                             j      j         * 

on  account  of  rheumatic  pains  in  her  teeth,  men    of    good     references    and    adequate 

stiflfhess  of  the  neck,  shoulder  blades,  elbow  ability,  an  opportunity  of  paying  their  way 

and    wrists,    Baunscheidted    between    the  ^^  ^^^^^  services  till  the  completion  of  their 

scapulae  and  on  the  upper  arm.    In  both  ^^^^j^g  j^  ^j^^^r  or  both  of  the  professions, 

cases  all  the  punctures  became  ulcerated  v-      .  .        *    -i 

and    suppurated     for    several    days,     and  and  thereafter  a  co-partnership  interest,  if 

although  the    Lebenswecker  was    not   re-  proving  worthy. 

arnlied,   the  rheumatic  pains  were  a  great  .  «,  ,^  .„  -i-  Tk     -n-^-^ii-k 

deal    relieved,    and    the    cures   ultimately  Address  J.  M.  Blakesly.  M.  D.,  DanayiU.^ 

eflfected  by  sulphur.  Lit.  co.,  N.  T. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTICES. 
.  The  Observer  comes  to  your  table  again 
with  articles  certainly  worthy  of  perusal, 
and  probably  hint&  and  suggestions  worth  a 
year's  subscription.  We  feel  obliged  to 
those  friends  of  the  enterprize  who  have  re- 
mitted us  so  quickly.  Subscriptions  have 
come  in  from  every  Northern  State  and  from 
CoTiada  quite  liberally.  One  sends  us 
$5  00,  for  which  we  mail  him  seven  copies. 
Improvements  will  be  noticed,  and  prompt 
remittances  will  enable  us  to  do  still  better. 

Correspondents  ^^^l  please  to  send  us 
brief  articles.  Our  readers  are  principally 
practitioners  who  do  not  find  time  to  read 
prosy  papers,  and  they  would  pass  such  by 
were  we  to  print  them.  Be  as  pointed  and 
practical  as  possible. 

Hew  PrOVingS.  We  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  announce  that  we  are  in  receipt  of 
snfiScient  manuscript   for  Prof.   Halb    to 


commence  printing  his  work.  New  Provhtos 

OF    ISTDIGENOUS    AND    ChEMICAL  KeMEDISS. 

The  articles  now  complete,  are  Cimicifuga, 
Apocynum  cannabinum,  Apocynum  and- 
rosemffolium,  Asclepias  tuberosa,  Asolepias 
■yriaca,  Nuphar  lutea,  Cornus  florida,  and 
Cornus  circinata.  We  shall  feel  particu- 
larly indebted  to  any  physician  who  is  in 
possession  of  provings,  partial  provings, 
or  notes  of  treatment,  with  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing remedies,  if  he  will  send  them 
to  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  Box  550,  Chicago^  lU,: 
JEseitlus  hippoeastanum,  Aletris  farinoMy 
Arum  triphylium^  Baptisia  tinetoriaf  CaulO' 
phyUum  thalietroideSf  Collinsonia  eanadensit, 
Cornus  sericea^  CypripediumpubeseenSfDioscorea 
villosaj  Eryngium  aquaticum^  JSriyeron  canO' 
densisj  Euphorbia  corallataf  Ergoline^  EupatoT" 
ium  aromaticum,  Eupatorium  perfoliatumy  Eu- 
patorium  purpureum,  Gelseminum  semper  virens^ 
Gossypium  herbaeeum,  Samamelis  virginica^ 
Selonias  dioica^  JSydrastus  eanadensis^  Iris  ver- 
sicolor y  Leptandria  vxrginica^  Kitraie  of  Urani- 
um, Phytolacca  daeandra,  Podophyllum  peltatum, 
SUphium  laciniatum,  Senecie  gracilis,  Saraeenia 
purpurea,  Sanguinaria  canadensis,  Stieta  pul- 
monaria,  Trillium  pendulum,  Veratrum  viride, 
Xanthoxylum  americanum,  Zizea  aurea.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  send  immediately,  as  the 
work  will  be  soon  completed. 

Hiirs  Epitome.  The  new  edition  of 
Dr.  B.  L.  Hill's  Epitome  of  iheStmoeopaihie 
healing  art  will  not  go  to  press  until  after 
the  completion  of  Dr.  Hale's  book. 

Special  Inducements   to  Gash  Snb- 

ScriberSi    The  price  of  paper  and  cost  of 

printing  has  advanced  over  fifty  per  cent., 

and  as  these  things  are  held  as  strictly 
ca^hy  the  outlay  for  these  books  is  necessa- 
rily large.  We  propose  relieving  ourselves 
of  much  of  this  burden  without   unduly 
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taxing  our  friends.  We  will  send  to  any 
one  who  will  pay  Three  dollars  in  advaneCf 
the  Tolnme  of  New  Provings  by  Prof.  Hale, 
Dr.  Hill's  Epitome,  and  the  Observer  for 
1864,  and  give  the  same  privilege  to  any 
who  have  already  paid  in  cash  for  either  of 
the  books  or  for  the  Observer.  Some  have 
paid  |2  for  New  Provings  only,  send  $1  and 
the  Observer  and  Hill's  Epiteme  shall  be 
forwarded.  Those  who  have  sent  |1  for 
Observer,  can  send  (2  more,  to  pay  for  New 
Provings  and  Hill  s  Epitome.  ThU  offer  is 
open  for  the  month  of  March  only.  The  retail 
price  of  New  Provings  after  that  time  will 
be  $2.60.  Hill's  Epitome,  50  cts.  Observer 
being  $1— this  offer  for  advance  payment 
makes  a  deduction  of  25  per  cent.,  which 
our  friends  will  doubtless  think  liberal. 

Othe)r  New  Books,  E.  C.  Franklin, 
M.  D.,  is  preparing  a  new  work  on  the  Prim- 
ciples  and  Homoeopathic  Practice  of  Surge- 
ry.   Prospectus  promised. 

Prospectus  of  the  new  work  on  Practice, 
by  Drs.  Mabct  &  Hunt,  not  issued  yet. 

Dr.LcTTiBS  advertises  a  new  Homoeopathic 
Directory  of  the  Homoeopathic  Physicians  of 
the  United  States. 

Prof.  Hbmfel'8  new  Materia  Medica  is  in 
progress,  but  we  are  not  yet  able  to  answer 
our  correspondents  definitely  as  to  the  time 
when  it  may  be  expected  from  the  press. 

Acknowledgments.  We  feel  much  in- 
debted to  John  F.  Gbat,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York  city,  for  a  copy  of  his  able  and  very 
interesting  discourse  on  "  The  Early  Annals 
of  Homoeopathy  in  New  York,"  delivered 
before  the  Homoeopathic  societies  in  New 
York  and  Brooklyn. 

Also  to  H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of 
the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the 
.State  of  New  York,  for  the  ''First  Report 
of  the  transactions  of  this  society."  This  is 
published  hy  the  State  of  New  lork  as  Assembly 
Doeumentf  Ko,  232.  It  forms  a  handsome 
▼olume  of  188  8vo.  pages,  neatly  bound  and 
embellished  by  a  likeness  of  the  late  A. 
Gerald  Hull,  A.  M.,  M.D. 

Medical  Investigator ^  January,  North  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  HomcBopathy^  February,  {Brit' 
ish)  Bomoscpathie  Observer ^  Feb.,  (British) 
Monthly  Hbmcecpathie  Review^  received. 


Western  JBbmcMpathie  Observer.  Some  weeks 
after  the  issue  of  our  first  number  we  re- 
ceived from  a  medical  friend  the  first  num- 
ber of  this  journal.  This  is  the  only  number 
we  have  received.  We  hope  it  has  not  been 
discontinued. 

Surgeon  General  ffafnmond  is  under  trial 
before  a  court  martial  at  Washington.  That 
"Calomel  and  Antimony  order"  was  too 
large  a  dose  for  the  doctors  ! 

The  Legality  of  Drug  Provings  recognized. 
The  Qelseminum  case.  There  are  a  few 
copies  of  this  pamphlet  left,  which  will  be 
iBent  to  any  of  our  subscribers  gratuitously. 

Obituary.  We  have  lost  from  the  Ho- 
moeopathic ranks,  during  the  month  of 
January,  of  this  year,  by  death,  John 
Adams  Tabbell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  who  died 
suddenly  at  Boston,  on  January  21st.  Dr. 
Tarbell  was  the  author  of  "  Homoeopathy 
simplified,"  and  other  works.  • 

Abrahah  Durtea  WiLSoir,  M.  D.,  who 
died  at  New  York  city  on  January  20.  Dr, 
Gray  says  of  him :  he  was  "  A  ripe  scholar 
in  the  humanities,  a  physician  in  full  prac- 
tice, a  genial  man,  quick  to  learn,  apt,  and 
able  to  instruct."  The  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society,  N.  Y.,  appointed  their  president 
and  two  other  members  a  committee  to 
make  suitable  preparations  for  a  public 
meeting  and  eulogy. 

Our  Colleges.  The  Homoeopathic  Colle- 
ges have  been  very  well  attended  during 
the  winter.  We  are  not  directly  in  the  in- 
terest of  any  institution,  and  expect  to  keep 
an  independent  position — friendly  to  all. 
We  are  promised  articles  from  professors  of 
two  schools  and  hope  to  receive  others. 

Locations.  We  are  still  able  to  direct 
young  graduates  and  others  to  places  where 
educated  homoeopaths  are  in  demand  and 
will  met  with  immediate  support. 

Vaccine.  Present  stock  large  enough  for 
March.  Our  friends  will  please  not  to  send 
any  more  until  April.  We  put  it  up  between 
small  plates  of  white  wax,  warmed  slightly, 
pressed  together,  then  enveloped  in  tin  foil, 
but  even  with  this  care  we  would  not  want 
to  rely  upon  any  matter  over  a  month  old. 

Dbtboit,  March  1,  1864. 
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PHYTOLACCA    DECANDRA    AND     ITS 
USE  IN  DIPTHERIA. 

BT  W.  H.  BUKT,  M.  D. 

P<xthogenet%e  effects  resembling  Diptheria. — 
Constant  dull  frontal  headache  ag^'avated 
by  motion.  Drawing  sensation  ahove  the 
root  of  the  nose.  Pressure  in  the  eyes ;  dull 
aching  pain  in  the  eyes.  Loss  of  taste. 
Tongue  is  very  rough  with  hiisters  on  the 
sides  that  smart  severely.  Pressing  pain  in 
the  right  side  of  the  throat.  Sore  throat) 
with  great  roughness  in  the  pharynx.  Con. 
stant  inclination  to  swalloWi  which  produces 
severe  pains  in  the  root  of  the  tongae  and 
fauces.  Violent  inflammation  of  the  soft 
palate  and  tonsils ;  the  left  tonsil  is  swollen 
as  large  again  as  the  right.  Thick  white 
and  yellow  mucus  about  the  fauces.  Vio- 
lent inflammation  of  the  oesophagus  down  to 
the  stomach.  *Food  produces  severe  pain 
the  whole  length  of  the  oesophagus.  Feeling 
as  if  something  had  lodged  in  the  oesopha- 
gus. Profuse  haemorrhage  from  the  nose. 
Loss  of  appetite.  Urine  strongly  alktminmis. 
Bowels  either  constipated  or  loose.  Violent 
aching  «f  the  back,  and  limbs  very  weak 
and  faint. 

What  better  picture  of  Diptheria  could 
be  produced  by  a  remedy  than  this.  Those 
symptoms  were  all  produced  in  myself.  I 
took  the  remedy  until  I  could  not  swallow 
anything  for  two  days  but  a  little  liquid 
food.  The  toxical  effects  of  the  Phytolacca 
is  mostly  all  spent  upon  the  throat.  Among 
all  the  long  list  of  remedies  in  our  sohool 
we  have  none  that  can  equal  the  Phytolacca 
in  diseases  of  the  throat.  In  the  treatment 
of  diptheria,  Belladonna  and  the  prepara- 
tions of  Mercury  cannot  be  compared  to  it. 
I  have  treated  eighteen  cases  of  Diptheria 
with  nothing  else  bulP  the  Phytolacca.  Twelve 
of  these  cases  were  of  a  very  dangerous 
character ;  all  of  them  were  cured  in  from 
three  to  eight  days.  The  one  that  lasted 
eight  days  was  an  extremely  bad  case ;  she 
was  a  young  lady ;  two  had  ^died  in  the 
family  treated  by  old  school  physicians. 
My  case  was  the  worst  of  the  three.  She 
faaa  recovered  her  health  again,  but  all  the 
water  she  drinks  passes  out  of  her  nostrils. 
The  dried  root  is  useless.    A  tincture  made 


from  the  green  root,  or  a  trituration  is  the 
only  preparation  that  ought  to  be  used.  It 
should  be  collected  before  it  commences  to 
grow  in  the  spring*  I  will  recite  a  few 
cases  : 

Mr.  F.  aet.  26,  Jan.  4th,  9  P.M.  Slight 
pain  in  the  left  tonsil  when  swallowing, 
rested  well  until  2  A.  M.,  swoke  with  a 
severe  frontal  headache,  back  and  legs 
aching  verv  hard,  with  high  fever  and  sore 
throat ;  could  not  sleep  any  more.  8  A.  M. 
pulse  120  and  very  soft.  Itead,  back  and 
legs  are  aching  violently.  Throat  very  sore; 
left  tonsil  very  much  swollen  and  covered 
with  a  grayish  false  membrane;  right  tonsU 
has  patches  of  the  pseudo-membrane  on  it. 
Deglutition  is  almost  impossible.  Great 
prostration ;  can  stand  up  only  a  few 
moments  at  a  time,  it  makes  him  so  faint 
and  dizzy.  Gave  Phytolacca  four  dosei 
every  hour  with  a  gargle  of  the  same,  con« 
sisting  of  50  drops  into  a  tumbler  of  water. 

5th.  Feeling  very  much  better.  Fever 
nearly  gone.  Head,  back  and  legs  do  not 
ache  half  as  much  as  they  did  yesterday. 
Pulse  100.  Throat  is  feeling  very  sore. 
Left  tonsil  very  much  swollen  and  still 
covered  with  the  pseudo-membrane;  the 
right  one  looks  very  red  with  small  patchei 
of  membrane  on  it.  Deglutition  almost  im" 
possible.    Continued  treatment. 

6th.  Feeling  very  much  better,  pseudo« 
membrane  is  off  from  both  tonsils;  they 
look  very  red  and  the  left  one  is  still  swel* 
len.  No  fever.  Slight  appetite.  Continuedi 
treatment. 

7th.  Feeling  quite  well  but  throat  pains 
him  when  swallowing.   Discharged  cured. 

Mrs.  G.  aet,  21,  nursing  a  babe.  Jan.  11th, 
Throat  commenced  to  feel  sor.e.  Had  a 
very  restless  night.  12th.  Slight  headache 
with  a  very  severe  pain  in  her  back  and 
legs.  Very  chilly  all  the  time.  Throat 
very  sore;  both  tonsils  very  much  swollen 
and  covered  in  patches  with  a  dark  colored 
pseudo-membrane.  Deglutition  very  diffi- 
cult. Face  very  much  flushed.  Great 
prostration.  Cannot  sit  up  aiy,  she  is  so 
faint  and  weak.  Bowels  regnlar.  Gave 
Phytolacca,  4  drops  every  half  hour,  with 
a  gargle  of  the  same. 
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13th.  Feeling  Tery  much  better.  Fevei 
ill  gone.  Back  and  legs  do  not  ache  any. 
Fbroat  is  feeling  very  sore.  Tonsils  very 
•ed  and  swollen,  and  covered  in  patches  with 
he  pseudo-membrane.  Deglutition  is  very 
lainful.  Continue  same  treatment  once  an 
LOur. 

14th.  Feeling  quite  well.  Pseudo- 
aembrane  is  off  from  both  tonsils  j  there 
ire  large  holes  eaten  into  the  tonsils.  Can 
wallow  quite  well.  Continued  same  treat- 
nent  every  two  hours.  Discharged  her 
{ured  the  next  day.  The  babe  nursed  her 
lU  the  while,  and  did  not  take  the  disease. 
E  attended  a  lady  once  before  that  nursed 
ler  babe  through  the  disease,  and  it  did  not 
lakd  it. 

Miss.K.  Aei.  9.  December  12th.  For 
he  last  two  days  has  had  a  fever  with  chills 
ill  the  while.  Throat  has  been  very  sore, 
uid  is  getting  worse  all  the  time.  Head, 
back  and  legs  are  aching  constantly.  Pulse 
130 ;  very  weak  and  soft.  Soft  palate  and 
tonsils  are  violently  inflamed  and  swollen ; 
both  tonsils  are  covered  with  grayish 
psendo-membrane.  Cannot  swallow  any- 
thing. Very  weak;  cannot  sit  up.  Has 
QOt  eaten  anything  for  two  days,  neither  can 
she  be  pursuaded  to  take  any  kind  of  nour- 
ishment. Gave  Phytolacca,  2  drops  every 
hour.  Morning  feeling  a  little  better. 
Pseudo-membrane  looks  about  the  same. 
Continued  treatment.  Morning  good  deal 
better.  False  membrane  beginning  to  come 
off.  Continued  same  treatment.  Morning 
feeling  quite  well.  False  membrane  is  all 
off,  but  the  throat  is  feeling  very  sore. 
Continued  same  treatment  one  day  more, 
then  discharged  her  cured. 

Little  Henry.  Aei,  4.  For  two  days  has 
bad  a  little  fever  and  sore  throat.  Says  he 
8  cold  all  the  time.  Refuses  to  take  food. 
Both  tonsils  are  as  large  again  as  they  ought 
bo  be,  and  covered  in  patches  with  a 
i^faitish  false  membrane.  Pulse  113;  very 
weak.  He  lies  on  the  lounge  all  the 
time.  Gave  Phytolacca,  10  drops  in  a 
tumbler  one-half  full  of  water.  Cured  in 
two  days. 

It  is  remarkable  to  see  how  quickly 
tfxe  fever    abates    under    the  influence    of 


the  Phytolacca.  I  believe  the  sooner 
the  Phytolacca  can  be  administered  to  the 
patient,  the  better.  It  makes  no  difference 
what  stage  of  the  disease  we  give  the  Phy- 
tolacca in,  it  will  cure  the  patient  if  the  air 
passages  are  not  effected.  If  the  air  pas- 
sages are  involved,  I  would  alternate  the 
Phytolacca  with  Iodine^  Brotnine^  KaU-Bichror 
micunty  er  some  remedy  that  has  a  specific 
affinity  for  the  air  passages.  I  have  reported 
12  cases  to  Prof.  Hale,  for  his  work  on  new 
provings,  to  be  published  by  Dr.  Lodge,. 
Detroit,  and  would  refer  my  readers  to  this 
book  for  further  information  regardinj;  the- 
use  of  Phytolacca. 


.ffiSCULUS  HIPPOCASTANUM.    ^ 

Dr.  Wm.  M.  Cuthbert,  in  N.  A.  Journal 
for  February,  1864,  says :  "I  proved  the 
drug  to  a  limited  extent  on  my  own  person, 
not  being  subject  to  piles,  using  the  first 
potency.  The  effects  produced  being  a 
painful  weakness  of  the  loine,  noxth  duU,  aching 
pain,  accompanied  by  severe  tumors  around  the- 
anus.  These  symptoms  becoming  so  severe 
as  to  interfere  with  professional  duties,  I 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  end  the  proving, 
and  one  dose  of  Nux  vomica  antidoted  in  a 
few  hours  all  the  painful  symptoms,  since^ 
which  I  have  experienced  none  of  them. 

Cases  referred  to  by  Dr.  Cuthbert. 

1.  Man ;  aet,  87  ;  Mechanic.  One  dose 
of  third  potency  not  only  entirely  relieved 
the  piles,  but  also  enabled  him  to  lay  off  a 
truss  which  he  had  worn  for  years  for  an 
inguinal  hernia. 

2.  Mrs.  M.  Piles,  (protruding  at  times,) 
of  ten  years'  standing,  cured  with  three 
doses.  It  is  now  three  jears  since,  and  she 
has  never  had  any  symptoms  of  it  in  that 
time.  • 

8.  Mr.  B.  External  piles.  Promptly 
cured  with  one  dose;  Nux  vomica  never 
having  any  effect. 

4.  Mr.  L.  Blind  bleeding  piles  of 
twenty  years*  standing,  cured  with  three 
doses,  one  every  two  weeks. 

[We    have  prepared  a  cerate  from   the 
^scnlus  which  has  been  found  a  very  effi* . 
cacious  and  convenient  external  applicatioi^ 
to  pile  tumors.— £d.] 


HOMCBOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 


31 


STICTA  PULMONARIA.*. 
Partial  Proving  and  Clinical  Observations, 

BY  S.  P.  BUBDICK,    M.  D.* 

Nov.  9tb,  1859, 1  commenced  proving  this 
plant,  having  previously  prepared  a  strong 
tincture. 

At  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  took  10  drops  of 
tincture.  About  one  hour  after  I  had  sharp, 
daiting  pains  in  the  arms,  legs  and  shoul- 
derB ;  commencing  first  in  the  muscles  of 
the  arms,  then  in  the  finger-joints  and  shoul- 
ders. Next  in  the  thighs,  knee-joints  and 
toes.  Also  dull  sensation  in  the  head,  with 
sharp,  darting  pains  through  the  vertex, 
side  of  the  face,  and  lower  jaw.  There  was 
a  feeling  of  fullness  at  the  root  of  the  nose 
and  in  the  left  hypochondriac  region. 
These  symptoms  were  well  marked,  they 
continued  Irom  two  to  three  hours,  and 
were  followed  by  a  general  feeling  of  dull- 
ness of  two  or  three  hours  duration. 

Nov.  10th,  7  o'clock,  A.M.,  JLook  ten  drops. 
The  symptoms  which  followed  were  similar 
to  those  produced  by  the  first  dose.  There 
were  also;  a  dull,  oppressive  pain  in  the 
cardiac  region;  slight  oppression  of  the 
lungs ;  dull  pain  in  the  right  hypochon- 
drium.    Duration  from  three  to  four  hours. 

Nov.  11th,  took  at  7  A.  M.,  20  drops  of 
the  tincture.  About  one  hour  after,  I  ex- 
perienced the  previous  dull  sensation  in  the 
head,  with  dull,  heavy  pressure  in  the  fore- 
head and  roots  of  the  nose ;  darting  pains 
in  the  temporal  region ;  burning  in  the  eye- 
lids, with  soreness  of  the  ball  on  closing  the 
lids,  or  turning  the  eye.  There  were  burn- 
ing, biting,  sticking  pains  all  over  the  body. 
Lancinating  pain  in  the  second  joint  of  the 
middle  finger  ;  inability  to  concentrate  the 
mind  upon  any  one  subject ;  a  general  con- 
fusion of  ideas.  The  above  symptoms  con- 
tinued to  increase  in  intensity  during  the 
entire  day,  and  most  of  them  continued  un- 
til the  13th,  without  repeating  the  drug. 

Clutical  Obsbrvatioits. — 1.  A  few  weeks 
previous  to  the  above  experiments,  I  was 
attacked  with  catarrh  of  the  head,  to  which 
I  was  subject,  and  had  been  for  about  five 
years  ;  at  times  it  was  very  severe,  obliging 
me  to  keep  my  room  for  a  week  at  a  time. 
The  above  attack  was  one  of  the  severest  I 
had  ever  experienced.  I  discharged  quanti- 
ties of  bloody  pus  from  the  nose  and  throat, 
and  it  left  me  with  a  distressing  cough  and 
oppression  of  the  lungs,  causing  the  feeling 
of  a  hard  mass  collected  in  them.  The 
cough  was  at  first  dry  and  hacking,  from 
tickling  in  the  larynx,  which  finally  extend- 
ed to  the  lungs.  During  the  day  I  was  com- 
paratively free  from  the  cough,  but  it  re- 

*  S*rom  N.  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy 
OaWtfto  Sylvatita.) 


turned  every  evening  about  6  o'clock,  an< 
would  continue  the  entire  night,  being  al 
most  Incessant.  I  could  not  sleep  nor  li 
down.  All  treatment  failed  to  afford  thi 
slightest  relief,  and  I  had  become  complete 
ly  worn  out  from  the  cough  and  want  o 
sleep. 

I  now  prepared  a  tincture  from  Sticta 
and  put  a  few  drops  in  a  tumbler  of  watei 
At  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  took  a  teaspoonfal 
and  continued  to  repeat  it  every  hoiv 
during  the  afternoon.  At  10  o'clock 
P.  M.,  my  cough  had  not  returned 
as  I  had  coughed  but  once  or  twio 
during  the  evening,  but  on  retiring  tha 
ni«ht  there  was  a  slight  return,  lasting  pei 
haps  for  a  half  hour,  after  which  I  slep 
quietly  all  night.  The  next  day  I  took  o 
the  medicine  several  times,  and  had  no  re 
turn  of  cough. 

2.  Some  two  weeks  after,  I  took  si  sligh 
cold,  which  brought  on  catarrh  in  the  bea< 
again.  There  came  with  it  a  slight  cougli 
which  increased,  and  in  the  evening  it  wa; 
quite  troublesome.  I  took  of  Sticta  two  o 
three  times  during  the  evening  ;  and,  to  m; 
great  surprise,  I  awoke  the  next  momini 
perfectly  free  from  catarrh  and  cough. 

These  results  of  trials  of  Sticta  on  mjsel 
in  disease,  induced  me  to  attempt  the  proir 
ing  above  reported.  The  following  notes  o 
cases  treated  by  this  remedy  may  show  it 
ordinary  operation  in  the  forms  of  diseas 
in  which  its  powers  have  been  most  fre 
qnently  tested. 

3.  Dec.  12th,  Mrs.  S had  taken  a  se 

vere  cold,  had  a  hard,  racking  cough,  ag 
gravated  by  every  inspiration,  and  theri 
was  considerable  oppression  of  the  chesi 
At  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  gave  her  Sticta  tine 
ture,  a  few  drops  in  a  tumbler  of  water,  \ 
teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  half  honi 
The  next  morning  she  coughed  but  very  lit 
tie,  said  she  was  well,  and  the  medicine  wa 
discontinued. 

A  few  days  after  she  was  caught  out  ii 
the  rain,  got  her  feet  wet,  took  a  sever 
cold,  and  coughed  worse  than  before.  I: 
the  evening  I  gave  her  Sticta  as  before  ;  th 
cough  ceased  after  she  had  taken  a  fei 
doses  ;  and  the  next  morning  she  was  feel 
ing  quite  well. 

4.  January,  1860,  Mr.  B ,  aged  fifty 

six  years,  was  suffering  from  soreness  o 
the  throat  of  long  standing,  I  gave  Mercuriu 
3,  with  favorable  results.  A  few  days  aftei 
I  found  him  suffering  from  coryia — I  gav 
him  Sticta  0,  a  few  drops  in  a  tumbler  o 
water,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  houi 
But  a  few  doses  had  been  taken  when  grea 
relief  was  experienced.  He  had  been  sul 
ject  to  frequent  attacks  of  a  similar  charac 
ter  for  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  continued  th 
remedy,  night  and  morning,  for  a  week  € 
more,  as  it  appeared  to  affect  his  thro^.^  t 
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Torably,  While  taking  the  remedy,  he  wag 
exposed  a  good  denl,  and  took  a  severe 
eold ;  but  he  was  ej^tirely  free  from  those 
distressing  symptoms  of  coryza,  which  had 
for  many  years  accompanied  the  slightest 
cold. 

He  had  been  treated  by  several  homoeo- 
pathic physicians,  besides  taking  quantities 
of  allopathic  medicines  *,  but  he  had  never 
experienced  any  decided  benefit  from  any  of 
them. 

In  February  following,  he  had  a  slight  at- 
tack, and  I  gave  him  Sticta  tincture  as. be- 
fore. He  said  the  first  dose  gave  him  great 
relief.  This  was  in  the  eveniag.  The  next 
morning  he  was  entirely  free  from  all  traces  of 
the  troubles  of  the  previous  evening.  I  met 
him  almost  daily  for  nearly  two  years  after, 
daring  which  time  he  had  no  return  of  the 
disease. 

6.  The  next  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady 
who  was  subject  to  coryza.  During  one  of 
these  attacks,  which  came  on  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  wjas  requested  to  see  her.  In  the  af- 
ternoon I  found  her  sneezing  almost  inces- 
santly, with  a  feeling  of  fullness  in  the  right 
side  of  the  forehead,  extending  down  to  the 
root  of  the  nose,  with  tingling  in  the  right 
Bide  of  the  nose.  Sticta  tincture  was  given 
as  in  previous  cases.  Two  doses  effected  the 
cure,  and  the  next  day  she  was  feeling  per- 
fectly well.  Previous  attacks  lasted  from 
three  days  to  a  week. 

6.  August  tlst,   1862.    Mr.   F ,  aged 

fifty  years,  came  to  me,  saying  he  had  rheu- 
matism all  over  him,  and  could  got  no  relief; 
he  said  he  had  tried  everything,  had  been  to 
two  or  three  allopathic  physicians,  but  was 
getting  worse  every  day.  His  troubles  com- 
meDoed  abonjb  six  months  ago,  with  sharp, 
darting,  lancinating  pain,  first  in  the  knee- 
joints,  then  in  the  elbow  and  shoulder.  The 
finger-Joints  were  next  involved,  and  it 
gn^ually  extended  to  every  joint  in  the 
body ;  the  pain  in  the  neck  and  head  were 
intense.  At  the  present  time  the  Joints  are 
all  swollen  and  stiff.  He  cannot  sleep  for  the 
pain,  and  can  scarcely  walk. 

By  comparing  the  above  with  the  provings 
of  Sticta  Sylvatica^  I  found  a  perfect  type  of 
the  disease  before  me  in  this  drug,  and  I  at 
once  determined  to  test  its  curative  power ; 
■  the  following  are  the  results  : — I  gave  Stic- 
ta 1st,  five  drops  to  a  tumbler  two- thirds 
full,  of  water,  a  tablespoonful  to  be  taken 
every  hour. 

August  23.  .Mr.   F reports  himself 

greatly  improved,  pains  not  so  severe,  has 
dept  better.    Sticta  1st,  as  before. 

Aug.  26th.    Reports  a  great  deal  better, 

can  walk  better  than  at  any  time  during  the 

past  five  months  ;  pain  in  the  head  and  neck 

r  £rone;  all   the  pains  are  less  severe,  and  the 

Joints  are  not  so  much  swollen.     Continued 

vi/cia,  ut,  as  before. 


Aug.  28.  Reports  himself  entirely  well ; 
has  DO  pain  \  swelling  all  gone;  says  he  feel 
better  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  nine 
months;  stiffness  of  the  joints  all  gone; 
he  is  getting  young  again,  and  walks  as 
sprightly  as  a  young  man. 

U.  At  the  time  the  above  was  under  treat- 
ment, I  was  also  treating  a  Mrs.  G ,  age 

about  forty,  for  rheumatism  of  the  wrist- 
joints.  She  had  been  under  treatment  for 
nearly  three  months,  with  very  little,  if  any, 
improvement.  The  wrists  and  hands  were 
swollen,  with  little  if  any  redness ;  very 
painful  on  moving  them.  I  had  given  her 
nearly  all  the  remedies  that  are  usually 
given  in  rheumatic  troubles  ;  none  of  them 
had  afforded  relief  to  any  extent. 

After  the  results  produced  in  the  last  case 
by  Sticta,  I  determined  to  try  it  in  the  case 

of  Mrs.  G .    I  accordingly  gave  her  five 

drops,  Ist,  in  a  tumbler  of  water,  a  table- 
spoonful  every  two  hours.  On  the  second 
day  after,  I  called,  and  on  entering  her 
room,  she  exclaimed,  "  Doctor,  you  have 
done,  it  this  time  !"  To  my  great  surprise,  I 
found  her  sewing.  The  pain  and  swelling 
were  nearly  gone.  Sticta,  1st,  was  continu- 
ed for  a  few  days,  and  the  cure  was  perma- 
nent. (This  last  case  is  reported  from  mem- 
ory.) 

8.  Aug.  26th.    Mrs.  M came  to  me, 

complaining  of  headache  with  severe  pain  in 
the  eyes,  which  felt  very  sore  on  closing  the 
lids  or  turning  the  eye-ball.  The  pains  and 
soreness  as  she  described  them,  were  very 
similar  to  those  I  experienced  while  making 
the  above  provings,  and  I  prescribed  StietUf 
1st,  five  drops  to  a  tumbler  of  water,  a  table- 
spoonful  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 

Aug.  27th.  Reports  greatly  relieved  soon 
after  taking  the  medicine.  Sticta  continu- 
ed as  before. 

Aug.  28th.   Reports  perfectly^well. 

9.  In  the  month  of  February,  1862,  while 
treating  a  patient  very  susceptible  to  the 
infinence  of  medicine,  I  had  administered 
Sticta  1-10.  Very  soon  after  taking  it  she 
said,  "  Doctor^  I  feel  that  medicine  all  over 
me."  In  a  few  months  after,  she  said  her 
leg  felt  as  though  it  was  floating  in  the  air, 
feeling  light  and  airy,  without  any  sensation 
of  resting  upon  the  bed ;  this  continued  for 
some  time,  and  gradually  passed  off. 

10.  Mrs.  F ,   age  about    forty  years, 

had  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels.  She  had 
lost  large  quantities  of  blood  during  the  two 
previous  weeks,  looked  pale  and  ghastly, 
and  could  scarcely  walk,  she  had  become  so 
reduced.  I  gave  Hamamelis,  which  arrested 
the  haemorrhage ;  but  she  could  not  sleep, 
and  had  not  for  over  a  week ;  saying  that  as 
soon  as  it  came  night,  her  feet  and  legs 
would  dance  and  jump  around  in  spite  of 
her ;  60  that  she  was  compelled  either  to 

^  hold  tlieni  down  \xpon  the  fioor  with  her  own 
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hands,  or  hare  some  one  hold  them  for  her ; 
and  as  soon  as  she  would  lie  down,  her 
limbs  felt  as  though  they  were  floating  in 
the  air  as  light  as  feathers.  This  brought  to 
mind  what  had  happened  to  the  last  patient, 
and  I  administered  Siicta  1st,  a  few  drops  in 
a  tumbler  of  water.  To  commecce  takiag  a 
tablespoonful  as  soon  as  the  above  symp- 
toms should  re- appear,  and  repeat  every 
hour. 

The  next  evening  at  about  6  o'clock,  the 
dancing  commenced.  The  medicine  was  re- 
peated every  hour  until  11  o'clock,  when 
she  slept  for  the  first  time  in  over  a  week, 
did  not  awaken  until  seven  next  morning. 
Medicine  discontinued  during  the  day. 

Next  evening  symptoms  leturned,  but  not 
so  severe.-  Medicine  repeated  every  hour. 
Fell  asleep  at  10,  P.M.  Slept  quietly  until 
awakened  next  niorning. 

Next  evening  slight  recurrence.  Two  or 
three  doses  of  Sticta  were  given,  and  she 
slept  quietly  all  night. 

Next  evening  no  recurrence ;  Siicta  one 
or  two  doses  j  slept  at  7,  P.  M.,  did  not 
awaken  until  the  next  morning.  Medicine 
discontinued.  Recovery  rapid  without  any 
farther  medication. 

11.  A  lady  about  fifty  years  of  age,  com^ 
plaining  of  attacks  of  great  anxiety  about 
the  heart.  Very  nervous.  Had  had  a  good 
deal  of  mental  trouble. 

Ignatia  and  Digitalis  afiforded  great  relief ; 
but  after  two  or  three  months  she  called, 
saying  that  she  was  troubled  at  night  by 
awakkig  with  a  strange  sensation  about  the 
heart,  and  for  a  few  moments  aft«r  she 
would  feel  as  though  she  was  floating  iu  the 
air.  A  few  doses  of  Sticta  1st,  effected  a 
complete  cure. 

In  coughs  and  colds,  it  has  proved  yery 
efficient.  And  I  have  never  used  a  remedy 
which  has  been  so  efficacious  in  procuring 
quiet,  refreshing  sleep  as  Sticta,  I  have 
gi¥en  it  when  all  other  remedies  have  failed, 
and  have  never,  save  in  one  or  two  cases, 
had  it  disappoint  me ;  and  now  if  I  have  a 
patient  who  cannot  sleep,  it  is  my  first  re- 
sort. 

I  have  reported  two  cases  of  rheumatism 
which  it  has  cured  almost  by  magic.  1 
have  also  given  it  in  several  cases  in  which 
it  produced  not  the  slightest  effect ;  but  in 
these  cases  there  was  not  a  perfect  repre- 
sentation of  the  drug  in  the  disease. 

The  following  cases  are  from  the  Case 
Book  of  the  Northern  Homceopathie  Dispensary , 
New  York,  where  this  remedy  has  acquired 
some  reputation  : 

1.  Ellen  Murphy,  aged  nineteen,  scrofu- 
lous; had  haemoptysis  three  years  ago. 
Every  cold,  damp  spell  brings  on  cough  with 
expectorations  of  dark  blood.  Suffers  now 
with  loose  cough  in  the  morning^  expecto- 
ration less  free  during  the  day;  pain  in  left  I 


side  below  the  scapula,  foul  taste  in  the 
mouth,  tickling  in  the  larynx  and  bronchia; 
costiveness :  courses  regular.    Bry.  8. 

Aug.  5.  Pain  in  the  left  side  less,  other 
state  the  same.  Sticta  1.  Aug.  8.  Qreat 
relief.  Aug.  12.  Nervous  headache  which 
she  complained  of  in  the  temples  improved. 
Cough  steadily  improving.  Sticta.  Aug.  20. 
Cured. 

2.  Anna  Ernst,  aged  fifty-one,  oppression 
in  the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  great  thirst,  no 
appetite,  tongue  clean,  disgust  for  food  ; 
soft  cough  with  expectoration.  Vertigo, 
restless  at  night.    Bry.  8. 

Aug.  6.  Some  relief.  Bry.  12.  Aug.  9 . 
Cough  the  same.  Morning  ceugh.  Symp- 
toms of  change  of  life.  Sticta  1.  Aug.  19. 
Cough  improving.  Raises  more  easily,  es- 
pecially mornings.  Sticta  1.  Aug.  29. 
Cough  well.  Only  seme  vertigo  yet.  Puis. 
6.  Aug.  31.  Cough  all  right.  Vertigo  the 
same.    Cyclamen  3. 

3.  Joseph  Weidner,  aged  •  forty.  Dyspep- 
sia. Cannot  bear  anything  tight  on  the 
stomach.  Vomits  phelgm.  Haemorrhoids. 
Nux. 

Aug.  8.  Cough  raw  and  sore.  Better 
otherwise.  Sticta.  Ang.  11.  Cough  only 
after  meals.  Bry.  Aug.  16.  Cough  easier,  but 
very  hoarse.  Puis.  Aug.  20.  Cough  worse^ 
expectoration  tighter.  Bry.  Aug.  24. 
Morning  cough  continues.  Well  every  other 
way.    Bry. 

4.  Ellen  Minaman,  aged  twenty -five. 
Cough  for  six  weeks.  Hoarseness ;  nightly 
expectoration  of  whitish  phelgm.    Sticta. 

Aug.  12.  Greatly  improved.  Pon*t 
cough  near  so  much.    Sticta. 

5.  Ida  Hatfield,  eighteen  months  old. 
Tnssls  morbillosa.  Had  measles  two  weeks 
ago.    Sticta. 

Aug.  8.  Qreatly  improved,    Sticta.    Aug. 

17.  Has  whooping  cough.  Sticta.  Aug.  19. 
State  the  same.  Worse  at  night.  Corallia 
80.    Aug.  24.    State  the  same.    Bell.,  Ipec. 

Aug.  29.  Improving.    Bell.,  Ipec. 

6.  Kate  Winkler,  aged  fourteen.  Nasal 
catarrh.  Nose  always  dry  and  stuffed  up ; 
swollen  with  tickling  in  it.  Constant  drip- 
ping down  throat,  which  feels  and  looks  raw. 
Tongue  clean.     Sticta. 

Aug.  9.  Improving.  Sticta.  Aug.  12. 
Discharges  a  great  deal  of  phlegm,  with 
great  improvement.  Sticta.  Aug.  19.  Is 
getting  well.    Sticta. 

7.  Martin  Wyman,  aged  two  years,  febris 
catarrhalis.  Aeon.  Aug.  15.  Less  fever. 
Ratting  in  the  chest,  coryza.     Sticta.    Aug. 

18.  Improving.    Sticta.    Aug.  21.  Cured. 
We  cured  a  great  many  such   cases  with 

Sticta. 

8.  Maad.  Uawaer^fi^ftOL  to\\.^-V«<i.  \Q&af 
enza.  Sticta.  ^€iv^.  "2^.  C^>x^  ^«^^ 
pressure  in  the  Cihe^t.  ^.w^  ^^ovcvftw^^cassTt^ 
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the  left  side.  Caught  cold  wheo  her  Gonrees 
were  on.    Sticta.     Oct,  1.  Cured, 

9.  Emmd  Rusa,  aged  ilxteea  years,  otal- 
gia, Doiae  and  beating  ia  ths  back  part  of 
the  head.  Fimplea  on  the  face.  Slicla. 
Sept.  11.  Well,  except  the  pimples.  Sepia 
80. 

10.  Lonls  Walker,  aged  tliirty-sii.  Influ- 
enza viith  bilious  diarrhoea.  Sticta.  Sept. 
7,  Improving.    Sticta,    9th,  cured. 

11.  Anne  Wiebold,  thirty-five  years  old. 
Loose  congh  nilli  free  eipectoration.  Worse 
fVom  midnight  to  morning.  Sticta.  Sept, 
9.  Cured. 

12.  William  Coleman,  aged  06.  Coryza, 
the  result  of  sunstoke,  comes  back  eveiy 
middle  of  August,  when  not  exposed  ;  if  ex- 
poaed  to  the  sun  in  July,  it  comes  on  then. 
Itching  in  the  nose.  When  careless,  it  goes 
to  the  chest.  Suffers  now  severely  with  '" 
in  the  chest  and  heail.    Sticta. 

Aug.  31.    Ho  better.     Aeon.  8.     Sept. 
Oreatly  improved.    Aeon,    Sept.  5.  Cured  ; 
never  before  cui^d  in  so  short  a  time. 

13.  Stephen  McCue,  aged  four  years,  had 
measles  five  weeks  ago,  which  never  came 
out  well.  Cough  worse  night  and  morning ; 
diarrhcea   with    pain  before  each  passage, 

reatlesa  sleep  on  accouLt  o!  the  cough. 
Sticta.  Sept.  16-29.  Steady  improvemaol 
and  cure.     Sticta  1. 

14.  John  Holt,  aged  seven  years.  Bark- 
ing couah  tike  whooping  cougli,  from  catch- 
iag  cold.     Cured  by  Sticta  in  a  few  days. 

15.  Rose  Caen,  aged  thirteen  years.  Sept. 
23.  Had  small-pox  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
has  ophthalmia  variolosa  yet.  Conjunctiva 
InQamed.  Says  she  cannot  see  plainly. 
Pains  worse  when  shutting  the  eyes. 
StlcU. 

Sept.  2G.  Great  improTemeot.  Ball  clear- 
er; vessels  lb  the  lower  part  of  the  eye  fall 
yet.  Sticta.  Sept.  29.  Improvement  con- 
tinues. Sticta.  Oct  3.  Caught  fresh  cold. 
Keratitis  and  conjunctivitis  with  great  pho- 
tophobia. Aeon,  followed  by  Apis  Oct.  4 
Improving.  Apis.  Nov.  6.  Was  nearly  well, 
till  she  caught  cold  again  ;  has  now  con- 
jnnctivitis,  burning  pains,  photaphobia,  hep- 
atic eruption  on  the  face.  Apis  during  the 
day,  Tr.  Sulph,  at  nioht.  Oct.  12,  Im- 
proveraent.     Sulph.     Ntv,  4th,  Currd. 

16.  Peter  Weidman,  aged  forty-three 
Oct.  1.  Influenza,  when  cough  comes  on  he 
can  hardly  breathe  ;  choking  sensation  JLi 
the  throat,  free  eipectoration  ;  slimy  coated 
tongue  with  indigestion.  Sticla.  Oct.  2. 
Slate  the  same.  Sticta.  Oct.  4,  No  im- 
provement.   Bry,,  Merc,     Oct.  6.  Cured 

17.  Philip  West,  aged  seven  months,  Oct. 
E.  Diarrhcea  mucosa,  and  loose  cough, 
Sticta.  Oct.  6-6.  Some  rattling  in  the 
throat  yet.     Congh  and  diarrhcea  improv- 


g.     Sticta.    Oct.  T.    Only  restlessat  night 
iw,     Oct.  9.  Cured. 

18.  Julie  Eitler,  aged  nine  months  Oct. 
22.  Diarrhcea,  dentition,  congh,  and  rattling 
In  the  chest.  Passages  green,  like  chopped 
eggs.  Sticta.  Oct.  24.  Diarrhiea  improv- 
ing, bat  cough  the  same  still.  Salph. 
l4ov.  4.  Slimy  diarrhcea  again.  Cough 
ubatiDg.    Sulph,     Nov.  12.  Cured. 

19.  Charles  Bennet,  aged  twelve  years, 
Oct.  2C.  Catarrh  ef  the  head  for  four  yeeri. 
Sneezing  mornings  with  green  discharges ; 
frontal  headache  and  epistaxis.  Sticta.. 
Oct.  25,  Less  bleeding  from  the  nose.  Left 
foot  and  right  arm  often  benumbed  and 
cold,  Sticta.  Nov.  4.  Free  from  catarrh, 
but  full  of  boils.     Sticla,     Nov.  20.  EntJrely 


CRIMINAL  ABORTION. 


About  mid-night,  on  the  evening  of  the 
3rd  of  December,  1862,  a  rough  looking  ffl- 
low  rushed  into  my  ofSce  and  asked  my 
immediate  attendance  on  a  woman  supposed 
to  be  dying.  Making  a  few  preparations, 
we  hurried  away,  my  guide  leading  me  to 
the  moat  obscure  part  of  the  City.  We  at 
length  arrived  at  one  of  many  similar  build- 
ings in  a  locality  wherein  but  little  comfort 
reigned.  Passing  through  a  Urge,  vacant 
room  into  a  still  larger  apartment,  dimly 
lighted  by  a  single  candle,  we  hesitated  in 
the  partial  obscurity  to  glance  around  Q8. 
The  dusky  outlines  of  two,  or  three  women 
huddled  together  in  one  corner,  and  a  bed, 
tattered  and  ragged,  with  the  white  face  of 
tbesick  woman— whiter  in  the  gloom,  grad- 
aally  broke  upon  us.  Moving  towards  the 
pallet  and  taking  the  feeble  wrist  in  ray 
hand  I  involuntarily  exclaimed  "  You  hait 
Iml  Hood!"  "Hush!  Dtelor,"  she  half 
whispered,  in  a  qu;ck,  startled  way.  Asking 
those  present  lo  leave  the  rosm,  she  be- 
sought me  to  sit  near  her  until  she  had  told 
me  her  slory.    And  such  a  tale  1 

Twas  public  at  the  time  and  no  hand  was 
raised  to  smite  the  Infamoas  wretch  who  had 
dishonored  a  brave  soldier,  nor  any  attempt 
made  to  arrest  the  ruinous  career  of  a  pro- 
fessional E?urderer, 

Her  words  need  no  repetition.  The  modm 
operandi  of  the  abortion  and  its  after-treat- 
ment  ia   all  that  is  now   necessary.     The 

for  that  purpose  during  the  week  previous — 
taking  alt  sorts  of  decoctions  and  poisonous 
compounds.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d — be- 
ing in  the  flfth  month  of  her  pregnancy— her 
Eains  commenced  and  went  on  very  favora- 
ly  for  a  time,  Saddenly  they  ceased,  and 
beooming  aniions,  she  sent  ber  child  of  ton 
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years  for  the  physician,    Dr. 


He 


called  and  angrily  demanded  what  she 
wanted.  Having  heard  the  effiect  of  his 
murderous  drugs,  he  made  an  examination. 
Again  introducing  his  hand  he  tore  away  the 
fcetus,  bringing  down  the  uterus  with  it. 
The  woman  said,  *'  he  brought  out  every- 
thing in  one  bunch." 

Accomplishing  this  he  proceeded  to  leave 
her  thus,  when  she  cried  out  "  For  God's 
sake!  Doctor,  don't  leave  me  yet.  The 
neighbors  will  come  in  and  discover  the 
clothes. "  Brutally  he  turned  upon  her  and 
ordered  her  out  of  bed  !  She  urged  that 
it  would  kill  her,  when  he  raised  her  in  his 
arms  and  threw  her  bodily  upon  the  floor. 
Changing  the  sheets,  he  again  insisted  on 
her  returning  to  the  pallet.  Seeing  her  ex- 
hausted, he  with  an  oath,  cast  her  back  as 
harshly,  and  thus  he  left  her,  mocking  her 
as  he  past  through  the  door-way.  The  foe- 
tus was  subsel^uently  discovered  in  the  ad- 
joining alley,  and  rescued  from  some  hogs 
that  had  been  eating  it.  She  told  me 
this,  and  more,  much  more,  sentence  by 
sentence,  gasping  lor  breath.  Her  skin  was 
hot,  dry,  burning — the  palms  of  the  hands 
having  that  peculiar  damp,  clammy  feel. 
The  eyes  shone  with  an  unearthly  brilliance, 
and  the  tongue  and  lips  were  parched  dry 
and  glistening.  Pulse,  thread-like,  scarcely 
perceptible;  excessive  tenderness  in  the  ab- 
domen with  tympanitis.  An  examination 
revealed  the  fiercest  blaze  of  inflammation, 
with  half-protruding  uterus.  The  touch 
caused  agonizing  pain,  but  I  determined  to 
hazard  danger  and  convulsions  and  carry 
the  uterus  back  to  its  place. 

Cautiously  as  possible,  and  slowly,  I  mov- 
ed it  and  supported  it  but  very  little  when  it 
started  from  my  touch.  She  suffered  much 
io  that  brief  space  and  so  did  I.  Then  made 
an  application  of  Amicated  water  and  or- 
dered the  parts  to  be  bathed  therewith. 
Prescribed  Aconite  1st,  and  Bryonia  1st. 
German  Tinctures,  several  drops  in  separate 
classes,  two  teaspoonfuls  in  alternation  every 
l^our.  December  4th,  found  her  improving 
— inflammation  decreased — tympanitis  very 
suspicious.  Continue  same  remedies.  Call- 
ed at  noon  and  found  a  congregation  of 
women  around  my  patient,  some  talking  and 
laughing, — others  exhorting, — some  charita- 
ble souls  pumping  her  !  Turned  the  congre- 
gation out,  and  found  my  patient  rushing 
into  a  fiercer  inflammation  and  delirium. 
Prescribed  Aconite  as  before,  and  substitu- 
ted Rhus.  Tox.  1st  for  Bryonia,  for  the 
tongue  was  brown  and  very  dry,  and  the 
eyes  were  dull  and  congested  in  that  deliri- 
nm.  In  the  evening  she  was  about  the 
same — continued  the  medicine.  Dec.  5th, 
patient  much  better ;  occasional  delirium ; 
light  perspiration  on  forehead;  tongue 
moist;    tympanitis    and  tenderness  much 


lessened.  At  noon  found  that  the  women 
had  been  there  again,  but  patient  continued 
to  improve. 

In  the  evening  she  complained  of  constant 
desire  to  void  urine  with  discharge  of  small 
quantity  with  burning  and  pain.  Cantharis 
8rd,  occasionally  and  continued  flrst  pre- 
scription of  Aconite  and  Bryonia.  From 
this  date  she  improved  slowly  b.ut  steidily, 
without  any  untoward  event  occurring.  The 
prescription  last  given  was  not  changed 
until  the  last  few  days  when  I  exchanged 
Arsenicum  Alb.  3rd,  for  Aconite.  She  was 
dismissed  on  the  12th  December. 

January  30th,  1864.  Quill. 


ARSENICAL    POISONING. 

BY    P.    A.    BENHAM,    M.   D. 

From  my  Clinical  Record. 

While  residing  in  Chicago  in  1861,  I  was 
summoned  in  great  haste,  one  morning,  to 
attend  a  family,  residing  on  Second  street 
On  reaching  the  house,  I  found  the  entire 
family,  consisting  of  father,  mother,  and  a 
daughter,  aged  seventeen  years,  in  apparent 
great  distress.  They  were  all  prostrate — 
retching  violently,  and  piteously  crying  for 
help.  The  face  and  extremities  of  mother 
and  daughter  were  covered  with  a  cold 
perspiration,  upper  and  lower  extremities 
convulsed  and  severe  burning,  cramping 
pains  in  the  region  of  the  stomach.  In  the 
case  of  the  mother  there  were  great  pros- 
tration, violent  burning  in  stomach  and 
oesophagus,  excessive  thirst,  extreme  dys- 
pnea and  slight  convulsions.  The  most 
marked  condition  in  thii  case  was  excessive 
vertigo;  the  patient  would  frequently  ex- 
claim :  "  th$  bed  is  tipping  overj  I  shaU  fall  an 
thejloar" 

In  the  case  of  the  daughter,  who  possessed 
a  decidedly  nervous  temperament,  most  of 
tlie  above  conditions  were  present,  but  in 
less  degree.  There  were  excessive  nervous 
irritability,  subsultus  tendinum,  a  violent 
pressive  pain  in  the  head,  and  general  cold- 
ness of  the  person.  This  patient  complained 
most  of  an  intolerable  burning,  pricking 
pain  in  the  stomach,  as  she  expressed  it : 
there  was  a  sensation  as  though  a  "  thousand 
red  hot  needles  were  sticking  through  the 
stomach,^* 

In  the  case  of  the  father,  the  conditions 
were  far  less  strongly  marked,  but  still  the 
same  general  features  were  preseuU 
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It  has  been  thought  that  heUadonna  is  a 
prophylactic  against  scarlatina. 

My  experience  is  equivocal.  In  9,  family 
of  seven  sons  the  eldest  had  scarlatina,  and 
I  at  once  gave  hel.  to  the  six  younger  sons, 
and  not  one  of  them  took  the  disease. 
Again,  in  a  family  of  six  children,  when  the 
disease  had  made  its  appearance  among 
them,  I  gave  bel.  to  those  not  aj9fecled,  but 
without  any  advantage,  as  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  weeks  they  were  all  laid  down 
in  succession,  but  all  recovered.  The  epi- 
demic here  referred  to  yielded  to  aeon,,  bel. 
and  mercurius. 

But  I  have  thought  it  right  to  put  apis  on 
its  trial  as  a  protective — thus  far  I  can 
speak  well  of  it,  but  truth  compels  me  to 
say  my  experience  is  not  sufficiently  extend- 
ed to  enable  me  to  speak  with  any  degree  of 
•certainty  or  dogmatism. 

A  youth,  aged  13,  (one  of  a  family  of 
fieven  children),  is  now  recovering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  scarlatina.  He  took  apis 
only  J  and  although  the  throat  was  severely 
attacked,  there  has  not  been  the  slightest 
tendency  to  glandular  affection.  I  put  the 
whole  household  under  the  influence  of  our 
medicine,  and  there  has  been  no  infection 
communicated — but  then  we  are  not  yet 
out  of  the  wood*. 

I  hope  after  a  time  to  give  some  supple- 
mentary observations  and  results  of  treat- 
ment of  scarlatina  with  apis.  To  half  a 
dozen  inquiries  made  by  me  amongst  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  in  the  West,  I  have  had 
replies  that  they  have  not  used  apis  in  the 
eruptive  stage  of  scarlatina.  I  would  venture 
to  hope  that  the  medicine  will  be  put  to  the 
test  most  rigidly,  and  I  am  sanguine  enough 
to  think  that  in  those  epidemics  of  this 
frightful  malady  in  which  belladonna  fails, 
the  remedy  I  have  mentioned  will  be  found 
a  most  useful  source. 

Finally,  it  might  be  alleged,  nay,  it  has 
been  alleged,  that  the  fact  of  bee  poison 
modifying  the  condition  of  the  skin  when 
injected  by  the  sting  of  the  insect  affords 
no  proof  that  as  a  medicine  received  into 
the  stomach  it  can  have  active  powers  of 
any  kind.  But  I  cannot  agree  with  this 
opinion.  The  history  of  lachesis  and  other 
animal  poisons  is  quite  conclusive  in  an  op- 
posite direction,  and  my  clinical  experience 
may  also  be  taken  for  as  much  as  it  is 
worth. 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  a  Utile  girl,  ased  3 
years,  of  the  same  family,  has  passed  throoKh  the 
dlseaee  in  a  highly  favorable  manner.  How  for  the 
disease  was  modified  in  oonseqnence  of  her  taking 
bee  poison  daring  the  week  before  her  attack,  it  Ls 
tmpoesible  to  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty. — 
Pi«.  12<A^  1868. 


AN     ANCIENT      TEMPLE      AND 
ITS    PRIESTS. 

A  medical  friend,  under  date  February 
15th,  1864,  says :  I  went  to  see  a  case  last 
night,  which  had  been  most  ignorantly  and 
intolerably  abused  by  Allopathy,  i.  e.  nus- 
taking  and  calling  Scarlatina,  Bilious  fever  ! 
The  mistake  cost  the  child  its  life,  no  more." 
His  indignation  finds  vent  in  the  following 
paper. 

The  delicate  but  impenetrable  veil  thrown 
round  the  Art  of  Medicine  in  earliest  ages, 
still  clings  to  its  giant  proportions,  and 
wraps  its  mysteries  in  a  more  than  Pytha- 
gorean secrecy.  The  gloom  and  obscurity 
"  ot  times  before  (Edippus  and  Priam — 
before  Troy,  before  Tyre  "—falling  thickly 
around  the  origin  of  this  Child  of  Super- 
stition, shuts  from  our  view  of  its  infancy 
aught  but  its  hideous  nurse — Empiricism. 
Twin-sister  of  ancient  religion,  *iwas  en- 
twined about  every  pillar  of  state; — was 
fastened  and  nurtured  in  magnificient 
temples,  and  thus  planted  its  power  deep 
in  the  hearts,  imagination  and  fear  of  the 
people.  The  dim  and  lessening  figures  of 
Egyptian  and  Grecian  priesthood  are  first 
seen  in  the  distance,  consecrating  the  comer- 
stone  of  the  stupenduous  edifice.  Cnidians, 
Asclepiades,  and  the  Alexandrian  school 
reared  its  mighty  walls.  Tracery  aad 
hieroglyphic  sjrmbols  of  Astrology  and 
necromantic  signs  were  scattered  over  its 
surface  by  the  hands  of  Bhazes  and  hit 
Arabian  scholars.  Hippocrates,  Galen  and 
Avicenna,  Celsus,  Harvey  and  Sydenham 
dawned  upon  the  world,  and  the  temple  was 
finished.  Thousands  have  since  sacrificed 
and  been  sacrificed  within  the  shadows  of 
its  sacred  fane.  The  steps  of  its  altars  have 
been  crowded  with  men  teaching  its  tenets, 
promulgating  new  doctrines,  startling  theo- 
ries. Bashed  from  their  places  in  the  hurry 
of  time,  others  filled  their  positions,  and, 
but  half  clinging  to  remnants  of  the  past, 
taught  still  stranger  methods.  The  sick 
were  the  recipients  of  these  theories, 
methods  and  conglomerate  of  theories. 
Revolutions  swept  past.  Medical  dynasties 
arose  and  fell,  and  the  sick  knew  not  the 
change.  The  sick  man  onlv  tested  their 
dogmas  and  simply  died  under  the  proving. 
The  invalid's  "  time  had  come,"  and  the 
priests  of  the  temple  could  avail  naught. 
But  this  was  gaining  experience— experience 
which  crowded  the  cr.?pts,  the  aisles,  Uie 
al.ars,  and  the  holy  places  with  vast  piles 
of  crudest  evidence,  verifyinsr,  or  denying 
the  fearful  bequests  of  traditionary  lore. 
Medicine,  Astrology,  Chemistry  and  Necro- 
mancy ,entangled  in  one  inextricable,  chaotic 
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mass !  And  upon  this  *'  confusion  worse 
confounded  "  were  nurtured  their  "  oldest 
authorities."  No  single  ray  of  simple,  un-. 
complicated  Truth  ever  stole  through  this 
chaos  to  give  life  and  warmth  to  douhting 
modern.  From  this  vulgar,  decomposing 
hash  the  ptlzzled  disciple  steals  the  elixir 
of— Death.  The  patient's  fate  and  his  own 
surprise  whisper  no  douht  of  his  "  author- 
ity," for  those  old  tomes  and  sacred  records 
have  prescribed  the  lesality  of  the  sick 
man's  exit.  Now  and  then,  perhaps,  one  is 
found  whom  the  world  loves  and  honors  for 
his  charity  aLd  his  learning ;  who  wraps  his 
weakness  in  a  dignity  of  demeanor,  while 
he  inly  sorrows  over  the  confusion  that 
mocks  and  baffles  his  every  effort. 

Often   hushed  voices    whisper  agonizing 
doubts  as  he  bends  o'er  his  d\  ing  patient. 
Repetition  and  practice  down  the  torment- 
ors, and   an  accumulating   fortune  justifies 
him.    Other  bold  spirits  have  sprung  aside 
from  the  beaten  pathway,  and  writhing  un- 
der the  cruel  weight  of  their  horrid  incu- 
bus, have  attempted  to  cast  down  their  old 
idol  and  found  a  healing  power.    They  were 
too  daring  men — men  of  genius  and  charity 
— men  who  cared  more  for  the  welfare  of 
their  fellows  than  for  the  teachings  of  old 
time.    The  united  medical  world  dt  manded 
their  eacriflce  ere  an  expose  rent  in  twain  the 
foundations  of  their  guilty  edifice.    These 
brave  men,  earnestly  seeking  the  truth  out- 
ride the  legalized  mass  of  mouldering  cor- 
ruption, met  only  taunts  and  scorn  and  con- 
tamely   unbearable.    'Tis  true  they  found 
not  the  truth — preached  not  the  truth — but 
tbeir*s  was  the  earnest  endeavor,  and  their's 
the  immolation.    Their  books,  their  labors, 
sifted  of  many  of  the  old  falsities,  were  cast 
aride,  unread  and  untested  by  a  frightened, 
ignorant  public  ever  an  enemy  to  innova- 
tions.     Paracelsus,    the   genius,    saw    the 
rushing  ruin,  and  raised  his  hand  lo  stem 
the  torrent.    It  bore  him  down  and  swept 
over  him,  and  an  undiscerning  people  mock- 
ed Paracelsus  the  vagabond.    Van  Helmont, 
wearied  and  saddened,  and  almost  enveloped 
in  the  dark  gloom  of  despair,  cried,  **  Medi- 
cine makes  no  progress — it  turns  upon  its 
own  axis,"  and  worshipped  no  more  in  the 
Temple.    lamblique,  in  his  sorrowful  con- 
fession of  weakness- in  his  humiliating  ad- 
mission of  failing  resources — thus  apostro- 
phizes :  '*Medicine,the  daughter  of  dreams  !" 
Thousands    of    conscientious,  venturesome 
8008  have  in  all    times  left    it^   protective 
shade  and  braved  a  terrible  wrath.    This 
very  day  the  medical  dignitary,  the  High 
Priest  of  the  Temple,  is  its  victim  for  dar- 
ing to  depart  from  its  time-worn  dogma. 
Hammond  dared  proscribe  but  two  remedies 
more  fearful  in  their  action  than  all  the 
guns  of  the  foe — and    dire    the  confusion 


trumped  up  causes— arraigns  him  for  erring 
in  old  rules,  but  for  humanity's  sake ! 

But  we  will  leave  this  single  instance  to 
wander  through  some  of  our  villages  and 
towns  to  find  evidence  of  the  "rottenness 
in  Denmark."  Every  village  has  its  dozen 
clashing  representatives  of  medicine — Allo- 
path and  Homoeopath,  Hydropath  and  Bo- 
tanic, Eclectic  and  Baunscheidt,  Gog  and 
Magog,  and  the  strife  never  ceases.  The 
decrepit  Old  Gentleman,  wrapt  in  his  own 
decay,  shuffles  along  in  forced  unconscious- 
ness of  the  Titan  by  his  side,  vigorous,  pol- 
ished and  refined,  creating  a  new  world  to 
usurp  his  old.  The  dripping  hybrid  splash- 
es "Roots  and  Yarbs,"  while  the  Old  Woman 
gives  each  a  prick  with  her  bunch  of  needles 
as  she  passes  along.  But,  pshaw  !  go  into 
their  offices,  and  you  will  find  the  very  at- 
mosphere of  their  books  heavy  with  the 
mockeries  of  their  profession. 

Many  of  the  text-books  of  their  student 
days  were  thrown  aside  in  earnest  endeavor 
to  win  forgetfulness  of  the  knowledge  that 
gained  theirdiploma.  New  works  are  impa- 
tiently seized  and  ransacked  for  the  truth 
which  they  do  not  contain.  Their  early 
enthusiasm  is  rudely  smothered,  yet,  ac- 
cepting all  doubts  —  gathering  up  the 
burden  of  their  fears  and  tremblings — 
they  permit  themselves  to  glide  along  on- 
the  surface  of  that  stream  which  wafts 
a  few  physicians  to  eminence  and  thou- 
sands of  patients  the  world  over  to  life 
everlasting. 

Honest  priests,  conscious  of  the  weakness 
of  their  art,  have  sought  to  bury  the  con- 
viction deep  in  their  own  hearts,  or  whisper 
it  in  secret  conclave  lest  the  tumbling  ruin 
come  toppling  down  upon    them.      While 
standing  in  tho  dark  shadows  of  their  tem- 
ple, or  cautiously  guiding  their   footsteps 
among  its  numberless  dangers,  their   feel- 
ings must  be  akin  to  those  the  frightened 
traveler  experiences  as  he  hurries  through 
the  Pontine  Marshes,  casting  fearful  glances 
on   every  side,  and   tremblingly  expecting 
the  grasp  of  the  evil  thing  that  reigns  there. 
'Tis  thus  only  with  a  few.     Hundreds  have 
commenced  in  ignorance  too  thick  for  moral' 
inconvenience,  and  in  ignorance  will  they 
die.     Here,  indeed,  ignorance  is  bliss.  They 
see  not  the  curse  and  the  woe  in  their  trust 
in  "  oldest  authorities.'*   Faith  in  old  authors 
is  inculcated  in  their  student  days,  and  the 
eloquence  and  love  of  College  Professors 
make  permanent  the  awe.     Common  sense 
and  self-reliance  would  be  schismatic  if  they 
conflicted  with   long  since  exploded  dicta. 
They  illustrate  their  blind  faith  by  prescrib- 
ing in  their  own   families !    Holmes  knew 
better,  and  would  pitch  it  "  all  into  the  sea" 
were  it  not  that  his  professional  chair  might 
go  with  it  into  tho  melee.     What  a  din  of 


I 


ro  ught !    Now  a  court-martial  tries  him  for  I  discontent  would  resound  through  t\i^  \^tA\ 
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What  clouds  of  dust  and  mould,  centuries 
old,  would  rise  heavenward  from  amid  fall- 
ing ruins  did  physicians  but  **  do  all  that 
men  dare  do."  Bright,  warm,  revivifying 
rays  of  sunlight  would  steal  in,  and  dispel- 
ling delusion  and  doubt,  make  clear  and 
truthful  the  course  of  old  medicine,  which 
flows  heavily,  sluggishly  by 

**  Lik«  a  great  river  rich  with  dead  men's  sonU.** 

Vbbitas. 


e  Observer. 

SENECIO   GRACILIS. 


Seneeio  Graeilis  in  Byamenorrhya, 

BT   E.   M.   HALE,   M.  D.,   CHICAGO,  ILL. 

The  following  clinical  experience  seems 
to  show  that  the  name  of  "  Female  Begula- 
itor "  vulgarly  applied  to  this  medicine,  is 
not  inaptly  applied. 

A  lady,  the  mother  of  one  child,  had  had 
«n  abortion  three  years  ago,  andanother^at 
the  second  month  of  pregnancy — four 
months  since.  Since  the  date  of  the  last 
Abortion  she  had  suffered  much  from  pain- 
ful menstruation,  which  had  not  been  the 
case  previously. 

The  menses  came  on  too  soon — every 
three  weeks ;  were  very  profuse,  lasting 
«ight  or  nine  days ;  and  were  accompanied 
with  a  great  deal  of  pain,  of  a  cutting, 
finding  character,  referred  to  the  region 
of  the  sacrum,  hypogastrium  and  groins. 
She  was  pale,  weak,  and  ''  nervous,"  and 
had  a  slight  cough,  generally  at  night. 

Thinking  this  a  good  case  in  which  to 
test  the  vaunted  virtues  of  the  Seneeio  gra- 
4%l%it  I  prescribed  five  drops  of  the  mother 
tincture  three  times  a  day,  and  continuing 
its  use  until  the  next  menstrual  period. 

To  the  patient's  gratification  and  my  own, 
the  menses  appeared  at  their  proper  time 
(in  29  days),  and  were  normal  in  quantity, 
and  unaccompanied  with  pain  or  suffering 
of  any  kind. 

{BENEOIO  GBAOILIS  IN  H^OPTYSIS. 
BT  DB.  THOMAS  IRISH. 

In  the  year  1822,  in  the  State  of  New 

York^  I  was  taken  suddenly  with  profwe 

^*9mfirrAi^0  from  th$  Uft  lung.    Physicians 


were  sent  for;  consultation  took  place  ; 
they  manifested  much  wisdom  in  endeavor- 
ing to  stay  the  red  current  of  life  by  tap- 
ping my  arm ;  the  blood  refused  to  flow  in 
that  direction,  but  the  lung  continued  to 
perform  its  office  in  opposition  to  these  en- 
deavors to  change  its  current,  by  cutting 
the  jugular  vein.  All  to  no  purpose;  the 
life  current  continued  to  flow  until  it  would 
hardly  stain  a  white  cloth.  They  gave  me 
up  as  lost  without  hope,  and  then  gave  rules 
and  ordered  medicine  taken.  I  refused  to 
take  medicine.  I  became  a  living  skeleton ; 
the  dry,  hacking  coughi  the  hectic  flush  and 
sleepless  nights  were  my  companions  for 
day  and  night  for  about  flve  months,  and 
still  living  in  opposition  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  prophets,  I  was  in  the  daily  habit  of 
wandering  about  the  flelds  on  my  father's 
farm,  and  pulling  and  tasting  of  roots  and 
herbs.  The  Seneeio  was'  before  me,  near  a 
small  stream.  I  tasted  and  was  impressed 
to  try  its  virtues,  I  had  it  'gathered,  roots 
and  tops— a  pailful,  and  prepared  a  strong 
decoction,  of  which  I  took  half  a  table- 
spoonful  four  times  a  day.  Improvement 
commenced  soon  after  commencing  the  use 
of  the  Seneeio.  In  six  weeks  the  cure  setm- 
ed  complete.  This  was  in  the  fall.  I  con- 
tinued well  through  the  winter.  In  the 
spring  went  to  work ;  in  a  month  was  pros- 
trated by  hsBmorrhage  from  the  lung  again ; 
continmed  to  work  until  fall.  Again  the 
life  root  was  taken  by  chewing  the  root  and 
drinking  a  tea  of  the  same.  Again,  con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  all,  health  was 
mine  in  the  spring  of  1824.  I  came  to' 
Michigan  ;  worked  hard  all  summer ;  in  fall 
was  taken  sick;  continued  feeble  until 
spring.  At  every  attack  of  the  disease  the 
lungs  would  sympathize,  so  as  to  have  it 
terminate  in  a  lung  fever  with  bloody  expec- 
toration. I  employed  no  physician,  but  al- 
ways used  the  Cure- All,  as  I  often  called  it* 
In  the  too  free  use  of  the  green  root  it  proved 
a  laxative,  which  was  not  favorable  to  the 
healing  process.  At  every  attack,  for  eleven 
years  or  more,  of  lung  fever,  which  were 
many,  I  always  used  the  same  remedy  with 
the  same  success.  I  have  never  known  it 
used  in  such  attacks  without  some  benefit, 
and  the  number  would  be  hundreds. 


HOM(EOPATHIO   OBSERVER. 


47 


\ 


I  saw  the  blood  spin  the  size  of  a  common 
straw  from  a  cut  in  the  leg.  The  Senecio.roots 
and  tops  bruised  and  applied  immediately 
stopped  the  blood ;  it  was  the  only  dressing. 
The  person  was  not  kept  from  his  work  an 
hour  in  all ;  it  was  a  bad  cut,  and  healed  in 
a  few  days.  It  is  the  best  dressing  for 
cats,  bruises  and  sores,  known  to  me.  It 
has  more  power  over  diseases  of  the  Vterine 
(hyauM  than  any  other  medicinal  plant,  in 
my  opinion.  In*  Erysipelas  it  has  with  me 
proved  a  useful  remedy,  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. The  use  of  alcohol  is  indicated  in 
small  doses  for  inflammation,  when  the  im- 
proper use  of  spirits  was  the  cause,  as  much 
as  fire  to  a  burn  or  cold  application  to  frozen 
limbs. 

MORTALITIES  OF  CITIES  IN  1863. 

The  following,  which  we  find  in  the  Provi- 
dence (R.  I.)  Journal,  is  attributed,  by  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  to  Dr.  E. 
M.  Snow,  of  that  city  : 

The  year  1863  was  marked  by  an  increas- 
ed, and  in  some  respects,  remarkable  mor- 
tatity  throughout  the  country,  in  the  rural 
districts  as  well  as  \n  cities  There  appears 
to  have  been  no  general,  or  wide-spread  epi- 
dsmic,  but  a  general  increase  of  mortality 
from  all  causes.  In  some  sections  of  New 
England  and  in  other  States,  there  were  se- 
vere endemics  of  diptheria,  scarlatina, 
typhoid  fever,  and  spotted  fever,  and  during 
the  present  winter  there  is  existing  a  gen- 
eral epidemic  of  inflaenza,  commonly,  but 
improperly,  attributed  to  "  taking  cold." 
Tlds  has  largely  increased  the  mortality  of 
aged  persons,  and  in  some  places  has  proved 
&tal  to  many  of  the  middle-aged. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
deaths,  and  proportion  of  deaths  to  popula- 
tion, in  a  few  cities  in  1863  : 

Kstimated    Deatbf,  Of  popnla- 
popalation.       1863.    tlonoaein 

New   York 900,000  25,196  35.7 

Philadelphia  ....  620,000  14,220  48.6 

Boston    194,000  4,698  41.2 

Newark,  N.J..'..  85,000  1,952  43.6 

Providence 55,000  1,214  45.3 

Hartford 32,000  683  64.8 

Newport 12,000  364  32.9 

The  increase  in  1863,  in  the  number  of 
deaths,  over  the  previous  year,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  ^ 

New  York,  increase  3,592,  or  18.60  per 
cent. 

Philadelphia,  increase  691,  or  4.67  per 
cent 

Boston,  increase  678,  or  14  02  per  cent, 


Providence,  increase  300,  or  3^.82  per 
cent. 

Newport,  iucrease  176,  or  93.61  per  cent. 

The  population  of  thp  cities  is  given  at  an 
increase  of  about  ten  per  cent  on  the  popu- 
lation in  1860.  Some  of  the  cities  claim  a 
much  greater  increase  without  sufficient 
reason  as  we  think. 


EDINBURGH    MEDICAL    MISSIONARY 

SOCIETY. 
Its  objects  are : 

1.  To  remind  members  of  the  medical 
profession  of  the  influence  which  they  pos- 
sess, and  the  great  responsibility  in  us- 
ing it. 

2.  To  oDcourage,  by  the  expression  of 
Christian  sympathy,  and  by  donations  of 
surgical  instruments,  books  and  medicines, 
those  of  our  brethren  who  may  be  acting  as 
missionaries  in  foreign  lands. 

3.  To  assist  in  adding  to  the  number  of 
such  devoted  men,  by  pointing  out  the 
field  to  students  and  others,  by  helping 
them  to  prepare  for  it,  and,  if  possible,  by 
sustaining  them  when  they  have  entered  it. 

4.  By  extending  to  the  sick  and  suffering 
in  heathen  lands  the  substantial  benefits  of 
British  surgery  and  medicine,  in  the  hope 
also  of  some  reciprocal  advantage  in  the 
discovery  and  importation  from  abroad  of 
new  remedial  agents. 


Catabbh. — Dr.  John  Doy  reports  that 
William  Birch,  wagon-maker,  aged  20,  had 
for  nearly  two  years  a  most  distressing  ca- 
tarrh in  the  head ;  a  pain  mostly  between 
the  eyes,  so  much  so  that  for  a  long  time 
he  discontinued  work.  Son||times  he  blew 
out  thick, yellow  chunks;  at  other  times, 
small,  round  particles,  containing  odor  like 
old  cheese.  Had  also  a  soreness  at  the 
back  jof  the  head.  Put  him  on  Arsenicum 
2nd  and  Belladonna  2nd,  teaspoonful  every 
two  hours  alternately.  In  two  months  per~ 
fectly  cured. 

We  presume  that  Arsenicum  was  the  true 
curative  in  this  case.  We  have  known 
Arsenicum  to  remove  Catarrh  of  the  most 
ofiensive  character,  and  where  foe  tor  is  a 
prominent  symptom,  we  presume  Arsenicum 
is  preferable  to  either  Sticta,  Pulsatilla,  &c. 

J 

CvcuBBiTA  Pepo  Semen,  for  the  expuUion 
of  Tape  Worm, — ^Dr.  A.  M.  Vedder  reports  to 
the  American  Medical  Times  the  expulsion  of 
a  tape  worm  18  feet  nine  inches  long  after 
administration  of  three  ^^\A»s^^tA\i\%  ^1 
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the  seed's  previously  peeled,  dried,  pulver- 
ized and  mixed  with  sugar.  The  patient 
took  also  five  ounces  of  oil,  fasting  50  hours. 
He  says  "  To  get  the  curative  effect  of 
pumpkin  seeds,  absolute  fasting  is  a  sine 
qua  non"  Turpentine,  santonine,  and  male 
fern  had  been  previously  administered  in 
this  case  without  avail. 


The  Thyroid  Gla|7D. — We  are  pleased  to 
learn  that  Dr  A.  J.  Murch  has  been  engag- 
ed for  the  last  two  months  in  experimenting 
with  the  Flouride  of  Calcium  upon  a  small 
dog.  During  the  time  the  gland  has  grown 
to  nearly  four  or  five  limes  its  former  size, 
and  the  dog,  a  rat  terrier,  has  become  less 
active  than  usual.  The  dose  given  has 
averaged  above  one  grain  per  day.  We  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this 
drusT,  as  well  as  to  the  Flouride  of  Sodium 
Careful  experimentation  may  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  a  more  reliable  remedy  for 
Goitre  than  any  we  now  have. 


The  Homceopathic  Observer  (British), 
edited  by  "  The  Honorary  Medical  OflBcers 
of  the  Manchester  andSalford  Homceopathic 
Dispensary,"  published  by  Messrs.  H.  Turn- 
er &  Co.,  London  and  Manchester,  England, 
comes  to  us  with  the  following  notice: 

"  Homoeopathic  Observer,"— edited  by  E. 
A.  Lodge,  No.  266  Jefferson  avenue,  Detroit, 
Michigan.  We  have  received  the  firsfnum- 
ber  of  this  new  American  periodical.  It 
will  be  published  monthly,  and  consists  of 
16  pages,  printed  in  double  columns.  The 
contents  are  varied  and  interesting,  and  we 
hope  our  contemporary  will  have  a  large 
circulation.  As  our  journal  has  a  prior 
claim  to  the  title  adopted  by  this  publica- 
tion,we  would  suggest  that  it  be  distinguish- 
ed by  the  prefix,  "  The  American." 

We  feel  much  obliged  to  our  English 
brethren  for  their  commendatory  notice, 
and  adopt  their  suggestion  with  pleasure. 
There  appears  also  to  us  to  be  a  particular 
propriety  in  the  title  of*  American  Bommo- 
pathie  Observer ^^^  as  so  much  of  our  labors 
will  be  given  to  bringing  out  prominently  to 
the  profession  the  value  of  American  medi- 
cinal agents.  In  this  work  we  invite  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  every  earnest  Homoeo- 
path. Let  each  of  our  subscribers  prove^  on 
his  own  person,  as  well  as  on  others,  some 
of  our  indigenous  plants,  and  report. 

•HI, 

Superiority  of  A^ulcakized  Caoutchouc 
over  any  other  substance  for  the  fabri- 
CATION OP  Bougies. — Professor  Nelaton  has 
recently  shown  the  superiority  of  vulcanized 


India  rubber  for  catheters  and  bougies  over 
the  instruments  in  common  use  made  of  tis- 
sue coated  with  oil  mixed  with  litharge.  The 
large  are  rigid,  liable  to  give  rise  to  false 
passages,  cause  pain,  and  when  permanently 
left  in  the  uretha,  exercise  a  degree  of  pres- 
sure which  may  induce  mortification  and  per- 
foration. In  a  few  days,  moreover,  they  are 
detcrioriated  by  humidity.  Vulcanized  India 
rubber  sounds,  on  the  contrary,are  perfectly 
flexible  and  unchangeable.  They  are  insert- 
ed with  greater  ease,  and  cause  so  little  dis- 
tress, that  they  may  be  preserved  in  the 
urethra  during  a  journey  without  any  incon- 
venience. They  are  not  affected  by  mois- 
ture, and  one  of  these  instruments  which  re- 
mained in  the  urethra  twelve  days,  in  one  of 
M.Nelaton's  cases.when  withdrawn  presenled 
no  sign  of  outward  injury, and  was  as  smooth 
as  before  its  introduction  -Jour.de  Med  et  Chir 


•    cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

The  profession  seems  to  be  settling  down 
to  the  belief,  that  the  anomalous  disease 
which  has  been  prevailing  endemically  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  for  the  past  year 
or  more  under  the  various  names  of  "  Spot- 
ted Fever,"  "  Malignant  Scarlatina,"  "  Ma- 
lignant Typhus,  etc.,  is  Cerebro-Spinal  Me- 
ningitis. It  is,  however,  due  to  the  profes- 
sion that  a  full  history  of  the  disease,  its. 
symptoms,  course,  progress  and  treatment 
should  be  published.  The  accounts  publish- 
ed so  far.are  very  meagre  and  unsatisfactory^ 

The  disease  is  steadily  progressing,  car- 
ryina  off,  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  some 
members  df  our  own  profession.    When  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  last  week,  we  heard  of 
it  as  prevailing  in  some  portions  of  thatState- 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  it  in  this  city, 
principally  in  the  rural  portions  and  suburb- 
an villages.    It  also  appears  to  be  prevailing 
in  the  Southern  States,  having  been  very 
fatal  in  and  around  Boma,  Georgia.    The*- 
Bome  Courier  says : 

"  The  physicians  call  it  Meningitis,  and 
say  its  pathology  is  an  inflammation  of  the 
base  of  the  brain  au'i  the  spinal  nerves.  The 
patient  is  attacked  with  a  chill,  accompanied 
with  a  severe  pain  in  the  head,  particularly 
in  the  back  part,  and  in  the  spine.  The 
head  becomes  drawn  back,  and  the  patient 
experience  pain  in  the  neck,  similar  in  kind 
to  lock-jaw,  and  generally  becomes  derang- 
ed in  mind.  The  disease  generally  proyes 
fatal  in  from  twelve  to  thirty-six  hours. 
Tbe  disease  is  not  considered  contagious, 
thoT)gh  it  may  possibly  prove  epidemical." 

We  trust  those  who  have  an  opportunity 
of  observing  and  treating  the  disease,  will 
give  the  profession  the  benefit  of  their  ex- 
perience.— Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 


QB0O    VXDB0    VO(     V(^    vO      x9l    T»B9    ^DVI 


>^^^^^|^||^^M|^ 


$^Wit. 


'^SimUiuj    SimiUbma^    Cmramtwtr.^f 

"  I  present  yon  with  a  Truth  long  sought  for,  a  principle  of  eternal  nature,  I  appeal  to  exlating 
iiusts  alooeto  oonylnce  you;  and  when  a  conscientioas  and  complete  course  of  study  shall  crown  your 
researches  with  success,  then,  as  I  have  done,  bless  Providence  for  the  immense  henefaction  he  has  allowed 
to  descend  upon  the  earth  through  my  humble  ageacy,  for  I  have  been  bat  a  feeble  instrument  of  the 
Omnipotence,  before  which  we  all  bow  in  humility."  HAHNEMANXT. 
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EDITORIAL   NOTICES. 

Hew  Work  On  Someftio  Practioe. 

Oar  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  John  Ellis,  late  of 
Detroit,  bat  now  of  New  York  City,  says 
tliai  he  has  pat  the  MSS.  of  his  Domestic 
work  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  Oar  next 
nomber  will  probably  contain  a  prospectus 
of  this  book. 

Dn.  Marcy  and  Hunt's  Praotioe. 

The  pablisher  says  that  "  the  prospectas  of 
(his  work  is  not  oat  yet.  How  soon  the 
work  itself  will  be  oat  I  am  anable  to  tell 
idth  any  certainty ;  but  it  will  take  at  least 
two  months  yeL'' 

Br.  Hale'B  Hew  Frovings.    We  are 

happy  to  be  able  to  speak  more  definitely  of 
this  work.  Dr.  Hale  is  progressing  with  it) 
as  rapidly  as  proper  care  will  permit.    MSS. 


of  about  16  new  remedies  are  now  complete, 
and  the  work  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 
It  will  be  a  handsome  octaro  of  about  860 
pages,  same  sized  page  and  style  of  type  as 
Hahnemann's  Materia  Medica  Para,  printed 
on  superfine  paper,  and  well  bound  in  black 
cloth,  title  only  gilt.  After  publication,  to 
non-subscribers  the  price  will  be  (2  60  j 
previous  to  publication,  (for  this  month, 
April,)  price  for  Observeb  this  year,  and 
Hale's  New  Provings,  wiU  be  only  $2  60 
for  hoihf  if  paid  in  advance.  We  are 
induced  to  make  this  ofifer  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons:  1.  The  cost  of  publish- 
ing the  Obbbrvbb  and  the  books  will  be 
over  Three  Thousand  Dollars,  which  is  a 
considerable  outlay,  and  we  require  a  large 
amount  on  hand.  2.  Our  offer  of  the  pre- 
▼ious  month  for  tS  in  advance,  to  ftimiBh 
Obbbbybb,  Hale's  New  Provings  and  Hill's 
Epitome,  was  not  responded  to  by  many 
who  have  Dr.  Hill's  old  edition,  and  do  not 
want  the  new  one,  and  our  present  proposi- 
tion is  in  reply  to  those  who  inquire  for 
what  we  can  furnish  the  Obsbbybb  for  1864 
and  Hale's  new  book,  without  Dr.  Hill's  Epi- 
tome. We  hope  our  friends  generally  will 
avail  themselves  of  our  liberal  offer,  whioh 
is  equivalent  to  giving  them  the  Obbbbybb 
for  this  year. 

Srs.  Herring  and  Hale.   We  place  the 

names  of  these  two  physicians  together. 
Some  of  our  friends  would  place  them  other- 
wise. We  differ  from  them  now,  and  the 
great  body  of  the  Homoeopathic  fraternity 
will  doubtless  hereafter  agree  with  us  in  the 
opinion  that  both  Dr.  Herring  and  Dr.  Ha3L^ 
have  been  actuated  "b*^  oiiQ\^\3A^eiX^<^T£i^>Sn' 
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— the  improyement  of  our  Homoeopathic 
Materia  Medica— and  that  they  deserve  our 
gratitude  for  what  they  have  accomplished. 
True,  Br.  Hale,  in  the  past^  has  verged  too 
much  towards  Eclecticism,  and  some  sup- 
pose Dr.  Herring  has  been  dealing  too  ex- 
clusively in  "  high  potencies."  There  need 
be  no  antagonism  between  them.  We  all 
acknowledge  Dr.  Herring's  talent,  and  es- 
teem his  labors ;  and  we  are  pleased  to  see 
that  the  most  prominent  Homoeopathists  in 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  recog- 
nise the  genius  of  Prof.  Hale.  We  do  not 
like  the  tone  of  our  correspondent,  *, 
and  we  pity  the  spirit  that  sneers  at  the 
provings  of  our  indigenous  remedies,  and 
casts  them  aside  as  '^  new-fangled." 

Before  the  publication  of  Dr.  Hale's  Mon- 
ograph on  Gelseminum,  there  was  the  same 
attempt  at  disparagement.  Wo  were  not 
discouraged  then,  and  are  not  now.  The  Gel- 
seminum, mainly  through  Dr.  Hale's  labors, 
has  been  introduced  and  used  very  exten- 
aively,  and  is  now  adopted  as  one  of  the 
most  valuable  remedies  of  the  School; 
and  hereafter  many  of  the  articles  to 
1)0  included  in  Dr.  Hale's  new  book  will 
l>e  found  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Standard 
Materia  Medioa. 


Eahnemann  Medical  College.  JPourth 

AhhuoI   Commeneem0nt,      The    Valedictory 
addresses  to  the  graduates  were  made  by 
Profs.  Hale  and  Colton,  and  diplomas  re- 
ceived by  the  following  gentlemen: 
Pbtsb  Bakes,  Anbok  B.  Smart, 

Gboboe  E.  Ball,      Johv  H.  Bbaumost, 

BlOHARD  PeNOBLLT,  E.   J,  F&ASBB. 

A  festival  was  given  at  the  Sherman 
House,  at  which,  judging  from  the  bill  of 
iiure,  some  good  things  were  disposed  of;  and 
/some  better  things  were  enjoyed  doubtless 
in  the  speeches  of  Drs.  Smith,  Ludlam, 
Lord,  McAfee,  Beebee  and  others. 

We  have  received  a  package  containing 
the  addresses  of  Drs.  Hale  and  Colton,  which 
we  will  forward  to  our  friends  gratuitously 
with  pleasure. 

Obitnary*  Bb.  Clemens  Maria  B(bn- 
BiNOHAusEN  died  at  Munster  on  January 
26th,  1864,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 


William  E.  Hallook,  M.D.,  died  at  New 
York  city,  lllh  February,  1864.  Dr.  Hal- 
lock  was  a  son  of  our  friend.  Dr.  L.  Hallogk, 
of  New  York  City.  After  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  hearing  that  the  wounded  were 
suffering  for  surgical  attendance,  he  nobly 
volunteered  his  services.  Loss  of  rest  and 
food,with  great  exposure,  helped  to  develope 
the  disease  which  ended  his  earthly  career. 
He  was  a  pure  patriot,  a  good  physician, 
a  loving  husband,  a  devoted  Christian. 

We  also  learn  with  regret  of  the  demise 
of  our  friend  and  correspondent,  E.  J. 
Bates,  M.  D.  He  had  been  sufifering  from 
Hydrothorax  previous  to  coming  to  Michi- 
gan ;  while  here  he  improved  very  much  ; 
went  to  Vermont ;  attended  to  his  father 
there ;  was  again  prostrated  with  disease,aDd 
passed  away  to  the  realities  of  a  more  sub- 
stantial state  of  existence. 

Our  friend,  Dr.  Henbt  M.  Smith,  of  the 
American  Homoeopathic  Review^  has  buried 
his  mother. 

Will  the  friends  of  the  departed  permit  us 
to  condole  with  them  ? 

Dr.  Fbankliit  Bache,  the  oldest  great- 
grandson  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, died  at  his  residence  in  Philadelphia, 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  after  a  short  illneaa. 
Dr.  Bache  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  on  the 
25th  of  October,  1792,  and  was  the  oldest 
son  of  the  oldest  grandchild  of  Benjamin 
Franklin. 

Dr.  Nobmah  Johnson  has  lost  an  only 
child,  an  infant  of  15  months  and  27  days  at 
his  death,  Lord's  day  evening,  27th  March. 

«  Even  for  the  dead  I  will  not  bind 

Mf  ftenl  to  t^ef— death  cannot  long  divide : 

For  it  is  as  if  the  rose  had  climed 

My  garden  wall,  and  bloMomed  on  the  other  tide.** 

Locations  for  Homoeopafhic  Physi- 

oiailS.  There  is  a  call  for  a  Homoeopathic 
physician  at  Pobt  Austin,  Michigan.  Write 
to  C7.  H.  OaUupj  JBeq.,  there.  Also  at  the 
following  places  good  Homoeopathic  Physi- 
cian are  in  demand.  St.  Clair,  county  seat 
of  St.  Clair  County,  Michigan,  52  miles  from 
Detroit  by  steamer;  population  2,000 
Write  to  John  C.  Clarkj  Esq,  Wyandotte 
a  manufacturing  village  17  miles  below  De- 
troit ;   write  to  A,  J,  FolgeTy  Esq,    Gobhbn 
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tvDiAVA ;  write  to  John  Cooh^  Eaq,^  Banker, 
Oil  CiTTy  Pa.    Dr.  Cone  writes :  "  I  expect 
to  leaye  this  place  soon  in  conseqence  of  ill 
liealth.    A  homoeopathic  physician  will  he 
needed  to  supply  my  place.    One  of  consid- 
erable experience  is  most  desirable.    The 
location  is  a  very  good  one.    The  place  is 
growing  rapidly.    If  my  health  was  good,  I 
wonld  not  leave  on  any  account.    If  you 
can  send  a  suitable  person  here,  please  do 
-80  soon.    Should  you  send  any  one,  please 
direct  him  to  A.  Hebbard,  of  the  Petroleum 
Honse,  or  my  brother,  A.  Cone,  of   same 
hoose."     HiLLBBOBO,  Montgomery    County^ 
lU.    Write  to  J.  Ravold,  M.  D.,  Greenville, 
111.  Gbbbs  Bat,  WiscoNsm  ;  write  to  Henry 
Peaice,  M.  B.    Dr.  Pearce  would  exchange 
a  ^mcUce  worth  (3,000  per  annum  for  a  lo- 
•cation  further  south.      Sommpathy  is  the 
ruU,  not  the  exception,  at  Oreen  Bay, 

HomcBopathy  in  the  Army,   Why  has 

the  United    States  Government  a  greater 
right  to  select  from  a  medical  sect  (Allo- 
pathy) all  its  surgeons,  than  it  would  have 
to  chooee  chaplains  from  some  one  denomi- 
nation t    Is  it  just  when  a  majority  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  a  regiment  deshre  to 
hare  a    Homoeopathic  surgeon,  that  they 
ihoold  be  told  that  although  999  men  out 
of  a  thousand  desire  it,  their  wishes  cannot 
be  gratified,  because  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment now  employ  Allopaths  exclusively  1 
Some  inform  us  that  when  the  war  is  over,  j 
the  "  Government  will  have  time  to  consult 
authorities."  &c.    This  is  mere  trifling.    It 
is  not  the  province,  or  the  business,  of  our 
Bepfnblican  Government  to  inquire  into  sys- 
tems of  medicine  any  more  than  into  systems 
of  Theology.    It  can  neither  have  a  nation- 
al system  of  religion  or  legitimately ^  a  na- 
tional practice  of  .medicine.    Chaplains  are 
selected  according  to  the  general  wishes  of 
a  regiment,  and  such  thofuld  he  the  rule  as 
regards  surgeons,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
lests  of  declining  Allopathy.    Our  brave 
boys  are  suffering  as  much  from  deadly  dmga 
u  they  are  from   rebel    bullets.    Is  this 
tightl- 

TJpi  and  Downs  of  a  Doctor's  Life. 

yfe  are  indebted  to  Prof.  Ludlam  for  a 
<copy  of  this  admirable  lecture,  the  greater 


part  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  present 
number.  We  direct  the  attention  of  our 
physicians  to  the  Professor's  words  of  en<* 
couragement.  There  is  a  cheerful,  manly 
tone  throughout  the  whole  which  is  peca« 
liarly  attractive,  and  our  young  friends  will 
find  it  greatly  to  their  advantage,  through* 
out  their  professional  career,  to  cultivate 
this  spirit.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  says: 
'*  Cheerfulness  in  a  man  is  that  which,  when 
people  meet  him,  makes  them  happy.  A 
cheerful  doctor  gives  his  medicine  the  mo* 
ment  he  steps  inside  the  room,  half  th^ 
time.  And  one  of  those  sepulchral  doctorSj 
that  carries  death  in  his  visage — ^I  wonder 
that  anybody  gets  well  under  his  care.'* 

Hahnemann  and  Homcsopathy.   Witt 

the  friend  who  borrowed  the  MSS.  Lecture 
with  this  title  oblige  us  by  returning  it  im« 
mediately  1 

Gordon's  Spring  Taccinator.    See  ad« 

vertisement  on  cover.  We  have  used  this 
instrument  with  great  satisfaction  to  our^ 
selves,  and  our  patients.  The  operation  is 
painless,  instantaneous  and  effectual. 

Angnstus  Murray,  M.  D.    Can  any 

one  give  us  the  present  address  of  this  geU' 
tleman  "i 


Words   of    Enconragement.     Proa 

hundreds  of  letters  containing  encouragin| 
words  we  select  the  following  from  JT.  F 
Mbbbitt,  M.  D.  : 

**  Immersion  in  business  has  prevente< 
me  from  giving  an  earlier  attention  to  re 
mitting  you  my  dollar,  and  with  it,  and  oi 
behalf  of  myself  and  the  cause  at  large, ! 
will  make  the  acknowledgments  due  fo 
youi  e£fbrt8  to  supply  a  desidenUum  in  med 
ical  journalism  which '  has  long  been  fell 
Clinical  records  of  cases  occurring  i 
every-day  practice,  in  which  your  page 
abound,  are  what  we  need  to  advanc 
the  interests  of  the  profession  and  humao 
ity." 

Inhalation.  One  of  our  correspondeni 
requests  that  those  who  have  had  experienc 
in  the  use  of  Homoeopathic  remedies  by  L 
halation  will  report  through  the  columns  < 
the  Observer, 

I    Phytolacca    Decandra-     Our  triem 
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wUI  be  graUOed  at  hearing  that  Dr.  I..  C. 
Rktkolds  ia  eDsaged  fn  maUng  further 
proTlngB  of  this  drag. 

ImpOTted  Tinia.  As  this  article  ftuled 
to  work  in  ererj  Instaace,  and  not  wiBhiog 
to  keep  anything  that  cannol  alwajs  be  re- 
lied npoD,  we  shall  discontinue  its  sale.  We 
hare  vaccine  that  can  be  warranted  aa  com- 
JDg  tram  healthy  children. 

Her    York    Woman's    Inflnmry 

(Homceopftthio).    incorporated   186S.    I). 

D.  SxiTH,  M.D.,  Preridtnt.  J.  W.  Mitdiibll, 
Attending  Plu/iicim ;  J.  F.  Gbat.  M.D.,  and 

E.  BarasD,  iHJ).,ContuUinf  Ph^neiani;  J.M. 
Cabmoohah,  U.  D.,  and  J.  Bbaklbt,  M.D., 
CiMuu&ui;  Surgtoni. 

We  imderBtarid  from  Am,  3.  Seviev  that 
this  InatiLutioQ  will  be  read;  to  receive  pa- 
tients this  spring.  The  nndertaking  is 
highly  commendatory. 

PeiBOnal.  Dr.  fl.  L.  Hill  is  at  San  Joan 
del  Sou,  aa  United  States  Consul. 

Dr.  Jahb  has  been  decorated  with  the 
Order  of  Charles  III.  by  the  Qneen  of  Spain. 
He  ia  at  Basle,  SwltEsrland, 

Prof.  Hekpel  is  now  at  Grand  Bapids, 
Ulchlson. 


HAHNEMANN. 


AimTiBaaai  o 


B  BisTH,  lOiH  or  ai 
.  bom  on  the  lOth  of 
April,  176G,  at  Meissen,  In  Germany.  At 
aa  Mrly  age  he  became  very  itndions,  and 
pnmied  hta  inTesUgatl(»ui  under  dIaadTan- 
tagei  which  aerred  to  bring  out  the  raer- 
^asof  his  genioa.  On  completing  his  col- 
legiate edncation,  at  20  years  of  age,  he 
left  his  father's  house  for  the  city  of  Liepaig, 
with  twenty  thalera  (about  fifteen  dollar*), 
which  was  the  only  patrimony  he  OTer  re- 
ceived. While  studying  medicine,  he  ob- 
tained a  aubslatenca  by  bla  labora  aa  a 
teacher  and  translator.  He  entered  upon 
practice  after  graduating,  but  aoon  "  retired 
from  the  proression  of  medicine  in  disgust 
at  ita  nnoertiUnlies.*"  Ailer  ralinqnishing 
acUve  practice,  he  deroted  his  attention  U 
the  tranalation  of  scientiflc  books,  and  tbi 

•  Hihaunann'i  LiUer  lo  Yu  Hafehud. 


preparation  of  several  worka  on  Chemistep 
and  Medicine.  In  the  year  1792  he  nndoT' 
took  the  charge  of  an  Insane  Hospital  Id 
tbe  Duchy  of  Saze-Qotha-,  and  the  honor 
of  introducing  the  present  rational  and  ha- 
mane  treatment  of  the  insane  is  to  be  as- 
cribed to  Hahnemann  as  well  as  to  Pinel. 
[uaniaca  of  the  Bic^tre  were  unchaluad 
by  Pinel  abont  the  same  time  that  Hahne- 
mann pnC  into  practice  his  own  hnmaiM 
ideaa  of  the  treatment  of  lunatics,  at  the- 
Asjiam  in  Qeorgenthal,  in  the  ThnringiBii. 
Forest.  "  I  never,"  a^d  Hahnemann,  "  al- 
low any  insane  person  to  be  punlebed  by 
ows  or  other  corporeal  inflictions." 
Experimenting  with  Cinchona  (Pernvian 
bark)  in  1T90,  he  found  tbat  it  produced 
symptoms  in  tbe  healthy  organism  similar 
tbe  disease — intermittent  fever,  which  it 
18  known  to  cure.  Referring  to  tbla,Hahn»- 
inn  says:  "  There  dawned  to  me  tbe  first 
ray  of  that  method  of  curing,  which  Boon 
brightened  into  the  most  splendid  day." 
Pushing  his  researches  still  farther  be  dis- 
corersd  that  all  medicines  operated  In  a 
very  aimilar  manner.  After  a  long  conraa 
of  careful  experimenta,  upon  himself  and 
others,  he  became  aaUsQed  that  medlcinca 
always  cure  diaeasea  aimilar  to  those  whiob 
tbey  produce,  and  he  then  promulgated  to 
the  world  the  law  of  core,  ttmOia  timil^§ 
euranUir,  which  is  the  foundation  of  our 
ayatem. 

[As  a  product  of  the  labors  of  Habnt- 
mann  and  hia  diaciplei,  guided  by  thia  law 
of  Nature,  we  hare  certain  apeciflc  remedlM 
which  are  applied  with  almost  mathemati- 
cal preciaion,  by  all  those  who  posseai  Ui» 
requisite  knowledge.] 

Sabnemann  resumed   hia   practice,  awl     ■ 
gave   a  semi-weekly   coarse  of  Lectures^ 
which  was  attended  by  a  number  of  devotad     i 
students.    His  aacceas  excited  the  envy  of    i 
the  Allopathic  physicians.   The  apotheoariet 
were  also  angry,  because   Hahnenutnn  pre^ 
pared  his  own  medicinea.    The   phyaidaof     i 
aod    apothecaries  combined    to  prosecute 
HabDemann,  and  finding  an  obaolete  law,    ' 
which     provided      that     all      preaoiptiou 
should  be  dispensed  by  the  apothecariea, 
they  sncceeded  In  driving  him  from   Leip- 
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xig.  In  other  places  lie  also  met  with  op- 
position, yet  he  did  not  falter ;  steadily 
pursuing  his  course  and  coDtinning  his  in- 
Testigations,  he  attracted  friends  and  disci- 
ples, as  well  as  patients,  wherever  he  went. 

Leipzig,  which  once  drove  Hahnemann 
from  her  horders,  is  now  the  residence  of 
many  of  his  disciples,  who  practice  the  art 
with  success.  It  has  sustained  a  homoeo- 
pathic hospital  for  28  years.  In  1861,  its 
principal  municipal  authorities  joined  in 
the  inauguration  of  a  superb  monument  of 
bronze,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Hahne- 
mann. At  Leipzig  is  located  the  central 
homoeopathic  pharmacy, which  supplies  seve- 
ral thousand  physicians,  in  different  parts 
«f  the  world,  with  the  pure  medicines  which 
the  practice  requires. 

Hahnemann   pursued   his   investigations 
for  orer  fifty  years.   **  When,"  said  he,  **  we 
hare  to  do  with  an  art,  whose  end  is  the 
Mving  of  human  life,  any  neglect  to  make 
oanelTes  thoroughly  masters  of  it  becomes 
a  crime."    He  was  noted  for  indomitable 
energy.     He  wrote  over  70  original  works 
en  medicine  and  chemistry,  translated  20 
^iffinent  books  on  chemistry  and  other  sub- 
JteU,  proved  about  90  medicines,  delivered 
fldeBtiflc  lectures,  and  attended  to  a  very 
taige  practice.    Yet,  with  his  multitudinous 
employments^   he   was  never  seen  to  act 
as  in  haste,  or  in  a  hurry.    Many  of  our 
dCy  doctors  with  but  half  a  dozen  patients, 
have  no  doubt  more  of  the  appearance  of 
being   overwhelmed    with   business,    than 
Hahnemann  had,  when  40  or  50  carriages, 
Wttfa  patients,  attended  his  office  in  a  single 
day.     Hahnemann  accomplished  so  much 
because  he  was  always  ezaclj,  orderly,  sys- 
tematic.   He  kept  36  volumes  of  consulta- 
tion registers,  in  which  he  noted  the  symp- 
toms and  treatment  of  his  patients,  whether 
rich  or  poor.    At  Si  years  of  age,  his  hand- 
writing was  as  fine  as  copper-plate  engrav- 
fng,    smooth,  uniform   and    legible ;    and 
though  so  far  advanced  in  yeara,  he  wrote 
fteely  without  spectacles. 

In  1799y  Hahnemann  discovered  the  vir- 
taet  of  Belladonna  as  a  preventive  of  Scar- 
iMIna.    Allnding  to  its  prophylactic  powers, 
I     he  i^ya :  '*  The  furtherance  of  every  means. 


be  it  ever  so  small,  that  can  save  human 
life,  that  can  bring  health  and  security,  (a 
God  of  love  invented  this  blessed  and  most 
wondrous  of  arts !)  should  be  a  sacred  ob- 
ject to  the  true  physician ;  chance  or  the 
labors  of  a  physician  has  discovered  this 
one.  Away,  then,  with  all  groveling  pas* 
sions  at  the  altar  of  this  sublime  Godhead, 
whoso  priests  we  are," 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1820,  Hahnemann's 
friends  celebrated  the  60th  anniversary  of 
his  Doctorate.  On  the  same  day  the  illus- 
tnous  master  founded  the  *'  Central  Society 
of  German  Homoeopathists,"  which  still 
flourishes. 

In  1830,  Hahnemann  lost  his  first  wife. 
Some  few  years  after  this  event  he  was 
called  upon  to  prescribe  for  a  young 
Parisian  lady,  Mdlle.  Marie  Melonie  D'Her- 
villy  Gohier.  She  had  a  pulmonary  affeo^ 
tion,  and  disease  of  the  heart  Hahnemann 
relieved  her  cough,  notwithstanding  it  had 
been  supposed  by  her  former  physicians 
that  she  was  in  the  last  stages  of  consump- 
tion.  As  for  the  heart  disease,  it  must 
have  assumed  another  form,  for  we  find 
that,  in  1855,  the  young  Frenchwoman  cap« 
tivates  the  doctor,  and  takes  him  to  Paris, 
Hahnemann  was  at  that  time  quite  wealthji 
but  the  second  wife  shewed  that  she  loved 
the  man,  and  not  his  money,  by  induoing 
Hahnemann  to  settle  nearly  the  whole  of 
his  property  upon  his  children.  Hahnemann 
was  over  three  score  and  ten  when  he  lost 
his  first  wife,  and  eighty  when  he  married 
the  second.  'Tis  said  that  Mrs.  H.,  No.  1, 
was  a  sort  of  Xantippe ;  whether  this  was 
really  so  we  know  not,  but  the  step-mother 
must  have  been  a  true  woman,  for  she  was 
tenderly  beloved  by  all  her  step-children 
and  very  attentive  to  their  interests. 

At  Paris  he  soon  rose  to  great  eminence, 
and  was  much  esteemed  by  friends  and  pa- 
trons. In  this  metropolis,  crowned  with  the 
honors  of  a  useful  life,  he  died  on  the  2d  of 
July,  1843,  at  the  age  of  89. 


lf(ETICIDE. 

Perhaps  no  class  of  professional  men  are 
entrusted  with  more  sacred  responsibilities, 
or  are  enabled  to  act  more  effectively ,either 
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M  corrupters  or  conseryators  of  private  and 
pnblio  morals,  than  physicians.  The  infirm- 
ities, the  deformities,  the  sufferings,  produc- 
ed by  disease— often  superinduced,  imme- 
diately or  remotely,  by  folly  or  by  sin— and 
which  are  yigilantly  veiled  f^om  all  others, 
are  necessarily  revealed,  in  entire  confi- 
dence, to  the  physician ;  or  are  discovered 
by  him,  whether  revealed  or  not.  The  hon- 
or, reputation,  and  peace  of  many  are  held 
at  his  disposal.  He  is  able  to  teach  to  suf- 
ferers lessons  of  self-denial,  of  virtue,  and 
of  the  tremendous  effects  of  sin  and  folly, 
under  circumstances  so  impressive,  and 
sanctions  so  immediate  and  awful,  and 
under  the  influence  of  gratitude  so  earnest 
in  the  hearts  of  his  pupils  for  benefits  con- 
ferred, as  to  produce  iustant  and  abidiug 
convictions.  There  is,  therefore,  the  high- 
est demand  that  he  should  be  a  man  of  the 
loftiest  integrity — of  clean  hands  and  a  pure 
heart.  It  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  say, that 
in  view  of  the  power  in  their  hands,  no  class 
of  men  possess  a  more  honorable  record  for 
high  integrity. 

But  it  is  undeniable  that  the  power  and 
Bkill  of  the  physician  expose  him  to  strong 
temptations  to  lend  himself  to  shield  crime 
and  encourage  iniquities  over  which  his 
calling  permits  him  to  throw  a  professional 
veil  of  secrecy.  This  is  especially  true  in 
regard  to  the  crime  mentioned  at  the  head 
of  this  article. 

There  are  many,  it  must  be  confessed,  to 
the  dishonor  of  human  nature,  who  have  so 
degraded  a  sense  of  the  responsibilities  of 
paternity  and  maternity,  as  to  be  willing  to 
crush  out  some  of  the  holiest  instincts  of 
nature,  by  destroying  the  legitimate  fruits 
of  wedlock;    and    to  render  their  homes 
childless  by  a  profane  interference  with  the 
laws  of  the  Creator.    There  is  a  large  class 
in  every  community  who  are  preserved  from 
sensual  indulgences  simply  by  fear  of  the 
consequences  ;  who,  if  such  fear  can  be  re- 
moved, have  escaped  the  last  barrier  of  vir- 
tue, and  will  rush  impetuously  to  any  ex- 
cess of  passion.    Many,  likewise,  who  have 
been  hurried,  in  the  heat  of  passion,  into 
criminal   acts,  only  awake  to  a  sense    of 
shame  when  the  results  of  their  sin  are 
about  to  transpire,  and  a  public  revelation 


is  about  to  pluck  down  ruin  on  their  reputa- 
tion. They  can  only  .purchase  escape  "by 
Foeticide.  Then  come  agonizing  appeals 
and  large  bribes  to  the  physician.  The 
youDg  physician,  who  has  as  yet  but  a 
scanty  support,  with  loose  notions,  it  may 
be,  of  the  moral  aspects  of  the  deed  to 
which  he  is  urged ;  withal  somewhat  stulti- 
fied in  his  reasonings  by  sophistries  of  med- 
ical ethics  and  nice  legal  and  physiological 
distinctions ;  touched,  too,  by  pity  for  the 
distressed  applicants — is  under  strong  temp- 
tation to  lend  himself  to  a  most  unworthy 
use  of  his  knowledge^ 

We  beg  leave  to  submit,  in  all  kindness,  a 
few  thoughts  designed  to  quicken  the  moral 
sense  of  the  physician,  and  encourage  him, 
in  such  cases,  to  a  course  worthy  the  digni- 
ty and  the  solemn  responsibility  of  his 
profession : 

1.  Foeticide  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Nature,  which  are  the  laws  of  God. .  It  is  a 
daring  interference  with  the  arrangements 
of  the  Creator ; — an  invasion  of  His  preroga- 
tive J— the  reaching  of  a  rebellious  ^  and  de- 
structive hand  to  the  very  fountain  of  Life, 
to  overthrow  the  ordinations  of  the  Father 
of  all.  The  truth  of  this  needs  not  to  be 
argued.  The  monstrous  sin  which  it  involves 
can  scarcely  be  made  more  odious  than  in 
the  bare  statement  of  it.  We  take  it,  that 
it  is  no  part  of  a  physician's  business  to  per- 
vert and  overthrow  the  laws  of  Qod. 

2.  The  end  sought,  in  foeticide,  is  not 
such  as  can  ever  palliate,  much  less  can  il 
Justify,  the  proceeding. 

It  is  not  arresting  the  operation  of  one 
law  to  assist  the  free  operation  of  anotber, 
whose  workings  have  been  impaired  by  dis- 
ease or  misfortune.  It  is  not  the  destruc- 
tion of  an  embryonic  or  foeta(  existence  to 
save  a  mother's  life — ^where  the  former  must 
certainly  perish  if  the  latter  is  not  saved. 
No  :  it  is  to  screen  one  crime  by  commit- 
ting another ;  to  shield  criminals  by  the 
sacrifice  of  that  which  is  sinless ;  to  save 
transgressors  from  the  just  consequences  of 
their  wickedness ;  and  to  add  to  the  sins  of 
sensuality  the  deeper  sin  of  unnatural  and 
murderous  destruction  of  life.  Or,  it  is  ta 
aid  those  who,  in  married  life,  ought  ta 
glory  in  fulfilling  their  mission  as  parents^ 
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to  ernah  oat  the  tenderest  and  holiest  in- 
stincts of  their  natare,  and  sacrifice  them  to 
a  groveling  and  shamefol  love  of  ease,  or 
ignoble  desire  to  avoid  suflfbring  and  care : 
thus  redncing  them  to  a  degradation  in 
which  the  beasts  of  the  field  would  disdain 
to  hold  fellowship  with  them.  In  its  least  re- 
pulsive form,therefore4t  is  destructive  of  the 
noblest  refinements  of  our  nature  ;  and  in 
its  worst  forms,  destructive  of  all  virtue. 
There  is  nothing  left  to  respect  in  man  or 
woman,  who  can  purchase  carnal  indul- 
gence by  the  deliberate  sacrifice  of  life. 
God  has  thrown  peculiar  sanctities  around 
the  shrine  of  inchoate  existence — so  as  to 
warn  all  who  are  not  willing  to  assume  pa- 
rental responsibilities  against  an  unholy  ap- 
proach. But  if  these  can  be  laid  waste,  by 
professional  skill,  so  as  to  invite  vice,  and 
insure  against  its  results,  there  is  no  fathom- 
ing the  depths  of  depravity  into  which  sin- 
enslaved  natures  will  descend. 

3.     It  is  murder. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  attempt  to  embar- 
rass the  question  with  nice  physiological 
distinctions  between  embryonic  and  foetal 
existence.  This  is,  after  all,  only  a  chrono- 
loi^cal  question  as  to  the  date  of  the  mur- 
der. Would  you  deny  destroying  a  man's 
barvest,  if  you  destroyed  the  germs  in  the 
seed  sown  in  his  field  1  Would  you  evade 
the  req>onsibility  of  interfering  with  flreedom 
of  speech,  by  the  plea  that  you  hindered  no 
word  from  being  uttered,  but  only  cut  the 
man's  tongue  outi  Would  you  escape  the 
nsponsibility  of  drying  up  a  stream,  by  say- 
ing that  you  merely  stopped  up  the  foun- 
tain 1  No,  no :  away  with  these  guilty  sub- 
terftiges.  All  of  the  life  that  is  to  be,  is  there: 
and  on  you  rests  the  responsibility  of  tak- 
ing away  Ufe,  by  a  most  daring  intrusion 
into  the  recesses  of  being,  and  profane  en- 
trance within  the  veil,  amidst  the  awful  and 
holy  mysteries  of  incipient  existence. 

Need  we  add  to  all  these  considerations, 
the  vengeance — the  certain  and  terrible  ven- 
geance which  the  God  of  Nature  will  take 
on  transgressors  1  We  speak  not  of  spirit- 
ual penalties  here —but  the  fearful  results 
of  these  violent  wrenchings  of  Nature, 
which  must  come— the  broken  constitutions, 
the  suflfbring ;  the  peril  of  life,  the  haggard 


existence,  and  the  premature  death  of  those 
who  are  at  once  the  authors  and  the  victims 
of  sin  1 

We  appeal  to  Physicians — in  whose  hands 
the  responsibility  largely  rests — ^to  put  down 
this  spreading  crime ;  to  dry  up  this  foun- 
tain of  vice ;  to  conserve  private  and  pub- 
lic morals  by  a  firm,  manly,  and  honorable 
course,  such  as  the  dignity  of  their  profes- 
sion demands — such  as  the  best  interests  of 
society  require. 


THE  UPS  AND  DOWNS  OF  A  DO0TOB»S 

LIFE. 

BT    B.    LUDLAH,  H.  D.* 

The  life  of  man  is  made  up  of  vicissi- 
tudes. His  history  is  one  of  detailed  con- 
tingencies, of  ups  and  downs,  of  mutabilities 
in  fortune,  fame  and  fHendship.  While  his 
lot  is  viewed  as  a  common  inheritance,  his 
experience  is  that  of  nations,  classes  and  in- 
dividuals. 

It  would  indeed  be  strange  if  the  physi- 
cian alone  should  prove  an  exception  to  this 
rule.  The  doctor,  too,  has  his  share  of  va- 
riety, of  incident,  of  prosperity,  and  of  ad- 
versity. I  propose  to  direct  your  attention 
to  a  few  points  which  may  infiuence  your 
future  experience,  as  they  have  done  that 
of  your  professional  pi*edecessors.  I  shall 
speak  plainly  of  those  small  matters,  whick 
from  their  being  freqently  overlooked,  are 
really  the  more  important. 

The  function  of  the  physician  is  to  do 
good  to  others.  If  this  duty  is  rightly  per- 
formed, it  will  not  fail  to  open  a  deep  and 
perennial  well-spring  of  happiness  to  his 
own  mind.  In  the  old  Greek  story,  Achil- 
leS|  when  disguised  as  a  woman,  was  dis- 
covered by  what  he  selected  from  the  ped- 
ler*s  pack.  The  physician's  experiences  will 
vary  with  the  course  he  elects  to  pursue  to- 
wards those  among  whom  his  let  is  cast. 

However  various  the  schools  of  medical 
belief,  there  are  really  but  two  classes  of 
physicians — those  who  loorhj  and  those  who 
shirkf  or  those  who  think  in  person,  and 
those  who  think  by  proxy.  A  friend  sug- 
gests a  third  class-^those  who  never  think 
at  all !  Now,  as  honest,  manly  toil  sweet- 
ens the  bread  of  the  laborer,  so  the  straight- 
forward, educated  energy  of  the  good  phy- 
sician brings  the  glow  of  contentment  and 
the  bright  gold  of  a  clear  conscience.  As 
the  common  idler,  by  his  neglect  of  duty, 
entails  misfortune  upon  himself  and  upon 
others,  so  is  it  with  the  professional  idler. 
He  is  an  adulteration,  an  alloy,  a  counter- 

*  From  the  olesiag  lecture  delivered  li\Ui«'Ssi!br 
nemann  Medical  C6\\ege. 
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feit.  As  there  are  pinchbeck  patriots  in 
our  day,  so  there  are  and  always  hare  been 
physicians  who  do  not  give  out  the  ring  of 
the  true  metal.  They  are  slow  to  volnn- 
teerj  dodge  the  draft,  shrink  from  assuming 
responsibilities,  have  no  purse  or  principle, 
part  or  lot  in  the  issue,  unless  it  be  to  croak 
and  to  hold  fat  contracts.  The  patriot  may 
torn  politician,  the  physician  become  an 
nnscrupulous  speculator  upon  the  misfor- 
tunes of  his  fellow-men. 

To-morrow  will  be  Commencement  day. 
Some  among  you  are  to  graduate,  to  receive 
your  diplomas,  the  authority  to  go  forth  to 
the  world  as  accredited  physicians.  The 
knowledge  which  you  have  acquired  as  stu- 
dents will  soon  be  brought  into  requisition. 
The  genius  you  possess  for  the  active  duties 
of  your  profession  is  as  yet  undeveloped. 
The  twin-sisters  Talent  and  Tact  are  to 
make  or  mar  your  fame  and  fortune,  to 
shape  jotLT  experience  as  medical  men.  The 
npB  and  downs  of  your  life  will  depend 
npoQ  the  manner  in  which  you  use  these 
two  principal  elements  of  success.  The  ob- 
stacles to  be  encountered  in  "  getting  into 
practice  "  will  soon  have  to  be  met.  Tour 
cUdms  to  the  public  confidence  will  be  in 
proportion  to  your  improvement  of  the  ad- 
▼antages  whidi  yon  have  enjoyed  in  this 
Institution  and  elsewhere.  If  the  talent 
with  which  yon  are  entrusted  is  placed  at  a 
good  interest,  your  reward  will  be  certain 
to  follow.  There  is  much  of  comfort  for 
you  in  the  homely  old  maxim  :  **  The  Lord 
helps  those  who  help  themselves."  If  you 
are  qualified,  earnest,  prudent  and  patient, 
yonr  success  is  certain? 

Let  me  counsel  you,  therefore,  to  be 
social  and  manly ;  in  plain  Saxon,  to  mind 
your  own  business,  and  to  occupy  your  in- 
tervals of  leisure  in  storing  your  minds  witii 
useltil  information.  Every  hour's  study  is 
qualifying  you  for  the  high  and  responsible 
duties  which  are  yet  to  devolve  upon  you. 
Self-oulture  is  self-perpetuating.  Each  day's 
labor  will  bring  its  own  reward.  By  and  by 
you  will  revert  to  those  early  endeavors  as 
bright  spots  in  your  professional  career. 
Never  fear  but  your  zeal  will  be  apprecia- 
ted. There  is  a  species  of  Free  Masonry 
among  the  really  intelligent  whereby  you 
will  be  recognised  and  your  resources  made 
available  to  the  sick  and  needy.  Tour 
worth  will  certainly  make  itself  manifest. 
The  germ  is  within  you,  and  it  is  left  for 
you  to  supply  the  conditions  of  its  develop- 
ment. 

Many  of  the  annoyances  and  perplexities 
of  the  young  doctor  spring  from  impa- 
tience. He  desires  a  large  practice  at  once, 
and  will  not  be  content  with  a  gradual  in- 
crease of  his  popularity  and  usefulness. 
The  golden  stream  must  be  quick  and  vio- 
leni.    Pray  do  not  be  precipitate  in  this 


matter.  A  hot-house  reputation  of  this 
sort  is  neither  enduring  nor  desirable. 
Were  the  forms  of  beauty  which  are  carved 
along  the  wild  forest  and  up  and  down  the 
aisles  of  earth  the  work  of  a  day  1  Can  you 
hasten  the  process  of  crystallization  1 

*****  Every  physician 
must  take  a  course  of  object-lessons  in  hu- 
man nature.  He  should  be  philosophical 
enough  to  accord  with  community,  especial* 
ly  the  two  classes  thereof  in  which  he  is 
more  immediately  interested — ^his  patients 
and  his  professional  brethren.  With  the 
former  his  face  soon  becomes  familiar,  and 
may  as  soon  be  forgotten.  In  adversity  he 
will  be  regarded  as  a  friend,  in  prosperity 
he  majr  seem  to  be  overlooked ;  in  storm  an 
anchor,  in  sunshine  superfiuous.  Many  call 
upon  him  as  they  do  upon  Providence— 
when  in  trouble,  which  being  removed,  is 
deemed  sufficient  cause  for  his  dismissal 
from  service,  and  perhaps  from  memory 
also. 

The  ingratitude  of  those  who  have  reaped 
of  your  benefactions;  the  feeling  which 
implies  that  it  is  not  '^  for  value  received  " 
when  your  bill  is  presented,  will  sometimes 
afiford  you  no  slight  measure  of  annoyance. 
But  the  sources  of  pain  and  pleasure  lie 
very  near  to  each  other  in  this  life.  Our 
professional  nerves,  like  those  of  our  physi- 
cal bodies,  may  convey  the  most  pleasant 
or  the  most  painful  sensations.  They  may 
become  so  morbidly  sensitive  and  irritable 
as  to  occasion  much  of  suffering ;  may  be 
benumbed,  blunted  and  paralyzed,  or,  by 
careful  training,  we  may  develop  in  them  a 
sense*  of  grateful  and  appreciative  percep- 
tions. 

"  Plant  blefsings,  and  UessinM  will  grow ; 

Plant  hate,  and  hate  wiU  grow ; 
Toa  can  bow  to-day— to-morrow  shall  bring 
The  bloMom  that  proves  what  sort  of  thing 

Is  the  seed,  the  seed  that  you  sow.*^ 

Let  us  in  imagination  visit  a  few  patients. 
Permit  me  to  remain  invisible.  It  is  a  beau- 
tiful day,  and  we  ride  for  pleasure — the 
pleasure  of  doing  good.  The  first  call  made 
— we  must  see  those  most  ill  early  in  the 
morning — is  upon  a  little  boy  of  three  years 
who  has  diptheria.  We  find  the  patient 
where  we  left  him  late  last  evening,  id  estt 
in  his  mother's  arms.  She  has  waited  and 
longed  for  your  arrival,  fearing  that  a 
change  iu  his  symptoms  betokens  a  fatal 
result.  A  glance  arouses  suspicions  that 
she  is  correct,  and  these  are  confirmed  by  a 
careful  examination.  The  fond  mother 
would  know  the  worst,  and  in  as  tender 
tones  as  you  can  command,  she  is  told  that 
her  last-born  must  die.  The  efiect  upon  her 
and  upon  the  family — for  the  refiex  of  sym- 
pathies is  through  the  mother  always,  is 
consoling  and  encouraging,  or  painful  to 
the  family,  or  calamitous  to  the  patient.    If 
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your  adyice  has  been  songht  because  of  a 
well-grounded  confidence  in  professional 
sldll ;  if  the  choice  of  the  physician  has  not 
been  made  in  extremity,  or  because  he 
liyed  just  around  the  comer,  and  was  there- 
fore most  convenient ;  if  the  family  is  edu- 
cated and  well  organized ;  everything  will 
go  on  quietly,  and  every  effort  be  made  to 
afford  the  patient  the  best  possible  chance 
for  recovery.  Otherwise  distraction  and  dis- 
order, while  they  seal  the  doom  of  the  pa- 
tient by  subtracting  from  your  undivided 
interest  in  the  case,  will  sow  the  seeds  of 
bitter  reflections,  and  unkind,  because  un- 
necessary regrets.  Here,  however,  the  pa- 
tience of  the  parent  is  your  stay  and  en- 
couragement. Tou  are  stimulated  to  noblest 
endeavor,  and  will  at  least  have  the  satis- 
faction which  springs  from  appreciation, 
the  reflection  that  parent  and  physician 
haye  done  their  duty.  ''  From  a  good  home 
it  is  not  far  to  heaven."  Before  you  come 
again,  that  little  patient  may  have  made  the 
passage,  but  he  will  not  have  left  the  one 
or  crossed  the  threshold  of  the  other  in  a 
tempest ! 

The  doctor's  feelings  on  leaving  such  a 
scene  will  vary  with  the  conviction  that, 
while  be  has  acted  uprightly  in  every  res- 
pect, tiiose  most  interested  in  the  little  suf- 
ferer have  not  withheld  their  fullest  confl- 
denceand  support. 

The  next  patient  we  visit  has  been  an  in- 
valid for  some  weeks.  We  enter  the  parlor, 
«fi  iransitu,  the  sick  chamber.  Everything 
wears  an  air  of  neatness  and  refinement. 
Only  a  thin  window-pane  separates  winter 
from  summer,  for,  although  it  is  frosty 
wtOiout,  thire  are  flowers  within.  Here,  at 
least,  is  one  who  does  not  think  it  all  of 
one's  duty  in  life  to  cultivate  the  practical 
and  not  the  poetical,  hops  and  not  hya- 
cinths. 

The  patient  is  delicate  in  person,  and  of 
cultivated  taste;  has  a  greater  admiration 
for  depth  of  character  than  for  dispatch,  and 
would  certainly  be  disgusted  with  any  dis- 
play of  professional  pyrotechnics.  That 
politeness  which  old  Dr.  Johnson  styled 
*'  benevolence  in  trifles  "  is  most  current  in 
this  atmosphere,  as  indeed  it  should  be 
everywhere.  A  few  queries  disclose  a  tem- 
porary discouragement.  There  are  clouds 
in  the  horizon  of  her  hopes  for  recovery. 
She  has  been  weeping,  or,  technically  speak- 
ing, trying  the  effect  of  covmieT-irrigation  ! 
Ton  have  the  disposition  and  ability  to  dis- 
pel those  clouds.  If  the  sunshine  came  in 
at  the  door  when  you  entered,  the  vapors 
will  soon  be  dissipated.  You  may  take  a 
hint  from  that  sunshine,  which  is  ever  calm 
and  strong,  and  pure  and  joyous.  The  pre- 
scription ii  made  in  due  season — "  business 
tiefore  pleasure  " — a  little  conversation,  not 


gossip,  is  had,  and  we  are  again  on  the 
wing. 

What  a  self-registering  thermometer  is 
the  doctor.  His  ups  and  downs  are  literal- 
ly influenced  by  every  change  of  atmos- 
phere and  surroundings.  His  scale,  which 
is  that  of  Oelsns,  and  not  of  Celsius,  is  grad- 
uated upon  his  physiogonomy,  and  not 
upon  porcelain. 

Let  us  skip  a  few  names  on  the  list,  for  it 
is  vulgar  to  parade  one's  professional  popu- 
larity, and  look  in  upon  our  bachelor 
friend.  This  is  his  elysium.  The  old  fel- 
low's world  is  a  hemisphere,  and  chaos  is 
come  again.  Pain  may  have  been  the  first 
successful  surgeon  in  healing  wounds  and 
fractures  among  savages,  but  our  patient  is 
satisfled  it  will  never  cure  the  rheumatism. 
He  is  more  cross  than  complimentary,  and 
growls  because  of  the  lateness  of  your  visit. 
Why  leave  him  to  die  of  neglect  i  No  one 
ever  suffered  like  himself,  and  none  were  so 
unfortunate.  Really,  if  you  do  not  attend 
upon  him  a  little  more  closely,  he  will  feel 
himself  compelled  to  try  some  quack  nos- 
trum, or  somebody's  else  physician.  Mr. 
So-and-So  was  cured  of  this  disease  in  ten 
days,  and  it  seems  more  than  strange,  it  is 
needless,  that  he  of  all  others  should  be 
victimized.  His  answers  are  as  crisp  as  his 
toast,  and  he  would  prefer  medicines  as 
strong  as  his  tea.  Tou  must  look  to  yonr 
laurels,  or  yours  will  be  the  vision  of  Jonah 
en  route  for  the  dry  land  !  He  is  extremely 
irritable,  and,  by  reason  of  inflrmity,  not 
independent — a  type  of  men  everywhere, 
and  you  do  not  feel  improved  by  your  visit. 
Tou  select  the  remedies,  and  petitien 
heaven  for  a  prescription  for  patience  and 
forbearance  suited  to  both  parties. 

I  have  a  word  concerning  this  class  of 
patients.  It  is  the  most  pleasant,  as  well  as 
the  most  politic,  always  to  be  in  good  hu- 
mor toward  them.  Nothing  is  more  absurd 
and  suicidal  than  for  the  physician  to  per- 
mit himself  to  be  vexed  at  trifles.  Remem- 
ber that  those  of  your  patients  who  really 
suffer  have  the  worst  of  it.  Tou  may  as 
well  be  kind  and  obliging.  What  would 
you  think  of  a  conductor  upon  one  of  our 
street  railways  who  persisted  in  running  his 
car  in  such  a  manner  as  always  to  discom- 
mode the  passengers  1  Above  all,  if  such 
crusty  old  fossils  infect  your  spirits,  give 
them  a  thorough  ventilation,  as  you  would 
your  clothing  if  they  had  the  small-pox,  be- 
fore visiting  the  next  patient,  and  do  not 
innoculate  a  third  party  with  the  bad  hu- 
mor. Beside  the  eruptive  fevers,  there  are 
other  affections  which  are  contagious,  the 
nidus  of  which  is  sometimes  coveyed  by  the 
doctor  from  house  to  house. 

In  a  small  tenement  on  the  next  street  \& 
another  representative  ^^aXVenV.  '^vt^  «h^sc^ 
thing  betokens  poveit^  aii^  -w^tiX*.    k.  \» 
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Boldier'M  widow  is  ill,  and  yoa  have  come  to 
her  relief.  8h»  is  cheerfal  in  her  affliction 
and  salutes  you  with  the  gratefal  assurance 
that  your  last  remedies  were  well  chosen. 
You  find  her  conyalescentj  and  feel  yourself 
in  a  different  atmosphere  from  that  which 
you  have  just  left.  Her  hushand,  a  true 
man  and  a  patriot,  has  gone  to  his  reward. 
The  douhle  motive  to  take  care  of  the  poor, 
and  to  help  those  who  have  sacrificed  so 
much  for  our  common  weal,  is  presented  in 
her  case.  The  medicine  is  not  all  you  will 
leave  her,  nor  is  money  the  great  deside- 
ratum. A  loyal  word,  a  gleam  of  hope  to 
lighten  her  cares,  and  lift  the  clouds  from 
her  little  horizon,  must  be  elements  in  your 
prescription.  When  you  take  the  hand  of 
her  little  one  you  have  taken  hold  upon  her 
heart.  Children  are  apt  interpreters  of 
character,  and  it  is  a  bad  sign  for  them  to 
hold  you  in  fear.  Beside,  a  few  words  of 
the  right  kind  in  their  ears  is  good  seed 
sown  upon  good  ground  that  may  bear  fruit 
when  the  physician  and  his  grateful  patient 
in  this  little  family  have  passed  away.  You 
may  save  ink  and  paper,  credits  and  collec- 
tions on  such  visits.  There  is  a  pay-as-you- 
go  feeling  which  discharges  the  debt  when 
the  door  has  closed  upon  you. 

Be  kbd  to  the  poor.  Remember  the  say- 
ing of  Boerhaave^"God  is  their  paymaster." 
No  legislative  enactment,  no  selfish  and  in- 
tolerant exclusion  from  field  or  hospital 
duty  can  deprive  you  of  the  prerogative  of 
serving  your  God  and  your  country.  You 
need  not  wait  for  surgical  sanction,  or 
shoulder-straps,  but  lift  the  burdens  of  the 
sick  and  the  sorrowing  in  the  ranks  of  civil 
life,  and  the  blessing  of  the  widow  and  the 
fatherless  to  the  remotest  generation  shall 
be  yours.  "  They  also  serve  who  only  stand 
and  wait.'' 

One  more  call,  and  our  round  of  visits  is 
made.  We  enter  a  neat  little  cottage  whose 
Tery  look  is  natty  and  Quaker-like.  This 
home  has  its  attractions  in  those  who  inhab- 
it it ;  its  pictures  are  living,  breathing  per- 
sonifications of  domestic  happiness;  its 
ftuniture  is  not  fashionable,  its  pretensions 
are  few  and  not  striking.  The  mutabilities 
of  life  have  crept  into  this  usually  quiet 
household.  Yesterday  it  was  in  peril,  to- 
day it  is  a  paradise ;  the  pictures  looked 
anxiously,  but  now  they  are  more  than 
pleased ;  the  whole  house  was  disturbed, 
now  it  has  assumed  its  primitive  order 
When  the  drapery  of  night  fell  about  this 
cottage  there  came  a  little  stranger  to  claim 
a  place  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the 
household.  Look  upon  that  boy,  and  rea- 
lize with  RicHter,  '•  The  smallest  are  near- 
est Qod,  as, the  smallest  planets  are  nearest 
to  the  sun."  Who  bhall  say  what  elements 
of  happiness  are  wrap|)ed  in  that  blanket, 


or  what  traits  of  character  are  bound  up  in 
that  boy  1 

But  now  we  are  at  home  again,  and  you 
are  prepared  to  appreciate  the  influence  of 
the  physician's  daily  experience  upon  his 
life's  record.  No  one  is  more  familiar  urith 
marked  vicissitudes.  He  deals  in  antitheses. 
His  own  feelings  act  and  react  upon  those 
of  his  patients.  He  meets  with  every  species 
of  reception  and  of  recognition,  and  is  hap- 
py or  miserable  in  proportion  to  the  spirit 
and  determination  with  which  he  enters 
upon  and  discharges  his  most  important 
mission.  He  is  to  community  what  the 
margin  of  cilia  is  to  the  oyster,  which,  by 
maintaining  little  currents  of  water,  serves 
to  keep  the  creature  in  health.  Other  or- 
gans may  appropriate  more  of  the  pabulum, 
but  he  lies  nearest  the  confines  of  the  social 
microcosm,  is  more  delicate  and  sensitive, 
'  and  could  by  no  means  be  spared  in  his 
place.  "  Why  should  he  not  make  his  la- 
bors of  life  redolent  of  truth,  and  simplici- 
ty, and  kindness  1" 

The  relations  of  medical  men  to  each 
other  influence  their  ideas  and  experience 
greatly.  It  is  considered  a  family  failing 
that  doctors  shall  disagree.  If  this  were 
done  quietly,  and  without  a  species  of  in- 
quisition into  conscience,  all  might  be  well. 
But  it  is  not  so.  Bigots  abound  among  tts. 
The  schools  are  Intolerant,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  real  progress  has  long  been  de- 
layed by  a  waste  of  time  upon  polemics. 
The  question  at  issue  is  one  of  boundary 
lines,  and  not  of  the  fertility  of  flelds  which 
are  to  be  enclosed.  This  is  all  wrong. 
There  is  too  great  a  disregard  of  the  philos- 
ophy set  forth  in  the  Spanish  proverb — 
''  Seek  not  to  set  every  man's  sun-dial  by 
thine  own  watch."  We  are  prone  to  forget 
that  principle  and  prejudice  are  incompati- 
ble, and  that  an  infraction  of  the  ninth  com- 
mandment must  still  be  regarded  as  a  yiola- 
tion  of  the  decalogue.    *        *        ♦        * 

You  will  sometimes  be  annoyed  by  the 
persecutions  of  those  who  differ  from  you 
in  medical  sentiment.  One  will  treat  you  in 
the  spirit  of  a  certain  Duke  of  Somerset, 
who  deigned  to  pity  Adam  because  he  had 
no  ancestors !  Another  will  attempt  to 
drown  you  with  the  muddy  torrent  of  in- 
vective. A  third,  ne  a  blacksmith,  will  ex- 
ercise "  a  little  brief  authority  "  in  discred- 
iting your  professional  certificates,  and 
mayhap  send  you  an  ungentlemanly  mes- 
sage in  the  bargain.  In  many  ways  you 
may  find  that  your  brethren  are  given  to 
ignore  the  requirements  of  good  breeding, 
and  of  that  good  taste  which  **  wounds  no 
feelings,  infringes  on  no  decorums,  and  res- 
pects all  scruples." 

The  best  course  of  procedure  is  the 
plainest,  if  not  the  most  easy  one.  Tolera- 
tion is  in  great  part  a  thing  of  tempera- 
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ment,  but  it  is  also  a  fruit,  as  well  at  the  in* 
dez  of  a  thorough  education.  The  outward 
touch  does  not  soil  the  sunbeam.  "  The 
snail,  to  be  rid  of  annoyances,  bartered  its 
eyes  for  horns." .  The  fire-fly  may  flourish 
his  insignificant  lantern,  but  it  needs  the 
darlmess  to  make  it  visible,  and  he  will 
never  set  the  world  on  fire. 

-**  Not  a  truth  to  art  or  to  science  been  given 

But  brows  have  ached  for  it,  and  souls  tolled  and 

striven : 
And  many  have  striven,  and  many  have  failed, 
And  many  died,  slain  by  the  truth  then  assailed,*'' 

Depend  upon  it,  gentlemen,  the  people, 
the  laity,  these  most  interested  in  our  la- 
bors, care  precious  little  for  our  profession- 
al squabbles.  It  makes  little  diflerence  to 
the  patient  whether  the  surgeon  about  to 
amputate  his  limb  holds  the  catlin  in  the 
left  or  right  hand,  so  that  the  operation  is 
safely  and  properly  performed.  It  is  well 
enough,  indeed  there  must  in  the  nature  of 
things  be  diflerences  of  opinion  and  various 
schools  of  belief,  among  medical  men.  "  A 
land-mark  is  well  placed  between  two 
brothers'  fields."  But  that  land-mark  is, or 
should  be,  set  up  as  a  means  of  peace  and 
not  of  warfare,  to  save  trouble,  and  not  to 
make  it. 

Because  I  am  an  ingrain  Presbyterian, 
does  it  follow  that  I  am  licensed  to  deny  the 
benefit  of  clergy  to  my  neighbor  who  differs 
from  me  in  his  religious  tenets  1  Would 
community  estimate  the  depth  of  my  char- 
acter and  the  purity  of  my  life  by  my  zeal 
in  propagandism  1  Is  the  religious  journal, 
the  orsan  of  a  particular  society,  most  es- 
teemed for  its  polemical  articles,  or  because 
of  its  richness  and  depth  ,of  learning,  its 
varied  research,  and  the  cropping  out  of  a 
fervent  piety  that  adorns  each  page  1  Ton 
are  organs  of  a  particular  belief  in  Medi- 
cine. Ton  are  grounded  in  the  fitith^  and 
your  works  must  follow  you.  The  true 
patriot  discards  party  issues  to  save  his 
country  when  it  is  endangered.  His  most 
efiicient  weapons  against  disease  are  not 
found  in  the  paltry  politics  of  his  craft,  but 
in  resources  which  have  been  gathered 
from  all  quarters,  in  the  fruits  of  his  own 
and  of  others'  labors. 

Every  ship  should  have  its  flag-staff,  but 
the  colors  are  not  the  compass.  Truth 
should  sit  at  the  helm,  and  truth  is  imper- 
sonal. Popular  sentiment  is  a  flcklo  breeze 
that,  but  for  the  guidance  of  truth,  may 
drift  us  ashore.  The  flag  is  an  emblem  of 
nationality.  There  are  nationalties  ia  sci- 
ence. When  the  foreigner  changes  his  resi- 
dence, he  is  not  absolved  from  those  mutual 
responsibilities  which  every  mortal  inherits. 
So  when  men  of  science  shift  position  in  the 
realm  of  letters,  their  new  papers  of  natu- 
raHzation  do  not  aflbrd  a  warrant  for  out- 
lawry on  either  hand.    The  inborn  gentle- 


man is  a  gentleman  everywhere  and  always. 
The  refined  and  educated  Qerman,  the  gaj 
and  frivolous  Frenchman,  the  slow-paced 
Englishman,  have  no  need  to  specify  their 
nativity  upon  their  door-plates.  So,  in  the 
practice  of  an  honorable  profession,  you 
need  not  flaunt  your  banner  as  a  gift  of 
birthright  or  of  adoption,  but  take  rank  as 
men  of  culture  and  of  refined  sensibility  in 
the  realm  of  science,  able  to  make  due  al- 
lowance for  difierences  of  opinions,  and  to 
appreciate  real  sincerity  and  wortJb  wher- 
ever you  may  find  it.  It  is  no  compromise 
of  one's  faith  to  be  charitable ;  no  crime 
against  one's  nativity  to  be  cosmopolitan. 

But,  being  at  peace,  you  owe  other  duties 
to  the  medical  profession.  Tou  are  to  con- 
tribute your  mite  towards  the  general  ad> 
vancement.  It  is  a  law  of  our  mental  and 
moral  natures  that  we  grow  as  we  give,  and 
are  happy  in  proportion  as  we  make  others 
so.  He  who  identifies  himself  with  the  lit- 
erature of  his  profession  is  a  producer,  and 
the  reflex  of  his  labors  will  be  felt  in  his 
own  enjoyment  and  experience,  as  well  as  in 
that  of  others.  I  had  rather  define  the 
sphere  and  mode  of  action  of  a  new  and 
valuable  remedy,  analyze  a  diseased  state 
so  that  it  may  always  be  recognized  and  un- 
derstood, solve  some  physiological  problem 
hitherto  inexplicable,  than  be  the  author  of 
the  most  popular  history  or  poem  ever  writ- 
ten. It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  infiu- 
ence  you  may  exert  in  this  direction.  None 
of  us  are  independent.  As  well  might  the 
several  organs  in  our  bodies  declare  tbem^r 
selves  free  of  sympathy  in  labor  and  feeUUg 
with  one  another,  as  for  you  to  claim  ex- 
emption from  duties  of  this  nature  which 
devolve  upon  all.  Think  what  a  degree  of 
benevolence  may  be  attained  by  this  means. 
As  the  light  of  other  and  remote  days, 
through  a  species  of  crystalization  in  Uie 
coal  we  burn,  is  brought  to  warm  and  cheer 
our  homes,  so  the  rays  you  may  lE^ed  upon 
the  path  of  your  fellow  may  be  transmitted 
to  the  latest  generation,  an  infiuence  at  once 
beneficent  and  beautiful. 

Consider  what  a  kind  Providence  has  done 
for  man,  and  resolve  that  you  also  will  ac- 
complish something  for  his  welfare.  "  For 
him  the  earth  teems  with  fruit  and  fiower, 
with  the  rich  harvest  and  golden  grain.  For 
him  the  fresh  fountains  leap  from  the  solid 
rock,  and  the  cattle  feed  on  a  thousand 
hills.  To  lull  him  to  repose  the  solid  earth 
turns  away  from  the  too  brilliant  sun,  and 
the  gentle  stars  light  the  nocturnal  sky.  To 
wake  him  to  vigor,  the  morning  dawns,  and 
the  light  of  day,  tempered  by  a  provision 
of  admirable  efficiency,  swells  gently  into 
brighter  eff'ulgence,  until  the  full-orbed  sua 
bursts  in  splendor  upon  the  world." 

The  compeuAating    relations  of   Nature^ 
are  truly  wonderful.    He  is  a  Christian  phi-v 
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losc^her  who  leayes  her  to  a^jost  the  re- 
ward of  devotion  to  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  race.  What  more  could  he 
desired  1  What  better  evidence  of  duty 
well  done  than  the  testimony  of  an  approv- 
ing conscience  'i  What  more  grateful  mem- 
ory as  an  incense  to  God  than  a  life  of  well- 
spent  endeavor  1 


For  the  Am.  Homoeopathio  Observe. 
HAHNEMANN. 
The  one  hundred  and  ninth  anniversary 
of  Hahnemann's  birthday  is  now  close  at 
hand,  and,  to  many,  a  few  particulars  con- 
oeming  this  great  genius  cannot  but  prove 
interesting.  Samuel  G.  F.  Hahnemann, 
founder  of  the  HomcBopathic  system  of 
medicine,  was  born  on  the  10th  day  of  April 
of  the  year  1765,~a  German  by  birth,  in- 
heriting a  disposition  for  which  that  nation 
is  distinguished.  At  a  very  early  age'  he 
evinced  decided  marks  of  intelligence  and 
performed  wonderful  feats  of  industry ,which 
gained  for  him  free  admission  into  the  high 
school  at  Meissen — ^the  place  In  which  he 
was  bom.  The  science  of  medicine  now 
gained  his  attention,  and  while  pursuing  his 
studies  at  the  University  of  Leipsic,  he  pro- 
cured a  livelihood  by  translating  books,  (for 
ha,  too«  like  many  men,  was  obliged  to 
straggle  with  poverty,)  and  giving  lessons 
in  the  various  languages.  His  desire  for 
knowledge  was  so  great  that  he  accustomed 
himself  to  sleep  only  every  other  night. 
This  course  of  study  he  persevered  in 
for  several  years,  and  in  1779  he  took  his 
degree  of  M.  D.  A  few  years  afterwards  he 
married,  and  soon  made  for  himself  a 
reputation  in  Dresden,  where  he  settled. 
It  was  here  he  got  disgusted  with 
the  then  prevailing  mode  of  cure  while 
translating  a  certain  article  on  the  proper- 
ties and  efifects  of  Peruvian  bark  on  the 
system.  He  noted  the  mass  of  contradic- 
tory effects  ascribed  to  it ;  became  zealous 
to  find  out  for  himself  what  its  real  proper- 
ties were,  and  he  now  tried  it  in  very  pow- 
erftd  doses  upon  himself,  and  on  his  dis- 
coveries he  (as  all  homoeopatbists  know,) 
based  the  law  of  '' timilia  simUibus."  His 
experiments  on  peruvian  bark  alone  would 
not  satisfy  him ;  he  tried  other  drugs,  and 
w:fiA  M  like  eBifcL    Hit  new  discovery  was  a 


science  which  every  additional  experiment 
proved  to  be  true — and  one  of  the  laws 
of  nature.  The  world  at  first  receiv- 
ed these  great  facts  with  ridicule;  and 
for  many  years  he  struggled  ceaselessly  with 
his  opponents,  until  at  last  his  wonderful 
cures  and  persistent  perseverance  gained 
for  him  a  name,which  it  was  destined  should 
never  be  lost.  It  was  now  his  lot  to  marry 
again ;  this  time  a  young  Frenchwoman.  He 
settled  in  Paris ;  and  here  he  was  attended 
with  the  greatest  success,  which  lasted  until 
death  took  him  away  in  the  year  1848.  He 
leaves  behind  him  many  works  and  a  name 
as  imperishable  as  the  science  which  he  be- 
gat. C.  E. 
London,  C.  W. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

BT   J.   B.   BBOWK,   M.  D. 

The  disease  assumes  two  forms:  1st. 
Commences  with  swelling  of  the  tonsils, 
pain  extending  to  the  ears ;  stiffness  of  the 
jaws;  high  fever.  After  the  disease  ad- 
vances a  few  hours,  a  thin  membrane  is  seen 
covering  the  whole  throat,  a  thick  ropy  mu- 
cus from  the  mQuth  or  nose.  Great  pros- 
tration accompanies  the  disease  from  the 
commencement.  Sometimes  the  tonsils 
swell  so  large  as  to  nearly  cause  suffoca- 
tion, breathing  rattling,  foetor  of  breath. 

I  give  for  this  form  Merc.  lod.  1st  decimal 
trit.  and  Kali  Bic.  1st  decimal  in  alterna- 
tion every  half  hour.  I  have  lost  none.  I 
pay  no  attention  to  the  fever  as  Boon  as  the 
membrane  is  seen. 

The  other  form  commences  with  a  very 
little  swelling,  a  good  deal  of  fever,  and 
pain  in  the  limbs,  back  and  head.  On  ex- 
amination, a  few  small,  white  spots  are  seen 
on  the  tonsils.  These  continue  to  spread 
and  become  confluent,  till  the  whole  throat 
is  covered.  I  have  seen  cases  where  the 
throat  was  nearly  filled  on  account  of  the 
thickness  of  the  membrane.  I  have  had 
cases  where  the  membrane  has  extended 
down  the  throat  at  least  2}£  inches.  I  re- 
moved a  membrane  of  that  length,  a  short 
time  ago,  from  the  throat  of  a  girl  twelve 
years  old. 

In  this  form  I  use  Caustic  Ammonia,  Isti 
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decimal,  fifteen  drops  in  a  tumbler  two- 
thirds  full  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  for  a 
child,  a  tablespoonful  for  an  adult,  every 
half  hour.  Also,  a  gargle  of  80  drops  of 
the  same  dilution  in  a  tumbler  full  of  water 
— gargle  every  half  hour,  or,  if  a  child,  swab 
the  throat. 

I  have  not  lost  a  case  since  using  these 
medicines  in  the  forms  as  laid  down.  In 
the  latter  form  I  give  no  medicine  for  fever, 
nor  any  other  symptoms. 

The  fever  generally  leaves  the  second 
day.  The  throat  feels  a  little  more  sore 
than  the  first  day,  and  the  membrane  has 
generally  extended  somewhat  more,  but  the 
third  day  the  patient  is  better  every  way, 
and  soon  recovers. 

I  have  had  three  cases  where  paralysis  of 
the  limb  took  place,  and  one  was  threaten- 
ed with  paralysis  of  the  lungs.  They  all 
recovered.  For  the  lungs  I  used  Tart. 
Emet.  3d.    For  the  limbs,  Gelseminum  Ist. 

I  have  given  you  this  treatment  in  a  care- 
less and  disjointed  manner.  But  I  hope  you 
will  excuse  me,  as  I  have  no  time  to  give  a 
full  description. 

DiFHTHBBiA. — Dr.  Thos.  S.  Scales  says 
in  this  section  (Wobum,  Mass.,)  we  have 
seen  excellent  effects  from  Opium  Ist,  Qel- 
sem.  1st,  and  Tart.  Emet.,  in  Diphtheria. 
We  like  Opium  better  than  Bell.,  and  Gel- 
sem.  than  Aeon.  In  many  oases  Tart.  Eoiet. 
is  nearly  spedfio. 


TREATMENT    OF    CEBEBBO-SPIKAL 
MENINGITIS. 

<8ee  AmerioftQ  Homoeopathio  Obaerver,  page  48.) 
Dr.  D.  A.  Davis  reports :  'M  have  lost 
three  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinai  Meningitis ; 
saved  two.  Used  hot  applications  to  all. 
Two  of  them  I  did  not  see  until  they  had 
lain  48  hours,  and  they  soon  died.  The 
other  that  I  lost  was  taken  at  10)^  P.  M., 
and  died  next  night  at  12.  I  gave  Aconite 
and  Belladonna  in  drop  doses,  once  in  15 
minutes,  without  any  change  for  the  better, 
except  to  quiet  them  a  little  for  the  time. 
Many  have  been  saved  where  they  were 
taken  in  the  lower  extremities  first,  as  is  the 
case  frequently." 

T.  Baker,  Esq.,  of  St.  Johns,  Michigan, 
says  that,  "A  disease,  which  our  physician 
call '  spotted  fever,'  is  prevailing  here  epi- 
demically. A  number  of  aged  and  young 
persons  have  died.    It  commences  with  a 


sensation  of  dizziness,  followed  by  a  duU 
pain  in  the  head ;  slight  chills ;  rapid  flash- 
es of  fever,  with  returning  chills ;  severe 
pain  in  the  back  and  neck ;  partial  deafiiess, 
and  in  some  cases  severe  sore  throat  follow. 
Under  allopathic  treatment  the  patient  sinks 
into  a  comatose  state,  and  death  soon  fol- 
lows. In  three  cases  the  disease  has  readily 
yielded  to  Gelseminum  in  one  drop  doses, 
and  Bryonia  5  drops  in  a  tumbler  of  water, 
alternate  half  hour  apart  for  twelve  hours, 
then  substituting  BeUadonna  for  the  Bryonia, 
Hot  flannels  dry  applied  to  the  head  and 
neck." 

Dr.  V.  W.  SuNDERLiir  writes :  "  I  am  now 
treating  the  fourth  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis^  and  have  not  lost  any  yet.  I 
will  try  and  report  my  experience  at  some 
future  time." 

We  hope  that  Dr.  Sunderlin  wUl  And  time 
to  send  a  detailed  report  of  his  treatment 
for  our  next  number ;  and  we  shall  be  pleas- 
ed to  hear  from  any  other  physicians  who 
have  treated  this  disease. 


INFLAMMATORY  RHEUMATISM. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Bbow5  writes :  "  I  would  like  to 
see  a  piece  in  the  Obsbrvbb  on  Inflamma- 
tory Rheumatism,  ''and  especially  on  that 
disease  following  diptheria.  I  have  had  a 
few  cases.  They  were  very  severe,  and  con- 
tinued a  long  time.  Two  cas^s  were  under 
treatment  nine  weeks.  They  recovered,  and 
are  as  well  as  before  the  attack. 

"  I  do  not  like  to  have  cases  contlnae  sa 
long,  and  if  any  other  homoeopathic  physi- 
cian can  cure  them  quicker,  I  want  his  treat- 
ment. 

<*  I  hope  that  all  the  subscribers  to  your 
paper  will  try  their  best  to  make  reports 
often  of  different  cases,  and  give  symp- 
toms clearly,  and  mention  the  dilution  or 
trituration.  Whenever  I  have  anything  I 
think  interesting,  I  will  be  happy  to  report. 
I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  Obsbbvbb,. 
and  I  will  try  and  do  my  share  to  sustain  it.*' 


r 


ROBINIA  pseudagacia. 

BT  W.  H.  BUBT,  M.  D. 

I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  the  profession, 
a  new  and  very  valuable  remedy  for  sick 
headache  and  dyspepsia. 

I  was  called  to  see  a  horse  that  was. 
poisoned  by  eating  t\i«  \iwV  qI  \}c\%\x«»> 
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i?hlle  being  tied  to  it.  The  symptoms  pro- 
duced in  the  horse  were,  constant  stepping 
4tlK>at;  refuses  all  kind  of  food,  bat  wants 
to  drink  all  the  thne.  The  water  he  takes 
immediately  passes  oat  of  the  nostrils.  I 
^ye  him  nux  and  mere.f  and  in  two  days  he 
was  well. 

This  occurrence  excited  my  cariosity, 
and  I  determined  to  make  a  proving  of  the 
•drug.  I  have  made  three  provings  on  my- 
self, and  have  experimented  with  it  upon 
twe  dogs,  who  died  under  its  use.  I  will 
make  another  proving  on  myself,  and 
ihoi  publish  the  result.  Before  I  complete 
it,  I  would  like  some  of  our  physicians  to 
proYe  it,  and  also  test  it  in  practice.  I  will 
give  the  pathogenetic  symptoms,  so  far  as 
^developed,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  out 
the  observations  of  others. 

Constant,  dull,  heavy,  frontal  head- 
ache, very  much  aggravated  by  motion 
and  reading.  Bull  headache,  with 
sharp  stitches  in  the  temple;  dull, 
throbbing  frontal  headache;  severe 
neuralgic  pain  i  he  left  temple  that  pre- 
Tented  sleeping  trota  midnight  until  day- 
light. White  coating  on  the  tongue,  with  a 
red  tip.  Nausea  all  the  afternoon  by  spells; 
nausea  for  three  hours,  followed  by  profuse 
vomiting  of  an  intensely  sour  fluid ;  vomit- 
ad  three  diflbrent  times ;  the  fluid  vomited 
is  BO  sour  that  the  teeth  are  set  on  edge. 
Constant  eructations  of  a  yery  sour  fluid. 
Smctations  constant;  dull,  heavy,  aching 
distress  in  the  stomach  ;  very  severe,  sharp 
pains  in  the  stomach  all  day  and  night; 
constant  distress  in  the  epigastric  region, 
with  catting  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bow- 
els, and  a  good  deal  of  rambling ;  burning 
distress  in  the  stomach  and  region  of  the 
gall  bladder.  Feeling  very  faint  and 
weary;  no  ambition;  very  low  spirited; 
bowels  generally  constipated.  These  symp- 
toms were  produced  by  chewing  the  green 
bark,  commencing  with  10  grains,  and  in- 
creasing the  dose  until  I  took  50  grains. 

Clinical  Remarks.    Miss  L ,  aged  20  ; 

temperament  is  nervous  bilious,  with  a  little 
of  the  lymphatic.  Menstruates  every  three 
weeks  profusely.  Complains  of  a  constant, 
dull,  heavy,  squeezing  pain  in  the  stomach 
after  every  meal.    The  distress  is  so  great 


that  she  cries  every  day  with  it  Stomach 
is  generally  sour;  bowels  very  eostive; 
great  deal  of  pain  in  the  lumbar  region ; 
obliged  to  keep  her  bed  most  of  the  day. 
Hands  and  feet  are  very  cold.  Cannot  eat 
over  a  single  meal  a  day,  it  puts  her  In  such 
agony.  I  tried  faithfully  Nux.,  Pals.,  Aeon., 
Sulph.,  Ars.,  Ferrum,  Hydrastrine,  Macro- 
tine  and  Caulophylline,  without  the  least 
benefit.  I  then  gave  her  Robinia^  four  drops 
at  a  dose,  three  times  a  day.  In  four  days 
she  was  perfectly  free  from  pain.  It  is  now 
three  months,  and  she  is  still  free  from  the 
distress,  and  can  eat  all  kinds  of  food. 
This  is  the  longest  period  she  has  been  free 
from  pain  in  her  stomach  for  three  years. 
Two  allopathic,  one  eclectic,  and  one 
homoeopathic  physician  tried  faithfully  to 
cure  her,  and  all  failed.  I  regard  it  as  one 
of  the  best  cures  I  ever  made.  I  have  given 
it  a  great  number  of  times  for  sour  stomach 
with  good  results.  I  have  never  had  such 
good  satisfaction  from  any  other  remedy  in 
acidity  of  the  stomach. 

In  gastric  headache  Arom  a  sour  stomach, 
caused  by  fat  meat,  gravies,  flatulent  food, 
cabbage,  turnips,  warm  bread,  pastry,  ice 
cream,  raw  fruit,  dtc.,  I  would  like  our  phy- 
sicians to  try  this  remedy.  I  can  assure 
them  they  will  not  regret  it.  I  have  cured 
two  cases  of  chronic  sick  headache  with  it. 
It  has  been  four  months  since,  and  they  re- 
main perfectly  well.  I  would  like  to  report 
these  cases,  but  my  space  is  too  limited.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark  that  BoHnia  acts  the 
best  where  the  patients  are  irrUaible, 


TRANSLATED  ARTICLES. 

Notes  from  Practice,  by  Flouav  Bibsok,  Homcee 
pathio  PhyBioian  at  Sohoenberg.— From  Western 
uom.  Observer. 

EXTERNAL  USE  OF  APIS  MSLLIFICA. 
iContinuedfrom  pcige  82.) 
There  was  dryness  in  the  throat,  feeling 
of  soreness  under  the  upper  part  of  the 
sternum,  respiration  fatiguing  and  quick. 
When  a  violent  attack  of  coughins  comes  on 
he  becomes  blue  in  the  face,  and  Is  swollen. 
Percussion  reveals  only  a  weak  sound  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  left  chest,  under  the 
clavicle,  and  auscultation  detects  slight 
bronchial  respiration  during  inspiration  and 
coughing.  There  is  also  pain  with  stifihess 
of  the  neck,  extending  to  a  point  between 
the  shoulders.    In  other  respects  there  is 
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nothiDg  particularly  worthy  of  note,  ex- 
cepting a  herpes  circinnatus  on  the  interior 
part  of  the  right  hand  joint.  As  the  patient 
was  discouraged  with  all  medicinal  treat- 
ment, I  proposed  the  application  of  the  Le- 
benswecker,  to  which  he  assented.  He  was 
Baunscheidted  on  the  neck  and  between 
the  scapulas,  also  on  the  fore  part  of  the 
throat,  and  in  the  intercostal  spaces,  parts 
being  rubbed  well  with  Apis  oil.  The  usual 
appearances  presented,  viz :  redness,  swel- 
ling, itching,  and  burning  of  the  punctures ; 
but  during  the  night  the  cough  increased 
and  was  accompanied  with  insomnia.  From 
the  second  day,  howerer,  improvement  com- 
menced. 

After  ten  days  the  operation  was  repeated, 
and  again  the  first  night  after  there  was 
increased  cough  and  sleeplesness,  which  was 
again  follow^  by  continued  improvement. 
After  the  third  application  the  cough  dis- 
appeared, and  the  herpes  on  the  hand, 
which  had  also  been  Baunscheidted,  had 
also  vanished. 

Case  IV.  E.  L.,  in  Schoenberg,  was  vac- 
cinated in  her  fifth  year,  and  at  the  same 
time  experienced  a  severe  fall.  Soon  after- 
ward her  ankle  joint  became  infiamed,  which 
the  father  attributed  to  the  vaccination ; 
though  the  mother  believed  it  to  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  fall.  Tbe  inflammation  in- 
creased, and  suppuration,  through  injudi- 
cious treatment,  resulted  in  an  abscess 
which  opened  in  several  places,  and  from 
which  seyeral  pieces  of  bone  were  dis- 
charged. After  using  plaster,  salves  and 
baths  for  nearly  two  years,  cicatrization 
took  place,  leaving,  however,  deep  scars. 
In  her  eighth  year  she  suffered  from  con- 
tinued chills  for  three  months,  and  remained 
omhealtby  for  half  a  year  after. 

From  the  fifteenth  year,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  menstrual  period,  which 
was  regular,  she  remained  healthy  until  the 
present  month,  on  the  twentieth  of  which, 
being  the  whole  day  poorly  clothed,  and 
exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  weather, 
she  contract^  a  rheumatic  fever,  accom- 
panied by  bmous  symptoms.  When  the 
latter  were  allayed,  the  rheumatism  con- 
tinued— the  right  side  of  the  body  being 
mostly  affected. 

No  joint  was  excepted,  and  frequently 
several  were  attacked.  She  was  sent  to  the 
hospital,  where  her  disease  became  chronic 
under  Allopathic  treatment.  She  finally 
became  partly  paralysed ;  the  glands  of  the 
throat  commenced  swelling  and  suppurated 
iu  three  diffierent  places.  Her  menses 
ceased,  and  the  patient  became  emaciated 
as  a  skeleton.  By  the  use  of  camphor  mix- 
tures, powders  and  vesicants,  suppuration 
continnecC  to  such  an  extent  that  many  of 
the  muscles  of  the  neck  were  involved. 
When,  after  many  months,  there  was  no  im- 


provement, the  patient  was  left  without  me- 
dicine for  eight  weeks. 

I  saw  this  unfortunate  person  several 
times — and,  having  requested,  received  per- 
mission to  use  the  Lebenswecker  with  the 
applicatien  of  Apis  oU. 

Status  pr<Baens,—''She  patient  is  lying  like 
a  skeleton  on  her  back,  her  hair  cut  short 
on  account  of  the  vermin  which  constant 
washing  could  not  destroy.    There  are  three 
ulcers  on  the  neck,  with  callous  borders, 
discharging  ichorous  matter,  several  cervickl 
glands  the  size  of  a  walnut  and  as  hard  as 
stone,*  can    be  perceived ;    thirst   normal ; 
appetite  good ;  the  right  arm  at  the  elbow 
joint  is  much  swollen  and  semi-flexed,  it 
being  impossible  to  straighten  it  on  account 
of  the  shortening  of   the    tendons.      The 
wrists  and  meta-carpal  joints  of  both  hands 
are  rigid.    The  fingers  of  the  right  hand  are 
closed,  extension  being  impossible,  whUe 
the  fingers  of  the  left  can  be  straightened 
by  a  second  person,  but  contract  immediate- 
ly.   The  upper  extremities  are  quite  power- 
less, the  patient  cannot  grasp  anything,  and 
has  to  be  fed ;  both  palms  are  turned  more 
to  the  inside,  and  are  quite  cold.    The  lower 
extremities,  particularly  of  the  right  side, 
are  extremely  emaciated,    and    cannot  be 
moved  at  all,  being  very  cold  and  dirty ; 
blue  spots  are  observed  on  several  parts. 
The  knee,  foot  and  large  toe  joints  are 
swollen  froin  the  former  vesicants,  and  are 
painful  to  the  touch,  or  when  being  moyed. 
Sitting  is  impossible,  on  account  of  severe 
pain  in  the  back ;  upon  rubbing  with  both 
thumbs  down  the  spine,  the  greatest  sensi- 
tiveness is  in  the  region  of  the  tup,  on  the 
third  to  fourth  lumbar  vertebrsB.    There  is 
great  constipation^  the  bowels  being  moved 
once  in  eight  to  ten  days ;  the  passage  of 
urine  is  very  tardy,  and,  in  spite  t>f  all 
efibrt,  lasts  from  ten  to  fiftoen  minutes — the 
urine,  however,  being  normal  in  color.    Tke 
skin  is  dry  over  the  whole  body,  and  is 
dirty  and  withered.     The  pulse  60.  with 
rheumatic  palsy  of  the  extremities,  and  exu- 
dation in  the  joints. 

The  use  of  the  Lebenswecker  was  com- 
menced on  the  ISth  of  August,  by  operating 
on  the  whole  back,  especially  near  Uie  hips, 
the  upper  and  lower  extremities;  all  the 
joints  were  then  rabbed  thoroughly  with 
Apis  oil.  This  was  done  once  in  ten  days, 
and  so  continued  until  the  end  of  November, 

After  the  second  application,  an  improve- 
ment was  noticed  ;  the  ulcers  on  the  neck 
healed  in  four  weeks,  and  the  swollen  glands 
disappeared  at  the  same  time ;  sensitiveness, 
and  the  power  of  moving  returned  without 
pain  in  hands  and  feet. 

This  poor  unfortunate  being  finally  reco- 
vered and  became  possessed  of  quite  8 
healthy  appearance.  She  not  only  was  able 
to  move,  but  could  remain  out  of  bed.    Ii 
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he  month  of  October-  she  could  walk  on  siveness.    In  the  March  number  of  the  i2#- 

crutches,  and  became  more  fleshy,  and  im-  vwu;,an  anonymous  writer  says,  that  if  "  Dr. 

proved  so  decidedly  that  her  muscles  became  tt^i^  „^„,  ^   „«  f^  t>u;i„  j«i^i,j„  t^«  tT««««^ 

strong,  and  the  arms  and  the  hips  became  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  '«  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Hering 

quite  round.    Although  the  upper  part  of  would    open  his  iron  safe,  where,  secure 

her  body  had  so  much  improved,  the  lower  from  fire,  he  has  arranged  the  manuscript 

extremities,  from  the  knee  down,  especially  ^f  confirmed  provings  of  more  remedies  than 

the  right  foot,  were  still  weak  and  somewhat  *t.T»*     ../tvttinv-*u       vxx        x 

emaciated.    With  her  general  improvement,  ^^«  Professor  (Dr.  Hale)  has  thought  to  put 

her  menses  returned  and  becaoje  profuse,  "pon  his  list     Here  he  would  probably  find 

although  they  appeared  every  two  weeks,  the  most  extensive  provings  of  Qelseminum, 

and  continued  from  six  to  eight  days.  and  many  of  the  *  new-fangled  *  remedies 

The  cure  was  postponed  until  the  end  of  ^            j^    .^  ^^     .    ^.            ^^       .    ^ 

November,  partly  on  account  of  thg  latter  "     *^v"*«  «*«  "*"*  »"  ^*^  "^"  «x«,««x.»  «»^ 

circumstance,  partly  because  my  time  was  dica." 

taken  up  with  other  business.  We  happen  to  know  that  when  engaged 

Without  any  further  medical  attendance  ^po^  i^ig  monograph   on  Gelseminum,  Dr. 

IStw'i^rrX^^nTn^aTs'eorZt  Hale  earnestly  solicited  from  Dr.  HeriB^ 

matism  occurred.    The  patient  retained  her  any  provings  and  clinical  notes  which  might 

healthy  appearance,  and  the  functions  of  the  be  in  his  possession.     He  also  has  solicited 

body  were  normal.     She  practiced    daily  j^jg  ^id  in  getting  together  the  provings  of 

with  her  crutches  in  the  room,  and  embroi-  xr      t>        j-      u  ♦       *^  ti.:-  a^^^  t^«  tt*» 

dered  industriously,  although  her  thumb  and  ^^^  Remedies,  but  up  to  this  date  Dr.  Her- 

the  first  finger  of  the  right  hand  are  yet  ing  has  not  made  any  answer.    Probably 

weak,  the  needle  having  to  be  held  with  the  during  the  next  hundred  years  the  provings 

middle  part  of  the  finger    which  is  rather  a  alluded  to  may  appear  in  the  pages  of  some 

difficult  performance.    She  is  very  happy  to  ^              .        ^i  x^  v    «..».i.^^  -«.»  ««v 

be  relieved  from  her  helpless  position,  and  ^«^°^^^  J^^^°*^'  ^^  ^®  translated  and  pub- 

to  have  the  upper  part  of  her  body  in  a  lished  in  this  country  sometime  during  the 

healthy  condition.  20th  century. 

In  the  month  of  May  I  commenced  again  g^^h  exclusiveness  does  not  suit  the  Amer- 

witb  the  Lebenswecker  at  intervals  of  twelve  •  j      t^  •   *             *•    i      a        -~^- 

days,  and  the  patient  is  at  present  entirely  ^f «  ™^°<1-    ^^  is  too  practical  and  progres- 

healthy,  fresh  looking,  and  fat   in  every    sive.  * 

sense  of  the  word 

All  her  funcUons  are  normal,  and  she  sews  ^  Podophtllum  in  Camp  Di^bhba   awj> 

and  embroiders  industriously.    She  has,  of  Chbohic  Diarbhea.— Dr.  V.  W.  Bunderlin 

course,  to  lead  a  sedentary  life,  but  there  8«y«  that  in  Alabama,  dunng  the  summer  of 

is  no  pain  or  swelling  of  the  joints— in  one  1?62,  he  found  Podophyllum  very  efflc^ 

word,  fi-om  the  head  to  the  knee,  she  is  ciousm  treating  the  diarrhea  which  prettied 

2uite  well.    The  lower  extremities  are  thin;  V]  ^amp  and  since  then  has  used  it  consldera- 

le  right  more  so  than  the  left.    In  the  ^[J  ^]^^  excellent  success  in  diarrhea  of  a 

dmytime  her  limbs  feel  more  cold,  in  bed,  chronic  character. 

however,  they  become  warm  easily,  and  she  [We  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  fiponi  Dr. 

can  move  her  feet  as  she  pleases;  when,  W.  S.  Cornelius,  for  publication,  a  report  of 

however,  the  right  leg  is  lifted,  for  example,  «•  remarkable  cure  of  Chronic  Diarrhea,  re- 

to  walk,  the  foot  hangs  powerless,  and  is  not  ^«™d  ^^  ^y  ^'"^  ^^  conversation  some  time 

able  to  support  the  body.      I  intend  to    since.]       K 

further  continue  for  several  months  the  ap-  ^                    ^    «  «     ,.  ,            ,.««^ 

plications  to  ascertain  if  Api$  is  able  to  cure  .   Pektussis.— Dr.  E.  Burdick  say?:  "There 

this  case  completely,  or  if  it  will  be  neces-  "  ^^^  remedy  which  I  have  used  with  entire 

lary  to  use  other  Homoeopathic  remedies;  success  in  hundreds  of  cases,  either  cutting 

but  so  far  I  believe  that  I  have  a  right  to  *"®  disease  suddenly  short  or  ameliorating 

assert  that  Apis  has  effected  wonders  by  its  the  'severity  of  the  attack— namely,  CMi- 

external  application.  d(mtum  majus.    I  have  had,  in  a  few  cases,  to 

(Tb  be  continued,)  resort  to  cuprum  after  the  chelidon.  If  there 

is  any  better  remedy,  let  us  have  it  through 

the  columns  of  the  Obsbrvbb." 
Far  the  Homceopaihlc  OUerver.  ^e  would  direct  the  attention  of  Dr.  Bur- 
THE  REVIEW  vs.  DR.  HALE.  dick  to  Mephitis  putortous,  and  CoraUium  ru- 
in a  late  number  of  the  Obsbrveb,  Dr.  brunts  and  hope  that  our  physcians  vrill  re- 
Hale,  in  alluding  to  New  Remedies,  advert-  port  their  experience  in  the  treatment  of 
ed  to  Dr.  Hering  and  his  apparent  exclu-  this  form  of  cough. 


AiE8mS€A» 


'$WlH^^€i^H 


.;» 


**  I  pnMnt  70a  with  a  Truth  long  fought  for,  s  principle  of  etemal  nature,  I  avpeal  to  eztotlBg 
fMta  alone  to  conyinee  yon;  and  when  a  oonsoientioas  and  complete  counse  of  study  ihall  crown  your 
reaeareheg  with  sneeeia,  then,  as  I  hare  done,  bleis  Prorldenoe  for  the  immenie  beneftictlon  he  baa  allowed 
to  deaoend  upon  the  earth  through  my  humble  ageaey,  for  I  have  been  but  a  feeble  in«trument  of  tha 
Omnipotenee,  before  which  we  all  bow  in  humility."  HAHNBMANH . 
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EDITORIAL  NOTICES. 

Hahnemann  Hedical  College-    The 

annual  Bummer  coarse  of  lectures  for  the 
year  1864  commenced  on  the  12th  day  of 
Aprilj  and  continues  until  the  first  of  July. 
The  course  will  comprise  a  series  of  lectures 
by  members  of  the  Faculty.  The  entire 
course  is  gratuitous  to  medical  students  and 
practitioners.  Letters  of  inquiry  may  be 
addressed  to  A.  £.  Small,  M.  D.,  Dean,  of 
the  Faculty,  or  0.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Regis- 
trar. 

SdmoDopathic  Hedical  Aisociation  of 

niifiAJa-  The  tenth  annual  meeting  will 
convene  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
168  Clark  street,  Chicago,  on  Tuesday  the 
17th  day  of  May  next.  A  full  attendance 
and  pleasant  occasion  are  anticipated. 


Iba  American  Homooopathic  Beview 

for  April  contains  obituary  notices  of  Dr. 
0.  YOQ  BosvLvAnghanBeD,  by  Carroll  Daoham, 


M.  D.,  Dr.  C.  von  Boenninghausen,  by  Ad. 
Lippe,  M.  D. ;  Apis  mellifica  in  Scarlatina 
Maligna,  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Nankivell ;  A  Case  of 
Phlebitis,  by  H.  Robmson,  Jr.,  M.  D. ;  A 
Reply  to  Dr.  Bayes'  Answer,  by  Ad.  Lippe, 
M.  D. ;  Lachnanthes  tinctoria,  Proving  by 
Ad.  Lippe.  M.  D. ;  Aloes,  translated  tram 
Bering's  "Amerikanische  Arzneiprufungen," 
T.  F.  Allen,  M»  D. ;  Proceedings  of  Societies, 
Obituary  notices  of  Dr.  John  A.  Tarbell  and 
Dr.  Wm.  E.  Hallock. 

Western  HonKBopathic  College.   The 

past  session  has  been  fraught  with  unusual 
success.  The  class  numbered  68,  and  of 
the  number,  22  graduated  with  honor. 
Among  these  were  three  intelligent  and 
scholarly  ladies, — the  last  of  their  sex  most 
probably  to  be  honored  with  a  diploma  ftom 
the  College.  Prof.  Betterly,  who  gave  hia 
initial  course  on  Materia  Medica,  ac- 
quitted himself  with  deserved  praise.  The 
Trustees  and  Facnlty  are  on  the  eve  of  se- 
curing a  new  and  more  commodious  location 
for  the  College.  The  erection  of  a  new  hof- 
pital  by  the  city  the  present  year  will,  it  it 
confidently  expected,  afford  enlarged  facili- 
ties for  clinical  instruction  the  coming  ses- 
sion. 

To  those  of  our  fHends  who  have  applied 
to  us  for  the  Catalogue  of  the  Western 
Homooopathic  College,  we  beg  leave  to  say 
that  none  has  been  issued  yet. 

(Britidi)     Homcoopathic     Obierver* 

April  1864,  contents.^Editorial  encourage- 
ment. The  question  of  dose  by  Dr.  Bayea  v 
Rheumatic  feveT,  pei\cax^\\.\%)  «sA  vci«QSfi«! 
nia,  by  Dr.  Jobn  D^mmoiiA^  "&^\.w  «ft^  ^ 
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Etiology  of  Cancer,  bj  Dr.  C.  H.  Blackley; 
Ro^ew  of  Dr.  Ryan  on  Homoeopatic  Ibfl- 
Qitesimal  doses  and  their  aoalogaes  in  na- 
ture; Medical  Intelligence,  etc.,  etc. 

BritiBh  Journal    of   HonuBopathy. 

April  1864— contains  the  following  articles : 
Dr.  Langhein  on  the  mnsk- symptoms  of 
the  pare  Materia  Medloa;  Dr.  Mac  Gil- 
christ on  the  state  of  the  brain  in  sleep; 
Animalcules  in  diseased  blo^,  by  Dr. 
Both;  Cases  of  Neuralgia,  by  Dr.  R. 
.  Hughes;  The  Homoeopathic  Treatment 
of  Epilepsy,  by  Dr.  Baerth;  Homoeo- 
pathic Infinitesimal  Doses,  by  Dr.  Ryan. 
Danqel  and  Banting  on  Corpulence ;  Nunez 
<m  Tarantula-poison ;  Chapman  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  Diseases  by  Local  Application  of 
Gold  and  Heat;  McLaughlin  on  Syphilis; 
Moore  on  the  Homoeopathic  Treatment  of 
Diseases  of  Dogs ;  Dr.  C.  Drysdale  on  Mer- 
cury ;  History  of  Homoeopathy  in  America; 
Manganese  in  diseases  of  the  stomach ;  Calc. 
carb.  in  Pressiye  Frontal  Headache  and  Ver- 
tigo ;  Cure  by  Nitrate  of  Silver ;  Digitalis 
in  Cardiac  Disease ;  New  Treatment  of  Gun- 
jhot  and  Penetrating  Wounds ;  Oil  of  Male- 
Fern  for  Tape-Worm ;  On  Trichina  Spiralis ; 
Self-supporting  Dispensary;  Chronic  Irri- 
tability^  of  Fauces  cured  by  Lachesis ;  Flesh- 
worm  Disease  in  Germany ;  Larelle's  Remedy 
for  Gout  and  Rheumatism;  Treatment  of 
Rheumatism  with  Sulphur;  Cantharides  in 
Vesicular  Erysipelas;  Reduction  of  Stran- 
gulated Hernia  by  India-rubber  Bands ;  Pa- 
pulo-versicular  eruption  caused  by  Morphia ; 
Calabar  Bean  and  its  effects  on  the  eye ; 
Fissure  of  Anus  cured  by  Dilatation ;  De*ath 
of  Dr.  Von  BOnninghausen. 

Western    Honueopaihio    Observer. 

April  1864,  contents :  Compound  com- 
minuted fracture  of  the  Humerus,  etc.,  by 
S.  A.  Merrell,  M.  D.;  Vaccination,  its  failures, 
by  H.  W.  Stennett,  M.  D. ;  A  labor  with* 
prolapsus  of  the  funis  and  transverse  presen- 
tation treated  by  posture  and  manipulation, 
"by  Joseph  Martin,  M.  D.  Urocmic  convul- 
sions and  diphtheria,  by  H. ;  The  contrast— 
a  case  by  £.  Potter,  M.  D. ;  Editorials,  etc., 
etc. 


ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  lOF  OUR  INDIG- 
EJ70US  REMEDIES. 

BY    E.  M.  HALE,  M.  D., 

ProfeMor  of  Materia  Medioa  in  Hahaetaaiin  Medi- 
cal College,  Chieago,  DL 

The  Homoeopathic  is  the  most  splendid 
Materia  Medica  in  existence.  Before  Hahne- 
mann, all  viras  either  mere  theory,  crude 
conjecture,  or  imperfect  empirical  observa- 
tion. 

But  Hahnemann,  teaching  that  all  know- 
ledge of  the  action  of  drugs  upon  the  aick, 
must  come  from  our  knowledge  of  theii 
effects  upon  the  healthy,  built  up  a 
Materia  Medica  which  alone  would  have 
conferred  upon  him  an  immortal  name 
in  the  annals  of  medicine.  His  fol- 
lowers have,  treading  in  his  footsteps, 
still  further  extended  our  exact  and  scien- 
tific knowledge  of  the  action  of  medicines, 
until  none  of  the  rival  schools  can  show 
such  a  reliable  collection  of  facts  and  obser- 
vations as  is  embodied  in  our  latest  works 
in  that  depai*tment.  It  is  true  that  they 
contain  many  imperfections,  but  when  com- 
pared with  the  errors  which  abound  in  the 
writings  of  the  dominant  school,  we  feel 
gratified  with  our  progress.  They  have  im- 
proved in  all  but  Materia  Medica,  It  is  our 
vocation  to  perfect  that  most  important 
branch  of  medicine. 

But  we  should  not  be  content  with  the  po- 
sition we  have  gained.  Until  we  can  con- 
quer '^  all  the  ills  flesh  is  heir  to,"  we  should 
strive  to  extend  our  knowledge  of  the  quali- 
ties of  remedial  agents. 

We  are  all  aware  that  there  are  many  dis- 
eases, many  pathological  conditions,  and 
many  abnormal  symptoms,  which  we  meet  in 
practice,  for  which  we  have  as  yet  no  known 
specific — DO  proven  remedy  which  is  the 
eimUium  of  the  diseased  state. 

It  may  be  said  by  some  over  sanguine  as 
to  the  resources  of  our  pres^it  Materia 
Medica,  that  this  is  not  a  real  want — that  the 
remedy  might  therein  be  found  if  we  would 
study  more  diligently,  and  master  the  mate- 
rial we  now  have.  On  the  contrary,  we 
have  the  testimony  of  some  of  our  most  dis- 
tinguished masters  of  the  art,  that  we  have 
no  medicine  proven  which  will  annihilate 
the  cancerous  dyscrasia ;  srrest  the  progress 
of  B right's  disease ;  cure  such  cranio  le- 
sions as  softening  of  the  brain,  or  hypertro- 
phy of  the  heart,  or  break  up  the  progress 
of  a  typhoid  after  the  malady  has  once  fixed 
itself  in  the  system. 

I  have  heard  some  of  the  oldest  and  most 
accomplished  physicians  in  our  school  com- 
plain that  there  are  certain  symptoms  of  an 
annoying  nature  for  which  we  have  no  prov- 
en remedy  ;  or,  if  the  symptoms  were  ap- 
parently found  in  our  Materia  Medica,  the 
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drag  failed  to  cure,  because  the  ether  symp-  cures  tcUh  ut^>roven  nudtdnet,  odmimMUnd  in 

loms  did  not  correspond.  for^e  dotes. 

It  is  the  aim  of  this  paper  to  point  out  the  8.    Therefore,  each  eures  were  Bomwepaihie, 

impoitance  of  appreciating  and  understand-  t  e»,  made  liy  virtue  of  out  peeuUat  law  of  cure* 

ing  the  Yirtaes  of  some  of  our  indigenous  Those  who  will  not  accept  the  correctoess 

remedies,  and  to  stimulate  that  spirit  of  in-  of  this  reasoning,  are  not  true  Homoeopt- 

Teotigation    into    the   properties  of    such  thists;    for,    by    disputing    it,  they  deny 

agents,  which  some  of  the  best  minds  of  the  our  fundamental  doctrine.    Homoeopathisti 

profession  now  entertain.    I  shall  also  try  sometimes  forget,  that  to  deny  the  existenot 

to  show  wherein  the  Hahnemannian  Materia  of  cures    made   by   physicians    of    other 

Medica  is  deficient,  and  to  point  out  those  schools,  is  indirectly  to  deny  the  doctrint 

diseases  for  which  we  need  more  remedial  which  our  great  founder  enunciated, 

agents  to  meet  their  yarious  complications ;  This  leads  us  to  another  consideration,  and 

and  to  make  brief  allusion  to  certain  medi-  that  is  the  subject  of  dote : 

dnes,  principally  of  an  indigenous  origin,  It  is  asserted  by  many  of  our  school  that 

which  may  proTe  of  value — ^by  aiding  us  in  the  reduction  in  the  size  of  the  dose,  fol* 

that  "  chief  end  and  aim  of  all  true  phjsi-  lowed  necessarily  upon  the  discovery  of  oar 

ciaiis,"  the  healing  of  the  sick,  law  of  cure.    We  admit  this  to  a  cert^  ex* 

It  is  an  important  doctrine  of  our  school,  tent,  but  we  do  not  admit,  nor  will  any  sano 

that  no  physician  thould  ute  a  medicine  unlets  man,  that  no  drug  can  cure  until  it  is  atten* 

a  haejirtt  been  proven  on  the  healthy;  in  other  uated  up  to  a  certain  point.    If  crude  drugs 

words,  that  we  must  first  have  a  pathogene-  cannot  cure,  then  Hahnemann's  pretended 

sis  before  we  can  administer  a  drug.  cures  of  colicodynia  with  4  grain  doses  of 

While  I  admit,  and  shall  teach,  that  we  Veratrum  Alb. ;  of  dysentery  and  vertigo 

should  have  a  thorough  symptomatic  and  ^^^^  Arnica,  in  6  and  8  grain  doses,  and 

pathological    proving    of    every    remedial  svphilis  with  material  doses  of  Merc.  Sol., 

agent,  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  denounce  the  ^^e  all  fictitious.    Indeed,  our  great  master 

use  of  any  ajjent  when  such  use  is  based  «^'»»^»i  all  throuojh  his  writings,  that  cindo 

upon  veritable  expeHence  with  it  in  disease,  doses  do  cure  diseases,  but  he  objects  to 

Hahnemann  had  no  proving  of  Verat  Alb.  ^V^^lVf^'^r^nL''^  *^^  aggravations  they 

when  he  made  hi.  first  »plendid  cures  with  ^^\  'f^J  '^^^^^^  ,^^  ^^^^  ^,  ^^ 

that  potent  medicine.    Okie  used  the  Hama-  Homoeopathists,  when  I  assert  that  material 

Sl™Zt??riLTt?nnriHhi^^^  doses  do  curo  disoasos  homceopathlcally ; 

some  obstinate  conditions  with  it.    Kitchen  ^     ^  ^              ^.       j       gtrongly  inolm 

knew  nothmg  of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  .    ,,     oniaion  exnresaed  bv  all  exnerienfied 

Iris  versicolor  when  he  treated  diarrhoea  and  „^l„f  ^P'^^^nnf  ^nV^^^  thJih^^u^^ 

sick-headache  so   satisfactorily   with   that  pl^Jsicians  of  our  school  that  the  nearer  we 

plant.    Douglas  knew  but  very  little  of  Gel-  Tl'TlA'' t^^t^^ 

^minum,  when  he  first  found  out  its  valua-  ^LlT^l^^m  w^o^^^^^ 

ble  action  in  fevers;  and  the  Baptisiawas  Access  T"^^^^^^ 

utterly  unknown  to  us,  when  some  layman  exDression 

first  Mcertained  ite  wonderful  curative  ac-  J^^^^  ^^  'ten-thonsanth  breaks  the  chain  allk».»» 

tion  in  typhoids.    We  have   no   accurate  m^  «,ov^  fi,.»  «^«ff«,.  «,.n«^  «i«««  ^t.a  ^«. 

.^»i.^«.««J<.fl  ^#n».,i»»T.„ii»»>  «.»<■ /..i»»  yin>.  To  make  the  matter  more  plain  ana  cer« 

But  there  are  otherf  an/l  think  logical,  &,7^oJ^ed  «P*"  "*"  ^"^'^  '»™'^ 

rewoM  why  we  are  justified  in  using  medi-  «     J^      .       •,          j^^   ,           g^^ 

dne.  when  we  have  only  their  uso .«  morb.»  ^^^ ,/„,  %^^^^^^  ^                    »  ••  «*»"• 

W?  aU  Itolieye  that  there  hare  been  cures  2.    The  dominant  school   hare  efibcted 

made  by  the  dominant  school;  that  the  rem-  ^«"'*^'«  "="«»  ^"^  ^»*""^  ^«>*«*  ,„ 

•di«r  which  tw  haTradminisS.red  hftTo  '*    Therefore,  material  doses  will  car* 

^Ito^   ymjtoms  Md  ^oloS  condU  d"?"*  "^^f «'  the  HomcBopathic  law  of  cur. 

tion..    We  cSuId  not  deny  this,  for  our  own  ,.  J.%TrfJi«*  it  ^^i?««*  w'h«n  ^iwf 

_•■          ..               ,.         A    J*  i.         .  J  AU  that  1  advise,  in  all  cases  when  possiDle. 

^^V^n/r  h^  h«nvf  rJi„Vrl,S«  ^^'^^^  ^«  ""o  modicines  whose  effects  upon 

reports  found  in  their  books,  records  made  j^    ^    ,  j^            ^            ^  recorded,  wd 

iLwT"              conscientious    observers,  ^^^^  guch  medicines  be  given  in  as  »;;<«» 

Wh  A'SPfrrrrmAnTtLn   .nn  h«  r«  ^^^o  »«  ^iU  effect  a  cure.    But  at  the  same 

Wne  whole    argument,  tnen,  can   be  re-  x?^^     ▼   ^»:»f»«»    *v«*  «,«>  «««   •:/*%.f#'nii«> 

daced  to  the  following  logical  formula :  '^™®'    ^   maintain    that  we  can  Rightfully 

v.%^  w  W.1V  xv7ii^/»  «o  vj,iv«»    xviiuM  ** .  ^j^^  successfully  use  drugs  upon  strictly  em- 

1.  There  it  but  one  law  of  cure.  Similt  Sim-  pirical  data,  based  upon  accurate  obset^^ 
iLiBus  CuRkviuR,  and  no  curet  can  be  effected  tion,  and  that  ^'O  ca.i\  i\^v\i\i^\^  m^^  ts^^'V 
except  under  that  law,  rate  material  doses,  a.T\(5L  -^eX.  xioX.  y\^J»^A> 

2.  Other  e^oois  of  medicine  have  effected  the  slightest  our  ^Tea\.\a.^  o^  ^Tix^. 
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Those  who  have  read  my  ArtieU  on  Dote  in 
the  Iforth  Amnioan  Jmtmal,  will  more  f  ally 
anderitand  the  view  I  take  of. this  matter. 
Ko  physician  can  fully  appreciate  the  value 
<tf  oertain  new  remedies  until  he  has  tested 
them  in  disease.  In  some  forms  of  fever, 
we  find  that  Aconite  will  not  be  specific  to 
the  morbid  condition ;  but  when  we  resort 
to  Gelseminum,  the  febrile  irritation  van- 
iihea  as  before  the  wand  of  the  magician. 
In  certain  typhoid  states,  Belladonna,  Bry- 
enia  and  Bhus  tox  are  powerless,  but  the 
curative  principle  residing  in  the  Baptiaia 
root  seizes  upon  the  typhoid  poison  in  the 
•  blood  and  exterminates  it. 

Those  who  have  had  much  to  do  with  bil- 
ious disorders,  dysenteries,  etc.,  have  often 
been  left  in  the  lurch  by  Mercurius,  Nux 
Vomica  or  Bryonia,  but  a  resort  to  Po- 
dophyUin  or  Leptandrin  has  helped  them 
through  with  the  most  desperate  cases.  The 
treatment  of  that  terrible  scourge  of  our 
soldiers,  chronic  diarrhcea,  would  be  very 
imperfect  and  unsatisfactory,  did  we  not  use 
the  Leptandria  Virginica. 

In  the  diarrhoea  and  cholera  infantum, 
which  yearly  carries  thousands  of  our  be- 
loved littie  ones  to  the  grave,  those  excellent 
remedies,  Chamomilla,  Mercurius,  Arseni- 
cum and  Yeratrum  do  often  fail,  while  we 
can  sometimes  resort  with  confidence  to  Eu- 
phorbia Cor.,  Iris  Ver.  or  Podophllum  with 
perfect  success. 

In  Pneumonia,  we  rarely,  if  ever,  can  ab- 
sdlutely  cut  short  the  progress  of  infiamma- 
tion  with  Aconite  and  Bryonia,  Phosphorus 
or  Tartar  Emetic ;  while  I  solemnly  assert 
that  with  Yeratrum  Viride  I  have  arreted 
the  inflammatory  process  after  it  had  be- 
come established,  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  day 
of  the  disease. 

Who  has  not  found  acute  rheumatism  in- 
tractable under  the  careful  use  of  Bryonia 
and  Bhusi  Yet  we  have  often  resorted  to 
the  Cimicifuga,  with  a  result  beyond  our 
most  sanguine  expectations.  In  ehronie  rheu- 
matism, all  the  old  remedies  may  be  "  tried 
and  found  wanting,"  yet  the  Phytolacca, 
dec,  will  dissipate  the  malady  in  a  short 
time;  indeed,  in  the  so-called  periotteal 
rheumatism,  whether  it  be  syphilitic  or  not, 
it  Is  an  absolute  specific. 

In  some  diseases  of  the  heart.  Digitalis 
will  not  have  the  desired  efiect,  neither  will 
Bpigelia,  Aconite  or  Lachesis ;  but  the  Cim- 
icutiga,  Verat  Viride  or  Lycopus,  will  quiet 
its  tempestuous  beating,  and  regulate  its  ab- 
normal action. 

Some   cases   of  general   debility   resist 

China,  Phosphoric  Acid    and   Arsenicum, 

but  yield  readily  to  Hydrastin,  Helonin  or 

ComuB  Florida.    In  active  arterial  hemor- 

rbagm,  Aconite,  fiabina,  Crocus,  and  other 

approved  medicinea,  fail  to  arrest  the  waste 

^f  rital  Said,  while  Erigeron  Canadensis, 


Trillium  Pendulum  or  Sangninaria,  will  stop 
the  outflowing  current  and  close  up  the  ave- 
nues of  its  escape.  In  the  treatment  of  ven- 
ous hemorrhage,  who  would  like  to  dis- 
pense with  Hamamelis  and  rely  solely  upon- 
Pulsatilla  1 

We  have  some  excellent  remedies,  which 
do  us  good  service  in  the  management  of 
those  distressing  maladies  to  which  females 
are  liable.  We  could  hardly  dispense  with 
Chamomilla,  Pulsatilla,  Ignatia,  Sepia,  or 
Cofiea ;  but  who  that  ever  tested  the  virtuea 
of  Canlophyllum,  Macrotin  or  Scuttellaria 
upon  the  suffering  organisms  of  his  delicate 
patients,  would  like  to  reject  them,  because 
they  have  not  been  extensively  proven  % 

Our  remedies  are  generally  useftil  in  the 
treatment  of  the  severest  urinary  disorders ; 
yet  I  have  known  cases  which  have  resisted 
the  action  of  Cantharis,  and  others  yield  hi 
a  few  days  to  the  curative  power  of  Chi- 
maphilla.  Few  are  aware  of  the  extraordi- 
nary virtues  of  Apocynum  Cannabinum  in 
dropsies,  yet  it  has  cured  cases  which  grew 
worse  under  the  use  of  Apis,  Arsenicum 
and  Helleborus  niger. — Medical  InveaiigcUor, 
[To  be  Continiied.] 


AILANTHUS. 

BT  P.  P.  WBLLS,  M.  D.  BBOOKLTIT,  V.  T. 
From  the  American  HomoBpathio  Bevlew. 

In  an  interesting  paper  on  Scarlatina,  the- 
writer  sajs — There  is  another  agent  which 
there  is  some  reason  for  believing  may  be 
found  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  this 
variety  of  Scarlet  Fever — the  poison  of  the 
Allan  thus.  The  following  case  came  under 
the  observation  of  the  writer : 

A  girl,  fifteen  years  of  age,  rose  in  the 
morning  feeling  slightly  ill,  dressed  and 
went  immediately  to  the  breakfast-table. 
She  could  take  no  food;  the  sight  of  it 
made  her  feel  so  much  worse  she  immedi- 
ately left  the  table,  and  went  to  her  room. 
She  was  seized  suddenly  with  violent  vomit- 
ing, severe  headache,  intolerance  of  light, 
dizziness,  hot,  red  face,  inability  to  sit  up, 
rapid  small  pulse,  drowsy,  at  the  same 
time  very  restless,  great  anxiety.  Two 
hours  after  the  first  attack,  the  drowsiness 
had  become  insensibility,  with  constant 
muttering  delirium ;  did  not  recognize  the 
members  of  her  family.  She  was  now  cover- 
ed in  patches,  with  an  eruption  of  miliary 
rash,  with  efflorescence  between  the  points 
of  the  rash,  all  of  a  dark,  almost  a  livid, 
color.  The  patches  between  the  points  were 
of  a  dingy,  dull  opaque  appearance.  The 
eruption  was  more  profuse  on  the  forehead 
and  face  than  elsewhere,  and  especially  on 
the  forehead.  The  whole  aspect  of  the- 
eruption,  and  the  whole  condition  of  the  pa- 
Uf'nt,  were  to  ^xisl  V\k«  \.\iQ««  «o  many  times 
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leen  in  the  cases  of  this  variety  of  Scarlet 
Feyer,  that  the  case  was  unhesitatingly  rec- 
ognized as  an  example  of  it,  and  in  its  most 
Tiolent  and  hopeless  form.  The  pulse  was 
now  small,  and  so  rapid  as  hardly  to  he 
counted ;  the  surface  had  hecome  cold  and 
dry ;  the  livid  color  of  the  skin,  when  pressed 
ont  hy  the  finger,  returned  very  slowly ;  the 
whole  was  a  most  complete  picture  of  tor- 
por, and  seemingly  a  perfect  instance  of 
that  manifestation  of  it  which  immediately 
precedes  dissolution  in  these  rapidly  fatal 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  There  was  appar- 
ently no  prospect  of  the  patient's  living 
more  than  a  few  hours.  Such  cases  in  the 
practice  of  the  writer  had  always  gone 
to  a  fatal  termination,  and  this  had 
been  more  rapid  in  its  progress  than 
any  he  had  seen.  The  patient  being  his 
own  child,  he  had  opportunity  for  most 
caref  ally  watching  the  case.  In  about  three 
hours  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion, the  livid  color  began  to  lose  something 
-of  ita  dark  hue ;  the  restlessness  and  anx- 
iety diminished;  the  pulse  became  more 
distinct  and  less  frequent;  consciousness 
partially  returned ;  the  eruption  became  a 
brighter  red  ;  and  the  whole  train  of  symp- 
toms so  similar  to  this  pernicious  form  of 
the  fever  gradually  gave  place  to  a  train  of 
phenomena  scarcely  less  remarkable,  but 
not  at  all  like  those  of  any  variety  of  Scar- 
let Fever. 

Of  course  this  was  not  a  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  all ;  but  for  a  short  time  it  was  a 
very  great  puzzle.  What  could  it  bel 
what  could  have  produced  it?  were  ques- 
tions not  to  be  put  aside,  and  when  con- 
adousness  had  so  far  returned  that  ques- 
tions could  be  intelligently  answered,  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  case  were  no  longer 
a  matter  of  doubt  As  the  eruption  began 
to  lose  its  dark  hue  and  take  on  a  brigther 
red,  there  was  a  repetition  of  a  series  of 
symptoms,  then  recently  treated  in  the  case 
of  a  small  ]ad  who  had  been  poisoned  by 
eating  the  seeds  of  the  Ailanthus.  This  re- 
semblance was  a  surprise,  and  at  once  ex- 
ited suspicion  that  this  was  also  a  case  of 
similar  poisoning.  And  so  it  proved  to  be. 
It  was  produced  in  this  manner.  This  pa- 
tient and  one  of  her  young  associates  had 
been  amusing  themselves,  the  evening  be- 
fore the  attack,  by  stripping  the  outside 
bark  from  the  young  and  tender  shoots  of 
the  Ailanthus,  and  then,  after  writing  letters 
on  the  stalks  with  the  point  of  a  pin,  these 
were  moistened  with  saliva  which  was  rub- 
bed on  them  by  the  end  of  the  finger.  This 
waa  many  times  repeated,  and  in  this 
process  the  juice  of  the  stalk  was  conveyed 
to  the  mouth  in  considerable  quantities.  Its 
taste  waa  an  intense  bitter.  Both  the  exper- 
imentera  were  made  ill,  with  a/mi/ar  symp- 
tmu,  hnt  th0  Mjmptoma  wen  much  leaa  rio- 


lent  in  the  patient's  friend.  It  is  a  singular 
fact  that  this  patient  has  been  attacked  by 
a  similar  miliary  rash  each  year  since  thu 
poisoning,  at  the  season  of  ths  blosaomktff  of 
the  AilanihuSf  and  is  always  now  more  or 
less  ill  each  year  from  tbis  cause.  ThJi 
case  is  here  in  part  presented  to  the  reader 
for  what  it  is  worth.  That  it  waa  the  resntt 
of  the  Ailanthus  poison  is  sustained  by  the 
fact  that  the  juice  of  the  green  stalki  wai 
introduced  into  the  mouths  of  the  two  girUi 
that  they  both,  soon  after,  sickened,  suffer- 
ing from  similar  symptoms,  differing  chiefly 
in  degree  of  severity  rather  than  in  kind ; 
and  in  the  case  of  my  patient  showing  aub* 
sequently  a  train  of  symptoms  precisely  like 
those  witnessed  in  the  case  of  a  lad  who 
was  poisoned  by  eating  the  seeds  of  this  tree. 
The  case  is  also  given  here  with  theob* 
ject  of  urging  on  the  profession  the  impor- 
tance of  a  thorough  proving  of  this  power- 
ful poison.  If  the  subsequent  history  of  my 
patient  can  be  received,  as  showing  In  her 
sufferings  the  continued  workings  of  thit 
poison,  and  if  drug  agents  are  indeed  rsla* 
ted  to  diseases  as  curatives  by  the  law  which 
we  receive  as  the  universal  law  of  cure,  then 
the  relation  of  the  Ailanthus  to  many  Import 
tant  diseased  conditions  is  clearly  estab* 
lished,  and  the  importance  of  a  knowledge 
of  this  relationship,  in  its  details,  to  both 
practitioner  and  patient,  needs  no  argument 
to  show.    Let  the  Ailanthus  be  prov^ 


MEDICINAL   USE  OF   WINES  AND 
LIQTTOES. 

Having  been  asked  why  we  would  not 
prescribe  alcoholic  liquors  medicinally,  or 
keep  them  for  sale  in  our  Pharmacy,  we 
present  some  remarks  on  the  subject. 

Against  unfermented  grape  juice  we  haire 
nothing  to  advance,  but  fermented  liquora 
are  objectionable,  because  they  contain  Al- 
cohol, which  is  poisonous — not  nutritioiiA 
Men  speak  of  wines,  &c.,  as  if  they  were 
nutriments.  They  are  greatly  in  error. 
Nutriments  are  substances  which  are  capa- 
ble of  being  assimilated  to  the  body,  that 
they  may  form  a  portion  of  the  system, 
such  are  meats,  fruits  and  vegetables.  These 
all  contain  matters  similar  to  the  component 
parts  of  the  human  frame.  They  are  read- 
ily converted  into  blood,  and  from  the 
blood  all  the  organs  are  formed  or  fed.  Al* 
cohol  is  never  assimilated,  cannot  be  con- 
verted into  blood,  \%  ly^'^ot  l^*<Qa^^  Nask^ 
healthy  bumaii  \k>^^,  m&  tiqX.  «N.\VD£(gi^e4fi 
ing,  bealib-glymii,  ot  Ydft-^Va%^'^f«^  ^m 
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conkarj,  it  is  to  eyery  hamaD  boing  a  posi- 
firm  polfon.  The  late  ProfeMor  Mussey 
(Ohio  Medical  College,)  said,  <'  That  Alco- 
hol is  a  poison  to  our  orgaDization  is  evi- 
dent Arom  obserration.  *  *  *  What  is  a 
poison  1  It  is  that  substance  in  whatever 
form  it  may  be,  which,  when  applied  to  a 
Hying  surfiwe,  disconcerts  life's  healthy  mov- 
em«nts.  *  *  *  Such  a  poison  is  alcohol ; 
ilioh  in  all  its  forms,  mix  it  as  you  may. 
ii  i§  luver  iig$%t$d  and  converted  into  nonr- 
iihment" 

The  alcoholic  drink  stimulates  the  heart 
to  increased  action,  and  then  excites  the 
hndn.  There  will  not  be  a  steady  and  equal 
traltation  of  the  mind,  but  an  irregular  and 
erratic  action;  this  is  incipient  insanity. 
Tha  saoM  condition^  in  a  higher  degree,  U 
insanity.  One-third  of  all  the  insane  in  our 
lunatic  asylums  were  maddened  by  drink. 
The  official  reportb  will  state  hereditary  in- 
fluences and  other  causes,  and  we  do  not 
deny  their  power ;  yet  all  these  might  have 
remained  inoperative  for  life,  had  they  not 
been  developed  through  the  infernal  influ- 
ence of  intoxicants. 

The  dram  drinker  looks  for  his  daily  po- 
tion^  and  supposes  that  he  is  merely  grati- 
fying a  natural  appetite,  but  he  is  deceived. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  natural  appetite 
for  such  an  unnatural  thing  as  alcoholic 
Uquor.  Alcohol  is  obtained  by  a  perversion 
of  food.  Substances  prepared  by  the  hand 
of  the  Almighty  Father  for  the  support  of 
animal  life,  are  taken  by  man,  and  by  his 
art  converted  into  that,  which  instead  of 
anataining  life,  destroys  every  organ  and 
time  of  the  human  frame.  The  children's 
bread  is  cast  to  the  dogs  indeed,  when  it  is 
half  rotted,  and  then  converted  into  liquors, 
which  to  the  impoverished  appetite  are  as 
the  very  quint  essence  of  putridity.  No  in- 
Iknt  of  temperate  parents  will  receive  a 
drop  of  such  stuflf  without  loathing.  The 
appetite  for  such  things  is  always  acquired, 
never  natural. 

Many  tell  us  that  they  do  not  take  liquor 
for  pleasure's  sake,  but  because  their  sys- 
tems are  debilitated,  and  they  need  a  stim- 
uioM.  They  know  that  they  really  do  re- 
gaire  BomethiDg  to  giro  tone  and  vigor  to 
^^ir  tyBtenu,   because  they  feel  io  bad 


when  they  relinquish  their  use,  even  for  a 
single  day.  Surely  wine  it  a  mocker — ^how 
foolish  are  they  when  thus  deceived. 
Slaves  are  they  hugging  their  chains^ 
Fools  are  they  boasting  of  their  folly. 
Their  condition  is  one  of  disease,  and  the 
continued  use  of  intoxicants  produces  ag- 
gravation, not  alleviation.  These  itimuUmU 
are  not  sirengihenera.  Each  article  of  this 
nature,  be  it  wine,  spirit,  cordial,  or  ale, 
produces  two  eflfects  which  are  directly  op- 
posite to  each  other :  one  is  the  first,  or  pri- 
mary eflfect  I  the  other  the  subsequent  or 
secondary  eflfect.  The  first  is  excitkig,  the 
second  depressing.  For  a  time  the  user  of 
the  drink  feels  better,  stronger,  more  cheer- 
ful, perhaps  more  active  in  thought,  better 
prepared  for  exertion ;  but  after  a  time  the 
reactive  eflfect  is  manifested,  and  debility 
occurs  fully  equal  to  the  stimulation  which 
had  been  unnaturally  procured.  No  one 
can  indulge  in  stimulants  and  avoid  this  re- 
coil. That  person  who  is  unwilling  to  rely 
upon  food  and  exercise  for  strength,  as 
provided  by  Qod,  but  will  attempt  to  im- 
prove upon  his  arrangements,  will  certainly 
sufier. 

Another  deception  under  which  moderate 
drinkers  labor,  is,  that  a  little  is  useful  to 
cheer  the  desponding  and  embolden  the 
fearful.  'Tis  said  that  wine  "  cheereth  Qod 
and  man,"  so  they  imbibe  when  they  have 
the  blues,  and  drink  freely  when  they  lack 
backbone.  Poor  toula!  Wine  is  a  mocker 
— a  deceiver  indeed.  The  gracious  grape 
juice  of  Canaan,  invigorating  with  its  nutri- 
ment all  the  system,  and  giving  pure  ani- 
mation without  intoxication, — that  was 
cheering  drink  indeed;  but  what  resem- 
blance to  this  beverage  have  the  liquors  of 
the  present  day  1    None ! 

Another  deception  is  the  idea  that  the  use 
of  a  mild  drink  such  as  beer,  ale  or  cider^ 
will  not  create  an  appetite  for  a  stronger. 
English  legislators  were  disposed  to  encour- 
age the  manufacture  of  beer,  supposing  that 
it  would  tend  to  the  decrease  of  intoxica- 
tion, but  it  has  had  a  contrary  eflfect,  and 
those  who  now  speak  of  banishing  drunk- 
enness by  the  introduction  of  native  wines, 
are  merely  attempting  to  cast  over  <me 
devil,  or  fonn  oi  «^W,  \k^  axinther.     We- 
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have  jtut  read  an  article  on  this  subject,  by 
"  Medicns,"  a  contributor  to  the  N.  T.  Inde- 
pendent, which  pleases  us  so  well  we  will 
copj  it  entire : 

MATIYB   WINBS   AXD    NATIVE^GRAPEB. 

A  false  notion  is  gaining  ground  that  the 
use  of  the  native  wines  of  the  country,  now 
being  manufactured  quite  extensively,  is 
going  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance. 
Noting  can  be  further  from  the  fact 
Though  perhaps  innocently,  those  who  ad- 
vocate this  doctrine  are,  I  believe,  using,  if 
not  "  stealing  the  livery  of  heaven  to  serve 
Uie  devil  in."  No  doubt  but  wines  are  less 
injurious  than  whisky  and  brandy ;  and  if 
those  who  use  them,  and  always  will  use 
them,  would  substitute  wines,  they  would  be 
benefitted.  Such,  however,  will  not  be  the 
result ;  but  those  who  do  not  use  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  at  all  now  will  drink  them,  in- 
stead of  those  who  use  the  whisky  and 
brandy.  This  is  already  showing  itself  to 
be  the  case.  Fruit  wines  within  the  last 
few  years  have  been  extensively  made  and 
used  all  over  the  country,  f^om  currants, 
strawberries,  rhubarb,  etc.,  by  hundreds  of 
families  who  never  use  the  coarser  kinds  of 
liquors.  Even  women  and  children  drink 
these,  though  they  would  not  touch  brandy 
or  whitky ;  indeed,  the  strongest  advocates 
for  the  manufacture  of  wines  are  found 
among  the  gentler  sex.  The  idea  that  they 
are  not  intoxicating  drinks,  however,  is  er- 
roneous. The  whole  hibtory  of  the  old 
world  proves  that  they  produce  drunken- 
neat,  "steal  away  the  brains,'*  and  make 
one  *'  speak  parrot,  and  squabble,  and  swag- 
ger, and  swear,  and  discourse  fustian  wiUi 
one*!  own  shadow." 

One  of  the  drawbacks  to  the  temperance 
cause  is  the  very  extensive  use  of  alcoholic 
stimulants  in  some  form  as  a  medicine. 
Physicians  think  they  must  prescribe  them 
^or  diseases,  and  those  who  have  any  little 
aflment  learn  to  prescribe  them  for  their 
own  case,  for  their  friends,  and  finally  to 
advocate  their  use  ad  a  means  of  "  promot- 
ing the  cause  of  temperance."  There  is 
one  very  important  lesson  the  medical  pro- 
fession must  learn,  and  that  is,  that  wine  is 
Dot  important  or  even  necessary  as  a  medi- 
cine. If  they  would  prescribe  fresh  air  and 
lonshine  where  they  prescribe  liquors,  they 
would  do  more  to  cure  disease  than  now. 
We  are  soon  to  live  in  a  country  where 
ilavery  will  be  unknown.  God  is  breaking 
the  chains  and  letting  the  oppressed  go  free. 
A  few  years  ago  we  had  not  learned  that 
we  could  have  cotton,  and  sugar,  and  rice, 
without  slavery.  We  want  also  a  country 
withost  drunkenness ;  and  one  of  the  first . 
■tepi  toward  it  wiJJ  he  to  learn  tbni  we  can  f 
•tave  heMltb  without  wioe  and  alcobol,  as  ' 


well  as  sngar  and  rice,  and  cotton,  without 
slavery.  We  must  also  learn  that  alcohol 
is  not  a  "  proximate  principle  "  of  food,  as 
the  chemists  have  it.  When  the  young 
student  is  taught  in  his  text-books  that  al- 
cohol, wine,  beer,  and  ale  are  "  respiratory 
food,"  he  is  put  into  a  condition  to  believe 
that  it  is  not  objectionable  to  use  them, 
particularly  if  in  the  form  of  wine. 

Quite  recently,  Mr.  J.  H.  Klippart,  now 
and  for  many  years  the  secretary  of  the 
Ohio  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  wrote  in 
ITn  Ohio  Warmer  an  article  on  '^  Qrapes  and 
Wine,"  in  which  he  took  ground  that  the 
Vines  of  Ohio  were  much  more  intoxicating 
than  European  wines ;  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, if  no  other,  their  general  use  should 
not  be  promoted.  This  is  an  important 
fact.  As  long  ago  as  the  earliest  history^ 
the  wines  of  the  Old  World  have  been 
known  to  breed  drunkenness. 

But  let  me  turn  from  the  subject  of  wine 
to  that  of  grapes ;  for,  while  the  former  has 
no  normal  relation  to  the  organism,  the  lat- 
ter is  one  of  the  best  and  most  wholesome 
fruits  that  grow.  Qrapes,  as  a  food  for  the 
sick,  have  a  very  high  v^ue.  In  some  parte 
of  Qermany  the  "Qrape  Cure"  is  popular 
for  the  recovery  of  many  diseases,  the  pa- 
tient kept  on  little  or  nothing  else  for  seve- 
ral weeks.  Prof.  Lee,  in  The  American  Med- 
teal  Timetj  has  given  an  account  of  some 
marvelous  cures  wrought  by  this  means, 
and  tne  writer  has  known  several  cases  of 
disease  treated  by  grapes  with  most  happy 
results.  They  ought  to  be  more  extensively 
used  for  that  purpose,  instead  of  wine.  Aj 
an  article  of  common  diet,  grapes  are  invig* 
orating,  and  their  nutritive  value  is  mudi 
greater  than  is  intimated  by  a  chemical 
analysis.  As  a  desert  for  the  table,  in  place 
of  pies  and  cakes,  they  are  superior ;  and, 
if  used,  would  save  housewives  much  valua- 
ble time  from  cooking,  which  might  be  very 
profitably  devoted  to  intellectual  culture. 
He  who  will  discover  the  cheapest  and  best 
mode  of  preserving  them  A>esh  for  months 
will  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country. 
Their  culture  should  increase,  and  their 
normal  use  be  greatly  extended. 


TREATMENT  OF  DROWNING. 

The  following  rules  have  just  been  issued 
by  the  Royal  Humane  Society.  Thry  are 
stated  to  be  "  the  results  of  the  labors  of 
the  committee  of  the  Royal  Medical  and 
Ghirurgical  Society  of  London." 

DiBECTlOMS     FOR     RBSTOBINa    TUE   ApPA- 

BESTLT   Dead. — I.     Jf  from  drowning  or 
other  Suffocation  or  Narcotic  Poisoning. — Send 
immediately  for  med\ea\  «avv«\.«\iCA^\^ix^- 
ets,  and  dry  clothing.  \  \>\i\i  v^c^c^^^  \a  \x«< 
the    patient  ttirtantly,  aecuxVcxi,   «»   ikq 
fresh  air  as  possible. 
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The  points  to  be  aimed  at  are :  first,  and 
immediately,  the  restoration  of  breathing ; 
and,  secondly,  after  breathing  is  restor^, 
the  promotion  of  warmth  and  circulation. 

The  effbrts  to  restore  life  must  be  perse- 
Tered  in  until  the  arriTal  of  medical  assist- 
ance, or  until  the  pulse  and  breathing  have 
ceased  for  at  least  an  hour. 
TmsATMBVT  TO  Rbbtobb  Natubal  Breath- 
xvo.— i2«/«l.  To  MainUnn  a  Free  Ewtranee 
qf  Air  into  the  Windpipe.^Q\B9jaA^  the  mouth 
and  nostrils;  open  the  mouth;  draw  for- 
ward the  patient's  tongue,  and  keep  it  for- 
ward ;  an  elastic  band  over  the  tongue  and 
under  the  chin  will  answer  the  purpose. 
BemoTe  all  tight  clothing  from  about  the 
neok  and  chest. 

BuU  2.  To  adjuit  the  PatietU't  Position,^ 
Place  the  patient  on  his  back  on  a  flat  sur- 
&ce,  inclined  a  little  from  the  feet  upwards  ; 
raise  and  support  the  head  and  shoulders  on 
a  small,  firm  cushion  or  folded  article  of 
dress  placed  under  the  shoulder-blade. 

Bute  8.  To  Imitate  the  Movements  of  Breath- 
tP^.^-Grasp  the  patient's  arms  Just  above 
the  elbows,  and  draw  the  arms  gently  and 
steadily  upwards,  until  they  meet  above  the 
head  (this  is  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  air 
into  the  lungs) ;  and  keep  the  arms  in  that 
position  for  two  second^.  Then  turn  down 
the  patient's  arms,  and  press  them  gently 
and  firmly  for  two  seconds  against  the  sides 
of  the  chest  (this  is  for  the  object  of  pressing 
air  out  of  the  lungs).  Pressure  on  the 
breast  bone  will  aid  this. 

Repeat  these  measures  alternately,  delibe- 
rately, and  perseveringly,  fifteen  in  a  min- 
ute, until  a  spontaneous  effort  to  respire  is 
perceived,  immediately  upon  which  cease  to 
imitate  the  movements  of  breathing,  and 
proceed  to  induce  circulation  and  warmth 
(aa  below). 

.  Should  a  warm  bath  be  procurable,  the 
body  may  be  placed  in  it  up  to  the  neck, 
continuing  to  imitate  the  movement  of 
breathing.  Raise  the  body  in  twenty  sec- 
onds in  a  sitting  position,  and  dash  cold 
water  against  the  chest  and  face,  and  pass 
ammonia  under  the  nose.  The  patient 
should  not  be  kept  in  the  warm  bath  longer 
than  five  or  six  minutes. 

BMte  4.  To  Excite  Inspiration. — DuriDg 
the  employment  of  the  above  method,  ex. 
cite  the  nostrils  with  snuff  or  smelling;  salts, 
or  tickle  the  throat  with  a  feather.  Rub  the 
chest  and  face  briskly,  and  dash  hot  and 
cold  water  alternately  on  them. 

The  above  directions  are  chiefly  Dr.  H.  R. 
Silvester's  method  of  restoring  the  appa- 
rently dead  or  drowned,  and  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgi- 
cal  Society. 

Tjixatmeitt  after  Natural  BRSATHiifo 

J^B  BBBN  REaroBED.—Rtfle  6      To  Induce 

c^^-ml^iioB  and  ^^ormtA.^Wnp  the  patient 


in  dry  blankets,  and  commence  rubbing  the 
limbs '  upwards,  firmly  and  energetically, 
The  friction  must  be  continued  under  the 
blankets  or  over  the  dry  clothing. 

Promote  the  warmth  of  the  body  by  the 
application  of  hot  fiannels,  bottles  or  blad- 
ders of  hot  water,  heated  bricks,  etc,  to  the 
pit  of  the  stomach,  the  armpits,  between 
the  thighs,  and  to  the  soles  of  the  feet, 
Warm  clothing  may  generally  be  obtained 
from  bystanders. 

On  the  restoration  of  life,  when  the  powei 
of  swallowing  has  returned,  a  teaspoouf  nl  ol 
warm  water,  small  quantities  of  wine,  warm 
brandy  or  water,  or  coffee,  shoald  be  given. 
The  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed,  and  a 
disposition  to  sleep  encouraged.  During 
reaction  large  mustard  plasters  to  the  chest 
and  below  the  shoulders  will  greatly  relieve 
the  distressed  breathing. 

II.  //  from  Interne  Coft?.— Rub  the  bod; 
with  snow,  ice,  or  cold  water.  Restore 
warmth  by  slow  degrees.  In  these  accidente 
it  is  highly  dangerous  to  apply  heat  too 
early. 

III.  If  from  Intoxication. — Lay  the  indi- 
vidual on  a  bed  with  his  head  raised.  The 
patient  should  be  induced  to  vomit.  Stimu- 
lants should  be  avoided. 

IV.  If  from  Apoplexy  or  Sun-etroke.'^Cold 
should  be  applied  to  the  head,  which  should 
be  kept  well  raised.  Tight  clothing  should 
be  removed  ftom  the  neck  and  chest.  Stim- 
ulants should  be  avoided. 

Appearances  which  Generally  Indicate  Death 
— There  is  no  breathing  or  heart's  action  j 
the  eyelids  are  generally  half  closed  ;  the 
pupils  dilated ;  the  jaws  clenched ;  the  fin- 
gers semi-contracted;  the  tongue  appear- 
ing between  the  teeth,  and  the  mouUi  and 
nostrils  are  covered  with  a  frothy  mucus, 
Coldness  and  pallor  of  surface  increase.— 
Brit.  Med.  Journal. 


WHEN    WaL    THE    NEW    BOOKS    BB 

OUTI 

A  correspondent  says:  "I  am  waiting 
for  the  prospeclus  of  Bra.  Marey  ^  Hunt^ 
Practice^  Br.  HempePs  New  Materia  Mediea^ 
and  Franklin's  Principles  and  Homosopaihu 
Practice  of  Surgery.  I  trust  these  several 
parties  will  bring  forth  works  worthy  oi 
being  named  "  Homoeopathic,"  and  not  such 
miserable  abortions  as  Peters  and  Snelling 
have  produced  in  their  collectfon,  styled 
"  Principles  and  Practice."  I  deem  the 
work  throughout  the  emination  of  Peters' 
brain.  Snellins:  had  but  very  little,  indeedj 
to  do  either  with  the  conception  or  the  pro- 
ducing thereof.  But  enough  of  this  talk  foi 
the  present.  I  am  well  pleased  to  be 
enabled  to  turn  from  the  labors  of  such,  and 
find  in  our  ranks  men  who  produce  that  which 
is  of  prenent  value, end  will  prove  in  all  time 
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serriceable  to  mankind.  I  am  constrained  to 
Join  with  all  the  medical  men  of  a  true  stamp 
and  spirit  in  thanking  yon  for  the  journal 
jou  send  us  each  month.  I  have  been  aid- 
ed thereby  in  my  labors  far  more  than  I  can 
express.  I  feel  moved  by  the  spirit  to  take 
a  large  stock  in  this  enterprise,  by  contribut- 
ing somewhat  to  fill  up  its  pages  with  prac- 
tical matter,  and  aid  in  instructiDg  others,  if 
in  no  other  manner  than  by  simply  making 
inquiries  that  will  start  their  thoughts  into 
"  new  channels.'; 

We  can  merely  reply  that  the  work  of  Dr- 

Hempel  will  consist  of  2  volumes ;  that  of 

Drs.  Marcy  and  Hunt,  2  volumes ;  that  of 

Dr.  Hale,  1  volume,  octavo.    AU  in  press. 


Yar  tht  American  HomoBopathio  Obferver. 
DIFFICULTIES       IN      HOM(EOPATHIC 

PRACTICE. 

BT   THOMAS    B.   LAMB,  M.  D. 

I  do  not  expect  to  instruct  my  older  col- 
leagues who  have  been  with  me  and  before 
me  in  the  practical  investigation  of  the  law 
Stmilia  Stmilibus  Curantur,  but  it  may  not  be 
altogether  amiss  to  endeavor  to  amuse  them 
bj  a  little  conversation  in  reference  to  the 
dli&culties  to  be  encountered  and  overcome 
in  such  pursuit. 

Like  many  who  have  undertaken  to  apply 
the  law  as  a  first  experiment,  I  was  so  sur- 
prised that  I  became  (excuse  the  unique 
oomparison,)  as  the  Apostle  of  Christianity 
at  his  conviction,  blinded  by  the  ray  of  light 
which  so  suddenly  burst  upon  me.  But  my 
prejudices  were  against  my  convictions,  and 
it  was  only  after  repeated  trials  that  I  be- 
came converted  to  the  doctrine,  that  there 
exists  a  pole  star  in  medical  Therapeutics 
which  ever  existed,  even  in  darkness.  After 
thus  experimenting,  and  successfully,  I  was 
Tain  enough  to  think  (for  I  was  young  and 
sanguine)  that  the  medical  fraternity  would 
soon  consist  of  a  band  of  brothers,  walking 
by  the  light;  and  that  our  public  schools 
would  soon  be  opened  for  teaching  **  The 
way  of  Life." 

And  here  is  a  first  difficulty  at  present  in- 
cident to  the  student  of  Homoeopathy. 

While  our  Allopathic  brethren  can  ap< 
proach  our  public  schools  and  appropriate 
ptMic  fundt  to  assist  them  to  obtain  the  nec- 
eiiary  knowledge  of  Anatomy,  Physiol- 
ogy,  Sxttg&rjr,   Cbemiatry,   Materia    Med- 


ica,  etc ,  the  student  of  Homoeopathy 
must  seek  abroad,  and  at  his  own  expense, 
all  these  which  are  indispensible  to  the  suc- 
cessful practice  of  hsaUng  the  siek. 

Allied  to  this  is  the  prejudice  which  is  al- 
ways fostered  in  the  public  mind  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  system  by  the  old  school 
practitioners ;  and  it  is  done  by  every  avail- 
able means,  even  if  the  teaching  is  contra- 
dictory and  uptenable.  Instance — "There 
is  no  medicine  in  the  Little  Pills.**  Ergo  it 
is  useless  to  take  them  or  to  employ  a  hom- 
oeopath. 

Then,  perhaps,  thinkiog  the  opposite  idea 
will  serve  a  purpose,  they  say  "  The  medi- 
cines are  poisonous  and  very  hurtful,  etc. 
About  as  nice  a  joke  as  was  ever  practiced 
on  me  in  my  short  career  was  in  this  wise. 
I  was  called  to  prescribe  in  a  certain  case  of 
sickness  which  had  been  aggravated,  proba- 
bly by  excessive  medication  recommended 
by  my  immediate  predecessor — ^self-styled 
Botanic — Physician.  I  left  some  pellets  of 
pure  eaccharum  lactis,  I  was  discharged  on 
my  next  visit,  with  the  observation  of  my  pa- 
tient "  Your  medicines  are  so  strong  I  can- 
not use  them !  But  this  differed  from  many 
cases  of  poisoning.  My  patient  improved 
rapidly  without  further  medication,  and  my 
fees  were  paid  ! 

And  this  brings  to  our  mind  another  diffi- 
culty which  so  often  presents  itself  in  loca- 
tions where  the  true  light  hath  not  shone 
— previous  medication.  Many  have  received 
the  idea  (and  learned  it  from  the  Doctor 
too)  that  there  is  no  harm  in  a  dose  of  pills  t 
— especially  if  they  are  purely  vegetable !  * 
And  there  can  be  no  harm  in  this  syrup— 
for  it  was  compounded  from  barks  and 
roots  !  Alas  for  humanity.  "  These  pills  " 
and  "  that  syrup "  perhaps  may  have  de- 
veloped a  "  gastro-enteric  inflammation  '* 
which  requires  time  at  least,  and  perhaps 
skillful  appliances,  and  much  patience  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  and  practitioner,  to 
overcome.  Another — knowing  that  our  rem- 
edies often  bring  about  most  astonishing  and 
pleasing  results  after  attenuation,  and  that 
the  gross  medicine  sometimes  aggravates  and 
protracts  disease !  we  ha^^  \ia.^6l  ^\X«i)iQ]b\A^ 
remedies,  withouXi  apv^'^^^^  x^voWxk^  Ni^i^ 
desire  to  beneftt  on.T  p«A\«Ti\.'wVCDL\36k%  V 
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est  certainty.  Thus  the  care  may  be  pro- 
tracted somewhat.  While  our  allopathic 
coa^ators  have  a  seeming  advantage  by  an 
immediate  change  of  symptoms  or  suppres- 
sion of  the  prevailing  manifestations  of  dis- 
ease, and  the  casual  observer  thinks  it  a 
care  1 1  [See  many  cases  of  inflammatory 
diarrhoea  treated  with  opiates  daring  the 
last  score  of  years  in  Michigan.  Also  of 
dysentery,  technically  so  termed,  for  ages 
past  I] 

Another  difficalty  is  the  oftjn  occalt  ac- 
tion of  disease  on  the  internal  organism, 
rendering  our  prognosis  ancertain  and  often 
nnsatisfaotory. 

And  lastly,  I  will  mention  the  great  Ineu- 
h»$  which  rest  on  many  practitioners  even— 
ignorance  It  I  do  not  intend  by  the  term  its 
literal  meaning  as  commonly  adopted,  but 
this:  Homoeopathy  is  yet  in  its  infancy !  We 
have  observed  the  great  advantsges  of  small 
doses  ef  medicines  in  many  respects  as  com- 
pared with  the  old  school  system  of—"  a 
decided  impression,"  and  we  have  somehow 
adopted  a  system  of  small  doses  (as  a  com- 
mon term  expresses  itj  and  generalization, 
while  oar  fkith  rests  upon  what  others  have 
taught,  and  we  may  not  have  had  sufficient 
experiment  with  others,  and  our  own  indi- 
Tidual  organism,  to  know  that  we  must  se- 
lect a  remedy  which  is  specific,  to  cure. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  been  very 
ifkofih  interested  with  the  many  communica- 
tions from  difierent  individuals  of  the  pro- 
fession as  seen  in  the  Obsebvsb  and  pecu- 
liarly so  with  that  from  Prof.  Hempel  in  ref- 
erence to  dose.    Let  us  seek  the  Light. 

REAL  AND  APPARENT  DEATH. 

The  biographer  of  Mr.  Prescott,  the  his- 
torian, relates  that  after  his  death,  and  be- 
fore his  burial,  which  was  four  days  subse- 
quent,^wo  wishes  which  he  had  earnestly 
expressed  were  fulfilled.  One  was,  that  lis 
remains  might  rest  for  a  time  in  his  room 
"  where  his  intellectual  treasures  were  gath- 
ered," in  his  library  where  he  had  spent  so 
many  delightful  hours ;  the  other  was,  that 
"a principal  vein  should  be  severed,"  so 
that,  if  life  should  again  be  awakened,  iC 
migl&t  ebb  silently  away  without  any  possi- 
bJe  return  of  consciousnesss."  This  last  re- 
^aejgt  was  made  because  he  had  always  en- 
terUiaed  a,  peculiar  dread  of  being  buried 
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Let  no  one  put  this  down  as  an  idle  or 
superstitious  fear.  The  instances  clearly 
authenticated  of  premature  burials,  are 
probably  more  numerous  than  most  persons 
are  aware  of,  and  they  suggest  the  thought, 
too  painful  to  dwell  upon,  of  the  instances, 
more  numerous  still,  which  have  never  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  living.  So  little 
do  we  know  of  the  mysterious  transit  from 
this  world  to  the  other,  which  we  call  dieath, 
or  what  time  may  transpire  between  the  last 
sleep  and  the  waking  up  amid  the  immortal 
scenery,  that  the  tenderest  caution  and  care 
should  be  observed,  and  real  death  clearly 
distinguished  from  apparent. 

A  late  work  filled  with  quaint  and  strik- 
ing things  which  were  culled  from  old 
authors  and  new,  entitled  "  Mysteries  of 
Life,  Death  and  Futurity,"  has  a  chapter  on 
"  premature  interment,"  citing  many  casea 
where  apparent  death  was  mistaken  for 
real.  It  will  serve  a  useful  and  salmtary 
purpose  to  refer  to  two  or  three.  Dr.  Paris 
(the  same,  we  suppose,  who  was  the  physi- 
cian of  John  Randolph,)  is  given  as  author- 
ity for  the  fact,  that  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Laurens,  the  first  President  of  the  American 
Congress,  when  young,  was  laid  out  as 
dead.  The  window  of  the  apartment,  that 
had  been  carefully  closed  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  disease,  was  then  thrown  open 
to  ventilate  the  chamber,  when  *'  the  trenh 
air  revived  the  corpse,  and  restored  her  to 
the  family."  Her  father  was  so  powerfnlly 
impressed  with  this  circumstance,  that  in 
his  will  he  directed  that  his  own  body 
should  be  burnt,  and  enjoined  the  perform- 
ance of  th:s  wish  as  a  sacred  duty  upon  his 
children. 

A  physician  of  Paris,  M.  Bruhier,  pub- 
lished, many  years  since,  a  work  entitled 
''  The  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of  Death," 
in  which  he  proves,  "  from  the  testimony  of 
various  authors  and  the  attestation  of  unex- 
ceptionable witnesses,"  that  many  persona 
who  had  been  supposed  dead,  and  been 
passed  through  the  funeral  rites,  had  been 
providentially  rescued  from  the  grave,  and 
lived  many  years  afterward.  He  condenms 
the  practice  of  removing  the  bed-clothes, 
and  expLsing  the  body  to  the  chill  air,  as 
soon  as  the  semblance  of  death  appears. 
Cases  are  cited  of  trance,  having  all  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  death,  which  contin- 
ued seven  or  eight  daj  s,  followed  by  a  re- 
turn to  life.  Sometime  there  is  a  total  in- 
sensibility ;  sometimes  the  consciousness  is 
not  suspended,  and  tho  subject  knows  all 
that  is  taking  place  in  the  room.  The  fol- 
lowing instance  of  this  kind  is  given  from 
the  "  Psychological  Magazine": — 

**  A  young  lady,  after  lying  ill  for  some 

time,  to  all  appearance  died.    She  was  laid 

I  in  her  cot&n,  and  the  day  of  her  funeral  waa 

i  fixed.    ^Yieii  tiVi«  \\d  "?««&  viX^^yoXV^XA  iict««- 


AMERICAN   HOMOSOPATHIC    aBSERVER 


75 


ed  down,  a  iMrspiration  was  obseryed  on  the 
body ;  life  soon  appeared ;  and  at  length  she 
opened  her  eyes  and  nttered  a  pitiable  shriek. 
She  said  that  she  was  perfectly  conscious  of 
all  that  happened  around  her  in  this  dread- 
ful state.  She  distinctly  heard  her  friends 
speaking  and  lamenting  her  death  at  the 
Me  of  her  coffin.  She  felt  them  pull  on  the 
dead-clothes  and  lay  her  in  them.  The  feel- 
ing produced  a  mental  anxiely  which  was 
indescribable.  She  tried  to  cry,  but  her 
soul  was  without  power,  and  could  not  act 
on  her  body.  She  had  the  contradictory 
faeliDg,  as  if  she  were  in  her  body,  and  yet 
not  in  it,  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  in- 
ternal anguish  of  her  mind  was,  however,  at 
its  utmost  height,  when  the  funeral  hymns 
were  being  sung,  and  when  the  lid  of  the 
coffin  was  about  to  be  screwed  on.  The 
thought  that  she  was  to  be  buried  aUve  was 
the  one  that  gave  activity  to  her  soul  and 
caused  it  to  act  on  the  corporeal  frame." — 
p.  161. 

There  are  indubitable  signs  of  death 
which  occur  sooner  or  later ;  and  it  is  better 
to  wait  for  them  than  to  incur  the  awful 
hazard  which  such  cases  warn  us  against. 
In  1708,  a  Dr.  Hawes,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  preached  a  sermon  "On  the  Duty 
of  the  Relations  of  those  who  are  in  Dan- 
gerous Illness,  and  the  Hazard  of  Hasty  In- 
terment" The  &cts  related  in  it  are  ser- 
mons in  themselves. 

Dr.  Doddridge,  at  his  birth,  was  laid  aside 
as  dead.  One  of  the  attendants,  however, 
took  him  into  her  keepmg  and  warmed  the 
latent  spark  into  a  flame  and  so  some  of  the 
best  hymns  in  our  collections  uttered  their 
music  on  these  shores  of  mortality,  instead 
of  breaking  first  on  heavenly  air ;  and  some 
oCihe  most  eyangelical  sermons  were  preach- 
ed for  the  conversion  of  sinners.  The  good 
nurse,  whoever  she  was,  deserves  a  place  in 
the  sahits'  calendar. 


HELMINTHIASIS. 
An  txtratt  of  Dr.B.  Bmhr^i  work,  "  The  Tho- 
rapentiet  according  to  the  principles  of  Hom- 
oBoptahff:'    By  F.  X.  Spbajtosb,  M.  D. 

For  want  of  space  I  can  only  give  an  out- 
line of  this  very  interesting  chapter  of  the 
above  named  work.  He  describes  as  the 
most  general  occurring  varieties  of  worms ; 
the  ascaris  vermicularis,  ascaris  lumbricoi- 
des,  and  the  taenia  solium.  He  argues  the 
theories  of  Hahnemann  and  Hartmann, 
concerning  the  etiology,  and  affirms  that  the 
first  two  species  are  already  introduced  to 
tbe  system  as  larvae,  by  the  ezceadre  use 
of  fkrinaceoiv  food.    Ho  bajb,  ttuLi  we  find 


the  larvae  of  the  Taenia,  the  cysticercus  most 
frequently  in  the  swine,  more  seldom  in 
cattle ;  roasting  or  smokhig  will  kill  it,  and 
can  therefore  only  be  introduced  into  the 
system  capable  of  developing  itself,  by  diet 
consisting  of  raw  or  insufficiently  smoked 
meat.  The  circumstance  explains  why  it  is- 
so  seldom  met  with  in  countries  where  very 
little  pork  is  consumed ;  also  with  Jews ;  on 
the  other  hand  its  frequent  occurrence  in 
middle  ages.  Since  it  has  become  fuhioa. 
able,  to  feed  raw  flesh  to  children,  the  author 
has  had  frequent  opportunities  to  notice 
tape-worm  at  as  early  an  age  as  1^  years. 
The  treatment,  he  says,  must  flrst  be  con- 
ducted to  remove  the  cause,  by  expelling 
the  worms  and  regulating  the  diet,  not  al- 
lowing much  farinacous  food,  and  then  to 
remove  the  secondary  symptoms  by  the  pro- 
per homoeopathic  treatment.  The  Oxyuris 
vermicularis  are  far  the  hardest  to  expel, 
since  the  worms  are  generally  seated  in  the 
colon,  and  we  cannot  bring  the  fpoison  in 
contact  with  them  by  internal  use  without 
causing  medicinal  symptoms.  Therefore  the 
best  procedure  will  be  enemata,  various  sub- 
stances have  been  used,  but  above  all  the 
author  has  had  the  best  success  with  Allium 
sativa,  the  common  garlic.  A  few  drams  of 
fresh  garlic  are  to  be  cut  up  fine,  and  scalded 
with  hot  water,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  suffi- 
ciently cool  to  be  injected  in  a  considerable 
quantity  and  force,  to  come  in  contact  with 
the  entire  colon,  because  it  will  kiU  every 
worm  it  comes  in  contact  with ;  if  necessary 
it  should  be  repeated.  For  the  lumbricus^ 
he  recommends  the  Trochisci  Santonin! 
containing  1  grain  each,  from  2 — 4  of  them 
to  be  given  to  the  patient  when  going  to 
bed,  on  two  successive  evenings,  carefiil  to 
abstain  from  farinaceous  diet  for  a  few  days 
before.  The  best  time  for  administering  is 
duiing  the  decline  of  the  moon. 

The  tape  worm  also  first  requires  its  re- 
moval, before  we  can  treat  its  consequences. 
The  best  remedies  are  Punica  Granatum, 
Polipodium  filix  mas,  Eousso  and  Rottlera 
tincturia  (Eamula.)  Among  these  Konsso 
takes  tbe  first  rank,  as  creating  the  least 
medicinal  symptoms.  Us^itmUsAl^V^^'^t^s^ 
way:  put  T^  to  %  ^xam^a  ^^<\^  ^tqs 
KouMO  Into  a  "beeT  |>;\aaa  t^\  ^t  <^^  ^^ 
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being  careful  to  stir  it  well,  and  have  none 
floating  on  the  water  dry.  This  is  to  be  pre- 
pared in  the  evening,  and  to  be  drank  next 
morning  in  two  portions,  at  the  interyal  of  half 
an  hour.  The  worm  is  discharged  within  1^ 
to  4  hoars,  as  I  have  frequently  observed 
■several  cases.  To  avoid  nausea  it  is  well  to 
take  a  strong  cup  of  cofifee  or  a  little  lemon 
juice,  a  little  while  before  taking  the  medi- 
cine. No  preparatory  cure  is  necessary, 
only  abstain  from  farinaceous  food  for  a  day 
previous. 


WHY  NOT  1 

Dear  Doctor — Tour  notice  of  the  fact  that 
the  W.  H.  College  had  excluded  females 
from  graduation,  was  followed  by  the  above 
•igniflcant  query.    And  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
ply, that  it  is  not  because  we  deny  the  right 
or  propriety  of  acquiring  medical  knowl- 
edge to  the  female  sex.    Their  ability  to  do 
eo  ia  unquestioned.  But  we  have  found  that 
in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  to  the  contrary, 
the  presence  of  females  in  our  classes,  has 
had  a  prejudicial  effect.    While  the  society 
of   females  is  generally  sought  by  young 
men  under  most  circumstances,  yet  in  the 
lecture  room,  the  majority  of  the  classes 
have  had  a  great  repugnance  to  female  as- 
sociation, however  fair  or  talented  the  ladies 
might    have    been.     However,  the    above 
query  has  no  reference  to  the  attendance  of 
the  ladies  on  lectures,  but  to  the  question 
of  their  graduation.    Now,  it  is  known  that 
4k  diploma  is  a  guarantee  of  the  possessor's 
proficiency  in  all  the  various  branches  that 
-constitute  medical  science,  and  we  feel  ^safe 
in  saying,  that  however  perfect  the  ladies 
may  become  in  other    departments,  they 
never  succeed  in   passing  with  honor  the 
«hair  of  surgery.    Except  in  a  very  few  in- 
stances, we  have  been  enabled  to  grant  de. 
grees  to  them,  only  by  looking  with  a  very 
lenient  eye  upon  their  proficiencies.   They 
have  seldom  or  never  come  up  to  the  proper 
standard  of  scholarship.    Finally,  while  it 
looks  very  well  as  a  matter  of  theory,  for 
woman  to  qualify  herself  for  the  high  and 
holy  work  of  ministering  to  afflicted  man, 
^et  in  practice,  it  has  turned  out  almost 


have  been  by  their  tastes  and  nature, 
unable  to  meet  the  ardaoui  duties 
and  important  responsibilities  of  a  general 
practitioner.  That  many  of  thein  might 
become  adepts  in  certain  departments  of 
medicine,  we  are  fully  donvinced ;  but  that 
they  are  ever  qualified  by  nature  or  acquire- 
ments, to  answer  the  duties  that  a  diploma 
so  unqualifiedly  set  forth,  we  are  forced  most 
unwillingly,  and^with  pain,  to  deny.  Hence, 
we  deem  it  our  duty  no  longer  to  impose 
upon  them  obligations  they  can  never  fulfil. 
And  we  shall  avoid  making  promises  to  a 
trusting  public,  that  we  are  convinced  will 
never  be  met. 

F.  P.  W. 
Clbveland,  0.  April  4, 1864. 


BEIGADIER   GEN.   EDWARD   A.  WILD^ 

AKD  THB  BOAKOKB  IBLAITD  COLOVT  OF  FBBID 

PEOPLE. 

American  SbmcBOpathie  Review  seyt:  "  Gen* 
Edward    A.    Wild,  in    command    at   Nor- 
folk, Vs.,    was    formerly  a    homoeopathio 
physician,  at  Brookline,  Mass.    At  an  early 
period  of  the  war  he  relinquished  a  lucra- 
tive practice  and  entered  the  field  as  a  cap- 
tain in  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
Here  he  was  of  great  service  in  furnishing 
such  of  the  regiment  as  desired  it  homoso- 
pathic  treatment,  and  so  popular  did  the 
system  become  that  a  petition  to  Congress 
asking  for  the  appointment  of  homoeopathic 
surgeons  in  the  army,  was  signed  by  all  the 
staff-officers,  excepting  the  surgeon,  by  all 
the  field-officers,  by  nearly  all  the  line  offi- 
cers and  by  more  than  half  the  rank  and 
file.    Notwithstanding  he  has  lost  his  left 
arm  at  the  shoulder  and  the  use  of  his  right 
hand  except  two  fingers  and  a  thumb,  he 
still  maintains  his  post  and  devotes  his  ener- 
gies to  the  performance  of  his  military  du- 
ties.     He  had  charge    of   orgsniaing    the 
colored  troops  at  Newbem,  last  summer,  and 
his  recent  successful  expedition  of  colored 
troops  into  North  Carolina  will  be  rembered 
by  many  of  our  readers." 

We  have  many  Homoeopathic  physicians 
in  the  U.  S.  Army,  not  acting  professionally  as 
surgeons,  but  in  other  capacities.  Of  these 
noble  men  there  is  probably  no  one  better 
deserving  special  commendation,  than  Gen. 
Wild  now  in  charge  of  the  freedmen  on 
Roanoke  Island.    Our  object,  however,  is  not 


to  praise  the  General,  but  to  show  you  that 
witboat  exceptioD,  that  our  female  graduates  I  there  is  an  oppotUinity  offered  of  orindng 
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jour  appreciation  of  his  patriotiBm  by  as- 
lilting  the  distrefised  under  his  care. 

**  Bdward  W.  Kinsley,  Esq.,  a  well  known 
merchant  and  philanthropist,  of  Boston,  Jnst 
now  returned  from  a  visit  to  Gen.  Wild's 
Colony  of  fr6ed  people  on  Roanoke  Island, 
i«port8,  Uiat  in  conseqaence  of  their  so  re- 
cent escape  from  slavery,  and  the  terrible 
imTageo  of  small-pox  among  them,  they  are 
in  a  state  of  deep  distress,  and  of  pitiable 
dcititntion. 

"  The  Colopy  already  numbers  thousands, 
and  is  continually  increasing.  Its  numbers 
are  made  up  of  the  wives  and  children,  and 
aged  and  disabled  persons  of  the  families 
of  the  brare  men  in  "  Wild's  Brigade,**  with 
inch  others,  as  by  his  liberating  hand,  find 
shelter  there. 

"  Their  prime  necessities  are,  food,  raiment 
and  shelter.  And  if  with  these  they  have 
the  requisite  supplies  of  garden  seeds,  fish- 
linea,  seines,  agricultural  implements,  und 
other  common  means  of  securing  a  crop,  it 
is  confidently  believed  they  will  thencefor- 
ward become  a  self-supporting  people. 

"  The  small-pox  is  making  fearful  ravages 
among  them,  and,  as  a  sanitary  measure, 
their  clothing  must  aU  be  burned ;  and  thus 
large  numbers  of  them  are  left  entirely 
naked  1  Indeed,  Mr.  Kinsley,  at  a  public 
meeting  made  the  statement,  that  in  one  of 
the  Sxnall  Pox  Hospitals,  fifty  convalesceDt 
patients  could  not  be  discharged  for  the 
want  of  clothes !  And  this,  too,  when  others 
labeling  under  the  foul  disease  desired,  but 
conld  not  obtain  entrance! 

"Beside  this,  their  utter  lack  of  clothing, 
such  is  their  destitution  of  bed  linen,  that 
sick  patients  are  absolutely  obliged  to  sleep 
between  blankets  instead  I 

'  To  giTe  courage  and  cheer  to  the  braye 
and  lUMent  husbands  and  friends  of  these 
distTMsed  ones, — to  remove  a  heavy  burden 
from  the  heart  of  General  Wild,  and  to  ren- 
der immediaie  aid  to  his  sufiering  Colony,  the 
dtisens  are  earnestly  entreat^  to  collect 
together,  and  make  ready  of  the  articles 
needed,  snch  Samaritan  supplies  as  their 
means  and  hearts  shall  dictate.  Especially 
not  forgetting  clothing  adapted  to  persons 
of  all  ages  and  both  sexes ;  and  other  ar- 
ticles tfiit  may  help  them  in  raising  supplies 
of  food  and  meaos  of  shelter." 

Oontributions  of  clothing,  etc.,    sent  to 

Dr.  Lodge,  Detroit,  shall  be  duly  forwarded. 

War  tlM  American  Homaopsthio  Observtr. 
ONAIACUM    OFFICINALE,    AS   A    B£- 
HEDT    IN    DIPTHEBLl. 

BT  ASA  s.  concB,  M.  n. 

The  importance  of  the  above  drug  as  a 
remedy  in  l>}pth0flM,  wag  Unt  publicly  al- 


luded to  by  the  writer  in  an  article  read  be- 
fore  the  last  semi-annual  meeting  of  "  The 
Hom.  Med.  Soc.  of  the  State  of  New  Tork." 
It  was  then  claimed  that  it  would  proye  one 
of  the  most  important  and  reliable  specifics, 
in  this  disease. 

Sabsequent  observations  have  served  to 
confirm  that  conviction.  The  clinical  obser- 
vations of  its  curative  effects  in  many  cases 
of  rheumatism,  first  directed  attention  to  it 
in  this  connection.  No  obseryer  can  fail  to 
have  noticed  the  frequency  of  rheumatic 
complications  in  Diptheria.  Bheumatic 
afiection  of  the  cervical  muscles  is  a  very 
frequent  attendant  upon  it,  while  general 
rheumatic  pains  are  not  uncommon.  Seyeral 
cases  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  have  also  , 
been  observed  by  the  writer  to  follow 
closely  upon  convalescence  from  this  dis- 
ease. 

The  following  (amoag  other)  symptoms  in- 
dicatin^r  its  use,  may  be  found  in  the  prov- 
ings  of  the  remedy:  Exhaustion,  as  after 
great  exertions,  especially  in  the  thighs  and 
arms,  shuddering  and  feverish  chill  in  the 
back;  internal  ehiilineu  through  the  whole 
body,  followed  by  heat,  especially  in  the 
face,  without  thirst,  towards  evening ;  disin- 
clination to  labor,  headach  across  the  fore- 
head, swelling  of  the  leyes,  painfid  drag^vug 
and  laeeraiinff  in  the  left  ear,  the  face  ii  red 
and  painfully  swollen,  duU  ache  in  the  left 
jaw,  nausea,  occasioned  by  a  sensation  as  if 
mucous  were  in  the  throat,  violent  vomiting 
of  watery  mucous,  with  great  exertion,  con- 
strictive sensation  in  the  epigastric  region, 
with  anguish  and  difficult  respiration,  dry 
cough,  returning  until  some  expectoration 
set  in,  cough  with  expectoration  of  fetid 
pus,  aching  in  the  nape  of  the  neck  on  the 
right  and  left  sides  of  the  vertebrs. 

Now,  the  provings  of  this  remedy  are  very 
meagre,  and  yet  quite  a  number  of  the  fore- 
going symptoms,  are  strongly  characteristic 
of  Diptheria.  A  more  thorough  proving 
would  undoubtedly  develop  equally  charao- 
teristic,  if  not  pathognomonic  symptoms  of 
it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  ac- 
complished. 

But  passing  over  any  further  t^fci«CiRft  W 
its  homoeopalhicity  in  tti©  wta«/\\.  Na  ^"Sk^^ 
as  a  flict  that  \U  em^Xoim^nXVa.  «»afc%^"V««* 
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ft  was  at  all  iDdicated,  lias  proTed  more  sat- 
isfiactorjr  than  any  other  single  remedy  ex- 
hibited by  the  writer  in  the  disease.  That 
it  will  prove  efficacious  in  all  cases  is  not 
expected,  bat  a  trial  of  it  in  cases  accom- 
panied by  rheumatic  pains,  is  earnestly  re- 
commended. 

With  reference  to  its  administration,  it 
is  probable  that  the  potencies  will  not  prove 
serviceable.  The  manner  in  which  I  have 
used  it  has  been  to  add  a  half  drachm  of 
the  mother  tincture  to  a  tnmbler  half  full 
of  sweet  milk,  and  of  the  mixture,  give  a 
dessert  spoonful  every  heur  to  three  hours, 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms. 
Reports  of  cases  are  omitted,  for  fear  of 
occupying  too  much  space. 


CANNABIS  INDICA. 
Mb.  Cabl  BowBB*communicates  to  Attie- 
riean  JhruggxsVi  Circular ^  the  following  ex- 
periment with  Cannabis  Indica : — 

I  had  taken  on  dififerent  occasions  of  the 
extract,  from  one  to  three  grains  without 
any  noticeable  effect,  and  after  repeating  it 
several  times  increased  the  dose  to  five 
grains,  from  a  new  lot  which  we  had  just 
received.  I  took  the  dose  after  dinner, 
about  two  o'clock;  and  as  I  had  failed 
so  often  in  obtaining  its  medicinal  ac- 
tion in  the  least,  I  commenced  my  usual 
work  in  the  laboratory  thinking  no  more 
about  it,  till  half  an  hour  after,  when  I  was 
suddenly  reminded  of  it  by  a  peculiar  feel- 
ing I  experienced,  that  could  be  compared 
to  a  warm  stream  of  water^  which  gradually 
stole  up  my  back  and  made  its  way  to  the 
brain.  At  the  same  time  I  had  a  very  dry 
mouth  and  fauces,  so  that  I  could  hardly 
swallow  or  speak ;  intense  and  rapid  beat- 
ing of  the  heart,  and  widely  dilated  pupils ; 
my  pulse  was  160  to  160  per  minute.  I  did 
not  feel  sick,  but  more  as  if  under  the  ef- 
fects of  an  intoxicating  drink.  By  this  time 
I  felt  a  burning  sensation  in  the  Uiroat,  and 
mentioned  it  to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Dohme, 
who  recommended  me  to  take  several 
drachms  of  bitartrate  of  potassa  with  water, 
which  did  me  considerable  service ;  I  now 
felt  in  the  highest  degree  nervous ;  my  legs 
were  hardly  able  to  support  my  body,  and  I 
had  a  strong  inclination  to  sleep  and  there- 
fore hurried  to  my  bed,  which  I  entered 
without  undressing. 

I  now  began  to  feel  the  characteristic  ef- 
fect of  the  "  Ilaschisch  !"  I  was  not  able  to 
go  to  sleep,  yet  under  a  peculiar  nervous 
Action  of  the  jbrajn  and  senses ;  my  mind 
wandered  from  one  subject  to  another ;  and, 


strange  to  say,  with  my  open  eyes  I  dreamed 
(I  must  call  it  so)  for,  I  saw,  heard,  and 
noticed  everything  around  me,  but  the  mind 
wandered  rapidly  from  one  object  to  another, 
only  remaining  for  a  mement  or  two  at  one 
thing,  then  passed  to  another,  and  tales  of 
youth  again  charmed  mv  existence ;  pictures 
and  scenes  long  since  forgotten  were  again 
for  an  instant  as  plain  as  if  seen  only  a  day 
before.  These  dreams  of  imagination  lasted 
about  an  hour,  and  then  changed  to  a  alight 
headache,  which  I  felt  till  late  in  the  night. 
I  now  got  up  to  finish  some  preparation  I  had 
commenced  in  the  morning,  but  found  my« 
self  too  weak  and  nervous,  and  had  to  leave 
the  laboratory.  At  six  I  took  supper,  uid 
had  an  excellent  appetite,  but  my  month 
was  still^very  dry.  At  twelve  o'clock  I  went 
to  bed,  slept  very  quietly  without  dreams, 
and  awaked  in  the  morning  as  well  as 
usual. 


HOMCEOPATHIO     MEDICAL     SOCIETY 
OF  CAYUGA  COUNTY,  N.  Y. 

The  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the 
county  of  Cayuga  met  at  the  office  of  Rob- 
inson &>  Boyce  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  March 
8th,  1864. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read  and  approved. 

A  communication  Item  B.  Fincke,  M.  D., 
of  Brookljrn,  received  and  read,  together 
with  an  article  on  Hydrocele  and  its  treat- 
ment. Two  cases  were  detailed  with  their 
treatment  by  very  high  dilutions  of  a  satis- 
factory character. 

A  paper  entitled  *^  Remarks  on  Aloes,  by 
Carrel  Dunham,  M.  D.,"  of  New  York,  was 
read,  which  gave  the  views  of  the  writer  on 
the  use  of  that  medicine,  together  with  sev- 
eral cases  of  disease  cured  by  it.  It  is  hoped 
that  these  articles  may  be  printed  with  the 
consent  of  the  authors,  so  as  to  be  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the  profes- 
sion elsewhere. 

T.  K.  Caulkins,  M.  D.,  read  an  address  on 
his  experience  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  which  by  a  unanimous  vote  was  re- 
quested for  publication,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  same  was  passed. 

Carrol  Dunham,  M.  D.,  Bernard  Fincke, 
M.  D.,  and  T.  N.  Caulkins,  M.D.,  were  elect- 
ed Honorary  members  of  the  Society. 

A  paper  was  read  by  H.  B.  Fellows,  M.D.y 
from  the  committee  on  new  remedies,  which 
urged  the  members  to  prove  the  new  medi- 
cines. Dr.  Fellows  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  the  members  of 
the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  of  the  Hom- 
oeopathic Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  to  urge  them  to  select  some 
medicine  for  general  proving. 

H.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  gave  in  detail  a  case 
of  Ascites,  which  was  cured  by  Ars.  800,  in 
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the  early  part  of  his  experience  of  Homoeo- 
pathy. 

H.  BobinsoD,  Jr.,  M.D.,  reported  progress 
in  regard  to. his  paper  on  Kali  .Hyd.  in 
throat  diseases,  and  asked  for  farther  time, 
which  was  granted. 

C.  W.  Boyce,  M.  D.,  read  an  article  ou 
Uterine  Catarrh,  giving  thd  symptoms  and 
treatment.  Two  interesting  cases  were  de- 
tailed, which  were  cared  by  a  single  remedy. 

Dr.  M.  Gwyn  was  admitted  a  member  of 
the  Society  and  appointed  a  committee  otr 
"Dose  "  in  medicine,  with  instruction  to  re- 
port at  the  meeting  in  Jane. 

Ihr.  Caulkin,  in  his  address,  reported  that 
in  Diptheria  in  the  army  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  naing  chloroform  with  success.  A  dis- 
cns^on  arose  on  this  point,  and  several 
cmies  were  related  where  this  remedy  pro- 
duced decided  results  both  on  the  healthy 
and  diseased  systems.  It  was  asserted  that 
the  remedy  under  consideration  had  in  one 
case  where  it  was  freely  used  produced  ex- 
tensive inflammation  of  the  mouth  and 
throat.  A  case  was  related  where  a  child 
had  serious  disease  of  the  throat  which  it 
was  feared  would  prove  fatal.  Chloroform 
removed  all  danger  in  a  few  heurs.  These 
cases  both  happened  in  Auburn. 

After  a  general  discussion  of  the  science 
of  Medicine,  which  was  entirely  social,  the 
Society  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  June,  18G4. 

C.  W.  BoTCB,  Secretary. 


ORGANS    OP    RESPIRATION. 
Deseription  of  a  Laryngoicope, 

BT    FBAVGIS    MASON,     ESQ.,   ASSISTANT     SUB- 
OBOV   TO   KINO*S   COLLEGB   HOSPITAL. 

The  laryngoscope  is  becoming  so  general- 
ly adopted  by  the  profession,  that  no  doubt 
can  exist  of  its  value  as  an  important  aid  in 
the  diagnosis,  and  consequently,  in  the 
treatment  of  disease.  Notwithstanding 
what  has  been  written  regarding  the  exami- 
nation of  the  vocal  cords,  epiglottis,  and 
other  appendages  of  the  larynx,  we  have 
been  scantily  supplied  with  descriptions  of 
the  various  instruments  employed,  and  of 
tlie  mode  of  their  application. 

The  laryngoscope  being,  as  its  name  im- 
plies, an  arrangement  for  "  looking  at  the 
larynx,''  the  simplest  apparatus  by  which 
this  end  may  be  attained  is  that  which  will 
he  most  readily  received  by  all  observers. 

The  instrument  was  made  for  me  by  Mat- 
thews, of  Portugal  street.  It  is,  in  most 
respects,  similar  to  that  described  by  Dr. 
Gborge  Johnson  elsewhere,  and  which  he 
has  done  me  the  favor  of  showing  me.  The 
essential  point  of  diifercnce,  however,  is 
that  the  mirror,  instead  of  working  at  a 
hook  bent  at  an  angle,  is  attached  to  the 


forehead-pad  by  means  of  a  ball  and  sock- 
et-joint. The  universal  movement  thus  af- 
forded enables  the  surgeon  to  direct  the 
rays  of  light  with  the  greatest  accuracy, 
and,  by  allowing  him  Ijo  assume  a  posture 
most  easy  to  himself,  to  make  a  prolonged 
examination  without  fatigue. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  a  slightly  con- 
cave mirror,  three  inches  and  a  half  in 
diameter,  having  no  central  aperture.  To 
the  centre  of  the  back  of  this  is  attached 
an  accurately  fitting  ball  and  socket-Joint, 
provided  with  a  screw  to  tighten  the  joint, 
shotild  this  prove  necessary.  A  stem,  con- 
tinued from  the  ball  in  front,  is  fixed  to  the 
forehead-pad,  and  from  the  extremities  of 
the  forehdad-pad  is  fastened  an  elastic 
band,  which  encircles  the  head.  Three  or 
four  laryngeal  mirrors,  varying  in  size,  and 
set  at  a  proper  angle,  complete  the  instru- 
ment.   Each  mirror  fits  the  handle. 

The  mode  of  examining  the  vocal  cords 
is,  in  most  cases,  simple  enough,  and  may 
be  thus  briefiy  described.  The  patient  be- 
ing seated  on  a  firm  chair,  a  lamp,  giving  a 
brilliant  and  steady  light,  is  placed  on  one 
side  of,  and  a  little  behind  him.  The  sur- 
geon, sitting  opposite,  fixes  the  mirror  on 
the  centre  of  his  own  forehead,  and  desiring 
the  patient  to  advance  his  head  slightly,  di- 
rects the  rays  of  light  through  the  mouth 
to  the  back  of  the  pharynx.  The  laryngeal 
mirror,  having  been  previously  warmed 
to  prevent  its  becoming  steamed  by  the 
breath,  is  now  passed  rapidly  over  the 
tongue,  and  made  gently  to  elevate  the  soft 
palate.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  objects,  as  seen  in  the  mirror,  are  re- 
versed backwards.  The  base  of  the  tongue, 
perhaps,  will  be  first  observed ;  next  will 
be  seen  the  epiglottis ;  and  then,  with  care- 
ful manipulation,  assisted  by  the  patient 
saying  the  word,  "  Ah ! "  the  vocal  appara- 
tus may  be  demonstrated.  In  sonae  cases 
it  will  be  necessary  to  hold  the  tongue  for- 
ward with  a  towel ;  this  proceeding,  how- 
ever, greatly  distresses  certain  patients,  the 
examination  of  whose  throats  may  be  better 
made,  either  by  depressing  the  tongue  with 
a  common  spatula,  or  by  requesting  them 
to  retract  and  bury  this  organ,  so  to  speak, 
in  the  floor  of  the  mouth.  Should  the  sun- 
light be  employed  to  illumine  the  larynx, 
the  laryngeal  mirror  will,  of  course,  be  the 
only  instrument  required. 

Thanks  to  the  labors  of  Dr.  Gibb,  much 
has  already  been  done  in  this  country  to 
prove  the  value  of  the  laryngoscope  in  the 
investigation  of  the  physiological  as  well  as 
the  pathological  condition  of  the  air  pas- 
sages, and  much  more  remains  yet  to  be 
accomplished.  By  moderate  practice,  how- 
ever, any  one  may  make  himself  famvlv&x 
with  the  insttumervVi,  wvi^  \i^  \>\q^«^"^  ^- 
reeled  trea^meiil  m  i\sea."&^^  ^^V\^\«  \s!k»s2Q 
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FERTUSBia. 

In  the  April  onmber  of  the  Obsbbvbb. 
yon  r«qneat  Homoeopathic  phyBlduis  1 
port  their  experiance  In  the  Creatment  of 
Ptrtuuii. 

The  remedies  that  Ihftve  found  the  most 
beneficial,  io  the  krgest  Damber  of  cues, 
are  CkginuH  mtl.  and  Droura,  I  never  em- 
ploy them  lower  than  the  200lh  attennaUoa, 
and  rarely  exhibit  more  than  two  doset  a 
day.  Fertiii»B  is  a  dlseua  to  be  gaided 
and  mitigated,  not  cured.  Hence,  as  a  gen- 
eral  mie,  the  higher  attennationa  should  be 
employed,  and  the  doaes  repeated  at  com- 
paratiTflly  long  interToli,  It  is  to  be  feared 
tbat  a  disregard  of  this  rule  has  been  too 
frequently  followed  by  aKgravatiODH,  and 
conseqnent  disgust  at  the  result. 


i  Popni.P8  C^NniciiiB.— Dr.  Tliatcber  F. 
I  Conanl  tajt  that  be  has  osed  an  ointment 
^  maile  IVom  P.'opul^a  Cendicans  nith  great 
advantBge  in:  cases,  of  bemonboids.  (An 
alcoholic  eiC(act  can  be  tai.de  of  the  green 
buds,  and  this  added  to  oil,  Ao.,  to  form  a 
cerate.)  He  neTef  fails  to  give  relief  nith 
this  application  and  save  many  sleepless 
nights.  For  the  attendant  constipation,  Nux 
2nd  or  8rd  at  night,  and  PodopbUum  2nd  in 
the  morning. 

[We  think  tbsjt  Dr.  Conant's  cnre  Is  not 
eqoal  to  the  etnoncy  of  .^sculns.— Ed.] 

Popntos  Bal^imifera  contains  a  resin- 
ous Juice,  esteemed  In  Allopathic  practice  as 
an ti- scorbutic  and  diuretic.  In  France,  aa 
ointment  from  dbe  buds  is  applied  to  ulcers 
and  tumors,  l>r.  John  Nietz  sayi  tbat  it 
1b  highly  antisebtic  and  sanative,  of  a  more 
healing  influence  than  any  of  the  earimt.  It 
Ib  frequently  used  in  healing  salves  or  oint- 
ments. I  have  known  it  to  heal  the  moet 
obsUnate  Inflamed  uletroui  breaiU,  tall  rhewn 
and  rmmittp  mra,  by  mixing  one  tenth  part 
of  strong  tincture,  or  of  the  oil-pods,  with 
snet  or  fresh  June  butter,  frying  in  a  pan, 
then  strained  or  flllered  through  a  cloth, 
and  applied  thin.  Dr.  D.  Bbell  says  it  is  an 
Infallible  cure  for  the  itch,  by  applying  the 
tincture  inteniBlly  and  externally. 

[We  wonld  rather  recommend  tbat  the 
different  ipedes  of  PopQloi  sbonid  be  prov- 
od,  ttta  ftroT  tbelr  empirical  use  in  olnt- 


MICHIGAN  EOMCBOPATHIC INBTITDTE. 

The  AsBsciation  will  meet  on  Wednesday, 
June  8th,  IS64,  at  10  A.  M.,  in  the  basement 
room  of  Christian  Church,  corner  of  Bean- 
bien  and  Jeffeigon  avenue,  Detroit. 

The  following  Special  Committees  are  ex- 
pected to  report ; 

On  FuJaieatioH—DrK.  E.  A.  Lodge,  P.  H. 
Hale,  Q.  'T.  Band  and  I.  N.  Eldrldge. 

On  Frefutoriiip  in  Statf  UnietTtU]! — Dra. 

D.  W.  Sogers,  If.  B.  Covert,  and  Wm.  Hnat- 

On  Bomaapatkie  CaHtgt—lyn.  0.  J.  Hempel 
J.  M.  Long  and  E.  A.  Lodge. 

On  Prwinst—On.  S.  M.  Hale,  C.  A.  Vil- 
liftms,  and  L.  H,  Jones. 

On  Fathotoffv—JiTt.  E.  H.  Drake,  A.  H, 
BoUford  and  F.  Fluster. 

On  Syfimt—On.  E.  A.  Lodge,  A.  W. 
Walker  and  Isaac  Douglas. 

On  SuT^jry— Drs.  E.  R.  Ellis.  A.  J.  Baw- 
yer,  £.  H.  Drake  and  Smith  Rogers. 

0«  Obitetria—Dia  A.  Walker,  A.  Bagley, 
B.  W.  Pattison  and  John  Doy. 

On   Medkai   Eltciricity—Tin.   Joseph  SIU 

E.  L,  Roberta  and  J.  A.  Albertson. 

On  Silphium  Uemimnm—VTi.  C.  A.   Jefih- 

39,  J.  B.  Tuttle  andH.  C.  Bagg. 

Oh  SUrati  I/roniwn-DrB.  H.  T,  Hawley, 
B,  P.  Mai'vin  and  Lewis  Taylor. 

On  Z»o«— Drs.  C.  J.  Hempel.  J.  B.  Hyde. 
I.  D.  Craig  and  JobnE.  Smith. 

On  JVcw  Rmtiiit-Ha.  A.  R.  Ball,  Orrin 
Fowie  and  S.  N.  Coons. 

On  Epidemia—Un  A.  H.  BotsTord,  C.  J. 
Covey,  John  Dor  and  A.  Fomsworlh. 

At  last  meeting  it  wae 

Reteleed,  That  the  Secretary  be  autborlKed 

receive  new  members  at  any  time  upon 
the  conditions  o!  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  and  (bat  he  send  a  cordial  Invitation 

all  the  Hommopatbic  Physicians  of  this 
State,  who  are  not  now  members,  to  umt« 
with  the  oraanisatioQ,  and  tbat  such  new 
members  shall  have  the  privilege  of  report- 
ing at  the  next  meeting,  upon  any  subjeot 
connected  with  medical  science  that  Ussy 
may  select. 

The  Annual  Address  will  he  delivered  by 
A.  Bagley,  M.  D. 

Homceopathic  physicians  of  MicUgaa, 
[joining  8tal«s  and  Canada,  are  cordUUy 
invited  to  attend.  We  expect  a  pleuant 
and  profitable  meeting. 

RDWIN  A.  LODQE,  BecreUi;. 


4iilimS€4H 
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^^Similia,    Simitibug^    CmrmOurJ^ 

**I  present  you  with  a  Tmth  long  sought  for,  a  principle  of  eternal  nature,  I  appeal  to  ezistlnf 
Dute  alooeto  conTince  yon;  and  when  a  conscientioas  and  complete  course  of  study  shall  crown  youi 
researehes  with  success,  then,  as  I  have  done,  bless  Providence  for  the  immense  benefaction  he  has  allowec 
to  descend  upon  the  earth  throneh  my  humble  ageaoy,  for  I  have  been  but  a  feeble  instrument  of  th< 
Omnipotence,  oefore  which  we  all  bow  in  humility."  HAHNEMAl^. 
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WESTERN   INSTITUTE   OF   HOMEOPATHY. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Second  Annnal  Meeting  of  the  Western 
Inatitnte  of  Homoeopathy,  composed  of  del- 
egfttei  from  the  western  and  north-western 
Bliitei,  was  held  May  19th,  at  Chicago. 

The  Ccmyention  was  called  to  order  at 
half-past  10  o'clock  hy  the  President,  G.  J. 
HMupel,  M.  D. 

XOLL  OF  MBMBSBfl. 

Drs.  Ulrich  Mohr,  D.  A.  Oolton,  E.  M. 
Hale,  B.  8.  Smith,  G.  D.  Beebe,  N.  F. 
Cook«,  R.  Ludlam,  Chicago ;   Wm.  G.  An- 


thony, of  Princeton;  Joseph  Scofield,  o\ 
Woodfall ;  D.  A.  Cheever,  of  Pekin  ;  S.  M, 
Pratt,  of  Dover ;  J.  T.  Temple,  E.  C.  Frank- 
lin, and  Wm.  T.  Helmuth,  of  St.  Lonis,  Mo.; 
L.  E.  Ober,  of  La  Crosse ;  C.  F.  Reed,  of 
Kenosha ;  J.  S.  Douglas,  of  Milwaukee, Wis. ; 
C.  J.  Hempel,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  FRACTURE S. 

Dr.  S.  R.  Beckwith,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College, 
made  a  verbal  report  upon  the  treatment  of 
fractures.  He  stated  that  he  had,  for  the 
last  ten  years,  paid  much  attention  to  this 
subject.  It  was  well  known,  he  said,  that 
for  the  first  few  days  no  change  could  tsike 
place  in  the  fractured  bone,  and  he  was 
therefore  opposed  to  the  old  plan  of  using 
tight  dressings  at  once.  He  thought  it  best 
to. make  a  slight  extension  of  the  limb  for 
the  first  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  use  cool 
appliances  for  five,  seven,  or  ten  days,  ac- 
cording to  the  age  of  the  patient.  By  this 
plan  he  thought  that  infiammation  and 
sloughing  would  be  prevented.  He  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  permanent  dressings 
should  not  be  used  till  after  these  periods. 

As  a  further  security  against  inflammation 
during  these  periods,  he  applied  lotions  of 
arnica,  aconite,  and  cold  water,  giving  the 
same  internally.  He  contended  that  one  of 
the  greatest  improvements  in  modem  sur- 
gery was  in  doing  away  with  the  permanent 
bandages  for  the  first  five,  seven,  or  ten 
days  ;  and  he  deprecated  the  use  of  the 
double  inclined  plane,  and  advised  the  use 
of  the  straight  splints  in  all  cases.  He  en- 
tered into  an  elaborate  description  of  the 
mechanical  appliances  which  he  had  adopt- 
ed in  the  treatment  of  Aractures,  and  claim- 
ed for  his  peculiar  and  novel  method  greatei 
success  than  could  be  obtained  in  any  othei 
way.  In  referring  to  the  subject  of  union 
of  fractures,  he  said  that  in  some  cases  it 
was  almost  impossible  for  a  union  of  th« 
fracture  to  occur.  This  was  not  the  fault  oi 
the  surgeon,  but  was  entirely  Q!^<^Sk%  \a  HSbi 
condltioii  of  the  piXVviA.  \xi\«rQai\  tkcd 
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dies,  particularly  phosphate  of  lime  and 
silicia,  he  had  found  yaluable  agents  in  get- 
ting the  patient  into  a  proper  condition  fa- 
vorable to  such  union.  The  usual  plan  was 
to  rub  the  ends  of  the  fractured  bones  to- 
gether. This  was  not  always  successful. 
The  plan  he  had  adopted  was  to  cut  down 
upon  the  bones  and  fasten  the  ends  together 
with  silver  sutures,  the  object  being  to  get 
up  inflammation  which  was  not  present,  or 
was  inefficient.  He  then  gave  detailed 
phins  of  treatment  of  various  other  forms  of 
fractures. 

Dr.  Ludlam  stated  that  real  inflammation 
was  not  necessary  to  a  union  of  fractures. 
!Chere  was  jsuch  a  thing,  he  said,  as  physio- 
logical injection^  which  was  a  normal  state 
necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  healthy 
plasma.  This  was  to  be  distinguished  from 
the  pathological  state  which  they  called 
eongesiion,  but  the  term  congestion  should 
not  be  applid  to  a  normal  physiological  in- 
jection. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Beebe,  Dr.  Beckwith 
was  requested  to  reduce  his  report  to  writ- 
ing and  hand  it  to  the  Secretary  for  publica- 
tion. 

ADMISSION   OF   DELEGATES   FROM  OHIO. 

Dr.  J.  Bosler  and  Dr.  W.  Webster,  dele- 
gates from  the  county  and  city  societies  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  were  invited  to  take  seats  in 
the  Convention  and  participate  in  the  pro- 
'Ceedings. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

Dr.  Beebe,  from  the  Board  of  Censors, 
reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  had 
•been  approved  of  by  the  Board,  and  had 
paid  the  initiation  fee.  He  requested  that 
•they  be  elected  members  of  the  Institute, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to :  Drs.  S. 
ft.  Beckwith,  E.  C.  Franklin,  W.  C.  Barker, 
J.  D.  Craig,  C.  A.  Jager,  Wm.  H.  Burt,  A. 
Kendrick,  E.  J.  Eraser,  J.  Bosler,  W.  Web- 
«ter,  E.  R.  Payne,  P.  H.  Worley,  S,  N. 
doons,  F.  H.  Van  Lieu,  E.  J.  Painter,  and 
A.  E.  Small. 

It  being  stated  that  there  were  present  a 
number  of  medical  gentlemen  from  the 
Eastern  States  and  Canada,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Beebe  they  were  all  invited  to  take  seats 
in  the  Convention  and  participate  in  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

ABTICULAS  RESECTIONS. 

Dr.  Franklin  was  then  called  upon,  and 
delivered  an  address  upon  the  subject  of 
Articular  Resections  following  gun-shot 
wounds. 

He  said  that  the  first  case  of  articular  re- 
section, noted  in  the  history  of  surgery,  was 
performed  by  Dr.  Filkins  in  1762,  in  Nor- 
wich, England,  and  at  the  time  the  case  at- 
tracted a  great  deal  of  attention.  A  few 
j^ean  after,  Mr,  Parks,  a  surgeon  of  Liver- 


pool, repeated  the  operation,  and  it  was  met 
by  opposition  from  and  denunciation  by 
those  members  of  the  profession  who  al- 
ways oppose  any  new  innovation  in  the  art 
of  medicine  and  surgery.  At  a  later  period 
several  surgeons  performed  similar  opera- 
tions, some  of  them  of  a  bold  and  formid- 
able character.  Even  as  far  back  as  the 
time  of  Hippocrates,  he  said  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  prove  that  resection  of  bones  was 
practiced.  This  method  of  operating,  how- 
ever, had  not  been  firmly  established  until 
the  time  of  Listen  and  Syme.  At  the  pres- 
ent day,  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
operation  of  resection  had  been  so  general, 
that  it  was  now  being  adopted  by  the  best 
surgeons.  He  next  proceeded  to  refer  to 
the  subject  of  resection  from  gun-shot 
wounds,  and  said,  after  some  experience  in 
the  army,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  gun-shot  wounds  were  only  formidable 
in  ratio  to  the  amount  of  injury  done  to 
the  large  articulations.  The  most  danger- 
ous wounds  of  the  extremities  were  those  of 
the  hip,  knee  and  elbow  joints,  as  the  small- 
est punctures  made  in  those  joints  often 
proved  fatal.  Even  slight  wounds  in  the 
larger  joints  were  often  fatal  TeianuSf 
he  said,  often  followed  injuries  of  the  ging- 
lymoid  joints ;  but  rarely,  if  ever,  from  in- 
juries to  the  ball  and  socket  joints.  He 
argued  that  there  should  be  a  difference  be- 
tween the  treatment  of  gun-shot  wounds  in 
the  upper  and  lower  extremities.  He 
thought  that  in  the  upper  extremities,  as  a 
general  rule,  resection  would  be  proper, 
while  in  the  lower,  amputation  should  be  re- 
sorted to. 

Dr.  Franklin  then  presented  several  draw- 
ings of  an  interesting  character,  illustrating 
cases  of  resections  of  joints.  Primary  resec- 
tions of  the  hip  joints,  he  said,  were  rarely 
successful,  and  only  a  few  recorded  when 
operated  upon  secondarily.  Open  wounds 
of  the  knee  joints  were  more  favorable  than 
when  closed.  Shell  wounds,  when  the  joints 
were  laid  open,  are  more  apt  to  heal  than 
when  made  by  a  minie  ball.  He  said  that 
it  was  good  practice  to  make  free  incisions 
into  the  knee,  to  convert  a  closed  into  an 
open  wound.  He  did  not  think  resection  of 
the  knee  joints  advisable  for  gun-shot 
wounds,  as  it  had  generally  prov^  fatal. 
Amputation  was  the  better  mode  of  proced- 
ure in  the  lower  extremities,  as  an  artificial 
limb  was  better  than  a  limb  after  resection. 
He  admitted  that  the  surgeon  should  try 
and  save  the  limb  if  possible,  and  only  resort 
to  amputation  when  necessary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  patient.  In  resections  of  the  joints  of 
the  foot,  he  said,  the  rule  should  be  to  save 
as  much  of  the  foot  as  possible.  He  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  gun-shot  wounds  of  the 
clavicle  often  demanded  resection. 

He  then  told  of  a  remarkable  case  related 
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by  Baron  Larrey,  where  a  cannon  ball  pass- 
ed near  tha  shoulder,  and  the  cuticle  was 
scarcely  discolored,  yet  the  head  of  the 
hnmenis  and  clavicle  was  so  shattered  that 
resection  had  to  be  resorted  to  to  save  life. 
The  patient  recoTered.  Larrey  performed 
this  operation  nine  times,  and  with  four 
deaths. 

Dr.  Franklin  said  that  he  had  performed 
eleven  resections  of  the  shoulder-joint  with 
oiily  two  deaths.  This  operation,  he  con- 
tended, should  be  performed  as  quickly  as 
possible  after  the  injury  had  occurred.  He 
then  laid  down  some  important  rules  to  be 
^followed  as  necessary  to  success  in  the  ope- 
ration of  resection.  The  incisions  for  expos- 
ing the  joint,  he  said,  should  be  made  in  the 
direction  opposite  to  the  main  blood-vessels 
and  nerves,  to  avoid  injury  to  the  vital 
parts.  The  incisions  should  be  free,  giving 
sufficient  room  for  manipulation  and  for 
turning  out  the  heads  of  bones.  If  it  were 
possible,  the  incision  should  be  made  in  the 
line  of  ^e  wound,  terminating  so  as  to  per- 
mit a  continued  drain  from  the  Joint.  The 
next  object  was  to  remove  as  much  of  the 
9yn<mdl  membrane  as  possible,  taking  care  to 
preserve  all  periosteum,  as  the  one  led  to  in- 
flammation, while  the  other  led  to  the  re- 
production of  bone.  He  gave  his  unquali- 
fied recommendation  in  favor  of  the  use  of 
tdUndida  tincture  to  suppurating  surfaces, 
&nd  contended  that  Dr.  Temple  of  St.  Louis 
was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  profession 
ibr  its  introduction.  In  conclusion,  Dr. 
jPranklin  declared  that  his  successful  treat - 
jnent  of  surgical  cases  was  due  to  the  use  of 
remedies  upon  the  homoeopathic  law  of 
'WimiUa  nmHAus  ettrantttr, 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  given  to  Dr. 
JPranklin  for  his  elaborate  and  able  paper, 
which  he  was  requested  to  hand  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  publication. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 

AFTERNrOON"  SESSION. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  3  o'clock. 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Ludlam,  it  was  re- 
solved that  three-quarters  of  an  hour  be 
"devoted  to  the  discussion  of  each  of  the  re- 
l>orts  that  Aight  be  submitted  to  the  So- 
•dety. 

DRUG  PROVINaS. 

A  report  upon  the  proving  of  drugs  was 
read  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Douglas,  of  Milwaukee, 
^Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Drug  Prov- 
ings. 

The  concluding  i)ortion  ef  the  report  re- 
•commended  that  it  be  made  the  imperative 
duty  of  every  member  of  the  Institute  to 
.prove  some  drug,  and  submit  their  report 
to  the  Committee  at  their  next  Annual 
Jleetlng. 

After  GODdderable  disciission;  the  follow- 


ing resolution  was  adopted  instead  of  tho 
recommendation  in  the  report : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Insti- 
tute be  requested  to  engage  in  the  proving 
of  drugs  upon  themselves  and  their  friends ; 
and  that  the  Bureau  of  Provings  be  direct- 
ed to  select  and  provide  medicines  and  cir- 
culars defining  the  manner  of  proving  and 
recording  the  symptoms,  which  shall  be  for« 
warded  to  all  members  who  may  signify 
their  desire  to  contribute  in  this  manner  ta 
the  demands  of  science,  and  report  tho 
same  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  by  tha. 
1st  of  April  next,  to  be  by  them  presented 
to  the  public,  or  rejected,  as  they  shall  see 
fit. 

HOMCBOPATHT. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Homoao^ 
pathy  was  presented  by  the  chairman,  Dr.£. 
M.  Hale. 

The  report  was  confined  principally  to  the 
condition  of  the  therapeutic  doctrines  of 
Homoeopathy  at  the  present  time. 

He  said  that  the  law  of  similia  timUtbui 
curantur  had  been  and  must  be  the  great 
therapeutic  law  of  homoeopathy.  There 
could  be  no  other  law  of  cure,  and  it  would 
be  surprising  if  that  law  could  not  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  meet  the  demands  which 
were  made  upon  it,  by  the  discoveries  in 
physiology,  pathology,  and  kindred  sciences^ 
It  was  now  established  that  nearly  all  dis- 
eases have  actual  pathological  states,  that  is^ 
abnormal  conditions  characterized  by  struc-' 
tural  alterations.  He  contended  that  a 
materia  mediea,  founded  upon  physiology 
and  pathology,  as  well  as  symptomatology, 
would  be  one  of  the  grandest  movements  of 
the  age.  The  materia  medica  handed  down 
to  them  by  Hahnemann  and  his  colleagues 
was  a  great  and  an  invaluable  work,  and 
those  who  have  adopted  it  will  never  fall 
back  into  the  barren  sophistries  and  vague 
insanities  of  the  old  school.  He  went  on  to 
remark  that  they  might  rightly  claim  that 
their  power  over  disease  was  greatly  supe* 
rior  to  that  of  the  dominant  school,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  pathogenetic  knowledge  of 
drugs.  If  it  was  now  so  superior,  how  much 
more  successful  would  it  become  when  it 
was  fixed  upon  the  more  seientific  basis  of 
pathology.  The  present  tendency,  how- 
ever, of  the  homoeopathic  school  was  to  a 
more  thorough  proving  of  medicines. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  law  of  cure 
was  the  discovery  of  Hahnemann,  relating 
to  the  influence  of  trituration  and  succession, 
in  developing  the  curative  power  of  drugs., 
Hahnemann  taught  that  these  processes  lib-y 
erated  the  dynamic  principle  existing  in  alt 
remedial  agents ;  that  the  dynamic  power 
was  the  true  curative  power. 

Dr.  Hale  believed  in  the  atomic  po^^t  ^1 
drugs  up  to  a  ceitAAXi^VxiXK  \\i«wS^  ^s^ 
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the  atoms  being  of  s  dWareot  form  prodnc- 
ed  different  efiecta  npoa  the  haman  organ- 
iBm.  If  crude  drng",  when  taken  into  the 
stomach,  were  separated  or  diaintegrated, 
Mjd  the  carative  farne  liberated,  how  much 
more  scientiSc  waa  it  to  liberate  those  forces 
by  pharmaceutical  art,  than  to  oblige  the 
digeattre  orgaQi  to  do  the  work.  By  this 
means  they  get  a  better  and  prompter  action 
from  remedies.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
subject  of  Dose,  and  said  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  some  law  mast  be  discovered  which 
would  be  a,  guide  to  the  selection  of  the 
proper  dose  or  amount  of  medicine  to  be 
given  fn  certain  dtaeasea.  Whether  thia  law 
'  wonld  b«  evolved  out  of  tbe  facts  of  patho- 
geuMls,  and  baaed  upon  the  primary  and 
Bflcondar;  action  of  drugs,  could  not  be  yet 
decided.  It  was  the  opinion  of  theCommit- 
tee  that  so  ezclusive  potenc;  could  be  se- 
lected for  general  uae  in  the  treatment  of 
disease.  Tbe  whole  range  of  potencies,  from 
tbe  bigbeat,  was  naeful  In  general  practice. 
Begarding  the  administration  of  medicines, 
be  said,  it  was  the  most  scientiQc  manner  to 
^ve  a  single  medicine  at  a  time.  He  dis- 
countenanced the  altematiug  of  medicines, 
as  a  general  practice,  and  asserted  that 
mixed  medicines,  except  in  some  instances, 
sbonld  never  be  made,  as  such  a  practice 
wonld  lead  back  into  tbe  uncertainties  of  old 
school  medication. 


Tonr  Committee  contider  that  they  have 
evary  reason  to  congratulate  the  members 
of  the  InsUtnte  on  the  present  condition  of 
homceopathy  In  this  country,  and  particn- 
Iwly  in  tbe  WeaU  Onr  Byatem  baa  kept 
even  growth  with  the  growth  of  the  flourish- 
ing cities  of  which  Chicago  is  the  type.  It 
keeps  pace  ^th  the  iotellectu^  develop- 
ment of  the  popalatioas  of  the  Western 
States.  Wherever  a  community  is  noted  for 
its  intellectual  culture,  its  educational  ad- 
Tantagea,  and  Its  popular  reSnement,  there 
you  irill  find  bomceopathy  is  adopted  and 
appreciated.  This  is  one  of  tbe  great  truths 
of  the  age,  and  we  confidently  call  upon  our 
Opponenta  to  proTe  to  tbe  contrary,  well 
taowing  they  aare  not  attempt  it. 

The  future  of  hom<eopatby  will  be,  in 
every  respect,  grand  and  triaiapbaut,  If  ita 
adherents  work  diligently  and  honestly  for 
ita  elevation  and  progrea^on.  The  fate  of 
the  system,  he  sold,  was  In  their  own  hands. 
He  was  confident  that  no  homceopathic  phy- 
^dan  would  do  anght  to  discredit  a  system 
of  medldne,  which  has  in  it  the  elements  of 
so  much  that  Is  capable  of  elevating  the 
physical  condition^of  the  human  race. . 


Dr.  a.  D.  Beebe,  aa  Chairman  Of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Surgery,  called  attention  to 
tbe  large  number  of  caaea  of  diphtheria 
wherein  the  patients  died,  not  so  much  from 
the  vimlence  of  tbe  diaease,  aa  from  snflb- 
cation  by  reason  of  tbe  false  membrane  be- 
ing located  at  and  obstructing  the  glottis. 
From  the  confidence  he  had  in  the  remedies 
indicated,  he  waa  satisSed  that  if  time  could 
have  been  gained  for  the  action  of  remedies, 
these  cases  might  have  been  saved,  He  re- 
ported two  caaes  in  which  he  had  operated, 
one  «f  which  proved  fatal,  iu  consequence 
of  the  tube  not  being  kept  open  by  the 
nurse,  and  the  other  resulted  in  perfect  re- 
covery, though  at  the  time  of  operating  the 
patient  was  to  all  appearances  dead  from 
suffocation.  In  this  latter  case  the  ^Iver 
tnbe  had  been  Inserted  into  the  trachea, 
or  windpipe,  just  at  the  upper  margin  of  tha 
sternum,  and  allowed  to  remain  In  that  posi- 
tion for  two  days,  when  the  disease  had  ab 
far  abated  as  to  allow  the  patient  to  breathe 
without  the  tube.  It  was  then  removed, 
and  tbe  opening  closed  by  qoill  sntures.  In 
a  few  days  the  patient  had  entirely  recov- 

Dr,  Beebe  was  reqasated  to  put  his  r«- 

marks  in  writing  and  hand  them  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  publication. 


THE   PBOCESS   D 

Dr.  Wm,  T.  Eelmuth,  of  St.  Louis,  Chalr- 
an  of  the  Committee  on  Anatomy,  read  to 
the  members  of  the  Institute  a  minutely-pre- 
pared paper,  ezphtlning  tbe  process  of  em- 
balming tbe  dead  body,  for  the  nse  of  tbe 
medical  student,  or  for  tbe  satisftiction  of 
friends  who  are  desirous  of  obt^nlng  the 
bodies  of  the  dead,  fallen  in  battle.  Ha 
s^d  the  subject  was  now  attracting  much 
attention,  and  was  of  great  interest  to  the 
profession. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  published. 

SOHIEOPATHT    Id   THE    aBMT. 

Dr.  i'ranklin  gave  notice  that  during  to- 
day's session  be  would  introduce  a  resoln- 
tion  having  for  its  object  the  introduction 
and  legalization  of  bomceopathy  in  (be  army 
of  the  United  Slates. 


The  President  informed  the  members  of 
the  Institute  that  they  were  invited  to  a 
banquet  at  the  Sherman  House,  at  half-past 
9  in  the  evening,  given  by  tbe  resident  bom- 
ceopsthlc  phyaictans  of  Chicago. 

Tbe  Convention  then  adjourned  to  meet 
at  10  o'clock,  May  20th. 

In  tbe  evening  the  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute, accompanied  by  (hrir  wives, and  seve- 
ral friends,  assembled  in  one  of  the  parlors 
of  the  Sherman  Route,  where  an  how  wu 


AMERICAN   HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 


85 


most  agreeably  spent  in  social  conrersa- 
tion. 

BEOOND  DAY'S  PROOEEDINaB. 

The  second  day's  session  commenced  at 
half-past  10  o'clock,  Dr.  J.  T.  Temple,  of  St. 
Louis,  in  the  chair. 

CHIEFS  OF   BUREAUS. 

Dr.  B.  Ludlam,  from  the  Committee  on 
dominations,  reported  the  following  gentle- 
men as  Chiefs  of  Bureaus,  to  leport  upon 
the  following  subjects : 

Orthopmdic  Surgery-^.  B.  Beckwith,  M. 
D.,  of  Cleyeland,  0. 

Plastic  [Surffery—E.  C.  Franklin,  M.D.,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Treatment  of  JHsloeations — G.  B.  Beebe, 
M.B.,  of  Chicago. 

'Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Spotted  Fever — 
X.  C.  Belding,  M.B. ;  A.  0.  Blair,  M.D. 

Typhoid  Fever--G,  W.  Bowen,  M.D. 

Skin  Dieeaaes — N.  F.  Cooke,  M.D. 

Diphtheria— J.  S.  P.  Lord,  M.D. 

Cancer — D.  A.  Cheever,  M.D, 

Prolapsue  and  Betroveraion — L.  Pratt,  M.D. 

Syeteria — J.  Webster,  M.D. 

RamoUieeement — L.  E.  Ober,  M.D. 
.     Contingencies  of  Labor — B.  Ludlam,  M.D. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Dr.  L.  Pratt,  from  the  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness Programme,  reported  the  following 
-order  of  business  for  the  next  session  of  the 
Institute: 

Prayer,  call  of  roll,  reading  of  minutes, 
applications  for  membership,  election  of 
:inembers,  reports  of  Committees,  unfinished 
and  new  business,  miscellaneous  business. 
Treasurer's  report,  election  of  officers,  ap- 
pointment of  Committees,  selection  of  local- 
ity for  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Li- 
stitute. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  receiyed  and 
approTed.  The  amount  received  during  the 
past  year,  as  exhibited  by  the  report,  was 
(110,  and  the  sum  paid  out  for  printing  was 
990,  leaving  $20  in  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer. This  report  did  not  include  any  por- 
tion of  the  money  received  at  the  present 
session. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  next  Annual 
Meeting  be  held  at  St.  Louis,  commencing 
on  the  third  Thursday  in  May,  1865. 

CLINICAL   MEDICINE   AND   FATHOLOGT. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Temple,  of  St.  Louis,  Chairman 
of  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pa- 
thology, read  an  interesting  report  upon  the 
aubjeet.  After  entering  into  a  lengthy  dis- 
course relative  to  the  origin  and  history  of 
honuBopathy,  Dr.  Temple  said  that  he,  with 
4Iia  Committee,  had  come  to  the  following 
ooDdadoiis :  That,  in  the  Snt  place,  an  ac- 
-eurata  laowledge  of  the  ftinctiona  of  erery 
"Crgaa  o/ibe  bodf  and  the  tdasnes,  in  a  state 


of  health,  was  essential  to  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  their  alteration  by  morbific  forces, 
or  disease.  In  the  second  place,  that  they 
had  shown  pathological  alterations  of  struc- 
ture to  be  merely  objective  symptoms,  lying 
below  the  surface.  Pathology  must  there- 
fore be  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the 
whole  symptoms,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing an  effectual  remedy. 

He  went  on  to  contend  that  disease  was 
no  other  than  the  organism  in  the  act  of 
throwing  from  the  system  that  which  inter- 
fered with  its  physiological  integrity.    Hom- 
oeopathy, he  contended,  could  go  hand  in 
hand  with  physiological  medicine— hygiene, 
in  all  its  hesdth-giving  forms.    These  two 
together  could  look  blue  cholera  in  the 
face,  bid  defiance  to  fever,  stand  without  a 
care  beside  the  bed  of  the  Egyptian  disease 
—diphtheria,  and  almost  laugh  to  scorn  all 
its  prognosticated  sequela.    He  went  on  to 
remark  that  materia  medica  was  one  of  the 
columns  that  sustained  the  dome  of  the  great 
doctrine  of  homoeopathy,  and  its  power  was 
such   that  an  error  could    never    prevail 
against  it.    Therapeutics  was  the   system 
which  was  the  demonstration  of  the  medi- 
cine and    the    disease.     The  principle   of 
simUia  constituted  the  very  corner-stone  of 
homoeopathy — the  lever  of  all  therapeutic 
power.    The  principle  was  a  universal  one ; 
it  extended  to  everything,  and  applied  to 
everything  in  physical,  mathematical,  me- 
chanical, and  natural  science ;  to  religioOi 
politics  and  literature.    In  the  examination 
of  patients,  he  advised  all  to  look  calmly, 
think  deeply,  and  to  gather  every  symptom, 
whether  physiological,  pathological,or  of  any 
other  character  which  might  be  requisite  to 
form    a    complete    symptomatic    picture. 
After  this,  guided  by  the  polar  star — "  Si- 
mUia" their  course  would  be  plain,  though 
the  voyage  might  be  difficult.    In  conclu- 
sion, he  urged  upon  them  the  duty  and 
responsibility  of  the  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute.   It  was  their  duty  to  cherish  with 
wannest  affection  the  memory  of  their  great 
master,  and  to  guard  with  jealous  care  the 
unsuUeid  name  of  the  father  of   homoeo- 
pathy.   Their  responsibility  consisted  in  the 
war  of  truth  against  error,  false  teaching, 
false  doctrine,  and  fatal  practice.   He  called 
on  them  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  bear- 
ing aloft  the  flag  of  SimUia  *cha.Tgmg  the  en- 
emy with  the  bayonets  of  therapeutic  truth, 
unUl  the  shout  of  victory  shall  resound 
throughout  the  land, and  suffering  humanity 
be  released  from  the  torture  and  barbarism 
of  allopathy  and  all  its  allies. 

The  report  was  well  received,  and  otdM«A. 
to  be  published. 

Adjoarned. 

AyriaB.iaooT5  «Ba«\s3r&. 
At  3  o' clock  Vok  tti©  aftfttiaooxL  >iSa»^«^ 
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re-Bnembled,  Dr.  J.  M.  Donglas  temporaiy 
President. 

Dr.  Beebe,  from  the  Board  of  Ceneors,  re- 
Irorted  the  namea  of  Drs.  C.  A.  Wilbur,  of 
CbIca£o,  and  George  S.  Hall,  as  members  of 
the  Institute, 

SXOLUBIOH     I 


T)r.  B.  Lndlam  read  the  foilowing  reaoln- 
tioDi,  nltich  bad  been  adopted  by  the  Miami 
BomoBOpatliio  Medical  Association,  and 
Vhicb  were  Bent  to  the  Institate  to  be  read : 
Wherecu,  The  exclosion  of  homoeopathic 
^hyiicians  Avm  the  arm;  and  naTj  of  the 
United  Statea  being  illegal  and  anjuat,  and 
thos  violating  every  principle  of  humanity, 
"by  fcrcisg  a  system  of  medical  practice 
tlpon  tbose  who  utterly  discard  and  refase 
me  same  when  at  home,  and  thereby  pre- 
'vsnting  a  large  class  of  intelligent,  compe- 
tent surgeons  from  eDgagiug  in  this  import- 
'    aat  department  of  practice ;  and 

Whenia,  Onr  fnande  at  home  aud  in  the 
umy  and  navy  are  feeling  indignant  at  the 
li^nstice  of  aucb  an  illegEil  arrangement,  we, 
tbe  members  of  the  Miami  Homceopathic 
Medical  Association,  do  present  to  the  West- 
ern inatjtuta  of  Homceopathy  tbe  followiog 
resolutions  expressing  the  sentiments  and 
feelings  of  the  homceopathic  pbysiciaos  of 
this  great  valley ; 

Resolved,  That  the  homceopathic  physi^ 
dans  of  Uia  United  States  do,  in  a  body, 
join  In  lond  and  solemn  protest  against  the 
continuation  of  snch  ii^nstice ;  and  that  we 
in  a  suitable  document  appeal  to  tbe  proper 
«ulborities  that  we  be  granted  a  due  pro- 

SDrtion  of  the  medical  and  surgical  practice 
I  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
dnrlng  tbe  present  war,  and  for  all  time  to 

SeiBlved,  That  we  deem  this  just  to  our 
fiiends,  who  are  exposing  themselves  to  ex- 
treme dangers,  and  irbo  will  call  ua  to  an 
account  for  our  apparent  silence,  unless  we 
act  with  energy,  perseverance,  and  power. 

Dr.  Franklin,  of  St.  Louis,  said  that  ho 
Van  glad  to  see  this  matter  brought  np. 
Ha  had  prepared  a  series  of  resolutions  to 
present  hi  the  Inatitnte,  aud  he.  would  now 
offer  the  following: 

In  view  of  the  comparatively  superior 
henefits  to  suffering  humanity  that  follow 
the  introduction  of  the  homoeopathic  system 
of  medicine  wherever  it  has  been  practised. 

Whereat,  Tbe  brave  defenders  of  our  com- 
mon nationality  demand  of  the  Government 
all  the  means  and  appliance  that  the  most 
taligbeeDed  and  progressive  medical  prac- 
ttee  caa  bettow,  fn  eoan'derationfor  the  rirt 
»o  iM/iA  Md  umb  that  t»  cheerfully  jieldod 


'or 


^^sa'ssr°i'^je.r°"'°°°'° 


Be  it  TeinUed,  That  the  West«m  IntUtnta 
of  Homceopatby  does  hereby  pledge  iU^ 
to  use  all  due  diligence  and  effort  to  secnra 
to  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  Stales 
tbe  introduction  and  legalization  of  this 
beneflcent  system  of  practice. 

The  passage  of  this  resolution  was  strenil- 
onsly  urged  by  Drs.  Franklin,  Long,  Fratt, 
Douglas,  Belding,  Hale,  Small,  and  others, 
who  were  very  earnest  in  their  denun<^ 
tion  of  the  allopathic  physicians,  and  th« 
policy  of  the  administration  that  ahnta  hom- 
ceopathic physicians  out  from  tbe  army  and 

Dr.  Beebe  offered  a  substitute,  which  was 
afterwards  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Franklin  moved  that  a  Committee  of 
three,  members  of  the  Institute,  be  cbosen 
to  take  general  charge  of  this  matter ;  anA 
that  the  Committee  have  power  to  appoint 
Sub-Committees  in  every  8tate,city,and  town 
throughout  tlia  country. 

Tbe  motion  was  auanimonsly  carried,  and 
Drs.  E.  C.  Franklin,  of  St.  Louis,  G.  D. 
Beebe,  of  Chicago,  and  B.  S  Beckwith,  of 
Cleveland,  were  chosen  as  snch  Committee. 


The  Society  then  proceeded  to  tbe  election 
of  officers  for  the  current  year,  which  re- 
suited  as  follows ; 

President— Ttr.  J.  T.  Temple. 

First  Vice  Presidenl—Hr.  A.  E.  Small. 

Second  Vue  President— Dr.  3.  S   Douglas. 

Eean-ding  Secretary— Dt,  Wm.  T.  Helmutb. 

Corretpimding  Seeretarti—BT.  E.  M.  Hale. 

Trsmurer-DT.  L.  Pratt. 

Board  of  Ceniori— Drs.  B.  B.  Smith,  a.  D. 
Beebe,  N.  F.  Cooke,  E.  C.FrankUn,  and  D. 
A.  Cbeever. 

The  Chairman  announced  tbe  following 
Bureaus  on  the  collateral  sciences : 

Somaopathy—Gis.  A.  E.  Small,  Q,  E.  Hall, 
and  L.  E.  Ober. 

Drug  ProMBj*— Drs.  J.  S.  Douglas,  W.  H. 
Burt,  and  T.  J.  Patchin. 

Surgery— Bn.S.  C.  Franklin, G.  D.  Beebe,. 
and  R.  S.  Beckwith. 

Anatomy— Dts.  D.  A.  Colton,  W.  T,  Hrf- 
muth,  and  D.  W,  Bouers. 

Physiology— Dt3,  C.  F.  Beed,  —  Lord,  and) 
E.  M.  P.  Ludlam. 

Obstetrice—LTS.  R.  Ludlam,  S.  P.  Cote,. 
and  H.  F.  Cooke. 

Chemitiry—T>ta.  D.  M.  Brown,  A.  0.  Blair,, 
and  £.  M.  McAffee. 

Clinieei  Medicine  and  Pathology — Drs.  IT..  Ei 
Cooke,  P.  H.  Hale,  and  S.  Rogers. 


Dr.  C.  W.  Boyce,  of  Auburn,  N.  T.,  sub- 
mitted an  interesting  paper  upon  the  Lache- 
Bis  In  bronchial  catarrh,  which  had  met  tha 
wann  a.ppToval  of  many  of  the  memben, 
and  Vi  KU  T«t«m&  Vi  "Ava  ^Vitiahiog  Com- 
ndUn. 
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Dr.  D.  W.  Rogers  received  the  thanks  of 
the  members  for  the  exhibition  of  a  device 
for  administeriog  alcoholic  vapor  to  persons 
af9icted  with  rheumatism. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  D.  A.  Cheever,  the 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  procure  certifi- 
cates of  membership  for  the  members  of  the 
Institute,  and  also  to  procure  a  seal  for  the 
Society. 

Dr.  R.  Ludlam  moved  that  the  thanks  of 
the  members  of  the  Institute  be  tendered  to 
the  press  of  Chicago,  for  the  very  perfect  re- 
ports which  they  had  published  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society.  Carried  unani- 
mously. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  St. 
Louis  on  the  third  Thursday  of  May,  1865. 


HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OP 
THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  this 
Society  was  held  at  the  City  Hall,  in  Albany, 
on  Tuesday,  May  10, 1864. 

From  circular  of  Drs.  E.  D.  Jones,  L.  M. 
Pratt  and  H.  M.  Paine,  executive  commit- 
tee, we  extract  the  following  items  : 

"  The  transactions  of  the  Society  represent 
the  annual  status  of  the  Homoeopathic 
school  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

"  The  MS.  copy  of  the  report  for  1864  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  It  will 
contain  fifty-two  articles,  of  which  about 
thirty  relate  strictly  to  medical  science, 
dght  are  historical,  three  have  especial  ref- 
erence to  the  introduction  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic system  of  practice  into  the  army, 
nine  are  reports  and  proceedings  of  County 
Medical  Societies.  There  are  also  tables 
and  papers  relating  to  the  County  and  State 
organisations  of  very  great  value  to  the 
profession. 

"  In  ord&r  to  maintain  our  present  stand- 
ing, and  make  still  greater  attainments  in 
an  the  departments  of  medical  science,  the 
ablest  practitioners  of  our  school  should 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  re- 
port the  results  of  their  studies  and  experi- 
ence for  publication  in  the  Transactions. 
Let  the  profession  keep  this  fact  constantly 
in  view,  and  be  prepared  to  report  at  every 
leeular  meeting  of  the  Society,  either  indi- 
vidually or  through  their  respective  county 
organizations,  all  papers  that  are  worthy  of 
I^eservation. 

*  If  every  Homoeopathic  physician  in  this 
Btate  would  annually  fsmish  the  history  of 
•  mmgU  dinicaX  ease,  Homoeopathically  treat- 
ed, and  a  nngle  drug  proving,  the  report 
would  become  a  valuable  contribution  to 
medical  science,  and  increasingly  useful  to 
ttio  profession.  The  secretary  will  arrange 
and  daaaif  J  all  such  communications,  how- 
f?«r  Ihigmentary,  and  prepare  item  for 


Bond  Stbeet  Homceopathic  Disfbitsabt' 
New  Yobk. — The  ninth  annual  report  shows 
that  14,195  were  treated  during  the  year 
ending  Feb.  1,  1864.  The  institution  was 
founded  by  Dr.  Fullgraff.  The  attending 
physicians  are  Drs,  Fullgra£F,  Andrews, 
Danne,  Taylor,  Ermentraut,  Thompson  and 
Woodward. 

New  York  Hoxcbopathic  Dispbnsabt.— 
Patients  attended  in  1868,  7,257.  Attend- 
ing physicians :  Drs.  Lilienthal,  J.  A.  Ward, 
S.  Oaro,  Hitchcock,  Bradford. 


aELSEMINUM  NITIDUM. 

BT  C.   BBIDHABD,   H.  D. 

The  following  symptoms  are  taken  from 
the  Essay  of  Dr.  Joshua  Stoke,  of  WestfiM, 
New  York,  He  proved  the  Gelseminum  at 
my  request,  and  made  it  the  subject  of  his 
inaugural  thesis. 

The  prover,  Joshua  Stone,  is  twenty-seven 
years  of  age.  Has  black  hair  and  light 
complexion.  He  is  strictly  temperate  in  his 
habits  of  life — using  no  intoxicating  drinks 
of  any  kind,  no  coffee,  tea,  or  tobacco.  He 
is  subject  to  occasional  attacks  of  indiges- 
tion, and  suffers  much  from  cold  hands  and 
feet.  Otherwise  he  enjoys  very  good  healtb. 
I  will  give  his  provings  in  his  own  words : 

On  the  2l8t  of  November,  at  10  o'clock:, 
p.  H.,  I  took  six  drops  of  the  mother  tinc- 
ture in  water,  made  from  the  flowers  of 
the  yellow  Jasmin. 

Nov.  22.  During  the  last  night  was  quite 
restless,  and  much  annoyed  with  unpleasant 
dreams.  During  the  day,  distracting 'pain 
in  occipital  region,  much  aggravated  by 
movement,  especially  on  bending  the  head 
downward.  This  pain  was  much  increased 
towards  evening. 

Nov.  23.  Experienced  dull  pain  in  the 
head  and  extremities.  At  10  o'clock,  p.  m., 
took  ten  drops  of  tincture. 

Nov.  26,  26,  27, 28,  no  symptoms. 

Nov.  29.  Took  60  drops  of  tincture  at 
10  p.  H. 


Nov.  80.    ■Duimf^  V\i^  Ti\^\.  ^ WL  ^«r3 
lets,  withmipleaMii^i  AT««ai%  *S\«t  \s\^s&^ 
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Pull  pain  in  bowels,  which  became  quite 
serere  towards  momirig.  Pain  of  a  similar 
character  in  seyeral  of  the  lower  lumbar 
regions.  Doll,  heavy  pain  in  region  of  oc- 
ciput. Involuntary  emission  of  semen  with- 
out an  erection.  Urine  much  increased  in 
quantity.  Ten  o'clock,  a,  m.,  dull  pain  in 
left  humeral  region,  also  in  lower  extremi- 
ties— &ese  are  deep-seated  in  the  muscles. 
Have  felt  chilly  all  day,  particularly  in 
tiie  morning. 

Dec.  1.  Dull,  aching  pain  in  back,  par- 
ticularly in  lumbar  and  sacral  region,  which 
came  on  about  8  a.  h.  Also  similar  pains 
(deep-seated)  in  upper  and  lower  extremi- 
ties, and  Joints  generally.  Yellowish  white 
fto  on  tongue.  Sensation  as  of  something 
wanting  in  epigastric  region.  Emission  of 
semen  without  erection.  All  the  pains  are 
much  aggravated  by  heat  of  bed,  and  all 
much  worse  after  midnight.  The  pains 
spoken  of  above  continued  during  the  day, 
but  in  a  much  less  degree.  In  evening, 
eyes  felt  quite  sore,  and  as  if  there  was 
some  foreign  substance  irritating  the  con- 
junctiva. 

Pec.  2.  Very  restless  during  the  night, 
especially  towards  morning.  Rheumatic 
pains  in  bones  and  Joints  of  extremities,  and 
in  the  back,  as  the  night  previous.  Also , 
pain  in  bowels  towards  morning.  Headache 
of  a  dull,  aching  character  in  occipital 
region,  occasionally  extending  to  the  os 
flrontis.  At  night  eyes  quite  sore ;  not  much 
pain,  but  merely  soreness  with  sensitiveness 
to  light  and  lachrymation.  Slight  chills 
during  the  day. 

Dec.  8.  Awoke  about  8  or  i  a.  m.  with 
severe  pain  in  both  upper  extremities;  seem- 
ed to  be  deep-seated  in  muscles.  The  pains 
were  most  in  left  arm  and  fore-arm^  and  in 
calves  of  both  legs.  General  restlessness, 
with  chills  in  morning  after  breakfast. 
Rather  dull  and  stupid  for  some  days,  with 
disinclination  to  conversation.  This  was 
remarked  by  my  friends,  who  knew  nothing 
of  my  taking  medicine. 

Dec.  4.    Rheumatic  pains  in  extremities. 

After  breakfast  experienced  a  dull,  aching 

pain  in  head  in  region  of  occiput,  which  in- 

cr^aaed  in  severity  as  the  day  advanced. 

Ai  JO  o'clock,  jLx., I  went  to  the  Penn  Hos- 


pital,  where  I  saw  a  number  of  severe 
wounds.  I  am  not  usually  affected  very 
much  by  the  sight  of  wounds,  but  to-day. 
that,  or  something  else,  caused  some  very 
unpleasant  sensations,  which  were  as  fol- 
lows :  I  became  very  weak,  and  my  friend 
remarked  that  I  was  very  pale,  accompanied 
with  slight  nausea  and  trembling  of  lower 
extremities.  These  continued  some  ten 
minutes,  but  disappeared  on  going  into  the 
open  air.  Headache  continued  to  increase 
in  severity  until  after  dinner,  when  it  was 
much  less  severe ;  but  about  4  o'clock  the 
pain  again  returned,  and  was  more  severe 
than  before,  and  seemed  to  .increase  in  se- 
verity until  in  the  eveming,  when  it  became 
excruciating,  accompanied^with  slight  nau- 
sea. The  pain  seemed  slightly  mitigated  by 
shaking  the  head,  but  the  relief  thus  obtain- 
ed was  not  marked.  I  also  felt  quite  chxUy, 
Went  to  bed  about  9  o'clock,  but  the  recum- 
bent position  did  not  mitigate  ^the  pain  at 
first.  I  however  succeeded  in  getting  sleep 
from  about  10)^  to  2)^,  when  I  awoke  with 
most  intense  aching  pain  in  left  frontal 
region,  and  extending  to  right  occipital 
region,  and  occasionally  over  almost  the  en- 
tire head.  This  continued  about  one  hour, 
and  then  left  me  entirely.  After  which,  ex- 
perienced a  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  umbili- 
cal region,  which  continued  until  I  got  up. 
beep-seated  aching  pains  in  muscles  of  ex- 
tremities, relieved  by  motion.  After  break- 
fast had  a  sharp,  shooting  pain  from  right 
shoulder  to  dorsal  vertebra. 

Dec.  8.  During  last  night  the  pains  as 
heretofore  in  the  extremities,  which  came 
on  mostly  after  midnight.  These  panis  were 
also  continued  during  the  day,  but  in  a 
much  less  degree.  Some  headache  as  be- 
fore in  the  occipital  region.  Palpitation  of 
muscles  of  abdomen,  which  continued  about 
three  minutes.  Dull  pain  in  lower  lumbar 
and  sacral  region. 

Dec.  9.  During  night  pains  in  extremi- 
ties, much  as  usual,  particularly  m  fore-arms 
and  calves  of  legSy  also  in  elbow  and  knee 
Joints.  All  symptoms  of  extremities  were 
similar  to  those  experienced  as  before,  bat 
were  less  severe. 

Dec.  10.  Early  in  morning  sharp,  shoot- 
^  ing  in  \afiti  '^YiBAA.u^il  Joint  of  righ  thumb. 
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Hare  experienced  dall  pains  in  muscles  of  | 
right  arm  and  ahnUder^  and  some  of  the 
time  in  left  arm  and  lower  extremities. 

Dec.  11.  Slight  pains  in  extremities  dur- 
ing the  night.  8  p.  m.,  experienced  a  sharp, 
ahooUng  pain  in  calf  of  right  leg.  6  p.  m., 
sharp  pain  in  right  wrist,  7  p.  m.,  dull  pain 
in  left  thigh  and  under  scapula  of  hft  aide, 
1%  p.  M.,  severe  aching  pain  Uft  elbow. 
Have  experienced  dvU  pains  of  a  shifting 
€haracier  all  day. 

Dec.  12.  Symptoms  of  last  night  were 
n  ^  prominent ;  some  slight  pains  in  mus 
cles  of  extremities.  During  the  day  felt 
extremely  dull  and  stupid;  but  little  pain 
in  muscles  of  extremities.  Dull  pain  in 
head  in  region  of  occiput.  9  p.  ii.,  pain  in 
right  wrist  of  dull  character,  with  great 
weakness  of  the  same. 

Dec.  18.  Pain  in  wrist  less  severe,  but 
quite  weak. 

Dec.  14.    No  symptoms. 

Dec.  15.    No  symptoms. 

Dec.  16.  10  p.  M.,  took  50  drops  of  tinc- 
ture. 

Dec.  17.  During  the  night  verp  restleas. 
During  the  day  tendency  to  headache  on 
movement,  particularly  on  going  up  stairs. 

Dec.  18.  Slight  pain  in  left  hypochon- 
driac region. 

Dec.  20.  About  11  a.  m.,  severe  aching 
pain  in  occipital  region  for  a  few  moments. 
Very  duU  and  stupid,  with  aversion  to 
Btudy. 

DR.  HBNBT's  proving. 

The  following  symptoms  were  obtained 
by  Dr.  Henry,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
and  were  forwarded  to  Dr.  G.  Neidhard. 

April  3,  I  took  80  drops  of  the  tinc- 
ture. The  first  symptoms  felt  were 
pains  over  the  whole  top  of  the  head,  ex- 
tending back  to  the  occiput,  with  a  general 
dizziness  and  disagreeable  pain  in  the  whole 
head.  Melancholy  and  desponding  mood. 
Pains  of  shooting  character  in  the  frontal 
^U8,  extending  to  the  eyes  and  jaws.  The 
pain  in  the  eye  is  of  a  pricking  characteri 
extending  from  the  bridge  of  the  nose  to 
tbe  eye.  Pains  deep  in  the  ball  of  the  left 
^e,  extending  from  above   downward^. 


Paroxysmal  pain  in  the  left  lower  extrem- 
ity. Violent  shooting  pain  in  the  leg,  which 
comes  on  in  paroxysms ;  every  one  is  more 
violent.  The  pain  is  half  way  between  the 
knee  and  ankle.  Pain  in  hip  of  left  sidey 
confining  itself  to  the  joint ;  it  at  times  ex- 
tends to  the  outside  of  the  thigh.  The  pain 
is  of  a  drawing,  sharp  chara6ter«  and  much 
worse  on  motion.  Pain  in  little  finger  and 
the  one  next  it.  Pains  in  left  foot  and 
'ankle,  with  spasmodic  contraction  and 
drawing  pains  in  the  toes.  Pains  in  the  neck, 
which  confine  themselves  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  sterno-cleido  mastoid  muscles  directly 
back  of  the  parotid  glands.  On  the  right 
side  pain  extends  from  the  last  back  tooth 
up  to  the  temple.  Short,  paroxysmal  pain 
in  the  superior  part  of  the  right  lung ;  on 
taking  a  long  breath  it  stieks  from  above 
downwards.  The  pain  in  the  lungs  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  symptoms.  Bumb- 
ling and  rolling  in  the  abdomen,  with  emis- 
sion of  flatus  above  and  below.  Periodical 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  with^yellow  diarrhoea 
coming  on  in  the  evening.  Pain  in  the  left 
iliac  region.  Bowels  loose,  but  great  diffi- 
culty to  discharge  anything.  There  seems 
to  be  great  strength  in  the  sphincter  mus- 
cles.   Yellow  coat  on  tongue. 

April  5.  Took  80  drops  of  tincture.  Ex- 
perienced pain  over  the  whole  top  of  the 
head,  extending  back  to  the'occiput.  Gen- 
eral dizziness,  and  disagreeable  pain  in  the 
head.  Melancholy  and  desponding  mood. 
Pains  of  a  shooting  character  in  the  frontal 
•  sinus,  extending  to  thej[eyes  and  jaw.  Pain 
in  the  eyes  is  of  a  pricking  character,  ex- 
tending from  the  centre  to  the  angle.  The 
pains  seem  to  wind  round  the  right  eye. 
Pain  extending  from  the  bridge  of  the  nose 
to  the  eye.  Deep-seated  pain  in  the  eye  oi 
left  side,  extending  from  above  downwards. 
All  these  symptoms  .were  felt  with  more 
violence  than  at  first.  Spasmodic  pain, 
extending  from  the  inner  condyle  of  the 
right  arm  to  the  axilla.  Smoky  appearance 
before  the  eyes,  with  pain  above  them. 
Total  blindness  ensued  in  a  very  short  time 
after  taking  the  80  drops,  with  violent  diz- 
ziness. A  band-like  pain,  which  8uxc<^^as^ 
the  head,  w\l\i  &l[ioo\^xi%^^xiSxi«^^\vii  «s 
parietal  bona.    'Paixi  Vn  \b!^\\^  ^1  *>&! 
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extending  from  the  prominence  of  the  par- 
ietal bone  to  the  mastoid  process  of  the 
temporal ;  it  is  periodical  in  its  nature. 
Periodical  pains  in  the  pectoral  muscles. 
General  symptoms  were :  Chilly  sensations 
over  the  entire  body,  appearing  on  the  same 
day.  Complexion  yellow,  also  the  eyes. 
Complete  prostration  of. the  system  with 
emaciation. 

Dr.  Henry  remarks,  that  the  remedy  was. 
taken  for  one  week,  the  dose  being  gradu- 
ally increased  each  day. 

FBOVING   BT  MB.  BIGELOW. 

Mr.  FranJdin  Biffelow,  aged  24.  Sangul- 
nerrous  temperament.  Took  twenty 
drops  of  tincture  of  Gelseminum  nitidum. 
Eight  days  after  taking  it  experienced  sen- 
sation of  heayiness  and  oppression  of  the 
head.  Severe  and  oppressive  pains  in  the 
forehead  and  vertex.  Headache  very  dis- 
tressing. Gloomy,  and  indisposed  to  exer- 
tion of  any  kind.  Became  tired  and  great- 
ly exhausted  very  easy.  Headache  comes 
on  after  dinner,  and  continues  till  evening. 
At  the  same  time  excessive  drawing,  con- 
tracting and  crampy  pains  in  the  lower 
limbs,  extending  from  the  thighs  to  the  toes. 
The  pains  seem  to  proceed  from  the  bones 
as  well  as  the  muscles.  Excessive  crampy 
pains  in  the  whole  right  foot.  During,  and 
after  a  walk,  the  symptoms  are  much  aggrar 
Tated.  It  seems  as  if  the  limbs  could  not 
be  made  to  move  another  step.  When  the 
pains  are'felt  above  the  knee,  they  are  not 
felt  below,  and  vice  versa,  Excessive  drawing 
and  contracting  pains  in  the  gastroc-nemius 
muscle  of  the  left  leg.  The  other  pains  in 
the  limbs  all  abate  while  sitting.  This  does 
not.  No  position  seems  to  relieve  it. 
Drawing  and  aching  pains,  which  seem  to 
come  from  bones.  Heaviness  and  feeling  of 
weight  in  the  limbs.  But  little  inclination 
to  sleep.  When  it  does  come  on,  dreams 
much  of  business,  etc.  Eyes  much  inflamed 
and  weak,  with  great  flow  of  tears  at  inter- 
rals. 

Mr.  Bigelow  did  not  record  the  symptoms 

at  first,  as  they  were  so  small  he  did  not 

think  them  worth  noting.     He,  however, 

conclnded  that  those  above  were  not  to 

he  triced  with,  and  consequently  recorded 
them: 


Clinical  Reuabeb. — A  child,  aged  10 
was  cured  by  Gelseminum  1st  dil.  2  drops 
every  four  hours,  of  a  kind  of  bilious  fever, 
characterized  by  the  following  symptoms  : 
Qiddiness,  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  forehead 
and  over  the  eyes.  She  cannot  concentrate 
her  mind  on  any  one  thing ;  cannot  read ; 
is  very  Irritable ;  very  thirsty ;  and  has 
slight  chills,  followed  by  much  fever ;  ex- 
treme weakness.  Was  completely  cured 
within  eight  days. 

Mr.  T.  S.,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  art- 
ists in  the  United  States,  upwards  of  eigthy 
years  of  age,  was  afflicted  for  more  than 
four  months  with  a  constant  involuntary  dis- 
charge of  urine  every  quarter  to  half  hour, 
day  and  night.  The  disease  seemed  to  con- 
sist in  a  relaxed  paralytic  condition  of  the 
sphincter  muscles  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 
It  was  impossible  for  him  to  hold  his  water. 
Cantharides,  Bromide  of  Potash,  Dulca- 
mara, and  some  other  remedies  were  pre- 
scribed without  the  slightest  beneficial  ef- 
fect. It  was  now  thought  best  to  omit  all 
remedies  for  several  weeks,  but  without  any 
improvement.  Having  lately  studied  the 
pathogenetic  effects  of  Gelseminum  nitidum, 
it  was  resolved  to  try  it  in  the  above  case. 
Five  drops  of  the  2nd  dil.  were  exhibited 
three  times  a  day.  In  a  few  days  its  benefi- 
cial efiects  were  already  perceptible,  and  in 
the  space  of  a  week  the  whole  disease  was 
conquered,  and  has  not  returned  within  now 
six  months. 


DRUG  PROVING. 


PBOPBB  method  of  CONDUCTIira — TBAB8AC- 
TlOnS   OF   THE   AHEBICAN  INSTITUTE. 

"  We  would  urge  upon  all  those  who  un- 
dertake to  prove  any  medicine,  a  careful 
perusal  of  Hahnemann's  directions  as  to 
the  manner  of  making  such  experiments ; 
they  can  be  found  in  the  Organon,  in  para- 
graphs 121  to  152,  inclusive. 

"  We  consider  it  desirable  that  the  age, 
sex,  temperament  and  individual  peculiari- 
ties of  the  prover  should  be  mentioned. 
The  name  of  the  medicine,  the  potence^ 
the  dose,  the  mode  of  taking  it,  whether 
dry,  or  in  water,  and  the  time  of  day  at  which 
it  is  taken,  should  be  clearly  stated. 

"  It  is  verj  important  that  each  sympton 
be  written  down  carefully,  at,  or  near  as 
pofiflible,  lo  \^«  NiVoift ,  VDL<i  in  the  order  of  ill 
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occurrence ;  and  the  time  at  whicli  it  occurs 
noted. 

"  That  the  location  of  each  symptom  be 
given  with  precision,  and  the  symptom  be 
described  with  minuteness  in  every  respect. 

"  That  each  symptom,  with  all  its  attend- 
ing circumstances  and  concomitants,  be 
written  in  a  separate  paragraph  and  num- 
bered, that  it  may  be  more  easily  referred 
to  Jn  studying  the  character  of  the  medicine 
and  in  arranging  the  symptoms  systemati- 
cally. 

"If  the  prover  feels  doubtful  whether 
any  symptom  is  the  effect  of  the  medicine, 
he  should  afiSx  to  it  a  note  of  interrogation 
within  brackets,  Uius :  [1] 
^"  We  would  advise,  in  conclusion,  that 
each  prover  who  makes  use  of  potencies  in 
proving,  should  make  the  first  trial  with 
high  potencies,  afterwards  if  necessary  in 
his  particular  case,  proceeding  to  the  lower 
dilutions  and  triturations,  and  even  taking 
the  crude  substance  or  tincture  if  satisfac- 
tory results  are  not  obtained  with  the  atten- 
uations. 

"One  member  has  never  been  able  to 
elicit  any  reliable  symptoms  by  means  of 
the  middle  or  higher  potencies,  unless  the 
organism  had  been  previously  saturated 
with  massive  doses  of  the  original  drug. 
He  admits  that  in  exceptional  cases,  by  or- 
ganisms endowed  with  peculiar  idiosyncratic 
susceptibilities  to  medicinal  action,  symp- 
toms may  be  elicited  by  the  higher  poten- 
cies ;  but  he  considers  it  unreliable  to  com- 
mence with  these  potencies." 


AMMONIUM     CAUSTICUM    IN     DIPH- 
THERIA. 

BT   F.  X.  SPBANGEB,   H.  D. 

On  perusing  the  pages  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Materia  Medica,  we  find  no  drug  that 
does  so  much  similate  Diphtheria  as  Am- 
monium causticum.  It  resembles  diphtheria, 
both  in  its  symptoms  as  well  as  pathology ; 
and  although  its  proTings  are  yet  very 
aoant,  still  we  can  draw  a  comparison  be- 
tween it  and  Amm.  carb.,  which  is  very 
irimilar  in  its  action. 

According  to  Noackand  Trinks,  Ammonia 
if  particularly  indicated  in  diseases  that 
liate  a  tendency  to  dissolution  of  the  blood, 
anmning  a  putrid  character,  being  at  the 
•■me  time  aocompanjed  with  oerrotu  and 
reaoug  eretbism. 


Among  its  pathogenetic  symptoms  we  have 
General  excitement  of  the  circulation ;  dry, 
hot  skin,  at  times  profuse  perspirations^ 
high  fever;  small,  weak  and  frequent 
pulse ;  pain  in  the  head,  as  if  it  were  press- 
ed asunder  from  both  sides;  bloody  and 
serous  discharge  from  the  nostrils ;  deep  and 
feeble  voice ;  white  coating  of  the  tongue ; 
burning  and  scratching  sensation  on  the 
root  of  the  tongue  and  fauces ;  burning  and 
heat  and  pain  descending  from  the  mouth 
to  the  stomach,  and  greatly  interfering  with 
respiration ;  swollen  tonsils,  dark  red  color 
of  the  velum,  tonsils,  and  back  part  of  the 
pharynx ;  velum  palati  is  drawn  back,  and 
'  covered  with  a  layer  of  white  mucus ;  very 
difficult  deglutition. 

FathdoffiocU  Anat<my  :  Nasal  membrane 
very  much  reddened,  and  covered  with  al- 
buminous membrane.  The  whole  pharynx 
is  very  red,  velum  palati  dry  and  covered 
with  a  mucous  layer.  Back  part  of  the 
glottis  and  entrance  to  the  inner  glottis  very 
red,  and  covered  with  pseudo-membrane. 
Trachea  and  bronchia  very  much  reddened, 
and  here  and  there  covered  with  membran- 
ous layers. 

Here  we  have  a  pretty  close  picture  of 
diphtheria.  This  drug  is  Indicated  in  com- 
mon pharyngeal  diphtheria,  as  well  as  in 
cases  that  more  particularly  involve  the 
trachea  or  schneiderian  membrane.  The 
records  show  many  cases  in  which  it  has 
had  also  the  desired  efiect. 

Among  many  cases  that  I  have  success- 
fully treated  with  this  medicine,  I  shall 
mention  but  one.  It  was  a  case  of  croups 
ous  diphtheria ;  a  servant  girl  20  years  of 
age;  corpulent,  plethoric  Qonstitutiom 
When  first  called  to  see  her  she  had  a 
croupous  cough,  which  threatened  suffoca- 
tion every  moment.  On  examination,  found, 
the  lower  part  of  the  pharynx  covered  with 
a  white  pseudo-membrane  extending  down 
so  far  as  could  be  seen.  Patient  was  in  the 
greatest  agony,  frequently  jumping  up  out 
of  bed  and  gasping  for  breath.  I  dropped 
16  drops  of  Ammonium  causticum  into  a 
tumberful  of  water,  one-half-teaspoonfiU  to 
be  given  every  half  ho\a.  \a1X.  XJaa  ^^|^w& 
soonafterwaxdA,«^o\i\i^o^^^)OL'e«ia«  V3^ 
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the  first  few  doses  she  nearly  strangled,  de- 
glutition being  so  difficult.  Soon  afterwards 
49he  began  to  get  easier.  Next  morning  I 
found  the  patient  sitting  up  in  bed,  breath- 
ing freely.  Had  taken  some  broth ;  deglu- 
tition was  yery  easy ;  the  pseudo-membrane 
iiad  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  patient 
was  discharged  cured  the  next  day  after- 
wards. 

I  hare  since  then  always  used  the  medi- 
cine, in  less  severe  cases  in  teaspoonful 
doses  of  a  solution  of  5  drops  of  the  Am- 
monium to  a  tumblerful  of  water,  and  given 
in  intervals  from  1  to  4  hours. 


Vat  the  American  Homoeopatliic  Observer. 
OHIMAPHILLA  UMBELLATA. 
Its  value  in  a  Case  of  Irritdble  Bladder, 

BT   E.  X.   HALE,   M.  D.,  OF   CHICAaO. 

A  married  lady,  aged  84,  had  been  troub- 
led for  many  years  with  prolapsus  uteri, 
leucorrhoea,  ulceration  of  the  neck,  etc., 
but  who  is  now  somewhat  better  of  those 
difficulties,  applied  to  me  for  the  relief  of 
■an  obstinate  vesical  irritability.  Her  symp- 
toms were  as  follows : 

Frequent  desire  to  urinate  during  the 
day.  At  night  the  urging  was  so  constant 
as  to  deprive  her  of  nearly  all  sleep.  She 
had  to  get  up  and  urinate  as  often  as  every 
hour.  The  urine  was  high  colored,  depos- 
ited a  copious  light-colored  sediment  (mu- 
<;ous),  and  there  was  considerable  smarting, 
burning  and  pricking  pain  during  its  emis- 
-sions.  The  quantity  of  urine  voided  was 
not  larger  than  normal.  The  patient  was 
constipated,  an  evacuation  only  every  third 
day.  Some  tenderness  over  the  hypogastric 
region.  She  had  a  severe,  racking,  dry 
cough,  but  no  indication  of  pulmonary  diffi- 
culty. The  prolapsus  was  aggravated  by 
the  cough. 

April  2.  Inserted  an  India  rubber  inflat- 
able pissary.  This  relieved  the  prolapsus, 
and  stopped  the  cough  aUogether^  but  the  vesi- 
x$al  irritation  was  not  alleviated,  at  the  end 
of  five  days. 

April  6.    Gave  Cannabis  Ist  (4  pills  No.  5, 

dry,)  oTery  four  hours..   The  efibct  of  this 

remedy  was  prompt  in  reiieying  the  irrita- 

'^an  and  indirectly  oftUfiiig  sleep.    She  de- 


clared it  acted  as  a  direct  anodyne.  This 
improvement  continued  for  five  days,  when 
the  medicine  ceased  to  give  any  relief,  and 
she  grew  worse  than  before. 

April  11.  Gave  ChimaphUla  1-lOth  dilution, 
10  drops  in  a  spoonful  of  water,  every  four 
hours.  For  several  days  no  efifect  was  no- 
ticeable, except  a  Jimhing  of  the  cheeks  for 
about  twenty  minutes  after  each  dose.  On  the 
fourth  night,  however,  she  was  able  to  sleep 
all  night,  and  next  day  she  noticed  that  the 
usual  copious  sediment  was  notably  lessen- 
ed, and  the  dysuria  and  frequent  urging 
rapidly  gave  way.  The  bowels  began  to  act 
regularly;  the  tenderness  of  the  bladder 
disappeared,  and  at  this  date,  April  20tb, 
she  is  more  comfortable  than  for  many 
months  previously. 

Several  things  relating  to  the  action  of 
this  remedy  are  worthy  of  note. 

(1).  The  pathogenetic  symptoms  mention- 
ed above. 

(2).  Its  power  in  relieving  dysuria, 

(8).  Its  influence  in  lessening  the  sedi- 
ment (there  was  an  evident  vesical  catarrh), 

(4).  It£i  curative  action  in  constipation. 

I  have  treated  several  cases  of  gleet  with 
the  Ghimaphilla  1-lOth,  and  with  gratifying 
results.       

IRIS  VERSICOLORr 

BT  JAMES  KITCHEN,   M.  D. 

My  experience  with  Iris  confirms  all 
that  I  mentioned  in  the  paper  in  the  N.  A. 
Journal  some  years  since.  I  make  very 
great  use  of  the  article,  and  consider  it  in 
my  practice  one  of  the  polychrests.  I  pre- 
scribe it  in  the  following  affections : 

1.  Sick  Stomach-^^iihQT  nausea  or  vom- 
iting, whether  simple  or  bilious,  but  espe- 
cially the  latter.  Also  of  pregnant  women. 
Cholera  morbus,  Cholera  Asiatica, 

2.  Cramp  of  Stomach — A  very  efficient 
remedy;  successful  even  when  opium  has 
failed. 

8,  Pwr^jVi^— especially  when  painful  and 
bHious,  or  accompanied  with  much  flatus 
or  griping.  Also  in  windy  or  bilious  colic 
or  dry  bellyache,  with  ejection  of  stinking^ 
coppery-smelling  flatus. 

4.  Jonnd^tcd— Especially  if  attended  with 
\  clay-coVoxeOL  ^iiatt'^cMi. 
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5.  Siek  Headache — Almost  always  efS- 
cient. 

6.  Neuralgia  of  head  and  templej  espe- 
cially if  attended  with  derangement  of 
stomach  or  liver.  It  seems  to  act  very  fa- 
vorably on  the  liver,  equalizing  its  secre- 
tion, "whether  deficient  or  in  excess. 

7.  Tyn^anUie — This  is  especially  the 
case  in  lying-in  women,  soon  after  confine- 
ment. If  suppression  or  retention  of  urine 
accompanies  it,  then,  in  alternation  with  Tr. 
Arnica,  in  a  few  hours  all  the  symptoms  are 
reduced. 

In  fact,  it  is  a  gastric  and  hepatic  remedy, 
addressing  itself  to  those  two  organs,  and, 
of  coarse,  their  sympathetic  affections; 
in  consequence  of  which  I  have  cured  with 
it  cases  of  hsBmorrhage  from  the  bowels, 
owing  to  a  congestive  state  of  the  liver.  I 
cnred  an  officer  with  haemorrhage  of  the 
bowels  consequent  on  Mexican  diarrhoea. 
He  was  anaemic;  cured,  and  became  quite 
hearty.  It  is  very  good  in  persons  who  say 
ihfliy  feel  bilious  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  the 
year,  with  coated  tongues. 

It  relieves  the  pain  and  irritation  of  indi- 
gestion, and  if  taken  by  persons  of  a  dys- 
peptic nature,  immediately  after  a  meal, 
gives  great  relief.  I  am  frequently  asked 
If  it  was  opium  or  morphine  I  had  admin- 
istered. 

[Dr.  Hale's  volume  of  Provings  contains 
a  new  and  extensive  proving  of  IrU  vent- 
color, — ^Ed.] 


BAUNSCHEIDTISMUS. 

Dr.  A.  Hall  reports :  "  The  article  in  a 
recent  number  of  Obssbveb  on  Baunscheid- 
tism  should  interest  the  profession  general- 
ly. My  partner.  Dr.  Hofihian,  received 
some  months  since  from  Baunscheidt  his  in- 
ftmments  and  oil,  and  has  applied  them 
with  remarkable  success  in  many  of  the 
most  painful,  as  well  as  some  of  the  most 
desperate  cases  of  sickness  we  ever  met 
with.  Some  of  these  could  not  have  recov- 
ered £rom  any  other  known  remedies  or 
treatment. 

*  Its  rallying  powers,  where  the  vitality  of 
the  ejttem  is  abnost  extinct,  as  we  have 
witntMed  in  typhoid  pneumonia,  conges- 


tion of  the  lungs,    diphtheria,  neuralgia, 
etc.,  have  been  astonishing. 

"  The  effects  are  really  magical  in  restoring 
immediate  warmth  and  circulation  to  the 
surface  in  decidedly  cadaverous  condi- 
tions." 

The  Lebensweckeb. — Dr.  D.  A.  Davis 
reports : — **  I  have  cured  several  cases  of 
Neuralgia,  and  I  am  using  it  on  my  limb  to 
stimulate  the  nerves.  I  have  used  it  in 
several  cases  of  spinal  debility  with  good 
results.  I  have  also  reduced  a  wen,  or  sort 
of  tumor,  on  the  back  of  my  neck,  of  thir- 
teen years'  standing,  to  about  one-third  of 
its  size." 


HIGH  DILUTIONS. 


BT  C.  F.  GUSHING,  M.  D. 

While  a  student  of  medicine,  and  for 
some  time  after,  I  had  no  faith  in  high  dila- 
tions, and  was  only  induced  to  give  them  a 
a  trial  occasionally  in  cases  where  the  lower- 
attenuations  of  the  best  selected  remedieeK 
failed,  and  the  result  of  my  experience  haa- 
been  to  establish  the  conviction  that  case» 
frequently  occur  in  which  a  speedy  and  per- 
manent cure  can  only  be  effected  by  the 
higher  preparations  of   our  remedies.    la 
not  the  profession  drifting  towards  material- 
ism'}   Do  not  the  reports  of  treatment,  es-- 
pecially  where  new  remedies  are  used,  and 
particularly  among  western  homoeopathists^ 
tend  to  show  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  curative- 
power  of  the  higher  dilutions  1 

Dr.  Gushing  is  right  in  the  opinion  that  our- 
westem  homoepaths  generally  do  not  con* 
fide  in  the  high  potencies.    They  think  that 
it  is  not  proper,  after  a  low  attenuation  has 
been  used,  and  an  immediate  good  result 
not  obtained,  that  then  one  of  the  high  po- 
tencies should  be  employed,  and,  if  the  pa- 
tient is  cured,  attribute  the  cure  solely  to 
the  use  of  the  higher  dilution.    So  of  prov- 
ings with  high  potencies  after  the  orgamsm 
had  been  previously  *'  saturated  with  mas. 
sive  doses  of  the  original  drug."    We  think 
that  credit  must  be  allowed  in  each  case  to- 
the  original  medicine  employed.    Oures  are  • 
doubtless  performed  with  high   dilutions, 
and  in  many  cases  medium  dilutions  are  pre- 
ferable to  low,  and  vice  verea.    Let  physi- 
cians carry  out  their  own  conrictions  as. 
to  potency,  cease  to  deride  those  who  em- 
ploy doses  difiR»rent  firom  their  own^  asdk 
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commnnicate  for  the  benefit  of  the  fraternity 
every  item  of  experience  which  is  at  all 
likely  to  be  useful. — [Ed.  Obs.] 


tWetoiS  ^  l00h  |l0tim. 


The  Aubbican  Dispensatobt,  by  John 
£ing,  M.  D.    Royal  octavo,  1600  pages. 

The  sixth  edition  of  this  favorite  Eclectic 
work  has  been  just  issued  from  the  press  by 
Messrs.  Moore,  Wilstach  &  Baldwin,  pub- 
lishers. It  contains  much  that  is  useful  and 
interesting  to  all  Homoeopathic  physicians. 
They  will,  of  course,  read  it  JScUcticdUy^  re- 
jecting, as  worthless  to  them,  the  empirical 
use  of  a  large  number  of  drugs,  and  gather- 
ing up  on  almost  every  page  information  of 
permanent  value.  In  addition  to  the  known 
medicinal  properties  of  the  plants  usually 
described  in  works  on  Materia  Medica  : 

Part  I  contains  an  account  of  a  large 
number  of  medicinal  plants  indigenous  to 
this  country,  many  of  which  were  for  the 
first  time  presented  to  the  profession  in  this 
work,  giving  their  botanical  descriptions, 
•general  chemical  histories,  therapeutical 
properties  and  uses,  together  with  a  large 
amount  of  information  relative  thereto,  of 
practical  value  to  the  chemist,  pharmaceut- 
ist and  physician. 

Part  II  contains  practical  pharmacy. 

Part  III  is  devoted  to  the  various  mine- 
ral medicines,  their  chemical  histories,  ther- 
apeutical virtues  and  uses,  together  with  a 
vocabulary  explaining  the  Latin  -  words  and 
Abbreviations  frequently  met  with.  The  work 
contains  a  full  and  complete  index,  so  ar- 
ranged that  any  medicinoi  etc.,  may  be 
promptly  found  without  any  delay  or  diffi- 
culty. 

The  publishers  say:  "Although  many 
valuable  Dispensatories  have  been  presented 
to  the  physicians  and  pharmaceutists  of  this 
country  and  Europe,  they  have  all,  except- 
ing the  former  editions  of  this  work,  been 
confined  to  an  account  of  those  remedies 
<only  which  have  been  recognized  and  em- 
ployed by  that  class  of  physicians  termed 
''Old  School,*  or  'Allopathic,*  and  have, 
therefore,  only  partially  answered  the  pur- 
pose! of  the  largo  number  of  progressive 


medical  men  found  in  these  countries. 
There  is  no  other  work  in  Europe  or  Amer- 
ica containing  such  completeness  of  informa- 
tion regarding  the  history  of  therapeutical 
virtues,  and  uses  of  indigenous  and  exotic 
medicinal  plants  ;  and,  indeed,  much  of  the 
matter  presented  can  be  found  in  no  other 
volume  extant.  To  render  the  work  prac- 
tically useful  to  the  physician  and  pharma- 
ceutist, and  to  bring  it  up  to  the  discoveries 
and  improvements  in  medical  science  of  the 
present  day,  neither  pains  or  expense  have 
been  spared." 

At  another  time  we  hope  to  give  this 
work  a  more  extended  notice.  Some  may 
complain  of  the  high  price  ($8),  but  it  is 
probably  as  low  as  a  work  of  this  size  can 
be  afibrded,  paper  and  printing  expenses 
being  about  60  per  cent  more  than  form- 
erly. 

NEW  HOMGBOPATHIC  PROVINaS. 

EDITED   BT  B.  M.  HALE,  M.  D. — 1   VOL.,  SVO. 

This  book  is  more  comprehensive  than 
was  at  first  contemplated,  and  contains  \ 
some  25  per  cent,  more  matter  than  was 
promised  in  the  prospectus.  There  will  be 
no  advance  in  price  to  subscribers  of  course, 
but  we  cannot  receive  any  more  subscrip- 
tions at  less  than  $2  50  for  the  book,  or  f^ 
for  the  work,  and  the  Obsebybb,  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  A  medical  writer  who  has  ex- 
amined some  or  the  work  in  sheets,  says: 
*'The  style  and'  type  are  faultless;  the 
method  of  arrangement  admirable ;  and  the 
book  will  form  an  invaluable  addition  to  our 
Materia  Medica."  It  will  appear  in  England 
simultaneously  with  its  publication  in  thd 
United  States — Messrs.  Henry  Turner  d&  Co., 
of  London  and  Manchester,  pul^lishers. 

Medicines  have  been  put  up  to  accom- 
pany the  work,  and  will  be  furnished  upon 

the  following  terms : 

Box  of  40  remedies  in  1  oz.  viali,  $11;  with  Bo<A,  ftS 
Do.  40  do.  }^ot.  do.  $7;  do.  $0 
Do.  20  do.  selected  to  order  in  ounces,  with- 
out Book,  |6 ;  half  ounces,  $4. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  the  following  note 
from  Dr.  Hale : 

HIGH  POTENCIES  OF  THS   KBW  RBICBDIBB. 

E,  A,  Lodget  M.D. : 

Dbab  Sib  :  The  interest  now  manifested  in 
the  high  potencies,  and  the  laudable  dedze 
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tcdMting  in  tbe  minds  of  many  of  our  ranks 
to  test  their  Tirtues  in  disease,  leads  me  to 
propose  that  yon  prepare  carefully  for  the 
profession  the  80th,  and  eyen  200th,  of  the 
remedies  included  in  the  volume  of  New 
ProYings,  now  in  press,  and  that  these  atten- 
uptions  be  in  readiness  to  he  ordered  with 
the  lower  potencies. 

I  will  here  casually  remark,  that  the  high 
potencies  of  the  new  remedies  appear  to  me 
to  be  more  particularly  indicated  in  those 
fonctional  disorders  which  precede  structu- 
ral lesions,  and  for  those  diseases  which  af- 
fect the  higher  and  more  delicate  tissues  of 
the  organism  (or  rather  of  its  ultimate 
cells). 

Dr.  Joslin  used  the  80th  Bumex  with  bril- 
liant results.  Dr.  Bering  and  myself  have 
effected  cures  with  the  30th  of  Sanguinaria ; 
and  I  am  cognizant  of  cures  resulting  from 
the  administration  of  Cimicifuga  15th  and 
Baptisia  10th.  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 

Chioago,  May,  1864. 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Hale,  and  for  the  informa- 
tion of  others,  we  would  state  that  we  are 
prepared  to  furnish  the  dilutions  of  all  the 
new  remedies  up  to  the  80th,  but  we  do  not 
expect  to  haye  time  to  prepare  any  higher 
than  this  potency  for  some  months. 

Tho  quotations  given  above  are  for  the 
medicines  in  any  form  from  pure  mother 
tincture  up  to  the  80th  dilution. 

North  Ambbican  Journal  op  Hom<eo- 
PATHT. — The  May  number,  1864,  No.  48, 
now  before  U8«  closes  the  12th  volume  of 
this  standard  publication.  Articles:  The 
plan  of  the  Campaign,  and  the  elements  of 
^^ctory,  by  P.  W.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York.  Cancer,  its  pathological  diagnosis 
and  treatment,  by  B.  McLimont,  M.  D., 
and  C.  H.  Marston.  Pseudo-membranes, 
l>y  B.  Ludlam,  M.  D.  Old  and  new  Physic 
— a  comparison,  Part  Second,  by  Wm. 
Todd  Helmuth,  M.  D.  The  proper  period 
of  operating  in  Hare-lip,  by  J.  H.  Marsden, 
AM.j  M.D.  Gleanings,  and  Condensed  Trans- 
lations firom  Foreign  PeriodicalS|  by  S. 
LOienthal,  M.  D.,  of  New  Tork.  Spotted 
FoTW,  or  Typhus  Petechialis — an  interest- 
ing GMe,  by  B.  W.  James,  M.  D.,  of  Phila- 


delphia. Homoeopathy  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  by  H.  Bobinson,  M.  D.  Miscel- 
laneous Items,  Beviews.and  Materia  Medica 
notes. 

The  thirteenth  volume  will  commence 
with  the  next  number — August,  1864. 

Thb  Ambbican  Homcbopatio  Bbvibw.— 
The  May  number  contains:  The  Morbid 
Fear  of  Hydrophobia,  by  C.  Hering,  M.  D. ; 
Lachnanthes  tinctoria.  Proving  by  Ad. 
Lippe,  M.  D. ;  Hydrocele,  by  B.  Fincke, 
M.  D. ;  Pulsatilla  in  Mal-Presentation,  by 
M.  B.  Jackson,  M.  D. ;  Kerosene,  a  homoeo- 
pathic remedy  for  bums,  by  A.  J.  Jenner, 
Esq.;  Chronic  Cerebro-Spinal  Disease, 
translated  by  C.  Dunham,  M.  D. ;  Case  of 
Ascites,  by  H.  Bobinson,  M.  D. ;  Aloes, 
translated  from  Bering's  "  Amerikanischd 
Arzneiprufungen,"  by  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D. 
Homoeopathic  Literature ;  St.  James's  Hos* 
pital,  Doncaster  ;  Homoeopathic  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Vol.  y  will  commence  with  the  July  num- 
ber. 

The  Westbrn  Houceofathio  Observbb 
— Monthly.  (1  per  year.  Conducted  by 
Wm.  Todd  Helmuth,  M.  D.  Published  by 
Dr.  H.  C.  G.  Luyties,  St.  Louis. 

May  number  not  received  at  this  date 
(May  20). 

Medical  Investioatob — ^Monthly.  Pub- 
lished by  C.  S.  Halsey,  Chicago.  $1  per  year. 

May  number  contains:  The  Mission  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  and  the  Principles 
that  should  control  the  action  of  its  mem- 
bers—an Introductory  Lecture,  by  A.  E< 
Small,  M.  D.  The  Hypophosphate  of  Limej 
by  E.M.Hale,M.D,  Arsenicum  and  Dysentery 
by  C.  W.  Boyce,  M.D.  Hamamelis  virgin- 
ica  in  Ovarian  Affections.  The  Physiologi- 
cal Effects  of  Atropine.  Miscellaneous 
Items. 

(British)  Houceofathio  Obsbrveb.— May 
number  commences  the  third  volume  of  thif 
interesting  magazine.  Contents  are:  The 
disease-producing  power  of  drugs ;  Farun< 
cull  caused  by  SiUphur;  Beviews,  Misoel 
laneouf  Items,  and  Medical  InteUi^«Q»h. 
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Dr.  James  C.  Harbington  was  united  in 
marriage  to  a  very  estimable  young  lady  on 
the  Lord's  Day  evening,  May  15th,  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Detroit. 

*'  Across  the  threehold  led, 
And  every  tear  kiBB'd  off  as  soon  as  shed, 
His  honae  she  enterB,  there  to  be  a  lii^ht 
Shining  within  when  all  without  is  night— 
A  guardian  angel  o'er  his  life  presiding, 
Doubling  his  pleasure,  and  his  cares  dividing  1*' 

SuBOBON  Gbnebal  Hammond.  We  are 
gratified  by  hearing  of  this  gentleman's  ac- 
quittal. 

Geo.  E.  Shifman,  M.  D.,  removes  from 
Chicago  to  Northford,  Conn.^  for  the  benefit 
9f  his  health. 

D.  S.  Smith,  M.  D.,  takes  the  chair  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College. 

Ohas.  F.  Reed,  M.  D.,  will  be  Professor 
of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  Hahnemann 
College,  in  place  of  Pbof.  Ludlam,  who  will 
take  the  department  Of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children. 

Dr.  Hale  sends  us  the  following  **  person- 
al "  items  relating  to  prominent  physicians. 

Dr.  P.  P.  Wells  has  Just  returned  from 
New  Orleans.  He  writes :  "  Yours  was  re- 
ceived during  my  absence  at  the  South,  from 
which  curse-covered  land  I  have  just  re- 
turned, after  being  made  sad,  and  then 
sick  there  for  more  than  two  months.  I  am 
still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  poisonous 
gases  from  the  open  canal,  into  which  the 
drainage  of  all  New  Orleans  is  poured; 
which  gases  made  their  mark  on  me  the  first 
opportuqity.  This  is  the  fourth  time  I  have 
suffered  from  the  same  cause." 

Dr.W.  H.  HoL COMBE,  whose  writings  once 
fonned  so  prominent  and  interesting  a  part 
of  the  North  American  Journal,  but  who 
was  for  nearly  two  years,  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  is  now  in  Natchez. 
A  terrible  calamity  has  lately  befallen  his 
family,  in  the  loss  of  two  dear  children  by 
malignant  scarlatina,  complicated  with  diph- 
theria. Nearly  heart-broken,  he  cannot  re- 
side among  the  scenes  which  constantly  re- 
mind film  of  his  loss.  He  theirefore  designs 
to  remove  to  New  Orleans,  and  engage  in 


active  practice.  With  his  energy  and 
genius,  he  will  doubtless  make  his  mark  m 
that  city.  He  leaves  a  large  practice,  which 
he  is  anxious  some  good  homceopathist. 
should  take. 


'T      ■»■ 


fbitnarj. 


Henby  Cbaig. — The  death  of  Mr.  Henry- 
Craig,  on  the  22nd  of  last  April,  will  be- 
sad  news  to  many  readers  of  this  journal. 
He  has  long  been  well  and  favorably  known 
by  his  connections  with  the  Western  Hom- 
oeopathic College.  For  the  last  five  years,, 
the  class  of  each  session,  has,  at  the  close 
of  the  lectures,  parted  with  no  one  more- 
reluctantly  than  with  the  genial,  whole- 
souled,  kind-hearted  janitor,  who,  by  his 
attentiveness  and  good  humor,  lightened 
the  hours  of  many  a  wintry  day.  Several 
years  ago,  Mr.  Craig  came  to  this  country  a 
poor  man.  He  soon  became  an  ardent  lover 
of  his  adopted  home,  and  of  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  people.  He  was  also  an  en- 
thusiastic admirer  of  Nature ; — ^he  loved  be» 
yond  measure  birds  and  flowers,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  cultivated  a  strong  taste 
for  the  fine  arts.  The  invention,  a  year  or 
two  ago,  of  the  celebrated  Crai^  Mtero^cop^^ 
gave  Mr.  Craig  a  just  celebrity,  and  secured 
for  his  family  a  very  desirable  comx>e- 
tency.  He  died  suddenly,  and  at  an^^early 
age  'j  but  death  did  not  rob  us  of  him,  until 
he  had  earned  for  himself  a  worthy  and  im- 
perishable name.  No  fear  of  death  darken- 
ed his  mind  at  the  last  hour.  "  0  my  adopt- 
ed country  !"  said  he,  *'I  pray  God  you  may 
come  out  victorious  from  the  strife."  And 
thus  fell  asleep  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  fath- 
er, and  a  sincere  lover  of  his  God,  his- 
country  j^nd  his  fellow-men.  W. 

Clevblakd,  0.,  May  4, 1864. 

Special  Hotiee. 

MICHIGAN  HOMOEOPATHIC  INSTIT0TB. 

The  Association  will  meet  on  Wednesday, 
June  8th,  1864,  at  10  A.  M.,  in  the  basement 
room  of  Christian  Church,  comer  of  Bean- 
bien  and  Jefferson  avenue,  Detroit. 

For  account  of  Special  Conmiittees  who^ 
are  expected  to  report,  see  p.  80  Observer. 
EDWIN  A.  LODGE,  Secretary* 


'^Similim,    8imiiUfm§^    €mimmimr,9* 

**I  present  yon  With  a  Truth  long  eonght  for,  a  prlhci{>1e  of  eternal '  nattire,  I  appeal  to  ezlAting 
alOD«to  convinoe  yon;  and  when  a  ooasetentioas  and  complete  course  of  study  sball  crown  your 
rennrehea  with  suocees,  ttien,  as  I  have  done,  bless  Provideitoe  for  the  immense  benefaetion  he  has  allowed 
to  dasoend  upon  the  earth  through  my  humble  ageacy,  forlhaye  been  but  a  feeble  instrument  of  the 
Omnipotenoe,  before  which  we  all  bow  in  humility.*  *  KAMISTKILASIS, 


Vof..  I.] 
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80CIBTIES  AND  DISPENSARIES. 

If  iohlgtti  HbmcBopathic  Institute 97 

IlUBob  State  HlOBMBopathic  Medical  Asso- 

elation 99 

Society    of   the    German    Homoeopathic 

Physicians 102 

Homoeopathic  PubHeation  Society 102 

Homoeopathic  Medloal  Society  ofthe  Go.  of 

Oaynga^N.  Y 108 

Homoeqpathie  In&rmary  of  Philadelphia..  104 
PaAOTIOB  OP  MEDICINE. 

Apooynum  eannabinum  in  Uterine  hemor- 

rbase.    Oases  reported  by  D.  H.  Mar sd  en, 

M.  D .- 106 

Amaurosis  induced  by  Tbbaeco 106 

Bloodletting  and  Narcotics  itf  Insani1y^ 106 

TDerapeutioal  application  of  ElectrcOal- 

▼anism 107 

Case  of  MdahcftkoUikAttontta.  Dr.  Wigand  107 
Clinical  Observations  on  various  remedies.  108 

ICIongated  Uvula. ^...a... 108 

Phytolacca 108 

Iris  versicolor— Stiota  pulmoBaris 109 

STUDENTS  DEPAETMENT. 

A  word  to  Students-. 109 

MIBCSLLANY. 

Diet. '  HouKBopathy.     Poisoning  from  Ar- 

senuretted  hydrogen  Ill 

New  Suspensory  Mui^b^;e.... 112 
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nOBTOAir  HOMOOFATHIC  DTBTIfllTE. 
FUlb  Anmirt=  llEeetliis. 

The  fitth  axmml  meeting  of  the  Mioliigan 
HonKBopatbic  Institiite  wu  held  at  the  Chris- 
tftB  Clmndi,  Detroit,  on  Wednesday,  Sth  Jane, 
1S61 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  ibe  Presl- 
dent,  A.  Bagley,  K.  D; 

At  the  reqaestof  the  President  the  Divine 
Wfrtng  was  invoked-in  an  appropriate  prayer 
1^  Dr.  T.  B.  Lambi 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  X.  Spranger,  an  invita^ 
tlon  was  extended  to  Professor  A.  O.  Bhdr,  of 
the  Western  Homceopathic  College,  and  Drs. 


H;  C.  AHen  and  A.  H;  Thompson,  from  CSana- 
da  West,  to  participate  in  the  proceedings. 

Dr.  Lodge,  of  the  Committee  on  Pablicar 
tion^  made  a  verbal  report,  which  was  ac- 
cepted 

Pro£  Hempel,  on  behalf  ot  Committee  on 
HomcDopathic  Professorship  in  State  Uni- 
versity, made  a  report,  and  recommended  a 
Committee  of  Inqtury. 

Dr.  Doy  supported  the  recommendation. 

Subject  deferred  to  afternoon  session. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Jones,  ofthe  Committee  on  Prov- 
ings,  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted,  and 
the  subject  recommitted  for  further  considerar 
tion. 

PATHOLOOY. 

Dr.  E.  H;  Drake,  of  Committee  on  Patho- 
logy, presented  a  report^  which  was  accepted, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Prof.  Blair  spoke  in  &vor  of  some  of  the 
views  which  liadbeen'advanced,  dwelling  par* 
ticularly  upon  the  importance  of  giving  out 
one  remedy  at  a  time.  We  shomd  cure  our 
cases  with  single  remedies  if  possible.  Select 
the  rieht  drug  in  the  right  attenuation;  the 
shot  depends  upon  *'  the  fineness  ofthe  aim.'* 

Pro!  HempM  referred  particularly  to  the 
fkct  that  the  lower  triturations  of  the  remedy 
yMnh  had  been  referred  to  (Lycopodium), 
were  very  imperfect  preparations.  If  you  ex- 
amine the  third  trituration  with  a  microscope 
you  will  find  liiat  the  subtile  spores  have  not 
been  crushed  at  all.  You  must  go  up  to  the 
sixth  tritumtion  at  least  before  you  obtain  any 
division  of  these  slippery  paBrticles.  The  alco- 
holic attenuations  act  welL  He  uses  thewat 
erV  infusion  in  urhiary  difficulties;  in  orfl:anic 
affections  he  would  prefer  the  higher  attenusr 
tions. 

Dr.  Drake  was  of  the  opinion  that  decided 
effects  had  been  jiroduced  by  the  third  tritunt' 
tion  in  his  lumds,  and  several  interesting  casef 
were  related  by  liim. 

Dr.  Doy  referred  to  a  case  of  urinary  troubh 
relieved'  by  Lycopodium  second  and  Niu 
second. 

The  Committee  on  Hygiene  not  being  pre 
pared  to  report,  the  subject  was  deferred  tc 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

Dr^  Drake,  of  Conmiittee  on  Surge^,  mad< 
an  interesting  report,  which  waac^ixfiA.\/ 
Committee  onPiu>\i.caidoTi. 

Dr.  Roberta,  of  CommilX^A  oxL^c^dARsSLSi 
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UoD  of  electricity  In  diaeasa.    8at^t  i 
mitted. 
A^lowned  to  3  p.  M. 


Dr.  Bmlth  Rogers,  ot  Commltee  on  Sor^r;, 
presented  an  lateresUng  report,  wUcb  vm 
accepted,  and,  on  motioD,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  PabllcBtlon, 

Dr.  Do;,  of  Committee  on  Obstetric*,  made 
a  report  UliutnitlnK  tbe  nae  of  the  coWnrj n- 
ter  m  caaea  of  ateiine  hemorrbBge.  He  tdso 
_.» J  »-  11 'iii  of  canlophjllnm  prepsja- 


n  Dose,  reported  bj  tbelr 

chairman,  Dr.  C.  J.  BempeL  Tbe  question 
ought  not  to  ba  a  coimtlicated  one;  jet  It  has 
beao  made  a  tiattle-Aela.  There  arc  tiro  hos- 
tile camps— the  I%h  and  tbe  low  dllntionlsta. 
The  dlvulon  Is  not  called  for.  There  la  a  ho. 
nuBopathic  principle  of  care;  bnt  there  Is  no 
■sidi  tliingaa  ahomceopatblc  dose.  Larce  or 
■mail,  pnra  tinctore.  or  two-haiidredth  attenn- 
•tion,  uephjriclan  U  entitled  to  nae  any  dose 
he  pleaaaa,  ao  that  be  can  joatiiy  its  use  on 
MsleutlUc  prindpiea.  What  dose  is  recinired, 
tocnrain  the  given  case?— this  la  the  ques- 
tion. That  doae  ts  proper  that  cmcs  aalUy, 
qnlcklj  and  pletisantl;.  It  may  be  Id  one  case 
a  diam  of  pnre  tinctnre,  in  another  a  globule 
of  Uie  sooth  potency. 

"Die  Dotior  then  proceeded  to  relate  a  case 
Of  crasta  aerptginasa  cured  with  a  elobole  of 
Oie  two  IkiiDdriEUhvf  arsenlcnni;  and  another 
of  albmnhmrta,  cured  with  phosphoric  acid,  in 
wbleh&omtliree  tolSdropaaday  of  the  acid 
were  used.  Another  case  of  albomfDOria 
yielded  to  one  dose  of  Syo  drops  of  the  same 
acid. 

The  remaika  of  Prof.  Hempel  elicited  a  dis- 
cnadon  wblch  was  participated  in  b;  Dn. 
Smith  Sogers,  L.  M.  Jones,  H.  C.  Allen  and 
T.  B.  I^mb. 

Dr,  A.  B.  BoU,  Jiom  the  Committee  on  New 
BemedieA,  presented  a  report,  which  was  ac- 
cept«d  and  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Fab- 
Hcatlon. 

The  Committee  on  Epidemics  reported,  by 
Dr.  Doy,  who  related  a  &tal  caaa  of  an  obscnre 
chafBoter,  which  occurred  at  Battle  Creek.  Be- 
tnarta  loDowed  by  Dra.  L.  U.  Jones,  £.  H, 
Dnike  and  Frol.  Blair. 


Edwin  H.  Hale  shoold  bare  been  retired  from 
the  chair  of  materia  medics.  Without  at  all 
depreciating  the  merits  of  his  ancoeasor,  we 
recoHl  an  ezpreeslon  of  the  high  estimation 
we  hare  for  Dr.  Hale'e  enpetior  talent  in  thia 
department;  and  we  hope  that  be  will  be 
called  upon  to  lectnre  again  next  winter. 


Tlie  annnal  address  was  then  deUrered  by 
Alvia  Bagle;,  H.  D.  The  pnwrwas  well  re- 
ceived by  all  the  members  oi  tbe  Inititnte,  and 
It  was  resolved  to  refer  it  for  pabllcation  to 
the  nsnal  committee.  Tbe  doctor  bavihg  ad' 
vanced  some  viewe  which  appeared  to  diSbr 
irom  other  physlclaoe,  a  very  Interesting  de- 


On  motion.  It  was  onanfmooaly  resolved. 
that  the  InstTtnte  concur  In  the  action 
of     the    Western     Institute     of    Eomcno- 


physiclans  and  surgeons  trom  the  ai  .  _ 

navy,  and  that  (he  following  Gommlttee  be  ap- 
pointed toconler  with  the  Committeea  of  the 
Western  InaUtute,  or  any  other  aocletr;  and 
that  they  have  antborit;  to  memorialize  Con- 


Drake  and  A.  Walker. 

Tbe  following  Bpeclal  Committees  were  ^- 
nolnted : 
On  FU/llicatiOn—'Dn.  B.  A.  Lcriffs,  E.  H.  i>nkB, 


The  Instttute  proceeding  to  an  election  of 
oflLcers  for  tbe  enening  year,  tbe  following 
were  nnsDimonsiy  elected. 

■       ■    ~  "  HempsL  M.  D. 

St.B.Dnke,a.D. 
L  Lodge,  UTd. 


X.Si>ii 


H>ertsou,  Smith  Bogera, 


B.  H,  Drake,  n.  B.  Covot  and  A.  i^ifleT. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Smith  Bogers,  It  n 


£ablved^Tb»i  we  observe  with  pleasure  tbe 
umonncement  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
VOUt^  ofCblcego.  We  have  great  regard  for 
ite  talented  ikcnUy  and  desire  that  the  lostltn- 


prtngei tuiVi.  F.S.Hale. 
On  lYmifagi—Di.  L.  M.  Jones 


and  K.  B.  Covert. 

-  -       aonilp  In  BlaU  UiiHtr. 

Ooeege—Va.  B.  U.  Biaka,  - 

J.  H.  isjanoiw,  u,  J.  He '    ■■—■->■  ■" ■■  " 

I/Oig  and  a.  T.  Rand . 

On  Protiinff  of  Chtlima  fflaira~Dt.  A.  B.  Ball 
and  Dr.  A.  B.  Splnnoy. 

and  St.  I 

"     -    "'    -  "  Dr.  C.  A. 

'^Melogih-'DrB.  S.  H.  Drake,  A.  H.  Botittod 

and  F.  Ftnstsr. 

Ott  £b9l«M-'Dn.  E.  A.  Lodge,  A.  W.  Walker  and 
Isaac  IfoDglas. 


ler,  A.  Bagle;,  B.  W. 

"onSOia^ Ska ,    

Boberii  and  3.  A .  Albeitoon. 

0»»uo{uc«a— Di.  C.  A.  JsSbrim^  I.  B.  Tnttls 
and  H.  C.  Ban. 

OnIfitratevraniim-''Dni,T  ~ 


OnA'ta  Sttrudltt—Dn.  A.  a.  Ban,  I.  S.  B- 
drldge,  OrriD  Fowle,  8.  S.  Coons  and  A.  Fans- 

On  SpiamHet—'Dn.  A.  H.  Botsftntl,  C.  J.  Oovsr 

'°Dr.''E.  K^rake  was  selected  to  deliver  the 
next  annual  address. 

The  InBtitute  then  adjourned  to  meet  ag^ 
on  the  second  Tneeday  of  Juna,  16SB,  at  Do- 
froir. 
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ILLINOIS   STATE    HOM(EOPATHIO    MED- 
ICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was 
lield  in  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  in  the  city 
of  Chicago,  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  May,  1864. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  Pres- 
ident, Dr.  D.  S.  Smith.  The  opening  prayer  was 
made  by  the  venerable  Dr.  L.  C.  Belding. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Small  reported  on  Catarrhal  affections 
daring  the  past  year.  He  premised  that  the  mu- 
00U8  membranes  were  the  seat  of  these  diseases, 
and  were  abnormally  excited  by  changes  of 
temperature.  The  French  physiologists  spoke  of 
eaUurrh  as  including  affections  of  the  mucous 
membrane  in  any  part  of  the  body,  but  in  this 
country  the  term  was  limited  to  the  affections  of 
the  super-pneumal  air  passages.  Nasal  catarrh, 
(eoryxa)  was  caused  by  excitement  of  the  pituitary 
passages.  In  itself  it  was  of  little  consequence, 
but  often  led  to  inflammation  of  the  eyes  and  ears. 
It  should,  therefore,  be  looked  to.  Catarrhs  im- 
plicating the  trachea, larynx,  and  bronchial  tubes. 
are  more  complex  in  their  character,  and  have 
been  prevalent  during  the  jmst  year.  It  was 
•pidemic  in  this  city  about  the  time  of  the  North- 
western Sanitary  Fair :  hundreds  w^re  suddenly 
affected  by  it,  owing,  doubtless,  to  unusual  exposure 
to  variable  conditions  of  the  atmosphere.  It  was 
maiked  by  a  feverish  dryness  of  all  the  pituitary 
ussages,  accompanied  by  tickling.  The  succeed- 
mg  stage  was  in  many  cases  marked  by  feverish 
ianammation ;  and  in  some,  there  was  marked 
eongestion.  Aconite,  in  the  invading  or  dry 
■tage,  was  generally  successful ;  but,  as  aid  was 
not  olten  called  in  this  stage.  Aconite,  from  the 
ilrst  to  the  sixth  attenuation,  followed  by  Bella- 
dmins,  was  found  to  be  effectual  in  the  second 
stage.  Phosphorus,  and  other  remedies,  were  ad- 
ministered in  divers  cases.  Homoeopathic  treat- 
ment was  almost  uniformly  successful. 

The  report  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Publishing  Committee,  on  motion  of  Dr  G.  D. 
Beebe,  who  referred  to  a  remarkable  case  of 
torjtm  during  pregnancy^  in  which  the  mucus 
emissions  were  very  persistent  and  rapid.  The 
ease  seemed  to  resist  Silicea,  Arsenicum,  Pulsar 
tilla,  and  other  usual  remedies.  Allium  copa 
was  finally  proscribed,  and  was  followed  by 
abnost  instantaneous  relief.  The  remedy  was 
eomparatively  a  aew  one;  it  had  been  used  by 
bim  with  great  snocess  in  other  cases  of  bronchial 
affastion. 

Dr.  I.  S.  P.  Lord  spoke  of  the  causes  of  catarrh. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  one  form  of  the  disease 
■hoold  be  referred  to  general  causes,  and  another 
to  a  special  cause ;  neither  did  he  see  how  it  was 
that  general  causes  should  produce  specific  results. 

Dr.  L.  C.  Belding  reported  a  case  of  catarrhal 
affection  of  the  eyes  which  had  yielded  to  homce- 
<^thio  treatment  when  other  means  had  failed. 
Arsenicum  was  used.  In  some  cases  the  Mercu- 
rins  solnbilis  had  been  of  groat  efficacy,  especially 
where  burning  of  the  lips  was  present. 

Dr.  D.  6.  Beebe,  the  Secretary,  offered  the 
IbUowing: 

Whereat — ^The  opponent  of  the  Homoeopathic 
School  <^  Medicine  persists  in  misrepresenting  its 
doctrines,  as  well  as  its  status  in  point  of  liberal 
endowment ;  and.  Wfureas^  muny  of  the  promi- 
nent membcMTS  of  the  Allopathic  School,  from  no 


other  cause  than  difference  of  opinion  concerning 
the  principles  and  practice  of  medicine,  claim  the 
right  to  falsify  our  views,  calumniate  our  princi- 
ples, misrepresent  our  practice,  and  deal  in  secret 
and  open  detraction,  in  alluding  to  the  character 
of  its  members;  therefore. 

Resolved — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Associa- 
tion, its  members  can  better  serve  the  InterMts  of 
science,  as  well  as  the  communities  in  which  they 
live,  by  preserving  a  commendable  dignity  of 
character,  and  by  refusing  to  meet  billingsgcUe 
and  blackguardism  with  similar  opposing  influ- 
ences. 

Resolved — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Associa- 
tion, it  is  unbecoming  the  members  of  a  scientific 
profession  to  engage  in  detraction,  or  vilification 
of  those  who  should  be  co-workers  in  the  advance- 
ment of  scientific  truth. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  late  session 
of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
language  used  there,  as  a  reason  for  the  passage 
of  the  Resolutions. 

The  Resolutions  were  spoken  to  by  Drs.  Smith, 
Small,  Pratt  and  others :  the  last-named  gentle- 
man referred  in  strong  language  to  the  falsa 
accusations  which  had  been  made  against  homoe- 
opathists  en  masse. 

The  Preamble  and  Resolutions  was  then 
adopted. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  it  was  stated 
that  the  whole  matter  of  examining  surgeons  for 
the  army,  had  been  placed  in  the  hand  of  the 
Allopaths,  who  had  determined  not  to  admit  any 
Homoeopathic  practicioners,  no  mater  what  were 
his  qualifications.  Tne  Chairman  of  the  examining 
Board  here,  had,  in  answer  to  an  official  question, 
made  written  answer  that,  "  The  Board  declines 
to  recommend  a  Homoeopathist."  The  Board  had 
not  passed  a  Homoeopath,  though  many  had  pass- 
ed examination  with  credit — one  exception  whs 
made,  but  in  that  case  the  gentlemen  was  pushed 
through  by  other  circumstances. 

The  Secretary  'called  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  appointing  a  Committee  on  Surgery.  The 
Committee  h^  requested  him  to  supply  the  pres- 
ent omission  by  presenting  a  volunteer  Beport. 

The  history  of  surgery  was  one  of  struggle 
against  heroic  medication ;  until  lately  it  had  not 
been  placed  on  a  proper  basis,  but  it  had  recently 
received  due  attention. 

He  wished  to  present  an  improvement  in  the 
method  of  reducmg  fracture  of  the  shaft  of  the 
femur  in  young  children.  When  called  to  any 
case  of  fracture  in  the  femur,  he  would  seek  to 
give  a  fixed  location  to  the  tibia  and  spinal  column, 
which  would  necessarily  give  a  settled  direction 
to  the  intervening  thign  bono.  A  splint  made  of 
tin  fcan  be  made  in  about  hslf  an  hour)  is  placed 
on  the  outside  of  the  limb.  The  fracture  in  chil- 
dren is  usually  transverse,  hence  extension  and 
counter  extension  are  not  so  necessary  as  with  the 
adult.  The  limb  should  be  flexed,  as  that  is  the 
natural  position  of  the  limb  in  children.  Ho  had 
treated  three  cases  during  the  past  twelve  months 
on  this  plan,  each  of  them  very  successfully. 
One  of  them  was  a  very  singular  case  of  sponta- 
neous fracture,  while  the  child  was  in  good  health. 
The  predisposing  cause  of  the  fracture  was 
scarcely  fragilitis  osslum,  as  the  connecting  links 
were  rapidly  supplied.  H^a  \\iO>\\^\.  >Oaa.\.  V)aj 
cause  was  rather  to  \ie  iouTi^  Vsi  \)a»  -t^fvaXiVft  \fi 
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ponderance  of  earthy  oy«r  tibie  eartilagenous  mat- 
ter, as  exhibited  not  only  at  different  ages,  but 
in  different  individuals  at  the  same  age.  Sym- 
phytum seemed  to  be  very  favorable  to  the 
formation  of  lAie  connecting  cartilage  in  eases  of 
fracture.  Dr.  B.  then  exMbited  a  modele  of  his 
appliance,  fitted  with  a  ratchet,  for  use  in  case  of 
eblique  fractures,  as,  are  usual  with  adults,  where 
eztension  and  counter  extension  are  needed  to  be 
applied  with  greater  force  to  prevent  shortening 
by  overlapping.  The  principal  idea  of  the  method 
teemed  to  be  ihe^fiexure  of  the  limb,  making  the 
pelvis  and  the  flower  limb  fulcra  of  extension,  as 
well  as  points  of  support. 

The  Aeport  was  accepted  and  filed. 

Dr.  B.  Ludlum  proposed  that  a  discussion  take 
place  regarding  that  catarrhal  or  bronchial  affec- 
tion which  has  been  so  prevalM&t  during  the 
winter,  being  almost  an  epidemic,  and  which  has 
frequently  been  mistaken  for  actual  pneumonia. 
The  cases  commenced  generally  with  remittent 
fever,  with  a  great  deal  of  respiratory  oppression, 
and  slight  vomiting,  though  generally  almost  an 
entire  suppression  of  the  mucous  discharges  of 
the  chest.  This  oonditiim  often  would  last  for 
twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours.  It  would  not  be 
marked  by  hepatization,  all  the  changes  being 
ommected  solely  with  the  bronohial  tubes ;  after 
that  tune  there  would  be  an  excessive  diseharge. 
But  there  would  be  no  hepatization  in  the  second 
stage,  which  is  characteristic  of  pneumonia. 
Phosphorus,  or  Aconite  luid  Belladonna  he  consid- 
ered to  bo  the^proper  remedies  to  break  up  the 
eomplaint.  'In  very  stubborn  oases  he  found  the 
Gelseminnm  efficacious.  In  the  case  of  adults 
gome  very  sudden  deaths  had  occurred  firom  a 
Teal  overflowing  of  mucus  upon  the  lungs. 

Dr.  L.  C.  Belding,  Milledgeville,  thought  the 
oases  quoted  very  similar  to  some  that  had  ooour- 
red  with  him.  In  advanced  stages  he  frequently 
used  Tartar  emetic,  or  some  similar  drue,  to  stay 
the  mucus  discharge.  He  called  the  disease  a 
bilious  intermittent  fever. 

Dr.  L.  Pratt,  of  Kock  Greek,  Oarrol  county, 
also  had  several  examples  of  a  like  nature,  and 
had  great  faith  in  Tartar  emetic.  When  an  AUo- 
patl&t  he  noticed  the  extraordinary  effects  of  this 
remedy  in  bronchial  catarrh,  but  did  not  then 
tallj  appreciate  its  properties.  He  used  a  few 
grams  dissolved  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water,  and  a 
teaspoonfttl  or  so  every  three  or  four  hours. 

Dr.  Coe  mentioned  a  case  of  chest  affection 
fomewhat  analagous  to  those  noticed,  whore,  in 
eonneotion  with  the  lung  affection,  there  was  a 
severe  dropsical  effusion.  He  used  Apis,  Arseni- 
cum, and  other  similar  drugs.  Among  the  symp- 
toms was  severe  hacking  cough,  when  she 
expectorated  a  quantity  of  serurHj  and  also  a 
large  discharge  of  pus.  At  the  cessation  of  this 
discharge,  hemorrhage  set  in,  and  death  immedi- 
ately ensued. 

Dr.  G.  D.  Beebe  gave  some  of  the  post  mortem 
appearances  of  this  bronchial  catarrh.  A  short 
Ume  ago,  a  man  in  this  city  was  taken  suddenly, 
ill  late  one  evening,  and  died  within  ten  minutes  in 
severe  pain.  At  a  post  Tnortem  examination  the 
whde  of  the  nobler  organs,  except  the  lungs,  were 
in  an  abnormal  condition.  The  lungs  were 
thoroughly  saturated  with  an  excessive  effusion 
of  moons. 

Dr.  B.  B,  Clarke  had  found  that  whenever 


Tartar  emetic  mr  crude  Antimony  failed,  IpeeM 
answered  well,  and,  indeed,  worked  like  a  charm* 

Dr.  D.  A.  Choever,  treated  the  majority  of  his 
cases  with  either  Aconite,  Phosphorus  or  Tartar 
emetic-  When  these  remedies  failed,  he  found 
Biyonia  and  Ipecac  to  be  excellent. 

Dr.  R.  Ludlam  said,  that  often  pneumonia  was 
considered  to  be  secondary  with  measles.  It  was 
called  lobular  pneumonia,  but  he  did  not  belioTe 
that  it  was  pneumonia  at  all. 

Dr.  Temple  considered  that  the  affections  in 
children  frequently  called  pneumonia,  were  al- 
ways oonfined  to  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  thst 
Tartar  emetic  was' about  the  only  safe  remedy. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  Beebe,  read  a  brief  report 
of  a  case  of  dropsy,  which  had  been  cured  under 
the  use  of  a  large  number  of  remedies;  the  paper 
was  prepared  by  Dr.  Scofield 

Dr.  Ludlam  inquired  if  there  was  not  an  in- 
creasing disposition  with  the  professipn  to  give 
more  than  one  remedy  at  a  time  1  He  could  find 
some  excuse  for  the  use  of  two  remedies  by 
country  practitioners,  and  possibly  for  the  leaving 
of  a  third,  in  case  of  contingency,  sometimes ;  bat 
this  rapid  alternation  of  three,  four,  or  six  reme- 
dies must  only  tend  to  confiuion,  and  harmful 
results.  He* could  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  teU 
which  remedy  was  the  successful  one  in  the  case 
just  reported.  He  considered  it  the  safer  plan  to 
keep  one  remedy  at  a  time,  as  much  as  possible, 
in  order  that  Its  action  may  be  fully  known  aniil 
appreciated. 

Dr.  Scofield  found  that  generaUy  one  remedy 
is  the  best,  though  often  when  these  failed  he 
combined  those  which  were  needed. 

Dr.  L.  C.  Belding  did  not  believe  in  combined 
remedies,  either  a^inistered  simultaneously  or 
in  succession,  when  the  physician  could  see  the 
patient  frequently. 

Dr.  -0.  A.  Jaeger  also  considered  one  remedy 
to  be  best.  He  had  seen  oases  where  physioiaBS 
caused  a  young  child  to  take  seven  remedies  in 
less  ^an  fifteen  hours.  He  did  sometimes  give  an 
alternation  of  two  remedies,  but  then  he  ordered 
one  remedy  to  be  given  for  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
and  then  before  he  gave  the  second,  ordered  a 

?erfect  cessation  for  about  the  same  time.    Prof. 
'emple  thought  that  when  the  symptoms  of  & 
case  were  rightly  got,  one  remedy  only  was  re- 

guired ;  the  patient  need  not  be  seen  every  flsw 
ours,  for  if  the  case  is  rightly  understood  the 
the  effect  may  be  anticipated.  Combined  remedies 
were  not  the  result  of  the  truths  of  Homooop^lhy* 
Dr.  J.  C.  Burbank  reported  two  cases  of  prUhisia 
pvlmonaMs,  which  he  had  cured  by  the  continu- 
ous use  of  loaf  sugar.  In  the  one  case  tho'patient 
came  from  a  family  pre-dispoeed  to  consumption, 
and  in  her  own  person  exhibited  all  the  ordinaiy 
incipient  symptoms  of  that  disease.  At  one  of 
the  meetings  of  the  Association  he  had  heard 
some  physicians  recommend  the  use  of  sugar,  and 
had  resolved  to  try  its  efficacy.  He  prescribed  it 
in  doses  of  two  ounces,  taken  morning  and  eve- 
ning, and  also  for  the  first  few  days  of  the  treat- 
ment gave  Phosphorus,  of  the  third  attenuation ; 
the  patient  improved  rapidly;  her  dangerous 
symptoms  disappeared,  and  she  is  now  apparently 
entirely  recovered 

The  other  case  was  similar  in  general  outlines, 
and  ho  pursued  the  same  treatment,  with,  so  far, 
very  similar  results.    This  patient  is  still  under 
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ue  fan,  ana  Bbe  roccvored  m  Bpi 

!>r.  Temple  uked  If  engar  nu 

If  Dot  a  medii^s,  bo*  it  eould  a 


Dr.  Beebe  a 


fcla  ews,  wUh  srery  ptmpMt  of  alUmate  rceovor; 
Dr.  Bnrb&nhw  ma  not  pnpared  to  s&f  ntaolhi 
the  ni|mT,  or  'the  phonihontB,  effected  tbe  can 

Dr.  Smith,  the  Churmui,  mid  that  ho  hn 
eared  a  womHn  of  ibe  nme  diMase  b?  Kdiiiinir 
leriiig  B  eingle  daw  of  Pbosphonu.  Tho  jiatii'r 
in  -that  oue  w»  the  dangbter  of  a  Homn^upjilhi 
fhjBimaii,  and  there  were  no  Allopatbiojiritjuiiiw 
to  OTCTOOme,  which  mi^t,  porhape,  acuouol  ft 
tbe  rapidit;  of  the  imra. 

Dr.  Lord  laid  that  tbe  aoeanDta  of  cbheb  an 
rtatemeote  of  oorsa  reported  from  mamnry,  wet 
aztremelj  nnsitieflKjtDT?.  He  bad  fonnd  Ibii'  i 
fat*  own  expsrieitee.  Be  recclleoted  that  tweotj 
Are  yuan  ngo  be  waa  called  to  treat  s  perenn  fa 
jihiAtMu  puimonalia,  and  that  he  had  given  bt 
»mj  thmg  ha  cauid  think  of,  Pboepbonis  iimon, 
the^rait,  and  she  recorored  in  ipite  of  it. 

laid  that  the  oarbonaoenoe  prepnra 
tions  bad  been  nwd  for  tbe  Dure  of  pulmimHr 
diseaMa,  from  time  immemorial.  Cod  Li7er  Oi 
had  been  sad  ia  BtUl  nsed  to  a  coneide  rahlo  c.v 
tent,  aa  well  ai  Bourbon  wbialc;,  and  othi! 
aleohoiio  preparatiDUB.  He  thought  thct<^  rcme 
diea  acted  as  palliatiTea;  tbej  were  tukcn  :nl 
the  itomaah,  and  sarbonio  acid  gaa  ovolvcd 
irtdoh  aoted  m  nme  een»  as  an  aooBtbetiu.  Th< 
fowUiHi  to  be  eoDBidered  was  whetber,  sunn 
carbonaeeoiu  preparation oould  not  be  oaud  ubkl 
vnuld  pinduce  desirable  reiiaiU,  wilbont  the  ub 
jMtiouable  effect*  of  Cod  Liver  oil  auil  whi.^k3- 
BDd  whether  sugar  were  not  that  preparation. 

Dr.  Ludlam  read  an  interesting  iinpue  oi 
Pfajiiolo^oal  Infldalitj,  We  extract  a.  fmel 
jKutiou  onlj,  for  want  of  space : 

"  Pbyiiologioal  Infidelity  implleB  a  Ineli  o 
kBOwledge  and  fhith  in  the  laws  wbioh  i-mrri 
Iba  aoiraate  ereatian.  ia  it  ooneenii  Uuiniii 
Ftiyaiiilagy,  this  imfbrtaiiate  ikepticiun  is  muni 
fMed  in  B  variety  of  ways.  OhjectorB  t"  it 
ftMtieal  Talne  file  off  into  throe  liaea ;  ibiisi 
who  will  net  accept  the  teacfaiugi  of  Fh>'eio[ug; 
baeawe  their  profeseionBl  predeouson  i]tci]ivi 
tbem  unwoitby  of  ttuat ;  those  who  otgeot  ttiiit  ii> 
tMieta  are  oonftontJy  obanging,  atid  wbo  iir*'  tin 
hidolmt  to  keep  pace  with  its  developnionl  i\f  i 

endorse  it,  beeause  tuoh  a  sonige  would,  of  uncus 
■i^,  modify  Ihoae  viewa  of  the  tnattneot  a 
diaaaaa  to  whioh  they  are  so  obieely  wedded. 

CoBoanilng  tbe  preTulence  and  treatment  o 
pueRMTuI  fever,  as  iTlnstrating  his  geneni]  tbi-nte 
the  eommitteo  remaritsl  "  In  tbe  eity  of  Chii^sgi 
there  are  at  present  thirty  Homo»|]otbic  pli  jsii^inn; 
who  are  enmged  in  the  practice  of  cii'^icinc 
Nearly  all  of  these  prectitionera  are  fiilij  per 
■uaded  the  puerperal  fever  has  not  been  ^pi<kmi< 
in  Chio^o  during  the  post  year.  Onl;  l«f 
■poradio  maes  have  occurred  in  their  united  et 

n  « 

Its,  perhaps,  n 
varied  experience  1  vur  aiiopauiie  ore' 
have  daolared  this  diaeaso  epidemic,  or,  at 
more  than  usually  prevnient  among  ne.  C 
be  jxiBlble  that  pittients  of  one  f^ilb  ia  mod 
■nfler  in  every  ease,  while  others  enape  ;  oi 
Dr>.  D.  01  H^  duuld  hare  treated  aveiy  oxb 


.  of  thia  disease,  while  none  of  my  thirty  bretfarei 
"  any  auob  eiperienoe  1" 
The  obief  cause  of  the  alarmiag  and  fata 
IS  which  have,  and  do  so,  frequently  ooour,  ii 
eved  by  the  eaaayiA  to  bethebabitof  preaorih 
,  ing  oatbariiea  and  Dpiat«>  for  women  in  child 
;    bed.  This  pnetiee.  which  haenatbing  but  traditjoi 


1  it,  1 


a  but  1 


'    biaCory  bnt  that  of  harmful  and  et 

ia  aeverely,  and  yet  jnally,  oritieised."  Tbe  papei 

eleaed  with  a  atrmg  ^peal  for  tbe  neceeBity  for  i 

lorengh  familiarity  with,  and  a  development  of 

le  Boiesoes  ooHateral  to  xaedioine. 

Dr.  Lord  reported  (he  recent  death  of  a  lady  ii 

le  West  Divieion,  in  eluld-bed,  fium  the  nie  ol 

r    lobelia  and  other  "regulai"  remediea    She  wat 

;    killed  in  his  opluioD  atcundem  artcm. 

Dr.  Ludlam  reported  a  case  of  what  had  been 
I    diagnoMd  an  eryripelstons  affentioc  t£  tbe  rentam, 
'  '  'i   ho   thongU  wiB  induood  by  the  use  of 
irtica  in  child-birth. 

.  Belding  related  his  experience  in  the  nae  of 
.    eatiiartice  in  child-birth  as  an  Allopatbist,  and  aa 
a  Homceopathiet !   bis  experience  was  vastly  ia 
favor  of  the  latter  mode  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Pratt  had  1o>t  a  patient  afflicted  with 
puerperal  fever,  becanae  tbe  nune  bad,  unknewD 
to  him,  adminiatered  a  cathartic. 
,  Dr.  Ober  bad  generally  diacarded  the  use  ol 
csthartioa  in  cases  of  child-birth.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  aasnre  his  patient  that  an  immediate 
movement  of  tbe  bowels  waa  unDeceEniy.  In 
some  inatancea  hia  patients  had  taken  mild 
oathartica  without  disaatrena  retalts. 

Dr.  Pratt  reported  a  case  where  movement  of 
the  bowels  did  not  take  place  for  two  weelLs  after 
delivery,  and  yet  the  patient  recovered.   . 

Dr.  Anthony  thought  that  if  patients  would  talre 
cathartjca,  they  should  do  so   apon   their    own 
lusibility. 

.  Reed  said  that  the  physiological  Infidelity  in 
obstetric  practiee  was  not  oouAned  to  the  treab- 
~  of  mothers  ;  the  innocent  child  often  came 
a  large  share  of  tbe  aril  remlting  from  the 
AUopatbio  mode  of  treatment.  Dr.  Temple  in  hn 
hia  remarks  upon  tbe  same  subject,  said  that  tbe 
mortality  repotia  shoned  that  at  least  one-bslf  o 
ill  the  deaths  reported  were  among  children  under 
Bve  years  of  age,  and  charged  tbat  this  waa  tbe 
raanit  of  criminal  AUopathie  practice.  It  was  an 
abominable  ayrtem,  in  hia  judgment. 

Dr.  E  H.  Hale  read  a  paper,  of  some  length, 

upon  the  history,  oanaas,  symptoms  and  diagnosla 

of  Retroversion  of  the    Utenu.      He   gave  the 

^teachings  coucernint  tbe  pAtbology  of  thia 

painful,  and  often  intnotabla  disease,  and  entered 

into  a  generei   ruonu-of  Uie   best   motboda  of 

treatment,   adopted   by  the    Homceopatbic   and 

'"opathic  Bchooia,    The  treatment,  according  to 

.  Hale,  consists  of  proper  mechanical  appliances 

leHtore  the  uterus  to  its  proper  position,  and  to 

intain  that  organ  in  ita  normal  place  in  the 

pelvia  cavity.    The  medicioal  treatment,  sano- 

1  by  the  experience  of  the  Eommopathic 

I,  together  with  Boma  original  suggestiona, 

„iven  in  general  terms.    It  was  olaimed  that 

this  method  waa  very  auoasBsful  in  the  treatment 

ef    this    disease,  and     itq    varions    sympntbotie 

The  report  of  Dr.  Hale  was  recoW^  vtAxclttit- 
rsd  to  the  CommitbBe  sa  ¥im&Ds. 
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Dr.  Colton  then  read  a  paper  on  "  External 
Remedies  and  Mechanioal  Appliances"  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases.  He  said  that  nnder  cer- 
tain conditions,  heat  and  cold  are  powerful 
therapeutic  agents.  The  human  organism  is 
sensiblj  affected  by  changes  in  the  atmosphere, 
acting  primarily  upon  the  skin,  as  well  as  through 
the  passages.  The  respiratory  influences  of  heat 
are  observed  in  Uie  relaxation  of  the  respiratory 
processes,  while  cold  produce  the  reverse  condi- 
tion. Waler,  as  an  adjunct,  is  equally  necessary 
and  useful.  Blisters,  setons,  issues,  etc.,  have 
been  in  use  a  long  time,  and  their  abuses  are  no 
less  palpable  than  the  poisons  poured  down  the 
throats  of  the  innocent  victims  to  unscientific 
professional  treatment.  He  would  not  say  that 
yesication  is  never  useful,  but  in  ninety-nine 
oases  out  of  a  hundred  better  measures  are  at 
hand.  To  think  of  a  seven-by-nine  plaster  of 
Sptnish  flies  over  the  chest,  accompanied  with  a 
pill  of  blue  mass  internally,  every  two  hours,  for 
simple  pleurodynia,  made  him  shudder,  though  it 
was  years  ago  that  they  were  administered  to  him 
Homoeopathists  had  found  a  better  remedy  in 
Nux,  or  Arnica,  which  effectually  removes  the 
di£Bculty  in  a  few  hours. 

The  doctor  then  gave  an  elaborate  anatomical 
description  of  the  skin,  and  argued  the  question 
of  cutaneous  absorption  at  some  lengtn,  and 
arrived  at  the  oondusion  that  agents  may  affect 
the  system,  through  the  skin,  in  three  different 
ways:  1st,  by  simple  contact  with  the  sound 
ikin;  2d,  by  forcing  the  substance  through  the 
cuticle  by  means  of  friction ;  3d,  by  bringSig  the 
matter  to  be  absorbed  in  contact  with  the  deeper 
portion  of  the  skin,  after  the  superficial  layer  of 
epidermis  is  removed.  The  application  of  ex- 
ternal remedies  the  speaker  showed  to  have  been 
recommended  by  the  ancients,  from  Hippocrates 
down. 

Although  Hahnemann  finally  proscribed  the 
use  of  all  external  remedies,  except  it  might  be 
an  externally  limited  number,  many  of  his  fol- 
lowers without  the  least  disrespect  to  him  or  his 
memory,  have  seen  fit  to  adopt  them.  The  doctor 
then  narrated  the  different  external  remedies 
used  by  the  profession,  and  briefly  recounted  their 
operation. 

The  Report  was  received,  and  ordered  printed. 
^  ]^r.  Cooke  offered  tbt  following,  which,  on  mo- 
tion, were  adopted  unanimously : 

Whereas — At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Illinois 
State  Medical  Society,  the  subject  of  Puerperal 
Peritonitiay  its  epidemic  prevalence,  ai^d  great 
fatality,  were  discussed  at  length ;  and. 

Whereas — The  very  significantand  important 
fact  that  no  such  epidemic  has  been  observed  by 
HomcBopathic  practitioners  throughout  the  State, 
was  entirely  left  out  of  said  discussion  therefore ; 
be  it 

Resolved — That  we  hereby  solemnly  declare 
to  said  Society,  and  to  the  public,  our  conviction 
that  the  existence  and  the  fatality  of  said  disease, 
are  due  almost  wholly  to  the  cruel  and  absurd 
practice  to  which  the  patients  of  Allopathic  physi- 
cians are  subjected. 

^  Resolved — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Associa- 
tion, the  most  prolific,  exciting  cause  of  Puerperal 
Peritonitis  is    the    frequent    administration    of 
purgatives  and  opiates  to  nearly  every  victim  of 
tlie  maladjr,  within  a  few  d&ya  after  delivery.        I 


Resolved — That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
furnished  to  the  newspapers  ot  the  State,  £91 
publication,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  association. 

Officers  Elected  : — President— W.  C.  An- 
thony. Vice  Presidents — R.  Ludlam,  J.  C. 
Burbank,  E.  M.  McAfee.  Recording  Secretary 
— G.  D.  Beebe.  Corresponding  Seeretaru^ 
D.  A.  Colton.  Treasurer — L.  Pratt.  Board  oj 
Censors — Drs  Ober,  Small,  Foster,  and  Vanliew 
Delegate  to  N.  Y,  Stale  Medieal  Society— Gt.  D 
Beebe. 

At  the  evening  session,  the  report  of  Dr.  E.  IC 
P.  Ludlam  was  presented,  upon  "Remitteni 
Fever."  Dr.  L.  reported  two  oases,  and  the 
treatment  in  each. 

Dr.  Burt,  of  Lyons,  Iowa,  reported  a  case  ol 
tracheotomy  for  diphtheria,  and  presented  a  sec- 
tion of  trachea,  showing  the  incision  ot  the  windpipe 
and  the  exudation  of  the  false  membrane,  result- 
ing disastrously.  He  also  presented  a  tape  wora 
forty  feet  long,  expelled  from  the  stomach  of  a 
boy  four  years  old :  the  remedy  used  in  thii 
instance  was  punl^kin  seed  tea. 

Dr.  Beebe  also  related  an  interesting  oaseol 
tracheotomy,  resulting  in  full  recovery. 

Dr.  Rogers  presented  a  foetus,  supposed  to  be 
five  months  old,  without  brain  or  spine ;  and  alsc 
a  foetus  of  full  age,  to  the  back  of  which  was  at- 
tached a  sack  filled  with  a  gelatinous  substance 
Both  specimens  were  presented  to  the  Museum  oJ 
the  College. 

A  discussion  followed  upon  the  use  of  Lachesis, 
in  which  Drs.  Beebe,  Hale,  and  Boyoe  par- 
ticipated. 

Dr.  Burt  asked  if  in  croup  the  false  membnuu 
extended  to  the  cavities  of  the  heart. 

Dr.  Ludlam  said  he  had  never  observed  any- 
thing  of  the  kind  in  case  of  croup. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  ad 
as  Chiefs  of  Bureaus: — Surgery — Dr  Beebe. 
Theory  and  Practice — Dr.  Cooke.  Obstetrics— 
Dr.  R.  Ludlam.  Materia  Medica — Dr.  Hale. 
Anatomy — Dr.  Colton.  Chemistry — Dr.  Welch. 
Physiology  and  Pathology — Dr.  Reed. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President,  the 
Convention  adjourned  for  one  year. 

SociETT  OF  the  German  Homobopathig 
Phtsiciams  of  the  Northwest. — At  the  lad 
meeting  of  the  Homoeopathic  physicians,  the 
German  members  determined  to  establish  a  So- 
ciety of  German  HoTnoeopathic  Physicians  qftht 
Northwest.  Therefore  they  temporarily  organised 
a  committee,  and  nominated  Dr.  J.  Ulrich,  ol 
Chicago,  as  President,  and  Dr.  Jaeger,  of  Elgin, 
111.,  as  Secretary.  The  said  physicians  passed  a 
resolution  to  Invite  all  the  German  and  Amerioao 
physicians  to  meet  in  Chicago,  on  the  16th  Nov., 
18o4.  Four  weeks  before  the  said  meeting  it 
shall  be  advertised  by  an  espebial  circular.  AU 
physicians  who  feel  interested  in  the  formation  ol 
said  society,  and  wish  to  obtain  more  particnUu 
information  respecting  it,  may  address  theii 
enquires  to  Dr.  Ulrich,  Chicago,  or  Dr.  Jaeger. 
Elgin,  111.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  an  oooasion  ol 
more  than  usual  interest. 


flOMCEOPATHIC    PUBLICATION  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  was  organized  on  the  first  day  ol 
June,  1864,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
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Among  the  prominent  physicians  who  were 
]H«eent  at  its  organisation,  we  notice  the  names 
of  Bering,  Wells,  Lippe,  Boyoe,  Guernsey,  Dun- 
ham, H.  M.  Smith,  Hale,  and  others.  *  . 

lis  object  is  to  aid  publishers  and  authors,  ^ 
the  effort  to  present  the  Homoeopathic  School  with 
Bteadard  works  on  practice,  etc.,  etc.^ 

The  Constitution  and  general  aim  of  the  Soci- 
ety, will  appear  hereafter. 

Its  Officers  are  :  One  Treasurer  (Dr.  H.  M. 
Smith,  of  New  York) ;  two  Secretaries  (Dr.  B.  M. 
Hale,  of  Chicago,  for  the  West ;  and  Carrol  Dun- 
ham, of  New  York,  for  the  East,)  and  an  Executiye 
Goonotl  offive,  who  transact  the  main  business  of 
the  Society.  (Drs.  Bering,  Boyce,  Lippe,  Guern- 
sey, and  Wells). 

An  initiation  fise  of  one  dollar  makes  the 
phyiician  a  member  for  life.  Those  in  the  West, 
wishing  to  become  members,  can  forward  the  fee 
to  Dr.  Hale,  of  Chicago. 

We  prediotfor  this  Society,  a  course  of  great 
QMf Illness. 


HOM(EOPATHIC   MEDICAL   SOCIETY, 

OF  IHB  COUNTY  OF  CATTJQA,   K.  T. 

The  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Cayuga,  held  its  fifth  annual  session  at  the 
Uniyersalist  church  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  June 
22nd,  1864.  Present,  Drs.  Bobinson,  Robinson, 
Jr.,  Swift,  Smith,  Peterson,  Fellows,  Strong, 
Gf^^nn,  Brewster  and  Boyce,  members.  Drs. 
E.  B.  Heath,  H.  H.  Heath,  and  C.  Dunhakn,  hon- 
orary members,  and  Drs.  L.  Clary,  and  A.  R. 
Morgan,  of  Syracuse,  H.  M.  Smith,  of  New  York, 
and  H.  M.  Paine,  of  Clinton. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  election  of  officers  being  declared  in  order, 
Dr.  H.  Robinson  was  election  President,  Dr. 
Biewster  Vice  President,  and  Dr.  Boyce  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer.  Dr.  Robitison,  Jr.,  was 
eleeted  oensor'  in  place  of  Dr.  Robinson,  [  who 
resigned. 

A  eommittee  was  appointed  to  conduct  the 
new  President  to  the  Chair,  who  in  fulfilling  this 
duty  made  a  neat  and  pleasant  speech  which 
called  out  from  the  President  a  congratulatory 
address.on  taking  the  chair. 

Bepoirte  of  special  committees  being  in  order. 
Dr.  Boyee  read  his  closing  report  on  catarrh. — 
This  ealled  out  a  lengthened  discussion  by  the 
members  and  others  present. 

Dr  Robinson,  Jr.^  read  his  promised  paper  on 
Kali  hyd.  in  throat  diseases. 

The  President  introduced  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Lee 
who  had  been  invited  to  take  a  seat  with  the 
locietT  and  to  give  an  address  in  the  evening. 

Maj.  J.  M.  Austin  being  present  spdke  on  the 
want  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  in  the  army. 

Drs.  H.  H.  Heath,  H.  Robinson,  Jr.,  and  Rev. 
D.  K.  Lee  spoke  on  the  same  subject  and  gave 
instances  which  had  come  under  their  observation. 

The  society  having  resumed  its  order  of  busi- 
ness, Dr.  Swifb  reported  several  oases  of  disease 
in  children  which  he  had  cured. 


Dr.  Dunham  read  a  paper  on  Pterygium. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Heath  read  a  paper  on  Calendula  in 
Erysipelas. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Heath  reported  a  case  of  serious  in- 
duration of  the  lip,  cured  by  Sepia  900.  Dr. 
Fincke  presented  a  paper  on  "  some  new  terms 
relative  to  Homoeopathies.''  The  communication 
having  been  read  by  Dr.  Robinson,  Jr.,  it  was 
referred  to  a  eommittee  consisting  of  Drs.  Boyoe, 
Robinson  and  Swift. 

The  society  took  a  recess  to  comply  with  an  in- 
vitation from  Dr.  Robinson  to  discuss  other  good 
things  prepared  by  the  lady  of  the  Hon.  W.  P. 
Robmson,  of  which  it  is  sufiicient  to  say,  to  those 
who  know  her  that  the  feast  was  one  of  her  per- 
fect successes. 

The  society  re-assembled  at  7  p.  m.,  and  Dr. 
Morgan  read  a  paper  on  skin  diseases. 

The  hour  havmg  arrived  for  addresses.  Rev.  D. 
K.  Lee  delivered  an  address  of  great  beauty, 
which  showed  the  view  taken  by  outsiders  of  oui 
system  and  practice. 


Dr  Clary  reviewed  some  point  of  Mr.  Lee'fl 
address  and  pointed  out  several  misapprehensioni 
of  the  gentleman. 

Dr:  Dunham  delivered  an  address  which  was 
all,  the  many  admirers  of  the  Dr.  could  desire. 

One  great  feature  of  the  proceeding  was,  a 
history  of  the  rise  and  prrgress  of  Homoeopcthj 
in  Cayuga  county,  by  Dr  Robinson,  which  if 
ordered  to  be  published. 

Mr.  Lee  and  Dr.  Dunham  were  requested  to 
write  out  their  addresses  for  the  archives  of  thfl 
society. 

Rev.  D.  K.  Lee,  Hon.  T.  M.  Pomeroy,  Hon.  W. 
P.  Robinson,  Drs.  A.  R.  Morgan,  and  L.  Clary,  oi 
Syracuse,  H  M.  Paine,  of  Clinton,  and  H.  M 
Smith,  of  New  York,  were  elected  honorary! 
members  of  tbe  society. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  given  to  Rev.  D.  K.  Lee 
for  his  beautiful  address;  to  the  Universalis^ 
Society  for  their  kind  invitation  to  use  theii 
church ;  to  Hon.  T.  M.  Pomeroy,  for  valuable 
public  documents;  to  Hon.  W.  P.  Robinson  foi 
services  rendered,  and  to  Dr.  Robinson,  for  th< 
superb  dinner. 

Communications  were  read  from  Dr.  H.  D 
Paine  of  Albany,  with  a  clinical  case  reported  h} 
the  same ;  from  Dr.  Lippe,  of  Philadelphia,  wid[ 
clinical  cases ;  from  Drs.  Richardson,  Wells  anc 
Fincke,  of  Brooklyn ;  a  telegram  from  Dr.  Sweet< 
ing  of  South  Butler.  Dr.  Dunham,  by  request 
read  a  paper  on  Spasm  of  the  Larynx. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  aci 
in  conjunction  with  the  Massachusetts  Homoeo- 
pathic Medical  Society,  in  regard  to  the  intro- 
duction of  Homoeopathy  into  the  army  of  th< 
United  States. 

Drs.  Robinson, '  Swift  and  Smith  were  electee 
delegates  to  the  Onondaga  County  Homoeopathii 
Medical  Society. 

Drs.  Robinson,  Jr.,  Gwynn,  and  Brewster  wcr* 
elected  delegates  to  the  Oneida  County  Homcoo 
pathic  Medical  Society. 

Drs.  Fellows,  Gwynn  and  Brewster  were  electee 
delegates  to  the  Wayne  County  Homoeopathi 
Medical  Society. 

After  appijinting  committees  for  the  year  tb 
society  adiourned  at  11  p.ii.  \itv\K\.  \Xi^  «K:k^^\ 


Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  reported  progress  as  to  the 
•ffort  now  being  made  to  establish  a  publishingX  Tuesday  of  Boatember  mt^r 
aid  society.  I 


C.  Yf  .'EoTC^.'^^^t^X.^ 
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HOHfflOPATBIO    INFIHHABT  07 
PHILABBLPEIA.. 

Sxlract  fiom    AnnwU   Report,  Jar  the   year 

aiding  April  lOlh,  1864. 

About  five  yein  Kgo,  b  Email  eomfsoy  of  gen- 
tlemen, full;  pennuled  of  the  jmportuios  and 
T^ue  to  the  uommuDity  of  har^Dff  &  HonKcopathlc 
Infirmar;  loooitod  m  Fhilitdelphw,  irhers  SDreii»1 
and  medioa]  attCTttlan  could  he  beatDwed  by 
physleians  and  anrgeon^  of  the  Homsopathio 
Sehool  of  Hedlcino  npon  thoie  who  preferred 
and  desired  thli  modiiofcDre.  inlerested  them- 
ihi)tb8  in  roFming  Uie  InBtitDtioa  which  bean  the 
■boie  title.  A  Board  of  Manngen  wu  formed; 
medlnal  men  selected  to  take  chu-ge  of  It ;  and  a 
plaoe  wai  opened  for  the  prenorlptioa  department, 
and  ftimidied  with  the  oeoenarr  artsngomontt, 
mecUcinee,  sargieal  instramonta,  etc.,  needful  for 
ODnuneuoing  the  wrirk  of  reuderin^  attention  to 
ntoh  pitienla  u  eould  apply  in  their  own  person, 
fbr  adrioe  and  treabnant  at  the  office. 

The  anm  total  of  work  that  haa  already  been 
aooompliahed,  foots  np  as  fallows ;— Aboat  10  000 
patient  have  Tisited  the  Infiimary  for  medioal 
and  snrgioal  advice.  23,140  pnuoriptions  hare 
been  pat  ap  fbr  admmuitmbiDn  to  the  applicants, 
while  many  handreds  of  families  have  beoome  be- 
lieven  in  thie  hnmane  system  of  medidne,  thnu^ 
the  iufluenoe  and  inttramantali^  of  this  orgaoi- 
aatiOD,  Mid  have  lealiied  the  trutii  and  benefits 
of  the  gn^l  law  and  principle  of  oare  :  "  Similia 
Similibm  CnrantUT,  diicoverad  by  Dr.  Samuel 
HahnemauD. 

The  first  few  mnnthi  demonstrated  that  it 
wonid  be  impraotlcable  to  narry  on  with  snooess, 
the  other  departments  originally  iiont«mplBlail, 
until  the  laatitntlon  beoame  more  widely  known, 
and  mum  permanently  eatablisbed.  A  financial 
orieis,  and  the  effect  of  the  war,  in  absorbing  al~ 
meet  the  entire   attention  of  the  cornmnnity  In 

aid  of  our  —"-—•-•■ —    — ' '>-    •   ■ 
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No  aabject  of  a  temporal  nature  Is  of  more 
direct  imporlonuo  to  eveij  member  of  society 
than  Ihe  healing  of  the  body  when  sick.  Ail  aro 
Interested  in  it,  sinoo  those  of  every  age,  mi,  aoil 
condition,  are  liable  to  aooidents,  and  taiages  of 

The  great  qoeetion  that  every  one  deabrea  to 
wive  ia :  how  shall  my  life  be  preeerved,  and  my 

-  health  most  easily  and  safely  restored,  wbea  ithb' 
beoome  impared  1  The  HomfenpaChie  system, 
which  It  ia  propoeed  to  employ  in  this  hospital,  btf 
proven,  end  is  dally  proving,  by  plMn,  incontro- 
vertible facte,  in  innumerable  oases,  that  medicinen 
ran  be  deprived  of  their  i»isonous  and  deetmi- 
t'l-o  propertiet,  mid  jot  retain  thoir  ourativt 
tlrtaaa,  and  tbug  act  with  >  safe  and  more  certiuii 


tplain  the  truth  ol 
tEatomem:  loac,  almost  every  mviliiedoommunitj 
Id   the  world  ia  piaMioally,  to-day,  piovisg  fbr 

itoelf. 
The. 

iid*ocat«*of  this  sobeol  of  mediaine,-bithis 
ulono,  are  nnmbered  by  thousands,  moeh.  tho 
larger  uamber  of  whom  arepersous  ofwealth  and 
influence  and  it  is  due  to  that  more  unfortunate 
i^lasa,  the  indigent,  who  may  believe  in  the  deo- 
[linee  of  Homreopathy,  that  a  proper  hoapital 
should  be  kept  in  operation,  m  order  that  they 
inay  not  be  oompelled  by  foroa  of  eiroamstBnDes, 
«hen  disease,  or  accident  orartskes  them,  to  go 
to  an  Allopathie  kutituCion,  and  remiToamoda 
of  treatment  whioh  is  repulvive  to  them,  and  in 
irhich  they  do  not  place  uonfidenoe. 

The  amount  needed  to  plaoe  this  lutitnlioii 
iipou  a  proper  and  saooenfol  footing,  i*  to  oanfer 
lilesunga  upon  our  own  people,  ameliorating  tbs 
<«ndition  of  sick  and  sufformg  bnmanity  right  in 
<inr  midst.  This  Infirmary  Ims  nevar  before  ap- 
)>ealed  to  the  public  for  support  in  lla  paat  oSoea  ; 
liub  in  openiag  sink  wards,  the  mauagen  fed  that 
lliey  are  but  acting  with  geaoroaity  in  afibrding 
the  liberal  minded  the  oppertniut;  of  bestowing 
i.heir  gifla  npon  a  ehantable  TiMitltntifm,  uad'a 

We  must  here  state  to  the  eontrihnlon,  Hiat' 
ibe  principle  on  whioh  it  waa  ftinndedi  and  i>  to 
be  condnctfid,  is  Uiat  of  eontrac^ng  no  debt  whii^ 
ia  not  provided  tor  hefon  it  is  inourrnd.  Then- 
fore,  its  operations  will  be  eilanded  only  in  pra- 
portion  to  the  amount  actually  paid  into  th« 
treasury.  The  greater  the  motive  power  in  the 
shape  of  funds  and  material  aid,  that  is  thus  ^Ton 
to  it,  the  more  steadily  and  eitensirely  will  its 
workings  be  carried  on,  and  the  larger  amount  of 
good  accomplished. 

Our  thanki  are  doe  to  the  medioal  staff,  and 
ispeoially  to  the  two  attending  physieiana,  who 
lave  gtatuitoudy 'devoted  one  honr  of  every  week- 
day in  the  pr«scriptluD  department,  for  the  laat 
five  years,  freely  giving  their  time  and  adTioa, 
'  iring  the  euld  storms  of  winter,  sad  heated  days 
summer,  as  cheerfully  as  in  more  pleasant  dayi 
id  sessoDs ;  thus  bestowing  as  noble  and  pnuse- 
worthy  a  cliarily  as  those  who  donate  larce  snmi 

/ear,  the  office  of  sorgean  was 
filled  by  Dr.  Boshnxi  W.  James,  who  has  vaM 
kindly  performed  all  the  duties  required  of  hlo 

The  Treasurer  reports  the  prescription  deprt- 
menC  in  a  floDrishing  condition,  with  t!30  towanU 
its  expenses  the  ooming  year.  He  has  no  foodi 
for  the  Hospital  department  yet  in  hand. 

Mtdieal  Staff  ^(3.  Bering,  M.  D.,  112  and 
114'North  12th  Street;  ».  James,  H.  D.,  1013 
Qrecn;  Kichard  Qardiner,  H.  D.,  626,  Sprae«| 
J.  Kitchen,  H.  D.,  716  Snmce;  Bnshrod  W 
James,  M.  Q.,  No.  609  N.  IStb  Street ;  Darid  B 
Posey,  M.  D.,  1105  Arch  Street. 

Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  in  ohargf 
of  the  Hospital  and  Snrgioal  Department. 

ly,  H.  D.,  Obetotrician  in   charge  ol 
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APOCYNUM  CANNABINUM. 

Re  USB  nr  vtEBiirB  hjbkobrhaob. 

CbJM  Exported  hy  J>.  E,  Marsden,  Jl£.  D. 

For  abont  ten  years,  I  have  been  in  the 
habit  c^  using  the  apocynum  in  arresting 
neootrhagia,  as  well  as  some  other  forms  of 
«t«rhie  hemorrhage. 

Ckue  1.  A  lady  was  laboring  nnder  alarm- 
ing uterhie  hsemorrhage.  It  was  her  regn- 
kr  catamMiial  period;  the  flow  had  been 
moderate  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  sud- 
denly set  in  with  so  mneh  violence  that  she 
soon  became  too  weak  to  be  out  of  bed.  She 
was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  the 
mother  of  three  children ;  in  her  last  labor, 
ahehad  hsmorrhage  previous  to  delivery. 
When  I  arrived  at  the  bedside  she  was  al- 
most pulseless,  and  disposed  to  faint  when- 
ever she  attempted  to  raise  her  head  from 
the  pillow.  There  was  great  irritability  of 
ths  stomach,  and  vomiting.  The  h»mor- 
riiage  which  ceased  at  intervals,  always  re- 
raiMd  when  the  vital  powers  rallied,  and 
the  heart  resumed  in  some  degree  its  wont- 
ed action.  The  blood  was  usually  expelled 
in  large  clots,  but  sometimes  was  fluid.  I 
prescHbed  one  after  the  other,  all  the  reme- 
dies laid  down  in  the  books,  but  with  no 
good  results.  Several  days  had  now  elaps- 
ed, and  I  now  resolved  to  try  the  Apocynum 
eaan.  I  prepared  some  extempore  tincture 
from  the  ftesh  root.  Hastening  to  the  bed- 
tide,  I  found  the  haemorrhage  still  going  on 
undiminished.  I  prescribed  one  drop  of  my 
tincture  (of  uncertain  strength)  every  hour. 
Almost  immediately  after  commencing  the 
madidne  the  flow  became  less  profuse,  and 
regularly  and  rapidly  declined,  without  a 
single  recurrence  of  its  violence. 

Coue  2.  The  patient  was  a  house-keeper, 
about  forty  years  of  age,  accustomed  to 
hard  service,  and  but  little  careful  of  her 
health.  She  was  the  mother  of  one  child, 
bom  about  flfteen  years  before.  She  had 
been  suflfering  from  the  most  exhausting 
menorrhagia  for  about  six  weeks,  and  haa 
been  takfiig  medicine  from  an  allopathic 
physician,  but  without  benefit.  I  found  her 
greatly  debilitated,  pulse  feeble  and  quick, 
palpitations  very  troublesome  whenever  she 
attempted  to  move  about  the  house,  stom- 
ach excessively  irritable.  She  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  off  her  occupations,  and 
passed  her  tiae  for  the  most  part  in  bed,  or 
Mated  on  a  chair  by  the  bedside.  The  dis- 
charge was  fluid,  and  still  undiminished.  I 
left  Apocynum  to  be  taken  in  doop  doses  at 
an  interval  of  two  hours  (same  tincture  as 
used  in  first  casej.  The  next  day  she  had 
■evere  Tomitings.  Her  stomach  was  Uw  irri- 


table to  bear  the  dose  I  had  prescribed,  and 
which  was  probably  imnecessarily  large. 
The  discharge  seemed,  however,  to  be  dim^- 
ished.  After  giving  some  medicines  to  allay 
the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  I  again  gave 
the  hemp,  a  few  drops  in  a  teaspooafid  of 
water.  I  believe  I  decreased  the  strength 
more  than  once,  before  the  remedy  could 
be  borne  without  creating  nausea.  The 
flow,  however,  still  continued  to  diounish^ 
and  in  about  a  week  from  the  time  of  my 
first  visit,  was  reported  to  have  nearly  ceas^ 
ed.  It  was,  of  course,  some  time  before 
the  patient  regained  her  strength.  Upon 
inquiry  made  some  months  afterwards,  I 
was  informed  that  at  one  or  two  periodl 
immediately  subsequent,  the  fiow  was  some<^ 
what  above  the  normal  amount,  but  soon 
subsided  spontaneously,  and  then  she  was  at 
regular  as  is  usual  at  her  time  of  life. 

Dr.  Marsden  says  he  could  furnish  many 
Other  cases  in  his  own  practice  equally  strik-* 
ing,  but  will  only  give  the  following,  report^ 
ed  to  him  by  his  friend  and  fbrmer  pupil) 
Dr.  W.  H.  Cook : 

"  Mrs.  N.,  aged  38  years,  was  taken  ill  ki 
June,  1863,  with  uterine  haemorrhage,  and 
was  attended  by  an  allopathic  physician  un- 
til the  middle  of  December  following.  Dur- 
ing this  period  she  experienced  the  most 
frightful  fioodings,  as  she  termed  them,  anil 
for  more  than  three  months  of  the  time  thA 
fiow  was  eontinuous,  requiring  her  to  keep 
her  bed  for  weeks  together.  After  having 
haemorrhage  for  several  weeks,  she  expelled 
a  mass  of  membrane  (as  she  has  since  in- 
formed me),  which  I  supposed  to  be  the  de- 
ciduous lining  of  the  uterus.  But,  even 
this  haemorrhage  continued,  and  in  exhaust- 
ing quantities — so  much  so,  that  there  was 
not  a  blood-vessel  perceptible  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  body,  and  the  emaciation  was 
extreme.  She  had  only  a  cessation  of  t 
couple  of  weeks  together,  and  but  two  or 
three  times  since  the  commencement  inJuhe. 
The  fiow  was  excessive  at  the  time  of  my  first 
visit.  I  saw  her  at  12  m.,  and  after  inquir- 
ing into  the  case,  I  left  her  four  grs.  of  the 
1st  dec.  trit.  of  apoc.  can.  (bark  of  the  root) 
to  be  dissolved  in  two  ounces  of  water,  a 
teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour  until  the 
haemorrhage  should  cease,  or  I  should  see 
her  again.  By  12  o'clock,  midnight,  the 
haemorrhage  had  almost  entirely  ceased,  and 
she  left  off  the  medicine.  I  then  gave  her 
other  remedies  to  assist  in  recruiting  her  al- 
most exhausted  system,  under  the  use  of 
which  she  improved  rapidly.  In  about  two 
weeks  the  haemorrhage  set  in  again,  when  I 
left  her  the  same  prescription,  and  in  less 
than  24  hours  all  was  right.  Since  that 
time  there  has  been  no  return,  except  at 
her  catamenial  periods,  and  then  not  exc^«- 
sive.  I  am  now  (Apt\\,  \^\;^  \,T^^\»\!DL^\kK 
with  a  prospect  of  ft\iocQ«&,  tot  vixvX^s^t^ 
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09  tinc«B.  I  also  gaye  the  same  prescription 
as  the  foregoing  to  another  lady  who  had 
suffered  with  uterine  haemorrhage  about 
three-fourths  of  the  time  for  seyeral  months. 
Some  three  months  have  since  passed,  and 
the  now  reports  herself  entirely  rid  of  the 
trouble,  and  regular.  When  I  first  employ- 
ed the  Apocynum,  as  above  stated,  I  had 
seen  no  proving  of  that  drug.  In  my  own 
practice,  however,  I  have  seen  enough  of 
its  pathogenesis  to  satisfy  me  that  it  is  hom- 
oeopathic  to  uterine  haBmorrhage.  On  two 
different  occasions,  when  I  gave  it  to  a  lady 
past  the  turn  of  life  for  ascites,  in  doses  of 
tincture,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  it  had 
not  the  slightest  perceptible  influence  on 
that  affection,  but  was  followed  in  both 
instances,  after  a  few  days,  by  the  return 
of  the  catamenial  flow,  very  much  in  the 
natural  -  manner.  I  also  remember  the 
case  of  a  young  girl,  in  whom  the  cata- 
menia  had  ceased  without  any  apparent 
cause.  She  still  retained  her  health  and 
usual  appearance.  After  taking  the  medi- 
cine in  pretty  large  doses  for  a  few  days, 
she  was  reported  all  "  right."  By  the  way, 
I  would  suggest  that  in  cases  where  amen- 
orrhoea  depends  not  upon  deranged  health, 
but  upon  some  strong  revulsion  diverting 
the  female  circulation  into  other  channels, 
this  remedy  might  be  legitimately  used, 
with  the  hope  that  by  its  primary  effects  it 
would  restore  the  accustomed  discharge, 
and  break  up  the  abnormal  condition  of 
things." 


AMAUROSIS    SUPPOSED     TO   BE    IN- 
DUCED BY  TOBACCO. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  recently  stated  in  a  paper 
in  the  Zaneetj  that  in  forty  cases  of  cerebral 
amaurosis,  symmetrical,  uncomplicated.,  and 
idiopathic,  occurring  in  adults,  he  found 
thirty-seven  were  men  and  only  three  were 
women.  That  this  great  difference  was  not 
due  to  occupation,  was  evident  from  the  di- 
versity of  their  callings,  nor  was  it  from 
syphilis  or  intemperance,  because  one  sex  is 
not  more  exposed  than  the  other,  and  in  two 
only  could  it  be  referred  to  icjury. 

''  There  remained  the  possible  inflaence  of 
tobacco-smoking  and  of  sexual  excesses. 
The  author  stated  strongly  his  conviction 
that  the  real  explanation  of  the  majority  of 
cases  of  this  form  of  amaurosis  would  be 
found  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  two." 

Analysis  of  the  thirty-seven  cases  occur- 
ing  in  males  gives : 

**In  twenty-three  of  the  thirty-seven 
cases, the  patients  had  smoked;  whilst  in 
two  it  was  expressly  stated  that  they  had 
never  done  so  ;  and  in  twelve  there  was  no 
information  In  only  two  could  it  be  as- 
certained  that  the  patients  had  had  const!- 
taUonal  ayphilia.     In  four   instances   the 


sufferers  attributed  their  disease  to  anxiety; 
The  disease  had  progressed  to  absolute 
blindness  in  fifteen  instances ;  in  five  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  arrested  ;  and  in  most 
of  the  others  it  was  either  progressive  at 
the  last  date  of  notes,  or  the  patients  had 
ceased  to  attend." 

'^  With  regard  to  the  probability  of  sexual 
excesses,  the  author  stated  he  had  found 
varicocele  was  a  frequent  concomitant  of 
this  form  of  amaurosis.  In  many  instances 
the  patients  were  healthy,  robust  men,  who 
ailed  in  nothing  excepting  the  loss  of  sight. 
In  no  instance  was  there  any  strong  reason 
for  attributing  the  disease  to  masturbation* 
Even  if  it  were  proved  that  varicocele,  wast- 
ed testes,  and  loss  of  generative  functioa 
were  usual  concomitants  of  this  form  of  am- 
aurosis in  the  male,  still  the  tobacco  hypo- 
thesis would  not  be  wholly  set  aside,  sine* 
the  two  classes  of  symptoms  might  both  be 
due  to  one  common  cause.  In  almost  all 
the  few  cases  occurring  in  females,  there 
was  decided  disturbance  of  menstruation." 

"  Although  he  felt  that  there  were  great 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  belief  in  the  tobac- 
co hypothesis— such,  for  instance,  that  many 
of  those  affected  had  smoked  only  quite 
moderately ;  that  many  had  smoked  for  a 
series  of  years  before  the  amaurosis  super- 
vened ;  that  thousands  smoked  to  great  ex- 
cess without  suffering  from  amaurosis ;  thai 
it  was  not  easy  to  understand  how  the  to- 
bacco poison  could  act  on  one  single  nerv- 
ous ganglion  alone,  the  other  parts  of  tfie 
nervous  system  escaping — still,  the  author 
added,  he  thought  there  was  enough  of  sus- 
picion in  the  clinical  facts  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  ophthalmic  surgeons  to  insist  on  the 
disuse  of  tobacco  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
premonitory  symptoms  of  this  disease  were 
presented.  The  subject  was  one  well  worthy 
of  prolonged  investigation,  and  no  doubt  it 
would  soon  be  set  at  rest." 


For  the  American  Homooopathio  Obsorrar. 

BLOOD-LETTING  AND    NARCOTICS  IN 

INSANITY. 

BT   B.   POTTBB,   M.  D.,  OF   SPBINGFIBLn,  ILL. 

When  I  see  so  much  inconsistency  as  exists 
among  the  sons  of  JSsculapius,  in  their 
writings  and  in  their  practice,  my  soul  is 
filled  with  horror.  There  are,  however,  in- 
dications of  improvement  breaking  out  oo* 
casionally,  for  which  we  must  be  t^nkftil. 

My  mind  was  turned  to  this  subject  while 
looking  over  an  old  volume  of  the  Wutnn 
Laiicetf  vol.  iv.  p.  482,  and  taken  from  Drs. 
Steward  (Practical  Notes  on  Insanity)  and 
Williams  (Essay  on  Narcotics,  Ac,,  in  In- 
sanity). 

Bleeding. — There  is  no  disease,  perhaps,  in 
which  the  lancet  of  the  practitioner  has  done 
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more  irreparable  mischief  than  in  the  treat- 
ment of  mania.  Earl  (Report  on  the 
Bloomingdale  Lunatic  Asylum,  Phila.  Med. 
Ex.,.  May  1845,)  observes  that  blood-letting 
has  probably  confirmed  more  cases  of  in- 
sanity than  it  has  cured.  Dr.  Connolly 
speiQu  in  terms  of  equal  force,  affirming 
that  the  worst  cases  which  have  come  under 
hte  notice,  have  been  those  which  have  been 
largely  bled  before  admission,  and  in  six 
years'  experience  at  Hanwell,  he  has  never 
seen  a  single  case  which  called  for  general 
depletion. 

Dr.  Williams  (Op.  Cit.,  p.  80,)  and  Dr. 
Steward  both  appear  to  think  hUeding  neees- 
Mtry  in  tome  instances,  but  agree  with  the 
former  writers  that  it  is  pernicious  as  a 
general  remedy.  Dr.  Williams  states  that  it 
should  never  be  resorted  to  without  para- 
mount necessity,  and  then  not  largely.  The 
cases  in  which  both  he  and  Dr.  Steward 
think  it  advisable,  are  in  the  case  of  sup- 
pressed customary  evacuations,  as  epistaxis, 
and  in  the  critical  age  of  females.  Dr. 
Honter  says  blood-letting  is  one  of  the 
greatest  weakeners,  as  we  can  kill  thereby, 
and  we  all  know  that  it  often  produces  dan- 
gerous consequences. 

Nareoties, — The  exhibition  of  this  class  of 
medicines  in  mania  forms  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  a  large  portion  of  Dr.  Williams'  work. 
We  shall,  therefore  briefly  recapitulate  the 
results  of  his  experience : 

Opium  (he  says)  is  contra-indicated  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  restlessness  is  accom- 
pmnied  with  great  heat  of  skin,  and  where 
the  nervous  excitement  is  evidently  caused 
by  increased  arterial  action.  It  is  also,  he 
observes,  contra-indicated  in  mania  associ- 
ated with  paralysis,  or  evident  cerebral  dis- 


Narcotics  cannot  enter  the  list  of  cura- 
tive agents,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Williams.  In 
regard  to  narcotics  (the  massive  doses  of 
the  Allopaths),  there  might  be  enough 
quoted  against  their  use  to  fill  a  large  vol- 
ume.   I  will  mention  one,  and  close. 

Opium, — This  universal  panacea  for  the 
nervous  system  produces  drowsiness  and 
stupor,  low  muttering,  delirium,  stertorous 
breathing,  cold  sweats,  and  convulsions. 
The  countenance  is  pale  and  contracted ; 
the  pulse  frequent  and  irregular,  till  it  as- 
sumes the  slow,  heavy  beat  of  apoplexy. 
It  acts  through  the  medium  of  the  nervous 
system,  by  rapidly  diminishing  the  sensorial 
energy ;  or  by  absorption,  through  the  cir- 
culation—in the  first  instance,  destroying 
by  sufibcation  from  paralysis  of  the  respir- 
atoiy  muscles,  and  in  the  second,  by  induc- 
ing apoplexy  whqn  determined  to  the  brain, 
or  paralysis  and  syncope,  when  extended  to 
the  heart.--(Oroloy's  Toxicology.) 


THERAPEUTICAL  APPLICATION   01 
ELECTRO-GALVANISM. 

The  therapeutic  application  of  electro-galvan 
ism  is  also  attracting  considerable  attention.    Ix 
applying  a  current  of  electricity  to  the  humai 
frame,  the  object  is  to  act  upon  the  static  electric- 
ity in  the  body.    By  the  application,  for  instance 
of  the  positive  pole,  the  corresponding  electrici^ 
contained  in  the  body  is  set  free,  and  oirculatei 
in  larger  quantities  in  the  nerves,  the  combinatiox 
of  the  positive  current  from  the  apparatus  witl 
the  negative  in  the  body  forming  a  neutral  com- 
pound.   An  opposite  result,  of  course,  follows  the 
application  of  the  negative  pole.     The  norma] 
current  circulating  in  the  nerves  should  be  in- 
creased when  there  is  a  deficiency  of  electricity  in 
the  system,  and  decreased  when  tiiere  is  an  ezoen 
In  health  there  exists  a  certain  quantity  of  elec- 
tric fluid  in  the  nerves,  which  is  increased  oi 
diminished  by  disease.     In  those  cases  which 
require  an  increase  of  electric  activity  to  supply 
the  defficiency  of  the  current  in  the  nerves,  the 
negative  electrode  must  be  placed  either  on  the 
spinal  column,  the  forehead,  the  temples,  or  nape 
of  the  neck;  and  the  positive  applied  to  tne  hands, 
feet,  or  abdomen,  according  to  the  part  affected, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  bring  as  much  as  possibla 
under  the  direct  influence  of  the  electric  fluid.  In 
those  cases  which  require  the  quantity  of  electricity 
circulating  in  the  nerves  to  be  ^minished,  tiie 
positive  pole  must  be  placed  on  the  back,  the 
negative  on  the  part  affiscted.    Chronic  affections 
of  long  standing,  require  perseverence  in  the  con- 
tinued use  of  the  remedy;  and  there  are  few  cases 
but  which,  if  they  do  no:  absolutely  yield  to  its 
influence,  at  least  derive  some  benefit  from  it.  In 
general  debility,  the  employment  of  the  eleotrio 
current  is  invariably  beneficial.    It  must  be  ap- 
plied chiefly  to  the  back  when  the  debility  is 
general,  and  to,  or  as  near  as  possible  to,  the  part 
affected,  when  it  is  more  local.    Dr.  Fboriep  has 
met  with  great  success  in  treating  incontinence  of 
urine  with  electricity.    His  plan  consists  in  intro- 
ducing the  electric  fluid  by  one  pole  into  the 
bladder,  whilst  the  other  is  applied  over  the  pubes. 
Electro-galvanic  currents  have  been  successfully 
applied  to  the  bladder,  where,  from  over  distension 
during  labor,  it  has  lost  the  power  of  expelling  its 
contents,  requiring  the  daily  use  of  the  catheter. 
The  electric  current  speedily  restores  the  organ  to 
the  dominion  of  the  will    I  will  refer  again  to  this 
subject  in  my  next  letter. — Reporter. 


A  CASE   OF   MELANCHOLIA   ATTONITA 
WITH  LOSS  OF  SPEECH. 

BT  J>B.  H.  WIGAKD,  OF  SPBIirGFIELDJOHIO. 

On  the  25th  of  July  last.  Miss  M.  Suvxr, 
aged  fifteen  years,  residing  on  a  farm  near^Lon- 
don,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  was  brought  to  me 
by  her  parents  for  examination.  She  is  a  girl  of 
excellent  physical  and  mental  development;  en- 
jjyed  good  health  from  Infancy,  and  has  been  of 
a  frolicsome,  happy  disposition.  In  February, 
1863,  her  speech  began  to  fall,  without  any 
apparent  cause,  and  since  ^«cc\v  ^<ft\i%a^<;JV»  v^^- 
ken  a  word.    Bhe  Is  low  spVnU^^  -^nev^a  ^'iXAi^  1 
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bQura,  Vrantf  to  be  alone,  aadl  siti  mort  of  the 
time  in  a  comer  of  the  room  with  a  gun-bonnet 
on  her  head.  She  makes  no  complaintaj  hai  to 
be  coaxed  to  take'food,  and  when  asked  a  question 
aiMwers  hj  a  ned  or  a  shake  of  the  head.  Menses, 
bowels,  sleep,  ^.,  normal.  All  my  endeavors  to 
indnoe  her  to  speak,  prored  fruitless.  M7  ques- 
tions '%iye  you  had  a  fall?  do  yon  suffer  from 
headachel'*  she  answered  by  shaking  her  head. 

The  oase  was  a  pussling  one;  yet,  to  prevent 
th«  parents  from  taking  her  to  a  lunatic  asylum,  I 
gave  a  fkvorable  prognosis!  Prescribed  Asaf., 
2d:  potency,  8  powders  night  and  morning,  fol- 
lowed by  Ignatia  3d,  and  Pulsatilla  3,  in  alteini^ 
ticn,  night  and  moming,  for  six  days. 

August  ^ih.  Parents  called  without  the  patient 
She.  is  no  better.  Admitted  to  her  mother  tha^ 
she  had  a  fall  some  time  ago,  and  suffered  ftom 
aevere  headache.  Prescribed  Ignatia  first  and 
Amiqa—Belladonna  3  (double  remedy)  of  each 
ta^  powders  to  be  taken  in  alternation,  night  and 
OMMning. 

Avgtui  20/A,  Beoeived  the  following  letter 
written  by  the  patient: 

Dr.  TI%aad'^Well,  Doctor,  I  think  that  your 
medicine  has  helped  me  considerable.  I  am 
getting  better,  andf  I  think  by  a  little  more  of 
your  aid,  I  wiU  soon  be  perfectly  well.  I  can 
^alk  some  and  sing  too.  I  do  not  have  a  pain 
inmy  head  as  often  as^I  used  to.  I  have  taken 
all  the  medicine*    Please  send  more. 

Yours,  Ac,  M.  SUYEB* 

Xsenther  Ignatia  3,  and  Belladonna — ^Arnica 
3  (double  remedy)  of  each  eight  doses,  to  be  taken 
as  above.  This  prescription  was  the  last.  On 
December  6th  she  writes,  that  she  is  in  perfect 
health,  and  has  had  no  return  of  former  symp- 
toiBS  since  August. 


CLINICAL   OBSERVATIONS  ON  VABIOIXS 

REMEDIES. 

BT  JAKES  B.  BELL,  K.  D. 

PoDOPH.  PELT. — Usual  dost^  \st  dec,  from 
Solution  of  Podophillin. — Indication  for  in  gas- 
tric tnmfale—- [ar^e  quaniUy  offatuM  partionlarly 

by  ^rueCoiion. 

Indiarrhoda-'a66enc«  qfpain — ^have  found  this 
a  decided  indication  for  Pod. 

In-  sick  headache, — pain  and  nausea  is  preetsd" 
td  by  dimness  of  visioT^— (patients  call  it  blind 
headache)  which  passes  off  on  accession  of  pain* 
Talbon  when  this  symptom  appears  it  dispenns 
the  attack. 

G£LSBifiir0X^Do«e,  1st  dec.  dil.  in  water— 
OatunluU  Fovor  of  any  grade  or  form,  not  accom-' 


panied  by  serums  local  ir^lammaiion*    Produpea 
profuse  persi»ration  in  one  or  two  hours. 

Absemiatb  or  Quinxnb — 1st  dec,  dilf  (soht' 
turn) — Debility  and  loss  of  appetite  without  local 
lestons,  but  resulting  from  over  work,  Ao.,  Nsu^ 
ralgia^  principally  of  face  and  head  in  persons 
qf  above  amdition.  Bheumatic  pains  and  stiff- 
ness in  joints  in  debilitated  persons,  (olergyment 
clerks,  Ac.,  who  are  sedentary  and  confined.) 

Yalebianate  or  Zino — Doss  1st  cent,  trii.-^ 
Neuralgia  of  face  and  head,  more  frequently  ia 
persons  of  pretty  good  health,  good  odor,  and 
some  flushing  of  face;  also  of  whole  body,  result- 
ing from  taking  edd;  in  a  robust  florid  persoa 
much  worse  towards  night  until  midnight. 

Pbubslite  of  Potash — Dose  1st  dec  dH—'For 
debUHyj  lassitude^  or  want  of  appetite,  gastrio 
symptoms  in  ladies  affected  with  leucorrhosft 
wither  without  ulceration,  and  with  relaxation 
of  genital  organs.  Has  no  effect  upon  the  hMsa'- 
but  improves  general  ^jrmptoms. 

Fluorisb  or  Calcium — 3  cent,  irit* — ^Am  notw 
usSng  it  with  much  relief  in  a  case  of  goitre., 
Disease  is  rare  with  us,  and  therefore  have  nol 
been  able  to  experiment  extensively  with  it. 

Experiments  upon  dogs,  Ac,  have  proved  it  to 
be  the  agent  causing  goitre  in  the  Alpisa 
regions. 


ELONGATED  UVULA. 

Man,  SBt  25.  The  necessity  for  dipping 
the  uvula  does  not  exist  as  often  as  the  ope- 
ration is  performed,  and  it  is  rarely  neces- 
sary to  remove  more  than  the  pendnlons 
portion.  It  often  acquires  enormous  length. 
I  saw  a  patient  some  years  ago  who  could 
draw  it  between  bis  teeth.  This  young  man 
has  been  affected  for  some  time ;  it  produ- 
ces great  iiritation;  it  consists  of  nothing 
but  mucous  membrane ;  we  draw  it  forward 
by  means  of  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  divide 
the  parts  with  the  scissors ;  use  a  gargle  of 
green  tea  made  strong,  for  a  few  daya.— 
Prof  S.  D.  Cfroes*  Surgtecd  CHnie. 

Cutting  the  uvula  may  be  called  for  in 
some  chronic  cases.  Recent  cases  of  relaxa- 
tion of  the  pendulous  portions  of  the  palate 
are  quickly  removed  by  jirum  triph,  8rd  trit. 
and  Nux^  v,  ^h  dil.  pellets,  one  dose  a  day 
of  each. 


PH)rT8ja.ccA.— Db.  G.  C.  Bbown  says :  "  I 
have  been  experimenting  a  little  with  Phy- 
tolacca^ enlarged  Tonsils,  and  so  far  have 
found  it  very  beneficial.  In  two  cases  they 
were  so  much  enlarged  as  to  materially  in- 
Iterfere  with  deglutition,  and  had  surfsce 
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ulcerak  Were  speedily  rednced  by  the  nse 
of  Phytolacca,  a  few  drops  of  the  tincture 
in  a.  tumbler  of  water ;  teaspoonful  every 
two  hours.  I  have  two  cases  of  chronic 
enlargement  under  treatment  now.  Will 
give  you  the  result. 

[We  hayeused  the  Phytols^cca  tincture^ 
from  firesh  root,  in  cases  of  ulcerated  sore 
throat  with  decided  advantage. — ^En.] 

Pb.  C.  W*  Botoe  reports  that  he  has 
found  the  Phytolacca  universally  beneficial 
in  diphtheritic  sore  throats. 

Br.  Burt*8  notice  of  Phytolacca  will  be 
found  in  the  March  number  of  Obbbbybb-^ 
and  extensive  provings  in  volume  of  New 
Provings,  edited  by  Dr.  Hale. 


I>TSFBPSU.  —A  correspondent  writes :  "  I 
have  a  case  of  Dyspepsia  on  hand  which  baf- 
flea  my  skill  to  cure.  It  is  that  of  a  married 
female.  By  eating  whiU  chaUe  after  every 
meal  she  can  get  along  very  comfortably  ; 
but  if  she  omits  it  for  a  single  day,  she  is  in 
miaery.  She  hat  eatm  ten  poutids  cf  chalk 
tfi  mi  moitiht,^*  Who  can  suggest  any  reme- 
dy without  a  better  knowledge  of  the  easel 


nHS  VERSICOLOR. 
Db.  H.  M.  Wabbbn  reports  a  oaae  of  frontal 
headaohe in  alitle  girl  aged  II  years,  wone  on 
akUaikg  down,  studying,  OMOwing,  but  relieved  by 
landing  up  or  working*  It  was  so  severe,  as  to 
prevent  her  from  attending  school.  She  had 
been  afflicted  with  it  for  three  or  four  yean* 
Iris  ver.  3d  cured  it 


SIICTA  PULMOKABIA. 

'Db.  p.  W.  Bathbkck  enred  a  ease  of  Catanh 
'^with  Stiota,  after  faiiwre  with  the  ordinary  reme- 
dies. He  proposes  trying  it  in  the  form  of  inha* 
iation. 

Db.  B.  M.  Pettitt,  finding  that  an  epdemio 
Inflnensa  prevailing  in  Cayuga  County,  New 
York,  would  not  yield  to  the  xaual  remedies,  re- 
sorted to  Sticta,  and  had  the  most  graUfjring 


TixoTHT  Bakeb,  Esq.,  says,  Hhtki  Mrs.  Baker 
been  very  much  benfitted  by  Sticta,  used  for 
her  cough,  (character  of  congh  not  reported). 

Db.  Jbo.  C.  Fall,  says^  '*!  have  used  the 
Sticta  Pnlmonaria  with  very  happy  efEbct  X  wish 
I  had  time  to  write  the  effects  of  the  remedy  in 
€xtmuo^  but  may  in  future." 


Por  American  Homooopathio.  Observer. 

A  WORD  TO  STUDENTS. 

**The  moments  fly— a  minute 's  gone, 

The  mintiteB  fty  -  an  hoar  is  run ; 
The  day  is  fled— the  night  is  here— 

Thus  flies  a  week— a  month— a  year.'* 

In  this  world  of  ours  at  the  present  time, 
when  every  passing  moment  gives  birth  to 
new  thoughts,  and  opens  up  new  fields  for 
action,  holding  out  inducenients  for  the  wiU 
ling  worker  (though  it  be  in  the  dim  dis- 
tance of  the  future)  something  real— more 
tangibly  good— for  which  coming  genera* 
tions  will  bless  him,  he  must  remember 
that  these  laurels  can  only  be  won— 
earned  by  labor  and  perseverance.  Now-a- 
days,  too,  everything  is  done  with  speed ; 
men  rush  headlong  into  speculation,  mak- 
ing, or  perhaps  losing  a  fortune  in  a  single 
day.  To-day  we  have  a  great  man  before: 
us ;  he  has  accomplished  great  feats  in  the 
field.  To-morrow  some  one  else  occupies  his 
place.  Se  is  the  big  gun  of  the  day ;  the. 
man  of  yesterday  is  no-where  Cusing  com- 
mon language).  So  it  is,  even  in  the  gen^ 
tier  and  more  civilized  walks  of  life.  The 
steamship  plows  the  deep,  carrying  us  over 
a  distance  at  which  we  ourselves  are  sur« 
prised.  Nations,  too,  bound  together  by 
means  of  the  telegraph,  are  enabled  to  talk 
and  think  on  the  same  topic,  at  the  same 
moment.  Should  we  then  be  unmindful  of 
the  passing  moments')  Not  We 'should 
resolve  to  perform  our  work— to  do  it  man- 
fully—and the  reward  will  come  perhaps 
before  we  expect  it. 

When  these  things  take  place  in  such 
rapid  succession;  when  everything  is  ac- 
complished with  a  lightning  speed;  we 
should  resolve  to  allow  no  tiihe  to  run 
waste,  but  to  turn  all— even  the  odd  mo- 
ments, to  account.  Indeed,  what  does  a  life 
of  70  or  80  years  amount  to  ^  When  gone, 
His  past  and  seems  like  naught  but  a  day 
that  is  spent.  We  may  liken  it  even  unto  a 
day,  in  which  we  were  aroused  late  in  the 
morning,  and  were  now  about  to  rest  our 
weary  and  aching  head  eavly  in  the  evening, 
regretting  that  the  spent  day  had  accome> 
pliahed  so  UtUe, 
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We  recall  to  memory  the  days  of  the  past, 
and  are  shocked  to  find  that  the  hours  we 
haye  dawdled  away  are  countless.  But, 
say  you,  why  meddle  with  the  past  7  "We 
have  lost  these  minutes ;  they  are  gone ;  we 
cannot  help  it  now.  Grant  you  this  7  May 
we  not  look  a  little  ahead  to  the  rising 
generation  1  Can  we  not  reason  with,  and 
suggest  for  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
profit  hy  the  experience  which  a  long  life 
has  gained  7  It  is  for  the  Students  and 
young  practitioners  of  the  present  day  that 
I  wish  to  plead.  Let  them  look  to  these 
moments  as  they  pass,  for  they  are  the  fu- 
ture hdpe  of  our  land — of  our  science — 
eyen  Homceopathy.  It  is  for  them  to  take 
up  and  forward  the  science,  of  which  that 
great  man,  Hahnemann,  has  the  honor  to  be 
the  founder.  Indeed,  would  that  the  many 
students  of  Homoeopathy  that  are,  (not  for- 
getting that  we  are  always  students,  eyen 
from  the  day  we  are  born  till  that  in  which 
we  die)  would  look  to  that  great  mind,  and 
resolye  to  do  and  labor  for  itmUia  similibus 
as  he  did  1  What  a  future  for  Homoeopathy ! 
How  the  achieyements  of  such  followers 
would  be  blessed  by  generations  yet  un- 
born !  £yen  through  all  time  would  their 
names  be  handed  down  as  public  benefactors 
in  the  cause  of  niedicine. 

The  spring  of  the  year  is  now  dawning. 
The  delicate  leaflet  is  commencing  to  ope, 
and  ere  long  the  many-colored  flowers  will 
deck  and  beautify  the  waste  places.  Once 
more  sternWinter  has  had  to  succumb  to  the 
warming  influence  of  the  summer  sun.  But 
this  calm  atmosphere  will  not  last  foreyer. 
So  it  is  with  life ;  all  passeth  away.  Summer, 
i  n  her  turn,  will  be  swallowed  up  in  the 
oleaky  atmosphere  of  Winter ;  and  so  time 
flies,  scarce  leaying  a  trace  of  what  once 
was.  It  is  to  the  young  student  wbo  is  in 
the  prime  of  manhood  I  would  speak.  The 
older  practitioner  has  usually  much  to  think 
of;  his  place  is  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick. 
To  the  young  man  of  a  lesser  age,  whose 
senrices  the  world  has  not  yet  learned  to 
appreciate,  I  speak.  Let  me  impress 
upon  him  the  importance  of  employing 
these  moments  of  spare  time.  With  regard 
to   those  odd  moments,  an  author  says: 


"  With  perseyerance  the  yery  odds  and  ends 
of  time  may  be  worked  up  into  results  of 
the  greatest  moment.  An  hour  in  eyery  . 
day  withdrawn  from  friyolous  pursuits, 
would,  if  profitably  employed,  enable  a  per- 
son of  ordinary  capacity  to  go  far  towards 
mastering  a  complete  science.  It  would 
make  an  ignorant  man  a  well-informed  man 
in  ten  years."  Dr.  Mason  Gh>od  translated 
Lucretius  while  riding  in  his  carriage  in  the 
streets  of  London,  going  his  rounds  among 
his  patients.  Br.  Darwin  composed  nearly 
all  his  works  in  the  same  way,  while  driying 
about  in  his  *'  sulky"  from  house  to  house  in 
the  country,  writing  down  his  thoughts  on 
little  scraps  of  paper  which  he  carried 
about  him  for  the  purpose.  Dr.  Burney 
learned  French  and  Italian  while  trayeling 
on  horseback  from  one  music  pupil  to 
another,  in  the  course  of  his  profession. 
Eirkc  White  learned  Greek  while  walking 
to  and  f^om  a  lawyer's  office.  To  the  em- 
ployment of  these  inyaluable  fragments  of 
time  called  "  odd  moments,**  Elihu  Burritt 
attributed  his  first  success  in  improyement| 
and  not  to  genius,  which  he  disclaimed. 

Let  these  moments  then  be  spent  in  the 
acquisition  of  some  useful  branch  of  know- 
ledge. Let  the  student  get  a  habit  of  ob- 
seryation,  for,,  of  all  others,  the  physician 
requires  to  be  a  keen  obseryer.  One  of 
these  many  fields  of  obseryation  we  haye 
now  opening  up  before  us  is  that  of  Botany. 
The  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  this  beautiful 
and  pleasing  science  can  hardly  be  called 
study.  Nothing  more  is  it  but  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  delicate  textures  which 
beautify  the  highways  and  byways.  It  is 
a  branch  of  knowledge  which  not  only  con- 
cerns the  student  in  a  rural  sense,  but  also 
in  a  humane  one,  for  it  has  to  do  with  ''  an 
art  whose  end  is  the  saying  of  human  life." 
Let  the  student  rise  early,  go  into  the 
neighboring  yalley,  or  on  to  adjoining  hills. 
Let  him  procure  the  specimens  where  he 
will ;  study  them  out— their  habits.  If  yoa 
meet  a  strange  plant  or  flower,  collect  it 
carefully,  find  out  what  it  is,  its  properties, 
uses,  &c.,  remembering  always  that  it  is 
knowledge  which  costs  but  little,  and  is  ef 
much  yalue.    Bear  in  mind,  also,  that  "life 

is  short,  and  art  is  long." 
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6r  llgblDlni'i  ID 

Or,M»nM«l»to 

Or  BbaUls  throD 


•S*wlM,Ihen.  '  StodanU.' wbUa  700  nujr, 
Tor  (winiT  anw  li  BylDE ; 
The  thinghlieH  m*D  Ihillaugha  to^daf, 
To-moifow  may  ba  d jlag." 

If,  Hr.  Obsibvib,  wb&t  liltls  I  tend  you 
will  be  the  meaos  of  turninx  eren  one  Kn- 
deat  into  the  Qeld  of  Nalure,  to  recreate  in 
■  the  fleld  of  flowers  >nd  plants,  I  will  con- 
aider  my  purpose  accomplished,  remember- 
ing  always,  "  Tbat  aoy  neglect  to  make 
onrtelTci  Uioronghly  acqaamted  wiLh  onr 
atdenoe  becomes  in  u»  a  crime."    More  ■ 

COMTBIBDTOZ   BbMLAI 

Toronto,  C.  W. 


iHisdkuj. 


DIET. 


It  abonld  always  be  bonte  in  mind  that  It 
takes  two,  generally,  to  effect  a  care — the 
pbysfcian  and  tbe  patient.  Ibe  patient  can 
accelerate  or  retard  the  progress  of  disease, 
in  a  remarkable  deicree,  by  his  own  acts,  and 
hf  various  waya,  the  cblef  of  wbicb  Is  diti- 
iif.  Tbii  is  a  matter  of  great  importance 
with  the  aick. 

Tbe  only  we  of  natrition  which  the  lys- 
tam  la  adapted  tomiAe,  is  to. properly  noiir- 
iih  aod  support  the  Tilat  forces ;  for  this 
pnipoM  simple  nutrition  ia  all  that  is  re- 
qalred.  In  making  a  selection  of  articles 
which  are  to  constitute  onr  diet,  those  alone 
should  be  procared  which  are  capable  of 
maeting  this  want  iu  tbe  fiillest,  and  at  the 
aame  Ume  in  tbe  most  satisfactory  maoDer. 

This  rule  is  equally  adapted  to  the  dietary 
ngnlationp  of  the  sick  and  well,  Thoae  ar- 
ticles in  common  nse  possessing  purely  nn- 
trlUoDS  properties,  are  the  proper  ones  from 
whidi  to  select.  The  different  grains,  com- 
nton  Tegetables,  mature  meats  and  ^ite, 
famish  an  abnndant  supply  for  all  our  real 
want*.  All  articles  possessing  medicinal 
properties,  cannot  fail  to  prore  ii;jurioas, 
when  used  as  food.  Tbe  legitimate  purpose 
of  eaUog  is  to  nourish  and  vitalize  the  sys- 
tem. All  medicinal  impressions  are  simply 
disease,  no  matter  by  what  means,  or  under 
what  names  the  entrance  is  obtaioed.  The 
needs  of  tbe  body,  whatever  condition  it 
may  be  In,  in  sickness  or  health,  together 
wita  its  capacity  or  willingness  to  do  the 
work  of  digestion,  are  the  chief  points  to  be 
eensldered  in  our  estimate  of  a  suitable 
diet.    Thns,  a  person  in  sound  health  may  > 


require  hearty  and  most  nutritions  food,  the 
stomach  being  fully  capable  of  digesting  it, 
and  tbe  system  being  comforted  by  tbe  sup- 
port receired.  In  disease,  tbe  ordinary  har- 
mony  of  dilferent  fuuctions  is  disturbed.  The 
recuperative  powers  become  actively  engag- 
ed in  repairs,  which  most  oecessariiy  estab- 
lish an  exhauiCiug  process,  by  drawing  upon 
the  vitality  and  strength. — Bit. 

HOM(BOPATHY. 


Many  great  truths  have  been  foreshadow- 
ed in  error  aod  strange  hypotheses.  Alche- 
my was  an  unorganized  prophesy  of  chem- 
istry, and  lived  for  a  time  firm  in  the  faith 
of  the  people.  Astrology,  a  giant  fallacy, 
which  numbered  its  credulous  adberents 
among  the  wise,  was  an  unknown  assurance 
of  tbe  forthcoming  Astronomy.  So  Allo- 
pathy is  the  grim  herald  of  well-proportion- 
ed and  scientiflo  Homteopathy,  which  has 
passed  from  its  infancy  and  youth,  and  now 
assumes  the  grand  proportions  of  a  vigorous 
and  sturdy  manhood.  The  scoff's,  and  sneers, 
and  sUn(^Dg  satire  endured  in  its  earlier 
jrears,  which  threatened  to  sap  and  wither 
Its  young  life,  now  fall  harmless  and  un- 
heeded as  tbe  gibbering  nonsense  of  bab- 
bling fools.  During  the  fifty  years  since  iU 
inception  in  tbe  mind  of  tbe  immortal  Hah- 
nemann, it  has  encircled  in  iCji  triumphant 
march  every  portion  of  tbe  habitable  globe, 
and  to-day  numbers  by  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands,  the  good,  tbe  wise,  and  great, 
among  Its  votaries.  Already,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  heavenly  mission,  it  has  strewn 
health,  and  happiness,  and  life,  in  glorious 
profusion,  upon  tbe  song  and  daughters  of 
every  nation  and  every  clime.  Already,  by 
the  wise  adaptation  of  its  magic  powers  to 
the  great  requirements  of  nature,  in  healing 
snd  restoring  disessed  and  infirm  bnmanlty, 
has  it  become  an  agent  and  pioneer  of  civi- 
lisation, of  most  remarkable  proQciency, 
En  view  of  tbe  great  advantages  derived 
from  the  practical  application  of  laws  em- 
bodied in  this  grand  scheme,  we  feel  com- 
pelled by  the  moral  allegiance  we  owe  to 
Ihe  rights  of  humanity,  to  place  within  the 
reach  of  the  invalid,  the  means  that  will 
enable  him  to  lessen  the  burden  aud  shorten 
i^he  period  of  bis  ills.  If  in  this  we  have 
succeeded,  and  shall  thereby  become  the 
means  of  imparting  relief,  and  of  curing 
the  sick,  onr  purpose  will  have  beenaccom- 
plished. — Bit. 

PoisosiHo  PRov  Aebshubbtied  Hrnao- 
iiBir. — A  yomjg  chemist,  attached  to  a 
manufacturing  eitabliabment  in  Paris,  was 
engaged  early  in  the  morning  on  aom«  w- 
peilments  wiUi  amllne  coYon,  a.\u\c.%  -«\^<S( 
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a  considerable  quantity  of  arsennretted 
hydrogen  gas  was  evolved.  An  hour  after 
he  was  taken  with  headache,  which  after 
breakfast  increased  in  intensity,  accom- 
panied with  pain  in  the  gastric  region,  and 
violent  emesis.  The  principal  symptoms 
were,  besides  coldness  and  stiffhess  of  the 
extremities,  pains,  especially  in  the  lumbar 
region;  pulse  regular  (110).  A  pound  of 
blood  taken  in  the  evening  relieved  some 
feverish  symptoms ;  besides,  the  patient  re- 
ceived large  quantities  of  purgatives  and 
diuretics.  Nevertheless,  the  urine  decreased 
in  quantity,  and  on  the  third  day  ceased  to 
appear  altogether,  although  the  diuretics 
were  continued.  The  patient  now  sank  ra- 
pidly, and  died  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth 
day.  Autopsy  was  performed  only  in  part ; 
the  lungs  were  found  injected  with  blood . 
and  the  heart  with. a  coagulum  of  half  fib- 
rinous blood,  which  continued  for  a  short 
distance  from  the  right  ventricle  into  the 
pulmonary  artery.  Neither  the  corpuscles  nor 
the  muscular  fibre  showed  any  perceptible 
change  on  examination  by  the  microscope. 
There  was  no  injection  of  blood  into  the  pe- 
ritoneum ;  the  stomach  contained  some  of 
the  greenish  mucus  which  had  formed  the 
greater  bulk  of  what  had  been  cast  up ;  both 
liver  and  kidneys  were  strongly  injected. — 
GazetU  Medieale,  No.  48. 

Nbw  SuspiursoRY  Bandagb. — This  band- 
age is  called  the  **  Graduated  Compression  " 
bandage,  and  has  been  patented.  It  was  in- 
vented by  Dr.  Miliano  of  this  city,  and  so 
far  as  can  be  judged  of  its  merits  from  an 
examination  of  its  principle,  it  would  appear 
to  be  a  decided  improvement  upon  the  old 
methods  of  managing  and  treating  the  vari- 
ous diseases  connected  with  the  spermatic 
cord,  the  testes,  and  the  envelopes  of  those 
organs.  It  also  seems  well  adapted  to  re- 
lieve the  dragging  and  weary  feeling  of  the 
testicle,  often  experienced  Arom  various 
causes,  when  there  may  be  no  positive  dis- 
ease. It  is  contrived  so  as  to  make  equal 
and  gentle  pressure  upon  the  whole  surface 
of  the  parts  it  encloses,  by  means  of  draw- 
ing strings  arranged  in  an  etastic  sac  of  net- 
work, and  the  pressure  can  be  graduated  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  wearer,  by  either  him- 
self or  the  surgeon.  It  is  large,  light,  and 
strong,  and  manufactured  of  either  linen  or 
silk  thread,  is  always  cool,  and  may  easily 
be  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition.  The  price  is 
moderate,  and  surgeons  will  find  it  a  great 
convenience  in  the  treatment  of  that  kind  of 
cases  for  which  it  is  designed. — Drug  gists* 
Circular, 


the  surveillauoe  of  the  ])olice  for  five  years,  for 
having  divul^^ed  the  nature  of  a  patient's  disease, 
and  thus  injured  his  oharaotor.  He  was  also 
condemned  to  pay  one  thousand  £r&nos  damages 
to  his  patient. 


A  Phtsician  Punished  and  Fined  fob  Bi- 

yuLGiNO  A  Patient's  Disease. — A  Paris  physi- 

cj'an  bag  been  aentenoed  to  imprisonment  for  one 

j^eoTf  jSned  Are  hundred  francs,  and  placed  under 


RESEARCHES  ON  THE  INFLUENCE  OP 
CULINARY  SALT  AND  COFFEE  ON 
THE  METAMORPHOSIS  OF  TISSUE. 

Culinary  salt,  acoording  to  the  reseturehes  of  C. 
VoiT,  is  a  powerfU  stimulator  of  the  metamor- 
phosis of  tissue;  it  faioreases,  by  means  of  ill 
physical  properties,  the  capillary  ciroulatum  of 
fiuids  in  the  organism;  it  increases  the  oxidation 
of  albumen,  and  through  this  the  quantity  of 
urea  exweted.  Culinaiy  salt  is  also  a  true  diuretio. 
In  order  to  excrete  the  salt  from  the  hodyt  water 
is  required;  this  water  passes  always  through 
the  kidneys  (the  only  channel  for  the  excreUon 
of  culinary  salt  in  the  dog),  and  is,  if  the  supply 
of  water  from  without  is  limited,  ahstracted  from 
the  tissues. 

Yoit's  experiments  with  coffee  on  a  dog  led  to 
the  inference  that  coffee  does  not,  as  is  usually 
assumed,  diminish  the  metamorphosis  of  nitroge- 
nous tissue,  and  the  excretion  of  urea,  but^  on  the 
contrary,  rather  increases  these  processes.  On 
the  whole,  the  dog  appeared  to  be  more  lively 
after  the  use  of  the  coffee  The  author  also  made 
experiments  with  Cctffein  on  frogs,  and  found  it 
to  cause  at  first,  increased  irritability  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  a  tendency  to  refiex  movements  aai 
tetanic  convulsions ;  later,  however,  phenomena 
of  paralysis.  The  pupil  becomes  dilated;  the  efr- 
pillary  vessels  are  filled  with  blood ;  the  heart^fl 
contractions  are  at  first  increased;  later,  reduced  in 
fiequency;  they  are  arrested  during  the  tetanic 
paroxysms.  The  author  attributes  the  prinoipa] 
effects  of  coffee  to  its  action  on  the  nervous  systea 
— ^not  to  its  infiuence  on  the  tissue-change.  Tht 
nervous  system  being  rendered  more  susceptible, 
the  same  exciting  cause  produces  a  greater  efieet 
Coffee  thus  refreshes,  Volt  thinks,  the  fatigued 
body,  renders  the  lassitude  less  perceptible,  and 
in  this  manner  enables  us  to  endure  the  pro- 
longed exertion.  The  experiments  on  the  influ- 
ence of  bodily  exercise  (tread  wheel)  on  the 
tissue-change,  in  the  well-known  dog,  lead  to  tlii 
unexpected  result,  that  the  excretion  of  urea  wai 
not  at  all,  or  very  slightly,  increased  by  bodilj 
labor.  Yoit^  infers,  therefore,  that  museulai 
action  does  not  cause  increased  decompositioii  d 
albuminous  substances,  while  it  is  accompanied 
with  a  greater  consumption  of  fat.  As  the  de< 
composition  of  albumen  is  not  the  source  of  thi 
production  of  force,  connected  with  musenlai 
contraction,  Yoit  is  inclined  to  look  for  it  in  tfai 
development  of  electricity. — Brit,  and  For,  Jf mA 
and  Surg,  Journal. 
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'^SimUim     Simiiikna      €urmniur.» 

"I  pTosent  you  with  a  Truth  long  sought  for,  a  principle  of  eternal  nature,  I  appeal  to  existing 
facta  alone  to  convince  you;  and  when  a  oonscientions  and  complete  course  of  study  ana]!  crown  your 
reeearches  with  succeso,  then,  as  I  have  done,  bless  Providence  for  the  immense  beuefactioa  he  has  allowed 
to  descend  upon  the  earth  through  my  humble  agency,  for  1  have  been  but  a  feeble  inctrumen*;  of  the 
Omnipotence,  before  which  we  all  bow  in  humility."  HAHNEMANN. 
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NEW    REMEDIES: 

Their  pathogenetic  effects  and  therapeu- 
icai  application  in  homoeopathic  practice, 
by  Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.  D.  Published  by  E. 
A.  Lodge,  at  Detroit  Homceopathic  Phar- 
macy, 1  vo.  8  vo.,  bound  in  strong  cloth, 
hiclading  clinical  index,  448  pages.  Price 
12.50. 

After  an  nncxpected  delay  we  are  happy 
to  acDOunce  that  this  work  is  ready  for  de- 
Ii?ery.  When  the  prospectus  was  issued  it 
was  proposed  to  print  350  pages  of  the  size 


of  Hahnemaoirs  Materia  Medfca,  instead  of 
this  we  have  issued  about  100  pages  more, 
of  a  larger  size,  and  have  included  a  clinical 
index  which  will  be  found  of  daily  value  to 
every  practising  physician.  We  do  not  feel 
at  all  disposed  to  apologize  for  the  delay  as 
the  work  now  includes  several  provings 
which  could  not  have  been  inserted  if  our 
printers  had  been  enabled  to  get  the  work 
out  at  the  time  first  advertised.  The  addi- 
tional 100  pages  makes  the  book  cost  fifty 
cents  more  than  the  original  subscription 
price,  $2.  Our  subscribers  who  receive  the 
work  by  mail  will  please  remit  also  the 
postage  which  we  prepay  for  them. 

FAMILY    HOM(E©PATHY. 

By  John  Ellis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  etc  ,  etc. 
vol.  12  mo.  Cloth,  404  pages.  Price  $1.75. 
To  physicians,  $15  per  dozen.  Published 
by  E.  A.  Lodge,  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Phar- 
macy. 

While  favoring  the  high  potencies  in  his 
general  practice,  Prof.  Ellis  recommends 
the  lower  attenuations  in  this  book  for  fami- 
lies. It  will  be  found  a  very  reliable  man- 
ual, and  can  be  circulated  by  physicians 
among  their  patrons  with  great  advantage. 
It  is  a  good  companion  to  the  authors 
hygienic  work,  "  Avoidable  causes  of  disease" 

THE  AMERICAN  HOM(EOPATHIST. 

A  monthly  Journal  of  Health  and  rational 
medicine.  Charles  Cropper,  M.  D.,  Editor 
and  Publisher,  Cincinnati.  Vol.  1  No.  1, 
July  18C4,  $1  per  year. 

A  very  well  appearing  octavo  ^1  \^  '^^'k^ 
with  a  neat  cover,  'weW  pxmV.^^,  ^\A  ^-iS^j 
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promise  of  great  usefulness  as  a  homoeopa- 
thic journal  for  the  people.    We  wish  Dr 
Cropper  every  success  in  his  laudable  un- 
dertaking. 

Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  in- 
corporating the  CONNECTICUT  HOMOEO- 
PATHIC MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  the  organ- 
ization  of  said  society,  etc. 

We  are  indebted  to  E.  T.  Foote,  M.  D., 
for  a  copy  of  this  document,  also  for  report 
relating  to  registration  of  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths  (State  Connecticut  Genl.  Ass. 
May  session,  1864.) 

NORTH  AMEB.  JOURNAL  OF  HOMCEO- 

PATHY. 

The  thirteenth  volume  commences  with 
the  August  number  1864.  The  subscrip- 
tion price  raised  by  the  publisher  to  $4 
in  advance.  Our  friends  who  wish  to  re- 
ceive this  standard  journal  along  with  the 
A.  Horn.  Observer  can  depend  on  getting 
both  regularly  from  this  oflace,for  $4.50  per 
annum  in  advance.  Back  numbers  or  back 
vols,  supplied  on  publishers  terms. 

AMERICAN  HOMOEOPATHIC  REVIEW. 
Vol.  5  commenced  with  July  number.  It 
contains  an  interesting  retrospect  by  Carroll 
Dunham,  M.  D.,  ind  several  valuable  artic- 
les by  Drs.  Hoppe,  Lippe,  Clary.  Bering 
and  Allen.  Price  $3  per  annum.  We  will 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  and  the  Ob- 
server at  $3.50.  Back  numbers  or  back 
vols,  supplied  at  regular  price. 

MONTHLY  HOMCEOPATHIO  REVIEW. 

Edited  by  John  Ryan,  M.  D.  63  octavo 
pages  each  month.    768  pages  per  year. 

We  receive  this  Journal  from  England  by 
the  20th  of  each  month,  and  will  furnish, 
notwithstanding  present  gold  premium  (150 
per  cent.)  at  $5  per  year,  or  with  Observer 
at  $5.50.  Sample  numbers  at  50  cents. 
Back  numbers  or  back  volumes  supplied 

MEDICAL  DIAGNOSIS. 

With  special  reference  to  practical  medi- 
cine. A  guide  to  the  knowledge  and  dis- 
crimination of  diseases,  by  J.  M.  DeCosta, 
M.  D.,  Lecturer  in  Clinical  Medicine  to  the 
Philadelphia  Hospital.  With  wood  engrav- 
ings.   1864.    690  octavo  pages.    $5. 

This  is  an  eminently  practical  work.  Dis- 
eased states  are  described  according  to  their 


marked  symptoms,  and  not  by  the  usual 
classification.  The  engravings  are  new  and 
not  reprints  of  old  illustrations. 


imtiuofStt^Mtittt 


MEDICAL   ELECTRICITY. 

Bead  before  the  Michigan  ffcmuBopathic  In 
stitute^  June    9>th,    1864. 

BY   DB.   E.    L.    BOBERTS. 

Electricity,  like  other  means  of  cure,  can 
truthfully  say  "  save  me  from  my  friends." 
Although  it  has  beed  found  very  useful,  it 
is  but  little  understood.  Its  indiscriminate 
use  without  reference  to  any  grand,  funda- 
mental law  governing  its  administration, 
has  led  to  an  unjust  prejudice  against  this 
important  means  of  cure.  Electricity  and 
vitality  are  intimately  related — hence,  this 
greatest  force  of  nature,  viz,  Electricity, 
holding  as  it  does  such  varied  and  powerful 
influence  over  life,  health  and  disease,  in 
connection  with  other  rational  medicine, 
does  assuredly  command  our  more  atten- 
tive study. 

Let  us  consider  for  a  few  moments  some 
of  the  many  thousand  efifects  which  Elec- 
tricity is  capable  of  producing  on  the 
human  organization.  M.  Bondin  mentions 
the  case  of  a  group  of  laborers  struck  by 
lightning,  where  four  were  killed,  and  six 
were  badly  wounded.  One  had  on  a  goat- 
skin coat  and  on  his  body  there  were  found 
the  most  frightful  mutilations,  and  in  three 
hours  after,  his  body  was  as  rigid  as  a  mass 
of  stone.  Again,  he  gives  the  case  of  a 
person  having  been  struck  by  lightning, 
who  manifested  no  appearance  of  life  until 
an  hour  and  a  quarter  afterward,  when  he 
entirely  recovered  his  consciousness  to- 
gether with  undiminished  intellect,  bat 
leaving  his  sight  totally  destroyed.  The 
skin  and  muscular  sensations  were  obtused, 
and  his  movements  were  very  difficult.  The 
various  parts  of  his  body  no  longer  seemed 
to  belong  to  him,  but  his  taste,  hearing,  and 
smell  were  exquisitely  augmented.  His 
rest  was  poor  and  his  days  wore  heavy.  The 
general  prostration  was  great,  and  this  was 
attended  with  headache.  Indeed  there  was 
a  veritable  revolution  of  the '  general  moB- 


AMERICAN   HOM(EOPATHIC   OBSEBYER. 


115 


"Cnlar  forceSj  and  the  body  in  a  degree  was 
•  only  a  dead  mass,  mostly  obeying  the  lawS 
of  gravity.  He  was  burned  and  bruised,  and 
these  woands  did  not  heal';  besides,  he  suf- 
cred  from  a  succession  of  cramps.  At  the 
end  of  a  month,  the  pulse  was  low,  frequent 
-and  irregular. 

We  may  enumerate  as  quite  a  frequent 
occurrance  from  the  effects  of  lightning, 
ameurosis,  deafness,  roaring  in  the  ears, 
paralysis  and  rheumatism.  Thus  we  see, 
•in  some  cases  where  persons  have  been 
struck  by  lightning,  the  muscles  have  been 
found  rigid  as  if  solid,  while  others  were  as 
remarkably  flaccid.  But  as  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  dwell  at  any  considerable  length 
on  the  effects  of  this  powerful  agent,  suffice 
it  to  say,  Elictricity  can  produce  thousands 
of  eflbcts, — it  is  heat,  light,  galvanism,  mag- 
netism and  chemical  action,  or  it  is  eon- 
▼ertible  into  them.  It  has  been  truthfully 
said  to  be  a  "  thousand  remedies  in  o  ne.*' 
But  in  its  administration  we  have  suffered 
-onr  minds  to  be  tied  down  by  empirical 
routine.  We  seem  to  be  content  in  the  em~ 
ployment  of  this  wonderful  agent,  to  follow 
in  tJie  footprints  of  others,  and  can  assign 
no  better  reason  for  our  employment  of 
Electricty  than  that  it  has  been  used  in 
.such  and  such  cases,  and  oft  times  with  suc- 
cess. 

The  liind  of  instrument  required    in  the 
«are  of  any  particular  disease  is  not  con- 
considered  by  many.    But  supposing  that 
all  that  is  necessary  is  to  give  their  patient 
a  shock;    they  proceed  at  once  to  open 
upon  him  with  their  battery,  and  it  matters 
not  which  end  of  the  current  is  applied, 
only  that  the  patient  gets  shocked.     The 
following  is  an  illustration:      During  the 
life  of  Qolding  Bird,   Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  in  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  a  dis- 
cussion and  a  discrepency  arose   in  regard 
to   Electro- Magnetism  in  uterine    hemorr- 
hages, Golding  Bird  asserting  that  it  never 
failed  to  check  and  arrest  the  hemorrhage 
Or.  Simpson,  of  Edioburgh,  on  the  contrary, 
expressed  his  opinion  of  the  inefficiency  of 
the  electric  current  in  such    cases.    This 
4isenpenc7  Golding  Bird  soon  reconciled 
by  slMwIng  that  it  arose  from  the  fact  that 
'ttte  used  an  instrument  producing  entirely 


different    physiological    effects    upon  the 
system  than  the  other  and  successful  one. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  but  one  true  method 
of  studying  the  therapeutic  character  of  a 
drug  or  remedial  agent,  you  must  in  the 
first  place  ascertain  its  pure  physiological 
effect  upon  the  human  system,  and  by  thse 
effects  determine  its  use  in  the  treatment  of 
corresponding  diseases  When  we  take 
into  consideration  the  good  results  that 
accrue  from  the  use  of  Electricity,  by  those 
wholly  unacquainted  with  its  relation  to 
the  system,  either  in  health  or  disease,  what 
grand  results,  in  a  medical  point  of  view, 
may  we  not  expect  from  an  agent  so  potent, 
when  used  in  accordance  with  our  beautiftil 
law   of    cure    aimilia      similtbiu    eurantur. 

Gentlemen,  at  some  future  meeting  of  our 
Institute,  I  may  give  you  some  general 
principles  to  guide  you  in  the  proper 
method  of  using  this  powerful  agent  in  the 
cure  of  all  curable  diseases. 


For  the  Amorlean  HomoDopathic  Observer. 
MEDICAL  ELECTRICITY. 
by  dr.  w.  j.  calvert. 
Thbrapedtical    Apfljcation  (Clisioal 
Experience). — ^As   the  Philosophical    and 
chemical  qualities  have  been  presented  firom 
time  to  time,    and  not   many   cases  from 
clinical  observation,  (which,  I  think,  is  the 
most  useful),  and  with  a  view  to  assist  the 
profession  and  alleviate  suffering  humanity. 
I  will  report  some  cases. 

I  have  had  quite  an  extensive  experience 
in  electric  treatment  for  several  years,  with 
most  of  the  electric  machines,  with  varied 
success.  Dr.  Palmer's  Voltaic  Pocket 
Battery,  in  my  experience,  is  the  most 
suitable,  both  in  medical  and  psactical 
value,  it  is  cheap^  and  compact,  can  always 
be  used  at  a  moments  warning  and  far  su- 
percedes all  of  the  cumbersome  electric  and 
magneto-electric  machines.  The  chemical 
power  is  sufficient  for  any  chemical  opersr 
tion  that  should  be  practiced  on  the  human 
body,  it  will  dissolve  urinary  calcnlii 
neutralize  the  poison  of  phagedenic  ulcers, 
destroy  cancerous  formations,  and  cure  open 
sloughing  ulcers  and  eliminate  syphilitie 
I  virus.  !l  have  cured  cases  where  other  reine« 
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dies  seemed  to  iail.  Cataracts  have  been 
arrested  by  its  application,  and  all  forms  o^ 
Opthalmia,  treated  and  cured  where  medica- 
tion seemed  of  no  avail.  A  few  cases  will 
help  to  illustrate  and  show  its  value. 

Comb  Ist. — Amaurosis,  of  three  years  stand- 
ing, produced  by  excessive  visual  applica- 
tion in  study  and  looking  at  fine  objects, 
but  most  by  dissecting  in  a  damp,  cold  cel- 
lar, with  a  dim  light.  My  own  case.  It  had 
resisted  the  skill  of  three  able  Allopathic 
physicians,^  and  had  been  given  up  as 
hopeless.  Dr.  Palmer  having  just  completed 
his  discovery  assured  me  that  it  would  help 
,  a  he  thought,  cure  my  eyes.  I,  with  very 
little  hope  or  faith,  tried  the  electric  treat- 
ment I  had  been  obliged  to  give  up  all  study 
and  business  for  almost  two  years  before  I 
saw  Dr. Palmer, after  applying  it  several  times 
a  gleam  of  hope,  accompanied  by  returning 
vision,  appeared  in  my  woe-begone  hoiizon  j 
and  to  my  supreme  joy  and  that  of  my 
family  and  fdends,  in  sixty  days  my  sight 
was  as  good  as  ever  it  had  been,  and  still 
continues  in  defiance  of  the  long  hours  of 
study  and  practice  for  the  past  four  years 

The  mode  of  treatment  was  to  apply  the 
positive  pole  to  the  eye,  the  negative  to  the 
first  cervical  vertebra  as  near  the  course  of 
the  anterial  half  of  the  optic  nerves  as  pos- 
sible for  from  one  to  two  minutes  every  other 
day,  and  only  one  eye  at  a  time ;  and  every 
other  day  a  general  tonic  treatment  as  prac- 
ticed by  Dr.  Palmer.    {^See  his  book). 

Case  2d,  —  Cerebral  Appopexy.  —  A 
child  eight  years  old,  youngest  daughter  of 
Dr.  A.  Gray,  of  Dexter,  Mich.,  caused  by  a 
severe  relapse  of  whooping  cough.  She  had 
been  for  eight  or  ten  days  completely  de- 
ranged, uttering  the  most  maniacal  and 
heart-rending  cries  ever  heard  for  several 
days,  this  was  followed  by  complete  hemi- 
plegia, loss  of  memory  and  speech,  she  had 
to  re-leam  all  that  she  had  previously  known 
parents,  sisters,  friends  and  letters.  After  six 
days  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  with 
foaming  at  the  mouth,  rolling  of  the  eyes, 
a  choking  sensation,  stoppage  of  the 
circulation,  and  for  six  hours  was  pro- 
nounced beyond  recovery  by  several  physi- 
cians and  friends.  From  a  large  collection  of 
mucus^  and  vascular  engorgement  of  the^ 


paralyzed  lung,  she  was  completely  asphy- 
xiated and  was  kept  alive  by  electric  treat- 
ment and  artificial  respiration.  She  com- 
pletely recovered  in  three  months.  Mode  of 
treatment.  Polarize  the  nerves,  distri- 
buted to  the  muscles  that  are  paralyzed^ 
Positive  on  spine  and  negative  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  nerves  and  to  the  feet,  tea 
to  twenty  minutes  at  a  time,  three  times 
per  diem. 

Hemicbania  and  Facial  Neuraloia. — 
Case  Sd. — Mrs.  C,  aged  thirty ;  subject  to- 
periodical  attacks  of  this  dreaded  disease,, 
had  been  sufiering  for  twelve  days.  She  had 
been  steamed,  purged  and  mercurialized, 
etc.,  but  grew  worse  till    the  paroxysms 
produced    spasms,    which   came  on  about 
every  thirty  minutes,  and  continued  for  fif- 
teen   or     twenty    minutes     between    the 
paroxysms,  she   was  completely  exhaust- 
ed.    I   was    called    at  1  o'clock     a.    h... 
arrived    about  3  a.  m.,  found  her  as  de- 
scribed,  in    a   paroxysm;  eyes  protruded 
with  terrible  look ;  she  would  leap  out  of 
bed.  and  run  around  the  room.    Gave  her  one 
application  and  relieved  the  pain,  which  did 
not  return  for  four  hours,'  then  treated  her 
before  leaving  and  completely  removed  the 
pain,  and  with  the  indicated  homoeopathic 
remedies,  she  recovered.    Six  months  has 
elapsed  and  no  return  of  the  disease.    On 
my  return  call,  I  was  met  by  such  an  over- 
fiow  of  thanks  accompanied  by  the  green- 
backs, as  full  rewarded  me  for  leaving  my 
comfortable  quarters,  wife  and  baby,  to  face 
a  driving  storm  of  sleet  and  rain,  which  ii 
the    lot    of   a    Michigan    physician.      But- 
I    had    achieved  a  victory    over  the    old 
stupid  conservatives  and  converted  a  family 
to    the    pure   practice    of    Homoeopathy. 
I  consider  galvaniapi    homoeopathic ''in  its 
action  j   it  will  produce  that  which  it  will 
cure.    At  some  future  time  I  will  report  a 
case    of    severe    narcotic    poisoning  with 
Digitalis,  saved  when  other  means  failed  ^ 
and  could  report  hundreds  of  cases  such  aa^ 
inflammatory  rheumatism,  catarrh,  pulmon- 
ary   affections    periodical    sick-headaches, 
paralysis  of  eyelids,   and  others  forms   of" 
paralysis,     strangury,     amenorrhoea     dys- 
menorrhoea,  etc. 
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MEDICAL   ELECTRICITY. 

BY    J.   B.  HUNT,   M.    D. 

I  have  had  some  experience  in  the  use  of 
this  great  therapeutic  agent,  having  applied 
it  exclusively  in  the  treatment  of  different 
forms  of  disease  for  nearly  two  years, 
previous  to  my  adoption  of  the  Homoepathic 
system  of  Medicine,  and  since  then  as  an 
adjunct  in  very  many  cases.  Indeed,  I 
should  hardly  know  how  to  get  along  with- 
out it,  and  I  hail  with  satisfaction  any  move 
upon  the  part  of  members  of  our  profession 
to  investigate  this  mysterious  subject.  I 
believe  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Channing, 
that  Electricity  is  entering  year  by  year 
extensively  into  medical  practice  and  is  to 
become  one  of  the  most  universal  and  im- 
portant of  therapeutic  agents.  What  we 
most  need  is  a  plain,  practical  work  on  the 
application  of  Electricity  in  each  particular 
form  of  disease  for  which  it  is  indicated. 
We  read  Qolding  Bird,  Channing,  Garratt, 
•and  other  authors  on  this  subject,  and  yet 
we  are  as  ignorant  in  regard  to  any  general 
Jmp  to  guide  us  in  its  application  to  par- 
ticular cases  as  when  we  began.  They  tell 
us  that  in  the  use  of  the  different  poles  of 
the  "  Battery "  a  difiFerent  physiological 
effect  is  produced.  This  is  true,  and  fact 
makes  it  the  more  important  that  we  under- 
stand not  only  the  nature  of  this  difference, 
l>Dt  how  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  benefits  of 
the  one,  and  avoid  the  injuries  of  the  other; 
for  if  the  physiological  effect  of  the  positive 
is  essentially  different  from  that  of  the 
tive,  then  the  paihdlogicaX  condition  w 
would  indicate  the  use  of  the  one  w^uld 
emtra-indicate  the  use  of  the  other.  Some 
direeiians  as  to  what  kind  of  ^Electricity  to 
uie,  when,  where  and  Jiow  to  apply  it  is 
what  is  wanting.  I  could  give  you  many 
very  striking  and  interesting  "  clinical 
cases,**  treated  and  cured  by  Electricity, 
but  will  only  add,  that  if  you  desire  the  suc- 
cess of  this  branch  of  our  healing  art,  do 
not  encourage  the  use  of  the  Magneto 
machines.  I  will  give  you  the  reasons  if 
yon  desire  it.  For  general  use,  the  induced 
camnt  firom  some  ELBCTBO-Jfoi^n^u;  mach- 
inea  ii  undoubtedly  the  best.  I  prefer 
Dr.  Page's  "  Electropathic  instrument,"  or 
*'  Hmffg  Compound  Constant  Battery." 


UTERINE  HEMORRQAaE. 

BY  S.  W.    ORBBN,  M.  D. 

There  is  an  occasional  case  of  uterine 
hemorrhage,  after  premature  labor  or  abor- 
tion, where  the  hazard  of  life  is  so  great 
that  means  to  arrest  it  speedily  is  necessary 
to  the  safety  of  the  patient.  The  tampon  is 
of  course  used  with  excellent  success,  in 
preventing  the  flow  until  remedial  agents 
can  be  brought  to  bear.  Yet  this  course 
will  not  meet  the  exigences  where  immediate 
effects  are  required.  There  often  exists  a 
lax  and  atonic  condition  of  the  pelvic  and 
uterine  circulation,  it  requires  some  means  to 
effect  an  almost  instantaneous  contraction  of 
the  blood  vessels  of  the  parts  with  a  continu- 
ous effect,  until  a  tonic  condition  can  be  had 
by  proper  remedies.  This  effect  can  be  had 
by  the  application  of  cold  water  over  the  re- 
gion of  the  uterus,bycompress  or  pouring.  If 
the  case  is  not  extremely  urgent,  a  dripping 
compress  changed  often,  will  answer  all  pur- 
poses, But  if  your  patient  is  rapidly  sink- 
ing, moderate  pouring  upon  a  thin  covering 
at  proper  intervals  will  arrest  the  flow,  when 
at  the  same  time,  remedies  especially  indi- 
cated must  be  administered. 

[The  most  efficient  remedies  are  Senecio, 
Trillium,  Erigeron,  Hamamelis  and  Crocus. 
—Ed.] 


STICTA  m  CATARRH. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Boyce  writes,  July  16th,  1864: 
— «  Dr.  Lodge,  —  Dear  Sir : — ^In  the  July 
number  of  your  *  Observer,'  I  notice  a  refer- 
ence to  Sticta,  in  Catarrh.  This  remedy  has 
been  of  the  greatest  value  in  this  vicinity,  in 
that  troublesome  disease.  During  the  past 
spring,  there  was  an  epidemic  influenza 
which  affected  nearly  every  one,  and  which 
produced  symptoms  quite  unusual  here. 
These  consisted  of  an  extensive  dryness  of 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  which  became 
painful.  The  secretions  were  so  quickly 
dried,  that  they  were  discharged  after  great 
effort,  in  form  as  hard  as  scabs  ;  the  soft 
palate  felt  like  dried  leather  ;  deglutition  be- 
came painful  from  the  same  cause.  Often, 
the  catarrh  extended  to  the  chest,  leaving 
an  irritation  lasting  for  weeks.  There  wag, 
usually,  a  distinct  exacerl^ation  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  day,  and  forepart  of  the  night ; 
the  morning  hours  were  nearly  tree  mm 
distress.  Stiaa  was  ih0  only  remedy  (M  re* 
lievedy 
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ULCER  ON    CORNEA  Ac,    CURED    BY 
y.  SULPHUR  30th. 

X^/  BY   G.   n.  PARKHURST,  M.  D. 

Oct,  10. — Girl  aged  12  years ;  ulcer  on 
corneal  with  conjunctiyitis,  photophobia  and 
Utcbrymation.  The  other  eye  sympathises 
somewhat ;  is  "  weak.'*  Has  been  affected 
six  or  eight  months  and  treated  by  all  the 
best  allopathic  physicians  in  the  village  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  (some  four  or  five)  with  no 
benefit. 

Gave  Sulphur  30th,  one  dose,  Saccharum 
mlb.  night  and  morning.  (Sach.  Lactis  too 
costly)  for  three  days ;  then  Sulphur  30th 
again ;  then  again  Sach.  album  as  before* 
Also  local  application,  twice  daily,  to  both 
eyes  of   Calendula  1  part,  Aqua  9  parts. 

Oct.  17th— .Much  better.  Continued  treat- 
ment. 

Oct.  24th. — Still  improving.      Continued. 

Oct.  81st. — Nearly  well.    Continued. 

Saw  her  months  after.  Sight  froni  both 
eyes  good.  Small  cicatrix  from  the  ulcer  on 
cornea.    Sight  a  very  little  dim. 


urgtrj. 


BAUNSCHEiDTISMUS. 
Dr.  Hall  reports: — The  article  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  Observer,  on  Baun- 
Bcheidtism,  should  interest  the  profession 
generally.  My  partner.  Dr.  Hoffmann,  re- 
ceived some  months  since,  from  Baunschiedt 
his  instruments  and  oil,  and  has  applied 
them  with  remarkable  success  in  many  of 
the  most  painful,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
most  desperate  cases  of  sickness  we  ever 
met  with.  Some  of  these  could  not  have 
recovered  from  any  other  known  remedies 
or  treatment.  Its  rallying  powers  where 
the  vitality  of  the  system  is  almost  extinct, 
as  we  have  witnessed  in  typhoid  preumonia, 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  diphtheria,neuralgia, 
have  been  astonishing.  Its  effects  are  really 
magical  in  restoHog  immediate  warmth  and 
circulation  to  the  surface  is  decidedly 
cadaverous  conditions. 

CONSULTATIONS. 
We  continue  to  reoeive  applioations  for  advice, 
by  letter,   in  particular  oases.     We  cheerfally 
attend  to  all  these  where  the  customary  fee  ($5) 
if  anolosed. 


ACUTE    SYNOVITIS,  CWhite  Swellihg;>- 

BY  B.  H.  DRAKE,    M.  D. 

Read  hfifore  the  Michigan  Homasopathic  Insti- 
tute, at  the  Annual  meeting,  June  8/A,  1864. 
The  subject,  a  child  some  7  months  old, 
has  had  some  enlargement  of  a  lymphatic 
gland  in  the  neck  for  some  weeks,  for  which 
Mercuius     6th     and     Calcarea    Carb.    6th 
were    given,  night   and    morning.     "  Has 
always  had  a  slight  cough,"  but  otherwise 
well.    Seems  fat  and  healthy.   In  about  two 
weeks  after   the  above    prescription,  was 
called    to    see   the    child, — found  it  more 
feverish  with  slight  increase  of  cough.    Pre- 
scribed Aconite  3rd  and  Byronia  Srd.    This  - 
was  on  the  12th  day  of  April.    On  the  14th- 
rather  more  fever,  cough  not  increased; 
but  cries  on  being  moved,  particularly  on 
raising  the  hips ;  the  child  not  being  able 
to  indicate  the  seat  of  pain,  am  not  able  to- 
say  definitly  what  is  the  trouble.    Does  not 
seem  to  be  sufficient  disease  of  the  viscera- 
of   the  thorax,  to  account  for   the    pain 
produced  by  motion. 

April  15th.  Symptoms  rather  aggravated^ 
except  the  cough,  which  seems  better,, 
"slept  quite  well."  On  examining  the  in- 
ferior extremities,  the  right  knee  was  found 
to  be  somewhat  swollen,  and  sufficiently 
sensitive  to  pressure,  to  clearly  indicate 
that  it  was  the  seat  of  the  disease.  The 
pase  was  at  once  diagnosed  as  Acute  Syno- 
vitis, and  most  probably  of  a  scrofulons^ 
character.  No  injury  had  been  sustained 
and  no  other  cause  could  be  assigned.  On 
looking  for  the  enlarged  cervical  gland,  it 
was  found  to  have  disappeared,  and  the 
question  was  anxiously  asked  "if  the  disease 
had  gone  to  the  knee  ?"  This  could  not  be 
easily  answered,  positively.  Yet  a  fear  was 
expressed  that  such  might  be  the  case. 
Having  seen  a  number  of  these  cases/  and 
knowing  their  tedious,  if  not  dangerous 
nature,  much  apprehension  was  felt  for  the* 
future  integrity  of  the  joint,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  life  of  the  little  sufferer.  Prescribed 
Aconite  3rd  and  Silicia  3rd.  Apply  cold 
compresses  of  a  very  weak  decoction  of 
Arnica  flowers. 
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April  17 ih  and  18th.  More  fever,  rest- 
less, and  great  pain  in  moving.  Knee  semi- 
flexed, and  evidently  swelling,  being  sensi- 
tive to  pressure.  Swelling  mostly  on  the 
inside  of  the  knee.  Qave  Bryonia  1st  in 
alteration  with  Silicia.  Use  a  cold  com- 
press of  a  decoction  of  Calendula. 

April  26th.  Knee  much  more  swollen 
upon  the  inside  and  evident  fluctuation  on 
the  inner  edge  of  the  patella,  at  which  point 
an  opening  was  made  which  gave  exit  to 
about  two  ounces  of  pus  of  a  yellowish 
color,  interspei  sed  with  flocculi  of  a  curdy 
appearance.  Continue  Bryonia  and  Silicia 
with  the  cold  compresses.  There  has  been 
constantly  much  heat  of  the  joint.  * 

April  28th.  Patient  has  been  much 
easier ;  swelling  much  less.  During  the  24 
hours  after  the  operation  pus  had  continued 
to  discharge,  but  had  now  ceased.  From 
this  time  up  to  May  2d,  the  patient  seemed 
to  be  doing  well,  but  for  the  last  24  hours 
there  was  more  fever,  soreness  and  heat, 
with  slight  increase  of  swelling.  The  open- 
ing had  closed.  A  probe  was  gently  pressed 
within  the  synovial  membrane,  severing  the 
recent  adhesions,  when  a  small  quantity  of 
aero* purulent  matter  discharged.  From  this 
time  on  to  May  12th,  the  wound  was  kept 
open  by  daily  probing  to  afford  a  free  exit 
to  any  secretion  that  might  take  place, 
when  all  tenderness  having  subsided,  to- 
gether with  much  of  the  enlargement,  the 
opening  was  allowed  to  close.  After  the 
eeeond  opening  the  patient  took  Iodide  of 
Ammonium,  1st  trituration  5  grs.,  in  half  a 
glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  t\^o 
hours  during  the  day. 

At  this  time.  May  17th,  the  knee  is  doing 
well,  the  patient  uses  it  freely;  can  be 
handled  and  the  leg  straightened  without 
causing  pain,  though  it  is  somewhat  larger 
than  the  other.  In  fact  it  seems  quite  well 
except  the  slight  enlargement.  Continue 
the  Ammonium  less  frequently.  I  attribute 
the  rapid  recovery  in  this  case  to  the  early 
opening,  for  had  the  purulent  secretion 
heen  allowed  to  remain  it  would  have  con- 
tinued to  increase,  producing  some  constitu- 
tational  irritation,  by  the  distention  of  the 
synoTial  membrane,  which  oftentimes  be- 
comes ipery  great ;  for  the  fibro-serons  mem- 


branes resist  most  obstinately  the  ulcerative 
process. 

A  case  came  under  my  observation 
in  this  city,  last  fall,  in  which  the 
patient  had  an  attack  of  acute  inflammation 
of  the  synovial  membrane  of  the  knee  joint, 
some  three  months  previously,  pus  had  un- 
doubtedly been  formed  at  an  early  period, 
and  had  gone  on  accumulating  until  the 
membrane  had  become  enormously  dis- 
tended, and  the  patient  died  from  the  irri- 
titive-fever  thereby  induced.  This  case 
had  been  treated  by  a  physician  who  prides 
himself  on  not  being  a  Surgeon.  He  un- 
doubtedly expected  to  produce  absorption 
by  internal  remedies  and  poultices  ex- 
ternally. But  I  should  quite  as  soon  ex- 
pect to  storm  and  take  Richmond  with  a 
pop-gun,  as  to  produce  the  removal  of  a 
secretion  of  pus  in  a  joint  by  the  internal 
administration  of  either  little  or  big  pills. 
The  only  remedy  is  the  knife,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  used  after  fluctuation  is  detect- 
ed, or  we  can  satisfy  ourselves  that  pus 
exists,  the  better.  In  using  the  knife  in 
these  cases,  as  in  all  others,  caution  united 
with  firmness  is  necessary.  We  must  cut 
carefully,  but  deep  enough  to  reach  the 
matter.  The  hand  must  be  gentle  and  sen- 
sitive, yet  not  fearful.  But  some  consUtn- 
tional  disturbance  is  not  the  only  thing  to 
be  feared  from  allowing  the  joint  to  become 
disturbed  by  its  accumulating  purulent 
secretion,  but  the  membrane  itself  becomes 
thickened,  pulpy,  and  highly  vascular, 
granulation  forms  on  its  surface,  and  pro- 
ject like  fringes  into  the  cavity  of  the  joint, 
the  cartilages  become  rapidly  involved, 
ulcerate,  and  are  finally  absorbed.  And  if 
the  constitution  does  not  give  way  and 
death  close  the  scene,  Anchylosis  is  the  sure 
result.  While  I  would  advise  the  early  and 
free  opening  of  the  joint  in  cases  where  pus 
exists,  I  would  equally  deprecate  it  when 
the  cause  of  the  distention  is  serum.  This 
is  amenable  to  absorption.  But  if  we  have 
any  doubt  about  the  character  of  the  con- 
tained fiuid,  we  may  easily  satisfy  ourselves 
by  puncturing  the  joint  with  the  grooved 
needle  and  observing  the  quality  of  the 
fiuid  that  exudes.  If  it  bo  serous  and  the 
Joint  much  distended,  we  may  make  two  or 
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three  punctures  with  the  needle,  and  by 
means  of  a  cupping-glass  safely  relieve  the 
jointj  and  having  relieved  the  distended 
membrane  we  shall  be  much  more  likely  to 
effect  the  absprption  of  the  remainder  of  the 
fluid. 

According  to  Druitt,  "  If  after  acute  or 
chronic  inflammatioUj  a  joint  becomes  very 
much  distended,  and  there  is  constant  pain, 
unmitigated  by  remedies,  and  considerable 
constitutional  excitement,  suppuration  of 
the  synovial  membrane  may  be  fairly  sus- 
pected." But  we  had  better  be  certain 
that  pus  exists  before  making  an  incision. 
Our  prognosis  in  acute  synovitis  must  be 
grounded  by  the  length  of  time  the  disease 
has  existed;  the  degree  of  constitutional 
disturbance,  and  the  degree  of  distention. 
In  recent  cases,  and  in  constitutions  not  too 
strongly  scrofulous,  it  may  be  favorable, 
but  if  there  bo  a  scrofulous  taint,  and  the 
disease  has  been  going  on  till  the  joint  has 
considerably  distended,  it  should  be 
guarded. 
Case  2d.    Acute  synovitis  from  wound  of 

the  joint.    Richard  B ,  while  using  a 

drawing-knife,  wounded  the  knee  joint  over 
the  head  of  the  Tibia,  the  knife  penetrating 
the  head  of  the  bone.  As  the  wound 
seemed  slight,  no  attention  was  paid  to  it 
further  than  to  apply  a  bandage,  and  the 
next  day  he  started  on  a  hunt,  was  absent 
two  days,  during  which  time  he  got  wet  and 
thought  he  had  taken  a  severe  cold,  which 
"had  settled  in  the  knee."  The  patient 
was  found  with  a  high  grade  of  fever,  pulse 
full  and  strong,  112 ;  knee  much  swollen  ; 
very  sensitive  and  exceedingly  painful. 
The  inflammation  had  been  going  on  three 
days,  during  which  time  the  patient  had 
taken  a  physic  of  Epsom  Salts,  and  applied 
some  herb  poultices,  but  without  any  relief 
to  his  sufferings. 

B.  Aconite  tincture  5  drops  in  half  a  glass 
of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  hour  ;  apply 
externally  cloths  wrung  out  of  a  decoction 
6{  Arnica  flowers,  after  it  has  become  cold, 
renew  frequently.  This  treatment  was  con- 
tinued for  one  week,  with  a  rapid  sub- 
sidence of  the  disease  fh>m  the  flrst.  The 
patient  stated  that  he  commenced  getting 
better  after  taking  the  first  dose.    At  the 


expiration  of  the  week,  all  signs  of  disease 
had  disappeared,  the  patient  could  bear 
some  weight  on  that  leg,  and  could  flex 
and  extend  it  without  pain.  From  this 
time  on  the  recovery  of  the  use  of  the  leg 
was  rapid,  so  that  at  the  end  of  three  weeks 
the  joint  was  strong  as  ever. 

Case  3d.    Acute  Inflammation  of  the  con- 
joined tendon  of  the  vastus  externus  and 
internus  from  a  wound  made  with  a  hand 
axe,  the    corner    penetrating   the  tendon 
about  two  inches  above  the  patella.    In  this 
case,  the  wound  being  slight,  not  more  than 
one  and  a  half  inches  externally,  and  bleed- 
ing but  little,  scarcely  any  attention  was 
paid  to  it,  the  young  man  keeping  about  on 
his  feet  for  nearly  two  days,  when,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  severe  pain,  he  ''  concluded 
to  lay  still  a  day  or  two."     But  during  the 
night  of  the  second  day  the  pain  became 
very  severe,  extending  up  the  thigh  to  the 
body.    Early  the  next  morning  I  was  sent 
for;     found    the     patient    suffering    very 
severely;  not  much  swelling  of  the  part, 
but  acutely  sensitive  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
wound,  pulse  120  and  tease,  much  thirst 
and  complete  inability  of  motion.      Pre- 
scribed Aconite  1st,  10  drops  in  half  a  glass 
of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  hour,  kept  the 
leg,  over  the  part  of  iiyury,   wet  with  a 
dilute  tincture  of  Arnica.     After  two  days, 
there  being  but  little  abatement  of  symp- 
toms, the    Acoui^te  was  discontinued,  and 
Rhus  tox.  2nd.  in  alternation  with  tincture 
Galendala,  6  drops  in  half  a  glass  of  water, 
apply  externally  cloths  wet  in  a  decoction 
of  Calendula  flowers,  of  such  temperature 
as  is  most  agreeable  to  the  patient ;  under 
the  use  of  those  remedies  the  inflammation 
rapidly  abated,  but  little  suppuration  en- 
sued, and  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  the 
patient  was  able  to  walk  with  a  cane.    The 
recovery  was  complete.    In  this  case  the 
Calendula  produced  a  much  better  effect 
than  the  Arnica,  and  to  its  action  I  attribut- 
ed   the    subsidence    of  the    inflammatory 
action  without  extensive  suppuration,  for 
it  is  well  known  that  Calendula,  when  ap* 
plied  to  lacerated  or  incised  wounds,  pre- 
vents that  profuse  suppuration  which  is  so 
much  to  be  feared,  especially  in  lacerated 
wounds.     If  properly  used  in  our  armj 
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practice,  those  cases  of  profuse  suppuration, 
so  numerous,  and  often  fatal,  would  be 
wholly  prevented.  It  would  also  prevent 
the  patients  from  being  obliged  to  be  kept 
half  drunk  on  whiskey,  under  the  absurd 
idea  of  keeping  up  their  strength.  But  in 
respect  to  the  conceited  ignorance  of  the 
old  school  or  "  regular  Surgeons,"  the  words 
of  the  poet  force  themselves  strongly  upon 

the  mind. 

*'  Of  all  the  cajises  that  conspire  to  blind 
lCan*8  erring  jadgmeiit  and  misgaide  ihe  mind, 
What  the  weak  head  witn  strougest  bias  rules 
Is  pride." 

Pride  of  opinion,  and  a  false  pride  of  pro- 
fessioaal  dignity,  prevents  the  use  in  the 
great  army  of  this  free  and  liberal  govern- 
ment, of  the  best  remedy  in  the  whole 
Materia  Medica  in  gun-shot  and  lacerated 
wounds,  and  also  in  amputations,  and  thus 
causes  much  suffering  and  many  deaths 
that  might  be  prevented. 

These  cases  have  been  given,  not  so  much 
to  illustrate  the  Homoeopathic  practice,  but 
because  the  treatment  was  so  much  more 
successful  than  that  advised  by  Allo- 
pathists,  and  followed  by  the  writer  in  simi- 
lar cases  when  practicing  .^that  system  (if 
system  it  can  be  called).  In  Indiana  I 
there  bad  occasion  to  treat  several  cases  of 
Traumatic  Synovitis  of  the  knee  joint  which 
were  severe  and  protracted  two  and  three 
months  before  the  use  of  the  joint  was 
restored,  notwithstanding  the  best  means 
were  made  use  of,  that  were  known  to  the 
Fraternity.  In  fact  the  cases  were  con- 
sidered to  have  done  well,  aud  the  patient 
fortunate  in  escaping  amputation  or  An- 
chylosis. 


OSTEO-SARCOMA. 
JUport  by  Smith  Bogers,  M.  D.,  made  to  the 
Michigan  HomoBopathie  Institute^  June  Sihj 
1864. 

Some  four  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a 
Mrs.  H.,  of  Penfield,  Mich.  I  found  her 
suffering  and  very  much  reduced  and  ema- 
nated. Three  years  previously,  while  milk- 
ing a  cow,  she  received  a  kick  on  the  left 
arm.  Just  above  the  wrist  joint.  In  a  short 
time  afber  the  arm  commenced  to  pain  her, 
and  tbB  bone  to  enlarge,  its  structure  became 
jdtertd,  from  a  deposit  of  flesh-like  matter, 


mingling  with  its  substance.  The  changes 
thus  produced  resulted  from  the  inflamma- 
tion excited  by  the  injury.  The  word  osteo  - 
sarcoma  has  also  been  applied  to  tumors 
in  any  part  that  seem  to  be  of  a  blended 
Osseous  and  fleshy  consistency. 

In  this  case  the  bone  enlarged  as 
the  disease  progressed,  and  the  internal 
structure  changed  from  the  proper  cancelli, 
or  reticulated  tissue,  to  a  brownish,  fleshy 
mass,  producing  true  "  Osteo-sarcoma." 

The  bone  enlarged  to  the  enormous 
size  of  seventeen  inches,  only  four  inches 
above  the  wrist  joint.  As  this  morbid  for- 
mation increased  the  parts,  of  bone  extended 
and  became  very  thin  ;  in  some  places  giv- 
ing way  entirely,  fungus  then  fllled  up 
the  crevice  ;  the  symptoms  at  the  beginnin]^ 
were  acute  pain  in  the  part  ii^ured;  the 
swelling  becoming  hard  and  elastic  and  the 
pain  more  dull.  At  a  still  later  period, 
acute  lancinating  pain  returned,  severe 
constitutional  symptoms  set  in,  the  tumor 
became  fluctuating,  and  in  consequence  of 
loose  pieces  of  bone  floating  in  it  crepitus 
could  be  felt  on  handling;  eventually  the 
integument  burst  and  a  large  fungus  growth 
sprouted  out  with  a  bloody  discharge. 

If  I  had  been  called  to  the  patient  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  disease  of  acute  inflam- 
mation, before  pus  had  formed,  I  think,  by 
putting  the  patient  on  proper  remedies,  as 
they  were  indicated,  before  the  bones  became 
necrosed,  I  could  have  saved  the  limb. 

When  a  bono  becomes  necrosed  the  sur- 
rounding parts  throw  out  lymph;  this  is 
changed  to  cartilage,  and  the  cartilage  to  pro- 
visional bone,  by  deposition  in  it  of  osseous 
matter,  as  in  mortification  of  soft  parts,  a 
line  of  demarcation  is  found  separating  the 
dead  from  the  living  tissue.  The  living 
bone  throws  out  granulations,  while  the  ne- 
crosed bone  or  sequestrum  is  gradually  dis- 
solved and  absorbed,  or  discharged  in  the 
form  of  pus  through  tho  opening  which 
nature  generally  provides. 

Pus,  from  diseased  bone  may  be  eas- 
ily distinguished  by  any  one  who  has  had 
any  sensible  experience  of  it ;  its  very  offen- 
sive odor  is  quite  characteristic^  Touch  is, 
however,  a  better  test  of  diseased  bone  than 
smell ;  apply  the  flnger  or  probe  wherever 
possible.    If  the  surfafe  of  the  bone  be  fUt 
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rongb  or  luieTeD,  with  looM  pieces,  or  looks 

either  much  whiter  or  darker  than  natu- 
ral the  case  is  clear  ;  if  the  suspected  part 
of  the  bone  can  not  be  reached,  hy  subject- 
iog  the  pus  to  a  chemical  examination  for 
pboiphate  or  lime,  it  wiii  be  easily  deter- 
mined wbelher  the  pus  is  from  diseased  bone 
or  not.  In  healthy  pus  there  is  scarcely  B, 
trace  of  this  phosphate,  bat  in  that  frota 
bone  an  appreciable  quantity  will  be   found 

In  treatment  assist  nature  and  avoid 
all  ODoecessary  interference.  Here,  as 
cTerywere,  remoTe  caases  and  obstruc- 
tions and  let  nature  proceed  with  her 
recuperative  work  when  she  la  doing 
well,  and  let  well  enough  alone.  The  pa- 
UeDt  should  be  kept  quiet,  the  limb  in  a 
horiioQtai  position,  and  the  diet  regulated 
according  as  the  constitutional  powers  are 
TigoroQB  or  enfeebled.  If  the  inflammation 
ia  of  an  erysipelatooa  character,  Bflladonna 
win  be  beneficial.  Mangan.  aeet.  Is  faluable 
In  periostitis  and  inflammation  of  the  joints; 
also  Phoa.  acid  for  periostitis,  if  the  disease 
ii  located  on  the  shia;  or  superflcial  bones ; 
Uezerenm,  StilUngia  sylratica,  and  Nitric 
acid  for  caries  of  the  nasal  as  well  as  the  skull 
bones.  Phosphorus  for  persons  with  ImpoT- 
erished  vitality.  It  exerts  a  particular  in- 
fluence over  Qbrin.  Bilida  il  perhaps  more 
useful  in  diseases  of  the  hones  than  any 
other  remedy ;  it  seems  to  eiert  a  specific 
influence  both  over  the  separation  of  the 
Beqnestrvn  from  the  living  bona  and  the 
state  that  follows  when  it  is  loose,  and  tliere 
ia  a  copioui  discharge  of  pas  aad  ichor 
from  the  flatuloua  opening.  It  controls  the 
Derroiu  czcilemeut  which  prevents  sleep 
If  called  too  late  for  this  or  for  arrest- 
iog  the  ioflammatlon,  pus  having  formed, 
the  limb  continuing  to  swell,  if  there  is  not 
an  opeoing  apply  an  issue  with  caustic  pot- 
ash over  the  moat  prominent  part  of  the  tu- 
mor so  as  to  cause  an  opening  in  the  center 
of  the  diseased  mass  as  soon  as  possible. 
Having  thus  made  an  esit  for  the  pus  wash 
oat  the  cavity  A'eely  with  strong  soap  cuds 
and  treat  the  same  as  for  a  cancer  with  sim- 
ilar symptoms. 

AmpQlation  ahoold  not  be  delayed  too 
lonK  if  the  disease  does  not  yield  and 
the  patient  It  tinking.    Operate  If  pouible. 


having  a  healthy  Joint,  between  the  diseased 
portion  and  the  point  of  amputetJOD.  Hy 
ins  for  doing  this  is,  that  not  unfre- 
qoently  where  the  amputation  is  perforaed 
le  same  bone  the  disease  re-appears. — 
Hastings,  in  bis  practice  of  surgery,  after 
quoting  Qibson's  language  adds,  respecting 
amputation,  "  but  unfortunately^  this  doea 

it  always  prove  successful,  for  the  disease 

IS  re-appeared  on  the  stump  afler  the 
operation." 

I  might  continue  these  qnotaUons  from 
old  school  authority, to  a  great  extent,  but 
I  deem  it  unnecessary,  for  there  is  so  mach 
uoanimity  among  ihem  on  the  treatment  of 
this  disease  that  it  would  be  sheer  tauto- 
logy, though  they  do  not  exactly  copy  each 
others  words. 

In  Mrs.  H's  case  I  amputated  the  arm 
above  the  elbow,  and  dressed  It  with  calendu.- 
la.  In  six  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  oper^ 
ation  it  was  entirely  well.  Her  bealtb 
very  much  improved,  and  her  health  has 
been  good  from  that  Ume  to  this,  having  no 
symptoms,  or  any  appearance  of  any  return 
of  the  disease,  it  may  not  be  incongmoni  to 
state  that  at  the  time  I  amputated  the  arm 
this  woman  had  twins  six  months  old.  Sbe 
was  so  reduced  that  the  old  school  physl' 
cian  dare  not  amputate,  be  said  she  oonlil 
not  Uve.  I  gave  her  Chloroform  one  part, 
.^ther  two  parts,  which  produced  complete 
anEesthesia.  In  thirty  minutes  from  the 
time  she  commeeced  to  take  the  chloroform 
the  limb  was  off,  dressed,  and  tlie  pa- 
tient sitting  np  in  her  chair  eating  some 
toast  and  drinking  a  cup  of  tea. 


froMitflS. 


We  have  a  good  proving  of  this  plant, 
(Syratomen  Codex)  and  Dr  Hempel,  and 
others,  give  some  excelleat  accounts  of  its 
virtues  in  obstinate  scrofulous  affecUona. 
It  is  a  plant  indigenous  to  the  United 
States,  growing  in  dry  sandy  soils.  The 
nbole  plant  is  ofBcinal.  The  leave*  Mid 
stems  are  covered  with  a  white  down,  and 
it  is  said  that  In  the  months  of  Nevember 
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and  December,  these  pUnta  send  oat  Dear 
tbe  root,  broad,  Itln,  cnrved  «»  ergttalt, 
about  an  incti  in  breadlh.  whicb  nllt  id 
the  day,  and  ar«  renewed  in  the  morDing. 

Dr.  Comatock,  of  Bt  Louis,  sent  me  the 
toUowjDg  statement  of  its  eefects  in  chronic 
dlarrhcea.  He  eapposed  it  was  included 
among  the  "  New  RemedieB,"  but  as  we  have 
pnblished  proving,  it  seems  proper  to  pub- 
liBb  It  in  this  place,  that  it  may  reach  the 
profesaiOD  as  an  additioQ  to  our  clinical 
knowled);B  of  the  curative  power  of  Cislus 
CaoadeuBis : 

DiAB  Dootob:  In  the  work  upon  New 
Bemsdiea,  which  I  see  you  intend  pnbli»h- 
ing  HKn,  yon  have  among  your  list  (I  speak 
ftom  memory,)  Frost-weed,  {Oislia  Cana- 
dMin»).  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  tbe 
vlrtuci  of  tbis  plant  as  an  empirical  remedy 
for  chronic  diarrhcea  and  chronic  dysentery. 
A  promioeDt  gentleman  of  our  city,  some 
twelve  years  ago,  had  a  chronic  dysentery, 
and  in  his  own  language  he  had  "  suffered 
nuui;  things  from  many  physicians  ";  and 
hii  caw  was  given  over  as  bopeless  by  phj- 
•IclHis  of  our  school,  as  well  as  by  tbe 
old  Bchool.  Some  Mend  iodnced  him  to 
try  Frost-weed  tea,  which  cured  him  in  a 
•bort  time,  (some  25  days).  This  case  came 
under  my  own  observation,  but  at  the  time 
I  did  not  give  the  medicine  much  credit. 
Tba  gentleman  himself  being  a  good  talker, 
has  recommended  tbe  remedy  very  ezten- 
■Ively,  and  with  good  results.  I  have  used 
it  In  A  number  of  marked  instances  of 
cbronlc  dyseaterio  diarrhcea,  (when  all  other 
remedies  given,  Secandan  artem,  bad  failed,) 
with  almost  perfect  success.  I  always  give 
it  In  tbe  form  of  a  simple  infusion,  prepared 
fresh  every  day,  in  doses  of  two  or  three 
■wallows,  every  two  or  three  hours,  or  even 
oflener. 

I  asrare  yon,  it  is  worthy  of  further  trials, 
and  in  several  instances  it  baa  relieved  me 
of  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  anxiety,  and 
efiecicd  results  that  have  indeed  astonished 
nw.  I  have  used  it  a  good  deal,  and  can 
now  call  to  mind  only  three  or  four  bilares 
iaalL 

I  mnain  yonrs,  very  truly, 

T.  Q.  CokBtock. 


Far  tbs  Amerlean  Honumpstbls  ObMrvtr. 

FLUOBIDB  OF  CALCIUM. 

Br  A.  1.  HDBCB,  X.  D. 

That  the  proving  of  a  drug,  to  be  beneQ- 
cial  to  the  hommopathisl,  should  be  early 
followed  and  substantiated  by  clinical  appli- 
cation, is  clear,  and  I  am  very  much  grati- 
fied tp  see  by  the  ''  Obierver  "  that  the  Kn- 
oride  of  aUiiam  is  receiving  the  attention  of 
some  members  of  the  profession,  and  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  predict  that,  when  all  its  vir~ 
tues  are  developed  and  become  known,  it 
will  come  into  general  use. 

I  was  first  induced  to  the  experiment  of 
proving  this  componnd  while  manlpnlaUnp 
with  the  Uberated  Snoric  acid  in  etching  on 
glass.  Tbe  amateur  chemist  knows  that  tbis 
acid  formed  by  digesting  the  floor  spar,  with 
sulphuric  acid  is  the  most  caustic,  and  higb- 
ly  corrosive  substance  known.  The  mlno- 
test  drop  accidentally  got  upon  my  hand, 
into  which  it  seemed  to  bury  itself,  oansing 
most  painful  burning,  and  a  sore  which  was 
a  long  while  in  healing.  This,  with  its  cor- 
roding action  upon  glass,  a  substance  but 
little  or  not  at  all  affected  by  tbe  strongest 
nitric  or  sulphuric  acids,  led  me  to  specu- 
late in  regard  to  its  probable  efiQcacy  as  ft 
remedial  agent.  Could  a  compound  posses- 
^ng  snch  a  supra-powerful  constituent  t^V 
(o  produce  observable  results  if  taken  witb- 
in  the  animal  economy  1  And  as  all  toxical 
or  madlciDBl  effects  are  but  prototypes  of 
disease,  the  question  arose,  may  not  thls- 
mediclne  prove  a  valuable  acqnisiUon  U> 
our  materia  medica  1 

Being  unable  to  conduct  tbe  proving  upon 
the  dog  to  a  termination  satisfactory  to  my- 
self (owing  to  the  dogs'  absconding),  I 
was  induced  to  institute  an  experimental 
and  corroborative  proving  at  tbe  same  time. 
The  trlH)  with  the  dog  indicated  the  class  of  ' 
diseases  to  which  I  should  look  for  its  most 
obvious  elTects,  i.  e.  goitre,  and  perhaps 
other  scrofulons  affections  of  the  throat.  In 
May  I  began  by  taking  0  gr.  as.  three  times 
per  day,  before  meals,  contiooed  for  three- 
days  bnt  experienced  nothing  from  it, 
omitted  for  several  days  and  then  took  84 
dee.  gr,  ss,,  as  before,  the  second  day,  p.  X.^ 
there  was  oppression  of  breath  snch  aa- 
arliea    from    taking  cold,    this.  «9ntinii«di.. 
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hroughoui  the  provinnr,  subject  to  fluctua- 
tions of  iutensity,  at  the  end  of  a  week 
there  was  a  prickling,  burning,  suffocative, 
sensation  in  the  throat  which  grew  worse  at 
night,  cold  drinks  seemed  to  ^aggravate  and 
warm  to  palliate  only  for  a  short  time,  this 
feeling  was  less  in  the  morning,  but  ezacer- 
vatioD  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
day ;  much  thirst,  constipation,  and  conse- 
quent dizziness  of  head  and  dull  headache  ; 
experienced  irritability  of  bladder,  frequent 
urging  to  urinate,  urine  causing  smarting 
^along  the  urethra,  particularly  at  its  exter- 
nal orifice ;  urine  emitted  pungent  odor. — 
'On  the  eighth  day  discontinued  the  drug, 
but  there  was  an  increase  of  all  symptoms, 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  was  such  that  it 
-seemed  as  though  the  epiglottis  was  nearly 
•closed,  or  that  I  was  breathing  through 
•ome  thick  substance  which  permitted  but 
flight  ingress  of  air  to  the  lungs. 

Having  habitually  weak  lungs  I  was  quite 
willing  to  let  the  influences  of  the  drug 
<expend  itself. 

This  trial  was  conducted  with  a  trituri- 
^ion,  prepared  by  myself  from  a  piece. of 
4ipar,  of  rather  impure  quality. 

About  the  same  time  I  administered  the 
«ame  trituration  to  a  female  who  had  nas- 
cent goitre,  one  powder  each  evening.  Now 
there  is  nou  the  slightest  perceptible  trace 
of  the  disease. 

A  month  since  I  put  up  a  prescription  of 
twenty-four  powders,  of  the  sixth  dec.  trit., 
■'or  a  female  residing  a  distance,  who  was 
afflicted  with  goitre  fully  developed,  of  a 
.number  of  years  standing,  ordered  them  to 
>be  taken  once  per  diem ;  have  heard  from 
her  once  since,  she  thought  there  was  grad- 
ual improvement  in  the  condition  of  things, 
•the  tumor  becoming  softer  to  the  feel ;  com- 
-plaioed  of  constipation  and  premature  men- 
struation, for  which  I  gave  Nux  8rd  dec, 
drop  doses. 

I  am  of  the  belief  that  the  best  effects  of 
this  drug  will  result  from  the  employment 
of  the  higher  potencies. 

I  had  intended  to  test  the  virtues  of  the 
Fluoiide  thoroughly  in  this  last  case  and 
favor  your  readers  with  a  report,  that  others 
might  be  induced  to  give  it  a  trial,  but  I 
see  that  Dr.  Bell  has  in  a  measure  anticipa- 


ted my  design,  therefore  I  give  my  experi. 
ence  with  this  agent,  as  far  as  it  goes,  and 
for  what  it  is  worth. 

[Our  readers  will  doubtless  look  with 
much  interest  for  further  communications 
from  Dr.  Murch,  and  also  from  Dr.  Bell. — 
Ed.] 


ANNUAL  ADDRESS 
Delivered    before    the  Michigan  HomcBopaihic 
Institute,  at  its  Fifth  Annual  Meeting^  June 
8,  1864,  at  DeiroU. 

BY  ALVIX  BAGLEY,  V.  D.,  PBBSIDEIT. 

Gbntlemen  :  —  At  your  last  meeting  you  ez 
pressed  your  wish,  that  I  should  address  you  a 
this  timo,  upon  matters  connected  with  our  pro 
feesion. 

I  feel  it  to  be  a  station  of  some  responiibility, 
and  a  good  deal  of  embarrassment  for  one  like 
myself,  who  has  not  been  accustomed  to  suoli 
efforts.  In  addressing  you,  I  feel  that  I  am  ad- 
dressing men,  whom,  I  cannot  hope  to  initmot, 
and  whom,  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  at 
tempt  to  amuse. 

The  profession  of  medicine  is  not  of  recent 
origin,  nor  has  it  been,  like  many  disooveriei, 
sprung  into  existence  by  any  sudden  aooident. 
It  has  been  the  gradual  growth  of  centuries, 
subject,  however,  to  occasional  and  frequent 
revolutions  and  startling  innovations.  Still  it  has 
kept  on  its  course,  steadily  advancing  towards 
and  perfecting  its  great*  end  and  aim,  a  aoientlflc 
system  founded  in  philosophy,  and  made  oapaUe 
of  subserving  its  grand  purpose,  the  ameliontioii 
of  the  maiodies  of  the  human  family. 

ALLOPATHY. 

When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  our 
professional  history,  we  can  but  laugh  at  it  ab- 
surdities while  we  are  forced  to  mourn  and 
lament  its  failures,  yet  we  glean  many  useftil 
hints  from  those  very  absurdities  and  fiulnres. 
We  therefore  find  it  both  amusing  and  instme- 
tive  to  study  the  history  of  our  profession  from 
the  days  of  the  ancient  fathers  down  to  the  pre- 
sent. 

The  schools  of  medicine  have  been  almost  as 
varied  as  the  countenances  of  men,  all  unlike, 
and  yet  (until  the  advent  of  Homoeopathy)  all 
alike,  words  and  not  ideas  have  heretofore  mark- 
ed the  differences  of  the  several  schools.  Words 
represent  the  bark  and  ideas  the  heart  of  the  tree 
of  knowledge.  Those  who  are  tenacious  of  words 
stick  in  the  bark,  while  those  who  seek  for  ideas 
penetrate  to  the  heart :  all  the  rivalries  of  the 
schools  in  the  history  of  the  profession  have  here- 
tofore been  men  with  differences  of  theories,  only 
contentions  about  words,  without  resulting  in  any 
beneficial  change  in  practice. 

Mangle  and  growl  as  they  might  about  their 
different  theories  of  disease,  all  resulted  in  the 
same  svstem  of  practice,  all  professed  to  presoribe 
upon  the  principle  of  oontrarius ;  none  of 
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Yaunted  theories   penetrated  deeper  than  the 
bark. 

No  changes  occurred  of  rafficient  importance  to 
be  designated  an  era  in  the  professional  history 
until  the  advent  of  Homoeopathy. 

As  nations  have  historical  eras,  so  has  science. 
Washington  represented  the  era  of  our  National 
existence,  presided  over  its  birth  and  de- 
clared independence,  and  Lincoln  is  now 
presiding  at  its  majority,  and  representing  the 
era  of  universal  liberty.  So  Hahnemann  stands 
out  in  bold  relief  as  the  representative  of  an  era 
in  the  history  of  medical  science  as  important  to 
the  world  as  either  of  our  great  national  eras  to 
us  as  Americans. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  with  you  the  his- 
tory of  Allopathy  prior  to  the  Hahnemannian  era 
Were  any  of  you  ignorant  of  its  modem  transmi- 
grations, for  it  does  not  require  a  critics  eye  to 
trace  it  in  its  winding  way  from  its  heroic  blood 
lettlngs  and  purgings  down  to  its  present  semi- 
homoeopathy.  It  may  not,  however,  be  interest- 
ing to  glance  at  it  in  its  present  garb.  For  it 
teaches  us  that,  although  similia  is  always  simi- 
lia,  oontraria,  is  not  always  contraria.  I  would 
not  refer  to  the  fragmentary  remains  of  Allopathy 
as  a  profession  nor  discuss  its  efficacy  as  a  prac- 
tice, nor pass  a  eulogy  upon  its  departure 

were  it  not  that  its  fossil  remains  are  in  our  way 
and  interfering  with  our  legal  right. 

It  in  no  way  incommodes  us,  as  practitioners, 
but  is  blocking  up  one  entrance  into  our  Univer- 
sity. It  has  closed  against  us,  the  doors  of  an 
institution  we  helped  to  establish,  and  still  help  to 
sustain.  It  does  not  become  us  as  men  to  sit 
down  mipinely  and  suffer  our  lesal  and  national 
rights  to  be  taken  from  us  by  the  high  handed 
aanimpticns  of  a  .school,  whose  ancient  dogmas 
are  fiwt  becoming  a  laughing  stock  for  boys. 

I  would  not  refer  to  its  memory,  but  to  remove 
itf  earoaes  from  our  legal  path.  Otherwise,  I 
wovid  have  left  it  where  one  of  its  late  authors, 
Br.  Worthlngton  Hooker  places  it  and  let  posteri- 
ty preserve  its  memory  if  it  could. 

it.  Hooker's  definition  is  the  clearest  elucida- 
tion of  Alopathy  in  any  publication  extant,  where 
he  in  answering  the  question  propounded  by 
himself :  "  What  is  Allopathy ^^^  saja  ^^  la  it  one 
things  one  mode  ons,  system  ?  By  no  means. 
TTiia  term  is  applied  to  alt  kinds  of  practice  by 
all  regular  physicians.  It  is  a  very  extended 
and  a  very  diversified  combination.  It  includes 
mu^  that  is  good^  and  much  thai  is  bad^  and 
the  practitioners  of  this  allopathy  are  some  of 
them  had  practitioners.^*  In  this  quotation,  Dr. 
Hooker  has  systematised  the  practice,  for  the 
teaching  of  which  the  doors  of  our  University  are 
thrown  wide  open  and  our  sons  invited  to  come 
in  and  be  taught. 

Until  the  light  of  Homoeopathy  began  to  shed 
its  rays  upon  medical  science,  the  doctrine  of 
contraries  was  as  religiously  and  blindly  worship- 
ped as  was  any  heathen  d^ity  ever  worshipped  by 
any  of  its  most  superstitious  devotees ;  but  no 
sooner  was  the  test  of  truth  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  dogma  of  contraries,  than  it  exploded  and 
scattered  its  fragments  ^into  Dr.  Hookers  very 
extended  apd  very  diversified  combination.  I 
take  the  definition  of  that  practice  from  Dr. 
Hooker,  not  because  he  is  a  recent  authoi 
of  that  scbeol,  or  because  of  his  high  standing  as 


an  author  and  practitioner,  but  because  human 
language  could  not  more  perfectly  portray  it. 
And  this  is  the  system  taught  in  our  University, 
this  the  system  they  would  fain  call  the  antago- 
nist of  Homoeopathy,  this  the  system  they  would 
not  have  lowered  by  coming  in  contact  with 
Quackery. 

What  wonder  then  that  the  Regulars^  depre- 
cate contact  with  Homoeopathy  !  What  wonder 
that  they  attempt  to  get  rid  of  discussion  by 
silence !  What  wonder  that  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents overridden  by  the  medical  faculty  of  the 
University,  with  threats  of  resignation,  trample 
under  foot  a  law  of  the  State  making  it  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  establish  a  Homo(K>pathio 
chair  and  elect  a  Homoeopathic  professor  in  that 
institution.  And  «?hat  wonder  uat  having  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  plain  provisions  of  the 
law,  they  should  refuse  to  assign  a  reason  for 
such  refusal.  The  truth  is  the  profession  does 
not  come  into  contact  with  the  light  lest  their 
darkness  be  made  hideous. 

But  what  is  this  boasted  Allopathy  for  the  pre- 
servation of  which  in  its  purity  they  so  sedulously 
govern  the  University.  What  has  it  done  to  so 
recommend  it  to  exclusive  public  confidence  f 
Enquire  of  its  adherents,  and  there  is  nothing 
which  they  design  to  tell  us  but  point  to  its  great 
antiquity  with  its  accumulated  facts.  And  how 
they  plant  themselves  on  challenge  reputatimi. 
They  call  our  system  an  innovation  of  their 
time  honored  institution.  They  profess  to  trace 
back  their  successors  in  a  regular  line  of  descent 
through  all  the  exploded  dogmas  of  Pathology 
and  modes  of  treatment  for  3,000  long  years,  and 
pride  themselves  upon  the  dignity  of  tiieir  an- 
cient paternity.  But  perhaps  it  were  well  to- 
enquire  somewhat  into  the  geneology  of  this 
ancient  lineage,  and  it  may  be  ascertained  in  what 
consists  their  accumulated  facts,  for  on  this  alone 
they  base  their  claims  to  confidence.  Talk  to 
them  of  their  want  of  principle ;  of  the  entire 
absence  of  a  law  of  cure  and  they  ensconce 
themselves  behind  this  mountain  of  accumulated 
facts,  of  3,000  years  growth.  The  most  promi- 
nent of  their  ancient  pathological  discoveries, 
and  the  one  on  which  they  seem  to  base  their 
modem  practice  is  what  is  termed  the  Humeral 
Pathology.  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  modem 
Allopathy,  the  great  head  of  the  profession,  the 
coanecting  link  in  their  geneological  chain,  and 
through  whom  alone  they  trace  their  claim  to 
antiquity,  first  promulgated  the  doctrine  of 
the  existence  of  the  four  Humors.  The  Bloody 
the  Fhelgm^  the  yellow  bile  and  the  blcu:k  bile  in 
the  proper  proportions  in  respect  to  quantity, 

Duality  and  mixture  consisted  the  healthy  con- 
ition,  and  that  any  variation  in  the  quantity  or 
in  the'  proportions  of  these  Humors  occasioned 
disease. 

His  treatment  consisted  in  expelling  from  the 
system  by  bleeding,  purging,  sweating,  etc.,  a 
certain  amount  of  any  Humor  whi9h  might  exist 
in  excessive  quantity  and  thus  restore  those  pro- 
portions which  constijtute  health.  Now  if  the 
Humeral  Pathology  wore  true,  the  evacuating 
practice  were  certainly  well  chosen.  A  more 
philosophical  conclusion  could  not  have  been 
arrived  at,  from  the  pathological  premises.  If 
disease  consisted  in  the  undue  proportions  of 
one  or  another  of  these  Humors  what  could  be 
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'more  rational  Uian  that  the  excess  should  be 
ipnrged  out  through  some  of  the  cyacaating 
•channels.  This  Humeral  pathology  prerailed 
■for  a  long  period  unquestioned  and  Uie  treatment 
legitimately  deduced  from  it  was,  of  course,  re- 
cognized as  the  means  of  cure.  A  little  more 
than  half  a  century  ago  that  allopathic  humbug, 
the  humeral  pathology  was  exploded.  But 
fltrange  as  it  may  seem  the  old  system  of  purga- 
ttiyes  founded  upon  it  is  still  retamod  by  all  good 
Allopaths,  and  is  still  taught  as  a  science  in  our 
Unirersity. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  pres.nt  cen- 
tury the  Allopathic  world  was  diyided  into  num- 
erous sects.  The  Solidist^,  the  Vitalists^  the 
Eclectics,  the  Brunonists,  the  Expectants,  etc., 
each  with  its  own  peculiar  notions  of  pathology, 
its  own  peculiar  ideas  of  the  cause  of  disease, 
waging  fierce  warfare  in  support  of  their  respec- 
tive dogmas.  But  singular  enough,  in  their  prac- 
tical deductions,  all  Humeralists,  all  argue  and  all 
fitill  agree  in  the  necessity  of  purging  out  the 
preponderating  Humors. 

Whatever  of  our  remedies  they  prescribe,  and 
they  are  not  few  nor  far  between,  are  prescribed 
upon  the  same  principles  and  for  the  same  end, 
and  are  mixed  up  -with  their  old  formulas,  and 
not  in  accordance  with  any  known  law  of  cure. 
They  aocquire  their  knowledge  of  the  use  of  our 
remedies,  not  from  the  application  of  any  princi- 
ple, not  from  a  knowledge  of  any  law  of  cure,  but 
by  a  process  of  absorption.  They  know  that  with 
OXLT  remedies  we  cure  disease,  and  argue,  that  with 
the  same  remedies  they  also  succeed  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  cure,  upon  which  their 
efficacy  is  based. 

This  law  with  its  harmonious  and  certain  action, 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  pathogenesis  of  the 
drug  with  its  adaptation  to  the  pathology  of 
disease,  is  what  we  wish  to  teach  them  in  the 
University,  and  this  is  what  they  are  particularly 
anxious  not  to  learn.  We  would  fain  find  en- 
trance into  the  University  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  them  the  true  philosophy  of  cure,  but 
they  have  barred  their  gates  against,  and  waged 
war  upon  us,  and  from  behind  their  impregnable 
ramparts  make  faces  at  us.  Being  thus  deprived 
the  benefits  of  open  combat,  our  only  resource 
known  to  honorable  warfare,  is  to  cut  off  their 
43upplie8,  and  this  we  are  most  effectually  doing 
whenever  we  have  a  sentinel  posted.  Hence 
their  grimaces  and  gnashing  of  teeth  upon  us, 
from  within  their  fortification. 

Being  thus  deprived  the  right  which  the  laws 
of  our  l^ing  have  conferred  upon  us,and  which  the 
statute  law  of  our  State  has  confirmed  to  us,  the 
common  right  of  every  citizen  of  Michigan,  it 
behooves  us  to  improve  all  the  facilities  we  do 
enjoy  to  perfect  ourselves  in  our  noble  science. 
Knowing  as  we  do  know,  Ihat  we  are  in  the  right, 
wo  can  well  afford  to  practice  forbearance  towards 
our  misguided  and  wayward  brethen  . 

If  we  were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rights  guaran- 
teed to  us  by  the  law,  it  would  greatly  facilitate 
the  progress  we  are  now  slowly,  but  surely  mak- 
ing towards  the  redemption  of  the  medical  Pro- 
fession from  the  absurdities  and  empiricism  of 
the  darker  ages.  Were  we  in  the  enjoyment  of 
onr  rights  in  the  University,  it  would  hasten  the 
day  when  the  Lion  of  intolerance  would  be 
■shorn  of  his  strength,  and  his  dominion  be  given 


to  the  lamb.  But  this  may  not  be,  we  must 
therefore  rely  upon  our  own  individual  efforts  to 
bring  to  perfection  our  noble  science. 

PROVINGS. 

Although  much,  very  much  has  been  done  to 
advance  the  truth,  still  very  much  remains  to  be 
performed  with  our  materica  medica.  Although 
infinitality  in  advance  of  all  others,  still  very  islt 
from  perfect. 'The  constant  accessions  made  by  the 
additions  of  new  and  heretofore  untried  remedies, 
are  creditable  and  worthy  of  all  praise.  Yet  if  we 
would  be  fully  up  to  the  standard,  we  ought  to 
set  for  one  end  and  aim,  we  should  still  move 
rapidly  and  carry  forward  this  great^work  of  per*- 
footing  this  branch  of  our  noble  science,  a  labor 
which  the  spirit  of  the  ago  and  the  necessities  of 
man  alike  demand  at  our  hands.  This  we  oul 
do  by  individual  effort,  without  the  aid  of  col- 
legiate facilities. 

Scientific  tests  and  proving  of  remedies,  old  and 
new,  are  legitimately  within  the  sphere  of  our 
operations.  The  material  for  enriching  our  store- 
house of  useful  knowledge  is  thickly  strewn  in 
our  daily  path,  and  whether  we  mould  that  ma- 
terial into  form  and  make  it  available  to  the  pro- 
fession, depends  upon  our  individual  ezeitions 
and  sacrifices.  Let  us  not  throw  away  these 
golden  opportunities  strewn  upon  us  as  if  it  were 
at  every  turning,  but  seize  upon  every  presenta- 
tion and  make  the  stubborn  difficulties  yield  to 
our  indomitable  will,  and  however'  Insignificant 
in  reference  to  the  general  cause,  a  single  humble 
effort  may  appear  to  us,  yet  rest  assured  th» 
proving  of  a  drug  however  little  it  may  have 
added  to  the  general  map,  is  not  entirely  thrown 
away  upon  the  prover  or  the  profession.  There  li 
no  method  by  which  the  impress  of  the  dni|g 
disease  can  be  so  ineffaceably  *imprinted  on  the 
mind  as  by  its  simple  provings,  and  no  man  oiA 
enrich  his  own  without  improving  other  mindi 
with  which  ha  comes  in  contact,  so  the  proving  ^ 
a  drug  confers  a  benefit,  not  only  on  the  {norer, 
but  also  on  the  whole  profession  The  more  in- 
telligence we  bring  to  bear  upon  our  enemiei, 
the  sooner  we  shall  bring  about  the  time  whieh 
rests  securely  in  the  future,  when  our  claim  to 
scientific  truth  shall  surely  be  acknowledged  the 
great  professional  Millennium  to  be  ushered  In, 
and  Homoeopathy  be  crowned  triumphant  The 
grand  towering  principle,  Similia  Similius  Cnran- 
ter,  overshadowing  the  whole  of  rational  medical 
science,  shall  step  out  prominent  and  immove- 
able and  be  known  and  recognized  of  all  men. 

Be  it  then  a  prominent  part  of  our  individual 
as  well  as  united  and  associated  vocation,  to  teit 
and  prove  whatever  may  be  thrown  in  our  way, 
giving  the  faintest  promise  of  usefulness  as  new 
remedies,  for,  frequently  important  results  flow 
from  almost  hopeless  efforts.  The  humbleit 
herbs  we  unconsciously  trample  under  our  feet, 
may  prove  the  most  important  in  mitigating 
human  suffering. 

Old  remedies  too  whose  tests  and  provii;ig8  ha?<e 
only  been  made  in  other  climates,  and  upon  peo- 
ple with  different  constitutions,  and  subject  to 
different  influences  from  those  surrounding  iu, 
should  bo  carefully  re-tested  in  our  climate  mad 
upon  persons  upon  whom  the  acclimating  prnoMi 
has  matured  its  pathologicial  changes.  ProTins 
in  Germany  and  provings  in  Michigan  of  ta 
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same  drag,  I  apprehend  would  devolopo  the  fact 
that  the  proriDgs  are  inflaenced  by  their  sur- 
roundings. Owing  to  the  same  cause,  not  por- 
liaps  yerj  readily  explained,  fruits  in  Michigan 
bear  but  slight  resemblance  to  the  8ame  varieties 
in  New  England.  Transplanting  the  original 
stock  from  New  England  in  our  beautiful  Michi- 
gan, improve  the  size,  color,  odor  and  the  flavor, 
in  short,  all  the  properties  of  the  fruit.  Are 
not  the  same  or  similar  influences  operating  upon 
the  properties  of  medicinai  plants  !  And  is  it 
not  true,  that  our  indigenous  plants  if  fully 
proved,  would  develope  a  very  difi'erent  patho- 
fenisis,  and  enable  us  to  prescribe  them  with 
more  perfect  certainty  of  their  results 

If  1  am  correct,  then  there  is  a  double  motive 
urging  ns  to  reprove  the  old  materia  medicsii 
Onr  own  peculiar  pathological  changes  of  acclima- 
tion and  the  Pathogenetic  peculiarities  of  the 
plants  in  this  climate. 

As  we  are  in  an  early  future  to  be  the  teachers 
of  the  drug  pathogenesis,  let  us  not  be  unpre- 
possessed to  enter  upon  that  vocation  with  that  in- 
telligence which  the  lloroccopathist  alone  hss 
the  means  to  acquire,  and  which,  with  becoming 
industry  we  may  be  prepared  to  impart  in  all  its 
perfectness. 

PATHOLOOr. 

The  Physicians  in  Michigan  are  peculiarly  situ- 
ated. We  have  no  land  marks  in  publications, 
on  pathology.  Each  physician  in  his  own  locali- 
ty has  to  fecrl  his  way  among  the  rocks  and  quick 
sands  without  a  guide.  The  same  causes  produc- 
ing ohangcs  in  the  vegetable  are  also  acting  upon 
the  animal  structure.  The  same  law  which 
pffodnoes  changes  in  the  chemical  combinations  m 
the  plant  also  exerts  its  influence  upon  the  vital 
fbroes  of  the  animal  diseases  in  New  England, 
bean  but  slight,  if  any,  resemblance  to  the  dis- 
eaaee  in  Michigan.  The  influences  bearing  upon 
the  vital  forces  being  different,  our  pathology  is 
different,  although  we,  for  the  sake  of  convenience 
are  in  the  habit  of  applying  the  old  familiar 
namea  to  classes  of  disease.  The  eastern  physi- 
oiaai  nnaconstomed  to  our  locality,  would  scarce- 
ly recognise  the  disease  by  those  names. 

These  physicians  whose  system  of  practice  com- 
pels tiiam  to  follow  the  foot  steps  ^f  their  illus- 
trions  predecessors,  or  in  other  words,  who  have 
no  fixed  law  of  cure  in  our  west,  find  no  tracks. 
Poor  fellows,  God  help  them. 

It  if  therefore  incumbent  upon  the  western 
physician  to  familiarize  himself  with  his  sur- 
roundings and  be  prepared  within  himself  to 
oombat  the  influences  with  which  he  has  contend- 
ed in  hia  own  particular  locality ;  in  short,  he 
mut  hew  out  and  reduce  to  proper  shape  his  own 
system  of  pathology,  and  adapt  his  medication  to 
its  peeuliarities.  This,  with  one  law  of  cure,  we 
conid  do  with  unerring  certainty  "with  a  materia 
medioa  of  Michigan  provings. 

As  new  forms  of  diseiise  are  being  developed 
among  ns,  we  instinctively  turn  to  older  countries 
for  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  modes  of  treatment. 
This  is  right,  we  should  loam  what  are  the  char- 
acteristics ^rovoming  all  form  of  disease  in  all 
conntiles.  But  in  doing  this  wc  must  not  forget 
Chmt  to  imprint  upon  the  mind,  a  true  picture  of 
the  synistoms  for  our  govornence,  we  have  to 
wait  until  tiie  disease  has  become  Michiganised. 


Wc  have  to  study  its  peculiarities  as  developed 
by  our  climate  before  we  can  treat  it  with  that 
degree  of  intelligence  which  insures  success.  I 
might  speculate  upon  the  causes  of  our  peculiari- 
ties, but  it  would  aftor  all,  be  mere  speculation. 
As  well  might  we  account  for  all  of  our  Westom- 
isms,  political,  moral  and  social,  as  one  pathologi- 
cal. It  would  be  a  waste  of  time,  much  better 
employed  in  studying  the  effects  and  fitting  our- 
selves to  meet,  and  successfully  combat  them. 

But  were  I  to  speculate  upon  the  causes  of  our 
local  peculiarities,  I  should  direct  my  attention 
to  the  phenomina  of  the  circulation,  and  inquire 
whether  the  heart,  acting  as  a  mere  force  and 
suction  pump,  is  the  great  propelling  agent,  or 
whether  chemical  afiinities  acting  upon  the  vital 
forces,  are  not  the  real  impelling  power,  and  that 
the  heart  by  its  action  merely  regulates  and  keeps 
in  proper  checks  that  power.  If  it  should  be  as- 
certained that  the  true  cause  of  the  systematic  cir- 
culation is  the  oxygenized  action  of  the  arterial 
blood  derived  from  the  affinity  the  venous  blood 
bos  fo.'  the  oxygen  of  the  atmospheric  air  in  the 
lungs,  thereby  producing  a  current,  and  that  the 
oxygenised  arterial  blood  has  an  affinity  for  the 
structures  through  which  it  is  forced,  then 
changes  of  climate  must  necessarily  produce 
changes  in  the  vital  forces  Although  the  air  we 
breathe  may  not  be  susceptible  of  chemical  an- 
alysis, yet  the  slightest  change  may  influence  the 
force  with  which  it  is  brought  in  contact  with  the 
circulation,  acting  as  it  does  upon  the  most 
delicate  tissues  of  the  human  organism.  If  it 
should  be  found  that  the  circulation  depends 
upon  chemicul  affinities  acting  upon  vital  forces 
we  should  not  be  at  a  loss  for  a  plausible  theory 
accounting  for  our  western  pathological  peculiari- 
ties. I  throw  out  these  hints,  not  to  assert  the 
facts,  bnt  to  elicit  attention  to  them  and  awaken 
inquiry.  The  doctrine  that  the  circulation  de- 
pends upon  chemical  affinities  would  not  neecs- 
sarily  weaken  the  argument  in  favor  of  the 
dynamic  action  of  remedial  agents,  but  would  in 
my  view,  furnish  an  unanswerable  argument,  in 
favor  of  specific  medication,  and  that  with  the 
higher  attenuations,  equally  applicable  to  the 
East  and  West,  the  mountain  and  the  vale. 

[By  reference  to  report  of  proceedings  of 
Institute  published  in  July  No.,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  Doctor's  speculations  elicited 
a  friendly  discussion  ;  only  a  few  of  the  mem- 
bers coincided  with  the  worthy  doctor,  but 
all  recommended  the  publication  of  his  ad- 
dress.— Ed.] 

PHYSICIAN'S   FEES. 

We  observe  a  movement  in  various  sections  of 
the  country,  looking  to  an  increase  in  physician's 
fees.  The  College  of  Physicians  of  this  city,  the 
Connecticut  Kivor  Valley  Medical  Association, 
and  other  organizations,  have  adopted  higher  rates 
of  charge.  This  is  perfectly  right  and  proper. 
The  physician's  fee  was  disgracefully  low  in  tinies 
of  cheap  living;  and  is  utterly  inadequate  at  tiie 
old  rates  to  moot  the  present  demands. 

Th^  medical  profession  is  very  poorly  compen- 
sated for  the  timej  talent,  intelligence,  labor  and 
energy,  with  which  they   devote  themselves  to 
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their  arduous  dntios.  Their  remuneration  is  too 
small  to  enable  thorn  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
faoilitiofl  to  attain  that  amount  of  scientific  know- 
ledge which  is  necessary  to  an  intelligent  applica- 
tion of  all  the  moans  provided  in  nature  or  by  art 
for  the  treatment  of  disease.  There  are  compara- 
tively few  young  men  who  begin  the  practice  of 
the  medical  profession  who  have  not  sufficient 
ambition,  if  they  had  the  means,  to  pursue  their 
studies  and  add  to  their  knowledge,  and  to  this 
end  procure  noeded  books  and  mechanical  ap- 
pliances, so  indispensable  to  enable  them  to  do 
justice  to  themselves  and  to  the  communities  in 
which  they  reside.  Their  remuneration,  however, 
is  so  inadequate,  that  they  are  compelled  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  textbooks  and  pocket  instrument 
cases  with  which  they  loft  the  schools,  and  to 
supply  themselves  with  but  a  meagre  stock  of 
remedies.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  they  gradually 
lose  their  ambition,  too  often  become  loungers 
around  places  of  public  resort,  and  finally  settle 
down  into  a  mere  routine  pnictice! 

Every  one  knows  the  power  of  money,  and  the 
young  physician  who  has  it  at  command,  or  who 
is  foilunato  enough  to  fall  int9  a  "paying  proc' 
tioe/'  is  very  apt,  if  he  steers  clear  of  an  immoral 
eonrse  of  life,  to  become  an  intelligent  practitioner, 
an  honor  to  his  profession,  an  ornament  to  and 
the  pride  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

There  is  a  pressing  necessity,  aside  from  the 
temporary  greatly  increased  cost  of  living,  that 
our  profoBs^nal  fees  should  be  permanently  in- 
ereaaed.  It  is  needed,  that  we  may  have  the 
means  to  perfect  ourselves  in  the  knowledge  ne- 
cessary to  qualify  us  for  a  proper  discharge  of  our 
duties  to  the  community. — Reporter. 


STORM  ROSA,  M.  D. 

We  regret  to  anDounce  the  deatli  of  Dr. 
Storm  Rosa,  of  Painesville,  Ohio.  He  died 
on  the  8d  of  May  last,  at  the  age  of  73, 
after  a  long  and  useful  professional  life^ 
twenty  years  of  which  was  devoted  to  the 
practice  of  homoeopathic  medicine. 

Dr.  Rosa  was  born  in  Coxsakcie,  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.  Studied  medicine  with  some 
of  the  most  eminent  allopathic  physicians  of 
that  State,  graduated  in  181G,  located  in 
Madison,  Ohio,  where  he  married  in  1818 ; 
removed  the  same  year  to  Palnesville,  where 
he  practiced  medicine  until  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He  was  induced  to  investigate 
Homoeopathy  by  Drs.  Pulie,  of  Cincinnati, 
and  Barlow,  of  New  York,  in  1841,  and  in 
1848  adopted  it  as  his  school  of  medicine. 
In  1860-'51  he  lectured  on  "Theory  and 
Practice  of  Homoeopathy,"  in  the  Eclectic 
College  of  Cincibnati.  In  1861-*52  he  ac- 
cepted the  chair  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases 


of  Women,  in  the  newly  organized  Westeri 
Homoeopathic  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
This  Professorship  he  occupied  for  several 
years.  Upon  his  retirement  he  was  tendered 
the  chair  of  practice  in  the  St.  Louis  Hom- 
Gcopathic  College,  but  declined.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Homoeo- 
pathy in  Ohio,  and  presided  over  the  first 
public  meeting  of  homoeopathic  physicians, 
which  was  held  at  Benton,  Ohio,  and  was 
composed  of  nine  members.  Dr.  Rosa's 
address  before  that  body  is  still  in  exist- 
ence. His  interest  in  homoeopathy  did  not 
lessen  with  his  advancing  years,  and  al- 
though he  wrote  but  little  his  feelings  were 
always  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause. — 
As  a  man  ho  was  kind,  gentle,  and  modest 
to  a  fault ;  as  a  physician,  practical  and  of 
sound  judgment;  as  a  lecturer,  plain  and 
eminently  practical  H, 


Db.  James  E.  Black. — The  death  of  Dr. 
James  £.  Black,  on  the  18th  of  last  May,  in 
the  27th  year  of  his  age,  will  be  much 
lamented  by  many  readers  of  your  Observer, 
and  particularly  those  who  graduated  with 
him  at  the  Homceopathic  Medical  College, 
of  Pennsylvania,  six  years  ago.  He  was  a 
lover  of  Homoeopathy.  He  labored  hard  t<> 
advance  the  profession  in  which  his  whole 
soul  was  engaged,  and  if  he  had  been  spared 
to  us  a  little  longer,  he  would  have  become 
a  star  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  those  who  are 
unfurling  the  mighty  truths  of  Homoeopathy. 
His  incessant  study,  no  doubt,  broaght 
on  an  hereditary  trouble,  which  appeared  in 
the  form  of  a  psoas  abscess,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  the  glow  of  the  hectic  flush.  He 
waited  calmly  for  the  end,  only  remarking, 
that  it  seemed  hard  to  die  in  the  morniog  of 

life. 
London,  C.  W.  June  10th,  18C4.         M. 

— ^^— ~— ^^  ■!        I 

A.  F.  STEINHOPF,  M.  D. 
It  is  our  painful  duty  to  announce  the  de- 
mise of  this  promising  young  physician  at 
Farmington,  Mich.,  August  4th,  18G4.  His 
relatives  reside  in  Canada,  where  he  was  a 
student  of  Tlios.  Nichol,  M.  D.  He  waa 
quite  popular  in  the  village  of  Farmlnston, 
successful  in  his  practice,  and  has  left  a. 
large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  his  early, 
departure. 


4  Hi  i^  %  1^  <S  4  Ht 
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^'SimiUm     SimilibuB      Cnrmntur.*^ 

**1  present  you  with  a  Truth  long  sought  for,  a  principle  of  eternal  nature,  I  appeal  to  existing 
facts  alone  to  convince  you;  and  when  a  conscientloas  and  complete  course  of  study  snail  crown  your 
researches  with  success,  then,  as  I  have  done,  bless  Providence  for  the  immense  benefaction  he  has  allowed 
to  descend  upon  the  earth  through  my  humble  ageacy,  for  I  have  been  but  a  feeble  instrument  of  the 
Omnipotence,  before  which  we  all  bow  in  humility."  HAHNEMANN. 


Vol.  I.] 


DETROIT,  SEPTEMBER,  1864. 


[No.  9 


CONTENTS. 

KDITORIAL  NOTICE. 

Payment  for  Observer  »  .     129 

REVIEWS  AND  BOOK  NOTICES. 

New  HomoBopathio  Provings 129 

PBAOTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

CUnioal  Observations 130 

Baphorbia  Cnrrollata  in  Dyaentery 132 

Bupatorinm  Purpureum  in  Dropsy 133 

Brief  Notes  on  Cases  of  Disease 133 

Pneumonia 184 

Barracenia  Purpurea 136 

OUR  COLLEGES. 

New  York  Homoaopathio  College 135 

Hahnemann  Medical  College 135 

CleTeland  Homoeopathic  College 136 

Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri... 136 

New  York  Medical  Collepe  for  Women 137 

Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pa. 137 

The  Firrit  Female  Medical  Practitioner  in 
England 187 

PBOVINOS. 

Proving  of  Gnaphalinm - 138 

Medicine  not  an  Art 139 

MI8CBLLANT. 

A  I>rop  of  Liqnid 139 

Call  for  a  Meeting  of  Ohio  Homoepath 140 

Prearoblf^  and  Resolutions 140 

Ou  the  Insignificance  of  the  Pathogenetic 

Smptoms  which  determine  the  choice  cf 
e  remedy - 141 

Trials  of  a  Countrv  PhvRician 142 

8TUDBNT8  DEPARTMENT. 

A  Word  to  Students -By  D,  J.  Easton,M.D..143 
PERSONAL. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Runyan 144 

Out  bookbinder  being  engaged  on  "  New 
ProTings,"  has  not  yet  delivered  the  August 
nnmber  of  the  Observer  (Aug.  29).  Septem- 
ber number  is  nearly  all  in  type,  and  here- 
after we  aspect  to  issue  our  Journal  punct- 
ually by  the  first  of  every  month. 

We  feel  grateful  to  our  friends  for  the 
Uberal  support  they  have  given.  With  their 
Msistance  we  can  make  the  improvements 
contemplated,  and  we  expect  to  be  able  to 
do  BO,  if  subscriptions  are  paid  promptly. 
Ife  desire  a  prompt  response  to  this  call  for 


payment.  We  are  not  begging.  If  you  do 
not  think  that  you  are  receiving  a  dollars 
worth  do  not  pay  it.  If  the  Journal  is  worth 
a  dollar  to  you  send  it  without  delay.  If  you 
wish  to  discontinue,  return  the  numbers  re- 
ceived and  we  will  return  postage  and  sub- 
scription also,  if  it  has  been  paid.  Back 
numbers  are  getting  scarce  and  we  shall 
hardly  ba  able  to  supply  the  demand  for 
them  from  new  subscribers  who  wish  the 
Observer  from  the  commencement  for  bind- 


ing. 


Were  we  to  publish  all  the  recommenda_ 
tions  received  it  would  fill  a  number.  We 
will  print  one  only. 

"In  it  you  present  many  a  practical  thought 
and  useful  fact  which  may  be  caught  and 
used  by  the  active  practitioner,  who  is  un- 
able, for  want  of  time  or  indisposed  by 
fatigue  or  habits,  to  wade  through  the 
tedious,  tiresome  essays  of  the  larger  jour- 
nals." 


el]uius;^^§oak|i:0tias. 


NEW    IIOMCEOPATHIC    PROVINGS. 

RECOMMENDATIONS   OP    PROFESSORS,     PHYSI- 
CIANS  AND   THE    PRESS. 

Geo.  W.  Betteley,  M.  D.,  Professor  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  Col- 
lege, says:  "Dr.  Hale's  new  work  on  our 
indigenous  remedies,  is  now  before  the  pro- 
fession. Those  who  require  their  mental 
food  to  be  perfectly  digested  for  them  be- 
fore they  can  assimulate  it,  may  be  disap- 
pointed by  its  ])erusa1,  but  they  should  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that  before  these 
medicines  can  be  as  thoroughly  understood 
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as  are  the  remedies  of  HahneraaDn,  an  equal 
amount  of  labor  and  study  must  be  expend- 
ed upon  tbem. 

That  our  indigenous  remedies  are  really  of 
more  value  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases 
peculiar  to  our  climate  than  those  of  foreia:n 
growth  is  the  positive  opinion  of  nearly,  per- 
haps quite,  all  who  have  used  them,  and  Dr. 
Hale  has  done  a  good  work  in  compiling  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  profedsion 
of  all  schools  in  relation  to  them ;  in  some 
cases  a  mass  of  crude  material  it  is  true, 
bat  if  it  contains  all  that  is  at  present  known 
upon  that  subject,  what  more  can  we  ask 
or  expect ;  let  us  not  refuse  to  eat,  because 
we  cannot  have  the  whole  loaf. 

2%tf  hook  is  valuable  and  suggestive  and  no 
physician  can  afford  to  he  withimt  it.  It  is 
gotten  up  in  good  style  and  is  a  credit  to 
Xhe  publisher." 

''  I  am  very  much  pleased  indeed,  with 
*he  *  New  Homoeopathic  provings.'  '*  "Just 
the  work  I  have  needed  for  a  long  time." 
•"You  have  given  us  a  much  better  work 
i;han  I  expected."  "  I  think  the  informa- 
vtion  given  in  reference  to  half  a  dozen  of 
the  remedies  are  richly  worth  double  its 
price."  "  An  admirable  pioneer  work — it 
'does  credit  both  to  editor  and  publisher." 

"I  think  that  the  work  is  au  excellent 
one.   It  fills  a  void  in  our  Materia  Medica." 

*'  Every  one  is  pleased  with  the  style  of 
the  book.  They  are  agreeably  disappointed 
with  its  appearance  and  the  amount  of 
matter  in  it." 

"Your  book  contains  one-fourth  more 
ithan  than  any  one  could  expec*i  for  the 
.price.  The  arrangement  of  the  matier  is 
;admirable.  I  discover  that  it  is  free  from 
Xhose  ^* shadows"  of  symptoms  so  common 
in  the  old  books.  Not  merely  giving  pure 
symptoms  but  also  the  pathological  condi- 
tion each  drug  is  capable  of  producing, 
renders  it  doubly  practical.  When  indi- 
genous remedies  are  fully  developed  by 
provings  on  healthy  persons,  disease  will 
stalk  around  at  midnight  only.  Doctors 
are  asleep ! 

NEW  REMEDIES:  Their  Pathogenic  Effects  and 
Therapeutical  ApplicaUon  InHomceopalhic  Prac- 
tice. By  Kdwln  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  late  Lecturer  on 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeuties  in  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  etc. 

The  author  of  this  volume  is  one  of  the 
most  eminent  and  popular  Homceopatliic 
physicians  of  this  city.  He  has  devoted 
himself  closely  in  this  woik  to  a  classifica- 
tion of  a  number  of  remedies,  mostly  indi- 
genous, but  few  of  which  have  had  any 
place  in  the  published  Materia  Medica  of 
the  Homoeopathic  school.  Not  the  least  in- 
teresting portion  of  the  work,  and  one  in- 
volving a  great  amount  of  labor  and  expe- 


rience, is  that  devoted  to  the  "  provings  "  of 
the  remedies  introduced,  of  which  the  great 
majority  have  never  been  proven  until  now. 
Physicians,  for  whom 'this  volume  has  been 
expressly  prepared,  will  appreciate  all 
effors  for  the  perfection  of  their  practice, 
and  accord  to  the  author  (editor)  all  the 
credit  which  so  valuable  and  complete  a 
work  has  a  right  to. — Chicago  Trihune. 


\XKdxa  flf  M^MtiiiL 


CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS-WHAT  ARE 
THEY  WORTH  1 

BY    J.    P.   MERBITT,  M.    D. 

It  is  a  true,  though  a  trite  saying,  that 
''  facts  are  stubborn  things."  If  it  were  not 
so — if  tbey  did  not  leave  behind  them  as 
they  pass,  a  record  of  their  own,  one  might 
be  misled  into  the  wildest  vagaries.  But 
"  he  who  runs  may  read  " — in  characters  so 
legible  has  the  hand  of  truth  made  her  re- 
cord. Shutting  our  eyes  to  the  logic  of 
past  events,  and  their  inevitable  teaobiogs 
one  would  suppose  that  the  human  intellect 
had  at  last  reached  that  towering  height, 
that  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished, 
where  disease  and  death  retire  before  the 
approach  of  the  Physician — like  the  vapors 
of  the  night  before  the  rising  sun.  Alas! 
for  the  title  to  a  name  for  professiooal 
superiority,  that  storied  urns  and  marble 
tablets  should  alike  chronicle  the  virtaes  of 
the  dead  while  living,  and  mutely  tell  in  the 
mental  ear  of  the  passer-by  'Thysican's  art 
was  vain." 

Let  the  reader  take  up  many  of  the  medi- 
cal perodicals  of  the  day,  and  he  will  see 
illustrations  of  the  truth  of  the  above, 
demonstrations  of  the  proposition  that  the 
legitimate  teachings  of  too  many  recorded 
clinical  cases  are,  that  no  failures  occur. 
The  conclusion  is  inevitable  (granting  the 
promises  ihey  give  us,)  that  they  never,  at 
least  very  rarely,  experience  the  chagrin 
consequent  upon  the  failure  of  their  drugs 
to  keep  disease  and  death  at  bay.  These 
are  obviously  the  influences  designed  for 
the  reader  to  draw.  But  let  the  writer  in- 
dulge a  fancy  sketch  and  there  decide,  dear 
reader,  if  fancy  has  not  availed  itself  of 
Photography  and  given  you  a  picture  of 
living  facts. 

Case  1st.  itis;  pulse  160  j  tongue 

dry  and  dark  with  sordes,  foetor  of  breath 
intolerable,  subsuUus  iendinwaa^  countenance 
Hippocratic,  surface  and  extremities  cold, 
cornea  glazed,  involuntary  evacuations  and 
general  relaxation  of  the  sphincters — in  this 
condition  of  things  the  patient  is  first  seen. 
Upon  carefully  grouping  the  symptoms  and 
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^tndiDg  the  pathogenesis  of  the  Panacea 
■9imp9reuranSf  a  remedy  heretofore  bnt  little 
used  in  the  disease  under  treatment,  because 
its  specific  powers  in  relation  to  the  peculiar 
phase  of  the  disease  here  presented  had  not 
been  discovered — is  administered  and  presto- 
change  !  Magically,  the  hue  of  health  in  a 
few  short  hours  succeeds  the  pallor  of  death, 
the  grateful  pressure  of  the  sick  man's 
phalanges — takes  the  place  of  the  sabsultus- 
tendinum,  and  the  grim  visaged  fiend  moves 
with  scythe  in  hand  for  the  harvest  field  of 
some  less  fortunate  doctor. 

Case  2d,  Very  similar,  except,   that  the 

disease  was  complicated  with  and 

-  and  occurred  in  a  person  of 


tuberculous  diathesis,  rendered  somewhat 
unfavorable  as  to  the  prognosis  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  intemperate  habits,  conjoined 
with  vital  powers  greatly  enfeebled  by 
sexual  indulgence,  and  syphilitic  sequelae. 
The  — itis  being  regarded  as  the  disease 
from  which  most  immediate  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  the  Panacea  iempercurana  being 
the  specific  for  that,  and  covering  the  side 
issues  in  the  case,  viz  :  the  tuberculosis  etc, 
etc,  etc,  as  well,  it  is  administered  with 
effects  equally  as  rapid  and  surprising  as  in 
case  No.  1. 

Case  Zd,  Idem. — And  so  on  with  a  half 
■score  or  more  of  similar  cases,  until  serious- 
ly speaking  now,  ones  credulity  is  loath  to 
bear  the  increasing  burden.  Perhaps  the 
Photogi*apb  is  slightly  colored  to  bring  into 
a  bolder  relief  the  features  of  the  cases.  In 
passing  through  the  camera  of  the  fancy 
It  may  be  that  the  features  have  been 
slightly  magnified,  but  certainly  none  have 
been  added. 

Medical  science  is  constituted  of  a  few 
central  cardinal  truths,  added  to  which  as 
they  have  rolled  along  down  the  pathway  of 
^centuries,  are  the  accretions  of  observed  and 
recorded  facts,  until  the  aggregate  of  medi- 
<»il  truths  has  assured  proportions,   in    a 
'Slight  degree  commensurate  with  its  semi- 
divine  mission.    Clinical  observations  and 
the  truths  deducible  therefrom  are  so  to 
speak  the  soil  into  which  science  strikes 
root,  and  thrives ;  but  mulched  at  the  root 
with    error    the    trunk    withers    and  the 
foliage  dies.     How  important  therefore  it 
becomes  that  we  should  distinguish  between 
the  apparent  and  the  real!    The  medical 
Bum  stands  as  the  unbiassed  witness  upon 
the  stand,  *'  to  tell  the  truth ^  the  whole  irnthy 
Md  nothing  but  the  truths    He  testifies  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  truth  against  error. 
If  he  has  succeeded  in  overcoming  disease 
— A01P  has  he  done  it  1    Indeed,  is  he  sure 
hid  has  done  it?    Might  is  not  have  been 
-only  a  cenicidence  ?    Has  he  witnessed  the 
results  of  any  considerably  extended  use  of 
his  chosen  remedial  agents  7    How  great  a 


share  of  the  work  was  accomplished  by  tha 
vis  medicatrix?  These  and  others  of  a 
kindred  nature  are  interrogatories  to  which 
he  must  give  categorical  answers.  He  tells 
us  that  he  did  not  strike  upon  the  rocks  of 
Scylla^  but  we  must,  know  if  he  was  not 
ensrulfed  in  the  breakers  of  Charybdis. 

It  is  quite  as  important  to  the  interests 
of  medicine,  that  failures  should  be  record* 
ed  as  well  as  successes.  The  marine  topo- 
grapher locates  sunken  rocks  and  coral  reefs 
as  well  as  safe  and  spacious  harbors. 

But  the  writer  would  not  be  misunder- 
stood. It  is  not  designed  to  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  true  progress,  or  to  imply  that 
new  remedies  are  to  be  discarded,  for  the 
reason  that  they  are  new.  But  he  would 
thus  enter  a  protest  against  the  encroach* 
ments  upon  the  domain  of  science  of  a 
growing  evil  of  our  day,  and  evil  felt  to  be 
on  the  increase.  In  our  impatience  to  move 
fast  may  we  not  make  the  "  worse  speed." 
Prove  ail  things,  says  the  Apostolic  sage- 
hut  not  only  this — he  commands  us  to 
•*  hM  fast  that  which  it  good:'  This  is  the 
sifting  process,  a  process  to  which  no  class 
of  men  have  more  need  to  subject  their 
work  than  the  medical  profession,  and 
especially  is  this  true  of  those  who  record 
clinical  observations. 

Let  the  writer  suggest,  therefore,  to  the 
contributors  to  your  journal,  a  record  now 
and  then  of  '^  uncured  cases"  embracing 
tho&e  in  which  both  the  Diagnosis  and  the 
indication  of  cure  were  in  doubt.  As  ap- 
posite to  the  matter  in  hand,  below  is  given 
the  records  of  a  case  in  which  the  Dignosis 
way  never  never  made  out  so  as  to  be  satis- 
factory. It  was  only  guessed  at.  It  re- 
mains to  this  day  surrounded  by  doubts 
which  a  post-mortetn  alone  could  have  clear- 
ed up. 

A  case  oi  suspected  Lumbar  Abscess :  Mrs. 
M.  aged  38,  of  scrofulous  diathesis,  married, 
was  seen  for  the  first  time  on  Thursday, 
October  30th,  1862.  From  her  history  of 
the  case  it  seems  she  had  suffered  much 
during  the  summer  with  lame  back,  pain  in 
the  back,  had  felt  weaker  than  usual,  in  a 
word  "  had  not  felt  well  aU  summer :'  For 
three  or  four  days  preceding  my  visit  had 
had  headache,  rigors  succeeded  at  irregular 
intervals  by  hot  flashes,  thirst  and  febrile  ex- 
citement. Pulse  110,  sk'n  hot  and  dfy, 
severe  pain  in  the  back  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys,  but  none  in  the  extremities  a  cir- 
cumstance, which,  at  the  time  removed  it 
out  of  range  of  the  probability  of  continued 
fever.  Tongue  much  inclined  to  dryness, 
with  a  strip  about  an  inch  and  a  half  wide 
extending  from  the  base  to  the  apex,  of  a 
color  cherry  red  verging  upon  brown. 
Treatment  Bryonia  and  China. 

Friday  10  a.  K,*-Pnlse  120 ;  tongue  dft-^ 
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cidedly  dry ;  circumscribed  flush  upon 
cheeks;  delirious  at  intervals  during  the 
night,  but  rational  at  the  time  of  the  visit, 
much  uneasiness,  eyes  injected  and  very 
bright.  Hyosciamus  added  as  an  intercur- 
rent, 

Saturdry  8  p.  m. — Pulse  small,  quick  and 
intermittent;  breathing  hurried,  40  to  the 
minute  ;  anxiety  of  countenance  ;  surface 
cool  and  clammy ;  abdomen  tender  upon 
pressure ;  bowels  tympanitic  ;  tenderness  of 
the  lumbar  region,  also  tenderness  at  the 
point  of  insertion  of  the  psoas  muscle  into 
the  femur;  had  cold  sweats  during  the 
whole  of  the  preceding  night.  Ars,  and 
Carbo  veg, 

9.  p.  M.—Returned,  and  in  10  minutes  after 
had  the  mortification  to  see  my  patient  die, 
after  being  confined  in  bed  only  thirty-six 
hours. 

In  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  ap- 
proximating a  conclusion  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  malady,  I  would  state :  That  during 
her  pregnancy  earljr  in  the  spring,  a  few 
weeks  before  her  confinement,  she  had 
erysipelas  of  the  face  which  extended  up 
over  the  scalp,  and  was  accompained  by 
constitutional  symptoms  of  such  severity  as 
to  excite  fears  that  she  would  die.  The 
child  to  which  she  give  birth  soon  after  bore 
unmistakeable  evidences  of  having  fully 
inherited  his  mothers  strumous  diathesis, 
and  subsequently  came  near  dying  from  a 
scrofulous  abscess,  which  nearly  surrounded 
the  whole  neck.  This  condition  of  the  child 
at  the  time  of  its  birth  and  for  several 
months  afterwards,  throws  some  light  upon 
the  case.  But  the  special  pathology  of  the 
disease  of  which  the  mother  died,  was  held 
in  doubt  and  is  to  this  day.  The  writer  did 
not  even  suspect  the  precise  nature  of  the 
disease  until  the  second  visit,  and  at  the 
the  time  of  makins:  the  third  she  died. 
Some  deductions  which  are  believed  to  be 
legitimate  and  the  failure  to  make  others 
which  might  have  been  made  must  be  left 
out  for  the  want  of  time,  upon  which  pro- 
fessional engagements  will  not  warrant  the 
writer  in  encroaching.  In  future  more  of 
these  uncured  cases  may  appear  if  the  indul- 
gence of  the  kind  editor  of  this  Journal  shall 
be  extended  as  it  has  already  been. 

[Our  columns  are  at  your  service. — Ed  ] 


EUPHORBIA  COBOLLATA  IN    DYSEN- 
TERY. 

A  Physician  writes:  "A  few  years  ago, 
we  had  a  great  deal  of  diarrhoea  among  all 
classes,  and  some  of  the  cases  proved  very 
obstinate  and  did  not  yield  readily  to  the 


ordinary  remedies.  My  student  told  me 
that  some  of  the  old  physicians  of  Detroit^ 
had  the  year  before  used  what  he  called 
Spurge,  (a  species  of  the  Euphorbia)  with 
the  most  gratifying  results.  He  found  the 
plant  and  made  a  tincture  of  the  top  of  the 
plant  and  used  it  empirically,  of  course. 
Two  or  three  drops  of  the  mother  tincture 
in  half  a  glass  of  water  was  the  preparation 
used.  I  never  found  any  thing  act  so  like  a 
charm,  curing  all  the  obstinate  and  difficult 
cases.  I  gave  some  to  my  friends  and  they 
were  delighted  with  its  effects.  Unfortun- 
ately I  broke  my  bottle  containing  the  tinc- 
ture, and  am  all  out.  We  have  a  dysenteric- 
diarrhoea  prevailing  here  which  gives  us 
much  trouble,  aa  it  does  not  yield  to  ordin- 
ary treatment,  at  least,  not  satisfactory.  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
Spurge  to  know  it  when  I  see  it,  and  I  can 
find  no  one  here  who  knows  it  at  all.  Can 
yon,  after  what  I  have  said,  help  us  to  some 
of  the  article. 

For  an  account  of  the  use  of  Euphorbia 
in  dysentery  see  "New  Homoeopathic  Prov- 
ings." 


Dr.  D.  B.  Whittier,  says:  "Dysentery, 
troubles  us  much  this  season.  Mucous, 
slimy  discharges  like  catarrh  of  bowels  with^ 
dysenteric  pains  and  other  characteristics, 
but  not  amenable  with  the  usual  remedies. 
Nux.  Coloc.  and  Ars.  answer  best,  but  none 
satisfactorily.  Will  some  one  give  us  a  word 
on  mucus  dysenteric  discharges  f 

We  would  direct    the^  attention  of  the 
Doctor  to  Mercur.  corros.  also  Leptandria.— 
For  an  account  of  the  use  of  the  latter  in_ 
Dysentery  see  pages  292  and  297  of  "  New^ 
Homoeopathic  provings"  edited  by  Dr.  Hale« 


Dr.  Jas.   D.  Tyrer,  says :     **  I  have  usc3 
the  vine  known  as  the  five  finger  leaf  in 
many  cases  of  flux,  and  always  with  good 
success.    It  resembles  the  strawberry  vine, 
except  that  the  leaves  are  longer  and  slim- 
mer.   It  is  the  only  vine  that  has  five  pro- 
jecting leaves.    It  usually  grows  in  localities. 
adapted  to  strawberrys. 

The  Doctor  doubtless  refers  to  the  ''  AoL- 
pelopsis  quinquefolia.'* 
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BUPATORIUM  PURPUREUM   IN 
DROPSY. 

BY   E.   M.   HALE,    M.   D. 

The  following  case,  illastrative  of  the 
powerful  curative  action  of  this  remedy  in 
Anasarca,  came  under  my  observation  in  the 
practice  of  Drs.  Hale  and  Smart. 

An  old  gentleman  who  had  twice  had  at- 
tacks of  dropsy,  the  lack  of  which  was  re- 
moved under  the  action  of  Apocynum  cann; 
<had  a  third  attack  more  severe  than  either 
previons  one.    Influenced  by  some  ofiScious 
friends,  he  placed  himself  under  Allopathic 
treatment,    though  he  had  recovered  well 
-under  the  homoeopathic  on  former  occasions. 
He  steadily  grew  worse  under  the  usual 
•dragging,  purging,  diuretics,  etc.,  until  he 
was  unable  to  lie  down,  or  move,  or  get  up 
from  his  chair.    Distressing  dyspnoea  set  in; 
■the  whole  body  and  extremities    became 
enormously  oedematous ;    the  secretion  Of 
urine  became  very  scanty,  only  three  cr  four 
'Ounces  in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  altogeth- 
er the  man  was  in  a  very  critical  condition. 

All  this  juncture,  Dr.  P.  H.  Hale  was  call- 
•ed.  Upon  examination  no  organic  disease 
of  the  heart,  kidneys  or  liver  was  discov- 
ered. The  urine,  however,  was  slightly 
albuminous.  The  pulse  was  feeble  but 
regular.  The  extremities  cold,  with  con- 
siderable general  prostration. >.  No  appetite, 
considerable  thirst,  and  a  slight  tendency  to 
ttspor,  (dullness  of  mind.) 

After  some  consultation,  and  partly  upon 
my  suggestion,  it  was  resolved  to  give  the 
•£opatorium  pur.  (commonly  known  as 
"  Queen  of  the  Meadow.") 

The  mother  tincture  was  given  in  drop 
doses  (8  or  10  at  first)  every  three  hours. 
In  twelve  hours  the  mine  was  sightly  in- 
creased In  twenty-four  hours  the  dyspnoea 
'Was  somewhat  ameliorated.  In  forty-eight 
hours  he  could  lie  down  with  comfort ;  and 
in  seventy- two  hours  he  walked  across  the 
Toom,  and  the  oedema  was  rapidly  disap- 
pearing from  his  body  and  limbs. 

For  three  weeks  this  man  had  been  plied 
with  Allopathic  remedies  after  the  approved 
ikshion,  and  now  we  see  all  the  worse  symp- 
toms removed  in  ihi'ee  datjs,  by  drop  doses 
"Of  a  simple  remedy.  This  is  even  better 
•Uum  giving  minute  doses  of  Arsenic,  Helle- 
bore, etc.,  after  the  routine  manner  of  some 
of  our  own  school.  The  use  of  the  Eupat. 
per.  in  dropsy  is  based  upon  purely  empiri- 
-ealdata,  but  of  such  a  reliable  character 
that  DO  hesitation  need  be  felt  in  resorting 
to  it.  It  is  even  better  than  Apocynum 
cauD,  in  many  cases,  and  I  think  its  efifects 
are  of  a  more  permanent  character. 

This  is  one  of  the  plants  selected  by  the 


Bureau  of  Provings  of  the  Western  Institute, 
to  be  subjected  to  a  thorough  proving.  We 
hope  to  receive  the  assistance  of  every 
physician,  who  can  possibly  aid  in  proving, 
or  who  will  collect  clinical  experience  with 
this  remedy.  All  that  is  now  known  of  this 
plant,  will  be  found  in  "New  Provings" 
lately  issued . 

Note. — Since  writing  the  above.  I  hear 
that  the  patient  above  alluded  to,  has  quite 
recovered  his  usual  health.  Hale. 


BRIEF  NOTES  ON  CASES  OF  DISEASE. 

TreaUd  hy  J.    H,  Nanhivell,  Jf.  R,  C.  8, 

Penzance, 

William  Richards,  aged  7.  This  case  was 
one  of  strumous  opthalmia,  principally  af- 
fecting the  eyelids,  which  were  inflamed 
and  thickened.  During  the  first  week  of 
treatment  he  took  Sulph,  3  night  and  mor- 
ning, without  any  perceptible  eSect.  ffepar 
was  then  prescribed  with  much  relief,  as  far 
as  the  intolerance  of  light  was  concerned, 
but  the  lids  remained  pretty  much  as  at 
first.  He  then  had  Arsenicum  3  for  about 
ten  days,  with  the  greatest  benefit :  the  lids 
regained  their  natural  healthy  state,  and  the 
photophobia  ceased. 

Elizabeth  Jane  Chapel,  aged  20.  Twelve 
years  since,  when  small  pox  was  prevalent, 
she  refuted  to  be  vaccinated  (had  never 
been  vaccinated) ;  she  took  small-pox,  had 
a  severe  attack,  and  has  ever  since  been 
stark  blind.  The  eyes  are  in  a  state  of  con- 
stant oscillation  ;  and  she  thinks  that  this  is 
caused  by  a  burning  pain  in  the  head,  which 
she  suffers  from  at  times — it  affects  the  fore- 
head and  vertex ;  when  the  pain  diminishes, 
the  rolling  of  the  eyes  is  less  marked.  She 
took  Nitx  votn.  8,  and  afterwards  Olonoine  8, 
with  great  relief  to  the  headache. 

James  R.,  aged  40.  Twenty-two  years 
since  he  had  severe  infiammation  of  the  left 
eye  and  utter  loss  of  sight ;  the  eye  is  now 
in  the  worse  state  of  staphyloma.  About  a 
month  before  I  saw  him,  his  right  eye  had 
also  become  diseased ;  and  with  a  credulity 
most  astounding,  he  trusted  for  relief  prin- 
cipally to  the  nostrums  of  a  herbalist. — 
When  I  was  called  to  this  poor  fellow,  I 
found  the  cornea  of  the  right  eye  perforated 
by  ulceration,  and  the  organ  rendered  useless. 
Here  are  two  cases  of  blindness,  not  the  less 
lamentable  from  their  being  caused  partly 
by  the  prejudices  and  unwittingness  of  the 
poor  sufferers  themselves. 

Ann  M.,  aged  18.  Psoas  abscess.  This 
case  is  so  far  interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  af- 
fords an  instance  of  the  (so  to  speak)  in- 
carceration of  pus  for  at  least  three  years, 
without  the  production  of  any  severe  con- 
stitutional symptoms.  The  above  named 
patient  was  seen  by  me  about  two  yeat% 
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since,  and  I  found  that  she  had  suffered 
from  angular  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  as 
the  result  of  this,  pus  had  formed  and 
gradually  found  its  way  to  the  saphenic 
opening  in  the  left  thigh.  Fluctuation  was 
Tery  distinct.  I  proposed  to  make  a  Yalvu- 
lar  or  buhcutaneous  opening,  so  as  to  evacu- 
ate the  matter,  or  at  least  a  large  portion  of 
it ;  but  the  girl  and  her  parents  were  very 
averse  to  any  operation,  and  nothing  has 
been  done.  The  patient  is  active,  cheerful, 
and  tolerably  healthy  ;  she  walks  about  and 
amuses  herself  with  her  domestic  occupa- 
tions ;  it  may  be  that  she  is  doing  better 
than  if  the  abscess  had  been  discharged. 

Jane  Tremellick,  aged  1  year.  Vaccin- 
nated  when  five  months  old  ;  was  hecUthy  he- 
"before  that  hut  never  thrived  afterwards  (how 
frequently  one  hears  a  similar  statement !). 
Two  months  since  had  measles ;  has  been 
very  ill  ever  since.  During  sleep  she  scalds 
and  bums  like  fire;  at  night,  shrieks  for 
hours,  and  is  like  a  child  convulsed  ;  has  a 
dreadful  cough ;  she  often  trembles  violent- 
ly; vomits  her  food.  The  lungs  were  much 
congested,  and  loud  bronchial  rhoncs  were 
heard  throughout  the  chest.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  consolidatioi/  of  pulmonary  tis- 
sues. She  had  Aconite  for  three  days,  when 
the  report  was  that  the  burning  and  heat  of 
the  sldn  had  disappeared ;  less  shrieking  at 
l^eht;  no  sickness;  some  sweating  whilst 
asleep.  The  child  then  took  Bryonia  12  for 
four  days,  after  which  the  mother  informed 
me  that  the  child  had  regained  hor  appetite, 
but  did  not  sleep  well.  She  afterwards  took 
C?Mm.  and  Fuh.^  when  I  was  informed  that 
the  little  patient  was  as  hearty  as  ever,  slept 
Well,  and  was  come  '*  clever." 

.  William  Charles  Harvey,  aged  18  months. 
Five  months  since  was  a  healthy  child,  and 
able  to  walk ;  he  then  got  the  measles,  and 
HQYT  is  quite  unable  to  stand  ;  his  appetite 
is  most  voracious,  and  he  has  bread  at  night 
to  satisfy  his  craving ;  diarrhoea  ;  food  pas- 
ses through  him  but  very  little  digested ; 
there  is  a  slight  cough. — June  1.  Rec. 
Cale,  earh»  3,  one  drop  three  times  a  day. — 
8th.  Bowels  less  tumid;  diarrhoea  less; 
and  the  child  has  walked  about  the  house  ! 
Continued  Calcarea. — 15.  Is  improving  daily, 
getting  stronger,  and  has  walked  or  rather 
"  run  away  "  out  of  the  house: — On  the  18th 
he  had  a  relapse,  and  took  Sulph,  30  ;  after 
which  he  again  mended,  the  Calcarea  was 
repeated,  and  he  soon  made  a  good  recov- 
ery. 

Elizabeth  M.,  aged  23.  I  relate  as  a  cu- 
rious one,  and  illustrative  of  the  '^  nimium 
dUigeniia  "  practice.  Seven  years  since  this 
young  woman  was  bitten  by  an  adder  in  the 
right  leg.  She  had  been  gathering  "  hurts  " 
on  a  down,  and  fell  on  a  viper,  which,  beiog 
thus  enraged,  turned  and  bit  her ;  she  felt 


most  acute  pain,  and  hastened  home.  Tett- 
hours  afterwards  when  the  limb  was  much 
swollen,  a  surgeon  excised  the  wounded 
part,  and  in  two  months  it  had  healed ;  but 
she  has  ever  since  been  subject  at  times  to 
an  ulceration  of  the  cicatrice.  She  had  a 
lotion  of  Calendula,  and  took  Lachesis,  Apis, 
and  Arsenicum,  but  only  with  partial  benefit. 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  rationale  for 
the  use  of  the  scalpel  in  the  above  instance,^ 
bearing  in  mind  the  time  which  had  elapsed, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  animal  poisons 
are  absorbed. 

Elizabeth  W.,  aged  43 ;  has  had  thirteen 
children.  For  some  months  has  had  pain 
in  the  right  breast,  which  shoots  throngh 
the  shoulder ;  legs  affected  with  lepra  vul- 
garis for  fourteen  years ;  bowels  much  re- 
laxed ;  evacuations  slimy ;  griping  pains  be- 
fore and  after  stool.  She  had  Mere,  corroe^ 
8,  and  did  not  return.*  I  was  struck  with  &■ 
remark  made  by  this  poor  woman^  and 
which  had  a  smack  of  philosophy  it  it,  tIje.: 
"  Well,  this  world  is  but  a  hospital,  and  we 
shall  all  die  in  it." 

Anasarca  from  a  Cold. — Agnes  H., 
aged  twenty-four,  unmarried.  Was  in 
good  health  until  seven  days  since;  was 
then  exposed  to  cold  rain.  The  next  day 
her  face  swelled,  and  she  felt  short  on  the 
breath ;  in  a  week  the  arms  and  legs  were 
stiff  and  much  swollen  ;  the  urine  very  scan- 
ty and  high  colored,  was  not  tested  for  al- 
bumen ;  no  pain  anywhere.  She  took  Ajpis 
m^lffica  3,  with  immediate  benefit ;  she  had 
also  a  few  doses  of  Dulcamara,  She  rapidly 
recovered,  and  her  own  impression  was  titiat 
the  bee-poison  was  the  alone  remedial  agent, 
the  Dulcamara  having  been  of  no  use  to  her. 
— British  Monthly  Som,  Review,  August  1864. 


PNEUMONIA. 

BT  L.  SHAFBR,  M.  n. 

Several  years  since  I  treated  two  casds  of 
pneumonia  which  terminated  fatally.    The 
immediate  cause  of  death  was  the  gradual' 
filling  up  of  the  air  cells  and  passages  with 
sero-mncus,   as  tenacious  as    melted  glue, 
and  which  the  patients  were  unable   to  ex- 
pectorate.   I  During  the  past  year  I  treated., 
two  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  in  which  the* 
same  symptoms  and  similar  to  the  abovcs 
were  developed. 

For  that  particular  condition  I  prescribed 
Belladonna  of  the  second  dec.  dll.  thre^ 
drops  in  ti^elve  teaspoonfuls  of  waie^ 
Dose,  a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour  till  th.  '^ 
urgent  symptoms  were  relieved.  After  ts-' 
king    the   remedy    copious    expeetoratlox^ 
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speedily  ensued,  and  in  due  time  both  made 
a  good  recovery. 

//  VARIvLA — Sabracenia  Pubpurea, 
f  BY  D.  J.  EASTOX,  M.  D. 

I  have  treated  twenty-seven  cases,  out  of 
which  but  two  died,  one  a  child  and  the 
other  an  aged  man.  In  both  of  these  cases 
the  eruption  was  beautifully  developed,  and 
I  certainly  believe  that  if  they  had  been 
properly  nursed  they  might  have  recovered. 
It  seems  to  act  as  a  purifier  of  the  blood, 
allays  the  fever,  and  lessens  the  other  suf- 
ferings which  prevail  in  small  pox.  I  cerr 
tainly  think  it  worthy  of  no^ce,  and  hope 
others  of  the  profession  will  try  its  eflSicacy 
in  this  loathsome  disease,  whenever  an  op- 
portanity  permits,  and  report  the  same 
throngh  the  **  American  Edmasopaihie  Obser' 


ter," 

Sabracbnia. — The  Palmer  (Mass.)  Jtmr- 
fuU  states  that  about  sixty  cases  of  small-pox 
and  Tarioloid  have  been  treated  at  the  State 
Ahns-House  during  the  past  three  months, 
with  but  a  single  fatal  result,  and  that  was 
in  the  case  of  a  man  who  was  taken  there 
in  the  last  stages  of  the  disease,  from  a 
neighboring  town. 

For  farther  information  concerning  the 
Strracenia  see  page  884  of  "  New  Homoeop- 
athic provings." 

We  present  extracts  from  the  Annual  an- 
nouncements of  our  various  collegiate  insti- 
tntions.  The  Cleveland  professors  say  that 
'*  homoeopathic  physicians  are  everywhere 
injdemand."  We  learn  that  this  is  true  of 
the  West,  and  we  hope  the  remark  is  equally 
applicable  to  the  eastern  section  of  the 
country.  We  cannot  get  hotnoBopathie  physi- 
eiana  here  to  fiU  the  demand.  This  should 
encourage  students  to  dilligent  pursuit  of 
their  studies  that  they  may  become  quali- 
fied to  fill  the  places  which  are  waiting  for 
them.  Students  enquire  of  us  "  which 
tchool  shall  I  attend.*'  We  cannot  make  a 
direct  reply  to  such  enquiries.  Each  school 
has  something  attractive  to  present  which 
8  peculiar  to  itself.  Students  can  read  the 
announcements  and  advertisements  in  our 
advertising  columns  and  then  direct  their 
enquiries  to  the  several  Deans. 


NEW  YORK  HOMCEOPATHIC  COLUSGE. 

EoUract  from  Fifth  Anntud   Prospectus  and 
Announcement, 

*'  Notwithstanning  the  depressing  infiuen- 
ces  incident  to  the  civil  war  now  desolating 
our  beloved  country,  this  institution  baa 
steadily  increased  in  strength,  and  is  daily 
winning  the  respect  and  confidence  of  an 
enlightened  people. 

"  The  Faculty,  actuated  by  no  mercenary 
or  selfish  motives,  have  entered  upon  thi» 
good  work  with  an  earnest  and  hopeful  zeal 
to  place  this  Institution  upon  the  broad  and 
elevated  platform  of  an  enlightened  and 
progressive  medical  science,  in  the  hope  that 
it  shall  be  unsurpassed  by  any  ^Medical  In* 
stitution  in  the  country,  in  the  completeness 
of  its  curriculum  of  instruction,  and  in  its 
practical  advantages  for  acquiring  a 
thorough  and  accomplished  medical  educa- 
tion. 

"  While  the  distinctive  touching  of  this 
Institution  has  for  its  fundamental  basia  the 
law  *  Simdiia  nmiitbus  curanturj*  the  student^^ 
nevertheles  will  be  familiarized  with  the 
philosophy  of  the  entire  history  of  the  med- 
ical science,  with  all  its  teachings  and  prac- 
tical lessons  are  promulgated  in  our  best 
standard  works ;  thus,  the  student  secures 
not  only  the  same  advantages  afforded  in 
any  other  Medical  College,  but  the  addition- 
al one  of  a  careful  and  borough  instruction 
in  the  great  principles  of  that  advanced 
philosophy,  which  has  within  the  past  few 
years,  so  rapidly  changed  and  elevated  the 
character  of  the  medical  profession.  This 
institution  occupies,  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  a  position  equal  to  that  of  any  other 
Medical  Institution ;  and,  by  a  special  Act 
of  the  Legislature,  has  secured  the  right  to 
its  students,  in  common  with  students  of 
other  medical  colleges,  to  walk  the  wards  of 
Bellevue  Hospital,  and  all  the  great  public 
charities  on  BlackwelPs  and  Eandall^s 
Islands,  thronged  as  they  are  with  hundreds 
of  diseased  and  sufierinK  poor,  and  where 
almost  every  disease  with  which  the  human 
system  is  afflicted,  may  be  seen  and  studied 
in  its  varied  stages." 


HAHNEMANN  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

ExtrcLct  from  Fifth  Annual  Announcement, 

The  Fifth  Annual  Session  of  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  will  open  on  the  10th  of 
October  next,  and  will  uninterruptedly  con- 
tinue until  the  1st  of  March  following.  The 
General  Introductory  will  be  delivered  by 
Professor  Beebe.  The  curriculum  of  in- 
struction embraces  all  the  positive  Sciences 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery.  In  order  to  sys- 
tematize the  daily  exercises  of  the  College 
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in  a  way  that  will  secnre  tlie  greatest  ad- 
vantage for  the  Students,  the  labor  is  divi- 
ded into  eight  departments,  each  of  which 
will  be  represented  by  an  experienced  and 
competent  teacher. 

The  spirit  of  progress  that  seems  to  ani- 
mate the  present  age,  is  by  no  means  want- 
ing under  the  present  arrangement  in  this 
Institution.  The  various  branches  will  be 
taught  and  illustrated  by  means  of  the 
black-board,  drawings,  manikins,  models, 
and  skeletons,  together  with  demonstrations 
from  the  recent  subject,  microscopic  exhi- 
bitions, fresh  specimens  of  medicine,  miner- 
als, plants  and  chemicals. 

The  Museum  is  supplied  with  philosophi- 
cal and  chemical  apparatus  and  engravings, 
together  with  dry  and  wet  preparations,  il- 
lustrative of  particular  facts  and  operations 
in  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  Pathology,  Anatomy, 
d:c. 

In  view  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
Clinical  instruction,  (the  city  hospital,  in 
which  our  school  expected  to  have  partial 
control,  being  at  present  occupied  for  mili- 
tary purposes,)  a  new  and  successful  effort 
has  been  made  to  organize  a  clinical  depart- 
ment of  the  College,  that  the  students  may 
be  provided  with  that  which  is  no  less  valu- 
able in  the  way  of  instruction  than  they 
would  acquire  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital. 

It  is  therefore  announced  that  the  Dis- 
pensary in  connection  with  the  College  will 
be  open  one  hour  each  day  for  the  reception 
of  patients,  under  the  supervision  of  Prof. 
Ludiam,  aided  by  other  physicians ;  to 
which  the  students  will  be  admitted  free  of 
charge.  Professor  Beebe  will  hold  a  Surgi- 
cal Clinic  every  Saturday,  and  Professor 
Ludiam  will  give  a  Clinical  Lecture  every 
Wednesday,  from  1  to  3  p.  m.  during  the 
term.  Judging  from  the  present  interests, 
from  ten  to  thirty  patients  will  apply  for 
medical  aid  daily,  thus  providing  in  a  meas- 
ure for  clinical  experience. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  an- 
nouncement that  no  efforts  have  been  spared 
to  render  the  College  in  all  respects  desira- 
ble and  acceptable  to  the  profession,  and 
that  facilities  for  pursuing  wide  range  of 
scientific  studies  are  daily  provided  for. 


CLEVELAND  HOMOEOPATHIC  COLLEGE. 
Extract  from  Announcement. 

The  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  Cleve- 
land Homoeopathic  College  congratulate  its 
friends  and  patrons  on  the  highly  gratifying 
evidence  of  its  continued  prosperity. 

We  have  from  year  to  year  advanced  our 
standard  of   scholarship ;     improved    and 
multiplied     our     means    of    instruction ; 
strengthened  our  corps  of   teachers ;   and  I 
steadily  increased  our  number  of  students.  * 


Our  class  at  the  last  session  was  larger  than 
any  year  before  in  the  history  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  ranked  without  a  parallel  in  char- 
acter and  scholarship. 

Homoeopathy  is  rapidly  gaining  favor 
with  the  public.  Homoeopathic  Physicians 
are  everywhere  in  demand.  Inducements 
for  entering  the  profession  were  never  so 
great. 

This  marked  progress,  in  view  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  which  has  embarrassed 
more  or  less  nearly  all  the  institutions  of 
learning  in  the  land,  is  surely  auspicious  for 
the  future,  and  carries  its  own  rebuke  to  the 
unfair,  illiberal  and  exclusive  patronage 
which  has  been  given  by  the  Government  to 
to  the  members  of  only  one  medical 
school. 

The  main  return  which  the  professors  in 
our  colleges  raceive  for  their  expenditure  of 
much  time,  labor  and  money,  is  the  con- 
sciousness of  doing  something  for  the  in- 
dication and  advancement  of  the  good 
cause.  The  Colleges,  therefore,  can  appeal 
to  the  Profession.  Its  true  exponents  Uiey 
have  a  right  to  claim  its  exclusive  favor  and 
patronage,  and  a  no  less  right  to  rebuke 
the  looseness  of  opinion  which  makes  Hom- 
oeopathic physicians  indifferent  as  to  what 
School  of  Medicine  they  befriend. 

There  is  s  demand  for  a  greater  sympathy 
between  the  Colleges  and  the  Profession. 
Let  the  profession  take  pains  to  fill  the  Col- 
leges with  judiciously  selected  students,  and 
the  Colleges  will  be  quickened  and  strength- 
ened for  the  great  and  arduous  work. 

We  take  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  as- 
sure mediceU  men  that  the  Cleveland  Hom- 
oeopathic College  is  thoroughly  prepared  to 
qualify  worthy  young  men  in  all  which 
pertains  to  a  comprehensive  Medical  educa- 
tion. 

Our  Hospital  privileges  will  be  greater 
than  ever  before. 

By  the  liberality  of  Bishop  Rappe  this 
school  will  be  admitted  to  the  new  Charity 
Hospital  on  equal  terms  with  the  other  Med- 
ical Schools  of  the  city.  She  same  is  true 
of  the  U.  S.  Military  Hospital. 

Owing  to  the  large  increase  of  our  popu- 
lations especially  in  the  interests  of  manu- 
factory, our  Dispensary  Clinic,  will  be  great- 
er than  ever  before. 


HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF 

MISSOURI. 

Extract  from  Third  Annual  Circular. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  unhappy  con- 
dition of  the  country,  and  even  with  the 
calamity  of  civil  war  prostrating  the  energy 
of  all  institutions,  whether  commercial  or 
scientific,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri 
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li«TO  detennloed  with  renewed  effort,  to 
OTr7  forward  the  enterprise  they  have  in- 
insuaraud,  and  which  ihus  far  haa  proved 
80  Batigfactory  to  the  clasaps  heretofore  id 
attendance  upon  the  colleoe. 

The  third  annnil  conrso  of  lectiirea  of  the 
initJtntion  will  be  commenced  nader  more 
AiTorable  aasplcea  than  either  of  the  fore- 
.gmag,  though,  as  will  be  perceived,  an  en- 
tire change  of  organization  baa  been  eSected 
in  the  Faculty. 

By  referring  to  the  namea  of  the  Profes- 
BOnt,  it  will  be  found  that  they  are  reiidentt 
ef  the  city  of  St.  Louia,  a  fact  eafficieat  in  it- 
■elf  to  auarantee  to  the  studeot  beoitlahitt 
io  Che  order  of  exercises.  As  to  the  capa- 
bility of  those  occupying  the  reipective 
chiira,  judgment  can  aloiie  be  passed  by 
those  who  jiateu  to  their  leachinsa,  attend 
the  aiamlDations,  walk  the  wards  of  the 
hospitals,  and  recaiye  the  degree  of  the 
College. 

Those  who  desire  to  obtain  a  thorough 
medfcal  educatioD,  will  he  pleased  to  learn 
dut  the  new  and  commodiouaOood  iSamari- 
Uh  Hospital,  one  of  tiie  largest  aod  best  ar- 
ruiged  institutions  in  the  country,  po&aes- 
■ing  accommodations  for  two  hundred  pa- 
limtB,  and  brvini;  all  appointmeDta  for  madi- 
c»l,  sargical  and  ophthalmic  clinics,  ia 
opened  for  the  benefit  of  Ibe  students  of  the 
college,  and  that  begulah  clinics  will  be 
bolden  in  the  dilferent  departments  by  the 
Physicians  of  the  Institution. 

Id  addition  to  this  a  large  Military  Hos- 
pital, under  the  immediate  and  entire  con- 
trol of  one  o(  the  Professors,  will  be  opsn 
Ui  tbe  class  in  attendance.  In  this  institu- 
HoB  there  are  from  125  to  150  cases  iier 
month.  All  the  diaeases  and  injuries  Inci- 
AwA  to  camp  life  will  he  brought  to  the  no- 
Uce  of  the  student,  who  will  be  enabled  to 
obwrve  the  eSccts*  of  HomoiopBtbic  Medi- 
dne  in  this  very  important  claes  of  dis- 
ttses. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Professor  of  Sur- 
E*iTi  to  give  especial  attention  to  gun  shot 
jqnries  and  their  conaeqaences,  and  he  wttl 
iUnilrate  the  coarse  by  wet  preparation  pre- 
pared by  himself  during  his  term  of  bcrvice 
in  the  army. 

BOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF 
PEMNSYLVANIA. 
We  learn  from  the  Amer.  Horn.  Review 
Utit  the  ITth  Annual  announcement  of  this 
college  has  been  issued.  We  hare  not  tieen 
fiwored  vfiib  a  copy. 


for  the  Medical  Education  of  Women.  The 
New  York  college  presents  many  attroQ- 
tioES  to  those  who  wish  to  qualify  them- 
Eelvei  for  treating  the  diseases  to  which 
their  sex  is  particularly  subject.  We  are 
very  well  satisfied  that  there  is  a  peculiar 
fitness  in  this  ;  and  in  no  other  college, 
that  we  know  ot,  do  wa  think,  a  woman  can 
obtain  better  facilities  for  the  acquisition 
of  requisite  knowtedae  than  in  the  one  we 
are  now  referring  to.  We  hear  Mrs.  Lozior 
recommended  very  strongly  indeed,  and  we 
know  that  Professors  Ellis,  Dunham  and 
colleagnes  are  well  qualified  for  their  re- 
spective chairs. 


After  a  desperate  struggle  against  numer- 
ous obstacles.  Miss  Qarratt  has  at  last  found 
her  way  to  a  medical  examining  board,  has 
passed  her  first  examination,  and  become 
what  our  cotemparary  the  Lancet  was  pleased 
to  designate  the  "  Pet  of  the  apothecaries." 
Without  pretending  to  know  loo  mnch  of  the 
secrets  cf  an  examining  board,  we  may 
state  that  Miss  Qarratt's  examination  re- 
flects npon  her  the  highest  possible  credit, 
and  that  in  both  the  written  and  oral  parts 
of  it  she  displayed  an  accuracy,  a  precision 
and  abreadtb, which  surprised  the  examiners, 
and  which  are  rarely  seen  in  the  court.  In 
chemistry  she  wrote  an  essay  on  the  mean- 
ing of  the  torm  "  specific  gravity,"  enter- 
ing most  carefully  and  minutely  into  the 
rationale  of  the  process,  and  (applying  cTeo 
the  mathematical  formulEe  for  calculation. 
She  wrote  a  second  essay  on  isomorphiam 
and  isouieriem,  adducing  copious  illustra- 
tions of  isomorphic  and  isomeiic  bodies,  and 
giving  the  modern  view  on  those  points.  In 
anatomy,  she  described,  we  believe,  withont 
a  aingle  error,  one  of  the  moat  difficult  por- 
tions of  the  brain;  and  in  physiology  abe 
rendered  with  equal  skill  and  perfection  an 
account  of  respiration,  This  was  the  writ- 
ten ordeal.  In  the  oral — botany,  materia 
medica,  the  uses  and  composition  of  drngs, 
itnatomy,  physiology,  and  chemietry,  were 
subjects  of  trial ;  in  all  of  which  she  evinced 
an  equally  Bound  advancement,  and  we 
know  that  the  examiners  were  apecially 
struck  with  the  fact,  that  while  Miss  Gar- 
rett's learning  was  so  well  shown,  tha  man- 
ner iu  which  it  was  displayed  Wds  collected, 
natural,  and  tinged  with  no  approach  to 
affectation.  When  we  consider  tbe  immense 
iifBcultiea  under  which  this  yoang  lady  has 
acquired  her  knowledge ;  when  wo  state 
what  we  are  assured  is  the  fact,  that  her 
leaaons  in  anatomy  have  been  taken  almost 
at  midnight,  when  all  the  male  students  had 
departed )  and  wbeu  we   are  informed  that 
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at  this  moment  she  is  actually  acquiring  her 
hospital  practice  in  the  humble  capacity  of 
a  nurse  at  the  "  London,"  we  cannot  admire 
too  heartily  the  perseverance,  courage,  and 
self-sacrifice  that  have  been  manifested. 
Miss  Garratt,  in  our  opinion,  deserves,  and 
has  fully  earned,  admission  to  the  same  hon- 
ors as  any  other  pi*aise-worthy  student  of 
medical  science  and  art,  and  we  think  it  the 
narrowest  policy  for  any  college  or  board 
to  refnsd  her  examination.  We  make  the 
above  observations,  still  holding  an  opinion 
which  we  have  before  expressed,  that  it  is 
quite  an  open  question  whether  women  gen- 
erally can  follow  medical  practice  as  a 
means  of  livelihood ;  but  we  contend  that 
they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  try.  Then  if 
their  efforts  fall  through  of  themselves 
there  is  no  one  to  blame.  But  flatly  to  deny 
them  the  opportunity  of  making  the  attempt 
is  simply  to  excite  a  public  sympathy  which 
scarcely  can  be  said  to  be  misdirected,  and 
which  is  far  more  injurious  to  the  medical 
profession  at  large  than  the  introduction 
into  their  ranks  of  any  number  of  female 
practitioners. — Social  Science  Meview, 


Irottnjs. 


PROVING  OF  GNAPHALIUM. 

Speeiea :  Polycephalum,  Uligioosum,  Mar- 
garitaceum. 

English  Synonyms:  White  Balsam,  Indian 
Posy,  Sweet-scented  Life-everlasting,  Old 
Field  Balsam,  Cud  Weed. 

Natural  Order :  Asteracese. 
^SesSyat:  Syngenesia  superflua. 

The  plant  is  indigenous,  herbaceous,  and 
annual,  with  an  erect,  whitish,  woolly,  and 
branching  stem,  from  a  few  inches  to  a  foot 
high.  The  leaves  are  alternate,  sessile,  lin- 
ear-lanceolate, acute,  entire,  scabious  above, 
whitish  and  woolly  beneath.  The  flowers 
are  yellow  and  tubular ;  in  heads  clustered 
at  the  top  of  the  panicled,  corymbose 
branches , 

The  Gnaphalium  was  formerly  deemed  to 
contain  three  species,  as  indicated  above : 
but  the  G.  margarataceum  more  properly 
belongs  to  the  class  Antenaria ;  and  it  was 
reckoned  a  member  of  this  genus  more  from 
its  general  similiarity  than  from  any  strict 
botanical  resemblance.  Moreover,  the  only 
perceptible  difference  between  the  G.  poly- 
cephalum end  the  uliginosnm  seems  to  be 
in  development ;  the  former  being  more  per- 
fect, and  thus  may  be  considered  the  proper 
type  of  the  genus. 

SUtory, — It  is  found  in  all  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, in  old  fields  and  dry  barren  lands,  in 
old  gravel-pits,    by  the  roadside,  &c.    It 


flowers  in  July  and  August,  bearing  a  whit- 
ish-yellow flower.  The  leaves  have  a  pleas- 
ant, aromatic  smell,  and  an  aromatic,  slight- 
ly bitter,  and  astringent  taste« 

Allopathically,  it  has  been  recommended 
as  a  diaphoretic  ;  also  in  quinsy,  and  in  va- 
rious pulmonary  diseases;  in  leucorrhcea, 
and  in  diseases  of  the  bowels.  The  officinal 
preparation  is  an  infusion.  It  has  been, 
applied  as  a  fomentation  to  bruises,  indolent 
tumors,  &c. 

The  fresh  juice  has  been  deemed  anti- 
aphrodisiac. 

From  the  provings  which  have  been  made, 
we  are  led  to  believe  that  its  sphere  of  ac- 
tion is  not  extensive ;  that,  in  its  action  on 
the  healthy  system,  it  is  generally  slow, 
though  its  curative  effect  are  manifested  with 
promptness.  Its  sphere  of  action  seems  to 
be  in  those  diseases  dependent  upon  an  irri> 
tated  or  relaxed  condition  of  the  alimentary 
canal, — such  as  diarrhoea,  cholera-morbus, 
cholera-infantum,  and  especially  the  diar- 
rh<»as  of  children  occurring  during  the  heat 
of  summer,  and  characterized  by  copious 
watery  and  exhausting  discharges,  with  or 
without  griping  or  nausea,  and  which  fre- 
quently prove  so  intractable  during  denti- 
tion. This  conclusion  is  not  merely  theoret- 
ical, but  has  been  conflrmed  by  the  experi- 
ence of  many  physicians  of  Boston  and 
vicinity. 

In  the  following  provings  we  have  indi- 
vidualized each  case,  and  given,  as  exactly 
as  possible,  the  order  in  which  the  symptoms 
occurred.  V 

Proving  by  Dr.  Woodbury, — ^Aged  twenty- 
nine  ;  dark  hair  and  eyes ;  in  perfect  health. 
Sept.  10, 1860,  took,  one  hour  after  break- 
fast, fifteen  drops  of  a  saturated  tincture 
of  G.  ulig.  Experienced  during  the  day 
unusual  rumbling  {borborygmus)  in  the  bow- 
els, with  slight  griping  pains :  in  the  eve- 
ning, a  diarrhceic  stool,  with  uneasiness  in 
the  bowels  until  falling  asleep.  11th  and 
12th,  no  symptoms ;  natural  stool  as  usual. 
13th,  took  twenty-five  drops  on  retiriog  at 
nigbu  14th,  diarrhceic  stool  early  in  the 
morning,  and  a  second  before  noon,  with 
pain  and  rumbling  in  the  abdomen,  dimin- 
ished urine,  loss  of  appetite  and  taste.  15th, 
bowels  constipated ;  no  stool ;  urine  natu- 
ral, also  appetite  and  tasta.  16th,  took  fifty 
drops  on  retiring  at  night ;  diarrhceic  stool, 
very  copious  and  watery  before  morning, 
and  two  before  noon  of  the  17th.  Nausea 
and  pain  in  the  abdomen  of  the  16th  ;  urine 
scanty  as  before.  18th,  dark-colored,  liquid, 
offensive  stool  at  the  usual  hour  in  the  mor- 
ning :  the  pain  in  the  bowels  continued 
nearly  all  day.  19th,  bowels  constipated, 
no  pain,  appetite  and  taste  natural.  20th, 
ditto.  2l8t,  bowels  natural  again.  22nd, 
took  a  half-ounce  of  the  G.  x>olycephalum  at 


AMERICAN    HOM(EOPATHIO    OBSERVER.  139 

« 

night  on  retiring.    Three  loose  and  watery  MEDICINE  NOT  AN  ART. 

dlBchargeg,  with   great  pain    and    nanftea,       ..Medicine  ia  not  an  art,  reared  up  by  the  phU. 

toefore  momlDg.    28rd.   profuse   diarrhoea,  osopher  in  his  closet;  it  is  not  a  system  depending 

attended,  attended  with  great  pain  in  the  upon  laws  mathematically   worked  out,  but  a 

abdomen  all  day  ;  nrine  scanty  and  red  as  grand  embodiment  of  facts,  obtained  by  experi* 

before  ;  great  weakness  and  prostration  as  enoe,  observations,  tests,  and  patient  trials,  and 

the  resnlt  of  the  diarrhoea.    24th,  dischar-  as  such  worthy  of  its  most  devoted  and  exalted 

gea  more    natural ;    less  pain.      25th,   no  practitioners  and  patrons.    The  effects  of  medici> 

symptoms  ;  bowels  natural.  ^^  agents  in  the  management  of  disease  have 

I  now  discontinued  my  experiments  upon  ^«!»'  and  will  continue  t»  be,  ascertained  and 
myself^  I  found  that  the  increased  do^  ^:^^:: ^:::^li^^  ^^^^^^^ 
produced  no  new  symptoms,  but  only  m-  oftest  and  trial.  By  Ihat  kind  of  reflection  and 
creased  to  an  uncomfortable  degree  those  reason  may  I  ask,  could  the  conclusion  have  been 
developed  by  the  previous  and  smaller  attained  that  ether,  by  being  inhaled,  would  pro- 
doses,  duce  perfect   unconoiousness,  and  perfect   free- 

Mrs.  S .—Gave  fifteen  drops  to  each  dom   from   suffering   during    the  most   severe 

of  three  children,   aged   respectively  four,  and  prolonged  surgical  operational    How  long 

«ix,  and  eight  years,  and  on  retiring  at  night,  would  sick  and  suffering  humanity  have  been 

The  two  older  children  had  diarrhcelc  dis-  denied  the  greatest  boon    of  modem   medioaJ 

cbarses  in  the  morninff    and  several  times  discovery  if  it  had  waited  for  the  discovery  of  tne 

Anrina  i\Mx  /lov    fMWi*n«     o^fnn^o/i    ^ifK  ausBsthetic  offccts  of  the  vapor  of  ether,  uutil  "16- 

dnring  the  day    following,    attended  with  ^     .  „  ^j^ne  should  have  worked 

great  irascibility  of  temper  and  pain  m  the  ^^^  ^^  wonderful  power  over  the  economy?    Bx« 

,  bowels.    The  youngest  had  vomiting  and  periment  test,  trial,  did  the  work,  and  humanity 

purging,  like  cholera-morbus,  before  mor-  ^aps  the  rich  harvest  from  the  labors  of  the 

nhig ;  and  the  purging   continued  through  practieal.experimental,  pains-taking,  trial-making 

the  next  day,  at  intervals    of   increasing  physician,  and  not  from  the  mere  theorist    And 

length.  here,  en  passant^  I  cannot  but  remark  how  vain 

"bk  all  three  cases,  constipation,   continu-  have  been  the  efforts  of  those  who,  depending 

ing  two  or  three  days,  succeeded  diarrhoea ;  ^P®"*  "reason  and  reflection"  alone,  labored  to 

during  which  time  the  children  were  indif-  PJ^^^  *^®  injurwus,  unsafe,  nay  deadly  effects  of 

ferent,  almost  to  aversion,  to  food,  and  very  J^^^*?t''°'i  ♦?    /%*®  crushing  evidence  of 
irritftble  "  finely  spun  arguments  of  the 

^L,      \..ij  „,      ,,,  ,    .  mere  reasoner  gave  way,  and  another  established 

The  children  were  all  healthy  and  strong,  f^^t  waa  added  to  medioine."--DB.  A.  Nebinqbr. 

Mrs.  S.,  aged  forty  years,  mother  of  the 

little  provers  just  mentioned,  has  dark  hair  

and  eyes,  uniformly  well,  but  inclined  to 

constipation;  took,  first  ten,  then    fifteen 

then  twenty-five,  drops  of  the  Q.  ulig.  tine, 

without  perceptible  effect ;  then  took  sixty 

drops,  which  caused    a  copious  diarrhoeic  j^  DROP  OF  LIQUID 

discharge,    preceded    and    attended    with       ^,  ...  .  * 

nausea,  pain  and  rumbling  in  the  bowels.  ^  ^'^^^  medical   men    prescribe  so  many 

The  pain  and  horhorygmus    continued  for  ^^*^P*  ®^  *^y  "^"^^  *o  *''^®»^  patients,  they 

two  days.    She  declined  lo  experiment  any  °^*y  ^^^  ^  aware  that  they  do  not  always 

f^ljQf  prescribe  the  same  quantity.    On  this  sub- 

The  medicine  was  taken  by  two  other  J®^*  ^®  ^^?  *°  interestingr  paper  by  T.  Tate, 

provers;  but  no  new  svmptoms  were  elici-  Esq.,  in  this  month's  "  Philosophical  Maga- 

ted,  although  most  of  those  already   stated  2^°®'"  "^  which  he  shows  thatthe  magnitude 

were  confirmed  bv  them.  ^^  *  ^^^P  depends  upon  various  circumstan- 

Dr  Chase  made  several  nrovinaa  of  this  ^^^  generally  not  taken  into  account.    First,. 

^ J;I*  Xv^!f t;^!ri^  ir  J     P^°V°S*  ^V    f  as  to  ^^^  apparatus  used  by  him  for  his  ex- 

^TSrn^^     L  .  «  r  i^wl  ^""'^  periments,  it  consists  of  a  vertical  tube  AB 

to  sixty  drops;  the  results  of  which  were  ^^^eiving  the  liquid  at  A  from  a  vessel  0, 

fully  confirmatory  of  those  already  stated,  delivering  it  at  B  into  a  vessel  D.    The  ye^ 

?^^%f  1  w'L^7nt  w  "^  ^''''''''^'  °'^''  ^^  ^^^^^  ^y  «^«*"«  of  which  the  liquid  passes 

Dr.  Talbot  and  others.  ^^^^  ^.^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^p  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^_ 

Highly  satisfactory  clinical  results,  in  ac-  ico,  which  acts  as  a  syphon.    The  apparat. 

cordance  with  the  above  pathogenesis,  have  us  was  so  adjusted  that  the  interval  of  time 

been    furnished    by    Dra   Gregg,  Walker,  between  the  falling  of  any  two  consecutive 

Scales,  Talbot,  Chase  and  others  ;  in  whose  drops  was  not  less  than  forty  seconds.    The 

hands  it  was  remarkably  successful  in  the  lower  end  B   of  the    dropping-tube    was 

treatment  of  choleia-infantum  and  kindred  brought  to  a  point,  and  then  formed  into  a 

diseases.— (PttWiw^iofis  of  Matsachutettt  Horn,  gharp  edge,  so  that  the  tube  at  the  part  in 

Society.)  contact  with  the  liquid  might  be  regarded 

as  infinitely  thin.    From  five  to  ten  dropa^ 


istrikuj. 
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were  allowed  to  fall  into  D,  which  was  then 
weighed,  by  which  means  the  weight  of 
each  drop  was  ascertained.  In  order 
to  determine  the  weight  of  the  drop 
corresponding  to  different  temperatures, 
tl^e  dropping-tube  was  inserted  in  a  wide 
brass  tube  passing  through  a  hot-water 
bath,  so  that  the  drop  of  liquid  as  it  was 
being  formed  might  attain  the  same  temper- 
ture  as  the  water  surrounding  the  wide  tube. 
From  the  experiments  made  with  this  appar- 
atus it  appears — 1,  that  other  things  be- 
ing the  same,  the  weight  of  a  drop  of 
liquid  is  proportional  to  the  diameter  of  the 
tube  in  which  it  is  formed,  but  not  of  its 
orifice,  provided  the  diameter  does  not  ex- 
ceed seven- tenths  of  an  inch,  in  which  case 
the  liquid  falls,  but  not  in  the  shape  of  a 
regular  drop ;  2,  that  the  law  just  enuncia- 
ted has  a  remarkable  relation  to  the  capilli- 
arity,  the  weight  of  the  drop  being  in  pro- 
portion to  the  weight  of  water  which  would 
be  raised  in  that  tube  of  capillary  action  ; 
S,  that  the  augmentations  of  weight  are  in 
proportion  to  the  diameters  of  the  surfaces 
on  which  the  drops  are  formed ;  4,  that  the 
weight  of  a  drop  of  liquid,  other  things 
being  the  same,  is  diminished  by  an  increase 
of  temperature;  and  5,  that  in  different 
solutions  of  neutral  salts  the  increment  in 
the  weight  is  in  proportion  to  the  dry  salt  in 
solution. —  Galignani, 


CALL  FOB  A  MEETING  OF  THE  HOM(E- 
OPATHIC  PHYSICIANS  OF  OHIO,  TO 
ORGANIZE  A  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

We,  the  undersigned,  impressed  with  the 
importance  of^  securing  a  thorough  organi- 
Efttion  of  the  HomoBopathic  Practitioners  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  mutually  benefited  by  such  association, 
and  that  iheir  influence  may  be  felt  as  a 
united  body  representing  a  great  aad  widely 
spreading  medical  reform,  and,  furthermore, 
that  they  may,  ia  the  power  which  unity  of 
purpose  and  unity  of  action  ever  exert,  de- 
mand a  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
National  and  State  authorities  of  the  claims 
of  Homoeopathy  to  a  representation  in  the 
army  and  navy,  as  well  as  the  various  local 
public  institutions  of  the  lan^, — do  hereby 
invite  our  brethren  throughout  the  State  to 
meet  in  convention,  in  the  city  of  Columbus, 
on  Thursday,  the  13th  day  of  October,  1864, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Homoeopa- 
thic Medical  Association  for  the  State  of 
Ohio. 

Jacob   Rosier,  A.  Whipple,  E.  C.  Wither- 
ill,  Robt.  R.  Lynd,  C.   M.  Kramer,  Jas.   G. 
Hunt,  A.  Bauer,  T.  C.  Bradsford,  F.  B.  Fes- 
ler,  G.  W,  Bigler,   D.  R.  Kinsell,  J.  B.  Hall, 
•Prof.  A.  O.  Blair,  Prol  John  Ellis,  B.  Cyri- 


az,  D.  H.  Beckwith,  John  Wheeler,  J.  B. 
Hutchinson,  W.  J.  Clary,  G.  W.  Barnes,  E.  G. 
Painter,  B.  Bryant,  J.  H.  Briscoe,  Seth 
Freeman,  L.  W.  Sapp,  Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson, 
P.  P.  Hoyt,  Charles  Cropper,  W.  Webster, 
E.  B.  Thomas,  M.  H.  Slosson,  W.  C.  Leech, 
J.  H.  Pulte,  Jesse  Garretson,  J.  M.  JTerry,  G» 
S.  Blackburn,  C.  Ehrmann,  D.  W.  Hartshorn, 
Prof.  H.  P.  Gatchell,  Prof,  John  C.  Sanders, 
Prof.  Geo,  W.  Betteley,  J.  T.  Westover,  G.  S. 
Hill,  Prof.  Alex,  W.  Wheeler,  G.  Lind,  C. 
Morrill,  Prof.  G.Brainerd,  Charles  Osterlew, 
J.  B.  Massey,  G.  W.  Storm,  P.  Mathinet, 
Prof.  S.  R.  Beckwith,  C.  C.  Olmstead. 


PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  CON- 
CERNING THE  INTRODUCTION  OP 
HOMCEOPATHY  INTO  THE  UNITED 
STATES   MILITARY   HOSPITALS. 

BY  T.  B.  NUTE,   U.  D. 

Whereas  authentic  statistics  show,  that 
the  treatment  of  cholera  ia  Europe  in  1831 
and  1832,  the  homoeopathic  and  allopathic 
systems  of  medicine,  in  private  practice  in 
ten  cities,  contrasted  with  hospital  practice 
In  twenty-one  hospitals,  were  successful  in 
proportion  of  eighty-nine  per  cent  of  the 
former  to  thirty -seven  of  the  latter;  and, 
throughout  the  Austrian  and  Bavarian  dom- 
inions, is  that  of  ninety -three  of  the  former 
to  a  fraction  less  than  thirty-seven  of  the 
latter;  also  in  1847  and  1848,  in  hospital 
practice,  contrasted  with  hospital  practice 
in  Vienna,  Bohemia,  Hungary,  Russia,  Po- 
land, and  Egypt,  in  that'  of  ninety-one  of 
the  former  to  forty-eight  of  the  latter ;  in 
in  France,  in  1848  ahd  1849,  in  that  of  nine- 
ty-one of  the  former  to  forty-nine  of  the 
latter ;  iu  St.  Petersburg  and  in  Austria,  in 
that  of  ninety-two  of  the  former  to  forty- 
seven  of  the  latter;  in  1849, ^in  Cincinnati, 
New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  and  Sandusky  City, 
in  that  of  ninety -three  of  ninety -three  of 
the  former,  to  fifty-three  of  the  latter ;  and 
in  the  southern  part  of  France,  at  a  still 
later  period,  in  that  of  ninety-three  of  the 
former  to  ten  of  the  latter : — 

And  whereas  authentic  statistics  show, 
that,  in  treatment  of  yellow  fever  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  United  States  in  1858, 
the  homoeopathic  and  allopathic  systems  of 
medicine,  in  hospitals  of  New  Orleans, 
Natchez,  Havana,  and  Barbadoes,  were  sac^ 
cessful  in  proportion  of  ninety-three  per 
cent  of  the  former  to  fifty-one  of  the  latter ; 
in  an  epidemic  |  fever,  known  as  the  war 
typhus,  which  devastated  many  districts  of 
Europe  in  1813,  in  private  practice,  contras- 
ted with  hospital  practice  in  Liepzig,  in  that 
of  a  hundred  of  the  former,  of  the  hundred 
and  eighty- three  cases  submitted,  to  .an 
almost  entire  failure  of  the  latter ;  in  inflam- 
mation of  the   brain  and  of  the   bowels,  in 
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dysentery,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  com-  and  thereby  to  cruelly  diminish  chances  of 

bined,  in  hospitals  of  Vienna,  in  that    of  recovery. 

Dinety-sevon    of    the     former   to     eighty-  4th,  Because  it  is  better  adapted  to  the 

three  of  the  latter ;    in  dysentery,   which  the  varied  wants  of  troops  detailed  to  ser- 

attended  the  Irish  famine  in  1847,  in  hospi-  vice,  from  the  compact  and  portable  form 

tals  of  Ireland,  in  that  of  eighty-six  of  the  of  its  remedies,  the  simple  and  easily  ac- 

former  to  sixty- four  of  the  latter ;  in  the  quired  principle  of  their  prescription,  and 

continued  fever  which  accompanied  it,   in  the  obvious  analogy  of  their  therapeutical 

that  of  a  fraction  more  than  ninety-eight  of  action  to  the  known  operations  of.Nature. 

the  former  to  eighty-seven    of  the  latter ;  5th,  Because  the  joint  adoption  of  this- 

also  by  a  third  method,   which  prohibited  rival  system  would  afford   to   the  present 

all  medication,  and  relied  wholly  upon  the  corps  of  array  surgeons  a  wholesome  stim- 

recuperative  powers  of  Nature^  aided  only  ulous  to  emulation,  and  prove  an   incalcula- 

by  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  good  nursing,  ble  blessing  to  self-sacrificing  fellow  citizens- 

of  ninety  per  cent : —  in   arms  for  their  country,  who  may  be- 

And  whereas  authentic  statistics  show,  stricken  down  by  disease  or  casualty, 
that,  in  treatment  of  an  epidemic  of  invet-  ^th,  Because,  as  a  system  of  medicine,  it- 
erate  opthalmia  and  skin  disease  which  ^^s  firmly  established  itself  wherever  civili- 
broke  out  in  the  New  York  Protestant  Half-  zation  is  known,  and  now  numbers  its  ad- 
orphan  Asylum  in  1842,  the  homoeopathic  herents  by  millions  from  the  ranks  of  the 
and  allopthic  systems  of  medicines  wero  °^ost  intellectual  and  conservative  classes  of 
successful  in  proportion  of  a  hundred   per  every  land. 

cent  of  the  former,  of  the  two  hundred  and  "^  ^^«  Because  it  has,  for  half  a  century ,. 
forty-three  cases  submitted,  to  almost  an  ^^-ood  the  most  searching  tests  of  observa^ 
entire  failure  of  the  latter  in  a  previous  ^i^n  and  experience,  and,  notwithstanding- 
trial  of  several  months*  duration  ;  and  in  all  the  bitter  persecution  of  its  opponents, — 
diseases  occurring  in  this  institution  for  the  the  allopathic  school,— has  made  for  itself 
last  twenty  years,  contrasted  with  those  *"  imperishable  name  and  place  among  the 
occurring  during  the  seven  previous  years,  nations  of  both  hemispheres.— (i?ro;»  Traiir 
in  that  of  three  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  »<'ciions  of  the  Massachusetts  Horn.  Societyy 
latter;  also  in  all  diseases,  exclusive  of  1861-2.) 
cholera,   in    general  hospitals  of   London,                        

?ll!^i^'"!n;i  T*^i"^°'''.w'^?°°'"  *  ^'?°"*i  ON    THE     INSIGNIFICANCE    OP    THE 

S.!^?i!"  .^  °?"  /"  ?1  "^  nmety-8ix  of  PATHOGENETIC    AND  NOSOLOGICAL. 

S?/?.-?.!..  i°       ' '' °^ '■;^*  '*'''I '  *M^  '"  SYMPTOMS     WHICH     DETERMINE 

KtrorvT„r!nrst  pft'lrL'^^^^^^  ^«^  «"0ICE  op  THE  REMEDY, 

in  five    other    hospitals   of   Hungary  and  By  Professor  Hoppe,  of  Basel. 

Vienna,  in  that  of  ninety-five  of  the  former  From  Allg.  Horn.  Zeitung,  vol  68,  page  105. 

to  eighty-seven  of  the  latter :—  In  Homoeopathy    it   has    not   yet  beei* 

Therefore  resolved,  That  Congress  should  brought  forward  with  sufficient  emphasis 
make  requisite  provisions  for  the  introduc-  that  the  determining  symptoms,  both  of  dis- 
tion  of  the  homoeopathic  systems  of  medi-  diseases  and  of  the  provings  of  the  medi- 
cine into  a  part  of  every  established  military  cine,  make  their  appeaiance  in  what  in  many 
hospital,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz.: —  respects  are  insignificant,  nay  even  very  in- 

Ist,  Because  carefully  gathered   statisti-  J'g^ficant,   and   unimportant    form.     This 

cal  collections  prove  it  to  be  more   success-  f^^l^  ^^^  °^^;,  ^°^®^^.>  P^^^®^  unrecognized 

ful  in  treatment  of  all  diseases  incident  to  ^^  homeopathy  but  it  has  not  been  noticed 

the  military  camp  and  the  hospital  than  the  ^**^  sufficient  distinctness,  and  thus  its  im- 

aUopathic  system,  which  is  almost  exclu-  Pp^'^^nce  and  the  apparent  anomaly  of  the 

Bively  employed  in  the  army  and  navy.  circumstance  has  not  been  fully  appreciated. 

oA     n              •*   •        J     *i      J    r    1   ,-  ^^^  ^^*^®°  it  IS  taught,  that  in  the  examma- 

2d,    Because  it  is  ardently    desired  by  tion  of  the  patient  we  must  go  to  work  in  a 

many  of  the  troops  m  the  service,  and  pro-  gharp  and  penetrating  fashion,   and  search 

^lonforits  introduction  18  a  step  toward  unweariedly  till  we  find  the  deciding  pecu- 

their  just  rights,  and  a  fitting  response  to  liarity,  this  recommendation  clearlv  inaplies 

^e  numerously  signed  petitions  in  its  behalf  that  these  peculiarities  do  not  lie  on  the  sur- 

which  have  come  up  from  the  people  of  every  face,  but  take  an  insignificant  and  apparently 

loyai  state.  unimportant  form.    And  when  further  it  is 

8d,  Because  to  withhold  from  them  this  taught  in  what  manner  provings  must  be 

obitous  right,  and,  in  the  hour  of  their  per-  made  in  order  to  allow  the  pure  symptoms 

"i  to  force  upon  them  a  system  of  medicine  to  develope  themselves  andi^o\>  \i^  ^^Tki^iQ^^^ 

which  they  at  home  invariably  reject,  tends  or  suppressed  \>y  «LCc\deii^\  T^\v^\iwsi«tt».^  w>i5 

to  demoralize  the  will,  dishearten  the  sick,  also  to  obaexvo  tYiem  N<j\\i\iox3A.  ^\aX.\«\i«QR 
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it  likewise  plainly  follows  that  the  decidintr, 
instractive,  and  important  symptoms  do  not 
always  force  themselves  upon  the  attention 
at  the  first  glance.  Hence  it  has  been  well 
understood  that  the  deciding  symptoms 
frequently  occur  almost  unobserved.  But 
most  of  us  have  timidly,  as  it  were,  rather 
kept  this  fact  to  ourselves,  aiid  have  not  put 
it  forward  in  the  first  rank  as  a  rule  for  prac- 
tice ;  we  have  silently  given  it  an  impor- 
tance which  we  did  not  venture  to  pronounce 
openly  in  a  clear,  loud,  and  sharp  manner. 
And  we  have  acted  thus  timidly  because  we 
have  looked  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  immaturity 
and  imperfection,  that  we  should  be  obliged 
80  often  to  depend  upon  such  insignificant 
cmd  unimportant  symptoms.  But  whoever 
was  thoroughly  initiated  into  this  open  mys- 
tery, that  just  the  deciding  symptoms  were 
insignificant,  and  took  advantage  of  it,  at 
once  distinguished  himself  by  peculiar 
knowledge  and  skill ;  so  much  so  that  he 
again  fell  into  the  opposite  danger  of  laying 
more  stress  on  insignificant  and  hair-split- 
ting distinctions  than  the  progress  of  science 
has  as  yet  gone  far  enough  to  justify — an 
evil  which,  when  duly  investigated,  may 
show  error  on  the  part  of  individuals,  but 
can  ultimately  only  do  good  to  science. 
Let  us,  therefore,  pronounce  decidedly,  loud, 
and  openly,  that  the  determining  symptoms 
frequenly  make  their  appearance  in  an  in- 
significant and  unimportant  form,  and  let  us 
make  a  formal  demand  that  in  the  provings 
and  examination  of  patients  the  insignifir 
cant  symptoms  should  not  be  neglected,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  observed  wtth  peculiar 
care.  It  is  true  what  we  say  here:  this 
truth  has  its  analogy  in  all  departments  of 
flcience,  and  it  has  its  necessary  founda- 
tion. 

A  slight  shooting  or  boring  in  the  teeth  in 
the  proving  of  a  medicine,  a  little  stronger 
beat  of  the  heart,  a  trifling  pain  in  the 
throat,  a  somewhat  unpleasant  taste  in  the 
mouth,  which  is  repeated  only  at  long  inter- 
vals, a  little  alteration  of  the  stools,  a  some- 
what copious  perspiration,  a  somewhat  de- 
pressed or  excited  state  of  the  spirits,  &c.; 
these  are  the  phenomena  to  be  observed, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  it  is  primarily  from 
these  that  the  whole  picture  of  the  disease 
or  the  proving  are  put  together.  And  has 
not  also  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  its  difficul- 
ties and  fine  distinctions  1  Is  the  diagnosis 
of  Iritis  so  glaringly  obvious  to  the  senses  "^ 
is  that  of  pneumonia  so  grossly  palpable  7 
or  the  distinction  between  diphtheritis  and 
catarrh  always  so  striking  as  it  usually  is  in 
the  ftilly  developed  cases  7  There  are  also 
here  phenomena  which  occur  in  an  insignifi- 
cant and  unimportant  manner,  which  are, 
nevertheless,  often  of  such  consequence 
that  they  are  the  turning  point  in  the  decis- 


ion. And  as  in  diagnosis,  so  in  microscopy, 
so  in  all  medical  rules,  so  in  all  sciences^ 
and  also  in  all  things  of  dally  life.  Where 
no  glaring  facts  stand  out  prominently  there 
must  be  investigation,  and  that  must  direct 
itself  to  the  insignificant  circumstances, 
which  in  the  nature  of  things  must  occur 
more  ft'equently  than  the  striking  ones,  bat 
are  often  more  important.  And  if  the 
coarser  changes  in  and  about  the  tissues  are 
often  little  developed,  liow  much  rather  must 
this  be  the  case  with  such  phenomena  as 
give  only  the  subjective  expression  of  exci- 
ted action  of  the  tissues.  For  these  in8ig» 
nificant  and  apparently  unimportant  phe- 
nomena, which  are  often  of  such  consqaence, 
are  expressions  of  tissue-action.  These  are 
the  inceptive  phenomena,  and  tbey  are 
therefore  likely  enough  to  be  wanting  when 
the  morbid  process  has  attained  its  full  de- 
velopment ;  they  are  wanting  e.  g,  in  a  ftilly 
developed  pneumonia,  while  tbey  are  stiU 
present  at  Uie  beginning  of  the  same  and 
could  betray  the  peculiarity  of  the  irritation 
in  progress.  The  "  peculiar,"  the  "  prop- 
er" symptoms  are  those  which  are  to  be 
considered  as  the  determining  ones;  but 
one  must  not  thereby  forget  and  reiterate 
the  fact  that  these  may  be  very  insignificant 
and  are,  in  fact,  mostly  to  be  sought  in  the 
ranks  of  small,  little  striking  phenomena. 
Therefore  without  any  timidity  we  admit 
those  into  our  field  of  investigation.  What 
microscopic  observation  is  in  small  objects, 
that  is  in  semiotics  the  scientific  investiga- 
tion of  the  small  subjective  and  objective 
phenomena  of  disease  ;  and  whoever  is  un- 
able to  work  in  the  field  of  the  small  and 
the  fine,  will  never  be  a  master  here  any 
more  than  there.  The  more  mature  intel- 
lect ventures  into  the  depths,  whose  bounds 
are  innumerable  and  whose  results  readily 
appear  to  the  uninitiated  to  be  insignificant, 
unimportant,  petty,  and  fruitless. — Br.  J,  of 
HbmcBopathy, 
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TRIALS    OP   A    COUNTRY   PHYSICIAN. 

Ever  sought  for,  yet  unpitied  worker 
of  the  forest,  list  awhile  until  a  few  of  thine 
ever- occurring  trials  are  put  before  the  pub- 
lic, let  us  attempt  to  show  them  up  to, 
a  part  of  the  world,  in  their  natural 
colors  with  the  hope  of  getting  at  least  a 
sigh  of  pity  from  the  not  otherwise  tha 
fortunate  brother,  the  city  practitioner, 
(saying  naught  concerning  the  equally 
valuable  services  of  that  city  functionary,) 
turning  our  whole  attention  to  our  couniry 
brother.  , 

We  find  him,  a  person  whose  aid  is  ever 
required  in  the  chamber  of  the  sick ;  at  the 
bedside  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich ;  he 
is  one  whose  life  is  not  his  own ;  whose  only 
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bniiaMB  it  ia  to  aniirer  the  call  of  bnmanitr, 
t,ai  minister  to  their  wants  ;  whose  ills,  he 
is  erer  expected  to  mitigate,  and  af  all  the 
callingi  through  this  vast  uniTerse  from 

There  is  perhaps  none  fraught  with  so 
many  peculiar  circumstuices  calcalaled  to 
dettroy  the  bodily  comfort  of  the  poor 
Doctor;  his  repose  ia  nerer  his  own  ;  ha  Is 
•verybodys  servant,  whoever  may  reqaire 
hit  aid.  Kight  after  night  he  passes  in  the 
chanilier  of  the  sick,  at  the  bedside  of  the 
dying,  until  at  last,  fatigued  and  wearied,  a 
aeeming  respite  comes — a  night  long  eonght 
for  arrives  when  the  wearied  physician  lays 
his  throbbing  head  on  his  pillow  under  the 
(leQial  roof  of  his  own  house,  in  the  hope — 
Tk^  hope — of  getting  a  few  hours  sleep 
tbongli  ever  doubting,  ever  expecting  to 
hear  the  dnl),  heavy  and  everlasting  rap-tap- 
tap  of  the- knocker,  or  (to  him)  hardly  less 
haced  lonnd  of  the  bell,  but  even  this  distnr. 
bancs  ia  thought  slight  as  long  as  the  cited 
occurrence  happens  on  a  cloudless  night, 
with  its  silvery  moon  showering  down  Its 
almost  liquid  light ;  and  even  on  a  dark 
night  the  poor  Doctor  has  cause  to  be 
thankful,  u  thankful,  the  memory  of  pitchey 
darkness,  with  perhaps  roaring  winds, 
drenching  rains  being  fresh  on  his  memory 
or  perhaps  nor-westers  blowing  stilf  in  the 
Ace  with  sleety  rain  and  ten  or  flftaen  miles 
throtigh  a  backwoods,  being  not  less  vividly 
impressed  on  the  tablets  of  bis  memory — 
trials  it  is  true,  he  is  not  prone  to  forget. 

Even  after  returning  from  one  of  these 
janDts  on  a  night  snch'  as  the  one  just  cited, 
the  wearied  and  half  sick  Doctor  is  often 
called  apOQ  to  visitanother patient,  perhaps 
in  a  direction  opposite  to  the  one  jiiet  come 
from,  with  the  consolation  of  having  a  con- 
tlnnatlOQ  of  the  same  comforts  (1)  he  must 
obey  the  summons  he  mast  leave  all  the 
■nng  comforts  of  his  own  house,  and  brave 
the  storm  without— perhaps  thiURs  progress 
further  than  the  above  —  the  pbysioian 
has  retired— even  eeta  in  a  doise  in  bed— 
when  all  at  once  as  If  by  magic,  he  imagines 
he  hears  the  ponderous  knock,  he  instlnc- 
tlrely  raisea  his  head  from  the  pillow,  in  the 
hope  of  its  being  only  a  deceive;  bat  ah. Its 
oaeofthe  sad  realities  talked  of,  for  the 
knocking  commences  again,  this  time  louder 
than  before,  the  summons  is  answered,  the 
anxious  visitor  makes  a  few  hasty  remarks, 
and  lo-and-behold  the  first  thing  the  physi- 
cian knows  be  wakes  up  ftading  himself  on 
Bome  road,  he  hardly  knows  where  till  he 
thinks  a  little,  and  collects  h's  scattered 
Ihoughta.  And  so  the  country  Doctor  lives 
on  with  a  mind  never  at  ease,  anxiety  being 
over  hiicofapanion;  and  more.heisa strang- 
er to  all  kind*  of  aamsemenl  for  no  matter 


what  pleasure  fas  is  enjoying,  or  what  comfort 
be  in  participating  in , whether  comtemplating 
the  works  of  nature,  in  solitary  seclusion,  or 
being  one  among  a  puiy  of  frolic-makers, 
it  ia  all  the  same,  his  footst4>ps  are  ever 
dogged,  his  whereabouts  are  ever  known, 
and  the  call  of  the  sick  admits  of  no  delay. 
Tet  this  poor  persecuted  mortal  (fellow 
physicians  please  excuse  the  term)  has  the 
consolation  that  his  work  Is  a  noble  one,  his 
mission  it  is  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  suf- 
fering humanity,  and  when  his  well  esmsd 
fee^affi>rds  him  (as  It  usually  does)  a  suffici- 
ency he  lives  on  perfectly  happy,  rejoicing 
in  the  pleasure  of  his  being  able  to  do  good. 
Here  let  us  leave  him,  though  his  fature 
life  would  afford  ue  some  interesting  items, 
and  perhaps  some  of  the  correspondents  of 
our  ever  welcome  ■'  Oiwrser,"  will  be  pleas, 
ed  to  give  us  something  concerning  his  life 
when  silvery  locks  shall  grace  hia  brow. 
Who'll  answer  1 


StKhnts'  5tprtmenf. 


A    WORD    TO    STUDENTS. 


The  study  of  the  patbogeneLIc  effect  of 
HomcBopalhIc  remedies  as  laid  down  by 
Jahr,  presents  itself  to  the  mind  of  the 
student  in  a  manner  so  complicated  and  per- 
plexing that  it  becomes  extremely  embar- 
rassing to  him  to  trace  out  with  certainty 
the  action  of  each  remedy.  To  obviate  Ms 
difficulty,  I  recommended  to  students  under 
my  charge,  the  following  classifications  of 
the  properties  of  certain  speciScs  therein 
given,  which  recders  the  study  of  the 
HomoBOpathic  Materia  Medica  clear  and 
comprehensive,  so  far  as  those  similarities 
and  differences  are  concerned. 

Many  years  experience  has  led  me  to  feel 
confident  that  the  classifications  will  natural- 
ly abridge  the  labors  of  the  student,  in 
bringing  him  to  an  accurate  understanding 
of  their  uses,  properties  and  application. 

Aamile  acts  above  all  other  known 
remedies,  upon  the  circulatory  tytltm.  Ua 
effects  in  acute  Infiammatory  affections  and 
fever  are  truly  wonderful. 

Arnica  acts  upon  the  absorbenli,  and  ia 
consequently  admirably  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  absorbtion  of  effused  blood  and 
the  reparation  of  tissues  after  mechanical 
iojories. 

Betladoana  exerts  a  very  powerful  action 
upon  the  brain  and  its  mnniraiiii,  and  JS  in- 
ferior to  no  other  medicine  in  this  respect. 
Its  action  npoB  glands,  is  also  very  remark- 
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able — it  is  in  fact  to  the  glandules  almost 
what  Aconite  is  to  the  circulation.  The 
lining  mucous  membranes  of  the  throat  is 
susceptible  to  its  influence. 

^ryoitta  acts  upon  the  musdea  and  especial- 
ly upon  ihe  fibrous  tissues  of  the  joints,  it  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  treatment  of 
rheumatic  cases,  in  which  the  sufferings  are 
aggravated  by  motion.  It  action  upon  the 
lungs  and  upon  the  muscles,  associated  with 
the  organs  of  respiration  render  it  of  essent- 
ial service  in  most  kinds  of  cough,  catarrh  of 
the  chest,  especially  at  the  commencement  of 
said  diseases. 

Cha/momilla  is  peculiary  the  medicine  of 
inf(mqf\  it  is  also  adapted  to  ih^  female  con- 
stitution. 

China  and  Arsmic  are  invaluable  remedies 
for  sustaining  the  vital  powers  under  re- 
peated losses  of  the  fluids  and  the  solids  of 
the  body. 

Hepar  Sulphur  is  pre-eminent  in  iis  action 
upon  the  exhalents  of  the  skin,  and  conse- 
quently, should  be  given  to  promote  per- 
spiration, when  indicated  by  nature.  The 
property  which  it  possesses  of  fawring  svp- 
puration  is  no  less  worthy  of  notice. 

Arsenic^  cede,  curb  are  all  remarkable  for 
the  long  duration  of  their  affections,  and 
also,  for  their  deep  and  searching  effects 
upon  almost  every  organ  and  tissue  of  the 
body.  Graphites  and  Sulphur,  on  this  latter 
account  they  are  usually  classed  among  the 
Anti-psoric  remedies,  which  are  essentially 
necessary  in  the  treatment  of  all  constitu- 
tional affections  of  long  standing.  They 
differ  from  each  other  in  the  predilection 
which  they  individually  manifest  for  certain 
organs  or  tissues.  Thus  calc  carb  has  a  more 
marked  action  upon  the  glandular  system 
generally ,  and  especially  upon  certains  por- 
tions of  it,  than  sulphur,  which  exerts  a 
greater  influence  upon  the  skin — the  sensa- 
tions which  attends  their  actions  differ. 
Thus,  the  aggravation  of  Arsenic  is  accom- 
panied with  burning  sensations,  whilst  that 
of  Suljihur  is  manifested  by  extreme  itching. 

Caution. — All  these  medicines  should  be 
very  sparingly  used  by  Amateurs,  as  the 
aggravations  consequent  upon  their  abuse, 
are  not  speedily  removed. 

Isnatia,  this  remedy  holds  a  middle 
place  between  Nux  Vomica  and  Pulsatilla. 

Mercury  is  a  most  remarkable  medicine 
for  its  action  upon  mucous  membranes — the 
glands  and  the  liver — it  is  very  useful  in 
disorders  connected  with  the  digestive  organs 
and  glandular  sijstem—WVie  Ilepar  sulph.  it 
acts  upon  the  skin  and  favors  the  suppura- 
tive process,  but  in  a  less  degree. 

Nux.  Vomica  has  a  very  marked  action 
upon  the  nervous  system  generally,  but  es- 
pecially upon  the  spinal  chord,  and  upon 
those  nerves  connected  with  the  digestive 


organs.  In  cases  of  inaction  of  the  bowels, 
dependent  upon  want  of  nervous  energy,  it 
acts  most  admirably. 

Opium  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the 
treatment  of  certain  lethargic  states  of  the 
brain 

FulsatiUa  has  many  points  of  resemblance 
with  Nux  vomica,  in  its  action  upon  the 
nervous  system  and  the  digestive  organs. 
Its  action  upon  the  mucous  membranes  is 
however  much  more  marked.  It  is  very 
generally  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  simi- 
lar affections  of  the  bowels  and  stomach, 
when  the  tendency  is  rather  to  relaxationf 
than  to  constipation. 

Mhus  Tox  acts  upon  the  same  tissues  as 
Bryonia,  but  more  especially  upon  the  tend- 
erous  structures,  and  cartilages  of  the 
joints  ;  hence  its  value  in  the  ciire  of  sprains 
of  said  parts.  It  is  always  indicated  in 
the  treatment  of  rheumatism  which  is 
relieved  hy  motion. 


trjsoiial 


Dr  D.  H.  Runyak. — We  clip  the  follow- 
ing notice  concerning  Dr.  Runyan,  formerly 
of  Detroit,  from  the  Elkhart  Review :  "Dr. 
Rqnyan  has  returned  home  from  the  army 
of  the  Potomac,  whither  he  has  been  for  the 
past  two  months,  performing  the  office  of 
good  Samaritan  to  the  heroes  who  are 
fighting  for  our  country.  We  have  seen  a 
private  letter  from  Washington,  from  which 
we  make  the  following  extract  in  regard  to- 
the  Doctor's  efficiency : 

"  Dr.  Runyan  has  labored  very  assiduous- 
ly during  the  two  months  he  was  with  the 
army,  and  received  very  flattering  testi- 
monials from  the  army  Surgeons  under  whose 
supervision  he  i)erfOrmed  his  duties.  I  saw 
a  couple  of  the  testimonials,  and  they  speak 
in  the  highest  praise  of  his  skill,  kindness- 
and  attention  to  the  sick  and  wounded.  He 
had  a  rough  time  of  it  and  deserves  consid- 
eration for  his  successful  efforts  in  alleviat- 
ing the  sufferings  of  our  brave  soldier 
boys." 


BOOKS  TO  BE  NOTICED. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  several  books  for 
review,  which  will  be  noticed  in  the  Octo- 
ber No. 
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When  we  are  anticipating  pleasure  for 
some  time,  we  are  very  prone  to  have  our 
expectations  disappointed;  bnt,  when  onr 
Ideas,  that  have  been  constantly  upon  the 
guivive,  are  f^lly  realized,  the  feelings  of 
satisfaction  are  only  equaled  by  our  thank- 
ftilness  to  the  person  who  has  afforded  us  the 
gratification.  So  it  is  with  Dr.  Hale*s  work ; 
and,  so  far  as  our  time  has  allowed  its 
perusal,  we  find  that  he  has  given  to  the 
Homoeopathic  profession  a  fund  of  informa- 
tion concerning  certain  powerful  remedial 
agents,  many  of  which  will  certainly 
be  ranked  among   our   polychresis.    That 


the  actual  pathogenesis   of  many    of  th 
drugs  are  imperfect,  the  author  of  the  work 
unhesitatingly  admits  ;  but,  that  others  have 
been  quite  carefully  handled,  no  one  will 
pretend  to  deny ;  and  that  a  collection  of 
factS;  a  vast  amount  of  clinical  experience, 
and  a  great  deal  of  matter,  new  to  most 
Homoeopathic  physicians,  are  embodied  in 
the  volume,  is  evident  upon  a  cursory  glance 
at  its  pages.    We  have  no  doubt  there  will 
be  some  who  will  immediately  begin  to  take 
exceptions  to  the  work  because  of  the  sources 
from  which  part  of  the  information  recorded 
has  been  obtained ;  but  to  the  majority  of 
the  profession, — to  those  eager  for  truth, 
and  who  embrace  it  wherever  found,  the 
book  will  be  received  with  pleasure,  read 
with  advantage,  aye,  and  be  referred  to  also 
when  many  of  the  older  drugs  of  the  codex 
have  failed  to  answer  the  expectations  of 
those  who  have  employed  them.    To  those 
who  thus  are  willing  to  be  hypercritical,  and 
who  find  it  so  hard  to  heeharitablef  we  would 
only  say,  that,  before  they  criticise  too  se- 
verely, let  them  do  as  much  tor  the  profes- 
sion as  has  been  accomplished  by  the  author 
of  the  "New  Remedies,"  and,  after  such 
labors,  their  words  will  have  more  weight 
with    the  reading,    thinking  and  working 
Homoeopathists  of  this  country. 

It  is  astonishing  to  find  how  the  labors  of 
very  many    of   our  best  men  have   been 
brought  into  requisition,  and  how  many  good 
alloeopathic  and  electio  authorities  have  been 
consulted  to  bring  out  the  clinical  experi- 
ence of  the  new  drugs  that   are  commented 
upon.    For  instance,  we  find  in  the  proving 
oj^sculus  Hippocastanum,  the  labors  of  H. 
M.  Payne,  Boyee,  Warren  and  Burt.    In  the 
proving  of  Apocynum  Cann.,  the  experiences 
of  Freligh,  John  P.  Gray,  Alley,  Marcy, 
Okie,    Watson.     Caulophyllum    has    been 
proven  and  used  successfully  by  Drs.  Lud- 
lum.  Hale  and   Burbank.    Cimicifuga,  by 
Marcy,  Paine,  Hill,  Douglass,  etc.    Eupa- 
toriuin,  by  Jeanes,  Neidhard,  Gray,  William- 
son and  Douglass.    Gelseminum,  by  Wells, 
Lazarus,  Hale,  Holcomb,  Douglass,  Ludlam, 
Neidhard,  Morgan,  Davis  and  Marcy.    Ham- 
amelis,  by  Hering,  Okie,   Preston,  Burritt, 
Burnett,  Cushman,  Davidson  and  Barrows. 
Iris  Versicolor,  by  Burt,  Rowland,  Kitchen 
and  others.    Podophyllum,  by  Williamson, 
Hering,  Marcy,  Jeanes,  and  Hill.    Rumex 
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Criepag,  by  JosIiD,  Payne,  Small  and  Dnn- 
bam.  SHuguinaiia,  byBuM,  Ualfrig,  Heriog 
Hunt,  Heidhard,  etc. 

These  few  from  the  many  prammcct  I 
re opathista  are  selected  merely  tcr  show  tbc 
estensire  field  from  which  Dr.  Hale  has 
culled  his  fruits  ;  and  the  whole  has  been 
arranged  and  iuterep^rsed  by  Ihe  author 
with  most  valuable  information.  In  thlc 
work,  we  hope  there  will  be  found  an  agree- 
able re-uuion  for  both  high  and  low  dilu- 
tioniata,  aod  that  each  will  put  it  to  "  the 
inexorable  test  of  honest  trial." 

We  predict  for  it  a  large  lale  and  a  revised 
edition,   before    many    months.      [IFoti' 
Eimaopaihic   Obttm^.     (Prof.   W.  T,   H. 
maUi}.J 

Dr.  M.  M.  flatdtet  says  :  Your  work 
"  New  Prorings  of  indigeuoui  remedies, 
by  Hale,  came  duly  to  band  and  from  what 
I  have  perused  of  it  I  judge  that  is  valnablp. 
Having  formerly  been  an  Eclectic,  I  can 
appreciate  it  the  better,  linee  I  know  the 
inestimable  value  of  that  claai  of  remedies, 
after  an  experience  of  9va  jears  in  each 
practice.  Ibope  it  wil!  meet  with  a  ureal 
■ale  and  be  the  means  of  waking  up  old  line 
Homneopaths  to  the  tbIbo  of  remedies  they 
have  so  long  discarded."  , 

Dr,  C.  H.  Lee  says  :  I  And  on  pornsal  of 
the  ''NewPTOvings,"  tbalitiia  good  work. 
Woald  that  our  whole  Materia  Hedica  was 
.preseDt«d  in  the  same  form.  It  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  read  such  a  work,  how  broad  its 
baws,  how  sure  a  supersbractnre  resting  on 
facts  ;  no  new  discovery  could  alter  it ;  no 
new  theory  could  overturn  it.  We  should 
then  have  a  Materia  Mtdiat,  of  which  Hom- 
eopaths would  be  proud.  All  praise  to  Dr, 
Hale  for  his  labors. 

"I  think  Dr.  Hale  has  placed  the  homcco- 
pathic  physiciaDB  under  great  obligations  to 
him  and  I  for  one  return  him  my  thanfcs." 

Prof  Dunham  writes,  "The  volume  fum- 
iahes  me  just  the  informatiom  I  desired,  but 
knew  not  where  to  get,  respecting  a  number 
of  new  remedies,  that  are  being  more  or  less 
empirically  used  all  around  me.  There  is 
-cerUUaly  much  much  mote  to  be  learned 
about  all  these  remedies,  but  I  think  you 
have  succeeded  Id  putting  into  a  very  acces- 
sible and  practicable  form  all  that  is  yet 
known  (and  this  will  be  a  stunulus  to  new 
pioTings."} 

Prof.  Ad.  LIppe writes;  "The  profession 
must  take  Uie  appearance  of  this  work  as  a 


Prof.  Barlow  says  :  "  I  regard  the  work 
as  a  valuable  addition  to  our  slock  of 
knowledge  of  the  Materia  Medica.  True, 
some  of  the  provings  are  not  exactly  what 
we  all  sb4)uld  hare  wished,  but  time  and 
further  trials  will  perfect  them.  There  are 
In  the  work  at  least  a  dozen  records,  either 
of  which,  to  the  student  or  practitioner,  are 
worth  twice  the  cost  of  the  whole  volume. 
If  each  practitioner  or  advanced  student 
now  in  ihe  United  States  would  do  a  litUe  in 
the  way  of  augmenting  and  Improving  our 
Uateria  Medica,  we  could  have  in  two  year's 
time  an  amended  and  perfected  work  on  Uie 
Materlca  Medica,  such  as  I  fear  (be  next 
half  century  will  not  give  us.  Why  cannot 
some  mode  be  devised  for  bringing  all  up  to 
the  good  woikl 

Prof.  A.  0.  Blair  writes :  "  I  am  pleasad 
with  the  great  industry  of  Dr.  Hale.  If  all 
our  young  men  were  as  earnest  and  tmblti- 
ODB  as  he  is,  a  new  era  would  dawn  upon  our 
soience.  Of  coarse  all  of  (he  remeoles  ua 
not  folly  proved.  But  enough  ia  known  ot 
many  of  them  to  help  us  much  lowud  ob- 
taining a  pretty  good  picture  of  OWM  in 
which  they  may  be  used.  Hale  is  •ntitJed 
to  our  thanks,  I  fxpect  to  derive  modi 
help  from  his  suggestions,  It  it  nt  snuK 
labw  to  colleel  nitA  an  amount  of  mattriatfnm 
so  many  difiTtnt  tourcet  and  arrangt  fA<M 
in  »uc\  an  orderly  and  VKfid  tnnwwr.  Hale 
was  one  of  my  students,  and  I  feel  proud  of 
his  attainments,  I  cannot  say  more  of  the 
work  at  this  time  as  I  have  devoted  only  an 
hour  or  (wo  to  reading  it.  When  I  have 
more  time  to  read  it  more  generally  uid 
carefully,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  a  more  ex- 
teoeded  notice  of  the  work  for  publication  If 
you  desire  it." 

New  HoMiEOPiTHio  PRov(Noa. — Such  has 
been  the  favor  with  which  the  t>oolc  on  Nmt 
Remedia  has  been  received  by  the  pcofcs- 
sion  that  nearly  1,000  copies  have  been  dfi- 
posed  of  by  the  publisher  at  this  data  f  Sept. 
16,  letil.) 


THE  NATURAL  HISTOBr  OF  SECES- 
SION OR  DESPOTISM  AND  DEM- 
OCRACY AT  NECESSARY,  ETERNjU. 
EXTERMISATINQ  WAR. 

By  Thokas  Shephehd  Ocobwis,  a.  k.  Pub- 
lished by  JouB  Bbadbubk,  49  Walker  St., 
New  York. 

As  we  have  excluded  ^m  our  columns  al 
matter  not  directly  relaUng  to  iJie  interest 
of  the  medical  profession,  some  will  be  anr 
prised  that  we  refer  to  this  work.    We  bar 
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jiut  two  rcMons  for  doing  so.  We  nnder- 
■tand  that  the  antlior  is  a  homceopattilc 
jjifiiciaa  and  we  are  satisfled  that  tbe 
work  U  worlbv  of  special  caqimendation. 
This  is  deem  BafBcient. 

In  hii  introduction  tbe  aatbor  refers  to 
the  pTophecf  of  Daniel  respecting  the  allego- 
rical image  wiUi  golden  bead,  silver  chest, 
braoB  belly  and  tlitEbs,  legs  of  Iron,  feet 
part  Iron  and  part  clay,  which  represented 
the  BabyloDiao,  Medo-Perelan,  Macedonian, 
Boman  and  tbe  modern  Kingdoms  of  Europe 
and.  Western  Asia.  Tbe  prophet  saw  "  a 
■tone  cat  out  without  bands  which  smote 
llM  ImiKe'and  brolie  them  to  pieces,"  which 
onr  author  sees  fulSlled  in  an  impinging 
force  of  a  developed  form  and  principle, 
hoitlle  to  all  monarchy  breaking  to  pieces 
tlM  only  remaining  representaCires  of  that 
form  of  gOTerament. 

Tbe  work  demonstrates  the  incompatlbllty 
of  tbe  ilaTcholders  eecession  mOTement  with 
true  democracy  and  the  impossibility  of 
righteous  compromise  wilb  the  rebels. 

Be  lays  p.  98  :  As  well  might  one  go  on  t 
mimon  of  peace  to  tbe  eternal  abode  of 
derlb  and  damned  spirits,  expecting  to 
luomoidM  their  jarring  strifes,  and  to  pro- 
diiM  an  endiiriDg  compromise  between  the 
oonflleliiifCpusloDS  of  those  who  there  abide, 
a*  Oilnk  e^ctoally  to  obriatn  or  compromise 
tbe  cenSict  that  baa  raged  in  this  conntry 
tor  tba  last  half  century,  for  tbe  most  part 
wltb  unbloody  weapons,  but  which  bas  now 
aKnmed  tbe  more  natural  and  eSectire  form 
oflleree  and  bloody,  not  to  say,  extermina- 
ting war.  Any  truce,  or  compromise,  or 
compact,  or  dirisian  of  territory,  that  could 
be  agreed  upon,  nould  of  necessity,  be  only 
the  inaeguratlon  of  Interminable,  vasatious, 
bloody  end  disastrous  hostilities, 

.  (p.  111.)  "  And  the  present  war  mnst 
lait  with  all  Its  world-rocking  commotions 
and  It*  local  devastations,  till  one  or  tbe 
oUicr  of  tbe  conflicting  principles,  either 
deepotiaip  or  democracy,  with  its  final  ad- 
heienti,  no  logger  snrvlves  wltb  power  to 

carry  on  tbe  conflict." 

Do  yon  say,  "end  the  war,  let  Ihem  take 
tiNir  slavet  and  go,"  then  we  ask  when  there 
•sn  three  parties  to  this  conflict,  tbe  northern 
whites,  the  southern  secesh  and  the  blacks, 
aie  you  going  to  be  so  magnanimous  as  to 
Ignore  the  right  of  tbe  colored  race  for  the 
jike  of  peace  %  If  so,  hear  our  author  once 
re  and  we  will  then  ask  yon  to  send  for 
hb  book  and  read  the  whole.  Itisjnstthe 
bocA  fbr  the  occarion. 


'  ing  with  a  needed  portion  of  our  national 
domain,  to  permit  the  establishment  of  a 
slaTe-holding  confederacy  on  the  bordera  of 
this  republic  would  be  about  as  bald  a 
suicide  as  a  nation  of  idiots  could  commit. 
A  perpetual  series  of  alarms,  which  the 
leaders  of  such  a  confederacy  would  instlnc- 
Cively  be  raising,  at  no  cost  to  themselves, 
and  for  mere  amusement,  would  in  a  few 
years,  worry  tbe  northern  democratic  gov- 
ernment out  of  existence,  by  keeping  it  in  a 
state  of  afiiicted  nncertainty,  more  disas- 
trous to  its  delicate  and  varied  industrial  and 
commercial  Interests  than  actual  war.  Ho 
sane  man  can  pretend  that  treaties  with 
such  a  confederacy  would  avail  any  more 
tban  did  the  oflScialoatbs  of  the  traitor  Sena- 
tors, Congressmen  and  Cabinet  officers  who 
gendered  It." 


SPINAL    MENINGITIS. 

Under  this '  head  are  embraced  Spinal 
Meningitis  and  Myelitis.  The  distlncUoo 
between  these  two  diseases,  sought  to  be 
established  by  some  medical  writers,  Is 
witbout  utilitr  in  allopathic  practice,  which 
treats  all  inflammations  alike,  regarding  In- 
flammation as  a  diseased  condition  of  the 
blood  manifesting  Itself  in  diS'erent  localities 
pf  tbe  system,  as  we  see  in  rhenmatlsm, 
scrofula  and  sypbllU,  when  circamstances 
favor  their  development. 

Under  homceopathjc  treatment  sncb  a  dis- 
tinction would  be  very  serviceable.  If  it  were 
possible  to  diagnosticate,  with  anything  like 
precision,  tbe  two  diseases.  For  Homceo- 
patby  addresses  Its  remedies  immediately  to 
the  diseased  part,  and  could  we  knpw 
whether  the  body  or  investing  membranas 
of  the  cord  were  diseased,  we  might  be  able 
to  select  remedies  (at  some  future  day,  if 
not  now,)  that  would  bear  directly  upon  the 
focus  of  tbe  disease.  IL  Is  so  in  diseases  of 
the  lungs ;  pleurisy  yielding  rapidly  to 
Aconite  and  Bryonia,  while  inflammation  of 
the  parenchyma  succumbs  more  A-equent^ 
to  Phosphorus  and  Tartar  Emetic.  But  Uie 
difficulty  in  inflammation  of  the  spinal  cord 
and  its  membranes  is,  to  be  able  to  distin-  ' 
gaish,  by  the  symptoms  in  the  case,  uihtthtr 
myrlili*  or  tpinal  mmingilii  it  priitnl ;  the 
symptoms  being  aboat  the  same  in  each 
case.  Prof.  Ocorge  B.  Wood,  of  tbe  Penn- 
sylvania Univeisity,  saya:  "It  has  been 
sugoesled  that  meningeal  inflammation 
mIgnL  be  recognized  by  (he  existence  of 
tonic  spasms  of  ri^dity;  bnt  these  happen 
also  Id  pare  myelitis,  though  less  iVequent 
or  striking.     Paralysis  may  generally  be 
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considered  as  an  evidence  of  the  latter  com-  mation.  Another  characteristic  is  spasmodic 
plaint,  when  attended  with  oUier  marks  of  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  especially  of  those 
inflammation  in  the  spinal  columni"  But  lying  alone  the  spine.  Wood  says,  "the 
this  information  comes  too  late  ;  it  is  little  symptoms  occasionally  remit  considerably^ 
better  than  than  brought  to  Hght  by  a  post  as  in  cerebral  meningitis,  and  are  said  evea 
mortem.  Who  expects  to  cure  myelitis  to  intermit,  but  afterwards  to  return  with 
after  paralysis  has  set  in  1  I  confess  I  have  with  increased  violence,"  That  the  symp- 
no  faith  in  it.  Not  only  the  functions  of  the  toms  do  remit,  and  ev^n  intermit  occasion- 
cOrd  have  to  be  restored,  but  also  its  organic  ally,  corresponds  to  my  experience.  The* 
integrity ;  and  who  is  stlfficient  for  these  most  distressing  case  of  spinal  inflammation 
things  '2  In  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  dis-  I  ever  saw  had  this  character.  The  patient 
tinguishing  myelitis  from  spinal  meningitis,  was  an  infant  of  eight  months,  of  a  loose,. 
Dr.  A.  W.  Barclay,  assistant  physician  to  St.  flabbyjtexture  of  body,  its  parents  of  largely 
George's  Hospital,  has  the  following  in  his  developed,  lymphatic  temperament.  (They 
*'  Manual  of  Medical  Diagnosis"  :  "  I  have  had  lost  one  child  with  this  disease,  it  hav- 
said  nothing  of  the  means  of  distinguishing  ing  been  attacked  when  about  of  the  same 
spinal  arachnitis  from  inflammation  of'  the  age  as  this  one.)  The  attack  was  ushered  in 
substance  of  the  cord,  nor  again  of  the  dif-  with  fever,  a  greienish,  slimy  diarrhoea,  and 
ference  in  symptoms  between  inflammatory  cerebral  symptoms,  and  great  restlessness, 
softening  and  hardening  ;  they  are  far  too  as  if  in  great  pain.  Soon  the  little  patient 
uncertain  to  be  laid  down  for  the  guidance  commenced  burying  its  head  in  the  pillow, 
of  the  student,  who  may  rest  quite  satisfled  owing  to  contraction  of  the  posterior  cervical 
if  he  can  distinguish  inflammation  either  of  muscles.  The  muscles  of  the  back  and  ex- 
acute  or  chronic  form  from  other  lesions."  tremities  soon  became  involved  in  one  Sdp 

In  severe,  acute  attacks  of  inflammation  J^°««  ^,?°if  ^P^^"^;    ^he  brain  was  evident- 

of  the  spinal  cord,  the  diagnosis  is  not  very  ^^  implicated,  as  indicated  by  the  strabis. 

difficult:    But  when  it  is  of  a  milder  charac.  ^^^  f^^  peculiar  furious  expression  of  the 

ter,  a  careless  practitioner  may  mistake  it  countenance.     The  violent  contraction  of 

for  rheumatism  or  neuralgia.     The  disease  the  muscles  extorted  constant  screams  from 

« is  always  characterized  by  pain  somewhere  f «  }'^^^^  ^^^^^^ ,  ^^^^^  about  six,  eight  or 

in  the  ^region  of  the  spine,  and  generally  twelve  hours  of  intense  agony,  it  would  fWl 

pretty  high  up ;  of  a  fixed  character,  and  f,«^«^P'  ^^^  there  would  be  a  relaxation  of 

SotabV  increa^d  by  any  quick  change  of  ^H^  ^P^^JJ'  ^^^^.^'  however,  was  renewed 

posture.    In  well-marked  cases  this  pain  is  ^^^^  ^".^*«  P^^^^W  ^^^^t^^®  immediately 

accompanied  by  spasm,  having  somewhat  of  ^"^  ,^*l^^?S-    Sometimes  there  were  restinK 

a  tetaSic  character,  especially  in  the  mu*-  ^P«"«  ^°  '^^  ^'^^^°S  ^''^J^     The  spasmodic 

cles  of  the  neck  and  upper  part  of  the  back,  drawing    appearing    disposed  to    become 

Paralysis  sgmetimes  comes  on  early."  When  aggravated  every  six  or  twelve  hours, 
paralysis  sets  in,  we  may  know  that  the       These  violent  drawing  spells  continaed  to 

nerve  fibre  has  undergone  a  change,   and  return  for  many  days.     Mercurius  Soi.  soon 

that  the  disease  is  not  limited  to  the  mem-  controlled  the  diarrhoea,  and  Belladonna  re- 

branes.    Paralysis  is  the  main  symptom  that  liaved  the  cerebral  symptons.    The  strabis- 

points  to  c/irotiM;  disease  of  the  cord  :  though  mus  departed,  and  the  natural  expression 

this   alone  cannot  reveal  to  us  the  exact  again  came  to  the  countenance,  but  only  to 

nature  of  the  disease  with  which  the  cord  is  increase  the  agony  of  the  patient,  who  was 

sufiering.    If  the  paralysis  be  caused  by  in-  now  fully  alive  to  every  impression  that  was 

flammation,  there  will  be  first  pain  vnth  made    upon    its    nervous    sjstem.     Every 

;3pasm,  then  a  numbness  indicating  the  ap-  remedy  recommended  by  Homoeopathisu 

preaching  paralysis.    Bui  if  it  be  caused  by  was  tried  in  vain.     Still  the  patient  waft 

a  tumor  pressing  on  some  portion  of  the  drawn  all  over ;  arms,  fingers,  back,  feet 

cord,  the  pain  in  the  back,  heat,  cold,  ting-  and  legs,  were  irregularly  contracted.     The 

ling  and  formication  come  on  simultaneous-  extensors  of  one  foot  and  hand,  and  the 

ly.    According  to  Barclay,  another  circum-  flexors  of  the  other,  were  permanently  rigid. , 

stance  that  may  assist  us  some  in  arriving  at  and  in  like  manner  those  of  the  arms  ana 

the  cause  of  a  paralysis,  is,  that  in  atrophy  legs.     Deglutition  was  almost  impossible, 

of  the  cord  there  is  no  pain,  and  the  atrophy  The  regular  exacerbations  of  drawing  of  the 

is  confined  to  the  lower  end  of  the  c6rd  muscles  continued,  which  added  greatly  to 

Tumors  are  found  more  commonly  towards  the  patient's  suflerings,  as  evidenced  by  its 

its  upper  extremity,  while  inflammation  is  constant  cries.     These  drawings   did  not 

apt  to  diffuse  itself  widely.    One  characterise  consist  of  a  sudden  spasmodic  action,  M  m 

tic  symptom  of  spinal  inflammation,  of  what-  constant ^  steady  contraction ^  which  caused  tk$ 

ever  kind,  is  a  feeling  of  constriction  arSund  child  to  writhe  with  agony,  and  drew  it  Into 

the  body,  either  in  the  chest  or  abdomen,  all  sorts  of  shapes.     I  despaired  of  success 

according  to  the  precise  seat  of  the  inflam-  in  the  case,  as  I  had  run  through  the  known 
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Temedles  (as  I  thought)  in  this  disease.  At 
ibis  juncture  I  determined  to  try  a  medicine 
irhich  I  had  proved  on  myself,  and  which 
proTing  I  had  laid  aside,  never  having  fonnd 
a  case  in  which  I  thought  it  was  homoeo- 
pathically  indicated.  This  wss  the  Gelsemi- 
nmn  semper  virens,  or  Yellow  Jessamine. 
The  proving  was  only  fragmentary,  yet,  as  I 
am  very  sensitive  tp  the  effects  of  the  plant, 
I  thought  my  individual  proving  might,  be 
-somewhat  relied  on.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  proving  above  referred  to : 

Proving  of  the  GeJsemmum  Sempervirens. 

Oiitiminum  Qlh^  one  drop  to  a  half  iumbiUr 
«f  vmter ;  a  teatpoonful  every  two  or  three 
hmtr$. 

A  dull,  f^ill  feeling  (attended  with  some 
achhig)  in  the  whole  of  the  orbits. 

A  f<^ng  as  if  something  remained  behind 
■in  nrinatiiig;  the  stream  stops  and  com- 
411011068  again. 

A  doll,  foil  aching,  extending  from  the 
eDsiform  cartilage  niong  under  the  free  ends 
of  the  right  short  ribs  to  the  lumbar  region, 
as  if  the  liver  were  congested.  The  worst 
pain  is  about  a  hand's  breadth  from  the 
lower  end  of  the  sternum. 

Oontinual  jerking  in  the  right  sartorius 
muscle,  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh. 

A  slight,  sharp,  crampy  pain  in  the  left 
gastroenemins,  about  the  largest  part  of  the 
muscle.    Drowsiness  in  the  forenoon. 

Cramp  in  the  instep  of  the  right  foot. 

Cramp  in  the  right  side,  in  the  region  of 
the  last  short  ribs. 

The  piles  return,  with  raw,  smarting  pain. 

Dull,  sli^t  headache  all  over  the  front 
and  top  of  the  head,  after  sleep  in  the  fore- 
noon; also  after  sleep  in  the  evening. 
Light  head. 
^  i^M  drynets  of  the  mouth  and  throaty  with 
iupotUion  to  awcUlow  frequently ;  the  dryness 
itUke  ihiU  produced  hy  eating  salt  haconj  but 
no  bacon  has  been  eaten  to-day. 

Fsdmg  of  relaxation  of  the  whole  hody^  es- 
peeitliy  rf  the  hande  and  feetj  with  indieposi- 
Hemiowtove. 

Breathing  slow  and  superficial,  with  now 
and  then  a  deep  inhalation.    P  ul  se  slow  and 


Cough  hacking,  with  feeling  as  if  a  drop 
of  Hquid  had  entered  the  windpipe,  with 
ftcquent  clearing  of  the  throat.  In  eating, 
the  food  drops  into  the  trachea  causing 
sttaogling. 

Bhvp  stitch  through  the  left  eye-ball, 
from  idthin  outwards. 

Sharp  stitches  of  pain,  as  of  drawing  or 
«implDg  of  single  fasciculi  of  muscle,  about 
fte  onAa  of  the  gluteus  maximus,  on  the 
kft  side ;  the  stitches  run  in  the  diraction  of 
fts  hip  Joint 

Urawfaig  pain  in  the  left  hamstrhig,  ex- 


tending across  the  joint  to  the  orgin  of  the 
gastrocnemius. 

Drawing  stitches  in  the  dorsum  of  the 
right  hand,  running  down  into  the  xiuddle 
and  ring  fingers. 

Pain  in  the  stomach,  extending  from  the 
pyloric  end  of  it  to  the  axilla,  and  under  the 
scapula,  and  down  the  right  arm  to  the  ex- 
ternal side  of  the  forearm,  which  terminates 
about  a  hand's  breadth  from  the  elbow. 
This  passed  off  after  taking  biscuit  and 
coffee. 

Sore  feeling,  during  deglutition,  about 
the  root  of  the  tongue  and  larynx,  with  an 
accumulation  of  mucus  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  trachea,  causing  frequent  clearing  of  the 
throat. 

Slight  griping  pains  through  the  abdomen, 
most  in  the  umbilical  region,  after  supper. 

One  of  the  right  inguinal  glands  became 
swollen  and  tender  to  the  touch. 

Two  little  painful  spots  on  each  side  of 
the  umbilicus,  extending  down  into  the 
bowels ;  the  pain  is  increased  by  pressure. 
{Bndofthe  second  day  of  proving.) 

Centiuued  proving  ^ih  dH, — two  drops  in 
half  tumbler  of  water,  two  ieaspoonftds  at  a 
dose : 

Slight  jerking  about  the  middle  of  the 
rectus  muscle  of  the  right  thigh, 

Slight  jerking,  in  the  vastus  extemus 
muscle  of  the  right  thigh,  near  the  knee. 

Burning  sensation  around  the  inner  can- 
thus  of  the  right  ^e. 

Full  feeling  in  the  whole  head,  with  tome 
throbbing  and  uneasiness  in  the  occiput; 
the  head  feels  full  and  excited,  or  fevensh. 

Sharp  stitch  arodnd  the  umbilicus ;  weak, 
nauseated  feeling  in  the  bowels. , 

Mucus  accumulates  in  the  nose  and  up- 
per part  of  the  trachea.  The  mucus  slips 
into  the  trachea  while  talking,  whidh  keeps 
up  a  hacking  cou^h. 

Languid  feeling  of  tne  whole  body,  especi- 
ally of  the  hands  aad  feet. — Western  Horn. 
Observer. 

[To  be  continued.] 


DYSENTERY— PHOSPHORIC  ACID  AND 
MERCURIUS. 

B7   C.  E.    MOBSE,   U.  D. 

I  feel  perfectly  justified  in  recom- 
mending to  your  notice  from  an  experi- 
ence of  years,  Phos.  acid  and  Merc,  in  al- 
ternation for  bowel  complaints  and  the  most 
serious  caees  of  dysentery.  I  consider  them 
almost  specific,  and  in  particular  when 
the  evacuations  are  bloody  mucus  with  a 
sweetish  or  fresh  odor,  and  very  soon  the 
two  properties  separate  and  become  putrid. 
I  have  found  no  other  remedy  which  meets 
that   peculiar  symptomas  well  as    Phos. 
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add,  and  the  flatnleucy  and  distention 
of  the  abdomen  is  quickly  relieved.  I  give 
Mere.  8d  trit.,  Phos.  acid  Ist  dil. 


EUPATORIUM  AROMATICUM. 
Dr.  F.  C.  Hunter  reports  "I  have  used  the 
Sap.  aromat.  with  excellent  effect  in  Stomas 
titu^Maternaj  after  failure  with  other  reme- 
dies." 


atirfus; 


Catuoa  Coumtt  Houceopathic  Medical 
SociBTT.-Tbe  Homceopathic  Medical  Society 
of  the  County  of  Cayuga,  N.  Y.,  held  its  quar- 
terly meeting  at  the  office  of  Drs.  Robinson 
&  Boyce,  in  the  city  of  Auburn.  Sept.  18t;h, 
1864.  Present,  Drs.  Robinson,  Robinson  Jr., 
Fellows,  Gwynn,  Peterson  and  Boyce.  The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
approved.  The  printing  Committee  reported 
that  they  had  money  to  pay  for  By-Laws  and 
reports,  but  as  the  prospect  is  that  paper 
will  soon  be  cheaper,  they  thought  best  to 
roport  progress  and  ask  for  further  time, 
wl^ch  T^as  granted. 

Dr.  Robinson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Theory  and  Practice,  gave  a  synopsis  of  a 
paper  on  Dysentery,  whig^  he  had  been  un- 
able to  complete  in  time  for  this  meeting. 

Dr.  Robinson,  Jr.,  reported  on  special 
Therapeutics. 

Dr.  Fellows,  from  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
teria Medica  read  a  paper  on  that  branch 
and  gave  a  proving  of  Phytolacca  Decandria, 
which  he  had  made,  showing  its  effects  up- 
on the  i^stem  and  particularly  on  the  throat. 
Also  a  proving  of  Lachesjs. 

A  valuable  proving  of  Phosphorus  by  Dr. 
E.  R.  Heath,  of  Palmyra,  was  read.  The 
symptoms  were  of  decided  Dysentery,  with 
typhoid  complications.  On  motion,  Dr. 
Heath  was  requested  to  send  a  copy  to  the 
Review  for  publication. 

Dr.  Boyce,  from  the  Committee  on  obstet- 
rics reported  on  the  subject  of  induced 
abortion,  giving  statistics  showing  its  terrible 
effects  upon  the  system  both  physically  and 
morally. 

Dr.  Peterson,  from  the  Committee  on  Vol- 
untary Communications,  reported  a  case  of 
Rheumatic  Ophthalmia,  cured  by  Yeratrum 
Viride  and  Macrotin. 

Dr.  Robinson  detailed  a'case  of  collapse 
Ollowing  Cholera  Morbus,  where  none  of  the 
ordinary  remedies  did  any  good,  which  was 
promptly  cured  by  the  Tincture  of  Aconite. 

Dr.  Peterson  read  a  paper  on  the  treat- 
ment  of  catarrh. 


A  paper  from  Dr.  H.  M.  Smith,  of  New 
York,  on  alternation  of  remedies  was  read, 
and  on  motion  he  was  requested  to  allow  it 
to  be  published. 

Two  papers  from  Dr.  Lodge,  of  Detroit, 
were  read,  and  on  motion,  he  was  requested 
to  publish  them  in  the  Observer. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Colby,  of  Concord  N. 
H.,  was  read,  giving  his  experience  in  the 
use  of  cold  water  in  curing  disease  and 
affirming  his  unbounded  confidence  in  its  use. 
The  society  expressed  Its  thanks  for  the  in- 
formation and  sympathy  for  Dr.  Colby,  who 
has  worn  himself  out  in  the  arduous  labors 
of  his  profession. 

Adjourned  to  2d  Tuesday  in  December, 
1864.  C.  W.  BoYCB,  Scc'y. 


The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Otsego 
Co.  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  was  held 
in  Cooperstown  at  the  Empire  House  on 
Wednesday  June  8th.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Foote. 

There  was  a  general  attendance ;  the  com- 
mittees submitted  their  reports  which  were 
duly  acknowledged  and  placed  on  record. 
Some  very  interesting  cases  were  reported 
by  Drs.  Warren,  White,  Matteson,  Getman, 
and  Blodgett.  A  very  interesting  communi- 
cation was  read  by  Dr.  Foote  on  the  peculiar 
effect  of  Diphtheria  upon  the  human  system, 
also  a  valnable  paper  by  C.  Bruchhaosen 
upon  Pemphigus  chronicus. 

The  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  elected : 

President,  Dr.  J.  H.  Foote ;  Vice  Presi- 
dent, E.  B.  Warren ;  Secretary  and  Treasur- 
er, S.  C.  Warren  ;  Censors,  Drs.  E.  B .  War- 
ren, M.  Matteson,  N.  Getman  ;  Delegates  to 
State  Medical  Society,  M.  Matteson,  N.  QeU 
more.  Dr.  J.  H.  Foote  was  appointed  to. 
deliver  the  next  annual  address. 

S.  C.  Warbex,  Sec. 


iscfKaiij 


ON  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  CULTIVATION 
UPON  MEDICINAL  PLANTS. 

[From  Repertorie  de   Chimie,   In  London  Phann* 

Jouroal.] 

Some  correspondents  have  recently  ex- 
pressed to  us  their  belief,  that  extracts  made 
from  herbs  growing  wild  keep  better  than 
those  prepared  from  the  same  plants  in  a 
cultivated  condition.  As  this  is  a  point  of 
great  interest,  aud  one  which  has  an  impor- 
tant bearing  upon  the  preparation  of  medi- 
cinal extracts,  we  subjoin  the  following 
translation  from  '  V  Vtkion  Fharmmeiuikpu^ 
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of  &r«port  recently  preienled  to  tbe  Imper- 
ial Sodet;  of  Medicine  of  TouTouse,  On  iht 
influtnee  ef  euUiealion  upon  medkinnl  Flanii; 
by  M.  Timbftl-Lagrave. 

"  At  the  present  time,  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
Euy  lo  icsiat  npon  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rired  from  a  Icnovledge  of  bolainy,  Rnd  the 
importaDla^iplicalJoasofsiicb  knowledge  iu 
tbe  trentmeot  of  dieease,  WhitsL  we  thun 
sdmit  tlie  Importance  of  an  acquaintance 
with  tbe  medicinal  properties  of  plants,  we 
mult  Bcknoirledge,  however,  that  it  ii  not 
so  euy  to  ascertain  with  certainty  under 
iThAt  conditions  medicinal  plants  should  be 
cboBen  and  collected.  Although  many 
Mttbon  have  written  treatiEes  on  Therapeu- 
tiel  and  FharmacoJogy,  we  aie  fac  from 
knowint!,  >■  yet,  the  principles  whicli  ought 
to  b«  acted  upon  in  the  choice  and  collec- 
tjoD  of  medicinal  plante.  The  ^reatnnmber 
of  Kriten  recommead  that  such  plants 
shonld  be  collected  in  those  places  where 
thej  grow  wild,  under  the  belief  thai  if  they 
are  removed  from  their  natural  habitats, 
they  will  but  rarely  iiud  in  their  new  ones 
llioHe  conditions  which  are  necessary  for 
their  complete  development ;  and  that, 
hence,  they  will  languish,  become  sickly, 
and  will  not  possess  in  the  same  degree  the 
properties  which  they  had  in  their  natural 
state*,  and  the  medical  practitioner  would 
therefore  have  to  deal  with  doubtful  and 
TRiiable  agents,  in  which  be  could  place  iio 
confidence. 

"  It  must  not  be  imagined  that  this  deci- 
sion in  favor  of  wild  plants  haa  been  arrived  , 
at  hastily,  or  without  proofs ;  on  the  con- 
trary it  rests  on  certain  scienliBcdBta,  which 
the  labors  of  modern  pliyaiologieta  have  con- 
armed.  Thus,  ifwecjst  an  attentive  glance 
npon  the  distribution  of  plants  over  the  sor- 
faca  of  the  globe,  we  shall  be  struck  at  onc^ 
'^th  their  number  and  variety,  and  if  we 
search  for  tbe  causes  of  snch  variety,  and 
for  the  evident  preference  of  certain  plants 
for  partlcnlar  localities,  we  shall  see  that 
they  obey  those  influences  in  which  heat 
and  light  have  the  grAtest  share ;  it  is  in 
fact  by  them  that  the  seasons  aOect  the 
climates,  which  have,  in  their.turn,  so  pow- 
erful an  action  upon  vegetation.  It  is  heat 
and  ligbt  which  increase  or  diminish  the  res- 
piration, circulation,  absorption,  and  eahala- 
lion  of  plants ;  In  fact,  it  is  to  their  inSuence 
that  vegetable  secretions  owe  their  peculier 
tutei  and  odora.  A  plant,  says  M,  Alph. 
De  CandoUe,  isea  living  machine  working 
nnder  Ui«  influence  of  two  external  agents, 
beat  and  light,  and  one  internal,  life.  Se 
observes,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  old 
bdtaiilita  aacrlbed  lo  these  two  agents  a  still 
greater  infiaence,  for  they  looked  upon 
plant*  nt  tbermomelen,  the  degreei  of  wueh 


were  marked  by  the  phenomena  of  veS«ta- 

"  It  is  also  by  heat  and  li([ht  that  we  ex- 
plain tbe  preference  of  some  plants  for  cer- 
tain latitudes,  certain  climacteric  zone* 
which  they  do  not  go  beyond  ;  it  is  also  by 
them  that  we  account  for  the  presence  of  a 
great  number  of  species  at  particular  helgbia 
above  the  level  of  tbe  sea,  fiom  whence  tbey 
neither  ascend  nor  dececd  without  destroy- 
ing themselves  or  their  progeny.  It  is  also 
to  these  two  agents  that  we  must  attribute 
the  fructification  of  certain  species  in  a  given 
spot,  a  fractifi cation  which  cannot  be  pro- 
duced if  such  plants  be  placed  in  colder 
regions ;  snch  are,  for  example,  the  olive, 
jujnbe,  etc. 

"To  these  and  other  causes  of  a  pnrely 
physical  character,  we  might  add  those  of 
a  chemical  nature,  for  although  these  have 
been  altogether  denied'  by  some  writers, 
they  have,  nevertheless,  a  great  influence 
upon  the  distribntion  of  plants  over  the 
earth.  All  botanists,  for  instance,  know  the 
preference  of  certain  species  of  plants  for 
silica,  chalk,  etc. ;  of  others,  for  mised  rocks 
and  gravel,  etc.  Those  apocies,  again,  which 
inhabit  swampy  or  turfy  ground ;  those 
which  select  stagnant  and  warm  waters,  or 
those  which  choose  running  and  cold  streams; 
and  those  which  spring  up  in  the  woods, 
meadows,  or  upon  walls,  rains,  etc,  are  not 
placed  in  snch  situations  by  chance  and 
wilhont  appreciable  causes.  Again,  without 
referring  to  parasitic  plants,  examples  of  a 
more  estraordinary  predilection  have  been 
noticed, — such,  for  instance,  as  are  present- 
ed to  us  by  altpmaling  plants— namely, 
those  which  appear  in  certain  soils  for  one 
or  two  years,  then  disappear  to  return  again 
and  again  disappear ;  thus  obeying  some 
particular  physical  and  ohemlcai  influences 
which  are  necessary  for  their  development, 

"  Thestudj  of  the  physical  and  chemical 
causes  which  are  concerned  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  plants  over  the  earth  constitute  the 
science  of  Botanical  Geoiiraphy.  It  Is  upon 
the  data  fnmished  by  this  science  and  upon 
some  very  conclusive  phjsiological  eiperi- 
ments  that  tbe  selection  of  medicinal  plants 
should  be  baaed  if  we  desire  to  obtain  effi- 
cient remedies:  such,  at  least,  is  the  design 
of  pharamacologists  when  they  advise  the 
employment  of  wild  plants,  for  tbey  think 
that  when  they  are  obtained  growing  under 
other  conditions,  that  Is,  when  in  a  state  of 
cultivation,  tbey  have  lost  a  great  portion  of 
their  medicinal  properties, 

"  It  is  unnecessary  for  ns  to  refer  here  to 
the  variona  modifications  which  the  use  of 
simples  in  medicine  have  undergone,  or  to 
the  value  of  the  more  or  less  whimsical  no- 
tions which  led  to  the  mixture  of  many 
obscure  remedies  with  those  of  uad(va!;A«&. 
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medtdnal  valne.  II  Is  mfflcietit  for  us,  at 
thB  present  time,  to  thow  that  a  fcreat  num- 
ber of  plants  do  possess  valaable  medicinal 
pioperUes,  fihicb  reader  tbeir  nse  of  great 

importance  in  the  treatment  of  many  dia- 
Mses;  and  that,  from  their  frequeot  and 
daily  employment,  a  great  increase  in  the 
commercial  ralue  of  several  of  thfm  lias  re- 
SDlled.  Hence  has  arisen  the  Idea  of  snb- 
miltins  snch  plants  to  cultivation  in  the 
same  way  as  is  done  on  a  large  scale  nith 
those  species  which  are  employed  for  food 
or  forage.  Buch  attempts  were  at  first  made 
on  a  small  scale,  but  In  a  short  time  horti- 
cnltnral  establishments  arose  on  all  tides  in 
which  were  cultivated  al!  our  indigenoua 
plants  employed  in  medicine,  from  the  digi- 
talis, belladonna,  aconite,  etc.,  to  the  mul- 
lein and  common  red  poppy.  These  pro- 
ducUons  more  developed,  more  fattened,  if 
I  may  so  spe^,  by  cnltavation,  sell,  on  ac- 
count of  theic  better  appearance,  etc.,  at 
much  higher  pdccs  Iban  the  some  obtuned 
in  a  natural  state. 

"  In  these  eatablishments  all  the  plants  are 
grown  together  without  any  previons  ioves- 
tigalion  as  to  whether  the  soil  be  favorable 
or  otherwise ;  whether  the  situation  wilt  in- 
jure tbe  development  of  their  active  princi- 
ples, or  whether  the  height  of  tbe  position 
which  tbepe  plants  prefer  will  not  resnit  in 
'  modi^lng  their  properties ;  nothing  of  all 
these  matters  ij  considered.  Those  persons 
who  make  such  apecnlations  are  most  fre- 
quently strangers  to  the  pbarmaceotical 
profession,  do  not  anspect  the  importance  of 
these  questions,  cor  the  sreat  injury  they 
cause, thereby  to  the  public  health;  they 
sell  their  prodnctions  as  gardeners  sell  their 
vegetables ;  the  profit  they  obtain  largely 
repays  them  for  their  labors ;  they  have  at- 
t^ed  their  object;  they  care  for  little  be- 
yond ;  they  are  not  responsible  for  the  in- 
■  jury  produced.  Nor  is  this  all,  for,  to  in- 
crease the  profit  as  much  as  possible,  they 
subject  some  other  plants,  such  as  pepper- 
mint, balm,  belladonna,  stramonium,  to  the 
same  periodical  cntting^as  is  practised  in  the 
cuIUvation  upon  a  large  scale  of  forage 
plants  in  our  fields,  without  considering  in 
the  least  whether  such  treatment,  which 
does  not  give  the  plants  time  for  elaborating 
their  active  principles,  will  not  considerably 
impair  Iheir  medical  properties.  We  have 
known,  since  tbe  time  of  Daubenton,  that 
the  young  shoots  of  aconite  aod  hemlock 
may  be  eaten  with  impunity,  while  the  fa\l- 
grown  and  mature  plant  of  the  same  species 
are  poiaonons.  We  know  also  that  many 
labiate  plants,  such  as  mint  and  baliu,  con- 
,  tain  moat  bitter  and  volatile  piinciplea  when 
in  flower. 


Is  thus  that  the  minute  observations  ai . 

during  many  ages  of  experience  by  learned 
men  who  have  sacrificed  their  time  and  theit 
labors  to  the  relief  of  humanity,  disappear. 
Tailing  the  above  facts  into  considera- 
I,  tbe  Society,  whose  organ  I  am  this  day, 
decided  to  put  to  the  assembly  the  b- 
ject:  0/  the  iKfiuenee  of  aUtivaiiim  upon 
medtcitul  plant!.  We  arc  especially  desirous 
that  to  the  data  already  acquired  by  science 
and  well  known  to  all,  may  be  added  chemi- 
cal, pharmaceutical,  and  clinical  expert- 
's, in  order  to  determine  in  a  material 
.rrefrafiable  manner  tbe  real  and  com- 
parative valnea  of  wild  and  cnltivalsd  plants, 
ao  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  vagueness  and 
confnsioB  which  the  practitioner  meets  with 
when  be  wishes  to  employ  any  medicinal 
plant.  It  ia  on  this  ground  that  the  Society 
invites  practitioners  desirous  of  proving 
their  zeal  for  science,  to  lend  the  support  of 
their  experience  to  therapeutics  and  phar- 
macology, in  order  to  enlighten  the  medical 
world  upon  a  state  of  things  which  tends  to 
lead  the  physician  astray,  as  well  as  to  com- 
promise the  health  of  his  patients." 

In  presenting  tbe  above  abstract  to  our 
readers  we  must  beg  them  to  notice  that  we 
do  net  endorse  all  the  statements  therein 
made ;  those  more  particularly  which  have 
reference  to  tbe  cultivators  of  medicinal 
plants  in  France,  are  most  certainly  not  ap- 
plicable to  the  very  intelligent  body  of  m«D 
who  devote  their  time,  abilities,  and  money, 
to  the  cultlvatioo  of  such  plants  in  Englaud. 
Nevertheless,  the  paper  is  eminently  sue- 
gestive,  and  the  statements  of  its  author 
should  be  carefully  considered  by  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  growth  of  medlciosJ 
plants.  The  opinion  entertained  upon  the 
comparative  medicinal  activity  of  wild  and 
cultivated  plants  by  the  framers  ot  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopceia  is,  "that  the  herb  which 
growB  spontaneously  in  hedges  and  in  nncul- 
tivated  places,  is  to  be  preferred  to  that  cul- 
tivated in  gardens."  At  present,  however, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  no  satisfactory  evi- 
dence can  be  adduced  of  the  greater  actif  ity 
of  wild  plants;  indeed,  Dr.  Cbristlscoi  states, 
that  "from  experiments  made  aome  years 
ago  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  Edinhnrgh, 
with  henbane,  the  inferiority  of  cultivated 
plants,  if  it  exists  at  all,  seems  not  appre- 
ciable in  practice."  According  to  Merat, 
however,  the  superior  activity  of  wild  hen- 
bane has  been  demonstrated  iu  Qermauy. 
Further  experiments  upon  the  comparative 
activity  of  wild  and  cultivattnl  herbs  are 
therefore  required  before  we  can  arrive  at 
any  po^tlve  conclusions  upon  the  subject. 
With  regard  to  valerian,  however,  we  enter- 
tain no  doubt  as  to  the  greater  actifity  of 
the  wild  berb. 
Tbe  following  extract  from  StnUty'i  Mi- 
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mtalef  Selant/,  page  785,  hu  alio  direct 
bearing!  upon  the  matter  in  question.  Thus, 
after  ftllnding  Co  the  eQects  or  the  rarviQa 
inteoilty  of  heat,  light,  etc.,  npon  the  fonuit- 
Iton  of  the  secretions  of  plants,  ProfesBor 
BoDtley  ssyi : — "  At  preseDt,  much,  remalD: 
to  be  diacorered  before  we  can  be  asiid  t< 
hftTS  anj^hing'like  a  aatisfoctor;  explaua 
tloii  of  thecaiues  which  icfluetice  the  forma 
tion  of  the  seeretious  of  plants  i  for  ic  i- 
Ibond  that  the  aame  plants  wheu  grown  iu 
^Iflbrent  pArti  of  Great  Britain,  where  the 
cUmalal  differenceg  are  not  atrlkiDglj 
varkoce  or  even  at  the  distacce  of  a  fetr 
mllM,  -ot  in  fome  casea  a  few  yards, 
qamitty  Tarj'  much  as  regards  the  Df 
mod  activity  of  their  peculiar  secretions 
■(riking  illostration  of  this  tact  is  mentioned 
bj  St.  Ohristiaon,  who  found  that  i 
tMlUfifrona  plaote,  as  Cieuta  vinwa  (Water 
Hemlock),  and  (Enanlhe  croeata  (Hemlock 
Wmter  Dropwort),  which  are  poisonous  in 
moU  disulcta  of  Euglaud,  were  inupouoos 
wlw  grown  near  Edinburgh.  The  causeji 
Wllich  lead  to  such  differences  are  at  present 
Olwciire,  but  the  varying  coaditioQS  of  soil 
and  nmatiire  under  which  inch  placta  are 
powD,  tuive  doubtless  od  impoilaut  influ- 
moe  upon  their  secretions.  Id  a  pharma- 
oentioal  point  of  view,  so  far  as  the  active 
properties  of  the  vacious  medicioal  prepara- 
Uona  obtained  from  plants  are  coucemed, 
this  modificatinn  in  the  secretions  of  plants 
■nch  cases  is  of  much  iuterest,  and  would 
wnplr  repay  investi^^atioa,  for  ic  cannot  be 
donbted  but  that  each  plant  will  only  form 
%t*  proper  secretioDs  when  grown  under 
thow  drcnmshuices  which  are  natural  to  it, 
that   consequently  any   ohange   from 


be  ascertained  at  present,  their  natural  cor 
dition,  and  then  we  have  no  fear  tbat  Uiel 
medicinal  properties  will  be  sensibly  dimk 
ished ;  indeed,  we  see  little  reason  to  donbl 
that  as  our  knowledge  of  vegetable  physi 
ology  and  chemistry  increases,  when  th 
cooditioQS  under  which  the  difleteut  seore 
tions  of  each  particular  plant  hsve  beel 
thoroughly  investigated, — we  may  increaai 
rather  than  diminish  their  active  propertle 
by  proper  cultivation. — London  Journal. 
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tbMe  conditions  will  modify 
Um  properties  of  the  plant.    I  cannot   b 
b«lle*e  that  here  we  have  an  explanation,  ._ 
HHM  extent  at  leaat,  of  the   cause   of   the 
wying  strength  of  medicinal  preparati( 
obtained  A'om  plants  grown  in  different  pa 
of  thia  country,  or  in  different  soils,  etc." 

If  future  experiments  should  demonstraCf 
in  a  conclusive  manner  that  wild  plants  are 
more  active  than  those  under  cultivation,  it 
will  ba  necessary  to  ascertain  what  are  the 
eoodltjons  of  heat,  light  exposure,  soil  mois- 
ture, etc.,  which  are  most  favorable  to  the 
taii  development  of  the  medicinal  properties 
ofeachplaat,  in  order  that  the  cultivator 
naj  place  them,  as  far  ai  he  is  able,  under 
audi  conditions.  Many  of  our  medicinal 
plaDti  are  now  employed  so  extensively  that 
the)'  GOold  not  be  obtained  in  any  propor- 
tion U>  the  demand  for  them  from  wild  looali- 
tiaa,  and  henna  cultivaljon  must  be  resorted 
to  to  keep  ap  the  oecassary  supply.  Jn 
-oonelnswo,  we  would  urge  upon  our  culti- 
vnton  of  medicinal  plants 
jthtf  plasla  they  cnltivate  in 


The  original  observations  on  which  6u 
!iteria  medica  is  based,  the  resullB  of  prov 
^g  as  well  as  the  results  of  practice,  an 
scattered  about  in  our  literature.  SInct 
Flahnemann  gave  DB  his  "  Ar^neimittellehre' 
in  six  volumes,  and  its  continuation  in  the 
four  volumes  of  his  "Chronic  Diseaies,"  no 
larger  work  has  appeared ;  and  after  Hab- 
imann's  death  nb  new  edition  of  any  of  his 
:iiks  was  published. 

In  the  meantime  Homceapathy  has  had  a 
iireat  number  of  jonraals,  besides  hundreds 
f  smaller  and  larger  works ;  has  spread 
_rom  Qermany  to  France  and  Italy,  to  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  and  has  particularly  been 
adopted  by  thousands  in  America.  Frovings 
liave  been  made,  and  re-provinga  (naohpm- 
fungen);  but  all  these  valuable  observations 
lire  scattered  about  In  journals  and  books. 
Tbe  difficulty  which  botaiBopithia  practi- 
lienors  experienced  in  getting  "posted  up," 
iucreased  from  year  to  year  until  it  became 
an  impossibility. 

Extracts  Cook  the  place  of  Che  original  and 
complete  reporCs  of  provings  ;  the  period  of 
Jahr,  Noak  and  Trinks,  Possart  and  the 
t^riod  of  repertories  set  in. 

The  intention  of  all  such  books  was  to  en- 
a.ble  physicians  to  And,  for  each  case  before 
ibem,  the  nearest  corresponding  medicine, 
ai  the  one  wbicb  would  most  likely  cure. 
They  not  only  collected  what  was  scattered 
and  inaccessible  except  to  the  few ;  they 
also  shortened  and  coudensed.  They  aimed 
to  make  it  easier,  but  in  this  the  same  mis- 
take was  made  tbat  physicians  make  In 
ordering  the  exCracC  of  a  pound  of  flesh, 
supposing  that,  if  swallowed,  it  would  give 
'  I  lame  nourishment  as  Che  same  pound  of 
lb  properly  prepared,  cut,  chewed  and 
gradually  digested  by  the  stomach.  It  never 
ivill  do  such  a  thing,  and  never  has  done  It. 
Besides  that,  tbe  experience  of  the  last 
bwenty-ffve  years  has  more  than  sufficiently 
proved,  not  only  bow  incomplete  andinefflci- 
itudy  to  place  eut  all  such  books  are,  bat  also,  how  Injurt 
nearly  as  canJ  ous  to  our  art.     The  period  may  have  been 
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a  necessary  one,  an  intenn^diate  transition 
state  of  our  art,  but  it  has  decidedly  not 
farored  mastership  in  the  materia  medica  of 
our  school. 

All  such  books  were  shorter,  and  of  course 
ought  to  have  saved  time  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  took  more  time  to  find  in  them 
\7hat  we  wanted.  A  large  dictionary,  well 
arranged,  saves  time,  n^ile  with  a  condensed 
smaller  one  lose  time  by  fruitless  search. 

All  such  books  seemed  also  cheaper,  but 
still  our  literature  became  more  and  more 
expensive  through  them  ;  when  editors  and 
publishers  made  arrangements  to  save  a  few 
dollars  in  the  printing  of  them — for  instance 
by  letting  the  symptoms  run  on  in  the  same 
line,  or  by  a  horrible  number  of  abbrevia- 
tions— our  eyes  and  our  minds  were  tortured 
by  using  such  books,  and  we  not  only  lost 
time,  but  even  our  willingness  to  look  over 
the  mass,  and  to  compare  and  become  fami- 
liar with  what  is  the  most  important  in  our 
art,  t. «.,  with  the  minutisB. 

Whei'eas  our  eyes  could  glide  over  the 
large  number  of  symptoms,  if  singly  printed, 
wi&  the  same  ease  with  which  a  bird,  soar- 
ing in  the  air,  views  the  field  and  its  furrows, 
we  now  stumble  along  and  totter  about,  more 
like  turtles  ashore  or  terrapins  on  x>loughed 
ground ;  and  when  once  we  fall  on  our  back 
it  is  hard  work  to  get  upon  our  feet  again. 

But  the  worst  of  all  is  the  dependence  in 
which  we  are  placed.  We  depend  upon  the 
views  and  notions  of  the  individual  who 
prepared  the  extract.  We  are,  in  this  re- 
spect, like  birds  caged  in  .and  hung  up 
against  the  wall,  to  be  fed  with  whatever 
our  master  pleases  to  let  us  have. 

A  Homceopathician  will  never  learn  to 
master  the  materia  medica,  overlookiug  and 
commanding  the  whole,  as  a  general  does 
the  regiments  of  his  army,  as  long  as  he  is 
dependent  on  such  extracts. 

Thus  it  is  a  large  work  that  we  need,  con- 
taining all  tbat  has  been  obtained  thus  far, 
and  as  complete  as  it  can  possibly  be  made, 
spaciously  printed,  arranged  for  the  eyes, 
facilitating  the  operation  of  the  mind  through 
them,  and  enabling  every  one  to  look  over 
it  quickly  and  with  ease,  and  to  find  parti- 
culars when  wanted. 

Having  been  engaged  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  by  daily  additions  and  arrange- 
ments, in  the  preparation  of  such  work,  we 
presume  that  the  main  objection — in  fact  the 
only  one — to  publishing  it,  might  be  the 
high  price. 

Books  for  everybody  are  cheap;  books 
for  a  minority,  and  therefore  for  physicians 
in  general,  must  bring  a  higher  price ;  books 
only  for  a  minority  among  the  physicians, 
consequent^,  the  highest.  Thus  no  publish- 
er could  undertake  a  work  of  such  extent. 
The  only  way  is  to  do  without  a  publisher. 


to  have  it  printed  for  subscribers,  and  at 
their  expense,  and  in  order  to  avoid  all  risk, 
the  first  edition  of  at  least  five  hundred,  if 
possible  one  thousand  copies,  to  such  only 
as  prepay.  This  will  make  it  one  of  the 
cheapest  books  of  its  kind.  Thus,  under 
the  following 

Conditions. — Every  subscriber  giving  his 
full  name  and  residence,  and  paying  in  ad- 
vance not  less  than  five  dollars,  receives  a 
check,  and  for  every  additional  five  dollars 
a  separate  check.  For  such  checks  every 
agent  of  the  work  is  bound  to  give  to  bear- 
er, at  any  time  when  presented,  as  many' 
sheets  of  the  work  as  have  been  printed  after 
the  date  of  said  check,  for  cost  price,  free  by 
mail,  in  the  form  of  a  journal  or  newspaper. 
Said  cost  price  consists  of  one  per  thousand, 
or  in  case  of  a  smaller  number  of  subscrib- 
ers, one  and  a  half  or  two  per  thousand  of 
(the  cost  of)  stereotyying  the  plates  for  each 
sheet,  and  the  price  of  paper  and  printing, 
and  the  mailing  o{  it  by  sheets.  If  binding 
is  ordered,  the  original  cost  of  the  same  is 
added.  An  account  of  expenses  in  full  is  to 
be  given  on  the  co^rer. 

Every  subscriber  will  receive  as  many 
sheets  as  are  paid  for  in  advance,  and  a  noti- 
fication of  the  period  when  his  subscription 
runs  out.  No  credit  to  be  given,  not  even  to 
the  publisher  himself,  who  must  pay  in  ad- 
vance for  every  copy  he  wants  beside  the 
proof  sheets. 

No  free  copies  shall  be  sent  to  editors  or 
publishers.  The  trade  price  afterwards  is 
to  be  double  the  cost  price,  the  plates  and 
copyright  becoming  the  property  of  the 
editor.  Every  subscriber  is  invited  to  send 
by  mail,  in  legible  letters,  his  views,  pro- 
positions and  preferences ;  every  such  letter 
will  be  duly  acknowledged  and  answered  on 
the  cover. 

Additions  from  trustworthy  colaborers  are 
welcome,  and  will  be  added ;  coutributors 
receive  a  fee  after  the  publication  of  the 
work  is  secured,  by  checks  for  the  work, 
not  cash. 

The  Plan  of  the  Worh—The  work  will  be 
published  in  monographs,  the  main  medi- 
cines and  those  most  proved  each  in  a  separ- 
ate volume,  and  the  clinical  experience 
given  separately. 

The  smaller,  less  known  medicines  are  to 
be  given  in  families  and  the  clinical  observa-- 
tions  united  with  the  symptoms  in  the  same 
schema.  When  the  smaller  provings  make 
it  desirable,  the  symptoms  of  several  fami- 
lies with  their  more  or  less  known  dmgi 
shall  be  placed  together  in  one  volume. 
The  main  rule  shall  be  to  publish  what  la 
ready  for  the  press  as  soon  as  the  money  for 
printing  has  been  advanced.  As  nearly  as 
possible  the  order  is  to  be  the  foUowing: 
a  chemical  drug,  a  plant  and  drug  of  animal 
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origin,  alternatiTely,  and  in  each  kingdom  cents ;  for  fire  dollars  prepaid  the  subscrib* 

to  follow  the  natural  order.  er  may  receive  at  least  thirty,  or  if  the  num- 

The  whole  work  will,  even  in  a  few  years,  her  of  subscribers  amount  to  one  thousand 

show,  like  the  map  of  a  newly  discoyered  or  if  paper  becomes  cheaper,  as  many  as 

world,  how  far  our  explanations  hare  .been  fifty  sheets.     Renewing  the  subscriptions 

extended  and  what  still  remains  for  us  to  once  or  twice  every  year,  within  a  few  years 

do.  every  subscriber  will  be  in  possession  of  tbe 

The  first  nunbe.r  will  contain  the  schema,  completest  work  on  Materia  Medica  which 

fully  elaborated,  in  German  and  English,  has  ever  appeared,  and  of  which  the  trade 

serving  as  a  key  to  the  whole  work  and  at  price  may  be  very  nearly  one  hundred  dol- 

tbe  same  time  as  a  glossary  to  settle  all  the  lars. 

difiSculties  of  translation.    As  the  majority  A  homoeopathic  practitioner  will  not  be 

of  proyings  thus  far  were  originally  written  considered  as  fitted  out  for  his  profession 

in  German,  and  as  now  the  majority  of  horn,  without  this  work. 

oeopathic   physicians    speak    the    English  

tongue,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  use  both 

languages  in  opposite  columns,  facilitating  HOMCEOPATIIY    A    PROGRESSIVE 

at  the  same  time  a  familiarity  with  both  SCIENCE 

languages. 

The  first  volume  will  contain  Sulphur,  all  bt  j.  u.  lon(},  x.  n. 

the  .ymptoms  given  by  Hahnemann,  by  the  j„  ^^^^      „  speaking  upon  the  subject 

Aurtnan  proven  and  others   arranged  ao-  of  Homoeopathy,  we  enter  a  field  so  broad 

CMdmg  to  the  schema,  hke  all  other  drugs  ^^^^  ^^  ^,^  ^^''l„^^  bewildered.    Including 

anerwaras.                                              ...  as  it  does  the  human  system,  the  spiritual 

As  another  series  of  monographs,  which  condition  and  the  world  of  nature,  we  may 

'^JlL'f^'^K^^^f^^T*'^   ^  '''''''  "5  say  that  it  is  universal  in  its  application  anS, 

a  Buffldent  number  of  co-laborers  are  secured  j^^^j^^  .^  j^^  connections ;  but  its  most  im. ' 

to  be  able  to  continue  the  publication  with  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^.^I^.^  »^^      j^       ^  ^ 

anequal  promptitude  to  that  which  can  be  f^dividual,   therefore,  it  belongs  to  every 

promised  m  regard  to  the  first  series,  a  his-  ^^^  ^^^  especially  every  physician  to  unfold 

tory  of  each  of  our  proved  drugs  will  be  j^^  ^^^^^  principles  to  the  understanding, 

giren.in  the  manner  first  introduced  by  Dr.  Within  the  human  organization  lies  all  the 

Stapf  and  afterwards  adopted  by  Dr.  Franz,  forces  of  nature,   and  therefore  the  truest 

Dr.  Seidel,  Dr.  Noak  and  particularly  by  the  ^^^^  ^^  medicine  is  the  one  that  includes 

Austrian  provers;  a  history  containing  the  ^^^         ^^3^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^         ^^^  ^  ^^^^^ 

introduction  of  the  drug  into  Materia  Medi-  ^^rough  them.    And  not  only  does  man  in- 

ca,  Its  application  according  to  the  diff-erent  elude  the  forces  of  the  natural  world,  but 

opinions  of  the  older  schools  and  cases  of  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^.^  j^.^  ^^^^^    ^^^^^  denomin- 

poisoning.  If  there  are  such,  etc.    To  this  ^^^  ^^0  intellect,  the  mind,  the  spirit-the 

wiU  be  annexed  all  the  day-books  of  the  ^^^j^    ^hus  a  system  of  medicine  that  takes 

^vers  as  far  as  they  can  possibly  be  ob-  „^  cognizance  of  man  as  an  individual  and 

***°®*^*  spiritual  being  is  really  suited  only  for  the 

Such  a  work  would  be  a  real  basis  to  Ma-  animal  kingdom, 

teria  Medica,  as  a  science,   in  the   same  AH  diseases  have  relation  to  the  vital 

measure  as  our  first  series  will  be  the  basis  principle  in  man  and  thus  hold  connection 

of  our  art  as  an  art  of  healing.  with  the  moral,  intellectual  and  spiritual 

JRepertory, — A  repertory  according  to  the  condition.    Hippocrates  said  "  it  is  impossi- 

same  schema  has  also  been  in  preparation  ble  to  know  the  nature  of  diseases,  if  we  are 

for  several  years,  based  upon  the  manuscript  unacquainted  with  them  in  the  indivisibility 

of  the  Materia  Medica,  and  shall  be  printed  fi'om  which  they  emanate."    There  has  been 

in  pans  according  to  the  main  divisions;  the  a  dim  and  uncertain  recognition  of  this  truths 

first  part,  containing  the  mental  symptoms,  in  all  the  systems  of  medicine  since  his  time; 

will  be  arranged  by  Dr.  Raue  as  tbe  most  but  his  disciples  and  followers  have  never 

efiicient  colaborer  in  this  psychological  part,  understood  that  disease  in  not  material,  but 

and  shall  be  printed  as  soon  as  finished.    It  truly  spiritual ;  that  it,  it  relates  to  the 

will  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  Ma-  vital  principle  in  man.    It  was  left  to  the 

teria  Medica  and  will  be  sent  to  all  the  sub-  immortal  Hahnemann  to  discover  that  no 

soribers  without  further  notice.    Notwith-  mere  study  of  disease  in  its  relations  to  the 

standing  the  high  prices  at  this  moment,  the  purely  physical  man  can  be  of  great  benefit. 

Work  may  be  delivered  to  the  first  thousand  For  instance,  the  practice  of  removing  a 

prepaying  subscribers,  in  the  large  diction-  tumor  by  cutting,  is  the  attempt  to  treat 

ary  size,  like  Allibone's  Biographical  Die-  disease  physically.    The  cause  of  the  tun^or 

tlonary,  at  an  approximately  (not  binding)  lying  in  the  system,  still  has  its  efiect  on  Uva. 

estimated  cost  of  one  sheet  for  ten  or  fifteen  vital  powers* 
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A  distnrbance  of  the  vital  forces— or  a  dis- 
tarbance  of  their  eqailibrhim,  is  disease— 
the  signs  of  which  show  themselves  in 
symptoms.  It  is  these  symptoms  that  reveal 
to  the  physician,  the  disturbance  of  the 
hidden  forces,  which  it  is  his  dat^  to  equal- 
ize and  restore  to  perfect  action.  Now,  all 
vital  force  connec^  itself  with  the  brain, 
and  thus  all  disease  becomes  mental  as  well 
as  physical.  We  can  readily  assert  that  no 
system  so  perfectly  recognizes  this,  as  that 
of  Hahnemann.  It  demands  to  know  the 
mental  condition  of  the  subject ;  it  recog- 
nizes him  as  a  spiritual  being  and  subject 
to  laws  that  include  a  higher  power  than 
that  of  the  merely  physical  nature ;  it  is  not 
content  with  trying  the  harmony  of  one 
string  of  this  thousand  tuned  lyre,  but  it 
would  make  all  the  chords  vibrate  to  reveal 
the  true  condition.  Thus  Homoeopathy 
never  contents  itself  with  a  super  ficisd  symp- 
tom, but  with  the  sum  of  the  physical,  men- 
tal and  spiritual  disturbances. 

All  remedies  have,  too,  symptoms,  which 
must  be  individualized  and  totalized.  These 
remedies  have  specification  and  general  ac- 
tion. All  that  the  human  system  absorbs 
acts  upon  the  vital  forces.  The  food  go  to 
supply  its  waste ;  some  kinds  stimulate  the 
force,  some  only  nourish  it.  All  remedies 
act  upon  this  vital  force  and  tend  to  restore 
its  equilibriam  a  more  greatly  to  derange  it. 
Its  restoration  is  health.  All  disease  is  then 
,  purely  spiritual  and  not  material,  but  if  we 
would  act  on  this  vital  force,  what  is  the 
best  means  1  Do  we  not  know  that  the 
vital  force  is  most  susceptible  to  that  which 
is  nearest  to  it  in  assimilation  of  particles  1 
These  are  sufficient  proofs  to  show  the  action 
of  alternated  particles  without  enumerating 
them  here.  We  want  the  speediest  means 
of  reaching  the  cause  of  disease,  and  that  is 
why  we  must  have  those  remedies  which 
most  speedily  reach  the  cause.  For  this 
reasoti  Homoeopathy  steps  in,  in  advance  of 
the  old  schools.  But  we  must  consider  also 
that  the  human  system  is  subject  to  laws  of 
progression,  and  becomes  more  susceptible 
as  it  is  more  and  more  governed  by  the 
higher  laws  of  its  being ;  Uius  as  the  ages 
advance,  Homoeopathy  will  unfold  itself 
more  perceptibly ,becau8e  the  human  system 
will  be  better  fitted  for  it  higher  investiga- 
tions, 

It  has  been  discovered  that  many  of  our 
most  efficient  remedies  have  been  found  in 
plants  that  have  been  supposed  to  have  had 
•no  very  powerful  action  on  the  human  sys- 
tem. This  is  because  those  plants  contain- 
ed high  dilutions  in  a  natural  state  of  some 
remedial  agent. 

Certain  minerals  too  have  been  known  for 

many  years  to  act  upon  the  system  when 

mrorn  exteroally.    During  the  prevalence  of 


the  Cholera  many  people  wore  copper  brace- 
lets with  excellent  preventive  effect— we 
know  copper  is  an  excellent  remedial  agent 
in  cholera,  but  what  delicate  particles  must 
the  system  have  taken  by  absorption.  The 
fact  of  infinitesimal  absorption  has  been 
long  recognized  ;  the  miasm  of  certain  dis- 
tricts has  always  been  known  ;'the  effect  of 
climate,  the  action  of  certain  simples,  all 
these  have  proved  the  existence  of  the  laws 
of  infinitesimal  absorption  and  action.  But 
to  reduce  these  laws  to  a  science  should  be 
our  effort,  and  to  do  this,  we  must  not  stop 
at  any  mere  assertion,  but  test  the  action  of 
medicines  in  their  crude  and  attenuated 
forms. 

There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that 
we  need  a  higher  recognition  of*  our  system 
— that  is,  we  need  to  behold  it  as  universal 
and  ever  existant,  acting  now  by  more  direct 
and  apparent  laws,  but  ever  the  same— un- 
changing and  certain.  By  this  is  not  meant 
that  there  must  be  one  beaten  track,  one 
method  of  treatment  in  all  cases.  No,  each 
person  is  governed  by  the  laws  of  his  hu- 
manity and  yet  no  two  will  reveal  the  same 
disturbance  of  vital  force  because  no  two 
are  alike  in  mental  condition,  more  than  in 
physical  form.  Therefore  we  want  no  fixed 
method  of  proceedure,  but  a  recognition  of 
the  unchanging  laws  of  nature,  and  through 
those  laws  the  revelation  of  their  perfect 
action.  We  want  to  take  the  highest  possi- 
ble ground,  that  science  can  give  us,  and 
from  that  ground  we  can  reach  higher,  unto 
effects  that  science  cannot  grasp,  until  it 
weds  itself  to  spirit. 

We  must  study  men  not  as  mere  machines 
with  a  spring  here,  a  valve  there,  with  cogs 
and  wheels ;  he  has  a  system,  wonderfully 
perfect,  but  it  is  governed  by  mental  action 
and  not  by  mechanic  force,  thus  for  the  ad- 
justment of  this  machine,  we  must  have  a 
knowledge  of  that  force.  Our  system  is 
adequate  to  introduce  ((he  fact  of  this  vital 
principle  if  nothing  else  can,  but  is  it  ad- 
equate at  present  to  reveal  its  laws  1 

Our  great  teacher  Hahnemann,  moved  by 
inspiration,  recognized  the  position  of  man 
in  the  scale  of  being  and  found  him  to  be  a 
spiritual  as  well  as  a  physical  being.  Bat 
great  as  his  discoveries  were  he  left  the 
many  links  in  the  great  chain  of  his  philoso- 
phy to  be  outworked  by  his  followers.  That 
which  is  universal  in  its  application  it  must 
take  ages  fully  to  unfold.  The  great  found- 
ation stones  of  our  structure  were  laid  by 
the  inspired  genius  of  our  teacher,  but  he 
bids  us  through  his  system  to  build  the 
structure  upon  it,  that  shall  reveal  the  per- 
fect and  entire.  That  work  belongs  to  each 
one  of  us,  and  especially  to  those  who  feel 
that  they  are  successful  in  the  treatment 
and  cure  of  disease.    They  are  too  apt   to 
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rest  in  the  satisfaction  pt  tlieir  own  success 
wiUiout  attempting  to  unfold  its  principles. 
Suppose  that  Hahnemann,  when  wearied 
wiUi  medicines  and  perceiyinsr  that  the 
human  system  had  higher  action  than  was 
recognized  hy  the  Allopathic  School,  had 
contented  himself  with  his  own  success,  and 
never  sought  to  hold  up  a  system  that  could 
benefit  others.  His  industry  and  unselfish 
labor  reproach  our  labors.  We  need  men 
that  are  willing  to  seek  for  the  causes  of 
things,  not  for  their  own  individual  aggrand- 
isement, but  for  the  benefit  of  the  world  and 
the  advance  of  science.  If  we  fail  in  much 
we  attempt,  why  do  we  fail.  Is  it  because 
our  system  is  deficient!  Let  us  see  if  it  is 
not  our  ignorance  of  those  hidden  laws  of 
man's  being. 

Let  us  urge  upon  ourselves  more  earnest 
adherence  to  those  fundamental  principles 
of  Hahnemann  that  are  now  established  as 
unchangiDs:  truths  ;  bat  let  us  never  say 
"enough "as  long  as  one  ill  remains  un- 
tonch^  or  one  suffering  unappeased. 


CHLOROFORM   ACCIDENTS. 

Dr.  Chas.  Eidd  says,  in  the  London  Medu 
edl  Times:  "1  have  individually  studied, 
with  some  care,  over  ten  thousand  adminis- 
trations of  chloroform.  I  have  never  had 
any  sort  of  chloroform  accident  in  my  own 
practice.  My  views  are  set  forward  in  the 
three  last  volumes  of  the  Transactions  of 
the  British  Asaoeiation,  as  the  medical  jour- 
nals, except  yours,  steadily  refuse  to  state, 
or  misrepresent,  what  is  doing  about  ansss- 
thetics.  Dr.  Silvester  suggests  the  elasticity 
of  the  ribs  as  useful  to  get  the  chloroform 
ont  of  the  air  in  the  lungs  in  impending  or 
actual  death  from  chloroform ;  but  he  for- 
gets the  chloroform  is  not  in  the  a'ir,  but  is 
in  the  blood  of  such  a  patient,  and  there  is 
probahly  little  or  no  air  at  all  in  the  lungs, 
as  the  respiration  will  probably  have  ceased 
for  five,  or  seven,  or  ten  minuter,  at  the 
exact  time  when  the  *  Faradization '  current 
is  so  useful  in  producing  full  inspiration 
and  breathing.  Of  course,  every  one  tries 
the  Silvester  method  in  such  accidents.  It 
^aa  tried  in  the  recent  ease,  the  subject  of 
his  remarks,  but  it  is  not  sufficient.  I  be- 
lieve, if  ;continued  for  at  any  time,  too,  it 
pnshes  mechanically  a  large  quantity  of 
blood  out  of  the  liver  and  portal  vessels 
hito  the  cava  and  right  auricle.  The  very 
thing  we  do  not  want,  as  the  death  is  in 
reality  in  asphyxia  (apnoea)  cases  attended 
by,  if  not  directly  caused  by  this  enormous 
xne^anical  congestion  of  the  right  cavities. 
The  *  blood  stands  still,'  as  my  friend  Mr. 
Paget  once  said  to  me,  and  we  can^'only  give 
it  a  fresh  start  through  the  pulmonary 
artery  by  immediate  fall  action  or  dilatation 


of  the  lungs  and  respiratory  muscles.  This, 
in  hundreds  of  experiments  on  the  lower 
animals,  is  observed  to  be  best  effected  by 
the  Faradization  current  (with  intermittent 
broken  circuit)  through  the  phrenic  nerve 
and  diaphragm. 

"  M.  Flourens  has  just  pointed  out  this 
marked  congestion  of  veins  of  the  cerebral 
membranes  as  diagnostic  of  chloroform  coma 
as  distinguished  from  the  coma  of  apoplexy. 
The  cause,  in  fact,  is  the  same — the  remora^ 
or  back  tide  of  blood  in  the  veins,  (partly 
from  the  mechanical  efforts  at  resuscitation, 
by  rubbing  the  limbs,  etc.,)  the  right  side 
of  the  heart  engorged  and  not  receiving  the 
blood  from  the  jugulars,  wher^  it  stagnates. 
The  left  or  systeniic  side  of  the  heart,  on 
the  contrary,  continuing  active  to  the  last, 
even  after  the  pulse  is  gone.  I  must  con- 
fess I  do  not  like  the  violent  Silvester  pres- 
sure on  the  ribs  of  patients  under  chloro- 
form ;  they  groan  ais  if  in  great  agony  from 
it;  they  describe  it  as  a  hideous  nightmare- 
pressure  worst  than  all  the  agonies  of  the 
operation  without  chloroform  at  all.  I  think 
I  now  begin  to  see  that  m  hospitals  and  by 
dentists'  assistants  chloroform  is  given  too 
often  as  a  matter  of  routine,  and  one  set  of 
nightmare  agonies  are  thoughtlessly  substi- 
tuted for  the  old  sharp  cut  of  the  surgeon's 
bistoury,  not  half  so  bad  without  chloroform. 
I  believe  the  '  Faradization'  current  differs 
from  all  other  varieties  of  galvanism,  as  vac- 
cination is  milder  and  differs  from  small-pox 
and  it  makes  chloroform  now  quite  safe ; 
but  the  Silvester  method  is  imperfect. 

"  A  few  words  will  prove  useful  as  to  the 
latest  deaths  fi'om  chloroform  in  London. 
One  is  noted  last  week.  A  young  woman, 
aged  29,  Selina  L.,  Edgware  Road,  who  died- 
in  an  instant,  apparently  of  syncope,  as  she 
was  about  to  have  a  small  tumor  of  the  gum- 
(epulis  1)  remove^.  No  one1x)  blame,  it  be- 
ing one  of  those  singular  and  miserable 
cases  of  idiosyncrasy  that  can  scarcely  be 
anticipated.  Dr.  Lankester  made  some  ex- 
cellent remarks,  as  is  his  wont,  at  the  inquest. 
Would  that  all  our  coroners  were  like  him. 
A  second  case  of  death  was  at  Guy's  Hospi- 
tal. A  man  put  under  chloroform  fdr  a  dis- 
location to  be  reduced.  He  bore  the  anes- 
thetic one  day  very  well ;  but  the  reduction 
was  not  effected,  a|id  he  was  desired  to  come- 
again,  I  think,  next  day;  hot  he  was  only 
half-way  under  chloroform  when  his  death, 
as  a  flash  of  lightning,  suddenly  occurred* 
The  third  case  was  removal  of  a  small  tum- 
or ;  I  believe  an  asphyxia  case.  This  and 
the  fourth,  somewhat  doubtful,  are  describ- 
ed in  the  SocUl  Science  Review,  They  all 
bear  out  the  chief  points  I  have  urged  of  the 
operations  being  usually  of  a  slight  or  trivial 
kind,  or  connected-  with  tendinous  tiaauA& 
about  joints.    I  see  axi  wioxiftQ^^  ^^sft  ^^ry^" 
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cal  I)  in  a  book  of  Casper's,  translated  by 
the  Sydenham  Society.  An  old  man,  in  ut- 
termost exhaustion,  pulse  above  110,  has  his 
scapula  cut  out  or  removed  by  a  tremendous 
surgical  operation,  and  dies  of  shock  and  ex- 
haustion seventeen  hours  after !  This  is  not 
at  all  a  death  from  chloroform,  though  it  is 
certain  to  be  copied  as  such  into  our  man- 
uals of  toxicology.  The  deaths  from  chloro- 
form, in  a  word,  are  all  sudden ;  they  are 
twice  as  numerous  in  male  adults  as  females; 
they  all  occur  in  trivial  operations ;  they  are 
nearly  unknown  in  children.  Syncope  f)*om 
ii\|ury  of  tendinous  tissues,)  as  long  ago  re- 
ferred to  by  John  Hunter),  syncope  from 
touohiug  the  urethra  with  sounds,  latent 
delirium  tremens,  etc.,  are  the  most  frequent 
Bouroes  of  the  syncope  seizures  which  form 
perhaps  40  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases.  This 
il  leaflt  is  what  thousands  of  operations  on 
the  lower  animals  and  careful  deductive 
cataloguing  of  200  deaths  in  the  human  sub- 
ject point  to." 

DiBTITIOAL  PrO^ERTIBS  OF   PHOSPHORUS. 

—A  Toluntarjr  communication  on  the  Phy- 
siological and  Dietetical  Properties  of  Phos- 
phorus was  read  by  Br.  John  H.  Qriscom  of 
New  York. 

After  a  detailed  exposition  of  tke  extent 
aid  amount  in  which  this  substance  is  found 
in  the  various  tissues,  fluids,  secretions,  and 
excretions  of  the  body,  there  being  scarcely 
•ne  in  which  it  is  not  a  constituent,  whereby 
importance  is  properly  inferred — the  prac- 
tical application  was  made  of  the  influence 
of  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus  in  a  variety  of 
diseases  of  the  osseous,  nervous,  muscular, 
digestive,  and  respiratory  organs.  Scurvy, 
resulting  from  too  free  use  of  salted  food, 
was  shown  to  be  probably  due  to  the  loss  of 
the  phosphates,  which  Liebig  has  proved  to 
be  removed  by  the  salt,  and  is  found  in  the 
brine.  Fresh  meat,  as  well  as  fresh  vegeta- 
bles, proves  to  be  an  anti-scorbutic,  doubt- 
less in  both  cases  on  account  of  the  phos* 
phoric  acid.  It  was  further  shown  that 
knodern  modes  of  preparing  food  of  several 
kinds  deprived  it  of  this  element  to  a  large 
extent,  to  which  many  evil  results^  are  at- 
tributable. Especially  is  this  the  case  with 
that  "  life-preserver  of  the  world  "  —  the 
Wheat  grain.  By  the  bolting  process,  1400 
per  cent,  of  this  element  is  lost.  Several 
•pecimens  9f  Farina  CoddOf  or  roasted  wheat, 
as  extensively  used  in  South  America,  were 
presented  to  the  Section,  and  highly  com- 
mended as  substitutes  for  superfine  flour, 
retaining  as  they  do  all  the  phosphatic  mat- 
ter of  the  grain.  The  paper  elicited  many 
favorable  remarks,  and  was  unanimously 
recommended  to  the  Association  for  publi- 
cation in  the  Transactions. — DruffgisVa  CiV' 
cular. 


ADIPOCIRE. 

BY  C.  A.  LSUTHBTROK,  It.  D. 

Thinking  that  the  readers  of  your  vigilant 
**  Observer"  would  not  object  to  something 
besides  the  solid  instruction  which'  they  re- 
ceive from  month  to  month  through  its  val- 
uable pages,  I  thought  I  would  record  a 
singular  condition  brought  to  mind  during 
the  removal  of  an  old  cemetery,  within  the 
limits  of  this  city. 

Upward  of  900  bodies  have  been  disin- 
terred, and  of  this  number  twenty-five  pe- 
trifactions were  found  in  various  degrees  of 
perfection,  some  completely  ;solidified,  ex- 
cept the  hands  and  feet,  which  had  not  .in  a 
single  instance  became  petrified. 

In  one  case  there  was  simply,  a  shell  of 
stone  (.of  about  the  thickness  of  an  inch, 
which  in  removing  it  was  broken,  thus 
bringing  to  view  a  perfect  skeleton  in  its 
stony  armor. 

But  the  most  curious  fact  connected  with 
these  petrifications  is  that  not  a  single  male 
were  found  among  these  beings  of  stone, 
and  all  during  their  abode  on  earth  had 
been  more  than  ordinarily  fat,  indeed  it 
seems  that  those  possessing  the  greatest 
amount  of  adipose  tissue  made  the  most 
perfect  petrification.  Will  some  one 
plain  this  singular  circumstance  ? 


Adipocire  is  a  particular  spermatic  or  fat- 
like substance,  formed  by  the  spontaneous 
conversion  of  animal  matter  under  certain 
conditions.  This  conversion  has  long  been 
well  known  and  is  said  to  have  been  men- 
tioned in  the  works  of  Lord  Bacon.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  removal  of  a  very  great 
number  of  human  bodies  from  the  ancient 
burying-place  des  Innocens  at  Paris,  facts 
of  this  nature  were  observed  in  the  most 
striking  manner.  Fourcroy  may  be  called 
the  scientific  discoverer  of  this  peculiar 
matter,  as  well  as  the  Saponaceous  ammon- 
iacal  substance  contained  in  bodies  aban- 
doned to  spontaneous  destruction  in  large 
masses.  This  Chemist  read  a  memoir  on 
the  subject  in  the  year  1789  to  the  Royal 
Academy  gf  Sciences,  from  which  a  large 
and  very  interesting  extract  is  publishecL  in 
Hooper's  Medical  Dictionary,  page  27, 
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Deplorable  Mortality  amono  Children 
— ^Nbarlt  Two  Thoubahd  Deaths  in  Onb 
Month  in  N.  Y.  City. — In  the  month  of 
August,  just  closed,  nearly  two  thousand 
children  have  died  in  this  city.  According 
to  the  City  Inspector's  reports,  the  average 
daily  death  rate  for  four  weeks  of  the  month 
among  the  children  exceeded  sixty-three; 
while  in  the  week  ending  August  15th  the 
number  was  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 
The  death  of  adults  in  August  were  eleven 
hundred. 

The  heav^  mortality  among  children  is 
owing  principally  to  the  season,  and  crowd- 
ed unhealthy  condition  of  the  houses  in 
which  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  poorer 
claBses  live,  and  to  the  flithiness  of  the 
streets.  The  amount  of  disease  generated 
by  the  last-named  cause  is  beyond  all  cal- 
culation ;  and  it  would  not  be  matter  of  sur- 
IprUe  If  the  piles  of  garbage  in  the  streets 
and  gutters,  and  the  horrible  stench  which 
illlB  the  air  in  some  localities  of  the  city, 
flheuld  produce  a  pestilence.  The  compara- 
tfrely  large  number  of  the  deaths  of  chil- 
dren ought  at  onc^  to  direct  the  attention  of 
our  authorities  to  the  situation  of  affairs, 
the  danger  and  the  remedy. 

It  ii  a  carious  fact,  that  less  than  two 
hundred  of  the  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty 
children  who  died  in  August  were  of  native- 
bom  parentage.  There  is  no  unusud  mor- 
tality of  children  who  live  in  the  betier 
put  of  the  city — a  fact  which  exhibits  in  a 
ftrong  light  the  duty  of  our  legislators  in 
resard  to  the  tenant-house  system,  and  the 
culpability  of  the  persons  who  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city. — 
i^.  Y.  Evening  Fott, 


GoLORiD  Troops  in  IIot  Climate s.— The 
comparative  liability  of  white  and  colored 
troops  to  diseases  of  a  malarious  origin  has 
long  since  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Enyliih  authorities,  and  has  doubtless  great- 
ly inflaenced  the  composition  of  their  forces 
aenring  in  malarious  countries.  From  the 
annual  report  of  the  British  army  for  1869, 
it  appears  that  in  Jamaica  the  ratio  of  mor- 
tality is  as  follows:— White  101.9,  black  8.2; 
Bahamas,  white  159.0,  black  5.6;  Sierra 
Leone,  white  410,  black  2.4.  These  facts 
hare  an  important  bearing  on  the  present 
policy  of  our  Government  in  organizing 
noffro  regiments  for  service  in  the  malarious 
regions  ef  the  South,  Already  Surgecn- 
Qeneral  Hammond  has  been  able  to  contri- 
bute an  item  of  statistical  information  bear- 
ing on  this  point.  In  a  recent  communica- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  War  he  states  that 
Medical  Inspector  Townshend  reports,  that 
in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  white  and 
colored  troops  are  found  serving  together, 
and  equally  subjected  to  malarious  influ- 


ences. The  ratio  of  sick,  of  diarrhoea,  dys- 
entery, remittent,  intermittent,  typhoid 
fevers,  etc.,  is  white  10.8  per  cent.,  and 
colored  0.8  per  cent.  The  argument  in 
favor  of  the  employment  of  colored  troops 
at  the  South,  if  based  op  their  comparative 
immunity  from  the  diseases  peculiar  to  that 
region,  is  conclusive. — Am.  Med,  Times, 


HOM(EOPATHIC    PHYSICAN    WANTED 
.      AT  WEST  MITCHELL,  IOWA. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Brown  writes  :  "  I  shall  leave 
this  place  next  week.  My  residence  will  be 
Nashua,  Chichasaw  Co.,  Iowa,  to  which 
place  please  send  my  papers.  If  you  know 
of  any .  Homoeopathic  Physician  that  is  a 
steady,  temperance  man  and  married, 
that  would  like  a  first-rate  place  have 
him  address  me  at  Nashua,  and  I  will  give 
him  a  description  of  this  place  and  what  he 
can  do  here.  The  practice  is  worth 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  hundred  dollars 
a  year.  If  you  do  not  know  any  one 
personally,  I  wish  you  would  mention  it  in 
the  Observer,  telling  them  to  address  me.  It 
is  a  first-rate  place.  The  reason  of  my 
leaving  is,  I  am  not  able  to  stand  the  ride, 
it  being  too  much  for  me.  Alter  a  good 
physician  has  been  here  a  year  he  will  need 
two  or  three  horses,  and  if  he  attends  to  all 
the  calls,  a  good  constitution,  also 

[Physicians  can  be  directed  to  other  desira- 
ble locations  by  addressing  the  editor  of  this 
journal.] 


"THE  GERMAN  HOMIEOPATBIC  PHY- 
SICIANS OF  AMERICA." 

We  have  read  with  regret,  in  some  of  our 
cotemporaries,  a. call  from  the  German 
Homoeopathic  Physicians  for  a  meeting,  to 
be  held  in  Chicago  in  November,  1864 ;  and 
were  still  more  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
first  steps  toward  the  formation  of  this 
Society  had  emanated  from  the  Western  In- 
stitute of  Homoeopathy.  We  are  most  de- 
eidedly  averse  to  any  such  organization  of  our 
German  friends.  We  are  not  strong  enough, 
nor  is  the  Western  Institute  old  enough  as 
yet,  to  allow  two  Societies  in  the  West  in- 
stead of  one.  If  the  German  physicians  be- 
long both  to  the  Western  Institute,  the  Illi« 
nois  State  Society,  and  the  contemplated 
organization,  it  is  very  evident  that  their 
attendance  will  be  expected  at  that  one 
where  their  nationality  is  represented,  and 
consequently  the  other  bodies  will  be  minus 
certain  members.  No  physician  in  full  tide 
of  practice  can  leave  his  business  more  than 
once  a  year  to  attend  Medical  Societies. 
Those  who  are  present  at  a  meeting  in  No- 
vember will  not  be  present  in  May,  and  vice 
versa. 
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Bat  tbe  wont  fetlnre  in  the  whole  matter 
ia  the  iiviaon  that  will  neceesuily  take  pli 
unoDS  the  Homceopathic  phyBicians.  ThU 
condition  of  thinRB — viz.,  Qertoan  and  Ameri- 
can clique«— we  have  already  had  roaeon  to 
deplore,  and  the  very  idea  that  was  upper- 
moit  Id  the  minds  of  those  who  aseisted  io 
in  the  foundation  of  the  Weetem  In»titntc 
of  HonKEopathT  waa  the  mioir  of  all 
Homeeopatbio  practitioners  in  this  section  or 
conntry.  "In  union  there  is  strength !" 
"  Unit«d,we  stlind  !"  are  proverbs  the  truth 
of  wtiich  DiiiEt  be  fnlly  impreased  upon  the 
mind  of  every  one  dorlog  the  dfplorabli 
civil  war  in  which  oar  conntry  is  now  en 
gafied.  Let,  then,  a1i  oar  physicians  uniti 
in  one  great  effort ;  lei  us  make  one  great 
Society  in  the  West  where  the  physicians  of 
all  countries,  each  one,  shall  contribute  his 
mite  toward  (he  farther  development  of  that 
law  which  we  acknowledce  toba  our  beacon 
iu  the  ardnona  and  difflcalt  bj-ways  oi 
theapealics. —  Wrstcra  Mom.  Obicrver. 


Ectkctb  op  Sdqab  OS  Tkkth.— "  The  ao 
tion  of  sngar  upon  the  teeth  is  an  undecided 
question.  Topalar  belief  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  use  of  much  sugar,  and  particularly 
Of  candies  and  sweetmeats,  is  a  common 
canae  of  dental  caries.  Drs.  Paolo,  Mante- 
l!a£Ea,  and  Labasi  oftheUQiversity  ofPavia, 
have  recently  undertaken  a  series  of  experi- 
mentt  to  settle  the  matter.  A  translation  of 
their  paper  may  be  found  in  the  Fehruary 
■umber  of  the  Britith  Journal  of  Btntal 
BeitTut.  The  chief  conclusions  to  which 
the  investigators  have  come  are — 1st,  that 
sngar  (as  sugar)  does  not  exercise  any 
chemical  action  upon  the  teeth,  and  that  it 
does  not  predispose  to  caries ;  2dly,  that 
BOgar  only  affecU  the  ttwth  when  it  ha*  dq- 
dergone  the  acetic  or  lactic  fermentation." 

ThB    AcOECS  CaLAHDB  AB  a  PaiVHSTIVF 

OF  IssBOT  Defbeoatioiib. — Dr.  Scbultes 
observes  [hat  much  nse  was  made  hy  the 
older  naturalist  travellers  in  the  East  of  the 
powder  of  the  roof  of  Aeonu  Calamui  as  a 
preaervative  against  insects,  and  that  he  haa 
fonnd  if  of  the  highest  ntility  for  the  pro- 
tection of  herbaria  against  the  ravages  of 
the  Annobium pannietum.  Borne  of  the  pow- 
der ia  to  be  occasionally  strewed  over  the 
plants,  and  this  insect,  beetles,  etc.,  at  once 
de*«rt  the  spot  wherever  its  smell  is  per- 
ceptible. Foj  the  same  reason  it  Is  a  valu- 
able meana  of  presefiing  loological  collec- 
tions from  insect  depredations. — J^ucWr't 
Snjiertmiim,  186S,  JVo.  8,  and'Mtdical  Timt: 


|trsonal. 


n.  C.  Alibk,  M.  D.— We  are  always  happy 
to  hear  of  the  prosperity  of  our  friends,  and 
it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  notice 
the  name  of  this  gentleman  as  a  member  of 
the  Faculty  uf  the  Cleveland  Bomceopathlc 
College,  as  Professor  of  Anatomy.  Ha  gra- 
duated at  that  Institution  in  the  spring  of 
I8G0,  and  we  think,  where  the  qualiflcatioDa 
are  sitlBcient.  that  there  is  a  particular  pro- 
priety ill  a  College  selecting  ItB  ProfeSBOi* 
from  its  own  Alumni. 

Prof,  Allen  is  a  native  of  Canada  where- 
he  was  educated  at  the  London  High  School,, 
He  commenced  his  medical  stndies  with  Di^ 
Logan  DOW  of  Ottawa  the  capitol  of  Canada^ 
After  attending  the  lectures  of  the  Western 
Homceopatfaic  College  he  enter  into  partner- 
ship with  Prof.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland.  The 
co-partnership  vras  dissolved  and  Dr.  Alien 
entered  the  United  States  Army,  bat  OD  bo- 
count  of  his  Homoeopathic  principles  he  wm 
compelled  to  leave.  Returning  to  Canada 
he  passes  a  creditable  examination  bsfora 
theCan>idian  Homoeopathic  Board  aud  re- 
ceives his  license  in  July  1862.  Siocs  tbaL 
time  be  has  been  in  the  full  tide  of  a  snceeaa- 
tull  practice  in  Brantford,  C.  W.,  where  ba- 
is  greatly  esteemed. 

While  a  student  he  was  considered  Uw- 
best  Anatomist  of  his  class,  since  that  time 
he  has  had  soma  experience  as  a  lecturer 
and  we  doubt  not  his  genial  disposition  and 
gentlemanly  bearins  will  make  him  qnit« 
popular  with  the  students  as  well  as  with  bia 
colleagues.  Success  attend  bis  labors. 

Db.  F.  M,  BsABNEa. — A  short  time  ifnce 
some  serious  cb^rges  were  made  against  Dr. 
F.  M.  Beasner,  of  Jackson,  relative  to  hit 
conduct  while  acting  as  a  volunteer  surgeon, 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  follow- 
ing  from  Oov.  Blair  completely  exonerates 
Dr.  B.  from  tbe  alleged  charges  : 

"Having  examined  tbe  charges  of  miacOD- 
duct  made  against  Dr.  F.  M.  Beasner,  of 
Jackson,  connected  with  the  performaiice- 
of  his  duties  aa  a.  Volmiteer  Surgeon  in  Uw 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  this  State.  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  are  entirely  gronod- 
less,  and  that  no  blame  can  properly  attaob 

him  in  that  matter. 

Ahhtu  BiiAib." 

!Fo    CoBREBPoanEiiTB.  —  HanuBcrlpt,    If 
wrapped  with  open  sides  or  ends,  is  snbjceb 
aly  two   cents   postage  on   each   four 
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TO  OUR  FRIENDS. 
A  physician  writes :  "  I  thank  you  for 
the  (Hfurver,  I  think  it  is  rightly  named. 
It  promises  much,  and  I  hope  we  may 
realise  oar  expectations.  I  hope  it  may 
have  a  permanent  growth,  until  it  shall 
reach  a  monthly  of  100  pages,  or  more.  I 
believe  I  have  taken  every  homoospathic 
jonraal  started  in  the  United  States  for  the 


last  sixteen  years.  Many  of  them  have  no 
reached  an  age  or  dress  beyond  their  swad- 
dling clothes.  I  sincerely  hope  your  vigor- 
ous little  sheet  may  weather  many  storms." 

With  the  great  increase  in  the  cost  of 
paper  and  other  printing  maters,  there 
has  followed  a  numerous  suspension  of 
newspapers  and  journals.  The  Ameri- 
can Medical  Timei^  not  receiving  adequate 
support,  has  been  discontinued.  If  the 
allopathic  profession  cannot  sustain  their 
magazines,  how  can  the  homoeopaths  theirs  ? 
We  shall  only  reply  for  oarselves :  The  con» 
tinuance  of  the  American  Homceopathie  Obser- 
ver can  he  depended  upon^  and  we  expect  to 
make  satisfactory  arranpemenis  for  its  punctual 
appearance  next  year.  We  are,  however,  very 
anxious  to  extend  its  circulation,  and  pro- 
pose doing  so  in  the  following  rcanner.  The 
price  per  single  copy  for  18G5  will  be  $1  60, 
but  we  will  scDd  ten  copies  to  as  many 
different  directions  for  $10,  or  four  copies 
for  $5.  If  our  friends  will  come  forward 
with  subscriptions,  we  can  double  our  pres- 
ent circulation,  and,  without  loss,  give  them 
for  the  coming  year  a  readable  and  useftil 
jonrnal. 

We  have  frequently  received  letters  simi- 
lar to  the  following :  "  I  enclose  $1  for  my 
subscription  to  the  Observer,  which  I  like 

very  much  indeed.     Send  one  to  Dr. ." 

To  such  we  would  say,  hereafter,  instead  of 
sending  only  %i ,  send  also  the  subscription  for 
your  friend,  and  if  you  wish  the  Observer  to 
prosper,  aid  it  to  the  extent  of  your  ability. 
Donations  are  not  asked  for,  but  cash-paying 
subscribers. 

There  are  several  who  have  not  yet  paid 
for  the  Observer  for  1864.  We  do  not  like  to 
take  their  names  off  the  list,  ard  hope  that 
they  will  remit  before  the  reception  of  an- 
other number. 

We  hope  to  hear  frequently  from  ojir  eld 
correspondents f  and  shaXl  Ufelccme  new  ones  very 
wamdy. 


We  are  under  obligations  to  many  sub- 
scribers to  New  Provings,  for  the  prompt  re- 
mittance of  the  extra  60  cents  charged  foj 
book,  and  24ct8.  prepaid  for  them  in  postage 
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A  TREATISE  ON  aONORRHCEA  AND 
SYPHILIS.  By  Silas  Durkeb,  M.  D. 
Second  edition,  rerised  and  enlarged, 
with  eight  colored  lithographic  illustra- 

^'  tions.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  publishers. 
For  sale  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Phar- 
macy, 95. 

Homoeopathic  physicians  will  discard  the 
treatment  recommended  in  this  work,  yet, 
in  the  absence  of  any  better  descriptive 
works  than  those  of  Gollmann  and  Yeldham, 
they  will  find  much  in  Dr.Dnrkee's  book  that 
will  repay  attentiye  study. 

We  are  very  much  gratified  indeed  at 
finding  a  condemnation  of  the  disgusting 
practice  of  syphHization, 

— "  p.  204.  "  I  opine  that  the  day  is  far 
■distant  when  the  medical  faculty  of  this  or 
any  other  enlightened  portion  of  the  globe 
will  credit  the  idea  that  the  waning  health 
of  a  human  being  can  be  restored  or  bene- 
fited by  artificial  syphilization,  as  intimated 
by  tiie  Norwegian  professor.  Certain  it  is 
that  no  humajD  providence  can  calculate  or 
guard  against  the  physical  mischiefs  that 
might  accrue  to  individuals  subjected  to  this 
hypothetical  and  insane  line  of  treatment. 
Instances  of  the  most  terrible  disasters  re- 
sulting from  it^  have  been  already  reported. 
Mr.  Laurence,  of  London,  states,  that  one 
of  the  most  troublesome  cases  of  phagedenic 
ulceration  of  the  thighs,  which  ever  came 
under  his  notice,  was  in  consequence  of  arti- 
ficial inoculation,  performed  by  a  physician. 
Other  instances  are  recorded  in  which  the 
chancrous  sores,  manufactured  by  reckless 
hands,  have  refused  for  a  long  time  to  heal, 
or  amend  under  any  remedial  measures.  It 
may  be  that  the  experience  of  Turenne  and 
others  will  inspire  hope  and  courage  among 
libertines  and  their  meretricious  companions 
who  hail  from  the  dens  of  Paris,  and  some 
of  the  other  continental  cities,  and  who  may 
be  induced  to  submit  to  such  a  style  of 
tattooing  and  mut  latlon ;  but  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  supposed  that  the  medical  faculty  of 
this  country  will  ever  countenance  such  a 
beastly  mode  of  treatment, — certainly  not, 
until  investigations  and  experiments  shall 
ripen  into  higher  completeness,  and  the 
sanative  power  of  the  measure  has  bad  time 
to  exert  a  more  persistent  infiuence  than 
has  yet  been  displayed  in  patients,  who  have 
resorted  to  prophylactic  syphilization.  With- 
out entering  into  any  discussion  of  the  real 
truth  or  fallacy  of  the  doctrines  broached 


by  the  advocates  of  artificial  inoculation,  it 
is  enough  to  say  that  the  demoralizing  asso- 
ciations und  consequences  connected  wiUi 
the  practice,  are.  sufficient  to  consign  it  to 
unqualified  condemnation.  The  most  re- 
volting feature  appertaiiiing  to  syphilization 
and  the  one  calculated  to  provoke  unmiti- 
gated indignation,  consists  in  the  bold,  bare- 
faced suggestion  that  it  may  be  employed 
as  a  means  of  safety  for  persons  who  are  yet 
untainted,  and  who  can  subject^  themselves 
to  this  factitious  disease,  and  ever  after  be 
shielded  from  infection,  however  deeply 
they  may  plunge  into  the  foul  cess- pool  of 
licentiousness  and  corruption.  The  next 
step  in  the  march  of  improvement,  perad- 
venture,  will  consist  in  the  interna]  acUninis- 
tration  of  pure  venereal  pus,  or  perhaps  the 
mollified  crusts  of  rupia,  made  into  a  paste 
or  bolus.    This  would  be  a  fitting  climax." 

ON  RHEUMATISM,  RHEUMATIC  GOUT 
and  Sciatica,  their  pathology,  symptoms 
and  treatment.    By  Hy.  Wm.  Fuller,  M. 
D.,  Cantab ;  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  * 
of  Physicians  of  London.    From  the  last 
London  edition.    Philadelphia.    Lindsay 
&  Blakiston,  1864.    For  sale  at  Detroit 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.    $3. 
The  demand  for  a  third  edition  of  his 
work  stimulated  the  author  to  a  very  c&reftil ' 
revision.    Satisfied  that  the  disease  was  de- 
serving of  attentive  study,  Dr.  Fuller  devot- 
ed many  years  to  its    investigation,    and 
presents  us  in  the  present  work,  in  a  very 
readable  form,  the  results  of  his  labor. 


PRACTICAL  HOMOEOPATHY  FOB  THE 
PEOPLE.  Adapted  to  the  comprehension 
.  of  the  non-profeBsional  and  for  reference 
by  young  practitioners  including  a  num- 
ber of  reliable  new  remedies  and  impro- 
vements in  the  treatment  of  numerous 
diseases  not  in  general  use,  by  J.  8 
Douglas.  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Published  at 
Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.  12mo 

50  cents. 

• 

The  proverb  has  it,  "  A  man  that  is  bis 
own  lawyer  has  a  fool  for  a  client,"  how 
wise  then  is  a  person  who  pretends  to  be  bis 
own  physician,  or  the  M.  D.,  who  substitutes 
domestic  treatises  for  regular  practice!  Wo 
suppose  they  are  equally  foolish,  yet  a  vast 
amount  of  good  is  being  done  by  books  like 
that  of  what  the  title  is  above  given.  In 
almost  every  house  there  is  good  use  for  a 
hammer,  hatchet,  axe  and  a  few  other  tools, 
yet  it  would  be  folly  for  every  man  to  buy  a 
carpenter's  chest,  so  it  is  equally  useful  for 
every  family  to  have  a  few  remedies,  and  an 
easily  understood  book  of  directions,  bni 
foolish  fpr  laymen  to  attempt  to  understand 
the  sphere  of  action  of  several  hundred  me- 
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dlclnM.  Tbe  cua  and  book  It  aoi  iDtmded 
to  iM  ■  snbititnta  (or  the  phf  s]>  Jan,  ai 
oo  proper  un»,  aboald  It  ialerfere  nfth  b\» 
)«l{iUmala  tpbere  of  duties ;  and  the  matron 
witJIi  bar  CMe  does  not  injure  bis  priictice  If 
■ha  rlghtlT  naea  it.  Sbe  may,  in  aoina 
aencr,  be  tbe  bomoeopsthic  misHionary,  and 
belp  to  extend  tbe  pracUce  and  ptve  the  way 
(br  tbe  educated  medical  attendaoL 

We  have  man;  works  fuinUiag  this  QW, 
And  perhaps  none  is  Terj  tar  luperior  lo  that 
of  Pn>r.  SoDglasB. 

In  this  connection  we  mnit  epeak  of  an- 
other work  It),  entitled : 
JBbmaepaHij/  fir  thi  BrititK  Iforih  Amtritan 
/'r«i>EM.     By  M.   U.  Utley,  M.  D.,  (1) 
Ibonireal,  0.  E. 


Tertiaed  8s.  M.  (Canada  carrei.cy,  equal  to 
t3,00  D.  B.)  a  gooi  book  might,  be  afforded. 
TbAt  the  author  (7)  is  comgietent  Co  write  a 
book  at  all,  we  do  not  know,  but  of  this  we 
are  weJl  satisfied,  there  has  probably  never 
been  a  bolder  piece  of  literary  theft  or  plog- 
Urlim  than  ttils  pamphlet  Page  after  page, 
pmragraph  after  paragiaph  it  is  copied  from 
Dr.  Dounlas'  practical  bomiBopathy  for  the 
people  and  this  without  a  word  of  credit, 
qnolaUoa  maik,  or  reference  to  ihe  book 
■tolea  from.  Instead  of  this,  there  is  rather 
mn  aianmption  of  originalitj. 


THE     HOMffiOPATHIC     THEORY    AND 

PRACTICE  OP  MEDICINE.    By  f.  E. 

Itaaci,  M.  D.,  and  F.  W.  Hb.it,  M.  D 

Hew  York,   Wm.  Radde,   1801.   Detroit, 

S.  A.  Loilge,  266  Jefferson  are,    2  vols, 

ocUto,  >£  morocco,  1806  pages,  $12- 

Wlth  a  multitade  of  domestic  treatlsss  on 

Humoeopathj,  there  baa  been  no  complete 

work  on  practice,   adapted  to  the   use  of 

pbydcians.     We  have  hod  no  book  to  snp- 

«tr  to  Ifae  Humoeopath  the  place  tluLt 
rood's  practice  flils  fur  the  Allopath.  This 
oaa  be  uid  no  longer.  The  work  before  as 
«iJI  tberefure  be  more  warmly  welcomed 
bj  (he  profession  than  any  other  book 
which  bia  been  presented  to  tnem  for  tbe 
laat  ten  years.  01  (he  qualification!  of 
(be  antbors,  Drs  Marcy  and  Euni,  it  ia 
nredleis  to  speak,  iheir  ability  is  acknow- 
ledged. As  to  the  execution  of  the  present 
work  WH  must  Bay  that  it  is  worthy  of  all 
praibe.  It  would  be  mucb  to  have  aim (ity 
the  TJewa  uf  ibe  authors  on  tbe  treatioeut  of 
the  Tsrions  diseases,  &a.,  but  here  we  have 
mure  than  this,  a  collation  from  homoeopa- 
thic and  geueral  medical  literatuia  of  prac- 
tical »alne  to  every  phja^ciaD. 

The  autbors  say,  preface  p.  6 : — "  Oar  ob- 
ject throngboDt  baa  bean  to  present  to  tba 


medical  profession  and  the  ft'lends  of  homoe- 
opathy, a  comprehenslTe  and  InballiKibla 
view  of  the  principles  and  practice  of  oni 
school,  as  It  is  now  represented  by  our  bed 
writers  and  practitioners ;  to  embody,  as  fai 
as  our  wide  range  of  snbjects  permitted,  the 
Ittest  opinions  and  theories  of  inyestigaton 
of  every  school  on  pathology  and  collateral 
sciences,  connected  with  medicine ;  and  to 
give  to  all  inquirers  after  advanced  sclentl- 
Qo  trnth  the  opportunity  to  investigate  oat 
principles,  and  to  see  them  tested  by  f^ta, 
as  illoatrated  in  the  clinical  experience  of  a 
large  number  of  reliable  obaervRrs.  PrOQ 
all  accumulated  materials  we  have  aimed  to 
sift  the  true  from  the  false,  and  to  condenaa 
within  ai  small  a  compass  as  possible,  all 
reliable  facts  bearing  upon  tbe  subjects  dll- 


A  TREATISE  ON  DIPHTHERIA,  its  Nat. 
ure,  Pathology  and  Homoeopathic  Treat- 
ment, by  Wk.  Tonn  Hblhcth,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgical  Aoatomy  In  tbe 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Uo. 
Second  ed.  Bt,  Louis,  H,  C.  0.  Lnytlaa, 
For  sate  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Phar- 
macy,   J1.25, 

This  is  not  a  mere  reprint  of  tbe  old  edilion, 
the  chapter  on  treatment  has  been  rewritten 
and  tbe  new  remedies,  recommended  siooa 
the  first  edition,  added  and  due  credit  given 
to  the  pbysiclans  who  have  introduced  Ibein. 
This  is  highly  commendable.  When  a  phy. 
sician  fluds  that  an  author  refers  to  a  medi- 
cine which  he  bos  tested  successfully,  and 
Chat  bis  name  is  given,  and  also  the  page  o{ 
journal  for  which  tbe  article  was  extracted, 
he  has  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  about  It.  Call 
it  professlonsl  pride  or  what  else  joaplaau. 
It  is  commendable.  It  is  useful.  It  stimu- 
lates to  further  trials,  and  be  is  more  ready 
with  communications  thereafter. 

With  Che  improvements  of  tbe  preaeat  edi- 
tion this  work  will  be  found  Indispensable  to 
every  homoeopathic  physician, 

NeiC  month  we  hope  to  print  some  ez- 
tracls  from  Prof  Helmulh's  work. 


BRITISH  HOMffiOPATHIC  KEVIEF.  By 
Dr.  RvAR. 

We  receive  this  valuable  and  interesting 
Journal  regularly  by  tbe  20th  of  eaoli 
month,  and  being  anxious  to  eiteud  its  oIt- 
culation,  offer  to  furnish  it  at  the  same  price 
IC  sella  for  In  Sngland,  notwithstanding  the 
gold  premium. 

TTi  viiU  itnd  th«  Obim-var  mtd  BritM  Eih 
maeprthic  B*vUw/»r  tMi  ytar  at  %i. 
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THE   ECLECTIC    PEACTICK  OP  MEDI- 
CINE.   By  John  M.  Scuddeb,  H.    D., 
FroFeuor  of  the  Theory  and  Prftctioe  of 
Medicine  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Insti- 
tateof  CinciDDati,  &c.  Cmcinnstl  Moore 
IVIlBtaGh  Eey  &  Co.,  18G4.     For  Bale  at 
Detroit  Homceapatbic  Pharmiicy,  (6. 
Id  the  Eclectic  Medical  Jonnukl  for  1861' 
«ditBd  by  the    taleoted   auttior    of   above 
tiork,  we  learn  (page  46S)  that  the  Eclectic 
pisoUtione™  noweiceed  Atb  thoosand;  how- 
ever high  this  estimate  may  be,  we  are  satis- 
fled  that  the  gTadaaCes  from  their  colleges 
ait  working  in  erery  eUite,  coustaatl;  ''  har- 
rutliig  the  rear''  of  Old  Fhyiio,  aud  we  cer- 
Udnly  rejoice   at    their    saccees.    Eatioaal 
eeleeticism     is    \a    adraoce    of  allopathy; 
donbtlest  mote  sQccessfuI,   therefore  more 
beneficial  to   society  in  curing  diaease  and 
MTlng  life.    They  are  doing  far  ns  a  pionter 
work — prepiriQs  the  way  for  the  still  better 
pnctic«  of  homoeopathy.    Those  who  turu 
away  from  the  books  of  Dr,  Beach,  crowded 
with  matter  stolen  from  other  works,   with~ 
out  a  quotation  mark  or  word  of  credit,  will 
flnd  in  Dr.  Scudder'i  book  much  that  ia 
origliial,  Intereiting  and  of  practical  imports 


THE    ECLECmC    MEDICAL    JOURNAL, 
Edited  by  J.  M.  Sooiidb«,  M.  O.,  Profea- 
■or  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
and  Pathology  in  the  Eclectic  Medical 
iDititiite,  for  October  1864. 
CantatOt :  Chronic  ProatAtitii,  by  J.  Eiog, 
M.  D.     The   Haman   Foot,   by  A.  Jackson 
Howe,  M.  D.  Dietary  in  DiseasB — Bpareness 
of  Hahit,     Sciatica.     Tbe  Turkish  Bath  as  a 
OnratiTe  Agent.    New  Method  of  operating 
for  straognlated  hernia.     Effect  of  an  Over- 
dose  of  Morphia.     Symp   of   Chloroform, 
Foltoning    of   Digitaiine.      The    Tomb   of 
Secrets     An  account  of  OoTerumeut  Segn- 
latlODS  of  Prostitution  in  Italy.    Hypertro- 
phy and  prolapsus  of  the  Tongue.    Forearm 
wrenched  off  during  eSbrts  at  reduction  for 
Dislocation.     Bcarvy,    New  Eesearcbes  on 
tbe  Fnnctlonal  Nature  of  the  Boots  of  the 
Pueomogastric    Nerve    and   of   tbe  Spinal 
Nerve.    Zymotic    Diseases — Sulphites   and 
Hfposalplules.     Pain.    Treatment  of  Frac- 
tures.    Two  Peculiar  PropertJes  of  Chloro- 
form Independent  of  AnEssthesia, 

JEifitorMl— Retrospect,  BcrofuJa,  EcleeUc 
Medical  Inititat«.  Increase  in  the  Price  of 
Books,  Eclectic  ReuQion,  The  Jonmal. 

Soak  Netieti — A  Treatise  on  Qonorrh(e& 
and  Syphilis.  New  Remedies,  their  Patho- 
mnatle  Effects  and  Therapeutical  Applica- 
tion in  Bomceopathic  Practice.  A  Treatise 
on  Nature's  t'overeign  Remedies.  Essays 
on  lalkDt  Therapeutics.  The  Prlneiplei  and 
Practice  of  Obstetrics 


FurMi*!— The  Circulation.  Delirium.  Poi- 
soning by  Rhus  Toxicodendron,  Chlorate 
of  Potash  in  Mercurial  Sore  Month.  Bait 
as  a  Local  Application.  Annathetici  In 
Asthma.  Quinine  as  a  Local  ApplicatJOD. 
Tetanus  cured  by  Tobacco.  Iodide  of  Po- 
tassium ia  long  continued  Sciatica.  Staphy- 
sagria  in  Uterine  Affections.  Coffee  as  m 
Remedy  in  Neuralgia.  Ether  ss  a  Stimulant. 
Pressure  in  Prolapsus  Ani. 
Contains  much  Interesting  matter  of  vslae- 
)  homoeopathic  physicians. 

Da.  Hale's  NewRebkdibs.— The  book  !■ 
at  last  ready,  and  we  receive  ft  gladfy. 
Thoaghitis  by  no  means  a  complete  ma- 
teria medica  of  the  new  remediee,  or  even 
fairly  entitled  to  the  name  of  "  Provinga"  of 
those  remebies,  in  the  fall  sense  of  the  word 
yet  it  is  all  that  It  is  possible  for  it  to  be  In 
that  direction,  In  the  present  condition  of 
our  knowledge  of  these  medicines,  and  will 
undoubtedly  mark  a  new  era  In  onr  system 
of  practice,  and  make  many  of  the  profession 
look  to  the  aathor  and  his  aid,  with  gratettit 
hearts,  as  having  given  them  naany  new  Ideas 
and  much  useftil  information.  As  to  tho 
general  typographical  and  mechanical  geU 
ting  up  of  the  book  we  have  to  say  we  are 
much  pleased  with  it,  and  that  the  publisher 
will  flnd   the  sale  prolltahle.— JfcA   Imati- 

Prof.  Neidhard  writes':  Dr.  Hale  has  lali 
the  first  stone  of  the  great,  fature  Amerloan 
Bomceopathic  Materia  Medica,  for  his  work 
contains,  ncdouhtedly,  the  most  extensive' 
provings  of  American  plants.  According  to 
my  theoretical  ideas,  I  think  they  will  be 
found  of  greater  utility  in  the  diseaaea  of 
the  American  climate  than  those  hitherto  ia 
Having  been  myself  engaged  in  similar 
I,  I  am  the  last  man  to  flnd  fault  with 
Dr.  Hale's  performances,  knowing  the  diffi- 
culties and  trials  of  snch  a  pursuit,  particn- 
larly  for  a  physician  in  large  practice." 

Prof.  H.  C.  Allen  writes  ;  "  I  wish  to  any 
few  words  in  favor  of  '  new  provlngs.' 
r.  Hale's  new  work  is  an  invaluable 
addition  to  oar  Materia  Medica,  and  should 
grace  the  library  of  every  Homoeopathle 
practitioner.  There  are  many  who  would 
object  to  it  on  account  of  imper,fection,  but 
all  is  not  reliable  that  ia  to  he  found  in  our- 
large  works  on  symptomatology." 

"  X  have  been  repaid  ten-Fold  in  the  un 

of  one  remedy— viz.,   the   Cimiciftga  r.,  In 

or  three  cases  of  Arthritis  that  had  baf- 

all  my  best  selected  remedies,  and  In 

case  of  Neuralgia  of  the  heart" 
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VALUE  OF  PROvmas. 

A  physician  who  first  noticed  the  articles 
of  Dr.  Bart  on  Phytolacca,  remarked,  with 
m  sneer,  "Phytolacca  in  Diphtheria,  indeed^!*' 
To-day  we  receive  from  Dr.  £.  A.  Potter  a 
letter  containing  the  following:  ''I  have 
used  Phytolacca  in  Diphtheria,  and  am  high- 
ly gratified  with  its  action."  Very  many 
others  give  similar  testimony. 


ALTERNATION    OF     REMEDIES. 

BT  H.  M.  SMITH,  M,  D.,  OF-  V.  T. 

\tfiiir9  the  Coffuga  County  SomcBopathie 
JMM  Society,  Sept,  nth,  1864. 

Reports  of  cases  treated  with  two  or  more 
remedies  in  alternation  are  becoming  of  less 
and  less  value,  and  ere  long  such  treatment 
win  not  be  considered  as  homoeopathic^  but 
win  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  poly- 
phannacy  of  the  old  school  or  old  school 
^cteetic,  pseudo-homoeopathy.     In  a  statis- 
tics! p<rint  of  view,  they  are  of  no  value,  as 
we  Qin  attribute  the  result  to  no  remedy  as 
^  ti»e  many  we  know  not  which  was  the 
«w*ttw.     Equally    valueless  are  they  in 
^^I'ofdiDg  any  instruction  for  a  future  pre- 
*^tioD,  and  particularly   pernicious  are 
tiMy  If  conclusive  to  a  routine  mode  of 
pneilce. 

B  ii  not  my  intention  here,  to  enter  into 
•n  daborate  discussion  of  the  subject,  (for 
^Wslwould  refer  you  to  Dr.  Dunham's  arti- 
^^^'Ameriean  HomoBopaihie  Review ^  vol. 
^p.629),  but  rather^  to  correct  some  mis- 
•••^•nents  which  are  frequently  quoted  by 
*Wi  dan  of  practitioners. 

b  the  majority  of  instances  those  physi- 

<fui  who  thus  practice  are  not  sufficiently 

Aoroo^  in  studying  their  cases.    By  more 

<UI%nt  search  they  could  as  well  select  one 

mnady  as  several.    It  is  seldom  that  others 

Ato  well  proved  remedies  are  alternated  and 

wHh  these  there  are  ohdracteristics  which 

detormine  the  use  of  one  in  preference  to 

«iotiier. 


Many  who  thus  prescribe  endeavor  to 
justify  their  course  by  referring  to  the  dis- 
coverer and  expounders  ef  our  therapeutic 
law.  They  say  Hahnemann  did  it.  Been, 
ninghausen  recommends  it  in  croup,  and 
Bering  advocates  alternation  in  his  domes- 
tic work.  The  Organon  may  be  considered 
good  authority  for  Hahnemann's  views,  and 
to  it  I  refer.  Nowhere  in  it  .is  there  any 
thing  that  we  can  construe  into  sanctioning 
the  prescribing  in  advance  of  two  remedies 
in  alternation,  one  of  which  shall  cover  some 
of  the  symptoms  and  the  other  the  balance. 
In  regard  to  the  administration  of  remedies, 
Hahnemann  says : 

Section  167.  "  In  short,  if  the  applioaiioii 
of  an  imperfect  homeopathic  remedy  used, 
in  the  first  instance,  causes  any  accessory 
symptoms  of  some  impoi*tance,  the  action 
of  the  first  dose  is  not  allowed  to  exhaust 
itself  in  acute  diseases ;  the  altered  state  of 
the  'patient  is  then  to  be  examined,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  primitive  symptoms  to  be 
joined  to  those  ^hioh  have  been  recently 
discovered,  to  form  of  the  whole  a  new 
image  of  the  disease." 

Section  168.  "A  remedy  that  is  analogous 
may  then  be  easily  found  among  the  medi- 
cine^  that  are  known,  a  Single  application 
of  which  will  suffice,  if  not  to  destroy  the 
disease  entirely,  at  least  to  fitcilitate  the 
cure  in  a  great  degree.  If  this  new  remedy 
is  not  sufficient  to  restore  the  health  com- 
pletely, then  examine  what  yet  remains  of 
the  diseased  state,  and  select  the  homoe* 
opathic  remedy  that  is  most  suitable  to  the 
new  image  that  results  from  it.  In  thia 
manner  the  physician  must  continue  until 
he  attains  his  object — that  is  to  say,  until 
he  has  fully  restored  the  health  of  the 
patient." 

Section  169.  "It  may  easily  occur,  on 
examining  a  disease  for  the  first  time,  and 
also  on  selecting  for  the  first  time  the 
remedy  that  is  to  combat  it,  that  the 
totality  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease 
is  found  not  to  be  sufficiently  covered 
by  the  morbific  symptoms  of  a  single 
medicine,  and  that  two  remedies  dispute 
the  preference  as  to  the  eligibility  in  the 
present  instance,  the  one  being  homos- 
opathic  to  one  part  of  the  disease^  and. 
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the  other  atlU  more  bo  to  another.  It 
b,  then,  by  no  means  advisable,  after 
using  the  preferable  of  the  two  remedies, 
to  take  the  other  withodt  examination, 
because  the  medicine  given  as  the  inferior 
of  the  iyrOi  under  the  change  of  ciroum- 
•tances,  may  not  be  proper  for  the  re- 
maining symptoms;  in  which  case,  it 
follows  that  a  suitable  homoeopathic  rem- 
edy should  be  selected  for  the  new  set 
of   symptoms  in  its  stead." 

Section  170.  "In  the  present  instance^ 
as  well  as  in  every  other  where  a  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  disease, 
it  is  requisite  to  seek  out  what  actually 
remains  of  the  symptoms,  and  select  as 
suitable  a  remedy  as  possible  to  the 
present  state  of  the  (nalady,  ^*thout  any 
reference  whatever  to  that  one  which,  in 
the  commencement,  appeared  to  be  the 
second  best  of  the  remedies  that  were 
foimd  suitable.  Should  it  still  happen, 
though  it  is  not  often  the  case,  that  the 
medicine  which  at  first  appeared  as  the 
second  best,  may  now  1^  very  suitable 
to  the  rest  of*  the  morbid  symptoms,  it 
will  then  be  the  more  worthy  of  confi- 
dence, and  should  be  used  in  preference. 

Section  171.  '^In  non-venereal  chronic 
diseases  (consequently  those  which  owe 
tiieir  origin  to  psora),  it  is  often  neces- 
sary in  the  cure  to  employ  several  rem- 
edies one  after  the  other,  each  of  which 
ought  to  be  chosen  homoeopathic  to  the 
group  of  symptoms  which  still  exist  after 
the  preceding  one  has  exhausted  its  action ; 
aild  which  may  have  been  applied  in  a  sin- 
gle dose,  or  in  several  in  succession." 

Boenninghausen's  treatment  of  croup  is 
often  quoted  in  evidence  of  his  practice 
of  alternating.  Let  us  see  with  what 
truth.  BoeaniDgbausen  published  his 
treatment  of  croup  as  the  retult  of  his 
isfp0neHC$  and  observation,  with  a  dis- 
claimer that  it  was  a  specific  in  all 
cases  of  this  disease.  In  several  hundred 
cases  which  he  treated.  Aconite  was  the 
remedy  indicated  at  first,  and  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  was  the  only  one  required. 
If,  however,  any  symptoms  remained  after 
its  administratimi,  they  were  generally 
those  for  Hepar  sulph.,  which  in  some 
left    symptoms    which    called    for 


Spongia  (not  in  ten  cases  out  of  three 
hundred  did  this  occur,  however).  In 
tossing  about  and  getting  uncovered,  the 
patient  is  apt  to  have  a  relapse,  and  the 
case  is  to  be  treated  anew,  for  the  symp- 
toms that  would  then  present  themselves^ 
Hepar  would  be  the  remedy.  Surely  there 
is  nothing  in  this  akin  to  alternation,  and 
whoever  so  construes  it  errs  in  regarding 
succession  and  alternation  as  synonymous^ 
The  one,  consisting  in  the  administration 
of  a  second  remedy  only  after  the  effects 
of  a  previous  one  bad  been  observed  and 
exhausted,  is,  as  is  shown  by  the  quotations 
from  the  Organon,  in  accordance  with  the 
homoeopathic  law.  The  other,  consisting, 
from  a  single  examination  of  the  patient, 
in  giving  at  short  intervals  two  or  more 
remedies,  whose  symptoms  collectively  are 
thought  more  fully  to  cover  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  than  those  of  any  one  of  the 
other  remedies  would,  is  opposed  to  the 
teachings  of  Hahnemann. 

The  next  authority  quoted  is  Dr.  Hering*- 
and  his  errors  of  omission  and  comnussioi^ 
in  his  domestic  book  are  arrayed  against 
him.  In  the  sixih  and  last  edition  of  hia 
"  Homoeopathic  Domestic  Physician,  by  tbo 
author  himself  thoroughly  revised  and  re- 
formed," in  the  introduction,  page.  91,  he 
says :  "  Always  give  but  one  remedy,  anf^ 
only  when  this  does  no  more  good,  .another 
one."  Throughout  the  body  of  the  work, 
however,  the  alternation^  of  one  or  more 
remedies  is  advised.  Such  is  not  Dr.  Her* 
ing's  practice  or  teaching,  and  those  wbo 
know  him  will  understand  his  explanaUon 
that  he  had  missed  the  term.  He  was  not 
aware,  when  spoken  to,  in  regard  to  it,  that 
the  objectionable  phrase  was  in  the  work 
and  escaped  his  notice.  The  administration 
of  remedies  in  succession  was  intended.  Is 
the  instances  where  alternation  is  spoken  o(^ 
the  particular  indication  fcnr  each  remedy 
had  been  given,  and  to  assist  the  prescribor 
in  his  quandary  as  to  the  selecUon  of  one 
remedy  where  several  are  indicated,  he  to 
advised  to  give  one,  then  another,  and  !■ 
some  cases  after  prescribing  the  second 
remedy  the  previous  one  will  again  be  callnd 
for. 

Dr.  Hering  had  trusted  the  translaliott  or 
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roTision  of  the  previons  editions  of  his  work  circumstances,  to  the  permanganate  of  potash 

to  others,  and ''from  the  preface  to  his  last  already  recommended  by  Girwood,  in  1867, 

edition,  I  quote  :-«  The  author  found  his  ^^^^/  ^-  ^''®""''  ^^  ^^'^^'''''  ""^ 

l)Ook,  instead  of  being  improved  with  every  This  salt  disinfects  rapidly  the  most  fetid 

edition,    according  to  his  German  original  ulcers,  in  the  proportion  of  two  scruples  to 

wopk,  had  by  others,  trusted  with  the  revi-  eight  ounces  of  water  in  lotions  or  injections. 

mi^^  v%«i*«  ^u^^^A  *«  ^f-^^f  rv*.*v/v.u:/xv.  ♦«!»;-  Tho  most  favorable  method  is  to  cover  the 

rion,been  altered  in  direct  opposition  to  his  ^^^^^  ^,^^  lint  soaked  with  that  substance, 

own  views ;  it  had  been,  as  he  calls  it,  more  and  to  place  above  this  a  layer  of  raw  cot- 
and  more  spoiled,  particularl/  by  the  absurd  ton,  the  latter  having  the  property  of  filter- 
Introduction,  and  the  most  miserable  'diag-  \ng  the  air,  and  to  retain  the  germs  which  i 

nori...  and  last  Of  an  by  a  deceptive  advice  ^TZI^^^u'^^^Tio  r^pe^^ 

in  regard  to  the  "  doses',"  comparing  the  injections  several  times  a  day. 

present  with  previous  editions,  I  find  wher-  The  permanganate  of  potash  serves  alHo 

6Tor  the  alternation  of  remedies  is  mentioned  *  v®T  good  purpose  in  freeing  the  hands 

t«.4v«^»»  «k^  .«r»^  «u •«««;«;«  *i.^  ^^v  froni   any  bad   smell  contracted   in   post 

in  the  one,  the  same  phrase  is  in  the  others.  «,^«f«^    «^«^:«„+srx««      t?^-  4i.«-  ^*.«^.^ 

_^  .  ^   ,    ',        -I  x^  ^  .              J.        •!.  .  mortem    examinations.     roT  this  purpose 

It  18  to  be  hoped,  that,  in  succeedmg  editions  a  stronger  solution  may  be  used  (m.  i.  to 

the  objectionable  terms  will  be  omitted,  and  ozA)    It  is  preferable  to  chlorinated  water, 

that  Br.  Bering  will  not  seemingly  give  his  not  only  to  a  disinfectant,  but  also  as  a  pre- 

influence  to  this  un-homoeopathic  practice,  servative  of  contagion.                    ^     ,^  ^ 

In  ozena,  a  weaker  solution  should  be 

used  (m.  i*  to  oz,  viii.),  and  to  correct  the 

ATT  AVTwrra  ^or  of  decayed  teeth,  two  drops  of  a  con- 

AiiiAJNinua.  centrated  solution  of  this  salt  may  be  used 

In  the  May  number  of  the   Observer  I  in  a  glass  of  water  as  a  wash,  or  a  few  drops 

notice  a  communication  from  Dr.  Wells  on  of  a  weak  solution  may  be  introduced  in 

the  "Ailanthus,"  as  a  remedy  for  scarlatina,  the  cavity  of  the  tooth  on  a  small  piece  of 

I  have  had  no  experience  of  it  in  this  cotton.                                  • 

^Usease,  but  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  years  The  same  solution  will  be  found  useful  in 

I  have  employed  this  remedy  in  cases  of  correcting  the  bad  smell  of  the  feet. 

cholera  n;iorbus,  to  which  it  seems  to  be  It  is  probable  that  the  therapeutic  appli- 

specially  adapted.  cation  of  this  salt  will,  by  further  experi- 

Several  instances  had  come    under  my  ments,  be  extended  to  many  other  cases, 

obeervation  where  persons  had'  been  made  such  as  scald  head,  fevers,  pityriasis,  etc. 

very  ill  by  inhaling  the  odor  given  out  by  — Farit  Med,  Gazette  and  Med,  and  Surg. 

the  flowers  of  this  tree ;  severe  vomiting  and  Reporter, 

purging,  with  cramps  and  cold  extremities,  " 

were  caused  by  it.  .               t      *                     tt            a 

Acthig  upon  this  hint,  I  prepared  a  tine-  .Atropia:  Its  Actions  awd  UsBS.—Atro- 

ture  from  the  blossoms,  and  have  adminis-  P**>  ^^^^  applied  locally  in  solution  (without 

tered  It  many, times,  with  prompt  success,  spirit),  is  not  a  local  paralyzer  as  cominonly 

in  cases  of  cholera  morbus.    The  action  is  supposed,  but  it  appears  rather  to  qmcken 

similar  to  that  of  veratrum  album.    1  had  ^^o  contraction  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is 

never  heard  of  it  before  as  having  been  used  appli«d.     Applied  directly  to  the  smallw 

in  medicine,  arteries,  atropia   constricts  them  (Jones), 

An  article  written  by  me  upon  this  subject  *°^  '^^s  ^^^^^  ™*y  continue  for  many  hours. 

WEB  published  some  seven  or  eight  (perhaps  ^  ^^^^oe.  probably,  causes  relaxation  of  the 

tao)  years  since,  in  the  Proceedings  of  Ihe  ^^^^^  of  the  iris,  by  causing  constriction  of 

Amtriean  Institute  of  HomcBopathy —vihiok  ^^^  arteries  entering  it.    In  ^  atropized 

year  it  was.  I  cannot  say  with  certainty,  as  1  ^l\  ^^^  vision  is  clearer  with  distant  than 

hATe  mislaid  the  number  containing  it.  |  with  nearer  objecto ;  this,  shows  that  the 

I  woi^d  say,  with  Dr.  Wells,  *•  Let  the  lens  has  rec«led  and  approached  the  retina, 

ailsnthus  be  proved.^*  ^^^  is  caused  by  a  relaxation  of  the  erectile 

J.  J.  Db  Wolf,  structure  ef  the  ciliary  processes,  from  the 

'                    '  constricting  action  of  the  Atropia.     This 

theory  of  the  turgescence  or  emptiness  of 

PiBM A9GANATK  OP  PoTASH  IN  IiTPBCTiNa  the  vcssols  of  the  iris,  causing,  respectively, 

UitCBBS,  OzBNA,  ETC. — After  enumerating  the  contraction  or  dilation  of  the  pupils, 

the  divers  disinfecting  agents  lately  pro-  explains  why  we  have  wide  pupil  so  Are- 

poeed,  and  coal  tar  in  particular,  the  author  quently  in  atonic  and  exhausting  diseaseSi 

(Dr.  H.  Plo'ss,  of  Leipzig,)  does  not  hesitate  in  aneurism  of  the  chest  and  neck, impeding 

to  give  his  preference,  at  least  under  some  the  passage  of  blood  into  and  through  the 


168    .  AMERICAN    HOMCEOPATHIO    OBSERVER. 


carotid.    Worms  and  diseases  of  the  belly  branch  that  reveals  its  most  manifest  dedac- 

in  children  dilate  the  pupil  and  impair  the  tions,   but  Ve  must  also  trace  the  laws  that 

SSXuf K  S.:^  the  Stt  •'  ••»<>-  «.  ^-s''  -^  '>>-  ->««>  <i-iop- 

of  the  iris,  and  contracting  the  Webral  n^ents.    For  mstance,  the  science  of  Homos - 

arteries  (Dr.  A.  Fleming).  opathy  is  the  Revelation  of  Laws  that  have 

always  existed,  and  those  laws  branch  out 

KALMIA    LATIFOLIA   IN    NEURALGIA  into   every    department    of    nature,    and 

OCULORUM.  although   we   may   declare    that    Homoeo- 

» BY  DR.  L.  o.  -jOHNSosr,  pathj  relates  to  the    human  organization 

.  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  S.,  aged  twenty-  ^""^  we  must  enter  the  Mineral.  Vegetable 

seven,  Jan.  8d,  and  found  him  with  severe  *^^.  ^f  ^°^^  ^^^"^^^^.^  "^^  ^^^  mvestigations 

pain  in  right  eye,  extending  to  the  forehead.  ^^  ^^»  \^^«-    ^^^^  ^^^^^  j«  ^^'I^^^  life^foTce 

It  would  commence  at  the  sun's  rising,  in-  or  vital  power,  has  manifestations  m  every 

,  .^        ^.,  ^,       -  form  of  life.    Hence  the  action  of  agents 

crease  in  seventy  until  noon ;  then  decrease,  ,  ^i..    i,  xv  ^  vi?    /.         . 

- ,  ^  X     Tx        \^     j>     ^y     ^  homoeopathically,   or  that  life  force  in  our 

and  leave  at  sunset.    It  was  the  fourth  a^  form,  must  declare  such  action  in  all  fom« 

tack  within  ten  years.    Each  attack  would  .^  ^^^^  ^^^^     ^^  ^^^  .„  ^^^^^^  ^^  j,^; 

last  from  two  to  four  months,  during  which  operations,  certain   laws    that   are  actiye. 

he  would  become  very  weak.    He  had  been  ^^^^^  ,^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  disobeyed  by  any 

under  the  treatment  of  an  Eclectic  for  eight  ,„^  „f  1;^^  without  injurious  results.    Any 

days  when  I  first  saw  him.     I  gave  Aconite  pj^^j  ^^^^  ^  ^^t^^  ^po„  by  elemenU  that 

and  Belladonna.    Jan.  6th,  pain  the  same.  ^^^^  jj,  development  and  growth,  must 

Gave  Kalmia,  1st  dec,  in  water ;  ordered  a  inevitably  show  the  result  in  a  deformed  and 

teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour.    The  irregular  growth.    Violation  of  law  is  not  a 

pain  soon  subsided,  and  in  two  days  he  was  ^iJf^l  ^ct  in  the  plant,  nevertheless,  viol*, 

about  his  business,  rejoicing  that  he  had  u^^  ^f  j^^  produces  its  efibcts.    Perhaps 

found  a  remedy  for  what  he  had  been  told  ^g  might  more  clearly  say  that  the  law  that 

was  incurable.  develops  a  plant  is  antagonised  by  other 

laws  that  retard  growth ;  the  law  that  is  at 
ARUM  TBIFHYLLUM.  the  time  active,  governs  the  growth  or  de- 
Prof.  Lippe  says :    "  It  is  as  Important  a  velopment  of  the  plant.    Precisely  the  same 
remedy  in  scarlet  fever  as  belladonna;  and  action  of  laws  upon  the  human  organization . 

nicXTpowerfT Tt"o 'S- hL'  P^o^"-  '^^  -«1'«-  "^  «>-"•>  -<^<>1''- 

been  given,  the  symptoms  continue  for  five  ^^-^e.    Hence,  if  Homoeopathy  is  a  science, 

to  seven  days,  and  longer."  that  springs  from  the  observation  of  these 

In  clergyman's  sore  throat,  if  the  voice  jaws  in  the  human  organization,  we  shall 

cannot  be  modulated,  with  nauch  secretion  ^^^  ^^^^  a  branchjof  this  science  in  the  nat- 
of  mucus.  It  is  very  important.  ,  , .     ^  I       *u    r^    ^         •    * 

An  interesting  article  on  this  medicine  ^^^1  kingdom,   where  the  life  force  is  in  a 

will  be  found  in  the  American  ffomoBopathic  lower  degree  of  development,  yet  has  the 

Eevietv,  vol.  iii,  p.  28,  80.  same  general  law  of  action.    The  pfant  for 

instance    called  Hellebore  has    a    specific 

Homoeopathic    action  on    diseases    of   the 
nerves  through  what  is  termed  a  poisonons 
property  !    Now  that  plant  through  its  vital 
life  force  received  from  the  elements^  of  na- 
ture its  individual  peculiarities.     No  other 
plant  has  precisely  the  same  combination  of 
IN  CONNECTION  WITH  NATURE  ^j.^.^^g  .\^^  ^here  is  the  perfectly  devel- 
AND    HER    LAWS.  ^^^^  pj^^^.  ^^^  ^^^  imperfect.     The  perfect 
BY  J.  M.  LONo,  M.  D.  givos  US  a  puro  combination  of  particles  ac- 
If  we  wish  to  be  truly  satisfied  with  any  cording  to  natural  laws ;  an  imperfect  plant 
science,  we  must   be  willing  patiently  to  lacks  some  clement  that  the  perfect  posses- 
study  its   revelations    not  merely  in  that  sed.    We  know  very  well  that  if  we  plant 
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•certain  shrubs  with  a  white  blossonx  in  the 
-spot  that  haa  been  occupied  by  a  Barbary 
9>H8h,  the  flowers  will  change  in  color.    Gar- 
^eBS  change  the  color  of  flowering  plants  by 
chemical  process,  and  the  ofi'-shoots  of  these 
plants  preserve  the  induced  color.     Now 
«mppo8e  that  some  delicate  action  had  been 
«zcited  upon  the  plant    we  instanced,  the 
Hellebore ;  the  plant  would  receive  only  such 
particles  as  it  could  assimilate.    But  might 
not  that  assimilation  be  changed   by  the 
conditions    that    surrounded  the  plant '^ — 
HomoBopatbically  speaking  the  minute  as- 
similation   of    combined     elements   might 
change  the  interior  properties  of  the  plant 
The  digestive  operations  of    the  plant   is 
cot  subject  to  the  destructive  action  that 
effects  human  stomachs  ;  but  all   plants  are 
affected  by  Homoeopathic  influences  in  air 
and  water  fiom  vegetable  and  rock,  now  del- 
icate and  refined  as  are  the  particles  that 
Homosopathy  uses,  those  particles  have  each 
an  atomic  individuality  and  that  atomic  indi- 
▼idoality  is  an  exact  representation  of  all 
the  elements  that  combine  to  produce  the 
properties  that  are  used  as  remedial.    There- 
fore the  more  refined  and  perfect  the  com- 
bined^ property,  the  more  refined  and  perfect 
most  be  the  atomic  property.    It  is  found 
that  compounds  chemically  isomeric  are  not 
aolform  in  action.    Hence  there  is  a  change 
produced  somewhere  in  the  attenuated  par- 
ticles that  compose  the  compound.      The 
primates  cannot  change,  but  the  compound 
can,  and  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  hu- 
man system   will  detect  a  change  in  the 
compounds  of  minerals  so  slight  that  chemi- 
cal science  through  the  action  of  acids  or 
alkalies,  or  the  various  testing,  agents  fail  to 
discern  it.    This  discovery  regarding  min- 
eral substances  presumes  a  similar  efiect  in 
▼egetable  substances.     A    remedy    to    be 
homcBopathic  in  its  action  upon  the  human 
organism,  must  correspond  in  the  progres- 
sion of  its  particles  to  the  condition  of  that 
organism :  hence  it  is  certain  that  a  mineral 
sabstance  will   more  favorably  efiect   the 
bones,  while  a  vegetable  remedy  acts  more 
ftrorably  upon  the  nerves.    This  opens  for 
SIS  a  wide  field  of  observation  and  of  study, 
for  the  nervous  life  is  allowed  to  be  a  higher 
form  of  life  than  the  osseous,  and  though 


one  so  interlaces  itself  with  the  other  thai 
we  cannot  separate  them,  yet  each  one  hat 
its  specific  sphere  of  vitality,  as  we  know  i; 
by  no  other  way  than  by  the  remedial  effecti 
of  medicines.  This  link  that  Homoeopathic 
science  makes  to  the  human  system  througt 
the  laws  of  progress,  is  one  that  claims  at 
tention.  We  must  not  be  daunted  by  on< 
failure  for  those  accrue  because  of  the  lawi 
of  nature,  and  a  remedy  that  is  by  its  pro- 
vings  the  right  one  for  a  disease  in  one  case 
may  prove  insufficient  in  another,  because 
of  the  laws  of  progress  in  plants  and  in  min 
erals  with  relation  to  the  human  system,  anc 
also  it  may  be  inefficient  because  of  the 
condition  of  the  human  organization  whicl: 
differs  in  individuals  as  much  through  pro 
gression  as  through  disease  itself.  Hence 
in  the  totality  of  symptoms  must  be  inclu 
ded  the  symptomatic  action  of  the  system 
which  can  be  tested  by  the  most  inflnitesti- 
mal  particles.  There  is  nothing  hidden  thai 
may  not  be  revealed  by  careful  research  and 
no  step  can  be  useless  that  leads  towards 
the  soul  of  all  things,  even  into  the  laws  ol 
life,  and  the  source  from  whence  that  life 
comes. 

EFFECTS  OF   AN  OVERDOSE  OF  MOR- 
PHIA. 

« 

A  taaedical  gentleman  of  this  city,  in  ,whom 
entire  confidence  may  be  placed,  gives  us 
this  item  of  his  persona!  experience  : 

Intending  to  take  about  two  grains  ol 
sulph.  quinia  for  some  slight  error  of  diges- 
tion, I  poured  from  a  small  vial  in  my  pock- 
et-case, what  I  estimated  at  four  grains,  and 
making.it  in  two  pills  with  glycerine,  swal- 
owed  one  pUl.  This  was  a<  II  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  I  afterward  ate  pretty  freely 
of  apples,  and  sat  down  with  my  book.  In 
less  than  half  an  hour  I  felt  some  change 
about  my  head  and  extremities,  resembling 
the  effects  of  morphia,  and  in  an  hour  these 
effects  were  so  decided  as  to  lead  me  to  sus- 
pect I  had  made  a  mistake  in  the  medicine. 
There  were  two  vials  in  the  case,  marked 
sulph.  morph.  and  sulph.  quin.,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  which  of  the  two  I 
had  employed.  Not  having  any  chemical 
tests  at  hand,  I  simply  tried  the  solubility  of 
the  remaining  pill,  and  finding  it  not  readily 
soluble  in  water,  and  conceiving  it  impos- 
sible that  I  could  have  made  such  a  blunder 
as  to  take  it  from  the  wrong  vial,  I  went  to 
bed  at  one  o'clock,  under  the  conviction 
that  I  had  taken  quinine.    My  sleep  was 
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unsound,  and  freqnent);  luterraptAd  b,T 
lively  Imaatnlnga.  Early  In  the  marDlnfc  I 
becnme  wskefnl,  ind  look  up  a,  book  wlillBt 
in  bed,  Ihoagb  my  eeaerat  bablt  is  to  sleep 
Eooadly  till  the  moment  of  liaiDs.  After 
MYen  I  arose  to  dress,  but  in  a  minute  or 
two  my  stomach  gate  way,  and  I  was  forced 
to  throw  myself  liaatily  on  the  bed  to  keep 
Titan  Tomitlng.  This  symptom  I  recognized 
at  ones  OS  the  effect  of  morpbift,  and  I  was 
now  ifttlsSed  of  my  mistake.  But  while  in 
bed,  I  felt  perfectly  well,andthoagh  I  tried 
S2*1q  and  again  to  rise  and  attend  to  my 
boiriiiDn.  Itwas  not  till  four  in  the  afternoon 
that  the  domach  would  gnff^r  the  head  to 
rem^D  erect.  The  pnlse  all  day  was  49  and 
CO,  and  the  respiration  9  and  10  :  these,  with 
occasional  drowBinest,  and  an  entire  arer- 
■lon  to  frod,  being  the  onlj  abnomal  condi' 
tioDS  of  which  I  nas  sensible.  On  the  sec- 
ond day  the  head  and  stomach  continned 
■lightly  disordered,  and  the  bowels  were 
conitipated. 

Tbetinantity  of  the  narcotic  which  I  took 
wu  a  Uttle  o*er  a  KraJn  and  a  half,  as  I 
afterward  found,  by  examining  the  pill.  It 
may  be  well  to  add  that  the  normal  beat  of 
my  pnlso  Is  80,  that  my  physical  tempera- 
mftnt  1b  rather  slag^sh,  and  that  I  am  not 
aocoilomed  to  opiates. nor  to  stimnlating 
drinks.  Man;  years  ai;o  the  eighth  of  a 
grain  of  sulph.  of  morphia  produced  much 
more  narcoUsm  than  the  preseot  dose,  al- 
though opposed  bypaiu  and  nerrous  excite- 
ment. The  result  of  my  brilliant  experi- 
ment illustrates  the  inefllciency  of  large 
doses  of  morpbia  compared  with  opinm.  I 
nerer  before  made  such  an  error,  and  I  am 
ashamed  of  it.  But  if  yon  can  pat  it  to  any 
use  in  elncidaticg  the  physiological  eCTects 
of  the  narootic,  it  Isat  your  disposal, — Sm 
Framitet  Med.  Frtu, 


experience  as  a  tinrsn  baa  been  engaeed: 
and  every  regard  will  be  paid.  In  careflil 
medical  treatment  and  watcbfnl  attpotloo, 
the  natortunates  gathered  within  th* 
■alls  of  the  Vernon  street  Hospital.  Tli» 
patients  will  ba  treated  homoeopath! call y, 
and  exery  practicable  care  eiercised  to  n- 
lieve  their  last  sufferings.  Already  liberal 
donations  hare  flowed  in  In  aid  of  the  naw 
t,  and  much  ia  required  in  an  entar- 
prisp  so  important  Erery  encouragement 
is  afforded  of  lis  complete  success,  and  wa 
feel  sure  that  it  will  commend  Itself  to  ft 
benerolent  public.  Those  so  disposed  can 
help  the  work  by  coatribuCing  money  iw 
such  things  as  are  essential  to  carrying  on 
such  Institution — bedding,  in  pariicnlar,  Is 
needed,  and  those  bSTing  anything  of  tbia 
nature  Id  excess  can  do  no  better  than  con- 
contribute  it  10  this  object.  Donations  may 
ict  to  the  house  of  Dr.  Cullis,  21  Bow- 
street,  or  to  the  hospital  la  VeriKUt 
street.  We  commend  the  institution  to  tba 
.ttenttoa  of  the  beneToIent.— Joitow  .B^iny 
Gaxttit,  Sept.  3,  1864. 
We  hope  Dr.  Cullis  will  receiTS  aid  fMm 
<me  of  our  wealthy  readers.  The  object 
)B  Dndonbtedly  excellent.  Wilt  Dr.  CalUa 
fBTor  as  with  reports  of  the  treatment  ■ 
his  inaUtntion  1 


NOVBL    mn     EXORLLBHT     IhBTITDTK 

Dr.  Chaa.  CnlMa,  of  Bowdoin  street.  He 
opatuist,  bos  for  some  time  entertained  the 
idea  of  an  hospital  for  poor  coosumptlve 
patients  —  homeless  and  uoproTlded  for  — 
which  should  also  combine  all  the  peculiar- 
ities of  home  for  them,  wherein  their  com- 
fort might  be  gratuitonsl;  cared  for  until 
their  death.  This  he  has  kept  in  view,  more 
and  more  convinced  of  the  benefit  of  sucli 
an  Institution,  until  at  last  be  has  realized 
his  idea  and  established  an  hospital  inwhicli 
to  commence  aud  carry  out  as  far  as  possiblt' 
hia  benevolent  intention.  He  has  procured 
home  ITo.  4,  in  Vernon  street  —  a  spacli 
and  roomy  dwelling  —  and  Is  fitting  it  . 
for  immediate  occupancy.  It  has  room  for 
some  Iwentr-flTo  beds,  and  every  facility 
for  tbe  comfort  of  patients,  who  will  in  thib 
excellent  home  Snd  every  convenience  that 
tbeir  necessiUes  require.    A  matron  of  long 


INTERESTIHO  CEREMONIAL. 
On  Tnesday  evening,  the  new  hoiplwl  in 
Vernon  street,  conceived  by  Dr.  Charlaa 
Cullis,  of  Bowdoin  street  for  the  reception 
and  care  of  poor  consumptive  patients,  re- 
garded incurable,  was  dedicated  with  appro- 
priate cerimoniFB.  The  large  attendaac* 
betokened  the  deep  interest  felt  in  the  pro- 
ject and  Inspired  the  belief  that  the  tnii^ 
must  become  a  permanency.  The  nnder> 
taklnn  has  been  commenced  in  the  foil  lUth 
that  every  ceed  has  its  attendant  relief,  anS 
that  the  heaven  which  inspired  the  benevo- 
lent  thought  will  raise  up  friends  for  it* 
support.  Though  but  a  recent  thing,  and 
bnt  imperfectly  announced.  It  has  found  ■ 
wide  sympathy.  Voluntary  glfta  hkT* 
poured  in  upon  it,  ntitil  the  house  pracnied 
for  it  at  No.  4  Vambn  street,  has  bean  fnlO- 
isbed  with  the  most  esseutJai  articles  of 
furniture  from  several  sources — a  proportion 
of  tbe  tinware  having  been  sent  from  Oanadk 
for  the  purpose.  It  baa  already  reerived  n 
generoiia  sum  of  money,  and  more  will  flow 
io  as  its  claim  becomes  known.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  tbe  dedication  quite  a  nnmber  of 
clergymen  were  present,  represanUng  dlSkr 
ent  sects,  one— the  Rev.  Dr.  Eamei,  coraiu 
frodi  Concord,  N.  H.,  expressly  to  MtMei. 
The  exercises  were  conducted  by  Ber.  Dr. 
F.  D.  Hnntington,  who  in  introdncing  lb* 
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snbjeet,  spoke  of  hospitals  as  an  ontgrowth 
of  the  Christian  faith — they  were  nerer 
known  among  heathen  institutions — and  in 
tibem  were  seen  the  spirit  of  him  who  went 
about  doing  good.  He  eulogised  the  pre- 
•ent  as  one  full  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  inas- 
mnch  as  it  sought  the  poor  and  the  dying  as 
•ubjects  for  its  bounty,  extolling  the  found- 
er who,  with  earnest  faith  and  from  his  own 
•pirit  that  had  been  touched  by  sorrow,  had 
eommenced  this  work  that  was  to  bear  good 
fruit  After  singing  a  hymn,  Dr.  E.  A.  Kirk 
read  selections  from  scripture,  with  connect- 
isg  words  of  his  own,  which  was  followed  by 
a  prayer  of  dedication  and  thanks  by  Dr. 
Huntington,  closing  with  singing  and  the 
Benediction. 

The  ladies  interested  in  the  object  had 
supplied  tables,  by  the  munificence  of 
friends,  with  a  bountiful  collation,  to  which 
all  were  invited,  after  which  the  party  re- 
paired to  the  large  parlor,  where  remarks 
were  made,  under  inTitation  of  Dr.  Hunting- 
ton, by  ReT.  Dr.  Kirk,  Rev.  Dr.  Hague,  Rev. 
Br.  Eames,  of  Concord,  Rev.  Mr.  Gardner, 
of  Charlestown,  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Bow- 
ddn  Square  church.  Rev.  Mr.  Fulton,  of 
Tremont  Temple,  and  others,  all  fall  of 
hearty  sympathy  and  promised  co-operation. 
A  brief  poem,  written  for  the  occasion,  was 
read  by  B.  P.  Shillaber.  After  repeating 
the  Lord's  prayer  and  singing  Old  Hundred, 
that  never  should  be  omitted,  the  meeting 
was  dismissed. — Sat.  Ee$.  Oazettij  Boston^ 
Oct.  1,  1864. 


BuoMinB  OF  Potassium  in  Inducino 
Slbxp. — Mr.  H.  Behreod  extols  (Lancet^ 
May  28,  1864,)  this  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  insomnia  and  restlessness,  accom- 
panied by  and  dependent  upon  nervous 
excitement  and  irritability.  Dr.  Brown- 
flequard  first  drew  Mr.  B.'s  attention  to 
tUt  action  of  the  article  in  question  Dr 
Qirrod,  also,  in  his  recent  lectures  on  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  states  that  the  bro- 
mide of  potassium  in  large  does  produces 
drowsiness.  • 

The  cases  in  which  this  remedy  'appears 
likely  to  be  most  useful,  Dr.  B.  says,  are 
those  in  which  the  nervous  element  pre- 
ponderates, and  it  is  in  this,  that  for  the 
ttoflt  part,  opium  and  its  preparations  fail 
^  produce  an^^good  result,  and  are  not 
^Ii  borne  by  the  system,  frequently  even 
Coding  to  the   excitement  and  irritability 
^^r  which  the  patient  labors.    There  can 
^2^e  doubt,  moreover,  that  cases  of  this 
S^  ^^  unfortunately  on  the  increase,  since 
}^f  highly  artificial  mode  of  life  of  the  pres- 
^*  ^y,  especially  in  large  cities,  perpetu- 
^j^3^  stimulates  the  nervous  energy  to  the 
^^'^vst  possible  degree ;    so  that  even  in 
strongest  constitutions  the  equilibrium 


is  but  too  often  shaken,  and  the  weaker 
ones  yield  speedily  to  the  excessive  de« 
mands  made  upon  them.  The  dose  of  the 
bromide  recommended  (twenty-five  graina 
three  times  a  day)  may  appear  large,  but  it 
is  in  all  cases  easily  tolerated,  and  produces 
neither  disagreeable  nor  toxical  effects,  the 
appetite  is  not  interfered  with,  the  alvine 
evacuations  are  regular  and  copious,  and 
irritability  of  the  bladder— a  frequent  ac- 
companiment of  restless  nights —is  generally 
relieved.  The  only  unpleasant  result  Mr.  B. 
has  witnessed  has  been  slight  and  temporary 
headache ;  and  Dr.  Brown-Sequard,  Mr.  B. 
states,  has  given  it  with  perfect  safety  for 
several  successive  weeks  in  drachm  doses. 
Of  the  temporary  paralysis,  and  weakening 
of  sexual  desire  and  power,  which  are  said 
to  follow  upon  the  administration  of  large 
doses  of  the  bromide  of  potassium.  Mr.  B. 
has  seen  nothing.  Mr.  B.  wishes  to  try 
this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  delirium, 
tremens,  but  has  not  had  the  opportunity 
since  he  has  become  acquainted  with  its 
action  upon  the  nervous  system. 


THE  INTRODUCTION  AND  PROGRESS 
OF  HOMCEOPATHY  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

An  Inaugural  Address  before  the  HomtBopathic- 
Medical  Society  of  the  C<mnty  of  New  Yorkf 
delivered  April  11,  1864. 

BT    STEPHEN   B.   LIBBT,   X.  D. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  this  address,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extracts : 

"  In  the  course  of  human  events,  Hahne- 
mann made  known  a  mode,  or  rather  a 
system,  for  the  healing  art,  based  upon 
positive  physiological  and  psychological 
fkcts,  by  him  expressed  thus :  *  In  health, 
the  vital  force  which  dynamically  animates 
the  material  body,  exercises  an  unlimited 
power.  It  preserves  every  part  of  the 
organism  in  an  admirable  vital  harmony, 
as  regards  sensation  and  action,  so  that  the 
spirit  which  resides  in  us,  and  which  is  en- 
dowed with  reason,  is  able  freely  to  employ 
these  living  and  healthy  instruments,  for  the 
purpose  of  accomplishing  the  high  end  of 
our  existence.' 

*'This  is  the  basis  of  what  is  termed 
Homoeopathy.  Its  basis  is  not,  ^s  some 
suppose,  *simtlia  stmUihui  curantur;*  this  ift 
but  a  branch  of  the  system,  and  subscribing 
to  this  alone  does  not  constitute  a  Homceo* 
pathist,  as  I  hope  to  prove.  Now,  be  kind 
enough,  without  prejudice,  to  go  with  me 
into  an  examination  of  the  above  quotation 
from  *  The  Organon  of  Homoeopathic  Medi< 
cine,  by  Samuel  Hahnemann.'  I  shall  as* 
sume,  speaking  generally,  that  its  meaning 
is   not  clearly  comprehended   by  all   the 
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membrri  of  onr  ichool ;  and  from  this 
defect  the  apirit  of  Allopatliy  still  mingli 
~~\  exerte  iu  peToioioiu  iaflu^Qce  in  Uie 
"ice  of  Ihe  art  of  heeling.  HahaeinaDn 
AgreM  with  St.  Panl  In  what  canstitntas  a 
'man — viz.,  body,  apirit  and  aonl.  Of  the 
body  I  shall  sa;  almost  nothing  ;  of  tba 
Mid,  bnt  little;  hut  ask  yonr  attention  to 
the  phyriological  fact  in  the  l«rm  spirit. 

"Tolnmes  raiftbt  be  irritten  on  this  anh- 
Ject;  yet  I  shall  attempt  to  brioK  to  view 
what  esseDtially  constitutes  life,  or  ritality, 
or  spirit  of  man.  The  term  rltal  force  is 
eipressed  by  the  word  dynamism ;   that  Is, 


spirit  in  a. 


To  B 


>    it  St 


9  necessary 


that  I  shoald  notice  in  the  "first  place  what 
h  meant  by  mind  What  is  itl  Whatever 
else  it  may  be,  it  Is  that  In  us  vbicb  takes 
cognizance  of  material  tlungs,  and  enables 
US  to  give  them  shape  and  expression.  It  is 
a  result  of  brain  action  ;  its  relations  are 
Strictly  mathematical ;  It  belongs  to  mat- 
ter ;  it  conceires  of  nothing  else,  and  meas- 
ures all  things  by  a  material  slaDdacd. 

"  Ideas  may  be  the  result  of  a  tnperior 
tntelliKence,  but  the  conclusions  the  mind 
draws  from  them  are  always  material :  that 
is  to  say,  the  mind  is  of  the  body,  through 
whlcb  the  soul  reaches  the  ontward  world. 
The  human  body  is  the  clothing  of  the 
mind ;  the  brain  is  its  organ  or  machine, 
aad  the  motive  poner  is  the  soul.  All  the 
senses  are  used  to  convey  to  the  mind  ex- 
ternal objects  of  whaterer  nature.  In  our 
bodies  we  perceive  a  principle,  or  a  power, 
which  develops  phenomena.  The  results  of 
this  principle  we  term  life.  I  cannot  define 
what  it  is  in  essence,  nor  is  It  neoessary;  fur 
it  is  a  fact,  what  is  useless  to  mac,  God  has 
made  impossible  to  him. 

"Life  is  a  reality,  and  is  most  closely 
allied  to  matter.  Is  it  electricity  f  Is  it 
magneUsml  Is  it  the  dynamism  of  material 
bodies  1  Is  it  itself  materian  It  causes 
the  circulation  of  the  blood — it  controls  the 
functions  of  the  human  body  aod  of  all  ani- 
mal  bodies.  Whaterer  it  may  be  in  essence, 
It  may  be  named  ipiril,  and  it  is  the  cause 
of  the  phenomena  we  know  by  the  word  lifi. 
Itis  everywhere  ;  caases  life  to  circulate  in 
the  germ,  and  sends  the  sap  upwards  from 
Uie  root  through  all  the  branches  of  the  ' 
tree.  It.eiists,  but  It  has  no  thought,  for  it 
iicontroied  by  ihat  within,  as  Hahnemann 
has  it,  '  which  is  endowed  with  reason ;'  that 
is,  the  soul — the  image  of  Ood  in  man. 
That  it  be  in  substance  electricitv,  is  possi- 
ble, for  this  is  found  in  modified  forms  in 
all  bodies.  It  has  ni)t  conscious  intelligence 
like  the  mind,  but '  it  is  a  diffasive  material 
Bubstance  which  pervades  all  nature  and 
gives  life  and  shape  to  that  which  otherwise 
were  dead  and  Told  of  form;'  itself  being 


"  In  the  hnman  organization  there  la 
soiTiethiog  distinct  from  the  outward  da- 
csying  bodily  stmclnre,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  inner  divine  immortal  principle  on 
the  other. 

"  Now,  to  ma  it  seems  that  there  must  be 
something  intermediate,  a  sort  of  connecting 
link, — a  bond  of  union—between  the  mate- 
rial and  the  Immaterial.  Inert  Biatter  and 
divine  life  can  hardly  be  in  immediate  con- 
tact. What,  then,  in  man  is  between  bis 
system  of  nerves,  through  which  seosatiOD 
and  intelligeoco  are  trocsmittad,  and  hia 
essential  soult  What  is  it  that  iuflaencei 
the  coQtraclion  of  mnscles  and  tlie  blood 
circulation  1  It  is  the  principle  of  life  or 
spirit,  or,  as  Hahnemann  has  it,  '  the  vital 
force  which  dynamically  animates  Ibe  mate- 
rial body.'  The  mind  is  cold  and  mathema- 
tical in  operation  and  effect.  Spirit  is  warm, 
genial  and  diffusive.  Mind  concentrates  its 
action  on  single  points  and  on  material  <>b< 
jecls.  Spirit  is  fl^ed  nowhere,  but  is  every- 
where to  answer  the  purposes  of  life;  and. 
this  may  bind  the  finite  to  the  infinite ;  Uw 
unseen  power  that  nnites  the  visible  to  the 
invisible ;  this  is  tiie  impalpable  presence, 
you  perceive,  which  conveys  to  you  the 
ideas  I  am  uttering.  For  while  mind  is  the 
resalt  of  the  crestion  of  thcugbts,  spirit  Is 
the  medium  of  their  transmission,  and  is  the 
universal  principle  of  life. 

"  M;  dear  colleagues,  ail  this,  and  much 
more,  I  perceive  in  the  profound  teaching 
through  Uahnemann,  in  the  quotation  I  read 
to  yOu.  This,  I  repeat,  is  the  basis  of 
Homceopathy.  Everything  built  upon  thia 
must  be  in  strict  haiTuony  with  it.  Let  xu 
see.  Hahnemann  says:  'In  disease,  this 
spiritual  furce,  which  is  active  in  itself  and 
universally  present  in  the  body,  is  the  only 
one  which  at  first  perceives  the  dynamic 
inSuence  of  the  agent  hostile  to  life,  Having 
been  disturbed  by  this  perception,  this  foroe 
becomes  capable  of  commuoicaiing  to  Uw 
organisnt  tba  disagreeable  sensations  wbloh 
it  experiences,  and  of  driving  it  to  thot« 
nnnsual  actions  wa  call  diseases.'  '  It  la 
only  the  disturbed  vital  force  that  prodacM 
diseases.' 

This  definition  of  dise|Ba  is  enough  oC 
itself  to  revoiutionize  the  materialistic  doc- 
trine of  the  allopathic  school. 

"  2.  The  same  spiritual  power  Hahnemann 
found  in  drugs ;  and  that  in  each  existed  k 
force  peculiar  to  itself,  and  capable  of  dis- 
turbing the  healthy  acting  life  principle  in 
the  human  organism,  developing  phenomoDB 
like  unto  diseases  from  other  causes.  He 
also  proved  that  each  drag  by  its  own  spirit 
power  could  modify  disease;  that  is,  *U  is 
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in  the  dynamic  action  of  dra^  that  their 
inheraDt  force  exclusively  consists. 

"  8.  Hahnemann  announced  that  druj^s 
cored  diseases  by  virtue  of  a  law,  *  similia 
iimiUbun  eurentur^^  or,  like  may  be  cured  by 
like.  This  law  he  did  not  believe,  (V)  nor  is  it 
the  cardinal  principle  of  Homoeopathy ;  but 
ODly,  as  it  is,  the  basis  of  the  therapeutic 
branch  of  it. 

"  4.  *  Every  physician,'  says  Hahnemann, 
'adopting  a  treatment  of  such  a  general 
character,  however  unblushingly  he  may 
afiect  to  be  an  Homoeopathist,  is  and  will 
always  remain  a  generalizing  Allopathist, 
««  without  the  most  especial  individualization 
HonuBopathy  has  no  meaning* 

"I  have  thus  brought  to  view  the  four 
{yropositions  embraced  by  Homoeopathy  ;  in 
fact,  they  constitute  it.  No  one  of  tbem 
can  be  overlooked  in  prescribing  drugs  for 
a  disease.  I  conclude  this  branch  of  my 
difloonrse  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Cosnec,  of 
Paris — viz  ;  *  No ;  there  does  not  and  can 
not  exist  any  conciliation  between  the  two 
schools ;  whether  Homoeopathy  be  consider- 
ed in  its  principles  or  in  its  method  and 
means,  there  caa  be  no  possible  conciliation. 
Homoeopathy,  being  a  radical  reform  in 
medicine,  can  concede  nothing  to  the  Allo- 
pathic doctrine ;  to  try  to  conciliate  the  two 
achools,  would  be  a  step  to  the  denial  of 
Homoeopathy.' " 


CONTRIBUTOR  REMLASS'S  PAPERS. 

No.  4. 

Shquenee — Thoughts  Concerning  the  Beauty 
%of  a  FaragrOfph, 

While  glancing  over  your  Observer ^  I  was 
struck  with  the  singularly  simple,  though 
tmthfully  beautiful  and  eloquent  words 
appearing  on  the  first  page,  the  author 
being  no  less  a  personage  than  the  founder 
of  our  science,  Hahnemann.  They  com- 
mffiice :  *'  I  present  you  with  a  truth  long 
sought  for — a  principle  of  eternal  nature. 
I  appeal  to  existing  facts  alone  to  convince 
you ;  and  when  a  conscientious  and  complete 
eonrse  of  study  shall  crown  your  researches 
with  success,  then,  as  I  have  done,  bless 
ProTidence  for  the  immense  benefaction  He 
has  allowed  to  descend  on  the  earth  through 
my  humble  agency ;  for  I  have  been  but  a 
feeble  instrument  of  the  Omnipotence,  before 
whom  we  all  bow  in  humility." 

Can  thought  be  clothed  in  more  simple 
or  concise  words  than  these  1  Can  eloquence 
And  fitter  terms  with  which  to  tackle  the 
erer-doabting  mind  of  man,  and  show  him 
that  there  is  truth  there,  if  he  will  but 
intestigate. 

'*Iftre*eni  you  with  a  truth  long  sougTtt  for~-* 
a  prtneiple  of  eternal  nature,** 


He  gives  to  yon  who  investigate,  the  truth 
of  the  science,  "  a  principle  of  eternal 
nature;"  he  shows  you  a  fact  that  has 
always  existed,  though  it  was  never  recog- 
nized till  his  time ;  he  says,  here  is  a  truth 
that  has  long  been  wanted — long  been  looked 
for— I  present  it  to  you  ;  and,  to  impress  us 
with  the  importance  of  it,  he  says  it 
is  a  truth  of  eternal  nature:  since  the 
world  was,  has  it  been,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so  long  as  the  world  lasts.  He  wishes  you 
to  understand  that  this  truth  has  always 
existed,  though  it  never  came  to  licbt  till  he 
unbarred  the  tyrant  fetters  of  fogy  ism  that 
kept  it  drowned  in  the  sea  of  ignorance. 

"I  appeal  to  existing  facts  alone  to  eonvinee 
you." 

You  are  not  merely  to  believe  what  he 
says ;  you  are  to  look  at  facts  before  you — 
facts  there  for  your  iospection— facts  that  he 
knows,  when  properly  weighed  and  meas- 
ured, will  convince  even  the  most  skeptical. 
And  now  what  a  thoughtful  command  is 
given  to  us : 

"And  when  a  conscientious  and  complete  .^j 
course  of  study  shall  crown  your  researches 
with  success,  theUy  as  I  have  done  bless  Provi- 
dence for  the  immense  benefaction  allowed  to 
descend  on  the  earth  through  my  humble 
agency** 

When  success  follows  the  thorough  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject— when  all  its  truths 
are  impressed  on  your  mind — when  you  are 
convinced  of  the  great  good  the  discovery 
must  accomplish,  you  are  to  bless  Frovidenee, 
How  he  recognizes  a  divine  will,  a  divine 
power !  You  are  not  indebted  to  Hahne- 
mann for  your  science,  but  to  Providence. 
He  admits  himself  to  be  merely  the  tool  of 
a  greater  power  than  his — the  divine. 

"For  I  have  been  but  a  feeble  instrument  of 
the  Omnipotence^  before  whom  we  all  bow  in 
humilUy.** 

He  strives  to  impress  upon  us  that  what 
he  has  given  to  the  world  was  through  a 
power  superior  to  his — even  before  whom 
we  all  are  as  nothing.  Fellow-physicians, 
look  upon  yourselves  as  '*  feeble  instru- 
ments of  the  Omnipotence,"  and,  as  a  whole, 
.imagipe  the  mighty  influences  of  a  truth  so 
combined  and  so  universal  as  ours  is  des- 
tined to  be,  and  which  truth  we  have  now 
in  our  haods,  placed  there  by  a  divine 
power,  through  Hahnemann. 


PROFESSIONAL  ETIQUETTE. 

G.  S.  B.,  of  Cherry  Valley,  III ,  makes  en- 
quiry of  the  Investigator  concerning  a  mooted 
point  in'  professional  etiquette :  "  Does  it 
comport  with  professional  dignity,  or  civility, 
for  a  physician,  when  called  to  a  case  which 
another  holds  under  treatment,  to  assume 
the  prerogative  of  taking  charge  of,  or  pre-^ 
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scribing  for  that  patient,  without  his  know- 
ledge, or  before  he  has  been  properly  dis- 
missed v^ 

Certainly  not.  A  proper  regard  for  the 
right  of  others  is  a  mutual  \)rotection,  in  the 
profession  and  out  of  it.  The  Golden-Bule- 
t  principle  embodies  the  best  code  of  ethics 
^ever  yet  published,  and  the  true  physician 
will  be  very  loth  to  depart  from  its  teach- 
ings. 

Our  correspondent  makes  a  most  excellent 
Buggestion:  "Where  two,  three  or  more 
Homoeopathic  practitioners  are  located  in 
same  city  or  town,  they  should  at  least  be 
on  speaking  terms  with  each  other.  This 
would  certainly  redound  to  their  interest  and 
reputation  as  medical  gentlemen,  and  especi- 
•ally  as  Homceopathists, — who  should  always 
be  on  friendly  terms,— while  it  would  de- 
prlYO  the  self-styled  ''  regulars  "  of  one  of 
the  strong  forts  from  which  their  slanderous 
missiles  are  hurled  at  our  practitioners." 

This,  is  well  said.  A  mutual  friendship 
4unoBg  neighboring  physiciars  would  put  an 
end  to  bickerings  and  misunderstandings, 
'wend  therefore  strengthen  our  cause.  We 
have  often  wondered  that  physicians  so  situ- 
ated did  not  improve  their  leisure  hours  by 
more  of  professional  intercourse  and  of  real 
labor  toward  a  common  end.  The  best 
medical  organizations  are  not  always  the 
largest.  Three  men  could  unite  their  efforts 
to  prove  a  remedy,  or  to  solve  some  physi- 
ological or  pathological  problem,  and  thus 
be  more  efficient  than  thirty  isolated  in- 
compatible fellows  who  spend  their  breath 
in  abuse  and  their  brains  for  naught.  Pro- 
fessional wrangling  is  a  crime  for  which 
there  is  no  apology — Med.  Investigator, 


MEDICAL  ETHICS. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Bloss,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  writes,  **In 
our  vicinity  Homoeopathic  Practitioners  (at 
least  so  advertised,)  by  a  system  of  special 
advertisements  in  the  daily  papers  in  refer- 
ence to  female  complaints,  venereal  diseases, 
having  every  casualty  they  attend  the  sub- 
ject of  a  *'  Special  Notice,'*  etc.,  etc.,  are 
rapidly  tending  to  bring  us  on  a  level  in  the 
eyes  of  the  intelligent  portion  of  community, 
with  peripatetic  "  Clapp  Doctors,"  "  Liver 
Complaint  Doctors,"  "Natural  Bone  Setters,'' 
and  others  resorted  to  only  by  the  ignorant, 
and  who  flourish  where  the  most  patent  medi- 
cines are  sold." 


Ur^DOUBTRDLT  RiOH.— A  physiciau  writes 
for  an  ounce  of  Panacea  temper  eurans  / 
(See  Ohterver  for  September,  page  181.) 


"Libera  ab  Omni  Segta  Colx  Dbbbt 
MBDI6INA,"  is  a  motto  of  Dr.  Wm.  Arnold,  a 
very  great  friend  and  defender  of  the  late  . 
Dr.  Griesselich,  whose  sarcophagus  is, and 
will  be  forever  the  "  Hjgea"  a  journal  which 
he  conducted  with  marked  ability  for  fifteen 
years.  ^  (J.  D, 


Dissolving  Powebs  of  the  Panorbatic 
JuiOB, — M.  Corvisart  has  shown  that  in  ani- 
mals the  pancreatic  juice  has  the  power  of 
dissolving  albuminous  foods  without  the 
assistance  of  the  gastric  juice  or  the  bile; 
and  now  he  has  demonstrated  the  •  same 
thing  in  man.  A  hospital  patient,  in  per- 
fect health,  having  suddenly  died  from 
chloroform  administered  for  the  rednctioa 
of  the  femur,  M.  Corvisart  removed  the 
pancreas ;  and  with  the  prepared  juice  and 
ferment  of  it,  operated  on  albuminous  mat- 
ters. He  found  that  a  large  quantity  of 
albumen  and  fibrin  was  rapidly  digested 
with  its  assistance. — Brit,  Med.  Jour^ 


NEW  FORMS  OP  DISEASE. 
An  irregular  practitioner  being  called  io 

see  a  2a^y- patient,  who  had  failed  to  receire 
as  much  benefit  as  she  expected  fh>m  her 
former  physician,  after  making  an  examina- 
tion ^^r  vaginutHj  etc.,  etc.,  etc..  very  grave- 
ly remarked,  that  the  form  of  the  disease 
had  been  mistaken,  the  case  was  certainly 
one  of  inflammation  of  the  prostrate  glandm 
Another  M.  D.  ft)  also  cures  eolie  In  the 
back. 


urjcrg 


The  Rboenbbation  of  Bone. — M.  Oilier 
has  again  called  the  attention  of  the  Soeiete 
de  Ghirurgie  to  this  subject.  According  to 
his  experiments,  the  regeneration  of  booe 
is  a  settled  fact.  It  occuis  most  readily 
and  rapidly  and  certainly  in  the  long  bones. 
The  preservation  of  the  periosteum  is  aa' 
essential  condition.  In  the  case  of  the  long 
bones,  the  extremities  remain  a  long  time 
in  the  state  of  cartilage  before  they  consoli- 
date into  bone.  The  flat  bones  may  be 
reproduced  from  their  external  periosteam. 
M.  Oilier  has  in  this  way  produced  a  eolid 
bony  covering  for  the  nose  out  of  flaps  of 
periosteum  taken  from  the  frontal  boncL 
The  internal  periosteuna  of  the  cranium^ 
the  dura  mater,  will  also  produce  ossifica- 
tion. The  mucous  periosteum  of  the  nasal 
fossas,  and  of  the  palatine  arch,  also  pro-^ 
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dnOM  hoaj  tufttter;  bat  the  prodnction 
UkcH  f)Uc«  slowly,  rrqulriog  flre,  Bis.  Boren, 
•nd  eveo  elsht  nonthB  for  Its  completion. 
ThB  short  boncB  may  likewise  be  repro- 
daced.  M.  Oilier  has  rsprod'jced  the  cal~ 
canenm,  Lbe  cuboid  bone,  etc..  In  animals. 
Tbe  new  bono,  be  says,  id  these  cases 
■ometlmM  aCtaioB  a  Bize  even  larger  than 
that  of  the  eriginal  bone.  Certain  con- 
ditlotu  are  necessarj  for  the  Buccess  of  the 
reKoneration ;  and  of  these,  esindallj,  he 
refers  to  the  thickness  of  the  periostei 
ttod  [ta  flnnneBB. — Oaiuula  Lanctt. 


^ittinits'  Dfjartmtnt. 


MEDICAL  LETTER  NO.  I. 
Mt  Diar  Fkiihd  ;— Your  letter  Ib  before 
m;  In  which  are  proponnded  seTsral  qaeB. 
tioDi.    Yon  desire  to  know  if  I  would  advise 
joD  to  study  medicine,  with  a  view  to  en- 
gKffiog  eveniQBllf  !□  its  practice.    I  aoBwer, 
by  all  nmni,  malce  medical  ncienca  a  i>art 
of  the  ilndiet  jon  paraue.    While  medical 
Gollefces  are  bo  numerous,  and  the  coat  of 
attsoding  them  is  comparatively  so  li^bt. 
joans  man  nho  expects  ever  to  become 
■117  Bense  a  public  character,  can  do  eitt 
btniHlf  or  society  justice    if    he    remai 
Ignorant  of  the   fundamental   principles 
Bcdidne.     The  time  is  past  for  a  man 
bopa  to  achieve  emiueoce  in  any  of  the  pro- 
fM^ooB,  and  be  ignorant  of  tbe  scieuces  of 
uiktomy  and  physiulogy.     A  professed  min- 
latM  of  the  gMpel  who  attempts   to   talk 
kvnedlj  about  the  mjBterles  of  humanity, 
!■  Ul  imperfect  specimr  u  of  a  true  dispenser 
ttf  the  word  of  life.    A  man  attempting  the 
practice  of  criminal   law   in  our  courts  of 
Justice,   who   can  not   distineuish   between 
pDDCtored  and  Iaceral«d  wounds,   or  who 
does  not  know  an  os-calcis  from  an  os-uterl, 
fa  unworthy  of  tbe  name  or  honors  of  a  true 
teS»l  in*n. 

■  Let  me  conjure  yott  therefore  to  prosecute 
neither  these,  nor  any  other  profession. 
without  first  studying,  at  least,  anatomy, 
physiology,  nnd  medical  chemistry.  And 
wbKtrver  the  pursuit  of  your  life  maybe, 
jou  will  find  iti  commercial,  mechanical  and 
prafessional  calling  alike,  a  knowledge  of 
medicine  of  invaluable  worth  to  yourself, 
nnd  useful  lo  those  with  whom  you  asso- 
dkta.  By  all  means,  therefore,  spend  one 
-winter  In  aiti*ndance  on  a  course  of  lectures 
Mt  H>me  medical  college. 

Bat  as  to  the  question  of  your  entering 
npoD  the  piaciice  of  medicine,  that  mui,t 
depend  upon  several  ciroumnlances.  First, 
bara  yoa  a  strong  taste  for  the  study  and  1 


labor  that  will  devolve  opon  yon  Id  such  an 
events  Is  it  because  it  will  give  yon  an 
honorable  position  in  society,  and  a  rrady 
livelihood,  ibat  you  propose  to  choose  tbb 
profession,  or  have  you  a  natural  ta<t«  for 
the  many  unpleasant,  ardnons,  uurtmunera- 
live  and  responsible  duties  of  a  medical 
man  t  Are  you  willing  to  gi»e  up  your 
nights  and  days  alike,  to  the  wort  of  carlDg 
for  the  sick,  calling  no  hour  or  moment 
your  own  1  Think  of  these  things  and  do 
not  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine  with- 
out you  have  a  love  for  it. 

Secondly,  are  you  physically  sound  1  A 
man  who  is  a  cripple,  having  a  manifest  dis- 
ability of  body  or  limb,  should  never  become 
a  doctor.  Even  slight  defonniCIes,  no  more 
than  the  loss  of  a  finger,  is  likely  to  be 
powerfully  magnified  by  tbe  morbid  imarin- 
ations  of  the  sick.  Pregnant  and  nervoui 
females  have  a  peculiar  horror   of  anch 

But  are  you  otherwise  sound  1  Especiall]' 
have  you  good  lungs,  a  sound  heart,  and  a 
healthy  stomach  1  A  sick  doctor  is  a  bltnd 
leader  of  the  blind.  He  is  of  himself  a  libel 
on  his  pretenUoni  to  cure.  The  vitalizing 
influence  of  a  physicians  presence  in  a  alcb 
room,  is  often  more  potent  to  cure  than  his 

Again,  may  I  ask  is  your  education  suffi- 
ciently good!  If  you  are  not  a  perfect 
master  of  your  mother  tongue,  pray  don't 
dishonor  the  cause  of  medicine,  and  disgrace 
yourself  by  setting  yourself  for  a  "  Doctor," 
which  sigaiQee  a  Uaehtr.  Don't  address 
your  first  letter  of  bquitr,  "  To  the  Deen  of 
the  Homeopathy  Colodge."  Too  many 
such  are  already  on  file  i?  my  office.  An 
uneducated  physician  is  a  monstrosity, 
"nowledge  is  too  cheap  for  snch  beings  to 
.iat.  In  this  country.  In  addition  to  a 
thorough  English  education,  every  medical 
man  should  have  a  passable  knowledge  of 
Latin.  Xo  man  can  use  medical  temu 
fluently,  unless  be  bas  studied  the  language 
from  whence  most  of  the  nomenclature  of 
medicine  is  derived.  By  a  plain  English 
scholar,  tbe  levator  labii  lupcrierii  altrgue  nati 

'ill  be  a  term  unpronounced,  out  of  respect 

)  the  welfare  of  his  inferior  mamillary. 
You  ask  bow  long  It  will  take  you  ;o  be- 

ycaft  a  doctor.  Certainly  not  less  than 
Lhr*e  years ;  and  if  you  have  no  beard,  it 
will  take  yim  perhaps  longer  than  that. 
The  public  demand  age,  because  it  betokena 
experience.  And  if  you  can  make  a  display 
of  a  few  premature  gray  hairs,  it  will  prore 
1  good  thousand  a  yeai  to  yoa.  Finally,  if 
.  ou  are  tall,  poitly,  and  good  natured,  I 
think  you  may  safely  Tenture  to  become  a 
Doclorti  Mtdieina, 

Ci,BVBLAHD,  Horn.  College,  Oct.  1, 1861. 
T.  P.  WiLsoa. 
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HOMEOPATHIC     mFdICAL    COLLEGE 
OP  PHILADELPHIA. 

Sxtract  /rem  Sojntletnth  Amwal  jMtumKt- 

"  Tb«  Boftrd  of  Managers,  in  IsgaiQ^  the 
SeTCDteentb  Animal  AnDDQucsnieDt  of  tbe 
Homoeopathic  Medic*!  College  of  Pennsyl- 
Tttnla,  located  at  Philadelphia,  are  happy  to 
bear  taBlimonj  to  its  contianed  nsefnlneu. 

The  nQmb«r  of  medical  ingUtntioos  of  tbia 
oily,  and  the  facilities  wWoh  these  aSbrd 
for  the  proeecutian  of  the  Btndy  of  medicine 
Bud  the  collateral  Bciencea,  hare  won  for  it 
the  title  of  "Medical  Metropolis"  of  the 
United  Btatea.  Bide  by  side  with  these 
Ijmo-houored  and  influential  inatitutions, 
wbicb  are  supported  by  immense  interested 
patronage, — our  own  college,  the  oldest  of 
its  kiod  in  existence,  haa'  striveu  neblyaud 
not  vainly  to  become  established. 

Hen  of  thorongh  medicsd  edacalion  and 
sctentiQc  acntnen  no  longer  regard  pur 
hoDKBOpathic  law  as  a  mere  specnlatioD, 
bnt  as  the  eTidence  of  a  more  eQlightened 
■sd  progKsaiTe  era  in  medical  atience. 

Alloeopatbj,  In  all  its  varied  forma,  con- 
fstMa  its  inability  to  produce  any  eqnally 
posiUve  or  accurate  rtUEr  of  practice.  It  can 
teach  indeed  bnt  tbe  prolegomena  of  our 
own  trne  doctrines." 

Prof.  Hoerman  writes :  "  I  Itnow  that  it 
mnet  give  yon  some  aatisfacUon,  in  your 
jnsC  appredation  of  the  truth,  to  feel  that 
we  begin  our  work  witb  a  determination  to 
give  to  those,  nbo  come  among  ns,  every 
practical  advantage  in  medical  edncatioc, 
to  lay  before  the  profession  our  failA  In 
pure  homceopathy,  and  prove  onr  capacity 
of  substantiating  that  faith  and  sustaiuiug 
the  hoDor  entrusted  to  as. 

Our  design  and  prayer  is  to  beSt  for  tbe 
world's  Dse  true  ministers  of  oar  vocaUon." 


Icrsoral. 

A.  T.  Bdll,  M.  D.,  and  Hdbbabd  Foster, 
H.  D.— We  nndprstand  that  Dr.  Ball  of  Lon- 
don, C.  W.  and  Dr.  Bobbard  Foster,  recent- 
ly of  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  have  formed  a 
copartnership  for  tbe  practice  of  homoeopa- 
Ihlc  medicine  and  surgery,  at  54  Swan  >t., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Foster  acquired  an  en- 
Tiable  reputation  while  In  charge  of  the 
Clinton  Springs  cure,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Bull,  at 
London,  by  bis  proteaiional  skill,  uniform 
■QCcesa,  aoavitv  and  gentlemanly  bearing, 
haa  made  a  host  of  friends.    We  shall  ei- 


pect  to  hear  of  their  establiahing  a  very 
lucrative  practice  at  Baffalo, 


K.  J.  P.  MoRDiif,  M,  D.,  sncceeds  Dr. 
Ball  at  London.  Dr.  Morden  was  formerly 
a  student  of  Dr.  Ball.  After  graduation  bfr 
went  into  practice  on  his  own  account,  at 
Loudon.  Being  an  attentive  and  sUlftd 
physician,  he  will  donbtless  fill  Dr.  Bnll'a 
place  as  well  as  any  one. 


S.  BiiiKT,  M.  D.— We  copy  from  th» 
Paulding  Qazette  the  following: 

"lam,  as  you  are  aware,  nn  allopathic 
physician,  now  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  this  consressional  district.  J  was  in  Tole- 
do a  few  days  since,  and  learned  the  follow- 
ing facts;  S.  Bailey,  M.  D.,  seems  to  have- 
been  appointed  examining  surgeon  throngb 
tbe  kindness  of  Hon.  J.  M.  Ashley.  Dr. 
Bailey  is  a  homceopathtc  physician.  While 
this  is  true,  Btrange  as  it  may  seem,  Dr. 
Bailey  is  said  to  be  a  gentleman  of  undis- 
puted attainments  and  skill  as  a  EnrgeoD. 
But,  he  is  a  bomcecpalh  I  I  learned,  too, 
while  in  Toledo,  to  the  great  shame  61  tli* 
medical  profession,  that  the  allopathic  phy- 
sicians were  aiming  to  make  a  poUtlrat 
hobby  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  BsUey, 
and  were  asking  the  physicians  of  thU- 
school  in  the  distilct  to  oppose  Mr.  Ashley's 
elecUon ;  not  because  he  recommended  it. 
nnqnaliSed  for  the  position,  bnt  ba- 
i  Dr.  Bailey  is  of  the  homooepathSe 
school.  I  learn  that  this  move  wnn  Initl- 
gated  by  a  Copperhead  phjsici 


if  Toledo." 

Prop.  Nkidhabb.— In  "Hew  ProHngi" 
due  credit  should  have  been  given  to  Prof. 
Neidhard  for  his  valuable  proviuga  of  Q«l> 
seminum,  and  for  practical  notes  and  obser- 
vations coQceming  several  other  remedies. 
The  omission  was  entirely  unintentlonaL 

B.  L.  Hill,  H.  D.  (U,  S.  Consul  at  San 
Juan  del  Sue)  is  now  home  at  Berlin. 
Heights,  Ohio.  We  regret  to  hear  that  the- 
Doctor  is  suffering  from  Aphonia. 

William  CcLLiN  BaviHT  (afrisndofHo- 
moeopathy,  better  knowh  as  one  of  tbe 
sweetest  poets),  is  to  be  tbe  recipient  of  a 
testimonial  in  the  Century  Club  of  NewYork, 
Saturday  evening,  tbe  5th  of  Nov.,  upon 
I  occasion  of  his  reaching  the  allotted  span 
of  years  forman— three  score  and  ten.  Long- 
fellow, Lowell,  Dana,  Wbittler,  Holmes  and 
others  have  been  invited,  and  will  he  there. 

Gericab    HoiitBOPATHio  Pbtbtciahs   op 

IB  Northwest. — The  German  Homoeo- 
patblsts  hold  their  meeting  at  Chicago  OD.. 
the  IGth  of  November. 
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We  present  jon  with  the  oloeing  nomber 
of  the  first  volame  of  the  *' American  Hbmcso' 
pmOdc  Olterper"  To  those  friends  who  have 
mided  ^tim  with  contributions  we  wish  to  say 
thai  we  are  satisfied  that  the  steady  im- 
prorement  of  the  Journal,  in  interest  and 
Tshie,  Is  mainly  due  to  their  efforts,  and^we 


feel  grateful  for  their  generous  assistance.— 
Those  who  have  promptly  furnished  the 
"  sinews  of  war t^*  cash  subscriptions,  will  ac- 
cept our  thanks.  Others  who  have  beto- 
kened their  interest  by  sending,  unasked 
for,  subscriptions  for  the  second  volume  are 
remembered  with  pleasure.  For  the  new 
year  we  ask  for  farther  aid  Arom  both  con- 
tributors and  subscribers.  *  We  desire  to 
make  the  "Obserrer"  worthy  of  hearty 
support.  Many  improvements  are  contemn 
plated.  Instead  of  16  pages  we  propose 
printing  32  or  more,  or  400  for  the  year. — 
Advertisements  to  be  excluded  from  the  out- 
side of  cover.  The  reading  matter  to  be 
eminently  practical  in  character.  We  shall 
keep  in  view  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
our  readers  are  physicians  in  active  practice, 
that  they  desire  information  which  can  aid 
them  in  their  every-day  duties  rather  than 
prosy  discussions  or  tedious  descriptions. — 
We  shall  not  reprint  matter  which  every  wel- 
read  physician  has  already  studied.  Know- 
ing that  a  mere  hint  to  a  wise  man  will  ex- 
cite to  profitable  thought  and  action,  we 
shall  prefer  a  mere  brief  mention  to  elabor- 
ate articles  of  no  present  utility. 


Of  the  many  responses  to  our  call  for  sub- 
scriptions, no  one  has  been  more  gratifying 
than  the  following,  which  enclosed  payment 
for  two  years:  "E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D. — ^My 
Dear  Sir :  I  have  watched  the  progress  of 
your  infant  monthly  with  pleasure  and 
profit,  and  feeling  that  it  has  within  it '  the 
elements  of  the  Giant,  I  subscribe  for  my 
share  in  the  enterprise.  Please  pass  the  en- 
closed bill  to  my  credit.    Very  truly  yonri, 

"  P.  VAKDEBBinEiaH." 


"  I  could  not  get  along  without  your  Ob- 
server. I  come  in  after  a  day's  work  tired, 
sit  down,  and  am  soon  absorbed  in  some  of 
its  pithy  articles,  soon  forget  my  weariness, 


"^ rT^^A»W  ••»  "^^  »nl»  H""  '""^ 


■  iMUnce»  «J«1,;„  collected.  Our   just  va  w^^^tyng^  'i*^:^/    Bid  70*  ««! 
.:.7B  cents  has  been  over  2&   receive  J         entUusiasUc.  wMjaot 


r  "<««i«y-J»""  '■'""  50   cents,  «"*»;-  \  \"»r'4n  condition, "•J'°*     I  ^ni  sir,  as  yo» 
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GMfleminum^  and  a  treatise  on  *'  Abortion 
and  its  Homoeopathic  Treatment."  The 
work  now  offered  to  the  public,  especially  to 
the  gentlemen  of  his  own  profession,  is  a 
large  octavo  of  some  450  pages,  discussing 
in  their  botanical  and  medical  relations 
nearly  fifty  new  remedies,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  indigenous  in  this  country.  It  is 
the  work  of  a  scholar  and  a  conscientious 
and  skilful  physician.  —  Chritiian  Timcs^ 
Chicago^ 


—  I 

ARUM  TBIPHYLLUM. 

Db.  Lodge — Dear  Sir :  Owing  to  ^n  over- 
sight which  I  much  regret,  the  following 
article  on  "Arum  Tr.,  in  Scarlet  Fever,'* 
was  not  embodied  in  the  volume  of  New 
Remedies.  Such  oversight  is  to  be  regretted 
because  the  remedy  bids  fair  to  form  a  val- 
uable one  in  that  disease.  Our  profession 
is  much  indebted  to  Drs.  Henry  and  Lippe 
for  many  excellent  provings  and  clinical 
notes  relating  to  our  indigenous  remedies. 
The  paper  referred  to  was  published  in  the 
Ameriean  Somcsopathic  Review^  volume  8, 
page  28,  Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 

Chicago,  Oct  24,  1864. 

▲BUM   TRIPHTLLUU   IN   SCARLET   rEYSB. 

By  Ad,  Lippe ,  M,  J).,  Philadelphia^  Fa. 

The  few  symptoms  published  in  the  thir- 
teenth volume  of  The  Arehiv^  of  Arum  mac- 
nlaium,  are  very  similar  to  those  of  Arum 
triphyllum.  This  very  valuable  medicine 
was  first  introduced  as  a  remedy  in  scarlet 
fever  by  Dr.  C.  Hering,  and  the  attention  of 
the  profession  was  first  called  to  it  in  num- 
ber nine  of  The  Homoeopathic  News.  Since 
then  many  cases  of  malignant  scarlet  fever 
have  b&en  successfully  treated  by  this  new 
remedy*  and  some  Indications  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  medicine  can  now  be 
l^ven. 

I  shall  first  relate  one  of  the  most  malig- 
nant cases  in  which  Arum  triphyllum  was 
administered  with  marked  benefit.  The 
ease  is  taken  from  my  journal,  volume  1, 
page  24. 

The  patient  was  a  boy  six  years  of  age, 
who  had  always  been  under  my  care,  and 
who  had  enjoyed  general  good  health.  His 
older  brother  had  scarlet  fever  and  was  at- 
tacked on  the  14th  of  February,  1861.  I 
law  him  in  the  morning,  he  complained  of 
headache  and  had  vomited  some  food  and 
■iilbus  ;  he  declined  to  rise  in  the  morning, 


pulse  120,  full  and  hard,  gave  one  dose  of 
Belladonna  .200;  at  2,p.  m.  he  contihued  to 
vomit,  had  much  thirst  for  cold  water, 
face  very  pale,  coma,  Tart.  emet.  .200.  Ai 
7  p.  m.  I  found  him  much  worse,  the  face 
very  much  paler,  continued  coma ;  when 
aroused  he  complained  of  much  headache; 
every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  a  watery,  very 
offensive,  involuntary  stool ;  pulse  over  20O 
a  minute,  Sulph.  .200,  six  pellets  dissolved 
in  half  a  tumbler  full  of  water,  and  every 
two  hours  one  tea-spoonful  to  be  given.  At 
1  a.  m.  he  became  very  restless  and  the 
eruption  began  to  appear  all  over  his  body. 

In  the  morning  at  7,  the  15th  of  Febni- 
ary,  he  was  fully  covered  by  the  scarlet 
fever  eruption,  the  diarrhoea  had  ceased,  the 
headache  was  almost  gone,  he  had  slept  and 
the  pulse  was  now  120.  Medicine  was  dis« 
continued.  On  the  16th  he  did  well.  On 
the  17th  ^is  nose  was  much  stuffed  up,  tho 
corners  of  his  mouth  became  sore,  no  evac- 
uations; he  had  slept  poorly  because  he  could 
not  breathe  well  except  with  his  mouth  open. 
Lycopodium  .200.  On  the  18th  he  had  had 
a  bad  night,  very  delirious,  the  nose  had  dUh 
charged  a  good  deal  of  thin,  watery,  ichor<i 
ous  fiuid ;  nose  sore,  lips  very  sore,  cracked 
and  bleeding,  as  well  as  the  corners  of  the 
mouih ;  the  mouth  felt  very  sore  inside  that 
he  was  unable  to  drink ;  tongue  red,  papilla 
swollen  and  standing  up;  between  the  ah* 
domen  and  the  legs,  sore  moist  places,  th^ 
same  on  the  os  coccygis ;  the  submaxillary 
glands  swollen ;  pulse  140,  hard  and  fall ; 
voice  hoarse.  Arum  tr.,  six  pellets  of  the 
sixth  dissolved  in  half  a  tumbler  full  ol 
water,  and  every  two  hours  one  tea-spooQ« 
ful  to  be  given. 

On  the  19th,  slightly  better,  gave  Amm 
trip.  .30,  which  I  had  freshly  prepared  in 
water  as  before.  On  the  20Ui,  still  better, 
medicine  continued  every  four  hours. 

On  the  21st,  a  still  more  decided  improve'i 
ment ;  had  passed  a  great  deal  of  very  pale 
urine,  and  hawked  up  a  good  deal  of  mucoi* 
He  continued  to  improve  without  AirUier 
medicine  up  to  the  13th  of  March,  when  he 
was  seized  with  violent  coroza,  nose  muoh 
stuffed  up  ;  Nit.  ac.  .200.  Ohe  dose  relieved 
him  until  he  again  complained  on  the  20th 
of  March,  at  night,  of  a  hoarse,  dry,  croupy 
cough,  and  great  hoarseness,  which  yielded 
to  one  dose  of  Hepar  .200. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  he  again  became 
hoarse,  worse  in  the  morning,  and  hard  of 
hearing.  One  dose  of  Causticum  fully  re« 
lieved  him  and  he  remained  well.  The  sim* 
ilarity  of  Nit.  ac.  and  Arum  triphyllum  in 
the  second  stage  of  scarlet  fever  are  veiy 
great.  The  coryza  of  Nit.  ao.  has  not  the 
red  tongue. 

The  most  indicative*  spmptoms  for  AmBl 
are  the  great  sore  faelhig  of  the  mouthy  ^W^ 
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redoMS  of  the  iongaei  the  elevated  papilte, 
the  cracked  corneri  of  the  mouth  and  lips, 
and  stoppage  of  the  nose  without  much  co- 
rysa.  Urine  rerj  abundant  and  pale,  the 
sabmaxillary  glands  swollen.  The  eruption 
all  over  the  body  with  much  itching  and 
restlessness.  Arum  yery  often  causes  a 
great  thoarseness,  and  while  other  symptoms 
will  improve,  the  hoarseness  will  become 
much  worse  if  the  medicine  is  continued 
too  long. 


HYDRASTIS  CANADENSIS  IN  SORES 
AND  ULCERS. 

BY  DB.  HASTINGS,  SUBOEON,  ETC. 

In  the  May  number  of  the  Homoatpathic 
Rniew^  I  promised  to  send  yon  a  report  of 
the  case  to  which  reference  was  therein 
made,  in  the  notice  of  the  Cheltenham 
Homoeopathic  Dispensary,  and  now  gladly 
fUfll  my  promise. 

The  iMtient,  WiHiam  Parks,  aged  82,  was 
admitted  on  the  books  of  the  Dispensary 
December,  ultimo.  He  is  a  mason's  laborer, 
and  in  September,  1861,  nearly  three  years 
before  being  admitted  into  our  Dispensary, 
fcn  off  a  scaffold,  and  injured  his  right  arm 
Tery  much. 

In  the  November  following  he  became  an 
<mi-patient  at  the  Allopathic  Dispensary, 
but  derived  no  benefit.  He  was  then  ad- 
vised to  go  into  the  Hospital,  which  he  did, 
and  remidned  there  for  some  time,  the  dis- 
ease, however,  continuing  to  progress,  so 
much  so,  that  the  surgeons  advised  him  to 
have  his  arm  amputated,  to  which  he  ob- 
jeeted,  and  consequently  left  the  Hospital. 

When  first  seen  at  our  Dispensary  his  arm 
presented  a  fearful  appearance.  From  the 
tips  of  his  fingers  to  the  elbow  it  was  much 
swollen,  and  was  one  mass  of  sores,  dis- 
charging a  foetid  pus ;  and  even  from  the 
elbow  to  the  shoulder  it  was  much  enlarged, 
«nd  had  a  few  sores  there  too.  The  glands 
in  the  axilla  were  tender  and  swollen,  and 
his  general  health  was  in  a  sad  state.  He 
was  much  reduced  in  flesh,  and  exceedingly 
weak  and  nervofas,  owing  to  the  constant  and 
severe  pain  in  which  he  had  been  so  long 
mbject^,  and  the  consequent  want  of 
sleep.  He  was  not  at  all  able  to  move  his 
arm,  and  all  motion  at  the  elbow  had  ceased 
for  some  time ;  and  as  it  was  much  enlarged 
tboat  the  elbow,  and  fall  of  sores,  I  much 
ftared  that  the  joint  would  be  stiff,  if  not 
anohylosed. 

We  at  onoe  prescribed  the  internal  and 
entemal  use  A  hydrastis  canadensis,  in  a 
ufactiirt  compoied  of  tinct.  hydr.  can  c.  dr. 
L  to  aq.  OE.  xii.,  a  table-spoonftil  to  be  taken  8 
times  a  day,  uod  a  lotion  composed  of  tinct. 
Jlg^,  em.  dr.  ii.  to  aq,  oa.  xii.,  to  be  kept 


I  constantly  to  the  arm,  by  having  cloths 
wrung  out  of  the  lotion. 

When  he  next  presented  himself  at  the 
Dispensary,  i.  e.,  in  three  days'  time,  the 
arm  had  a  more  healthy  look,  the  sores  dis- 
posed to  heal,  and  his  nights  had  been  tole- 
rably good,  having  had  better  rest  than  ha 
had  had  for  the  last  two  years. 

As  this  patient  was  under  treatment  for 
about  four  months,  I  will  not  occupy  space 
in  minutely  narrating  the  different  steps  in 
the  treatment,  nor  the  changing  phases 
through  which  the  disease  passed  during 
that  time  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  his  arm  be- 
came quite  well,  the  motion  of  the  elbow 
joint  restored,  and,  I  believe,  he  has  been 
for  the  last  two  months  (now  6th  July)  fol- 
lowing his  usual  occupation,  feeling  no  in- 
convenience whatever  from  his  arm. 

Another  case  in  which  hydrastis  worked 
wonders,  is  as  follows : 

J.  R.,  Esq.,  dentist,  hurt  the  thumb  of  his 
right  hand,  causing  it  to  bleed ;  and  he  be- 
lieves that  in  his  occupation  he  must  have 
poisoned  the  wound,  as  intense  pain  soon 
followed  the  infliction  of  the  wound,  attend- 
,ed  by  much  swelling,  extending  all  up  the 
arm  into  the  axilla,  the  glands  of  which 
were  much  swollen. 

He  consulted  one  of  our  leading  Allo- 
pathic surgeons,  and,  of  course,  had  blue 
pill,  &c.,  administered,  poultices,  &c.,  ap- 
plied, but  of  no  avail.  In  a  day  or  two 
from  his  first  consulting  the  surgeon,-  the 
thumb  was  laid  open  by  a  lancet.  After 
this  the  pain  became  more  intense  than  ever; 
all  rest,  night  or  day,  was  now  at  an  end, 
irrespective  of  strong  doses  of  morphia^ 
and  it  was  now  the  intention  of  the  surgeon 
to  have  a  consultation  on  the  following  day, 
administer  chloroform,  and  have  the  thumb 
again  opened,  and  if  that  did  not  suffice,  to 
amputate  the  thumb  I 

Both  the  patient  and  his  friend  now  be- 
came alarmed,  and  determined  to  consult 
me,  which  they  did.  The  ana  was  now 
very  much  swollen,  and  so  painful  that  he 
could  not  bear  to  have  it  even  touched,  and 
the  thumb  measured  in  circumference  four 
and  one-half  inches,  having  a  livid,  irritable 
mass  of  proud  flesh,  projecting  from  where 
the  thumb  had  been  cut ;  sometimes  bleed- 
ing much— caustic  applied  frequently.  The 
pulse  was  small,  weak,  and  160  ;  tongue 
white  at  edges,  and  brown  in  the  centre, 
&c.,  dtc. 

He  had  been  ordered  to  take  mutton 
chops,  beef  tea,  porter,  port  wine,  dbc., 
which  he  did  most  reluctantly,  as  he  had  t<> 
take  them  entirely  against  his  feeling,  hav- 
ing neither  appetite  nor  relish  for  them,  bat 
thought  he  must  take  them,  as  they  were 
ordered. 

These  I  absolutely  forbade^  and  told  him 
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to  take  nothins;  bnt  iced  water  and  gruel ; 
and  never  shall  I  forget  his  and  his  friend's 
IooIes  of  astonisment  when  they  heard  this, 
and  their  exclamation  was,  *'  But,  Doctor, 
he*il  sink."  Said  I,  **  with  them  to  a  certain- 
ty, bat  not  without  ihem,  with  proper  treat- 
ment." 

I  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  hand,  arm 
and  shoulder  finely  pounded  ice,  and  to  be 
renewed  repeatedly.    Aeon.  om.  2  boras. 

Next  day  rather  better;  had  some  little 
Bleep  daring  the  night ;  pain  diminished. 

Same  diet ;  ice  applications  to  be  contln- 
ned,  with  hydreut,  lotion,  and  hydrast.  mixt. 
internally. 

Erom  this  date  there  was  a  constant  im- 
proyement:  pain  subsided,  swelling  de- 
creaaedj  sleep  and  appetite  returned,  and  in  a 
month  from  his  first  consulting  me,  his 
thnmb  was  quite  well. 

Another  case.  The  Right  Rev.  Lord 
Bishop  of  , consulted  me,  on  the  18th 

May  ultimo,  about  an  ulcer  on  his  heel,  over 
the  tendo  AehiUis.  His  lordship  stated  that 
he  hurt  his  foot  about  six  weeks  ago,  and 
since  then  had  consulted  medical  men  on  the 
continent,  and  had  just  been  under  two 
Homoeopaths  in  London,  but  had  derived  no 
benefit  whatever  from  their  treatment.  The 
Homoeopaths  in  London  had  frequently  ap- 
plied caustic  to  the  ulcer,  but  it  only  aggra- 
Tated  it. 

The  patient's  age  is  61  years ;  subject  to 
calculi,  and  of  a  gouty  constitution ;  fond 
of  good  living. 

When  I  saw  his  foot  it  was  much  swollen 
and  inflamed  all  around  the  heel  and  instep, 
and  over  the  tendo  AchUUa^  and  extending 
on  either  side  there  was  an  irritable  ulcer, 
with  jagged  and  raised  margins.  The  ulcer 
and  foot  were  so  painful  that  his  lordship's 
rest  was  much  interrupted. 

He  was,  as  the  former  patient,  ordered 
"  to  live  well  and  generously,"  and  he  was, 
like  a  good  bishop,  obeying  orders.  This  I  to 
a  great  extent  forbade,  and  afj^r  carefully 
regulating  his  diet  and  regimen,  I  ordered 
iheeaiisiie  dressing  to  be  removed,  and  a  lo- 
tion of  tanguinaria  to  be  applied,  and  in- 
stead of  nlicea  and  hjcopod.,  which  he  was 
ordered  to  take  regularly  in  aHemation — 
•hade  of  Hahnemann  ! — I  substituted  mere, 
sol.  12,  maneque  nocte. 

In  three  days  after  this,  saw  him.  No  ap- 
parent change  in  the  foot  or  ulcer,  though 
less  pain  and  more  sleep.  Now  ordered 
hydraetis  lotion^and^yeJras^M  intdrnally,and  in 
a  few  days  there  was  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  every  respect ;  and  under  this  treat- 
ment, varying  the  strength  of  the  medicine 
at  times,  and  occasionally  omitting  the  med- 
icine for  a  day  or  two,  the  patient  continued 
to  progress  rapidly,  so  much  so  that  he 
wrote  to  me  on  the  first  instant,  as  foUows, 


about  six  weeks  from  the  time  I  first  saw 
him: 

Mt  Dbab  Sib — I  am  sure  that  you  will  be 
gratified  to  learn  the  success  of  your  treat- 
ment of  my  troublesome  heel. 

It  is  quite  skinned  over,  at  last ;  thoogb 
it  still  seems  to  be  somewhat  tender." 

Bemarks. — I  think  the  above  three  cases 
justify  me  in  laying  the  treatment  before 
my  professional  brethren,  in  order  to  ioduce 
them  to  give  hydrastist  in  such  cases  as  Uie 
above,  a  trial,  if  tbey  have  not  yet  done  so, 
I  wonder  if  Dr.  Scriven  tried  hydrcuOt  in 
the  case  of  the  late  Archbishop  Whately.— 
Monthly  Horn,  Review. 


DEAFNESS. 

BT  a.  M.  HALE,   M.  D.,  CHIOAQO. 

Diseases  of  the  ear  are  too  much  neglect- 
ed by  physicians  of  both  schools  of  medi- 
cine. It  has  the  unhappy  effect,  in  this 
coantry  especially,  to  throw  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  auditory  organs  into  the 
hands  of  charlatans  and  empirics  to  tfuch  an 
extent  that  the  ear-patient  is  far  safer  who 
neglects  his  disease  entirely,  than  he  who 
trustd  to  the  bungling  treatment  of  so-called 
aurists. 

We  have  in  our  Materia  Medioa  a  great 
many  remedies  which  effect  the  ear  in  a 
specific  manner,  and  are  capable,  when 
properly  applied,  to  cure  a  minority  <tf  the 
diseases  of  the  ear.  But  before  we  can 
prescribe  them  successfully  we  must  learn 
to  diagnose  ear  afieotions  correctly.  This 
requires  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  anato- 
my and -physiology  of  the  ear,  and  the  pa- 
thology and  symptomatology  of  ear  diseassa. 
Perhaps  not  one  in  one  hundred  physician! 
of  either  school  have  paid  any  attention  to 
the  subject.  They  never  eeek  ear-patients, 
and  are  generally  glad  when  they  are  rid  of 
them. 

The  importance  of  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  ear  diseases  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 
Tbey  form  a  large  per  centage  of  the  dis- 
eases of  childhood,  and  are  often  productive 
at  that  tender  age,  of  serious  lesions  of  the 
organs  of  hearing,  and  even  disease  of  the 
brain  and  its  membranes,  by  extension  of 
inflammatory  action.  In  adults,  ear  affectiona 
are  not  uncommon,  and  cause  more  discom 
fort  and  trouble  than  many  imagine. 
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Deafheis,  especially,  deprlTes  one  of  many 
Of  the  eAJoyments  of  life,  as  well  as  being  a 
■erious  obstacle  to  one's  usefulness. 

The  two  following  cases  are  reported,  not 
so  much  for  their  importance,  aa  for  the 
purpose  of  illustrating  the  proper  manner 
of  applying  the  homoeopathic  remedy. 

Gabs  1. — A  lady,  aged  80,  complained  of 
dalness  of  hearing ;  humming  and  roaring 
In  the  ears,  and  occasional  sounds  as  of  a 
report  in  the  right  ear.  Upon  examination 
mo  excess  of  cerumen,  nor  any  disease  of 
the  external  auditory  canal  was  apparent 
The  condition  of  the  throat  was  inquired 
after,  and  was  informed  that  it  felt  sore  and 
swollen,  and  that  there  was  a  constant  dispo- 
sition to  "  hauk,"  to  expectorate  masses  of 

ttDaoions,  yellow  mucus.  Upon  examina- 
tloo  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces 
vas swollen;  appeared  mottled.  This  ap- 
pearance was  owing  t^  an  enlarged  condi- 
tion of  the  mucous  follicles,  which  were  red 
and  the  exudation  of  yellowish  Inucous, 

which  adhered  in  small  patches  to  the 
sarface.  ^ 

JHctgnoiis, — Dulness  of  hearing  from  ca- 
tarrhal inflammation  of  the  eustachian  tube, 
by  extension  of  the  disease  from  the  throat, 
with  partial  closure  of  the  pharyngeal 
orifice. 

7>>eatment, — Mereurius  todatus,  ruh,,  one 
grain  every  three  hours,  and  a  lotion  com- 
posed of  two  grains  of  pulv.  Hydrastis  to 
one  pint  of  water,  to  be  used  as  a  *'  gargle" 
in  alternation  with  the  medicine. 

In  two  days  the  hearing  had  much  im- 
JMroved,  and  the  throat  had  improved.  Same 
remedies  continued  at  longer  intervals. 
Cwr$d  in  a  week. 

Ca|ib  II. — ^A  gentleman  of  middle  age  ap- 
plied for  the  relief  of  a  troublesome  snapping, 
whizzing  and  roaring  in  the  left  ear,  accom- 
panied with  considerable  hardness  of  hear- 
ing. All  the  symptoms  were  aggravated 
upon  blowing  tiie  nose* 

Sscammation  showed  nothing  abnormal 
about  the  external  meatus,  except  a  slight 
redness  of  the  walls  of  the  canal.  Inquiring 
In  relation  to  the  throat,  however,  revealed 
that  the  patient  had  a  sensation  of  scratch- 
ing, tickling  and  rawness  of  the  fauces.  The 
pharynx  was  found  congested,  bright  red, 


and  covered  in  places  by  clots  of  mnens. 
He  complained  of  stitches  extending  to  the 
ear  when  swallowing. 

Dur^TioMS.-^Deafoess  from  cartarrhal  in- 
flammation of  the  pharynx,  which  had 
caused  a  closure  of  the  oriflce  of  the  eus- 
tachian tube.  The  inflammation  probably 
extended  into  the  tube  and  cavity  of  the 
tympanum. 

TreatfMni, — Separ,  Sulph.j  8d,  one  grain 
every  three  hours.  On  the  third  day  the 
hardness  of  hearing  had  decidedly  improved, 
but  in  the  throat  were  several  spots,  having 
a  diphtheritic  appearance.  FhyUAuea  dec* 
Three  pellets  were  alternated  with  the  Eepar, 
Sulph,  at  intervals  of  four  hours.  At  the 
end  of  three  days  the  spots  had  disappeared, 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  and 
fauces  looked  quite  natural,  and  the  hear- 
ing was  as  good  as  ever. 


NOCTUENAL  ENURESIS. 

rnOK   MT   BBOISTEB — L.    B.  X. 

This  very  troublesome  afiection  has  been 
successfully  met  in  our  practice  in  several 
cases ;  the  most  prominent  of  which  I  will 
detail : 

Oct.  20, 1863.— Mrs.  G.  called  for  advice 
and  treatment  for  her  daughter,  a  young 
lady  of  17  years.  She  has  been  afflicted 
with  nocturnal  enuresis  for  the  past  ten 
years.  Has  been  under  medical  treatment 
from  the  leading  Allopathic  Phj  sicians  of 
Binghamton,  Owego,  Elmira,  Bath,  and  this 
town,  without  any  mitigation  or  relief,  and 
as  she  alleged,  at  an  expense  of  five  hundred 
dollars.  After  relating  the  circumstances 
she  inquired,  '^  Can  you.  Doctor,  do  anything 
for  her  1 "  "  Yes,  madam,  if  you  will  give 
us  opportunity  and  time,  and  faithfully  fol- 
low directions,  and  report  from  time  to^ 
time."  "What  will  it  cost?"  "Simply 
our  regular  fee."  "I  will  give  yon  fifty 
dollars.  Doctor,  if  you  will  cftre  her." 
**  Well,  madam,  let  us  see  your  daughter. 
We  do  not  do  business  that  way,  of  charg- 
ing a  specific  price  for  a  cure.  We  simply 
charge  for  medicine  and  advisement,  our 
regular  fee." 

The  young  lady  called  soon  after,  with 
her  mother.  She  was  found  to  be  intelli- 
gent, modest,  with  some  intellectual  cnlti- 
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vatlon — temperament,  neryons-bilious ;  com- 
plexion, sallow  and  pale.; 

From  Mrs.  Morgan's  diagnosis  we  pre- 
scribed Benz.  Aeidf  2d  dec.  tr.  Three  doses, 
to  be  taken  once  nightly,  as  the  urine  was 
Ter^high  colored,  of  very  strong  and  oflfen- 
nlve  odor,  and  very  copious  every  night. 
As  an  adjuvant,  Canih,,  8d  dec,  was  given 
twice  a  day  following  the  Benz,  Acid —am' 
tinned  for  three  days.  TodqphyUin,  8d  dec, 
was  given  then  once  a  day.  Belladonna  at 
night. 

Not.  3. — She  called  and*  reported  that  she 
bad  had  no  enurait  since  taking  the  first 
doM  of  Benz.  Acid,  Her  bowels  were  be- 
coming regular  under  the  influence  of  Fodo- 
phfUm,  i  Benz,  Acid  was  repeated  once  in 
three  days,  with  Eyot. 

Nov.  14.~She  called  and  reported  im- 
provement in  general  health. 

Nov.  20. — Some  catarrhal  troubles,  with 
cough  from  taking  cold,  were  relieved  by 
Bff,  and  Bryngium, 

Dec  8. — This  entry  is  made  on  our  Reg- 
ister, "  Miss  G.  is  cured  of  a  long  standing 
mureM.  Her  mother  thinks  she  wants  no 
more  medicine."    Bill— $3.76. 

She  had  had  no  further  trouble  of  the 
nightly  enuresis  since  taking  the  first  dose 
ot  Benz.  Acid.  She  has  improved  every 
way.  Her  constipation  has  gone,  her  bow- 
ell  have  become  soluble  and  regular,  and 
she  is  fieshing  up,  and  her  pale,  sallow  com- 
plexion has  gone,  and  she  now  exhibits  one 
tinged  with  the  glow  of  healthfulness  and 
beauty. 

Oct.  20, 1864.— Miss  G.  has  continued  free 
f^om  enuresis  daring  the  past  year,  until 
about  two  weeks  since  her  complaint  re- 
tamed.  A  similar  prescription  has  produced 
the  like  results,  and  she  is  now  free  from 
the  trouble. 

Several  other  cases  of  nightly  enuresis  I 
might  also  detail.  One  of  great  obstinacy, 
which  resisted  the  .usual  remedies,  was  re- 
lieved on  Carh,  veg.  and  Iran  hyd,  persisted 
in  nightly  for  ten  or  fifteen  days,  when  the 
difficulty  was  suspended. 

R.  Veg.  carh.j  1  gr. 

Iron  by  Hydrog^  ^  gr, 

Sachr,  offic.  1  gr.^  taken  e^ery  night. 


Other  cases  have  yielded  to  Cantharie  and 
FodophyUin  after  a  few  days. 

[Editobial  Note — Would  not  Nitrate 
of  Uranium  alone  have  cured  this  case  1  ] 


S#ALL  POX  IN  LONDON. 

In  1863  no  less  than  1637  patients,  (fifteen 
of  whom  were  not  sufiering  from  small  pox,), 
were  admitted  into  the  Small  Pox  Hospitu 
in  London.  The  deaths  amounted  to  274,  or 
17  per  cent,  of  the  whole  admissions.  Of 
the  whole  number  247  were  unvaccinated, 
and  1273 — no  less  than  83  per  cent  of  the 
admissions — vaccinated.  The  deaths  among 
the  unvaccinated  averaged  47  per  cent.; 
among  the  vaccinated  9.9  per  cent. 


PHYTOLLACCA.  £,   .  .. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Lee  reports,  "  I  have  had  sever- 
al cases  of  true  Diphtheria  and  cured  them 
with  Phytolacca  dec.  In  other  caaea  I  have 
given  it,  and  no  improvement,  then  I  would 
give  the  Protoiodide  of  Mercuryjand  it  wonld 
not  act.  Using  the  Phytolacca  and  Protoiod 
of  Mercury  in  alternation  I  have  had  moit 
marked  sucoess.  This  mode  of  treatment 
may  be  of  some  use  in  the  practice  where 
other  remedies  will  not  act." 


ttrjerj 


CONCENTRATED  NITRIC  ACID  IN 
WHITLOWS,      t     - 

BT   C.  0.  OLMSTED,   M.  D. 

Db.  Lodge — ^Dear  Sir :  I  wish  yon  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the 
use  of  concentrated  nitric  acid  in  whitlows. 
If  you  will  refer  to  No.  84  British  Journal 
of  Homaopathy,  page  218,  you  will  there  see 
an  article  trom  the  AUg  HomcBopathie  Zeitung, 
by  Dr.  J.  Hirsch,  of  Prague,  on  "  the  speedy 
cure  of  whitlows  by  the  external  employ- 
ment of  a  remedy  acting  specifically."  A 
few  days  after  I  had  received  the  Journal, 
and  read  the  above  article,  a  bricklayer 
came  into  my  office  saying  that  he  had  a 
felon  he  wanted  lanced.  I  examined  it  and 
pronounced  it  a  whitlow.  It  had  been  pro- 
gressing five  days,  and  was  extremely  pain- 
ftil.  It  had  kept  him  awake  for  three  nights 
and  he  was  nearly  worn  out  with  the  pain 
and  loss  of  sleep.  I  told  him  I  wished  to 
try  a  local%pplication  on  it  for  twenty-foor 
hours,  and  if  it  gave  him  no  relief  at  tho 
end  of  that  time  I  would  open  it  for  him. 
He  consented,  and  for  the  benefit  of  thoie 
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who  haTo  not  seen  the  article  I  will  describe 
the  method  recommeDded,  which  I  used :  I 
obtained  some  good  nitric  acid,  a  bowl  of 
water  and  a  match.  I  sharpened  one  end  of 
the  match,  put  it  into  the  acid,  and  moist- 
ened the  finger  where  the  pain  was  the  most 
severe.  As  long  as  I  confined  im  applica- 
tion to  the  inflamed  part  it  causea  no  pain, 
only  a  sensation  of  warmth,  but  as  soon  as 
I  got  beyond  that  the  pain  was  very  se- 
vere. I  then  had  him  put  the  finger  in 
water  until  the  pain  subsided,  which  it  did 
in  a  few  moments.  After  applying  it  freely 
I  requested  him  to  report  again  at  noon. 
At  9  a.  m.  the  first  application  was  made. 
he  came  as  requested,  saying  soon  after  I 
made  the  application  the  pain  began  to  sub- 
side, he  went  home  and  slept  until  noon. 
At  1  p.  m.  I  applied  it  as  before,  and  again 
lU  9  p.  m.  The  following  morning  he  re- 
ported hayi]]|r  slept  all  night,  and  awoke  in 
the  morning  with  but  little  pain  in  the 
finger.  After  applying  it  in  the  morning  I 
requested  him  to  report  if  it  should  cause 
him  any  further  trouble.  I  saw  him  about 
a  week  after,  and  he  said  in  less  than  an 
liour  after  I  applied  it  the  last  time  the  pain 
idl  ceased.  The  following  day  he  went  to 
work,  though  the  finger  was  sensitive  for 
sereral  days.  In  the  course  of  three  or 
fonr  days  the  dry  and  hardened  pus  came 
away  in  scabs. 

During  the  past  eighteen  months  I  have 
used  it  in  like  manner  on  e\s(ht  difierent  cases 
of  whitlows,  with  equal  success,  after  they 
had  progressed  from  two  to  six  days,  with 
the  use  of  this  remedy.  I  have  also  used  it 
in  several  cases  of  what  is  commonly  called 
"run  around"  with  equally  good  results. 
In  using  the  acid  great  care  should  be  taken 
that  you  dolnot  moisten  the  surface  beyond 
where  the  infiammation  extends,  if  you  do, 
the  pain  is  very  severe.  If  you  should,  put 
the  part  in  water  a  few  moments  and  it  will 
subside.  It  should  not  cause  any  pain.  I 
give  you  a  report  of  this  case  to  show  what 
I  have  seen  it  do,  although  it  was  no  more 
severe  than  some  I  have  since  treated .  If 
this  remedy  will  do  for  others  what  it  has 
done  for  me,  and  what  Dr.  Hirsch  repre- 
sents it  will  do,  it  ought  to  be  more  gener- 
rally  known  than  it  is. 

I  will  quote  a  few  lines  from  his  article : 
"  That  the  nitric  acid  is  to  be  considered  as 
purely  specific  in  the  cure  of  whitlow  is  in- 
dicated on  the  one  hand  by  the  circum- 
stances that  many  and  various  experiments 
produced  the  conviction  that  no  other  con- 
centrated mineral  acid  has  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing these  curative  effects ;  whilst  on  ihd 
other  hand  a  glance  at  Hahneniati's  Materia 
Medica  ought  to  suffice  to  discover  there, 
unmistakably,  the  picture  of  whitlow  under 
the  symptom  of  Nitric  acid ;    for  instance. 


painfal  tumor  of  the  finger  end ;  suppura- 
ting pustules  on  the  end  ot  the  thumb.** 

Preference  is  given  to  wood  to  moisten 
the  part,  because  it  would  not  take  up 
enough  of  the  acid  to  drop  as  a  metalic  sub- 
stance might,  and  a  match  is  always  readily 
obtained,  is  small,  and  soon  sharpened  for 
use.  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  some 
others  try  it  and  report  their  success. 


REMOVAL    OF  A  BOUGIE    FBOM  THE 
FEMALE  BLADDER. 


Miss  8- 


•,  aged  about  24,  of    stout 


habit  and  well  developed,  found  herself  en- 
ciente,  and  at  the  fourth  month  determiood 
to  rid  herself  of  the  troublesome  incum- 
brance. She  was  informed  by  a  female 
friend  that  it  was  easily  accomplished,  all 
that  was  necessary  being  to  introduce  a 
large  bougie  into  the  womb  and  rupture  the 
membrances.  For  this  purpose  she  pro- 
cured the  largest  size  gum  bougie,  fiilly 
three-eighths  of  an  inch'  in  diameter.  Not 
being  very  conversant  with  the  structure  of 
the  parts  upon  which  she  was  about  to  ope- 
rate, she  introduced  the  instrument  into  tiie 
urethra,  and  passing  it  in  its  full  length,  she 
became  frightened,  and  letting  go  of  it,  it 
passed  into  the  bladder.  She  did  not  know 
what  to  do  under  the  circumstances,  possibly 
supposing  that  the  womb  would  contract 
and  expel  both  the  instrument  and  child,  and 
a  day  elapsed  before  she  applied  to  a  phy- 
sician. 

On  examination,  he  found^a  very  singular 
state  of  affairs.  He  could  feel  the  instru- 
ment, but  was  at  a  loss  to  determine  where 
t  was,  as  she  insisted  firmly  that  she  had 
passed  it  into  the  uterus.  I  was  called  in 
consultation  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
day,  and  on  examination,  detected  the  bou- 
gie coiled  up  in  the  bladder.  Placing 
her  on  her  back,  I  at  once  commenced  to 
dilate  the  urethra  with  small  rectal  bougies, 
and  in  the  course  of  fifteen  minutes  was  able 
to  pass  my  index  finger  through  the  urethra 
into  the  bladder,  bringing  it  in  contact  with 
the  bougie  coiled  up.  Now  withdrawing  the 
finger,  I  introduced  a  pair  of  small,  serrated 
polypus  forceps,  and  after  some  time  ob- 
tained a  firm  hold  of  the  bougie.  Gentle 
but  continued  traction  caused  it  to  double 
up  at  the  point  grasped,  and  it  was  with- 
drawn without  any  laceration  of  the  urethra. 
This  case  illustrates  the  readiness  with 
which  the  female  urethra  ^may  be  dilated, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  calculi  or  in  op- 
erations for  vesico-vaginal  fistula. — EkUetie 
Med,  Journal. 
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SStatem  ISl^Mta. 

ERYNOIUM  AQUATICUM. 

BY   L.   8.   MOBGAir,   M.   D. 

The  Eryngium  plant  I  found  on  thepraries 
of  Kmosaa  in  1856.  It  was  new  to  me,  but 
while  making  my  examination  of  its  botan- 
ical character,  I  was  attracted  by  its  sensi- 
ble properties  of  odor  and  taste  to  regard  it 
as  a  medicinal  agent  of  valuable  remedial 
powers,  and  said,  "  If  Hahnemann's  law  of 
'  mmjIni'  is  correct,  this  will  prore  of  much 
•ffl<dcDC7  In  catarrhal  and  laryngeal  affec- 
tioni.'*  I  put  a  specimen  of  the  plant  for 
analysis  with  my  botanical  collection,  and 
soma  of  the  root.  On  my  return  to  New 
York  I  found  my  specimens  wanting.  They 
were  left  at  Wyandotte  Oity.  I,  however, 
prepared  a  tincture  of  the  root,  seeundum 
atrinm,  and  labeling  it  **  Kansas,"  let  it  have 
place  with  my  medicmes.  Time  passed. 
and  my  tincture  was  forgotten  until  Janu- 
ary, 1868.  There  was  an  epidemic  influenza 
through  the  soutb^m  part  of  Erie  county. 
Hew  Torh,  where  I  then  resided.  I  awoke 
in  the  night  with  its  grapple  in  my  throat, 
and  experienced  a  set  of  symptoms  that  to 
me  were  entirely  new  in  the  history  of  per- 
sonal ilia.  I  remembered  my  Kansas  medi- 
olnei  and  concluded  to  make  a  clinical  ex- 
periment. I  began  with  ten  drops  of  the 
prime  tincture  to  two  ounces  of  water,  tak- 
ing it  in  teaspoonful  doses  at  Intervals  of 
fifteen  and  twenty  minutes,  until  the  smart. 
ing,  aching,  and  other  abnormal  sensations 
were  relieved.  There  was  a  manifest  influ- 
ence, "but  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  sum- 
mer." There  must  be  more  evidence  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  remedy.  To  be  brief,  I 
made  such  clinical  provings  of  the  remedy 
as  to  latisfy  me  of  its  potency  and  reliability 
in  laryngeal  irritations  and  aflections  of  the 
mucous  surfaces  generally.  .  In  the  sboi-t, 
hacking  cough  which  followed  that  epidemic 
in  many  subjects,  I  found  it  to  operate  like 
a  charm.  In  fact,  many  applications  were 
made  for  ''more  of  the  congh  remedy." 
"  I  have  not  been  so  free  from  cough,  and 
alept  so  quietly  o'  nights  for  a  long  time," 
waf  the  expression  of  many  who  were  sub- 
jects  of  chronic    laryngeal    afie.tions      I 


have  used  it  ever  since  as  one  of  my  most 
reliable  remedies  in  that  direction. 

I  may  here  state  that  a  burglar  entered 
my  house,  and  among  other  things  done  my 
pocket  was  rifled  of  its  contents,  among 
which  my  note  book,  which  contained  ele- 
mentary notes  on  Eryngium  and  other  rem- 
edies, was  taken,  and  my  memoranda 
have  not  been  renewed  since.  I  will,  how- 
ever, state  that  I  have  used  the  Eryngium  in 
mucous  diarrhoea  of  children  ^with  great 
success.  In  leucorrhoea  and  gonorrhoea  it 
has  a  specific  influence.  It  certainly  does 
act  on  the  virile  force ^  suppressing  it,  aa  sev- 
eral instances  have  proved  to  my  satisfac- 
tion of  it  over  exeessivi  tratiqu$  priapiiwu. 

Dr.  Bradley,p:clectic,  of  Boseville,  Illi- 
nois, informed  me  that  Br.  — — ,  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  a  physician  educated  at 
Tale  College,  made  great  use  of  it  in  the 
bite  of  rattlesnake ;  he  used  this  infusion 
until  it  produced  efi'eots  on  the  stomach  and 
bowels — a  nausea  and  retching,  and  inclina- 
tion to  stool. 

I  will  here  remark  that  I  have  used  the 
prime  tincture,  and  the  first  decimal,  and 
the  third  decimal  attenuation  with  benefit — 
ordinarily  the  third  attenuation.  I  com- 
mend the  remedy  to  the  attention  of  the 
homoeopathic  world.  It  ought  to  have  a 
thorough  and  extensive  proving. 

I  did  not  intend  writing  so  much  on  this 
article,  and  I  havs  not  time  to  condense  and 
abridge  it ;  but  in  looking  over  what  I  have 
written  I  will  only  add,  that  on  my  return 
West  in  1860 1  found  my  Kansas  plant  grow- 
ing in  abundance  on  the  prairies  of  Illinois, 
in  Warren  county,  and  the  "  oldest  inhabi- 
tants "  said  it  was  called  by  the  Indians 
"  snakeweed,"  and  that  it  was  used  by  them 
for  the  rattlesnake  poison.  On  analysis  of 
its  descriptive  botanical  characteristics,  I 
found  my  Kansas  plant  to  be  the  Eryngium 
aquadcunif  as  described  by  Eaton. 


ACTION    OF    DIGITALINE. 

Bigitaline  in  Diseases  of  the  Lunge, 

The  utility  of  digitaline  in  the  treatment 
of  affections  of  the  heart  is  well-known.  It 
produces  relaxation  of  the  pulse  by  slack- 
ening the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Opinions 
differ  as  to  the  influence  it  may  exert  _upon 
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the  urinary  secretion.  Dr,  Stadion,  of  Kie- 
ro,  publishes  on  this  subject  numerous  ob- 
serrations  and  experiments  he  has  made 
upon  himself,  the  general  result  of  which  he 
gives  under  the  form  of  propositions,  I  will 
transcribe : 

1.  Digitaline  produces  in  the  physiolog- 
ical organism  a  diminution  of  the  quantity 
of  liquid  secreted  by  the  kidneys. 

2.  It  brings  on  a  diminution  of  the  main 
constituting  parts  of  urine,  such  as  urea, 
chlorate  of  soda,  phosphates  and  sulphates. 

8.  Uric  acid  alone  is  increased  in  quantity, 
but  the  degree  of  acidity  of  the  urine  re- 
mains the  same. 

4.  The  specific  weight  of  the  urine  is  de- 
creased. 

6.  Digitaline  at  first  increases  the  fte- 
quenoy  of  the  pulse,  then  produces  a  dim- 
inution in  the  number  of  the  contractions 
of  the  heart. 

6.  The  rapid  wasting  and  the  slackening 
of  nutrition  which  follow  the  administration 
of  digitaline  are  two  imperfect  facts  which 
show  us  the  action  and  the  mode  of  admin- 
istering this  remedy. 

7.  Digitaline  acts  like  digitalis  upon  the 
circulatory,  nervous  and  muscular  systems, 
as  well  as  upon  the  organs  of  generation. 

8.  It  exercises  an  energetic  influence  upon 
the  latter  organs  by  depressing  them,  and  it 
may  momentarily  arrest  entirely  the  activi- 
ty of  the  sexual  system ;  it  should,  there- 
fore be  placed  foremost  among  the  anta- 
phrodisiacal  agents. 

9.  Its  action  upon  the  intestinal  tube  and 
the  digestive  organs  is  weaker  than  that  of 
digitalis. 

^  10.  A  particular  affection  of  the  mucous 
lining  of  the  nose  declaring  itself  under 
the  form  of  a  violent  coryza  seems  to  con- 
stitute a  characteristic  symptom  during  the 
employment  of  digitaline. 

11.  The  strength  of  the  action  of  digita- 
line compared  with  that  of  the  plant,  may 
be  in  the  relation  of  thirty  to  one. 

12.  The  dose  of  the  remedy  should  not 
usually  be  over  one-fifth  of  a  grain  per  day. 
In  most  cases,  epecially  in  chronic  affections, 
a  twentieth  to  a  sixth  of  a  grain  per  day 
is  sufficient  for  producing  sensible  effects. — 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Qtuim. 


ONONDAGA  COUNTY  (N.  Y  )  HOMCEOP- 
ATHIO MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  regular  semi-annual  meeting  of  this 
Society,  adjourned  from  October  18th,  1864, 
was  held  at  Syracuse  27th  October,  1864, 
10  o'clock  a  m, 


The  President,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Hawley,caUed 
to  order. 

Present— Drs.  W.  H.  Hoyt,  J.  G.  Bigelow, 
L.  Clary,  Theodore  Y.  Kinne,  A.  R.  Morgan, 
H.  V.  Miller,  H.  C,  Hubbard,  J.  W.  Shel- 
don and  R.  D.  Rhoades.  Also  present  as 
Delegates  from  other  counties,  Drs.  L.  B. 
Wells,  J.  C.  Raymond  and  G.  B,  Palmer,  of 
Oneidk ;  Drs.  T.  Dwight  Stow  and  Chafee,  of 
Oswego,  and  Dr.  Fellows,  of  Cayuga. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

On  motion  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  suspended  in  order  to  take  up  comma- 
nications. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Dr. 
W.  Warren,  of  Oneida,  containing  a  r«|M>ri 
entitled,  ''An  accidental  proving  of  jiAyl^ 
laeea  deeandra" 

Dr.  J.  0.  Raymond,  of  Utica,  furnished 
the  report  of  a  case  of  congestion  on  the 
brain,  with  paralysis  and  death. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  CauUdns,  ol 
Cayuga  County,  was  read,  giving  his  experi* 
ence  in  medical  practice  before  adopting 
Homoeopathy,  and  also  his  personal  observa- 
tions of  medical  practice  as  it  now  exists  in 
the  army. 

Dr.  0.  W.  Boyce,  of  Auburn,  furnished  an 
important  article  entitled,  "Some  of  th^ 
uses  of  J^igelia" 

The  latter  paper  called  out  remarks  frem 
several  of  the  members,  who  related  Uidi^ 
experience  with  Spigelia,   . 

Dr.  Stow,  of  Fulton,  gave  the  details  of  a 
very  beautiful  cure  of  a  case  of  chronio  op- 
thalma  with  severe  neuralgic  paiA  and  ptv^ 
tial  opacity  of  the  cornea,  which,  afker  xe- 
sisting  for  several  weeks^  the  treatment  by 
the  ordinary  remedies,  yielded  promptly,  in. 
one  or  two  days,  to  Spigelia, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hoyt,  the  following 
amble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereat^  It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  b 
opponents  of  our  school,  that  several  of  tZa.< 
Life  Insurance  Companies  decline  appoia 
ing,  as  medical  examiners,  physicians 
are  engaged  in  the  practice  of  Homoeopstlayj 
and 

Whereas,  Said  report  is  derogatory  to  tlis 
dignity,  honor  and  ability  of  a  large  and  In- 
fluential body  of  intelligent  men ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Reedved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  any  such  Life  Insurance  Ooio- 
panics  doing  business  in  the  State  of  Nev 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  t&s 
truth  or  falsity  of  said  statement. 

Resolved^  That  silence  in  regard  to  tte 
above  query,  upon  the  part  of  any  of  the 
interrogated  Companies  shall  be  deemed  si 
presumptive  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Mid 
report,  so  far  as  each  delinquent  is  GOft- 
cemed. 
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Stieluti,  Tli»t  (aid  committee  be  and 
bereb;  are  bstnicted  to  report  resolti  of 
nld  coiTBapondsDce  to  the  New  Tork  Stat« 
HmuEopaiUiIc  Medical  Bociety,  at  tbeir  next 
imnial  umbUdk  Felirnary,  186S,  for  tbeir 
«ODaId*raUoD  and  action. 

Sr.  Tm.  A.  HbwIoj  itbb,  oq  motion  of  Dr. 
Hcrt,  appointed  eud  committee. 

JuOonrned  nntil  two  o'clock. 


A  Mmmnnicatlon  mm  received  from  Frof 
CaiToll  Dnnham,  ansoiiDciDg  tlie  forthcom- 
bgwork  on  Materia  Medica,  and  urging 
^on  the  memben  of  this  Society  immedi- 
■£>  co-operation  bj  sending  Uieir  gubactip- 
tkni  to  the  author,  112  Nor^-Twelfth  it., 
TUadelpUa. 

Dia.  Dtuiham,  P.  F.  Wells  and  B.  Fincke 
kna  bMn  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
nvba  Uw  German  teiC  into  Engllth. 

Ilr.  Morgan  moved  the  following  reiolu- 
Uau; 

Bi-bid,  That  whUe  we  bail  with  latisfkc- 
tetheannomicement  that  a  new  Materia 
iMlca,  by  that  most  competent  Homceopa- 
UidBB,Ooiistanttiie  Herring,  M.  D.,  is  nearly 
nadf  fortbe preig, wo  regard  the  proposi- 
toloptiot  the  same  twice,  or  English  aod 
Wmu  "  Id  opposite  colnmoB,"  with  regret, 
oMBing  it  Dndesirable  and  inexpedient,  in- 
as  It  luTolrea  an  enonnoiiB  increase 


<  nmberaome  work,  thus  neccisarily  re- 
-^giti  sale  and  limiting  its  nsefnlness. 

AWbdl,  That  we  hare  eottre  conSdence 
■aafclthfaliieBaof  the  Eiecutlre  Coun- 
BvihaHomceopathlcFnblicatioo  SocietT, 
"ptod  at  Fhiladelphia  June  1st,  1804, 
2**1'<'»»  aupervision  the  work  is  to  be 
'J'",  Ion  In  thsir  ability  to  give  as  accu- 
S^Malatlons  of  Oerman  proriDg*,  and 
jP*tke  Sogliib  language   Is   good  enough 


jlnted. 


-  Jaelow  mored  that  a  coutribntion  of 
rjlWlaf  be  Boliciled  from  each  mem- 
"'udaftaf  the  expenses  of  the  Sociatj. 
Jdvpted. 
^»  following  resoluclons  wer 
■^  and  adopted : 
_**&Brf,  That  we  ai*  in  favor  of 

of   Tht   Ameriean    ItulituU    of 
make  it  a  delegated 


then 


5*»«non   or   Ti 


•J,  representing  State  and  Count;  Soci- 

^Mwd,  That  at  tbe  next  seisioo  of  said 
■■irlcan  Institnte,  all  members  of  the  On- 
•"Mga  County  Homccopathic  Medical  Soci- 
*Vi  Wbo  are  now  members  of  the  former 
Mf,  be  Instructed  to  use  their  influence 
^conformity  with  the  above  resolution. 

J.  D.  Leonard,  M.  D..  vai  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society. 


The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
honorary  member*  of  the  Society ;  Dra. 
Wells,  Bajmond,  Palmer,  Chafee,  8tow  and 
Fellows. 

Dr.  Morgan  made  a  general  report  on  the 
Hou<eopathic  Theory  end  Practice. 

Dr.  Schenck  read  a  novel  and  interesting 
report  describing  a  case  of  "  Incongruottf 
twinning,'.'  one  child  being  bom  forty-flra 
days  after  the  other — both  now  living. 

Dr.  Bbaldon  also  uis4e  a  detailed  report 
corroborating  the  above  report  of  Dr. 
Bchenck. 

The  above  auomaloai  case  elicited  soma 
dlacusBlon  and  much  speculation  wiUkODt 
satisfactory  result. 

Dr.  Hnbbard  read  a  remarkable  proving 
upon  himself  of  electro- magnetism. 

Dr.  Hoyt  read  a  report  on  diaeasea  of  chil- 
dreo:  alio,  a  report  of  t  caae  of  polsoiUiig 
by  rid  ml^anitt. 

Dr.  Stow  gave  an  account  of  several  Im- 
portant and  interesting  clinical  cases  ivsm 
practice,  which  drew  forth  an  animated  dii- 

Dr.  Wells,  of  Utlca,  read  an  able  report  on 
potencies,  which  elicited  remarks  from  sev- 
eral members,  highly  commendatory  of  the 
high  attenuations. 

Dr.  Faimec  pretented  an  instructive  paper 
describing  a  clinical  case  from  his  own  prac- 

Prof.  Carroll  Dunham  forwarded  a  paper 
entitled  "  Pathognomonic  Bymptems  and 
Characteristic  Symptoms,"  In  which  be 
maintained  with  his  accustomed  ability,  the 
position  that  pathological  distinctions  were 
Inferior  to  characteristic  symptoms,  as  a 
guide  in  Therapeutics. 

The  President  here  read  a  well  digested, 
original  essay  on  the  alternation  of  remediea 
— assuming  that  the  question  was  not  yet 
settled. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Clary,  the  Becretaiy 
was  appointed  a  Comroittee  on  Publication. 

The  following  membera  were  duly  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  other  Comity  Societies, 

Delegates  to  Oneida  Connty — Drs.  Clary 
and  Bigelow. 

Delegates  to  Oswego  County — Drs.Morgaa 
and  HUler. 

Delegates  to  Cayuga  County — Dis.  Hawley 
and  Hoyt, 
Delegates  to  Wayne  Comity—Dra.  Sinne 
id  Sheldon. 

The  thanks  of  the  Bociety  were  extended 
I  those  gentlemen  from  other  localities  who 
had  kindly  favored  us  with  their  presence 
and  their  valuable  conrununi cations. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Syracuse  on  tbe  Srst  Tuesday  in  May,  186G, 
'  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

A.  K.  MoHOAa,  Secretary. 
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The  vfghth  umtial  meetiog  of  this  Society 
wBsheldatBage'aHotel,  iDthecity  of  Dlica, 
Tneida]',  October  18, 1864. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  12  m.  Dr.  L. 
Waldo  in  the  chair. 

On  calliDg  the  roll  the  following  mem- 
bers responded  to  their  names:  Drs.  J.  0. 
RaymoDd,  L.  B.  WelU,  J.  A.  Paine,  B.  A. 
Monger,  H.  M,  Paine,  W.  Warren,  M.  M. 
Gardner,  Q.  W.  Bailey,  Q.  B.  Palmer,  L.  B. 
Waldo,  W.  D.  Btebbina,  J,  W.  Mower,  W. 
I«Ddt. 

Tho  following  eeutlemen  were  also  prea- 
ent:  Drs.  A.  R.  Morgan,  A.  J.  Blgelow,  W. 
H.  Hoyt,  of  Syracase,  and  H.  E.  Boynton, 
^f  Clinton. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wells,  the  delegates 
from  the  Onondaga  Coantj  HomoeopaChfc 
Medioal  Society  present  were  elected  hono- 
rary members. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Wm.  B. 
Btebblna,^L.  B.  Wells  and  M.  H.  Gardiner  a 
■oommittee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensu- 
iog  year. 

Reports  ttom  committees  cm  medioal  top- 
ics were  then  presented. 

Dr.  £.  A.  Monger  presented  a  brief  verbal 
Jvport  on  epidemics  in  Oaetda  connty. 

Dr.  Q.  B.  Bailey  presented  a  report  on 
-drag  proving,  consisting  chiefly  of  trials  of 
Aipfuta  by  Dr.  Hadley,  of  Boonville. 

Extended  remarks  were  made  by  Drs. 
Hanger,  Wells  and  Palmer,  leepecting  the 
Utility  of  BaptUia  In  fevers  and   long  dls- 


Ou  motion  of  Dr.  Manger,  the  usual  or- 
der of  business  was  suspended  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  listening  to  the  report  of  tlie  Treas- 
urer, which  was  presented  and  adopted. 

The  Nominating  Committee  presented  the 
names  of  the  fallowing  gentlemen  as  officers 
of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  who 
were  unanimously  elected : 

Dr.   Uimm  Hadley,  of  Boonville,   Fresi- 

Dr.  0.  S.  Scudder,  of  Rome,  Vice  Presi- 

Dr,  M.  M.  Qardner,  of  Holland  Patent, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Censors— Drs,  D.  1).  Joalin,  G.  B.  Palmer, 
A.  Qaiwita  and  W.  11,  Watson. 

Committee  onPublication—W.H.  Watson, 
L.  B.  Wells. 

Delegates  to  the  State  nomoeapathic  Med- 
ical Society— Drs.  M.  M.  Gardner,  W.  B. 
St«bbiDS,  W,  H.  Watson,  and'  J.  i).  Biy- 

Oelegatei  to  the  Cayuga   County  Homce- 


opathic  Medical  Sooiety— Dr*.  S.  A,  Hun* 
ger,  L.  B.  Waldo, 

Delegate  to  the  Wayne  County  Hmtsopa' 
thic  Medical  Society — Dr.  H.  M.  Paine, 

Delegate  to  the  Otsego  Coonty  Eom<s- 
opnthic  Medical  Society— Dr.  S.  Bpencor, 

Delegates  to  the  Onondaga  County  HomcB- 
opathic  Medical  Society — Drs.  L.  B.  Wella, 
H,  M.  Paine  and  6.  B.  Palmar. 

Dr.  Manger  urged  the  importance  of  ap- 
polnticg  committees  to  secure  tbe  forma- 
tion of  Homosopathic  Medical  Societies  in 
adjacent  coanties, 

In  compliance  the  President  appointad 
the  following  committees:  Drs.  Stebbln^ 
Landt  and  Hower  for  Herkimer  Countj'; 
Drs.  Hanger  and  Palmer  for  Madison  and 
Chenango  codnties  :  Drs.  Waldo  and  Joilii^ 
for  Jefferson  County. 

Dr.  Munger  offered  tbe  following  remla- 
tiou,  which  was  adopted : 


efficient  services  as  Secretary  and  Ti 
during  tbe  past  six  years. 

The  Society  aSjoarned  half  an  boar. 

.AFTBBNOOir   as  a  BIO  V. 

Dr.  Wells  presented  tbe  foKowing  reaob^ 

ons,  which  were  adopted : 

Rtloiaed,  As  the  sentiment  of  Uili  Sodaty 
that  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopa- 
thy should  be  re-organized  on  the  baala  of 
representation  from  the  several  State  ul 
County  Medical  Societies  in  this  conntry, 

Btudttd,  That  members  of  this  Sootetr 
members  of  the  American  InBUtBta, 


Association. 

Or.    Kaymond  presented  an   accoant  of 
con|;estlon  on  the  brain  with  paralysis. 
Dr.  Wm.  H.   Hoyt,   of  Syracuse,  read    ■ 
immunication  by  Dr.  Boyce,  entitled,  "  In- 
dications for  the  sdmiDistratiou  of  SpigMt."     i 
Dr.  A.  B.  Morgan,  of  Syrocase,  presented      / 
written  communication  giving  in  detail  I      ii 
clinicnl  caae  from  practice. 

motion  of  Dr.  Muns;er,f  the  thanb  of 
iociety  were  extended  to  Dra,  Hotpi 
and  Hoyt  for  their  interesting  papers,  ud 
copies  were  requested  for  publioatimi  vilt. 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 
Dr.  Warren  presented  a  paper  eutltkl  .  ■ 
A  caae^of  accidental  poisoning  ^by  f^""' 
laeta  decandra." 

The  Secretaiy  read  a  letter  from  Fnt  .  ' 
Dunham,  urging  the  members  to  aid  Ua  * 
pnbliCLition  of  the  fortbcomins  workonHi-  'm 
Medics,  by  sendicg  their  aubio^  if 
to    the    author,  Dr.  C.   Hering,  111  ^ 


Sorth-Twelfth  atreet,  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  L.  B.  Waldo  made  a  verbal 
respecting  his  experience  in  tbe 
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of   epidemic  dysenterj,  recently  preTalent 
in  Jeflbrson  county. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Paine  presented  a  report  enti- 
tled, '*  Nosological  Classification  of  Disease. 
Monthly  inmniary  of  Prevailing  Diseases,  in 
cODnection  with  a  similar  Summary  of  Mete- 
orological Observations  during  the  year 
1862.  By  Drs.  William  H.  Watson,  of  Utica, 
and  Horace  H.  Paine,  of  Clinton. 

We  quote  from  the  introductory  remarks 
as  follows : 

"  By  classifying  diseases,  and  recording 
the  causes  of  death,  the  most  valuable  in- 
formation is  obtained  relative  to  the  health 
of  the  people,  or  of  the  pestilential  agencies 
-which  surround  them.    We  can  take  this  or 
that  disease  and  measure,  not  its  destruc- 
tlvenesB,  but  its  favorite  times  of  visitation. 
We  can  identify  its  favorite  localities,  and 
cUasiiy  its  victims.    We  are  able  to  trace 
diseaies  also  as  they  perceptibly  get  weaker 
and  weaker,  as  some  have  done  of  late.  We 
know,  from  the  valuable   returns  of  the 
Rei^rar  General  of  England,  prepared  by 
Dr.  Farr,  ^at  scarlatina  is,  or  rather  was, 
decreasing,  and  that  it  has  been  crowing 
IsM  and  less  destructive  since  1861 ;  that, 
until  quite  lately,  the  whooping  cough  has 
Hkfiwiie  declined,  in  some  measure,  and  that 
neuleB  alone,  out  of  these  severe  diseases, 
liU  exhibited  any  tendency  to  increase.  The 
idnotages,  therefore,  of    adopting   some 
Vittu  of  classifying  diseases,  which  can  be 
pot  to  inch  useful  purposes,  must  be  obvi- 
<^  to  every  one.     It  is  proposed  to  adopt 
Ntte  system  which,  while  it  meets  the  re- 
^lAsments  of  science,  will  illustrate,  by  its 
^ithe  practical  questions  of  the  day,  rel- 
iefs to  diseases,  and  their  bearing  upon  the 
pBbUe  health ;  and  which  will  show  those 
J^un  which  are  injurious  or  fatal  to  the 
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man,  and  so  contribute  to  their  re- 
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**&  ii  not  probable  that  the  importance 
^  ft  eorrect  nosological  classification  will  be 
^eiUMated.    Without  it  the  uniform  and 
*^cnate  registration  of  prevailing  diseases, 
l^the  causes  of  death,  cannot  l^  secured, 
^h  the  first  step  in  this  department  of  med- 
ttlretearch." 
Ibe  report  will  doubtless  prove  a  useftil 
Ml  in  the  daily  registration  of  prevailing 
Himiju,  and  as  it  is  to  be  published  in  the 
AuMCtionB    of  the    State    Homosopathic 
Ibdieal  Society,  will  soon  be  ready  for  gen- 
m  dlatribution  to  the  profession  through- 
fit  the  State. 

Tht  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 
lUttle  Falls  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  Jane, 
IMS. 


THE  HOME  FOR  INDIGENT  AND  INCU- 
RABLE CONSUMPTIVES. 

A  hospital  for  the  gratuitous  medical 
treatment  and  tender  care  of  cases  of  con- 
firmed consumption,  in  homeless  persons, 
and  those  too  poor  to  provide  for  themselves^ 
has  lately  been  opened  at  No.  4  Vernon 
street,  in  this  city. 

The  design  originated  in  a  simple  desire 
to  help  and  comfort  a  class  of  sufferers 
whose  necessities  and  distresses  have  hither- 
to found  no  institution  among  us  especially 
adapted  to  their  relief ;  and  thus  to  honor 
at  once  our  common  humanity  and  our 
blessed  Redeemer.  This  institution  has  been 
founded  withotit  patronage  or  funds,  in  an 
humble  but  confident  reliance  on  the  God  of 
mercy,  and  on  the  benevolence  of  his  chil- 
dren ;  in  the  faith  that  Christ,  so  gracious 
to  the  sick  and  needy  when  he  was  on  earth, 
would  move  the  hearts  and  open  the  hands 
of  his  people  to  carry  the  work  forward. 
Nor  has  this  confidence  been  disap- 
pointed. A  house  has  been  obtained,  and 
for  the  most  part  furnished,  and  attendants 
have  been  procured.  Ever  since  the  enter- 
prise became  informally  known  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  August,  a  steady  stream  of  free-offer- 
ings has  flowed  in  upon  it,  gathered  from 
widely  different  sources.  To  sustain  the 
undertaking,  it  is  plain  that  gifts  must  be 
constantly  coming  in.  The  founder,  a  Homoe- 
opathic physician,  proposes  to  give  his  time, 
professional  services,  superintendance,  and 
property.  Bedding,  bed-clothiug,  garments 
for  invalids,  articles  of  food  of  all  kinds, 
both  for  patients  and  nurses;  groceries, 
meats  and  fruits,  cordials  and  iellies^  ftiel, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  money  from 
week  to  week,  will  be  required.  This  sub- 
stantial assistance  is  sought  in  the  name  of 
helpless  sufferers,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  It  is  believed  that  there  are 
many  in  this  community  who  will  consider 
it  a  privilege  to  contribute  to  a  charity  con- 
ducted on  this  principle.  Whatever  is  offered 
will  be  expended  or  used  with  economy  and 
care.  The  Hospital  is  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  all  its  friends.  No  distinction  as  to 
age,  sex,  nationality,  or  religion  will  he 
XDMde  in  admitting  or  treating  Inmates. 
Everything  that  is  possible  will  be  done  to 
soothe  pain,  to  sastain  the  spirits,  and  to 
console  the  last  hours  of  those  appointed  to 
die. 

Further  information  may  be  had  from  Dr» 
Charles  Cullis,  No.  21  Bowdoin  street,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  and  4  p.  m  ;  or  at  the- 
hospital,  on  Vernon  street,  during  the  hour 
of  9  to  10  in  the  mondng. 
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Reference  is  made  to  Rev.  F.  D.  Hunting, 
ion,  D.  D.,  Rev.  B.  N.  Kirk,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Wm. 
Hagne,  D.  D.,  Rev.  S.  E.  Lothrop,  D.  D., 
Dev.  A.  A.  Miner  ;  D.  D.,  Hon.  Alexander 
H.  Rice;  Hon.  Jacob  Sleeper ;  E.  S.  Tobey, 
Esq. 

*'  I- have  showed  you  all  things,  how  that 
80  laboring  ye  ought  to  support  the  weak, 
and  to  remember  the  words  of  the  Lord 
Jesna,  how  he  said.  It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive." — Acts  20 :  35. 

"  He  that  has  pity  upon  the  poor,  lendeth 
nnto  the  Lord ;  and  that  which  he  hath  given 
will  he  pay  him  again." — Prov.  19 :  17. 

**  Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the'poor  : 

'  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of  trouble. 

Psalm  41 :  1. — From  circular  issued  in  Boston. 


THE  CONSUMPTIVE  CURERS  OP  NEW 
YORK. 

BT   AN   INVALID   M.   D. 

[After  some  preliminary  remarks  ''  Inval- 
id "  proceeds  to  say]  I  directed  my  footsteps 
to  the  great  city  of  New  Tork.  I  have  a 
large  cavity  in  the  upper  part  of  the  left 
long,  and  I  have  been  told  with  a  sad  voice 
and  a  firm  aspect,  by  one  whom  I  loved  and 
had  every  reason  to  respect,  that  softening 
had  already  begun  in  the  apex  of  the  oppo- 
site organ ;  and  I  am  emaciated  to  the  last 
degree.  Nevertheless,  from  the  glowing  ac- 
counts which  I  had  heard  of  the  wonderful 
power  over  the  disease,  possessed  by  num- 
berless men  in  this  great  commercial  empo- 
rium of  our  Union,  I  resolved  to  proceed 
thither  at  all  hazards. 

My  mind  was  filled  with  vague,  but  most 
embarrassing  hopes;  shadowy  outlines  of 
superhuman  skill,  in  men,  high  above  their 
fellows  in  point  of  pure  humanity  and  disin- 
terested devotion  to  the  science  of  life,  fiit- 
ted  before  my  morbid  vision,  giving  me 
strength  to  endure  the  journey. 

Two  great  parties  I  found  engaged  with 
«qual  zeal  in  this  important  work.  The  one 
I  shall  describe  as  the  constitutional  class, 
or  those  who  adopt  a  general  treatment  ^  the 
other  the  local,  or  those  who  adopt  a  strictly 
topical  method  of  cure.  I  had  been  educa- 
ted in  the  former  school,  and  did  not  tarry 
long  with  its  professors. 

Improve  the  nutrition, — cod  liver  oil — 
good  diet — much  out  door  exercise,  m^ures 
which  I  knew  had  saved  me  so  far,  were  all 
they  could  tell  me  about,  but  knowing  all 
this  before,  I  was  not  satisfied,  and  wished 
to  go  ftirther ;  for  these  I  found  were  not 
the  men  who  were  doing  so  many  wonders. 
I  diverged  a  little  into  the  intermediate  class 
— a  sort  of  divining  doctor,  by  spiritual 
agency — who  had  an  immense  run,  as  I 
leamed,  among  the  clergy.  The  Dr.  was 
overrun  with  patients — his  ante-room  was 


like  the  lobby  of  a  theatre  on  the  night  of  i 
popular  actor's  benefit. . 

I  took  my  seat,  and  abiding  my  tarn,  ii 
came  at  last.  I  found  behind  the  scenei 
one  having  the  air  of  "  a  most  prosperooi 
gentleman,*'  who  looked  through  my  caai 
with  an  imposing  flourish — smiled  appro- 
vingly— received  a  fee, — I  thought  an  enor- 
mous one, — and  bade  me  follow  him  and  ] 
would  be  well.  Conductmg  me  back  into 
the  ante-room,  he  sang  out  some  words  in  u 
unknown  tongue  to  a  clerk  near  the  window, 
who  wore  a  remarkably  stiff,  standing  shirt 
collar,  and  then,  with  a  graceful  wave  oil 
the  hand,  withdrew.  This  latter  personal 
once  handed  me  a  package  of  medicine,  al- 
ready neatly  put  up  in  a  handsome  paper 
box.  Ah,  said  I  in  surprise,  did  you  have  it 
ready  1  Tes,  said  the  clerk,  carelessly,  I 
saw  you  come  in,  and  whilst  you  were  wait- 
ing to  see  ihp  Boss,  I  put  it  up.  Then,  ra- 
joined  I  with  warmth,  you  knew  beforehuid 
what  he  intended  to  give  me. 

The  clerk  with  a  stiff  standing  collar, 
thrust  his  tongue  into  his  left  cheek,  drew 
the  lower  lid  of  his  right  eye  grimly  down 
with  his  right  finger,  leered  at  me  signifi- 
cantly, but  with  much  good-nature,  and  I 
departed,  I  think  a  wiser  man. 

After  visiting  a  man  who  had  told  that  he 
had  enjoyed  the  honor  (hitherto  uiJuiowil  to 
Americans)  of  being  the  physician  for  many 
years  to  her  majesty  Victoria,  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  he  had  a  book  which  ho  sold 
for  \2yi  cents,  which  would  tell  me  how  to 
cure  [myself  of  any  disease  as  well  as  he 
could ;  and  which  I  did  not  but  for  reaooos 
which  must  be  obvious,  I  became  disgusted 
with  this  whole  class,  and  having  no  other  al- 
ternative, threw  myself  into  the  arms  of  a 
Topical  party,  with  hope  still  undiminished. 

But  in  this  there  was  some  difficulty,  for  I 
found  two  parties,  and  which  to  select  per- 
plexed me  some.  The  one  I  shall  charaotor- 
ize  as  the  ProbangerSy  the  other  the  InhaUn. 
From  which  I  learned  the  history  of  thsn, 
parties  is  possessed  of  no  little  interest.      ^ 

It  appears  that  the  Probang,  and  its  Mn 
companying  sponge  and  caustic,  wer^  IMI 
originally  used  to  cure  consumption,  t  [|j|{ 
simple  throat  affections,  however,  it  had.lpl 
an  immense  run.  Clergymen  ererywhfli 
had  tried  it,  and  such  of  their  fiocks.  as  ti(0i 
could  ipfiuence  had  followed  salt,  and  IM? 
whole  thing  became  rapidly  much  iO'f«giiC 

Finding  how  easily  it  went  dm  Om^ 
throats  of  the  people,  it  b^  and  by  tooka^ 
bolder  stand,  and  stoutly » proclaimed  Ils^ 
power  to  cure  consumption  in  its  most  ooih' 
mon  form.  Still,  it  must  be  remembered,  in 
all  this  time  it  never  claimed  to  go  beyood 
bifurcation.  But  we  all  remember  how  pop- 
ular it  was,  and  what  vast  sums  of  money  n 
must  have  made. 
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TThether  it  wss  the  laller,  which  is  a  great 
itimDliu  loiDTention,  or  wiine  higher  taotive, 
U  li  certain  ihat  this  thing  did  not  paas  nn- 
noliMd.     Active  mindR  were  at  work,  and 
TigOToni  intellects  became  engaged  in  tap- 
ping this  rich  mine^  and  in  pushing  farther 
■  lb*  tD'esiigation.    Aa  the  result  of  all  this, 
I  inhilatiOD  turned  up.     The  prohangera  were 
'   takanoD  their  own  ground — the  people  were 
'c  told  tbat  if  topical  treatment,  so  partiall; 
■-   uiplled,  waj  sncceaafnlihowmncfanioreweTe 
'-    IM7  mtitled  to  expect  from  a  method  ma- 
'.'.-  Idng  the  whole  lung  Accessible  to  medicinal 
j^   Igeiita.     The  reasoning  was  plausible — the 
K  tUnftook — Frobangdom  tottered  to  ita  rerj 
■   bus,  and  inhalation  became  the  rage. 
fp      Bvt  our  friends  were  not  to  be  pnt  down 
In  tLia  manner;  they  were  penetrating  men, 
r\   and  M  once  saw  that  all  th«y  had  to  do  wai 
^  to  go  « little  deeper.     The  old  iden  of  the 
rl  Ufdrcation  beinp  the  limit  of  the  probang 
^   was  therefore  abandoned,  and  il  waf  pro- 
' '   cMned  that  caTities  could  be  iniaded  and 
^ .  Mfnigad  out,  and   that  iulialalioD  could  not 
'p  dare  do  more  tbaci  it. 

Thla  wu  the  state  of  thinea  at  tbe  time  of 
tnj  *ialt,  and  it  wu  this  which   led  to  my 
parplexft;  alreadj-  spoken  of. 
.  Bntaal  had  alreadj  (as  every  body  else 

b.  bIbimI  hat  done  in  m;  situation)  tued  the 
'    probang/ as  far  at  the  bifnrcaUon,  as  it  was. 
laid  to  have  been  applied,  I  at  length  deci- 
ded upon  inhalation,  and  repaired  withonl 
Uay   to  its  bead-quarters  in  the  citj.    The 
Doctor  receiTed  and  examined  my  case  with 
■zeeeding   care.      At    home,   my   medical 
Mends  conld  perceire  at  a  glance,  as  they 
told  me,  by  the  flattening  of  (he  left  side  of 
Sm  cheat,  and  its  quietcence  during  residra- 
tton,  tlie  natore  of  my  disease,  bnt  these 
dSDi  were  not  sufficient  for  my  new  adiiaer. 
He'atripped  me  to  the  skin,  measured^ 
pareused,  and  auscultated,  over  itnd  over 
ai^D  erery  part.      I  never  saw  10  much 
pmba,  and  would  have  thongbt  some  of  hie 
aiaiiipiilationi  indicative  of  decided  "green- 
Mat,"  bnt  for  the  exalted  reputation  and  ob- 
i^onriy  Urge  experience  of  tbe  operator.  He 
^^■ond  my  cafe  a  very  beautiful  one — I  was 
>•  Mid,  juit  enough  diseased  to  teat  tbe  fa! 
ofhismethod.    In  tbe  course  of  his 
ever,  it  turned  up  that  this  per- 
tbe  genuine  man  so  widely 
known,  and  IdrcESed  myself  with  fome  show 
at  ladtgnation.      He  took  my  conpl^nts 
Tary  quietly,  and  showed  me  into  the  next 
IMnn.    The  person  who  thero  received  mi? 
won  my  heart.     He  showed  me  around,  ex- 
unined   my  case,  predicted   "agood  time 
aiming  "  for  me  soon,  but  In  the  inidBt  oT  it 
J],  announced  himself  as  only  an  assistant, 
nd  i^ipeared  greatly  surprised  that  I  »hoQld 
'ling  anytlunK  of  that.       I  stamped  la  rage, 
ud  arnionnced  tbat  I  had  come  all  the  m*^ 


from  Virginia  just  to  lee  the  genuine  article, 
and  wonid  not  be  satisfied  with  any  subati- 
tvte.  Tbis  ftained  me  admission  into  the 
great  man's  presence.  I  found  him  snperb. 
My  acconnt  of  my  reception  amnaed  him 
nincb,  and  we  became  unreserred  and  quite 
iatimale. 

Tbe  fact  was,  be  told  me,  tbat  these  fel- 
ii>ws  had  come  well  recommended  to  him, — 
ibe  boeiness  had  prospered  in  their  hand* — 
he  was  no  judge  of  quail flcation — didn't  pre- 
tend to  it — had  seen  an  opening  for  It,  had 
got  the  business  up,  and  managed  only  the 
advertising  and  money  departmeoU  Id 
short,  said  he,  I  am  on!;  tbe  capilaliaiof  tbe 
'Xincem.  The  little  fellow  yon  Brat  saw,  he 
furthermore  proceeded,  is,  I  think  myself,  a 
little  too  fnssy  over  tbe  chest,  hut  tlie  other 

le,  I  do  thick,  is  ttin  for  the  throat. 

1  had  one  other  chance,  which  was  to  have 
my  cavity  sponged  ont.  The  Doctor  told 
me  my  caae  was  a  beantiftil  ooa  for  the 
treatment.  I  admired  his  ingentons  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  his  method,  and  was  quite 
carried  away  by  his  charming  description  of 
the  raiionalt  of  tbe  whole  operation.  Wh«t 
the  finished,  I  announced,  with  enUiosiaam 
ibat  I  was  a  convert  to  bis  views,  and  pro- 
nounced myself  ready  at  any  moment  for  the 
operation.  He  examined  me  again  with 
^ater  core,  and  with  a  faint  touch  more  of 
gravity  in  his  conntenance.  It  was  jnal  the 
[hing  for  my  case,  said  be,  and  would  have 
^o  be  done,  bnt  not  then.  Yon  get  back 
home,  he  proceeded,  and  git  m  UiUt  mort 
itrmgth,  and  Iben  return,  and  I'll  pertbrm 
he  operation  for  yon. 

One  hour  afterwards,  feeling  as  a  doomed 
man,  I  left  the  great  city  of  New  York.  Tbe 
constmiption  carers  have  taken  from  me  all 
my  bright  hopes,  and  left  me  bnt  a  mock- 
nj.—  Virg.  Mei.  Surg.  /oar.—Ciitnf  MU. 


FEOCEEDOQS  OF  THE  BROOME 

CODNTT  (N.Y.)  MEDICAL, 

SOCIETY. 

The  annnal  meeting  of  tbe  Bociety  assem- 
bled at  the   office   of  Dr.   Qriswold,  on  the 
11th instant,  at  1  p.m.,  and  was   called  to 
order  by  the  Vice  President,  Dr.  William    - 
Bassett. 

Drs.  Gri9Wotd,  Crafts,  and  Brooks  were 
appointed  Committee  on  Credentials.  They 
reported  the  names  of  Dr.  9.  H.  French,  2d, 
of  Lisle;  Drs.  Carlton,  B.  Heaton,  of  Maine; 
Dr.  Gregory  Doyle,  of  Binghampton,  and 
Dr.  Samnel  B.  Foster,  of  Vestal,  as  eligible 
tor  membership. 

They  were,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society, 
elected  members. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  oQ*ered  by  Dr. 
J.  Q.  Ortou,  and  00  motion,  approved  by  tlie 
,  Bociety. 


192 


AHBRIOAN    HOH(EOPATHIO    OBSERVER. 


!i 

A  BUGQESTION  TO  THE  FARMERS  Oti 

BBOOMB  COUNTY.  1 

It  1b  Oiouglit  best  by  ■  tew  of  the  Btjidar  ■ 
FkrmerB,  who  are  opposed  to  tbe  improT*-  < 
meota  ia  farmini;  implemantt,  »ud  Ihe  better 
methods  of  cDltivaliDfc  the  soil,  thafrKt  their' 
next  aDDUB.1  meeting,  they  adopt  the  follow* 
iag  preamble  and  reeolutlotiB : 


aa  Buiiliarj  of  the  Stats   Society,  aro  mad 
the  tsfta!  repreRBntatires  and  gnardiam  ol  i 
the  Regular   FarmiDg  interestB  of  thslr  lo 
calitiea,  Therefore, 

if«<oit'nf,  Thatitia  thednty  of  every  Bogn-'r 
lar  Farmer,  (as  distinguished  from  th«  rart-  - 
ous  foUoirerg  of  new  ImproiemeDtH  in  farm- 
ing,  and  who  dare  to  use  a  new  Mowing 
Machine,  &«.,)  to  become  a-member  of  our 
Society,  aod  do  all  be  can  to  prevent  re- 
forms in  kgrjcniture  so  detrimental  to  aur 
interests. 

Rtiobud,  That  notice  Is  hereby  glren,  that 
every  Be^nlar  Farmer  in  the  Coonly  moct 
prexent  himself  or  forward  his  opinlona  of 
said  injurionaimproTemenlgjtotlieSecTeta^ 
before  the  next  meeting ;  and  In  default  ot 
fulfilling  this  obligation,  shall  forfeit  all 
claims  of  haviug  any  knowledge  of  farming, 
or  be  recognized  by  na  aa  haviDg  antliori^ 
to  decide  asricultural  qnestions." 

Etteited,  That  unleeB  the  abore  reaolntlon* 
are  adopted  by  the  Society,  we  fear  out  pror 
dace  will  not  sell,  and  om  old  plowi  or 
scythes  cannot  be  used  with  aa  mnch  dignity 
and  eflbct  oa  formerl?.  Even  now  we  rery 
unwillingly  acknowledge  t^at  the  good  pe»- 
ple  have  as  greatly  fallen  into  Qoacfcerj  in ; 
farming  aa  in  Medicine.  We  have  longfeltc 
that  something' must  he  done  to  arrest  snehj 
reforms.  .  ,1 

Setolvcd,    That    we  belioTe  by  ahntliiV'     - 
our  eyes  and  ears,  and  refusing  to  racogniiri 
ancb  Fanalng  Quacks,  the  public  will  1m  lafj 
doced  to  leave  them,  enfl  still  snataia  w  ti'« 
the  %al  use  of  our  old  Implements.  .   " 

By  order  of  the  Sec'y.  Oat  3oat.  , 

HOMEOPATHIC      MEDICAL      BOCIXTTt 
FOR    THE    STATE    OF    OHIO.  :f 

At  a  convention  of  the  nomceopathielai*^ 
of  Ohio  held  at  Columbus,  0.,  Oct.  IS,  ISM; 
a  permanent  organization  was  effectMi  ion 
the  fallowing  ofBcera  appointed: 
Pritidmt—Prof.  A.  0.  Blair. 
Firtl  FtM-Prwttfent— Dr,  S.  0.  WitbeielL 
Stmid  Fif-FrttHtni—Dr.  W.  Wsbater. 
Bteretary—DT.  C.  Cropper, 
JWaturer— Dr,  C.  C.  White. 
CnuoTi— Dra.  A.  Shepherd,  0.  H.  Blair,  C- 
Oeaterlin,  T.  P.  Wilson,  Lewla  Bamei,  T.  II. 
Miller  and  E.  C.  Beckwith.  gi 

ve  had  received  a  report  of  the  procead-j 
pre  shonld  have  been  pleaeed  to  bam  I 
p^teditinftiU.  I  I 


Dr.  Orton  presented  a  patient  soffbrlne 
nnder  chtonlv  Hydrocephalns ;  the  case  waa 
examined  by  the  members  and  dlscuased  ih 
couiDltation, 

The  election  of  ofDcers  being  next  in  or~ 
der  ret nltad  aa  follows : 

PreaidcDt — Pr.  Wm.  Baaaett. 

Vice  Prealdent— Dr.  S.  H.  French. 

Secretary — Dr.  J.  G,  Orton. 

Treasurer— Dr.  E.  O.  Crafta. 

Cenaorg— Drs.  J.  G.  Orton,  E.  6.  Crafli, 
William  Baasett,  P.  B.  Brooks  and  W.  B. 
Grlswold. 

Delegate  to  State  Medical  Society— Dr.  W. 
8.  Qriswold. 

BabstitatA— Dr.  E.  G.  Crafts. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asaoci^ 
aUon — Dra.  C.  B.  Heaton,  and  Wm.  Bas~ 


Dr.  H.  P.  Brooks  presented  a  paper  on 
Strnmons  diaeasea  of  the  alimentary  canal 
— their  symptoms  and  pathological  indlca- 

Dr.  E.  I.  Ford,  U.  9.  A.,  was  elected  Preai- 
dent^TD  Itm.,  and  gave  the  Society  some  in- 
teresting facta  connected  with  the  treatment 
of  diseases  peculiar  to  hospital  practice  in 
ITashville,  Tennsasee. 

The  ease  presented  by  Dr.  Orton  was 
taken  up  and  discussed  by  all  of  the  mem- 
bers present. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions 
were  nnanimonaly  adopted: 

Whirtat,  By  enactments  of  the  Leglslatare 
of  this  State,  theConnty  Medical  ^deties, 
as  anxiliaiy  to  the  State  Society,  are  made 
the  legal  representatives  and  guardians  of 
the  interpsta  of  the  regular  medical  profess- 
ion of  their  localities ;  therefore, 

Bfolvtd,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  reg- 
ular practitioner  of  Medicine  and  Surgery 
in  this  county,  (as  diitingnlshed  from  the 
various  followers  of  Quaskery,  as  Homceop- 
athy,  Hydropathy,  Eclecticism,  &c.,)  to  be- 
come a  member  of  this  Society  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  its  proceedings. 

Sttolvtii,  That  notice  is  hereby  given  that 
every  regular  practitioner  ot  Medicine  and 
Bnrgery  in  this  county  moat  present  himself 
or  forward  his  oradentiala  to  the  Seretary 
daring  the  next  Semi-Annnal  meetlcg  to  be 
held  in  this  place  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1B6&,  and  in  faiUt  of  fal&lling  thia  obli- 
gation shall  forfeit  all  claims  to  professional 
Tvcognilion. 

StMclvtd,  That  a  correct  list  of  memben 
of  this  Boclety  shall  be  published  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proceedings  of  Its  meetings. 
A^joomed. 

J.  G.  ORToa,  Secretary. 
~SAi/imatn  Daily  AtpuUiaM. 
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It  18  the  object  of  this  brief  notice  to  call   the  attention  of 
the  profesflion  to  a  Bpecies   of  boletus  not  mentioned   in  any 
medical  work   with   which   I   am   acquainted.      In   the    United 
States  Dispensatory  will  be  found  a  notice  of  the  different  vari- 
eties of  boletus^  under  the  head  of  '^  Agaric,"  ( common  nameSi 
•* touchwood,''  "spunk,"  "tinder.")      "This   is   the  product  of 
different  species  of  a  genus  of  mushrooms  denominated  boletus. 
SeTeral  specimens  of  this   genus  are   used  as  food,  several  are 
poisonous,  and  two,  at  least,  have   been  ranked   among   official 
medicines  in  Europe.      The  boletus  laricis,  which  grows    upon 
the  Larch  of  the  Old  World,  is  the   white  agaric,  or  purging 
agaric  of  medical  writers.      It  is  of  various  sizes,  from  that  of 
the  fist  to   that   of  a  child's  head,   or   even  larger,  hard   and 
spongy;  externally  brown  or  reddish,  but  as  found  in  commerce 
is  deprived  of  its  exterior  coat,  and  consists  of  a   light,  white, 
i^<Higy,  somewhat  farinaceous  friable  mass,  which,  though  b^g 
capable  of  being  rubbed  into  powder  upon  a  sieve,  is  not  easily 
pulverized  in  the  ordinary  mode,  as  it  flattens  under  the  pestle. 
It  has  a  sweetish,  very  bitter  taste,  and   consists,  according  to 
Braconnet,  of  seventy -two  parts  of  rerinous  matter,  two  of 
bitter  extractive,  and  twenty -six  of  funguiu,   a  nutritious   ani- 
malized  principle,  constituting  the  base   of  the   fleshy  substance 
of  mushroons.     It  cont^uns  also  benzoic  acid,  and  various  saline 
oompounds.     In  the  dose  of  four  or  six  grains  it  is  said  to  act 
powerfully  as  a  cathartic,  but  Lieutaud   asserts  that  it  may  be 
given  in  the   quantity  of  thirty  grains,  or   a  drachm,  without 
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purging.  M.  Andral  has  found  it  useful  in  checking  the  night 
sweats  of  phthisis.  He  uses  it  in  doses  of  eight  grains,  and 
gradually  increases  to  a  drachm  during  the  day,  without  any 
observable  inconvenience  tp  the  digestive  functions.'' 

I  have  quoted  this  description  in  full  because  it  very  closely 
eorresponds  yAth  that  of  the  specimen  I  have  b  my  pdsanessi)^, 
and  wiiioh  is  said  to  bo  iovmi  upon  the  pinf  trees  in  North^Qi 
Michigan.  It  has  a  sweetish  but  intensely/  bitter  taste,  and  is  of 
the  .consistence  of  the  boletus  laricis,  but  it  is  brown  interiorlyt. 
From  the  fact  that  the  Larch  and  Fine  have  some  considerable 
botanical  affinity,  as  well  as  similar. medicinal,  Mrtues,  we  cannot 
go  far  wrong  in  asii^idng  .tlx.  the'  bblibtli$  pinui,  ( if  so  it  may 
be  called, )  similar  virtues  to  those  of  the  B.  Larices. 

This  species  was  sent  ni^  with, the  recommendation  that  it 
was  considered,  in  the  locality  of  its  Jiabitat^  as  a  specific  for 
^*ague."  I  have  used  it  in  three  oases  of  tertian  intcrmittents, 
two  of  which  were  arrested  under  its  use,  but  came  on 
«gain  in  fourteen  days.  The  third  oitse  did  .not  seem  to  be 
iirfluenoied  by  its '  action.  No  pathogenetic  symptoms  wer« 
noticed  by  the  patients.  It  was  given  in  the  form  of  i»n<v 
ture;  ten  drops  of  the  first  decimal  dilution,^  every  tw6 
hours. 

The  writer  desires  that  physicians  who  reside  in  the  loosft- 
ities  where  the  boletus  is  found,  will  assist  in  collecting  some 
data  upon  which  to  base  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  fun- 
gus.     The  following  plan  is  suggested  as  the  most  proper : 

1.  To  ascertain  what  species  of  pine  the  boletus  selects  as 
its  place  of  growth. 

2.  To  collect  perfect  specimens  and  send  them  to  Dr. 
Lodge,  who  will  have  them  analyided  and  prepare  tinctures 
for  the  purpose-  of  proving. 

3.  To  collect  from  all  sources  any  facts  relative  <  to  its 
curcUive  or  pathogenetic  effects,  and  send  such  information  to 
Dr.  Lodge,  or  the  writer. 

It  is  the  impression  of  some  physicians  that  this  fungus 
deserves  a  thorough  proving,  and  that  valuable  curative  prop- 
erties may  be  discovered  in  it.  Dr.  Burt  and  others  offer 
to  prove  it  on.  themselves. 

There  are  several  other  varieties  of  boletus,  which  undoubt- 
edly possess  medicinal  virtues,  namely :  B.  ignarins,  ( or 
agaric  of  the  oak,)  B.  ungulatus,  B.  fomentarious,  B.  ribis, 
etc.     The  first  named  is  well  known  by  its    resemblance    to 
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a  horse's  hoof.  It  contains  resin,  chloride,  of  potasnam,  mi, 
sulphate  of  lime;  in  its  ashes  are  found  iron,  and  phosphate 
of  lime,  and  magnesia.  This,  also,  should  be  proriBp.  Anj^ 
clinical  facts  relating  to  this  variety  should.be,  noAde  pabllo 
through  our  journals. 

The  Agaricus  muacarius  so  highly  valued  by  our  8ohool|  tad 
BO  useful  in  many  nervous  and  other  diseases,  is  a  species  of 
mnsfaroom,  having  some  general  affinitiea  with  the  ganitf 
Wetus. 


ACONITE,  PHOBPHOBtJSr  ARSSNIGXTM:  AND  6UI«nnilU 

^ 

A  OOMPABISOV^-BT  HIVftT  K.  MABTIV,  BUVfAVS  X.  T.*  ./ 

■         •  ■•.■■'.     ./,. 

Gentlemen  :  In  this  lecture^  I  sBall  endeavor  to  individualist 

the   remedies  treated  of,  having  in  view  the  object   pf  finding 

out,  if    possible^    the    genius    of  each*      In  order  to  do  ihia 

onderstandingly,    I    propose  to    make   a    comparison    between 

Aconite,    Phosphorus,   Arsenicum  and  Sulphur,  giving    finit  tbo 

characteristic  person  representing  each  of  these  remedies,  botll 

in  a  state   of  health  and  disease. 

By  this  method,  if  we  once  get  firmly  impressed  upon 
our  minds  the  personality  of  a  drug,  we  may  always,  witK 
considerable  certainty,  recognize  it,  just  as  we  recognize  a 
familiar  face,  even  in  the  distance,  and  before  he  has  approaohied 
80  near  to  us  as  to  permit  the  delineation  of  the  minutia  of 
his  features.  How  do  we  recognize  him  in  the  distance? 
It  is  by  his  peculiar  gait,  the  style  and  color  of  his  clothes, 
the  carriage  of  his  head,  the  swing  of  his  arms,  in  &ct,  hii 
tout  ensemble.  We  ought  to  become,  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  peculiarities,  the  genius  of  a  drug,  or  its  representative 
in  disease,  that  to  see  the  sick  person  is  to  know  the  reiAv 
edy  —  which  is  its  counterpart  —  even  before  we  have  inquired 
into  the  minutia  of  the  symptoms.  Its  impress  upon  tho 
person  gives  the  expression  of  the  remedy,  if  we  are  onlf 
Well  enough  acquainted  with  its  genius  to  recognise  it. 

You  will  permit  me  to  use  the  plainest  language,  because 
to  n^e  a  picture  strong  there  must    be   lights    and    shades^ 

*D«liT«rfd  before  the  Halmemum  Inftltofto  of  PhflftielnhU,  KoreaW^  9|d^ 
1864^ 
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I  therefore  descend  to  the  language  of  the  most  common 
lifb^  at  times,  in  order  to  give  force  to  the  characters  which 
I  l^all  deliheate. 

The  healthy  person  which  may  fairly  represent  Aconite,  is 
a  plump,  full  habited,  not  very  tall,  enthusiastic  girl,  with 
ktiburn  hair,  nut  brown  eyes,  and  fair  skin.  The  sanguine- 
ous temperament, 

'  She  is  open  -  hearted  and  generous,  sometimes  malicious, 
especially  in  the  affairs  of  love,  she  delights  in  teasing  her 
beau.  She  is  active  and  romping  in  her  habits,  blushes  easily, 
and  is  exstatic  in  all  her  naanifestations,  whether  in  pursuit 
of  a  new  hat  or  a  new  lover.  She  is  neither  haughty, 
indUbfeal^  or  mild'  in  disposition,  i^he  taken  a  Hyely  inter- 
est in  everything  which  ([comes  within  her  notice,  is  roman- 
tic, but  not  serious.  Her  j^mood  is  fitftd,  changing  rapidly 
from  mirthfulness  to  sadness,  and  then  to  mirthfulness  again. 
H^er  4^^^^  ^^  either  of  an  irritative,  inflammatory,  or  con- 
gestive character.  She  is  liable  to  sanguineus  apoplexy,  to 
diseases  of  the  sensitive  nerves,  and  congestive  headaches-— 
the  pains  being  usually  in  the  forehead  and  left  side  of  the 
h^ad.  When  sick  she  sometimes  becomes  whining,  fretful 
and  irritabie,  and  sometimes  sad. 

A  case  of  Aconite  disease  most  commonly  met  with  in 
practice,  is  ^  follows: — 

You  are  called  in  great  haste  to  see  a  patient  whom  you 
find  having  the  following  symptoms:  She  has  oppressed, 
labored  breathing,  great  and  sudden  weakness.  She  is  irrita- 
ble, whining  and  delirious;  she  sings,  and  laughs,  and  then 
weeps ;  her  face  is  red,  hot,  and  when  not  delirious  she 
complains  of  great  fulness  and  heaviness  in  the  forehead,  with 
a  ci'ampy  sensation  at  the  root  of  the  nose.  What  is  the 
cause  of  all  this  violenl  disturbance  of  the  system?  She 
tells  you  that  while  in  a  profuse  perspiration  she  caught  cold 
by  sitting  in  a  draft  of  air,  or  perhaps  she  got  chilled  by  a 
cold  north  wind,  which  suppressed  the  insensible  exhalations 
of  the  body.  Now  she  attempts  to  sit  up,  and  her  face, 
which  was  red,  tun^s  deathly  pale,  and  she  faints  away.  She 
tosses  about  in  bed,  and  she  cannot  lie  on  either  side,  espe- 
cially on  the  left  ade.  She  complains  that  the  room  is  too 
Ught,  and  becoities  almost  frantic  at  the  least  noise  in  the 
room. .  All  the  teeth  on  the  left  side,  and  the  whole  of  the 
left  side  of  face  throbs   and   aches.      Her  mouth  is  dry  ^ancl 
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the  tongae  is  coated  white.  She  is  hoarse  i^nd  croapjr* ,  and 
her  throat  is  inflamed  and  painful  when  swallowing.  She  has 
fullness  and  pressure  in  the  region  of  the  liyer.  Her  uriM 
is  scanty,  bright  red,  and  hot|  6tU  it  ka$  no  sediment  in  iif 
she  may  also  have  drawing,  tearing  pain  in  the  knees;  she 
has  great  thirst,  and  complabs  that  she  is  burning  up  with 
heat  internally,  but  feels  chilly  externally,  while  to  others  the 
skin  is  hot  and  dry  to  the  touch ;  she  complains .  of  a  ifen^ar 
tion  of  heat  running  down  from  her  head  and  chills  running 
np  from  her  feet;  she  turns,  about  and  says  the  pains  %rfi 
insupportable;  the  pulse  is  &8t,  fuU  and  hard;  there,  me 
no  pulsations  of  the  arteries. of  the  neck;  no  .^tearing  fvsd 
-clawing  pains  in  the  abdomei;;  no  sediment  in  the  ur}ne,  ftn4 
you  do  not  find  her  lying  quietly  on  her. back  in  a  (K^n^ttqq^ 
4M>ndition.  In  the  case  before  ns,  if  the  last  yarned  ^symp^ 
toms  were  present,  Aconite  would  not  be  indicated^.;        .  ,  ,: 

The  Phosphorus  individual  in  a  state  of  healtl^.  ifl..,j|t 
4unooth,  polished  gentleman,  with  black,  -  glossy  hair,  briUiaiiit 
black  eyes,  fine  texture  of  skb,  haying  a  pinkish  tinge  or 
-delicate^  suffused  blush  of  countenance.  The  capillaries  9^ 
always  well  filled  with  blood,  and  the  saying  of  Hahnememii 
therefore,  is  necessarily  true,  that  *' small  wounds  bleed  much.^* 
He  has  great  fondness  for  the  opposite  sex,,  and  he  is  ;$ 
ladies'  man;  he  is  neither  malicious,  courageous,  or  mistrust* 
fnl;  he  is  fond  of  fine  dress,  and  like  the  aconite  girl  goes 
into  exstacies  over  a  new  hat  or  a  new  lady  acquaintance; 
be  is  a  constant  attendant  at  the  theatre  or  billiard  ropnii  at 
parties  and  balls,  and  his  spare  moments  are  devoted  to  light 
literature,  wine  and  women,  and  late  suppers;  he  has  a  deli* 
cate  constitution,  moderate  plumpness  of  form;  small  hands, 
with  long,  taper  fingers,  and  oval,  pinkish  tinged  finger  nails; 
he  is  proud  of  hb  handsome  hands,-  and  therefore  w^rs 
gloves  to  keep  them  soft  and  delicate*  He  has  more  snavf 
ity  than  haughtiness;  likes  to  tell  good  stories,  especially 
about  the  women;  is  buoyaat  in  spirits,  but  irritable  if  yon 
teaase  him,  or  tread  on  his  ^vorite  toes.  He  haS;  no  }ove 
Sot  money  except  for  the  .gratification  of  his  desires. .   . 

You  will  observe  that  Phosphorns  is  the  most  polished  and 
gentlemanly  person  in  the  whole  Materia  Medioa.  He  makes 
the  Sulphur  man  do  errands  for  him,  and.  pays  \im  with  a 
glass  of  beer,  and  perfectly  abhors  and  detests  the  Arsenic 
man. 
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A  irell  marteij  cafee  of  Phtbisis  Palmonalw  for  wbiob 
l^hosphoras  Sb  the  remedy,  has  dizziness  of  the  head,  espeoi** 
illy'  upon  rising  from^  bed  in  the  liioming;  his  head  feel» 
Dg;ht;  he  has  occasional  pain  in  the  forehead;  his  eyes  are^ 
ttiote  brilliant  thah  in  health  —  we  might  say,  almost  phos- 
pfaoi*esoent^-^hi8  intellect  clear,'  finger  nails  Icmger  and  morel 
hooked  than  in  health,  but  not  much  thickened;  he  had^ 
fnttsecB  voKtantes  BXid  fantastic  illusions;  his  cough  is  hoanre 
iiid  deep,  and  resembles  a  sound  produced  by  coughing  in  a 
bftrreL  It  is  aggi*avated  by  cold  air,  especially  from  going 
<mt  of  a  warm  room  into  the  cold  air,  and  also  from  going 
into  a  irarm  room  from  the  cold  air.  The  sputa  is  either 
f^ow  or  wUt6 — not 'very  thick,  if  yellow;  it  is  much  thin- 
Mr  than*  the  Pulsatilla  eitpectoration,  and  it  tastes  either  salt; 
iab  syt  sweetish;'  he  has  stitching,  cutting,  darting  pains 
through  both  lHAg«,  but  mostly  through  the  left  lung,  in  the 
mammaiy'regioti;  he  cannot  lie  on  his  left  side,  becatise  it 
aggravates  his  pain  «nd  cough.  The  skin  remains  dear,  but 
be  b  much  eibacuated  ;f  his  eyes  are  sunken,  and  the  flush  our 
th«  fac^v  as  the  disease  progresses,  becomes  more  'and  more* 
dreumsorlbed.  He  becomes  stoop -shouldered,  and  his  lack- 
of  courage  and  true  panlin^ss  in  health  makes  him  a  sneak 
when  he  is  sick;  he  eats  late  suppers  and  goes  to  bed  at 
10  o'clock,  covfghs  until  midnight,  and  then  sleeps  until 
morning;  after  getting  out  6f  bed,  he  hawks  up  large  quan* 
tities  of '  mucus ;  speaking  or  reading  always  aggravates  his- 
oough;  he  has  either  diarrhosa  or  small,  hard  stool,  which  is- 
expelled  with  difficulty;  brick  dust  sediment  in  the  urine;: 
cold  feet  and  legs,  especially  cold  from  the  ankles  to  the 
knees ;  he  has  'hectic  fever  late  in  the  afternoon  or  evening, 
with  burning'  of  the  hands  and  face,  followed  by  a  viscid, 
Sticky,  night  sweat ;  his  chills  are  mostly  internal,  and  run 
down  the  back,  while  the  flashes  of  heat  run  up  his  hack«. 
The  voice  of'  a  phosphorus  person  sounds  soft,  hoarse  and 
deep  wheii  talking.      Pulse  is  unusually  quick  and  full. 

We  will  now  take  a  glance  at  the  Arsenic  man.  He  is 
the  most-  miserly  person  in  the  Materia  Medioa.  He  is  won« 
derfully  different  from  phosphorus,  and  we  shall  presently  see 
why  arsenic  and  phosphorus  never  could  be  friends.  They 
have  even  ho  chemical  affinities  with  each  other. 

The  Arsenic  man  in  a  state  of  health  is  tall,  spare  and 
austere.      His  features  are  wrinkled,  dried  and  leathery,  whi}« 
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his  hair  and  eyes  are .  dark,  ,  and  his  hair  is  straight  and 
harsh ;  everything  about  him  is  harsh ;  when  he  walks;  by  yon 
in  the  street,  he  walks  fiist,  runs  against  yon,  and  wants  a 
great  deal  of  elbow  room;  hq  is  impolite,  n^}ney 'making, 
covetous  and  malicious^  he  would  rob  his.  , own  brother  for 
the  sake  of  g^in;  he  ^as  no  affection,  for  the  opposite  sex, 
and  if  he  marries  he  docs  so  to  obtain  wealth;  he  is  more 
attentive  to  his  ledger  than  his  wife.  He  is- a  very  anxious 
man  —  he  is  so  anxious  to  mak^  money  that  he  has  no  time  to 
be  a  fashiqnaUe  man,  but  studies  his  ledger  instead  of  attend- 
ing parties,  balls,  theatres,  or  the  billiard  room;  he  is  not  a 
daring  man,  and .  therefore  does  not  take  great  risks  in  bif 
business  operations,  but  rather  seeks  wealth  through  miserly, 
habits,  and  low,  underhanded  cunning  and  meanness;  he  ii 
totally  wanting  in  moral  courage,  and  constantly  fears  death; 
he  cherishes  none  of  the  finer. feelings  of  human  nat^re;  unHke 
the  acoiiite  and  phosphorus  persons,  he  never  thinks  of  fine 
clothes,  and  never  goes  into  exstacies  over  a  new  hat  or  a  new 
acquaintance ;    he  has  no  love  for  anything  except  self. 

He  is  himself  repulsive,  and  his  diseases  are  of  the  repuls- 
ive kind,  such  as  ulcers,  cancers,  etc.  He  loves  a  hot  stove 
and  warmth  generally,  and  his  diseases  are  of  a  burning  and 
acrid  character. 

A  case  of  Phthisis  pujmonalis,  for  which  Arsenic  is  the  rem-^ 
edy,  may  be  found  in  the  following  symptoms: 

There  is  no  dizziness  of  the  head,  as  in  Phosphorus,  but 
occasional  pain  in  the  forehead.  Finger  nails  are  harsh,  thick, 
rough,  dark  colored  and  hooked;  he  hi^  no  muscat  volitantes, 
no  fantastic  illusions,  or  spots  before  the  eyes;  he  sees  npthing 
but  plain  matters  of  fact ;  he  is  much  emaciated,  eyes  sunken, 
skin  harsh  and  dry  like  a  tanned  hog's  skin,  and  there  is  no 
circumscribed  redness  of  the  cheeks,  as  there  is  in  phosphorus; 
be  feels  mean,  and  is  mean;  he  has  great  fear  of  death;  he 
coughs  day  and  night,  but  does  not  expectorate  except  during  . 
the  day;  his  cough  is  worse  at  night,  especially  after  midnight. 
The  sputa  is  acrid,  sometimes  bloody,  filthy,  gray,  milky  or 
yellow,  and  it  tastes  bitter,  putrid  and  offensive,  but  more 
especially  salty ;  it  also  smells  offensive ;  his  voice  is  harsh  and 
hoarse.  The  most  common  pain  is  a  dull,  heavy,  burning  pain 
under  the  right  shoulder  blade;  his  expecteration  conmiences 
after  breakfast  and  he  expectorates  worse  after  every  meal 
through  the  day ;   he  has  oppressed  shortness  of  bt^^XXi^  ^«^ 
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oiall7  when  going  up  stairs,  or  when  lying  down,  and  after 
midnight;  his  cough  is  asthmatic;  he  has  dry,  burning  skin  of 
the  hands  and  feet;  he  does  not  sleep  well  nights,  for  he  has 
anxious  tassing  about  and  dreams  of  dead  persons ;  sleeping  ot 
waking  he  fears  death;  he  cannot  sleep  after  midnight;  he 
has  chilliness  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by.  dry  evening  heat  and 
later,  sweat;  his  pulse  is  small,  fast  and  tremulous;  he  cannot 
lie  on  his  right  side,  and  is  relieved  by  lying  on  his  left  side, 
just  the  reverse  of  phosphorus;  he  has  to  lie  with  his  head  high;^ 
all  his  symptoms  are  aggravated  by  cold  air,  cold  weather,  ooM 
food  or  cold  appllcati<His ;  he  has  great  thirst,  but  has  to  drink 
sparingly;  he  does  not  like  to  be  alone,  for  fear  of  death. 
There  is  scanty,  burning,  almost  suppressed,  urine,  and  brown 
offensive  diarrhoea. 

Phosphorus  has  stitches '—arsenic  has  not. 

Phosphorus  is  worse  before  midnight ;  arsenic  is  worse  after 
midnight;  arsenic  has  fetid  stool;  j^osphorus  has  not;  arsenic 
has  swollen  tongue ;  phosphorus  has  not. 

The  Sulphur  individual  differs  from  either  of  the  others.  He 
^ J  is  a  stoop -shouldered  person,  and  has  a  shuffling  gait.  He 
never  looks  you  in  the  face,  but  looks  as  though  he  had  just 
committed  some  act  of  which  he  was  ashamed.  He  has  no 
self-respect,  is  too  lazy  to  work,  is  fond  of  beer  and  whisky 
and  has  great  aversion  to  wine.  His  hair  is  uncombed,  his 
eyes  are  red,  his  nose  is  habitually  red  and  swollen  and  he 
looks  as  though  he  had  kept  the  ^'  wee  sma'  hours  "  in  a  grog 
shop.  His  clothes  are  ragged  and  out  of  fashion.  His  face 
and  hands  are  dirty,  and  he  continually  scratches  his  head* 
He  sits  around  a  lager  beer  saloon  until  the  lights  are  turned 
of^  waiting  for  some  one  to  treat  him.  He  goes  to  bed  late 
at  night  and  would  not  get  up  at  all  in  the  morning  but  for 
his  thirst  for  a  glass  of  beer.  He  dislikes  to  wash  himself. 
He  is  irritable  and  peevish  in  the  morning  and  has  no  appe- 
tite  for  his  breakfast.  He  is  sleepy  and  stupid  all  day  and 
dull  of  comprehension.  At  night,  he  liear  on  his  back  and  has 
the  nightmare.  He  has  no  desire  for  sexual  intercourse,  his 
penis  is  always  cold,  his  genitals  are  nasty  and  stink.  He 
never  changes  his  shirt,  but  wears  it  out   on  bis  back. 

As  a  sick  man,  his  face  is  swollen,  freckled  and  covered 
with  pimples.  He  has  pimples  on  his  forehead.  He  has  a 
^ateh  of  tetter  across  his  nose  and  an  eruption  behind  his  ears. 
His  eyes  are  red,  inflamed  and   full  of  matter,  and  his    noss 
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is  dry.  The  edges  of  the  eyelids  are  swollen  red  and  itch. 
He  has  hardness  of  hearing,  and  a  paralent  discharge  escapes 
from  his  ears.  His  breath  is  fetid,  and  he  lias  no  appetite. 
He  has  the  itch,  and  his  hands  are  dry  and  cracked  and  dirty; 
they  are  also  cold  and  trembling.  He  feels  worse  in  the  open 
air,  and  has  intolerable  itching  after  getting  warm  in  bed.  H® 
is  continually  chilly.  Has  loss  of  sexual  power  and  an  offen- 
sive perspiration  of  the  genitals.  He  has  phimosis  with  fetid 
pus  dropping  from  it.  His  feet  are  cold  and  sweaty.  He  has 
rolling  and  rumbling  in  the  bowdd,  loud  eructations,  sour  vomit« 
ing  and  continual  nausea  at  the  stomach.  He  has  itclung, 
moist  hemorrhoids,  involuntary,  painless,  stinking  mucus  diarrboBa, 
or  else  painful  and  green  or  bloody  stools.  JSis  xxrii^e  is  passed 
involuntarily,  or  with  much  difficulty,  and  in  aropsi  Re  has 
organic  disease  of  the  heart,  burning,  sprained  pains  in  the 
knee  joints,  a  stiff  neck  and  pain  in  the  occiput.  He  has  a 
Ihorning  cough  with  bloody  expectoration  which  tastes  Uke  the 
discharge  in  a  chronic  catarrh.  He  has  itching  at  the  anus 
with  ascarides,  is  full  of  fantastic  illusions  and  sees  a  halo 
around  a  light. 

Gentlemen — I  have  endeavored  to  draw  a  truthful  picture 
of  four  individuals,  who  are  -so  different  from  each  other  that 
no  one  ought  ever  to  mistake  one  for  the  other.  Neither  of 
the  last  three  would  ever  move  in  the  same  social  circle  with 
the  other.  The  Arsenic  business  man  and  the  Phosphorus  gen- 
tleman of  leisure  having  no  traits  in  common,  while  the  Sulphur 
loafer  would  always  be  ready  and  willing  to  beg  at  the  hands 
of,  or  do  the  dirty  work  of  either. 

Aconite  acts  most  prominently  upon  the  left  side  of  the 
body,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  right  sexual  organs  and  the 
right  side  nose. 

Phosphorus  acts  most  prominently  upon  the  left  side  of 
the  head,  the  right  side  of  the  face,  the  left  side  of  the 
mouth  and*  fauces,  upon  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  upon 
the  left  lung,  the  right  upper  and  lower  extremities,  and  upon 
the  left  inguinal  rings. 

Arsenic  acts  most  prominently  upon  the  left  side  of  the 
head,  the  right  side  of  the  face,  mouth  and  fituoes,  left  hypo- 
ohondira,  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  the  right  ioguinal 
lings,  the  right  lung,  and  the  right  upper  and  lower  extremities. 

Sulphur  acts  most  prominently  upon  the  left  side  of  the 
head   and  &cei  the   left  side  of  the  mouth,  teeth  and  &a^Qeik^ 
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the  lefl  hypochpndria^  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  the  ]^fk 
ingdinal  rings,  the  right  sexual  organs,  the  left  side  of  the 
neck  and  nape  of  the  neok,  the  left  lung,  the  left  side  of  the 
back,  and  the  left  upper  and  lower  extremities. 

Aconite  has  sanguineous  a|)oplexj. 

Phosphorus  has  nervous  apoplexy. 

Arsenic  and  Sulphur  are  not  liable  to  either. 
The  Aggravations  of  Aconite  ^re  in  the  night,  especially  about 
midnight;    of  Arsenic,  after  midnight;   of  Phosphorus,    before 
midnight,  and  Sulphur,  through  the  night. 

Aconite  has  ezstatio  delirium ;  Arsenic  has  mumbling  delirium^ 
he  thinks  is  going  to  be  hung.  Phosphorus  has  not  much 
deUri^Q)  what  there  is,  is  of  a  fanciful  kind  and  he  imagines 
he  is  a  fine  gentleman.  Sulphur  .  delirium  imagines  that  old 
dirty  rags  are  beautiful  clothes.  . 

A  good  ideal  representative  of  Phosphorus  may  be  found  in, 
the  person  and  character  of  Aaron  Burr,  that  of  Arsenic  in 
JTefferson  Davis,  and  that  of  Sulphur  in  any  broken  down, 
dilapidated  politician. 


/." 


f  rartict  of  SJltiiciiif, 


AP  HO  KIA. 


BT  0.  H.  LU,  M.  9. 


A  case  of  complete  Aphonia,  —  lAeut,  L.,  age  twenty  -  eight, 
Was  in  the  army  for  three  years ;  a  little  while  before  his 
tetm  had  expired,  he  was  in  an  engagement  and  received  a 
wound  from  a  musket  ball  in  the  left  lung  near  the  branch-* 
ing  off  of  the  bronchia;  the  ball  lodged  in  the  substance  of 
the  lung.  As  there  was  no  exit,  great  hemorrhage  took  plaoe; 
the  surgeon  could  not  extract  the  ball  without  great  risk  of 
life ;  the  hemorrhage  was  stopped,  and  the  wound  began  to  heal 
up.  As  the  wound  was  closing  he  began  to  lose  his  voice, 
llie  wound  healed,  but  his  voice  was  so  weak  he  could 
not  speak  above  a  whisper.  I  exammed  his  throat  and  chest 
and  found  na  abnormal  condition,  except  where  the  bail 
fodged  there  was  a  somewhat  dull  and  heavy  sound  like  that 
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6f  b^patization.      He  'had  a    dry,  backing    coagti^  and    oonsti* 

pation.  I  ^ave  him  l^ryonia^  sixth,  night  and  morning,  for 
two  weeks;  his  cough  left  him,  but  the  voice  was  not  any  bet- 
ter. I  did  not,  give  him  any  medicine  for  another  week; 
he  though  he  was  better. iu..bealtb;  bowels  still  constipated; 
gave  Bryonia,  fourth,  three  times  per  day;  his  bowels  became 
regular;  his  voice  could  ^ be ^  heard  a  littl^.  At  the  ^nd  of 
the  we^l:  he  was  Entirely  cur^dl'  Efe  hashow  a  strong,  liealthy 
voice;  lungs  perfectly  sound -r the  ball  still  remaining  in  the 
lung,  I  suppose  imbedded  in  a  cartilaginous  substance.  He 
had  been  under  the  hands  of  several  physicians  for  a  year. 


■  ■ ' 


WJJUFKOX  BBBD  FOB  XXPUUIOV  OF  0?AFB  VTOBM. 


BT  1.  9.  join,  M.  9. 


Last  itfafch,  a  gentleman  called  on  iae  for  advice,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  presence  of  a  tape  toorm^  which  had  been  troubling 
him  for  twenty  years.  He  hsiii  tried  almost  all  means  recom- 
mended, and  all  physficians  who  otfered  him  encouragement. 
At  various  times  had  obtained  portions  of  the  worm,  but  never 
secured  the  head.  Turpentine  taken  in  large  doses,  followed 
by  an  active  cathartic,  had  several  times  expelled  portions  of 
the  worm  and  at  one  time  brought  away  five  feet  in  one  piece. 
The  patient  was  forty -five  yeatrs 'old,  a  weaver  by  trade.  I 
recommended  him  to  try  the  Pumpkin  [seed.  Re  stated  that 
he  had  used  it,  but  without  preparation  by  fasting  before 
tatkmg  the  remedy.  I  directed  Mm  to  abstain  from  alt  food 
excepting  canned  peaches  and  crackers  Very  sparingly  for  one 
week.  Twenty*four  hours  before  taking  the  reniedy  to  abstain 
itom  food  entirely. 

The  mode  of  preparing  and  taking  the  remedy  was  after 
hiB  own  notion.  He  obtained  one  and  a  half  ounces  of  the 
hulled  pitts,  pulverized  them  very  fine  and  took  It  all  at  one 
close  in  the  form  of  a  wry  powder.  Five  hours  after  taking  the 
above  remedy  he  took  the  following  compound  (which  he  pre- 
fnei  himself.)  One  And  a  half  ounces  castor  oil,  one  ounce 
turpentine ;  one  table  spoonful!  of  salt  and  the  yolk  of  one  egg. 

'In-  one   hour,   thief  product   a  copious  discharge  from  the 
Wir<^,  and  with  it  the  worm  geven  fM  in  fengtK.   ^<d  V^^ 
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was  plain  and  distinctly  to  be  seen.  The  worm  was  d^ad 
when  expelled.  The  man  has  ever  since  enjoyed  most  e^^* 
lent  health.    [See  page  47  Am.  Hom.  Observer,  1864.] 


0A8S    OF    CSBSBBaSPIKAL    KBNIHaiTIS. 


BT  0.  W.  SAWSflS,  X.  9. 


October  15,  1864,  I  was  called  early  in  llie  morning  .  to 
see  Mr.  Aeon,  aged  35  years.  Could  not  go  at  i^the  time,  but 
sent  four  powders,  Ico.  dd,  and  (me  of  Belladonna,  3d.  First 
saw  the  patient  at  2  p.  m. 7  found  him  perfectly  unconscious; 
staring  look,  tongue  stiff,  skin  dry  and  husky,  head  slightly 
inclined  baclcward)  pidfliB,'  160.  *  Pnsdag  upc^  ihd  ^ojfiA^  ^ofrd 
would  extort  the  most  pitiful  and  agonizing  cries,  while  at 
other  times  he  remained  perfectly  quiet.  I  now  ordered  a  pot 
of  boiling  com  to  be  prepared,  which  I  placed  at  his  back,.ak>ng 
the  whole  length  of  the  spinal  column,  undeir  a  heary  coveTf. 
giving  at  the  same  time  one  dose  of  Oelseminum  1st,  which  I 
ordered  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours,  for  twelve  hours.  I^  ten, 
minutes  there  was  a  profuse  perspiration  over  the  entire  bpdy, 
which  was  kept  up  for  one  hour,  and  then  wiped  off.  Oct, 
15th,  saw  the  patient  about  11  jl,  m«  Eyes  dull  and  red, 
tongue  red  and  glazed,  skin  dry  and  smooth,  great  rigidity  of 
the  muscles  of  the  back  and  lefb  side;  on  the  back  and 
shoulders  appeared  eleven  perfectly  smooth,  bright  red  spots, 
varying  in  size  from  one-quarter  to  two  inches  in  diameter. 
Muttering  delirium,  pulse  80,  soft.  Oave  Belladonna  3d,  in 
water,  one  teaspoonful  every  hour,  for  six  hours,  followed  by 
Nux  V.  administered  the  same  as  Bellad.  [Oct.  I7th,  2  p.  x^ 
eyes  dull  and  heavy,  tongue  moist  and  brown,  moist  skin, 
muscles  considerably  relaxed,  pulse  40,  soft,  great  tenderness 
of  the  spine;  on  being  aroused,  he  would  seem  quite  consci- 
ous, and  converse  freely,  knowing  every  one  in  the  room,  but 
would  immediately  after  become  delirious.  Gave  Gebeminum  1st 
and  Bryonia  Ist,  in  alternation  every  three  hours.  Oct.  18t}i)  8 
p.  K.|  eyes  rather  dull;  tongue  coated  with  a  light  mucos, 
sk^l  Dioist,  spots  lighter,  iipino  tender,  [  perfectly  consoipim, 
memory  very  poor,  has  taken  a  little  nourishment  from  the 
first,  pulse  65.      This  day  is  the  first  that  he  could  be  indaced 
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to  lay  on  either  side,  his  position  previously  being  on  the  back, 
with  his  legs  drawn  up.  Continued  same  treatment  two  days 
longer,  when  he  was  able  to  sit  up,  and  rapidly  recovered.  In 
the  above  case  the  symptoms  all  appeared  in  their  most  aggravated 
forms.  For  two  days  precedmg  the  attack  (which  was  sudden) 
he  had  complained  of  a  soreness  and  stiffness  of  the  back  and 
lower  extremities. 


ELBCTBIOITT    IH   HTDBOFHOBIA. 


What  remedy  has  not  been  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
hydrophobia  ?  Mercury  dissolved  in  rectified  spirits  of  wine  in 
large  quantities,  opium,  musk,  ipecacuanha,  spirits  of  turpen- 
tine,  vinegar,  the  Omsldrk  powdefi  the  Tonquin  medicine,  the 
oamatio  pill,  oxide  of  zinc,  cuprum  ammoniatum,  nitric  'acid, 
benzoic  acid,  in  short,  the  whole  arsenal  of  pharmaceutical 
agents  iM^m  to  have  employed  against  hydrophobia^  bat  with 
very  little  success.  I  see  that  electricity  has  been]  lately 
resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  severe  cases  of  hydrophobia  at 
the  General  Hospital  of  Lernberg,  in  Galicia. 

This  is  not  the  first  instance  of  the  application  of  electricity 
in  canine  madness.    The  Journal  de  Physique^  tome  Ivi.,  con- 
tains a  remarkable  case  of  recovery  from  hydrophobia  by  gal- 
vamsm,  extracted  from  a    ^^Kcport    presented    to  the  class  of 
the  Exact  Sciences  of  the    Academy  of  Turin,  on  the  action 
of  Gralvanism,"  by  Signer  Yassali    Eandi.      A  man  presenting 
all  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia    (he   had   been  bitten  by  a 
mad  dog),  was  brought  to  Dr.  Rossi,  who,  observing  that  he 
could  not  bear  the  sight  of  water,  nor  that    even  of  shining 
bo^es,  provided    in    another    room  a  pile    consisting    of  fifty 
purs  of  plates  6f  silver  and  zinc,  intermixed  with  fifty  pieces 
tS  pasteboard  moistened  with  a  solution  of  muriate  of  ammo- 
nia.   He  employed  slips  of  brown  paper    moistened,  as  a  con- 
ductor, on  which  the  naked  feet  of  the  patient  were    placed, 
and  at  the  moment  when  he  opened    his    mouth  to  bite,  one 
end  of  the  arc  was  thurst  into  it,  while  the  other  communicated 
with  the   pile.     The    patient    suffered   a  great  deal  from  this 
operation,  which,  after  several  shocks,  weakened  him  so  much 
that  he  could  no  longer  support  it.     Being  stretched    out  on 
the  floor,   he  was  then  galvanized    with    ease;   the    operatiotv 
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made  the  sweat  run  from  him  in'  drops,  Thia  treatiQeiit  was 
continued  for  several  days,  a(nd  resulted  in  the  entire  recoreiy 
of  the  patient.  This  cure,  says  the  report,  was  effected  m  the 
presence  of  several  persons.  This  was  ^^out  twelve  years  ago, 
if  I  mistake  not.  Tlie  experiments  lately  made  at.  the  Hospital 
of  Lemberg  were  satisfactory  in  so  far  as  the  applipatipn  of 
electricity  had  the  effect  of  procuring  a  temporary  relief  though 
the  patients  were  not  saved  thereby.  Dr.  Essrogen,  who 
relates  this  fact  in  the  Oaterreichische  ZeitBchrift  fur  praO' 
tiache  Beilkunde^  is  of  cptmbti  %l£r  had  the  application  of 
electricity  been  continued,  a  complete  cure  would  have  been 
brought  ^bop^crr-^hil^.Jffi^A  qh^,  :i3urff::StpL':  v   .  i  ri 
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THOBA01L3f  1WII8  IS  PIATTBITIC  XFFXTStdS'. 


BT  9B.  SIHtlB. 


A  long  discussion  on  thoracenteus  has  occupied  the  Medi« 
cal  Society  of  the  hospitals  of  Paris ;  .  and  as  the  debates 
were  not  free  from  a  certain  degree  of  confusion,  Dr.  Behier 
has  made  a  critical  review  of  them,  the  conclusions  of  which 
may  be  thus  briefly  stated. 

Thoracentesis  is  indicated  and  ought  to  be  performed:  In 
all  cases  where  the  effusion  is  in  large  quantity,  and  does 
not  dinunish  rapidly  under  the  ordiuary  means,  and  still  more 
if  it  goes  on  increasing;  in  all  cases  where  the  patient  appears 
too  delicate,  too  weak  to  bear  up  against  the  long  process  of 
resorption  of  an  effusion  which  occupies  completely  or  nearly 
completely  one  side  of  the  chest;  in  all  cases  where,  although 
the  effusion  is  not  very  copious,  we  find  the  opposite  lung 
impeded  in  the  performance  of  its  function,  a^  by  bronchitis,,  a 
certain  degree  oedema,  etc.;  in  all  cases  where  we  believe  we 
have  to  do  with  a  patient  predisposed  to  pulmonary  phthisiSi 
whether  we  are  unable  to  make  out  its  existence,  or  whether 
we  have  proof  of  it  in  the  side  occupied  by  the  effusion,  or  la 
the  other  lung.  The  last  case  we  willingly  allow  is  by  ng 
means  &vorable. 


^j 
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Before  practicing  the  operation,  we  wait,  if  possible,  up^il 
the  inflammatory  phenomena  have  abated;  it  is  generally 
between  the  ninth  and  the  eleventh  days  that  we  expert  to  see 
this  abatement.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  inflammatory  symptoms  may  be  altogether  absent,. or  at 
least  very  little  marked  in*  a  large  number  of  cases  of  copious 
effusions,  and  that  it  is  precisely  in  these  cluses  that  sudden 
deaths  are  most  frequent,  as  they  are  also  those  n^hich  recover 
best  after  thoracentesis.  To  refuse  the  opetatioA  in  such  cir- 
cumstances on  account  of  the  slight  apparent  gravity  of  the  dis 
ease,  and  because  we  obsierve  neither  violent  dyspncea  nor  inimi* 
nent  asphyxia,  would  be,  in  our  opinl<M,  a  ^ve  fkijilt  od'tbe 
part,  of  the  physician.  These  cases  frequently  occut  in'persotiii 
of  litftle  vital  energy;  their  very  passivemess]  is  ofVen  -an  obsta- 
cle =  to  their  cure  by  ordinary  means.  Little  capable  of  under* 
going  the  process  of  abs<Mrption,  we  ought  to  aid  such  patients 
in  the  process,  and  thoracentesiis  affords  this  indispensible  assist- 
ance.—  JSdinb.  Med.  Jo%ir.j  from  Jimrn.  dh  Med.  ei  Ohirtirgik 
pratiques. 

SSPABJLTION  OF  LiGATUBES  IN  OPBBATIONS.  —  Young  SUrgeOnft 

are  frequently  puzzled  to  decide  when  a  ligature  on  a  given 
artery  should  come  away,  and  on  c(»iBulting  their  surgical  worke 
they  find  no  definite  statement  to  guide  them.  Mr.  Grisp^ 
some  years  since^  determined  f^om  a  large  number  of  cases  the 
following  averages,:  Common,  illiac,  18  to  35  days;  internal 
Uliac,  21  to  42;  external  illiac,  13  to  56,  Average  22  days' ) 
femoral,  IQ  to  45 ;  average,  18  days;  subclavian,  10  to  43;  average, 
17  days;  carotid,  8  to  48;  average,  21  days;  brachial,  ft  to  26; 
average,  14  days. — JEhleetic  Medical  Journdd.  •         ' 


isttlitattg. 


MM^ 


ATTBHXTATI0K8  AND  HIQH  FOTEITOIBS. 


BT  J.  B.  PIPSB,  M.  O. 


Pbovings  with  AxTEKUATiONfl.— I  am  pleased  witJhi  the  book^ 
("  Hale's  New  Remedies")  it  supplies  a  deficiency  that  existed  mth 
me  for  some  years;  having  used  many  of  the  remedies  for  some 
years,  rather  empirically,  but  with  success.  There  is  much  good  in 
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thifif  book,  and  a  good  deal  that  might  have  been  left  out;  for 
instance,  provings  from  attenuations.  Any  effects  from  attenuated 
medicines  can  only  exist  in  the  imagination  of  the  prover.  To 
have  drug  symptoms,  massive  doses  must  be  used;  the  system 
must  be  placed  thoroughly  upder  the  influence  of  the  drug  before 
any  one  can  say  that  such  symptoms  as  may  be  noticed,  are 
clearly  the  effect  of  tbe  drug. 

GusATrvs  PowKR  OP  HiaH  DiLUTiONS.-i— I  am'not  a  low  dilu- 
tioniflt^.  my  jteaohings  came  from  Hahnemann,  and  being  a 
praotdtioi^er  of.  our  school  for  over  twenty-five  years,  my  ezpe- 
rianee  satisfies  me  that  attenuated  medicines  cure  more  promptly 
And  certainty  than  crude  drugs  administered  in  drop  doses .  or 
jfrfictions  of  a  grain.  It  is  -tirue  that  I  occasionally  use  medicines 
as  low  as  the  first  decimal  and  have  good  effects  from  their 
nse,  but  the  good  effect  of  the  remedy  is  not  so  permanent 
aS'from  h^er  attenuations.  I  will  instance  Thuya  tin  small  pox; 
^[Minerly  when  I  used  the  tincture  or  third  dilution,  I  was 
much  longer  in  drying  up  the  scabs  than  now  with  the  two- 
hundreth.  I  have  had  much  experience  in  the  treatment  of 
those  cases  and  none  have  been  more  successful  than  I  have 
been,  having  only  lost  one  patient  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  that  it  has  prevailed  so  extensively  in  this  place.  I 
invariably  give  Thuya  two-hundreth,  as  soon  as  the  pustules  are 
fidl,  and  in  five  or  six  days  all  can  be  rubbed  off  dry,  leav- 
ing no  marks.  I  use  three  medicines  in  small  pox,  as  soon  as 
the  eruption  satisfies  me  that  I  have  a  case  of  small*  pox.  I  give 
Stibium  first;  after  three  or  four  days,  when  the  pustules  are 
filled,  give  Mercnrius  third ;  when  fnll,  Thuya  two-hundreth,  and 
I  have  no  case  on  hand  longer  than  fifteen  days,  unless  isome 
of  those  irregular  cases.|When  the  pustules  do  not  fill  properly, 
Arsenic  usually  does  the  work.  When  the  pustules  fill  with 
Iblood,  Arsenic  is  the  remedy  that  has  proven  successful  in  my 
hands.  In  one  case  where  the  pustules,  when  full,  turned  blue, 
as  if  filled  with  IncKgo  blue  water.  Arsenic  brought  about  a 
proper  condition  of  the  matter  and  patient  recovered. 


Attempt  at  Suicide  by  Dbinking  Chloroform. — ^A  doctor 
in  ihedioine,  forty  years  of ^^  age,  who  although  most  comfort- 
ably placed  in  the  world,  suffered  from  melancholy  and  hallu- 
cinations, in  a  (moment!  of  exacerbation  drank  off  10  grammes 
(2^  drachms)  of  fchloroform,    under    the  idea    that    it   would 


produce  speedy  death.  He  felt  an  acrid  sensaticm  in  the  tln*oat 
and  a  burning  at  the  epigastrium:  Emollientci  were  adnunis- 
tered  by  the  mouth  and  in  lavements,  and  abundant  currents 
of  air  were  admitted,  'the  stools,  which  were  soon  passed, 
were  much  impregnated  with  chloroform,  but  none  of  the 
symptoms  usually  met  with  after  inspiration  of  chloroform 
were  observed. — Med.  Times  and  Gazette^  from  Dhian  Med, 
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During  my  services  as  an  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  the  above  case  came  under  my  observation.  While 
ascending  the  Mississippi  River,  for  operations  at  Vicksburg, 
one  of  our  officers  carelessly  shot  himself  through  the  ahoe, 
slightly  lacerating  one  of  his  toes  at  one  of  its  joints.  On 
the  fifth  day  after  the  occurrence,  I  noticed,  while,  removing 
a  small  bandage  with  ceratum  arnica,  the  same  tp  be  sprin- 
kled with  small  parts  of  pure  metallic  quicksilver,  to.  about  the 
amount  of  half  to  quarter  of  a  grain.  This  man  had  been  upon 
the  binnacle  list  for  almost  all  the  time  of  his  sojourn  in  the 
ship,  principally  with  diseases  of  the  liver.  During  tl^pse  treat- 
ments I  had  learned  that  he  had  had  the  yellow  fever  twice, 
once  at  Mobile,  and  the  second  time  at  the  New  York  Quar- 
antine^ and  that  at  both  places  he  had  been  treated  and  saved 
with  enormous  doses  of  calomel. 

That  the  constant  and  excessive  use  of  mercurial  prepara- 
tions made  them  liable  to  be  retained  in  reduced  metallic 
form  is  matter  of  no  doubt,  yet  has  belief  become  a  certainty 
at  least  to  myself, 

I  had  used  in  this  slight  wound  nothing  but  arnica  lotions 
and  arnica  oi*  simple  cerates,  and  hence  in  so  other  wise  oould 
mercury  find  its  way  to  it,  unless  previoualy  located  dieire  and 
brought  to  light  by  this  accident. 

In  all  my  former  attentions  to  bis  ailments,  I '  had  always 
iioted  mercurial  poiiioning  the  basis  of  each  respeotire  malady, 
and  hence  Iodides  in  various  forms  constituted  the  main  bads 
as  renaedial  agents.  Those  taking  further  interest  in  this  sub- 
jeot,  I  refer  to  the  artide  in  the  American  Druggist's'  Ciroular 
and  Chemical  Gazette.  Rth.        (See  oy«r.\ 
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.The  folio  wing  is  the  article  referred*  to  by  our  correspondent : 
Mbtaluo  Mbscctey  F0XJin>  ix  BojrBS.— Professor  Hyrtl,  a 
celebrated  anatomist  in  Germany,  has  found  in  threo  qasea 
metallic  mercury  in  bones.  The  first  time,  about  twenty -fire 
years  ago,  whilst  demonstrator  of  anatomy  at  Vienna,  having 
found  in  the  bottom  of  a  cellar  in  which  skeletons  had  been 
macerated,  a  certain  quantity  of  mercury,  he  examined  sepa- 
rately, each  one  of  the  bones,  and  found  out  that  those  which 
contained  mercury,  belonged  to  a  man  about  whom  no  informa- 
tion could  be  procured.  The  quantity  of  metal  he  gathered 
on  shaking  the  bones  might  have  been  equal  to  a  spoonful. 
Three  of  his  co- disciples  gathered  also  a  few  drops.  Last 
year  Professor  Hyrtl  again  found  metallic  mercury  in  the 
skeleton  of  a  man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  which 
bore  traces  of  periostitis  at  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  left 
radius.  About  half  an  ounce  was  gathered,  but  it  was  iinpbs- 
mbie  to  find  out  the  quantity  lost  through  the  maceration  and 
perforation  of  the  bones.  Lastly,  Professor  Hyrtl  mentions  a 
skull  of  a  Malaysian  belonging  to  a  collection  of  skulls  sent  from 
India,  and  so  saturated'  with  mercury  tjiat  the  metal  would 
ooze  out  drop  by  drop  on  the  least  motion  given  to  the  skulL 
It  is  evident  that  the  mercury  thus  deposited  in  bones  must 
have  penetrated  in  them  by  means  of  the  blood  vessels,  and 
came  from,  mercurial  frictions  made  on  the  integument^  Per- 
sons .  still  disposed  to  deny  this  will  be  found  to  yield  to 
eyidencjB,  for  Prof.  Hyrtl  is  well  known  to  be  an  intelligent 
otserver  whose  words  merit  full  confidence. — Med,  and  Surg, 
Reporter. 
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ACTIOK  OF  OXYQEir. 


\,.:  JPhyHoloffical  And  Therapeutical  Action  of  Oxygm  on 
•AnimaUi  —  Demarquay  and  Laoontd  have  -made  a  seriea  of 
observations  on  the  physiological  action  of  oxygen  on  dogs. 
fEhef  foand  that  th^se  animiJs  were  capable  of  respiring  oxy- 
,gto  for  a  long  period  of  time  without  other  apparent  effect 
than  increased  liveliness  and  augmented  appetite.  They  then 
made  extensive  wounds  in  the  axill«8.  of  the  animals,  and 
vbeerved:  1.  That  the  wound  became .  considerably  congested. 
2.'  That  a  flow  of;  transparent  serosity   topk   place    from    the 
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injared  surface.  3.  That  after  long  exposure  to  the  g^, 
niimerous  petechisd  or  -  small  ecchymoses  made  thehr  appear* 
ance;  and  4.  Closely  similar  effects  were  obserred  when 
oxygen  was  directly  injected  into  the  blood.  The  injection 
of  the  gas  into  the  veins  requires  to  be  undertaken  with 
care;  but  it  was  found  that  nearly  two  quarts  could  be 
injected  without  killing  the  animal,  if  it  were  introduced  through 
the  vena  porta,  or  through  the  vena  cava,  below  the  liver; 
the  venous  blood  in  these  ^instances  did  not  appear  altered  in 
color,  the  spleen  alone,  as  though  it  were  a  blood -gland,  (an 
organ  of  hsBmatosis, )  acquired  a  scarlet  tint.  All  the  abdom- 
inal veins  became  turgid,  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the 
blood  in  these  parts  obviously  resulting  from  the  experimenti 
made  on  rabbits,  it  was  found:  1.  That  these  animals  could 
live  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  hours  in  pure  oxygen.  2. 
That  when  death  occurred,  the  muscular  system  was  universally 
engorged  with  blood,  and  had  assumed  a  peculiar  rosy  tint. 
3.  That  the  ordinary  difference  in  color  between  arteiial  and 
venous  blood,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Broughton,  was  per* 
fectly  well  marked ;  and  4.  That  in  opposition  to  the  state- 
ments of  Beddoes,  no  organ  was  found  inflamed  or  gan* 
grenous. 

On  applying  oxygen  gas  to  wounds  in  the  human  subject, 
no  acute  pain  is  perceived,  but  pricking  and  heat  were  com^ 
plained  of.  When  the  gas  was  injected  into  the  mucous  or 
serous  cavities,  the -same  sensations  were  produced.  In.  one 
instance,  it  effected  the  radical  cure  of  hydrocele^  When 
placed  in  contact  with  healthy  wounds  the  suppurative  pro- 
cess becomes  modified,  the  purulent  discharge  in  a  few  hours 
becoming  less  abundant  and  thinner,  the  granulations.,  siodaller 
and  grayer  in  tint;  but  on  the  removal  of  the  oxygen,  they 
assume  a  bright  color,  and  if  it  be  applied  several  hours  in 
the  same  day  it  may  induce  acute  inflammation.  It.  rapidly 
modifies  and  removes  the  inflammatory  circle  of  redness  which 
surrounds  ulcers,  eczema,  etc.  Oxygen,  when  respired  by  man 
to  the  e:^ent  of  twenty-nine  or  thirty  quarts,  produces  little 
effect.  Various  sick  persons  in  these  experiments  derived 
benefit  from  such  a  dose  daily  repeated;  they  perceived  some* 
time  a  little  heat  in  the  pharynx,  and  a  little  confusion  in 
the  head,  or  headache;  the  pulse  usually  rose  a  little  in  fre- 
qt^ency  and  force,  but  sometimes  fell;  the  appetite  improved^ 
and  there  was  a  general    sense  of  comfort    and  .  of  increasect 
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enfitgjt     It  does  not  appear  to  suit  those    greatly  exhausted 

by    supparating    wounds,    or     those    in    the   latter    stages  of 

phthisis.— nJSri^.  and  For.  Med.  Ohi/r.  Reo.^  from  Compter  Rendu^ 
1864. 


iNTRODrrcnoK  of  Air  into  the  Veins.  —  M.  Ore  has  recently 
experimented  on  this  subject,  (6az.  Hebd.,  1863.)  He  found 
that  though  an  animal  is  inevitably  killed  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  given  quanity  of  atmospheric  air,  an  equal  and 
even  greater  amount  of  nitrogen,  of  hydrogen,  or  of  carbonic 
acid,  may  be  injected  with  impunity  into  another  animal  of 
the  same  weight  and  race.  Oxygen  may  be  introduced  in 
almost  any  amount.  An  animal  which  would  have  been 
unaUe  to  j  bear  eighty  cubic  centimetres  of  air,  scarcely  suf- 
ferred  from  the  introduction  of  three  hundred  centimetres  of 
oxygen.  Death  may  be  prevented  by  the  use  of  electrical 
currents  in  such  a  way  as  to  provoke  energetic  respiratory 
movements,  even  when  a  quantity  of  air  is  injected  otherwise 
sufficient  to  at  once  destroy  the  animal.  The  author 
attributes  death  partly  to  distention  of  the  right  side  of  the 
heart,  partly  to  paralysis  of  the  muscular  tissue  of  that  organ 
caused,  as  he  supposes,  by  a  sedative  action  of  the  air;  he 
employs  electrical  irritation  of  the  pneumogastiics,  with  the 
view  of  preventing  the  latter  effect,  imagining  that  dilation 
of  the  chest  would  to  some  extent  remove  the  air  from  the 
heart.  A.  Merceir  does  not  admit  this  explanation;  the  yn9 
a  tergo  l^cessary  to  drive  in  the  air  with  sufficient  force  to 
cause  mechanical  distension  of  the  heart  does  not  exist;  and 
as  to  the  idea  of  a  paralysis  caused  by  the  air,  it  is  well- 
known  that  the  heart  of  the  animal  will  beat  for  a  consid- 
erable period  after  its  removal  from  the  chest.  Mercier  pub- 
lished in  IBSY  and  1838,  and  has  since  repeated  an  explana- 
tion which  appears  to  agree  better  with  the  facts.  Death 
from  the  injection  of  air  or  any  other  gas  occurs  with 
ratndity,  because  the  pulmonary  circulation  is  interrupted, 
becainse  the  brain  is  not  supplied  with  blood,  indeed  the  con- 
dition is  just  such  as  would  be  induced  by  a  prolonged  syn- 
cope. This  interruption  occurs,  not  because  the  heart  is 
distended  or  unable  to  contract,  but  because  the  frothy  mix- 
ture on  which  it  acts  does  not  obey  its  efforts,  but  passes 
with  great  difficulty,  or  not  at  all,  throngh  the  capillaries  of 
the  ptdnkonary  artery.    Such  a  difficulty,  indeed,  results:    First, 
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because  the  gaseous  molecules  have  little  affinity  for  the  walls 
of  the  capillaries.  It  is  a  fact  perfectly  established  in  physi- 
cal science,  that  the  passage  of  a  liquid  through  very  delicate 
tubes  is  rendered  more  difficult  by  its  admixture  with  a  gas. 
Secondly,  because  the  impulse  caused  by  the  contraction  of  the 
heart  is  only  very  partially  transmitted  to  the  more  remote 
ramifications  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  owing  to  the  com- 
pressibility and  elasticity  of  the  gas.  Thirdly,  because  at 
the  moment  of  contraction,  the  yalres  are  not  so  exactly 
by  a  gas  as  by  an  incompressible  liquid;  and  for  that  very 
reason  a  reflux  takes  place  with  greater  ease  from  the  ven- 
tricle into  the  auricle,  and  from  the  latter  into  the  veins. 
TPhe  author  has  found  in  the  inferior  vena^  cava  air,  which 
had  entered  spontaneously  by  the  superior.  It  is  also  possi- 
ble that  the  viscous  condition  of  the  blood  is  increased  or 
diminished  by  particular  gases.  In  accordance  with  his  the- 
ory, he  considers  that  if  death  takes  place,  as  in  a  prolonged 
syncope,  because  the  brain  is  too  long  without  the  necessary 
amount  of  blood,  it  would  perhaps,  be  possible  to  delay  this 
termination  till  the  heart  could  liberate  itself,  provided  the 
whole  of  what  little  blood  passes  through  the  left  side  of 
the  heart,  notwithstanding  the  obstruction,  could  be  carried 
to  the  brain.  For  this  purpose  he  recommends:  1.  To  keep 
the  head  low:  the  experiments  related  in  Bouillaud's  report 
prove  indeed  that  animals  die  with  greater  rapidity  when  the 
head  is  elevated.  2.  To  compress  the  axillary  arteries  and 
the  abdominal  aorta,  or  in  case  of  need  the  femorals.  A 
dog  into  whose  heart  he  had  passed  a  considerable  quantity 
of  air,  passed  four  times  from  death  to  life,  and  from  life 
to  death,  according  as '  he  pressed  or  not  on  the  aorta  ( one 
axillary  artery  had  been,  ligatured ; )  it  ultimately  recovered 
(Oaz.  Med.,  1838.)  He  considers  that  electricity  facilitates 
the  circulation  in  the  lungs,  and  should  therefore  be  used 
when  at  hand.  —  The  JSTew    Sydenham    Society* s     Year  Book. 

Gboss  Injustice.— <A  card  is  sent  to  us  with  the  following 
list  of  Physicians  charges: 

For  each  visit  and  medicine,  within  tbe  village,  if  paid  on  or 

before  the  first  Sttorday  night  followiig,        .       •       .    |0  75 

At  any  other  time, 1  00 

Kight  visits,  extra,    •...•••..•         60 
For  each  mile  outside  village, •  85 

2^0  Physiciaii  does  justice  either  to  himself  or  patrooi  by 
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aueh  charges.  He  may  get  a  large  practice,  but  cannot  afford^ 
at  inch  starvation  rates  to  purchase  the  requisite  books,  instru- 
ments  or  medicines.  Office  consultations  should  not  be  charged 
at  less  that  $1 ;  outdoor  visits  $2,  if  within  one  mile ;  $25  for 
aocouchment  fee.    Surgical  operations  at  double  present  rates. 


SINOUIiAB  CASB  OF  FBEOOOITY. 


On  the  12th  of  March  last,  I  was  called  four  miles  distant 

to  a  case  of  pnemonia.    On  my  arrival,  I  found  my  patient  to 

be  seemingly  a  small  but  well  developed  lad  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  of  age.    He  was  so  low  that  notwithstanding  all 

my  effort 8,  he  did  not  recover,  but  died  on  the  l7th  (a  week 
afterwards).  During  my  treatment  of  him  I  obtained  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  from  his  mother,  which  were  amply  corrobo- 
rated by  the  people  in  the  neighborhood. 

This  young  man  was  born  on  the  20th  March,  1860,  and 
was  therefore  but  four  years  of  age  I  For  the  first  six  months 
after  his  birth,  nothing  strange  was  noticed  in  his  appearance; 
when  one  day  his  mother  hearing  him  cry  as  if  in  pain,  hastened 
to  the  cradle  and  found  his  penis  in  a  state  of  erection,  with 
the  prepuce  forced  entirely  back  of  the  glans.  When  he  waa 
but  seven  months  old,  she  perceived  the  stain  of  semen  upon 
his  linen,  and  that  he  began  to  grow  very  rapidly  in  size. 

As  he  grew  his  voice  became  deep  and  sonorous,  and  at 
the  time  I  saw  him  it  was  of  a  peculiar  hoarse  bass.  His 
height  was  four  feet  six  inches,  and  circumference  under  the 
arms  thirty-two  inches.  His  head  measured  twenty-two  and  a 
half  inches,  and  was  peculiarly  shaped,  being  developed  from 
the  anterior  to  the  posterior  region  inversely  from  that  of 
ordinary  children,  and  almost  flat  on  the  crown.  His  skin  and 
muscles  were  coarse  and  hard.  The  arch  of  the  pubes  and 
scrotum  were  thickly  covered  with  coarse  black  hair,  two  or 
three  inches  in  length,  which  had  commenced  to  grow  when  he 
was  but  six  months  old.  His  organs  of  generation  did  not  differ 
from  that  of  an  adult,  but  the  spongy  portion  of  the  urethra 
was  rather  larger  than  usual.  His  face  was  covered  with  an 
incipient  beard,  such  as  may  be  seen  in  a  youth  of  eighteen  or 
twenty.  His  weight  was  about  one  hundred  pounds.  There  waa 
nothing  otherwise  abnormal  in  his  structure. 
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With  regard  to  his  mental  capacity,  his  mother  Bays  that  he 
knew  more  than  all  the  other  *  <5hildren  piii  together,  although 
they  are  quite  intelligent,  and  ranged  from  thirteen  years  down- 
wards.—Dr.  Burdett,  of  Belleville,  0.  W.,  in  the  Canada  Lancet 


MEDICAL  LETTEB  NO.  2. 


2/y  JDear  Friend — Your  letter  informed  me'  of  two  things 
that  are  ma:tters  of  sinoere  pleasure  to  me.  First,  that  you 
have  concluded  to  hegin  your  medical  studies  by  attendance 
on  a  course  of  lectures.  Formerly  it  was  the  practice  of  pre- 
ceptors, and  to  some  extent  still  is,  to  require  their  students 
to  pursue  a  preliminary  course  of  study  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  then  finish  up  by  attending  successively  two  courses 
of  lectures,  and  graduating.  In  my  boyhood  days,  a  student 
was  expected  to  pass  through  the  successive  stages  of  study- 
ing Latin  and  Medicine,  posting  the  doctor's  books,  collecting 
his  bills  and  compounding  his  prescriptions.  And  this  con- 
sumed not  less  than  two  long  years.  But  experience  has  de- 
monstrated to  my  mind,  that  a  beginner  in  the  medical  art 
will  make  a  much  more  rapid  progress  in  learning,  to  first 
get  hold  of  the  nomenclature  of  medicine,  and  then,  without 
farther  delay,  spend  a  winter  at  college;  after  which,  not  less 
than  three  years  should  be  employed  in  diligent  study,  with 
a  proper  amount  of  clinical  experience.  The  student  is  then 
prepared  to  attend  his  second  course,  and  graduate.  Much 
time  and  labor  is  wasted  by  those  who  attempt  the  study  of 
medicine  to  any  considerable  extent  before  attending  lectures, 
unless  they  happen  to  have  an  intelligent  and  conmiunicatiYe 
preceptor.  And  such  are  very  rare.  If  you  have  the  right 
teachers  at  college,  they  will  take  you  over  the  whole  subject 
from  the  very  foundation  up.  The  college  professor,  who 
assumes  that  his  pupils  know  anything  of  medical  science, 
except  the  bare  meaning  of  the  terms  employed,  will  not 
prove  very  instructive,  except  to  a  small  iminority  of  the  class. 

Secondly.  I  am  pleased  that  you  have  chosen  a  HomoBo- 
pithic  college  for  your  alma  mater.  It  is  greatly  to  be  ^re- 
gretted that  so  many  of  our  Homoeopathic  physicians  do  nbt 
ifee  the  necessity  and  value  of  patronizing  our  owh  schools. 
They  would  feel    very  much    chagrined  to  have  no  school  of 
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mediame  in^  the  country,  devoted  to  the  work  .of  t^aohinfif  the 
truths  thej  are  foUowiog  in  their  practice,.  And  yet  they 
know  that  wj9  can  never  estahlish  fir^t  class  medical  schools, 
until  every  H<»n(Bopathic  physician  gives  them  a  liberal  patron- 
age. Medical  professorships  in  our  schools  are  far  from  being 
lucrative.  Nothing  but  a  whole  -  souled  devotedness  to  the 
cause  of  medical  progress  will  induce  any  man  to  hold  a 
chair,  or  perform  the  arduous  duties  of  a  Homoeopathic  pro- 
fessorship. 

Now  that  you  are  at  college,  let  me  advise  you  to  be 
very  studious.  Avoid  parties,  theatres,  and  billiard  rooms,  as 
you  would  poison.  1  have  seen  more  than  a  score  of  promis- 
ing yoilig  men  utterly  ruined  by  their  contamination  in  the 
course  of  a  smgle  session.  Give  the  same  system  to  your 
studies  that  your  teachers  do  to  their  lectures.  Let  each  study 
hour  have  itfii  appropriate  subject.  Be  always  found  in  )^our 
seat  during  lectures,  and'  be  especially  careful  to  take  copious 
notes  of  each  lecture.  I  have,  found  in  subsequent  years 
nothing  affording  me  gi;eater  pleasure  and  instruction  than  the 
notes  I  took^  good  care  to»  make  during  my  college  course* 
In  all  my  subsequent  studies  and  lectures  I  have  found ,  these 
noie^  of  equal  value  with  the  best  of  my  text  books.  But 
besides  their  value,  the  process  of  taking  notes  will  give 
you  the  air  of  studiojis  attention,  so  much  desired  by  your 
teachers,  and  afford  you  no  time  for  sleep  or  mischief — things 
too  prevalent  by  .far  in  most  of  our  medical  schools.  Finally, 
do  not  think  because  you  are  a  first  course  student,  without 
the  possible  loss  of  a  parchment  before  your  eye,  you  need  not 
try  to,  and  cannot  be,  the  teist  student  in  the  class.  You 
are  seeking  a  calling  of  which  there  can  be  no  true  measure 
of  .its  importance,  and  yet  your  time  of  preparation  is  very 
limited,  iand  your'  qualifications  in  the  end  will  be  far  less 
than  you  will   desire.  ;  T.  P.  W. 


(^ux  €«Utp$: 


Ojjn  Coi,jMQ(E&  are  all  doing  well  this  winter.  Large  and 
intelligent  classes  .at  every  schpol.  ,     . 

Pkof.  Hi^ynMANN,  of  Philadelphia  College,  writes^  "  We  are 
well    satisfied   with  our    ol^ss,   jthan    which    a    more,  studious 


ipiteresUiig  wi^i  intelligent  could  hardl7  even  with  intentiimy  be 
brought  together.  It  is  not  numerous,  but  as  Channing  truly 
says:  ^our  influence  is  not  to  be  measured  by  its  quantity,  but 
by  its  quality,* 

^^And  80  God  helps  our  cause,  which  if  slow  in  its  progress, 
partakes  in  that  of  the  characteristics  of  christian  doctrine,  of 
which  it  is  the  application  and  exponent  in  medical  science." 


^  a  rutins. 


UiriTBD  STATSS  HOMCBOPATHIO  ASSOOIATIplT, 

At  a  meeting   of  the  United  States  Association  of  Homcso- 

pathic  Physicians,   (German^)    held  at   the  lecture   room  of  the 

Hahnemann   College,   No.  168  South   Clark  street,    1>t,  Ulricb, 

the  President,  took  the  chair.    * 
Dr.  Jaeger  officiated  as  Secretary^ 

During  the  morning  an  animated  discussion  ensued  on  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  monthly  journal  in  the  German  lan< 
goage,  to  be  devoted  to  the  promulgation  of  Homoeopathic  theo- 
ries. The  enterprise  was  supported  by  a  large  iiumber  of  the 
members,  and  on  the  question  being  put  to  vote,  it  was  deters 
mined  to  commence  the  periodical  at  an  early  date. 

Subsequent  to  the  discussion,  a  large  number  of  letters  were 
read  from  members  in  Philadelphia,  Boston,  New  York,  and 
other  cities,  to  the  effect  that  though  ihe  writerfei  could  not 
attend  the  Convention,  their  best  wishes  were  With  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  attending  physicians. 

tn  the  afternoon  the  discovery  of  several  new  remedies,  and 
combinations  of  old  ones,  was  announced,  and  the  qualities  of 
the  different  i!rubstances  discussed  at  some  length. 

A  general  interchange  of  opinions  followed  regarding  a  large 
number  'of  subjects  connected  with  HomoBopathy.  Msuiy  cases 
were  cited  in  which  a  perfect  cure  was  alleged  to  hitve  been 
made  upon  patients  who  had  been  given  up  by  AUopathio  Phy- 
sicians. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Society  were  then 
adoptfed. 

A  general  discussion  ensued  upon  the  tmbject  of  dysentery, 
duribg  whi^h  the  members  detailed  their  experience,  reponing 
a  number   of  very  interesting  cases. 
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The  Society  then  went  into  an  election  of  oflSoefs,  "With 
the  following  result : 

President— ^Dr.  Hering,  Philadelphia. ' 

Vice  President — ^Dr.  Brinstell  Newton,   Massachusetts. 

Treasurer — Dr.  Fellerer,   St.   Louis,  Ma 

Recording  Secfetary-^Dr.  Kniepcke,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Corresponding  Secretary — ^Dr.  Blumenthal,  New  York. 

Assistant  Secretaries  —  Drs.  Lilienthal,  Boston;  Luyties,  St. 
Louis,  and  Jaeger,  Chicago. 

Foreign  Secretary — ^Dr.  Lippe, .  PhUadelphia. 

A  profitable  discussion  on  Trichi  —  new  disease  —  followed. 
Dr.  Kuechler,  of  Springfield,  Uli,  reported  several  very  impor- 
tant case  of  this  malady,  ■  which,  by  vote  of  the  Society,  were 
ordered  to  be  published. 

A  large  number  of  physicians  were  admitted  to  member- 
flhipb  Apong  them  were  the  foilowing:  Drs.  Lippe  and  Hering, 
of  Philadelphia ;  Dr.  Blumenthal,  of  New  Tork ;  Drs.  Nieblungi 
Fellerer  and  Luyties,  of  St.  Louis;  Dr.  Kuechler,  of  Spring- 
field, and  other  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Minnesota  and 
Iowa. 

At  the  second  and  closing  day  of  the  Annual  sesuon,  let? 
ters  were  read  from  Boston,  Salem  and  Concord,  and  several 
new  members  were  elected.  The  following  subjects  for  iiih 
cnssion  at  the  next  meeting  were  selected :  Dysentery,  Diphtheria, 
Prichniac  Disease,  Caries,  Vaccination,  and  Incarcerated  hernia. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  next  meeting  at 
Cincinnati,   Ohio,  in,  June^   1805. 

A  number  of  topics  were  discussed,  of  much  interest  to 
the  profession. 

Several  very  important  cases  were  reported  as  follows:  Spi- 
nal Disease,  by  Dr.  Kuechler;  three  cases  of  Hydatids,  by  Dr. 
Walker ;  several  cases  of  female  diseases,  by  Dr.  Jaeger ;  Spinal 
Curvature,  treated  with  high  dilutions,  by  Dr.  Ulrich;  Chronic 
Lung  Affections,  by  Patwasser ;  an  interesting  case  of  Carditif, 
by  Dr.  Kneipcke,  and  a  number  of  other  matters  of  practical 
interest. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Kneipcke,  on  Vaccination,  which 
gave  general  satisfaction,  and  is  to  be  continued. 

Dr.  Richter  also  read  a  paper  on  Social  Infirmities,  which 
reeeived  merited  applause. 

Th^  Association  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Cincinnati^,  id 
June  next. 
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ILLIKOIS  MlSDIOAL  ASSOOIATXOIT. 


.    TrwMaetions  of  ih$  lUinais  Wmo^opcUhic  MedieMl   jistoeiaium,  1864^  with 

vaiuaUe  Fapert,  tie, 

^  * 

This  is  a  well  printed  volume  of  seventy-two  pages,  and 
does  great  credit  to  the  Association.  Our  colleagues  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  are  a  hard  working  set  of  men,  as  the  con- 
tents of  this  volume  show.  The  -Transactions  proper  is  not 
made  up  of  the  bald  records  of  proceedings,  but  embodies 
the  discussions  on  various  subjects  of  importance  and  interest 
which  were  brought  before  the.  meeting.  The  discussion  on 
'*  Spotted  Fever,"  contains  some  valuable  practical  suggestions 
relative  to  the  treatment. 

The  transactions  contain  the  following' papers: 

Catarrhal  affections  —  By  A.  E.  Small,  M.  D. — A  practi- 
cal paper  in  which  the  treatment  is  plainly  and  clearly  set 
forth. 

A  New  Method  of  Treating  JEVacturea  of  the  Mmur  in 
Children  —  By  G.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  late  Surgeon  in  United 
States  Army  —  To  the  practical  Surgeon  this  paper  is  invalu- 
able. The  difficulties  are  admirably  overcome  by  certain 
dressings,  (illustrations  of  which  are  given,)  invented  by  Dr, 
Beebe.  Five  cases  are  given  in  which  this  form  of  practice 
was  treated  successfully  by  his  plan. 

Physiological  Infidelity  —  By  R.  Ludlam,  M.  D<-r-Thi»  is 
an  able  denunciation  of  the  Physicians  who  ignore  the  facts 
of  pathology,  and  their  bearings  on  the  treatment  of  the 
sick.  It  will  repay  the  pbyiucian  to  carefully  read  and  pon- 
der over  this  paper.  ^ 

Hetroversion  of  the  Jlterue  —  By  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.— 
This  well  -  known  writer  on  Materia  Medica,  has,  in  this  trea* 
tise,  given  what  the  Homoeopathic  Physician  sadly  needed, 
namely,  a  definite  idea  relative  to  the  therapeutics  of  this  dis< 
placement.  The  treatment  is  divided  into  Mechanical  and 
Medicinal^  and  is  as  complete  as  is  possible  in  the  present 
state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  symptoms  and 
pathology  of  the  disease  is  also  treated  of..  This  paper  will 
be  appreciated  if  sufficiently  studied. 

Mctemal  Remedies  —  By  D.  A.  Colton,  M.  D. — The  real 
▼alae  of  external  applioations  and  mechanical  appliances,  is 
well  elucidated  by  this  writer,  who  gives  ample  reaspns  for 
atsistmg  our  internal  treatment  by  such  means. 
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Hemittent  Mver  —  Bj  E.  M.  P.  Ludlam,  M.  D.  —  Two 
interesting  cases  of  this  type  of  fever  are  given,^  ai/d  their 
successful  treatment. 

We  have  a  few  copies  of  this  volume  on  hand,  which  we 
will  sell  at  cost,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Illinois  Association. 
Price  50  cents. 


'  ■  ♦  ■ 

Letter  omitted.    See  page  23. 
FAttLILIAB    LETTSBS. 


^  •     Dr.  Charles  Parker*8  Communication, 

Panama,  N.  Y.,  Deo.  5,  1864. 

Editob  Homcbopathig  Obbbbveb  :  Dear  Sir — ^Feeling,  as  I  do, 
that  'the  interest  of  your  Monthly  somewhiit  depends  upon  infoif* 
mation<from  different  points,  I  will  contribute  a  short  article  on 
the  practice  in  this  section;  and  speak  of  those  who  have  con- 
tributed to  give  character  to  our  favorite  system  of  medicine  in 
our  country, 

I  think  there  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  larger  shftire 
of  the  true  practice  of  medicine  with  us  than  in  the  State  gene- 
rally. Nearly  every  section  of  this  county  is  permeated  with 
the  foot-prints  of  a  responinble  HomoBopathiC'  physician;  Ieis  we 
have  some  fifteen  in  the  county.  The  most  of  these  are  well 
read,  and  were  formerly  old  school  physicians.  Several  of  the 
most  competent  Homoeopaths  in  our  county  have  emigrated  to 
more  prominent  fields  of  labor,  and  for  more  lucrative  consider- 
ations.   Among  these  are   Drs.  L.  M.  Kenyon  and  E.  P.  Cook, 

of  Buflfalo;  Drs.  A.  W.  Gray  and  D.  T.^  Brown,  Milwaukee; 
Dr.  A.  B.  Spinney,  of  Saginaw,  Michigan,  and  others,  whose 
whereabouts  does  not  occur  to  my  mind  at  this  moment. 
Prom  the  first  introduction  of  Homceopathy  with  us  it  has 
been  predicted  that  it  would  soon  die  out,  but  at  this  tim6 
I  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  the  practice  T^as  never  more 
popular,  or  commanded  a  larger  respect  from  the  people,  than 
at  the  present  time.  Homoeopathy  became  the  practice  of 
several  of  the  leading  physicians  of  this  county  more  than  ten 
yifiars  -Ago.  I  humiliated  myself  so  low  as  to  investigate  this 
theory,^  and  test  the  attenuations  in  the  most  aggravatecl 
forms  of  acute  disease,  and  witnessed  such   uniform  results  as 
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convicted  me  of  the  truth  of  the  general  doctrine  of  the  law 
*of  similia  similibas.  I  at  once  discovered  wherein  I  had 
embraced  this  law  for  years  in  my  application  of  drngs.  The 
idea  of  attenuating  drags  interested  me  at  the  first  glance  as 
a  great  development  in  medical  science.  In  my  first  experi- 
ments with  the  specifics,  fortunately  for  me,  I  witnessed  the 
most  ready  and  unequivocal  responses  that  it  has  fallen  to  my 
lot  to  witness.  Several  of  these  were  in  croup,  pneumonia, 
pleuritis,  scarlatina,  cholera,  and  other  forms  of  violent  acute 
disease,  and  with  us,  as  in  all  sections  of  country,  the  intro- 
duction of  this  system  of  practice,  it  has  not  only  substituted 
the  attenuations,  but  abridged  the  practice  of  the  old  school 
largely  in  the  use  of  their  agencies.  Who  does  not  remem- 
ber when  almost  every  prescription  was  prefaced  with  a  gen- 
eral bleeding.  Then  came  the  jalap,  cream  of  tartar,  calomel, 
ipecac,  with  liberal  sized  blisters,  etc.,  to  rouse  the  organism, 
and  these  followed  by  narcotics,  denominated  anodynes.  This 
accomplished,  the  son  of  JSsculapius  felt  a  great  burdei^ 
removed  from  his  own  breast,  however  much  the  physical 
condition  of  his  patient  might  be  aggravated.  I  cannot  better 
illuBtrate  my  own  experience  as  physician  in  the  old  school 
practice  than  by  reference  to  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Qen- 
tiles,^  for  after  his  conversion  to  the  true  light  of  the  new 
dispensation,  he  declares,  when  going  down  to  Damascus  with 
death  orders  in  his  pocket  to  arraign  and  put  to  death  his 
innocent  fellow-men,  he  verily  thought  he  was  doing  God 
aervioe.  When  considering  this  point  of  my  subject,  my  mind 
is  directed  to  the  great  effort  made  to  prejudice  the  publia 
mind  against  all  systems  of  medicine  and  curatives,  except 
water  and  hygiene.  The  amount  of  books  and  papers  published 
to  secure  this/object,  may  well  be  called  legion.  I  know  of 
what  I  am  speaking,  ^and  am  willing  to  admit  that  there  is 
mndi  in  this  for  which  everything  is  Claimed.  For  one  or 
the  readers  of  your  paper  I  would  like  to  see  an  article  in 
its  columns  on  the  hydropathic  practice.  I  am  satisfied  that 
Homoeopathy  may  be  successfully  compared  with  and  defended 
againtt  any  attack  from  that  source.  A  personal  acquaintance 
with]  several  of  the  leading  physicians  and  writers  of  that 
school  warrants  me  in  saying  that  they  have  never  put  our 
praotice  to  the  test,  or  become  acquainted  with  its  theories, 
although  they  make  sweepihg  denundatlons  against  Homoeo^ 
p«thy*    We    can   hardly  expect  a  journal  of  the  jizc  of  thch 
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Observer  to  devote  its  columns  to  controversies  on  medicine, 
peither  do  I  think  it  profitable.  In  mj  practice,  (and  £  have 
had  mnch  to  do  with  water  and  hygiene),  I  find  them  to  be 
glorious  adjuncts  to  our  practice,  when  properlj  administeredf 
in  most  forms  of   disease. 

Yours,   etc.,  Chas,  Pabkbb. 


Xetter  from  Lewis  Dodge^  M.  2>. 

Db.  E.  a.  Lodge — 'Dear  Doctor :  If  you  will  accept  a  miscel- 
laneous  contribution  for  your  valuable  journal,  I  will  venture  a 
few  thoughts.  As  in  the  past,  so  (as  long  as  Providence  shall 
permit  me  to  live  and  labor),  I  shall  be  a  firm  friend  of  the 
true  principles  and  practice  of  Homceopathic  medicine,  as  I 
interpret  its  teachings  and  fundamental  principles  gleaned  from 
extensive  reading  the  past  twenty  years,  confirmed  by  nearly 
as  many  ^  years  of  general  practice,  and  as  long  and  varied 
experience  in  hospital  and  college  clinicSi  ad  usually  falls  to 
the  members  of  our  profession.  I  claim  that  our  fundamental 
law  underlies  and  is  the  basis  of  the  most  successful  practice 
of  the  so-called  regulars,  and  that  if  our  profession  can  be 
held  together,  and  the  professional  envy  that  so  often  oausea 
Physicians  occupying  the  same  fields  to  spend  their  time  in 
"bearing  false  witness  against  their  neighbor,"  that  ought,  to 
be  devoted  to  careful  study,  they  would  take  away  from  the^ 
antiquated  school  of  medicine  their  most  effectual  argument 
against  us.  We  cannot  expect  an  entire  uniformity  of  senti- 
ment on  all  the  questions  pertaining  to  our  most  intricate  sciences 
yet  we  ought  to  expect  more  of  that  sterling  and  rare  virtue, 
Professional  fairness,  enjoined  by  our  national  code  of  medical 
ethics.  The  continual  changes  noticed  in  the  chairs  of  our 
medical  colleges,  leads  to  bad  effects  on  our  system  of  medical 
education.  The  best  talent  requires  a  few  years  experience  to 
become  even  a  good  teacher,  and  if  a  Professor  has  some 
ffiults,  (and  who  may  not  have  som^,)  his  brethren  had  better,  ia 
kin^ess,  point  them  out  and  labor  for  their  correction  rather 
than  to  seek  his  removal,  and,  then  as  a>n  apparent  justifioa. 
tion,  resort  to  means  to  iojure  his  professional  standing.  I 
have  studied  law  as  an  accomplishment,  and  most  heartily 
endorse  the  sentiments  in  Prof.  Winslow's  medical  letter  No 
1,^  in  the  November  No*  of  your  Journal.  I  have  labored 
industriously  and  with  some  persbnal  sacrifice  for  the  promotion 
of  medical    science,    and    shall  ever    highly    esteem  the    tra« 
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pbysician.  I  believe  they  are  the  more  poorly.,  compeosated 
for  their- ever  unceasing  labors  and  anxieties,  than  any.  other 
class  of  professional  men,  and  for  this,  our  profession  are  the 
parties  at  fault.  :Your  journal  has  called  out  much  valuable 
clinical  experience  in  the  reports  of,  societies,  and  from  indi- 
vidual practices.  There  is  an  old  Greek  proverb  "{lis  aner, 
Eandies  aner,"  which  signifies,  "one  man  is  no  man."  These 
old  sayings  of  the  deep  thinkers  of  antiquity  are  more  pro- 
found than  is  apparent  on  the  surface,  and  this  one  tersely  and 
concisely  expresses  the  great  truth,  "That  man  is  never  inde- 
pendent of  his  fellow  man,"  Since  the  introduction  of  HomoBo 
pathy  a  new  impulse  has  been  given  to  medical  associations, 
and  as  a  result,  the  establishment  of  a  more  scientific  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery.  A  careful  examination  of  the  bills 
of  mortality  show  an  increase  of  the  duration  of  human  life, 
so  that  the  tables  of  expectancy  allow  an  average  of  two 
years  more  than  the  former  average  of  the  duration  for  an- 
nuities, etc.,  fifty  years  since,  and  a  reduction  of  mor- 
tality of  22  per  cent.  If  we  had  the  statistics  of  in&nt 
mortality  under  Homoeopathic  treatment,  they  would  show  a 
still  greater  reduction,  thus  giving  evidence  that  our  science 
has  materially  lengthened  human  life. 

A  careful  examination  of  this  subject  will  show  that  what 
man  desires  most  of  all  earthly  things,  tIz:  health,  is  secured 
to  him  in  fair  .measure  by  the  unnoticed  labors  of  our  ill- 
rewarded  prpfes^ioiL  In  the  lapse  of  half  a  century  twenty-two 
persons  s^ved  ^live  out  of  every  hundred,  all  of,  whom  must 
have  previously  .perished,  is  a  great  achievement.  j^I  the. other 
gr^t  improvements  of  the  same  timQ  <}an  hs^:dly  single  out  a 
life  they  have  ,sayed.  There  sphere  has  been  to  save  labor, 
i^d  many;  of .^  the  inventions  relating  to  war.  material,  to  destroy 
life.  If  the  benign,  principles  of  our  practice  could  be  adopted 
by  government  in  our  army  and  navy,  I  have  no  deiubt  many 
i(n  .unfortunate  soldier  and  sailpr  would  have  returped.  to  bis 
hofiie,  bearing.  thQ..  Umbs  uselessly  sacrificed  by  the  surgeon's 
kmfe,  when  pur  treatment  would  have  prev^ntecl !>t^e  setting  in 
of.  the  fiital  bospit^  grangrene^  or  arrested  it  Wpre .  the  .vital 
life  current  had  been  poisoned  by  it. 

Odr  Calendula  and  other  preparations  for  local  applications, 
worild  have  he^ed  many  a  wound,  leaving  hardly  a  percepti- 
ble soar.  The  fatai^  camp  di^rhcea  ^and  dysentery^  and  the 
various  grade?  of  typhoid  fevers  and  of  erysipelatous  inflam- 
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mi^ons,  diseases  of  the  lungs,  etc.,  etc.,  would  in  many  oase^ 
have  promptly  yielded  to  our  treatment  when  the  antiquated 
practice  has  entirely  fiiiled. 

Cannot  this  subject  be  so  presented  to  the  next  Congress, 
that  such    action  may  be    had  as    shall    give    us    the  care  of 
general  hospitals  in  which  our  practice  may  have  a  fidr  trial. 

Yours  fraternally, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  LEWIS  DODGE,  M.  D. 


|irs0iiaL 


Db.  E.  Bbown  Ssquabd,  the  distinguished  physiologist,  i» 
now  a  resident  of  Boston.  He  has  recently  removed  to  this, 
country  to  fQl  the  chair  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the 
nervous  system,  which  has  been  established  in  the  Harvarct 
University  Medical  College,  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 


TO    OUB    SUBBOBIBEBS. 

With  a  cash-paying  subscription  list,  very  much  larger  thaa 
we  expected;  with  a  corps  of  talented  correspondents,  who  have 
made  our  journal  interesting  and  useful ;  with  the  promise  of  aid 
from  the  pens  of  some  of  the  ablest  writers  in  our  school ;  with 
all  these  thingis  in  our  favor,  we  have  ventured  to  enlarge  our 
monthly,  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  price.  We  fed 
very  grateful  to  our  friei^ds  for  their  generous  support,  and' 
hope  they  will  aid  us  to  make  the  present  volume  fkr  better 
than  the  first. 

We  send'  the  present  number  to  all  our  old  subscribers  and 
hope  that  they  will  renew  their  subscriptions.  If  they  do  not 
wish  to  continue,  they  will  please  return  this  number  which 
will  be  sufficient  notice  of  discontinuance.  There  are  some  who* 
still  owe  for  1864,  if  they  will  promptly  remit  $2,  they  will 
receive  reoeipt  in  full  for  both  years  (1864  and  1865.)  And 
we  will  supply  the  journal  at  cost.  ($1)  to  any  friend  who  wiH. 
send  us  other  names  besides  his  own,  with  $1  for  each  subsor^ 
tion.    Single  subscription  will  be  $1  50,  in  advance. 
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▲FQOYNUM  CAXTNABINUM. 


ITS   USB  IN  COBTZA  OB    COLD    IN  THB  HEAD. 


Some  years  siqce,  when  ei^gitged  in  making  the  first  ded- 
mal  trituration  of  the  bark  (^  the  root  of  this  plant,  I  observed 
that  the  schneiderian  membr^e  became  affected  verj  similarly 
to  what  is  experienced  when  suffering  from  a  very  bad  cold 
in  the  head.  I  have  been  subject  to  severe  attacks  of  corysa 
from  my  childhood  and  am  qnite  familiar  with  its  symptoms, 
and  immediately  notioed  the  very  close  resemblance  between 
these  and  those  produced  by  inhaling  the  pulverized  Apooynom. 
This  experience  suggested  the  idea  that  this  plant  might-  prove 
curative  in  the  affection  which  had  been  a  source  of  annoy, 
ance  to  me  all  my  life.  The  first  opportunity  that  offered,  I 
tested  the  remedy  upon  my3elf  both  by  snuffing  and  internal 
exhibition,  and  to  my  great  delight  experienced  speedy  relief. 
At  least  I  had  so  nearly,  as  I  can  remember,  i^ways  found 
that  when  the  characteristic  dryness  of  the  nose  set  in,  it  was 
followed  by  an  exceedingly  irritating  watery  discharge  which 
lasted  for  several  days,  mostly  involving  the  eyes,  and  passing 
off  in  abundant  secnretion  of  thick  mucus.  But  when  I  used 
the  Apocjnum,  immediately  on  ej^periencing  the  first  morbid 
sensation,  the  disease  in  almost  every  instance  abated  and 
insensibly  passed  away  within  a  day  or  two.  I  have  frequently 
prescribed  this  remedy  for  infantile  coryza,  which  is  often 
fiital  in  very  young  children  by  interfering  with  respiration, 
and  very  generally  the  results  have  been  quite  satisfactory. 

Although  I  had :  poticed  years  ago  the  pathogenetic  ejects 
of  Apocynum  when .  ii^aled  in  a   minutely  divided   st&t^^  v;x<^ 
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sohneiderian  membrane,  I  did  not,  till  quite  lately,  meet  with 
^milar  effects  from  its  internal  exhibition.  About  the  middle 
of  November  last,  I  had  a  lady  under  my  care, ,  the  subject 
of  Ascites,  and  to  whom  the  necessity  for  tapping  was  then 
imminent;  she  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  avoid  the  operation, 
and  wishing  myself  to  gratify  her  if  possible,  I  prescribed  a 
decoction  of  the  fresh  root  of  the  plant  according  to  a  sug- 
gestion in  Dr.  Hale's  New  Provings,  a  small  table  spoonful  to 
be  taken  every  two  hours.  Towards  the  evening  of,  I  think 
the  third  day  after  she  began  the  medicine,  she  complained 
of  dryness  and  stiffness  in  the  nose,  chillness  and  general 
malaise.  She  asked  me  if  these  symptoms  could  be  produced 
by  the  medicine  she  was  taking,  as  she  had  not  exposed  her- 
self in  any  way  by  which  she  could  take  cold,  and  that  she 
had  never  taken  cold  in  the  head  bnt  always  in  the  throat 
and  breast.  She  discontinued  the  medicine  when  she  went  to 
bed,  was  somewhat  feverish  daring  ttfe  early  part  of  the  night, 
but  in  the  morning  all  the  syntptomis  had  disappeared.  She 
resumed  the  medicine,  the  syiliptoms  returned  in  the  aftern^oon, 
and  in  the  evening  she  finally  discontinued  it.  The  next  day 
t&e  coryza  had  disappeared,  followed  by  no  discharge  of  ma- 
•ous  or  any  other  effect  such  as  commonly  occurs.  I  had 
twice  given  the  tincture  of  the  root  to  this  lady  before,  in 
•considerable  doses,  and  although  I  was  always  disappointed  in 
obtaining  the  desired  effect  upon  the  dropsy,  it  was  in  both 
Instances  followed  by  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  she  being  past  the 
turn  of  life. 

I  would  remark  that  to  derive  benefit  from  this  remedy 
in  coryza,  it  is  prudent  to  be^n  it  with  the  first  admonition 
of  taking  cold,  to  persevere  in  its  use,  and  I  need  hardly 
add  avoid  such  exposures  as  tend  to  increase  the  disease  and 
neutralize  the  effect  of  the  medicine.  I  prefer  for  snufiing  a 
very  small  quantity  of  the  bark  of  the  root,  reduced  by  itself 
to  an  impalpable  powder.  J.  H.  Mabsden,  M.  D. 

YoBK  SuL.  Speikgs,  Pa. 


KOOTUBHAI.   ENUBSStS. 


In  the   -December  number  of  the   "Observer,"    under    the 
above    caj^tion,    is  the   rejwrt    of  a   Yery    interesting    case  of 
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'ifoctural  Enuresis^  from  my  register,  by  L.  S.  M.,  ren* 
dered  still  more  interesting  if  possible  from  the  fact  of  having 
baffled  the  best  directed  efforts  of  our  Allopathic  brethren^ 
The  time  required  to  effectually  eradicate  a  chronic  difficulty 
of  such  long  standing  is  usually  somewhat  greater  than  that 
reported  in  this  case ;  when  therefore,  in  a  very  short  time  a 
troublesome  disease  is  speedily^  cheaply ^  and  apparently  effectiuMy 

cured,   by  What  I     So  far  as  time  and   compensation  are 

concerned,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  offer;  indeed 
I  think  them  both  highly  commendable,  so  far  as  the  patient 
is  concerned.  But  in  the  name  of  Homceopathy^  I  enter  a 
j)rotest  against  such  practice;  that,  where  a  disease  apparently 
so  easily  conquered  by  its  spe<nfic  remedy,  should  be  of  no 
more  benefit  to  the  young  practitioner  as  «  guide  in  a  similar 
case  than  the  present  one  appears  to  be.  Tfie  disease  is  cured^ 
1  admit,  but  what  is  the  clinical  experience  resulting  from 
such  practice  worth  as  a  landmark  to  the  beginner  in  his  first 
researches  after  truth.  Benz.  acid,  Cantbaris,  Belladonna,  Hy« 
osciamus,  Podophyllin  were  all  used^  but  not  after  each-  in 
succession  had  failed  to  produce  the  desired  result,  in  which 
case  there  would  have  been  ample  justification,  and  cogent  j*eafiOQS 
for  their  exhibition. 

November  3 — She  called  and  reported  that  she  had  bad 
no  enuresis  since  taking  the  first  dose  of  Bens^  .acid.  Even 
now,  why  was  Benz.  Acid  not  contipued  alone  as  the  patient 
was  improving  as  rapidly  as  possible  without  any  *' adjuvants," 
I  contend  (and  I  think  the  majority  of  practitioners  will  agree 
with  me)  that  each  of  the  adjuvants  mentioned  would  have  been 
liomoeopathic  to  nocturnal  enuresis,  and  consequently  curative 
In  its  particular  sphere  in  certain  forms  of  the  disease.  I  fear 
the  majority  of  us  alternate  remedies  semetimes,  when  we  can 
not  give  any  very  good  reasons  for  so  doing.  In  a  great 
many  diseases,  a  single  remedy  would  embrace  the  majority 
of  the  salient  symptoms  of  a  disease,  and  the  clinical  expe« 
rience  of  such  practice  would  be  vastly  more  satisfactory.  But 
some  physicians  are  so  much  in  the  habit  of  giving  two  or 
.three  remedies  in  alternation,  that  instead  of  soiirching  for  a 
single  remedy  to  apply  in  the  case,  they  r-  invariably  lopk  for 
.two  or  three  to  use  in  alternatipn,  or  .what  ip  v^ry  muoh 
worse  to  use  in  combination  after  the  teaobings  of  "Jp'atber 
^^isculapius.''  I 

There  can  be  but  one  or  two  excuses  for  such  a  i£(tvj&s^^x 


,     ,t  tbo  root  of  a^l  »      j  presenting 
strike  ^re^^-^y  .*^  !  a  careless   l^a^^^  ^^    »^  of  ^ow- 
d  ^e^^^f'^rt    ^i^'-    "^'^'      Jutinism,  or  a  lack  ^^^, 

•  «^^  "'^^  "nd  amounts.to   ro^         ^.^essary   to 
,tiob  in  *«.'°  eat  essential  ^e!^^«opalh,  to  ^it,  ou        ^^^ 

^B  an* '®*^      ^ere  lie  an  ^  ^       coarse,  tor  ^^^sary 

^^"""^  ToSe    objection  ;%;ice    f..nish    a^l  tHe  ^  ^^  ,,, 

*<>''^"u    Viiont  anyt^-gUg  ^^  ^^S  "inpovinas  on 
fotmnla,    -wi  ^^^^  of  »ri     |_     ^^g  deadly         r  ^o^ 

nosis  once  ton"      aestruotion,    «  ^^  for  bis  g  ^^^^ 

*-^    '""t^oU  tal^t.^"aft«     ie  ''^"Z  ifS  >^^  *« 
Hom<BOpatb  ^       jemeaiea   aft«  ^^de,  and  s^  •„, 

«^nc  »--^-^  ^'tdTtb'  comp^jt^y ::; ,, ,«. 

aftfi*  *"     v-a  l»een  expended  V  tumble  *<'""„„,:vaitie8  of 

^'  ''^i.rie^  ^^**  -"'  T«r  sboVr«  tbe  "^^te  Medi- 
^«*^**'.'l  tearing  TC'^of  Bomoaopa^y  ^^S  ^  „«»ner. 
tbT  pio^*®**'  ..„-  tbe  claitnfl  01  "^         ^^^  la  sncn  »  ^^ 

*yy  P'««^Tbe  to  contribute    onr      ^^^  he  P 

tJiatBome  fe^  ^bo  ate   dest^ea         eriticise ',  mncb  m     ^^^^^ 
^''y  '^^tlt  J  ^  '""l  riTrepo^  cases    *^;"\v.oold  be 
""''"to^rf^-  ^^VtS  Medical  P-*«3;:7to  yo-ger 
*"l    X  a»4  ^°«'''''     net  as  to  be  a  ^f^^^^e  tbe  boaor 
*°  ^rf  in  Bucb  a  tnann^  ^    ^^^^^    ^^'Jereated  in  tbem. 
xepoij**  ^f  tbe   V^'^^^'^'Zor^  particularly   ^'J^^J^^,^  ^pon  too 

O^  ^^T^^V^-  ^^  "^  "  ,    ,   ,.at  I  ao  »ot 

.       ^'  ;'  i^  V,  ...  it  dUtincUy -^te^iUoner,  bu. 


I 


- — -^^■^■^"^"^     __^j  -W.,  »g<|* 

„  ts  CosffnP*^"®'!:.„„  flatulence,  too 
•«'««'r^nrys^-'^«ni^LixCr«  ''ft-'  td  ^^ 
T«gn^' 
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BOLETUS    PlirUS    IN     OBSTINATE    INTEBMITTENT* 


BT  O.  P.  MAvy,  M.  D.,  OTTAWA,  ILL. 


A  few  weeks  since  I  received  from  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  of  Ohi« 
cagp,  a  small  quantity  of  the  first  decimal  dilution  of  the  bol&tm 
jpinttSj  with  .the  request  that  I  should  test  its  alleged  e£Sx>aQy 
in  some  case  of  obstinate  intermittent.  Luckily  such  a  case 
was  found.  A  gentleman  about  30  years  of  age  came  to  me  in 
July;  daid  he  was  laboring  under  ^attacks  of  ague  every  few 
weeks ;  sometimes  quinine .  would  break  it  up,  sometimes  it 
would  not.  I  prescribed  for  him  twiee,  but  did  not  benefit 
him  any.  About  two  weeks  ago  he  informed  me  that  be 
«till  had  the  ague,  and  feared  he  would  have  to  leave  the, 
country,  or  die  with  it,  I  got  his  permission  to  try  the  new 
remedy.  Gave  him  five  drops  of  the  2d  dilution  every  threes 
hours.  Yesterday  he  called  and  .informed  me  that  he  had  had 
no  paroxysms  of  ague  since  beginning  the  medicine.  The  first 
dose  seemed  to  give  him  new  strength  and  vitality.  The  symp* 
toms  of  the  case,  as  near  as  I  can'  ascertain,  were  as  fol* 
lows;  — 

During  the  chill — Sudden  darting  pains  in  the  back  and 
limbs;  strictly  uneasy  feelings;  great  prostration;  cold,  pinched 
^sensation;  great  desire  to  :get  near  ^the  stoye;  unable  to  get 
warm;  numbness  and  dead  feeling  of  surf$ice,  with  desire  to 
use  friction  to  get  up  a  proper  warmth. 

During  the  heat  —  Gets  gradually  warm  in  two  or  three, 
hours;  headache;  flushing  of  face;  heat  of  surfiice;  great  languor; 
no  inclination  to  stir. 

After  the  paroxysm — ^DuU,  numb  sensation;  no  sweating. 

During  the  apyrexia — Bowels  constipated;  putrid  taste;   loss 
-of  appetite;  feeling  of  weakness  at  epigastrium.    The  paroxysmt. 
•come  on  every  second  day  or  every  seventh  day. 


SPUBIOUB    DIPHTHBBIA. 


BT  81IXTC  B0G1K8,  1L  D. 


Many  are  at  present  treating  a  disease  in  many  respeotf* 
resembling  diphtheria,  and  often  mistaken  for  it,  but  whieh. 
will  be  found  diftering  from  that  disease  bpth  in  its  nature 
mod  its  results. 
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..Par^lg  the  prevalence  of  smv  epidemic  it  is  usually  noticed 
that  there  is  a  strong  tendency  in  every  affection  to  assume 
some  appearance  of  the  particular  form  of  disease  which  is  pre* 
vailing.  When  cholera  prevails,  for  example,  there  will  be  an 
tmtlsual  number  of  cases  of  severe  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  which 
recover.  There  is  a  tendency  to  cholera,  but  it  would  be  a 
misapplication  of  terms  to  6all  them  real  cholera  cases,  and  so 
it  is,  I  believe,  in  epidemics  6f  diphtheria.  '  Throat  affections 
haVe  a  tendency  to  take  on  this  form  of  disease,  and  many 
which  ^  are  called  diphtheria,  and  are  even  treated  as  diphtheriaii ' 
ar6  nierely  exaibples  of  the  disease  I  am  about  describing. 

We  hear  of  one  man  curing  diphtheria  with  one  rfemedy^ 
while  another  id  equally  successful  with  entirely  different  reme^- 
die^  which,  if  applied  in  case  of   true  diphtheria,'   would   be 
uttdrly  inipotent  and  useless.    It  is  of  importance  then  to  dis^ 
tinguish  between  the  two  affections,  and  I  shall  now  endeavor 
to  dketcfa  the  characteristics  of  Spurious  Diphtheria.    In  a  recent 
outbreak  of  diphtheria  my  attention  was    drawn  to  a  certain 
class  of   cases,    which  presented  some  of  the  symptoms,    but 
never    assumed    such    a    serious    nature  or  called    for  such    a 
vigorous  plan  of  treatment  as  those  which  had  previously  been 
under  my  care.    In  the  oases  to  which  I  allude,    the  patient 
usually  complains  first  of  a  curious  feeling  in  the  throat,  as  if* 
a  pin  were  pricking  it,  there  is  languor,  with  pain  in  the  back 
and  legs,    sometimes  tenderness  on  pressure  on  the  outside  of 
the  throat,  just  under  the  jaw;  on  looking  at  the  throat  the 
tonsils  and  uvula  are  more  or  less  tumefied  and  of  an  angry  red 
color,   and   on  their   surface  small,   irregular   shaped,   yellowish 
white  spots  will  be   observed.    The  spots  are   of  an   aphthous- 
nature,   sometimes  two   or  three  on  the  uvula,   and  sometimes 
the  whole  palate  may  be  covered.    However  great  their  number 
maybe',  I  have  observed  that  their  edges  do  not  coalesce, — each  ' 
spot  is  isolated ;   they  never  look  excavated  but  seem  as  if  th^y- 
just  floated  on  the  mucus  which  moistens  the  throat. 

The  treatment  of  spurious  diphtheria  is  very  simple.  A  few 
doses  of  Phytolacca  dec.  in  alternation  with  Guaiacum^  and  a 
gargle  of  chlorate  Cf  potash  will  suffice  to  cure.  As  far  as  my 
observation  has  extended  it  never  proves  fatal.  Though  accom- 
panied with  debility  I  have  never  seen  it  followed  by  paralysis 
or  albuitninuria.  The  tonsils  sometimes  suppurate  after  an  attack.. 
A  pfttient  who  has  suffered  from  this  affection  may  subsequently - 
be  attacked  with  true  diphtheria. 
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.This  spurious  diphtheria  seems  to  be  most  prevalent  amongst 
young  females. 

I  will  give  in  my  next  the  diagnoras  and  treatment  of  true 
diphtheria.  I  have  treated  a  very  great  number  of  cases,  and  as 
a  usual  thing  had  very  good  success. 


GELSBlitlNUM    AKD    FHYTOLAGOA* 


GBL8EMINUM  IN  THREATENED  ABOBTION. 


Presuming  you  are  interested  in  all  facts  concerning  the 
progress  and  results  of  new  homceopatbic  remedies,  I  will  report 
a  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice,  in  which  I  was  led  to 
try  the  effect  of  a  remedy  you  have  so  fully  deiacribed  in 
your  work  on  •*New  HoAicBopathic  Proyings.** 

Dec.  12.  Was  called  early  in  the  morning  to  see  a  woman 
suffering  with  severe  labor  pains,  every  five  or  ten  minutes* 
She  was  in  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy.  Her  first  and  only 
child  was  born  at  seven  months.  A  little  more  than  two 
weeks  since  she  had  a  similar  attack  which  was  relieved  in 
about  a  week  by  a  homoeopathic  physician.  Pulse  full  at  80 ; 
fever   considerable:  gave  Aeon,   and  Bry.   6th. 

In  the  course  of  three  hours  I  called  again,  and  found  her 
much  troubled  with  nausea  and  vomiting.  Gave  Ipecac  6th, 
and  in  15  minutes  repeated  it.  At  the  end  of  the  half  hour 
all  nausea  was  gone.  I  then  lefb  Secale  cornut>  3d,  four 
drops  to  half  a  goblet  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken 
every  half  hour  for  three  hours,  then  to  continue  Aeon,  in 
alternation  with   Bell,  every  hour. 

In  the  evening  I  called  again,  found  no  change  for  the 
better;  pains  every  five  minutes  or  ofbener.  I  then  thought 
of  Gelseminum  semp.  Gave  15  drops  of  the  tinct.  in  half  a 
goblet  of  water  a  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

Dec.  13.  10^  A.  M.  Pains  very  slight,  not  oftener  than 
two  or  three  hours.  Fever  gone,  pulse  68.  Some  pain  in 
abdomen  upon  moving.  Continued  Gelseminum  once  in  two 
liours,   with  an  occasional  dose  of  Aeon. 

Dec.  14,  2^  p.  M.  Found  the  patient  at  dinner.  She  came 
running  up  stairs  to  see  me,  and  said  she  had  not  felt  as 
well  since  she  became  pregnant,  and  thought  I  bad  just  hit 
her  case. 
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I  was  induced  to  try  the  Gelseminum  from  the  great  stress 
which  you  laid  upon  it  as  regards  its  action  upon  the  circular 
fibres;  and  although  I  believe  you  do  not  mention  a  case  of, 
threatened  abortion  being  relieved  by  it,  I  thought  it  was  a 
good  opportunity  to  try  its  virtues,  and  of  the  result  in  that 
case  at  least  I  am  fully  satisfied. 

PHTTOLACOA  IN  DIPHTHXBIA.  AND   BHEUMATISM. 

I  have  had  equally  good  results  in  diphtheria  with  Baptisia 
and  Phytolacca. 

With  twelve  doses  of  Phytolacca,  8d  dil,  I  have  relieved, 
and  I  think  cured  a  case  of  chronic  rheumatism,  in  a  man 
nearly  sixty  years  old,  which  had  withstood  all  kinds  of  treat- 
ment for  eight  years.  He  says  he  can  hop  and  skip  now  like 
a  child.  About  a  week  after  I  commenced  treatment  he  walked 
nearly  a  mile  to  my  ofSce  without  even  a  cane,  a  feat  he  had 
not  been  able  to  accomplish  for  several  years. 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  good  you  have  done  the 
profession  in  the  publication  of  your  ^*  Provings.''  I  regard  it 
as  of  more  comparative  value  than   all  the  others  I  have  seea« 

Boston;  G.  M.  Peasa. 

AboTe  was  reported  to  Dr.  Hale. 


PHYTOLACCA  IN  80ABLATIKA. 


BT  F.  B.  MAHDBTILLB,  M.  S. 


Nov.  20th.  Was  called  to  see  Aaron  S.,  aged  14  years; 
found  him  laboring  under  Scarlatina  anginbsa.  Gave  Bell  5th 
and  lod.  Mer.  1st. 

Nov.  21st.  No  improvement.  Gave  Apis  mel.  3d  and 
Bell.  3d. 

Nov.  22d.  Fever  continues  to  rage  with  unnatural  severity; 
no  eruption;  nose  and  lip  very  much  excoriated  by  an  acrid 
discharge ;  slight  delirium.    Gave  Kali  bi  chrom.  3d,  Yer.  vir.  3d. 

Nov.  23d.  Rapidly  growing  worse ;  called  in  consultation 
Dr.  A.  Every  evidence  of  rapid  dissolution.  Gave  Kali  U 
•  chrom.  and  Hyos. 

Nov.  28d,  6  p.  M.  No  improvement.  Thought  I  would 
try  Phytolacca.    Gave  that  and  Prot.  iod  Mer.  2d. 

Nov.  24th,  9  A.  fi.    iSome  il!l!ipr6vement. 
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Nov.  24th,  4  p.  M.  Breathing  same.  Delirium  subsiding, 
throat  improving. 

Nov.  25tb.    Great  improvement  in  all  the  symptoms. 

Nov.  26th.    Same  still  improving. 

Nov.  30th.    Patient  discharged. 

I  have  used  the  Phytolacca  several  times  with  the  same  gra- 
tifying success,  and  would  recommend  its  trial  by  others  in  the 
profession. 

Db.  Nobman  Johnson  reports  very  good  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Measles  with  Phytolacca. 


HYDBOTHOBAX^ 

HYDROTHOBAX  CUBED  BY  APOCTNUM  CANNABINITM. 

Mrs.  Y.  R.,   Oct.  27th,  a  weak,  nervous  and  delicate   wo^ 
man  was  pregnant  with  her  second  child^  and  expecting  every 
day  to  be  confined.    Six  days  previous  to  her  confinement  her 
feet  and  limbs  began  to   bloat,    kidneys  ceased  to  act,  great 
dyspnoea,  and  a  dry  hacking  suffocating  cough  set  in.    Regard- 
less of  the  dropsical  condition  of  the  lower  limbs,  they  mistook 
the  symptoms  for  Asthma  and  allowed  the  disease  to  continue, 
expecting  every  hour  the  attack  would  yield.    As  she  steadily 
grew  worse  and  the  dyspnoea   increased,  they  finally  sent    for 
me.     I  immediately  notified  them  of  the  error  they  had  made 
and    informed  them  of  the  presence  of   water    in    the  chest« 
Gave  Ars.  3  centesimal  through  the  day.     The  following  night 
she  was  confined,  but    contrary  to   my  expectations  the  accu- 
mulation of   water  continued.     She  could   not  breathe  in  any 
other  but  a  sitting    position,   with  the   head    thrown  forward. 
The    coughing    had    increased    and    was    now  incessant,  great 
thirst,  scanty  urine,   small  weak  and  quick  pulse,  and  clammy 
sweat.    Continued  Ars.  and  added  Aconite  to  allay  the  fever. 
Next  morning  found  my  patient  even  worse,  if  possible.    The 
friends  were  very  much  alarmed  and  met  me  with,  "  well  Doc- 
tor, if  you  can  do  anything  to  help  her  it  must  be  done  quickly.". 
I   prescribed  Apoct/num  eann^    five    drops   every   two    hours.  ^^ 
The  result  was  satisfactory  in    the    extreme.     Next    morniog,      w 
aoscoltation  and    percussion    revealed   the  gratifying    fiict  that 
the  water  was  diminishing  in  quantity ;  and  the  4yspnoBa,  oough 
and  aqguish  rapSdly  yielded  to  the  magic  virtues  of  the   hem^^ 
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I  oommenced  its  use  at  a  time  when  every  symptom  pointed 
to  a  fatal  and  speedy  termination  of  the  attack. 

I  commend  its  use  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  in  Hy- 
drothorax. 

JoNBSViLLE,  Jan.  5,  1865.  H.  M.  Wabbbn. 


At  the  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  Homoeopathic  Med.  Society, 
December  6,  1864,  Dr.  Sweeting  related  cases  of ,  Vaccination 
from  vaccine  taken  from  the  arm  of  a  returned  soldier,  which 
produced  terrible  results.  It  was  found  that  by  vaccinating 
with  matter  taken  from  one  suffering  from  Typhoid  fever,  or 
Chronic  Army  Diarrhcda^  ulcers  and  terrible  constitutional  results 
were  produced. 

Dr.  Goedecke  advocated  the  internal  administration  of  Vario- 
lin  as  a  safer  and  better  mode  of  vaccination. 

Dr.  €k)edecke  related  a  case  of  Rhus  poisoning  cured  with 
Bryonia,  pronounced  Erysipelas,  and  treated  as  such  with  no 
beneficial  results,  by  some  of  the  most  skillful  physicians  of  the 
old  school  in  New  York  city. 


-^cuLXJS  HippocASTANiTM  IS  Hemobbhoids. — 1.  Mrs.  H.,  a 
Qerman  woman,  mother  of  four  children,  constitution  impaired 
by  Allopathic  purgatives  and  emetics,  had  has  Hemorrhoick 
for  twelve  years.  Nux  had  given  some  relief;  always  trouble- 
some daring  pregnancy;  a  small  vial  of  uEsc.  hipp.  cured  her. 

2.  Mrs.  W., '  mother  of  five  children,  robust  and  energetic^ 
thought  Hemorrhoids  to  be  part  of  her  being^  did  not  even 
mention  them,  as  she  coald  not  sit  or  lie  down  with  ease, 
had  to  be  pumped  hard  before  she  owned  them;  when  bleed-' 
ing,  had  somie  relief.  Cared  by  JE-^c.  hipp.,  two  weeks  after 
Collinsonia  can.  I  just  saturated  the  globules  with  the  tinc- 
ture and  ordered  four  gl.  four  times  the  day  for  a  week. 

R.  8. 


PoDOPYLLUM  m  JAtTNDicB.— Miss  C.  K.,  away  from  home, 
was  taken  with  jaundice ;  doctored  by  the  two  best  Allopaths 
in  town  for  eight  days ;  came  home  with  a  box  of  McLean's 
liver  pills  and  an  eight  ounoe  bottle  of  some  mixtare.  Skin 
beautiful  yellow  all  over,  langaid,  weak,  eyes  a  little  inflamed^ 
saw  a  green    or   yellow   circle    around  the  ]ight;  throat  dry* 
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Gave  Podopyllum,  1st  trit.  every  three  hours  one  powder  for 
three  days.  Jaundice  all  gone;  omitted  medicine  for  a  few 
days,  and  gave  Mercur.  viv,  1st  trit.  Was  entirely  well  in 
about  eight  days,  except  the  irritation  of  the  eyes  which  waa 
of  longer  standing.  %^  R.  S. 

CoRNus  Florida  in  Intermittent  Fever. — ^In  the  February, 
number  of  the  Observer,  I  noticed   aa  article  calling  attention 
to  the  Cornus  Florida,  in.  the 'treatment  of  Ague,    Since  then 
I  have    treated  several  cases  with    Qornine    3d.  trituration,  it. 
breaking  up*  the  disease  at  once.  .. 

The  three  stages  of  the  disease  were  present  and  succeeaed 
each  other  in  regular  order.  6.  £.  Ehingbr,  M.  p. 


tttJUJ* 


A    OASB    or   OVABIOTOKT. 


BT   B.  D.  JORIB,  X.  D. 


Mrs.  C ,  aged  31,  of  Alton,  111.,  after  consulting  many 

of  the  best  physicians  of  our  county,  and  finding  but  little 
encouragement  of  being  cured,  in  1856  placed  herself  under 
my  care.  In  the  year  1847,  upon  the  return  of  her  menses, 
after  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  she '  experienced  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  right  ovary,  which  continued  to  recur  monthly, 
growing  gradually  more  painfuL  A  tumor  was  soon  discovered, 
which  rapidly  increased  her  suffering ;  grew  more  firequent,  until 
she  was  seldom  free  from  pain.  The  pains  were  somewhat  in* 
termittent,  simulating  labor-pains,  severest  at  the  monthly  period^ 
continuing  for  spyeral  days.  On  partial  subsidence  of  these 
severest  paroxysms,  a  jelly-like  substance,  of  a  chocolate  color» 
would  be  discharged  for  several  days,  from  the  vagina. 

Upon  examination  during  the  pains,  I  foiind  a  large  tumor 
forcing. itself  down  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  lying  behind  and  to 
the  right  of  the  uterus,  and  could  be  elevated  but  very  little 
by  pressure  on  it  by  the  fiqgers  in  the  vagina.  There  was  no 
encroachment  on  the  lungs^  consequently  but  little  difficulty  in 
breathing  was  eicperienced.  The  uterus  was  crowded  over  to. 
the  left  iliac  fossa,  and  its  cavity,  apparently  obliterated  b^  ^tV:^^ 
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right  lateral  pressure  it  sustained  from  the  tumor.  The.  tumor 
was  undoubtedly  involved  in  the  substance  of  the  uterus  and 
broad  ligaments  too  much  to  admit  of  its  easy  removal  by  an 
operation.  During  the  absence  of  pain  the  tumor  did  not  de* 
ficend  80  low  down  in  the  pehric  cavity,  the  upper  end  rising 
up  as  high  as  the  umbilicus.  I  could  not  ofifer  the  patient 
much  encouragement,  but  at;  her  earnest  solicitation  I  resolved 
to  try  an  experiment  with  a  hope  that  it  might  at  least  afford 
temporary  relief.  When  the  expulsive  pains  were  on  and  the 
tumor  forced  low  down,  I  introduced  a  trocar  into  the  tomor 
through  the  walls  of  the  vagina.  I  inserted  the  instrument 
about  two  and  a  half  inches;  removed  the  trocar,  and  left  the 
aanula;  but  no  fluid  followed.  I  then  undertook  to  remove  the 
canula,  but  the  fibrous  structure  of  the  tumor  grasped  it  so  firm- 
ly that  it  required  considerable  force  to  extract  it.  I  contin- 
ued probing  it  (the  tumor)  every  two  or  three  days  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks,  when  I  succeeded  in  exciting  suppuration. 
A  soft  '  spot  was  perceived.  I  made  an  incision  into  this  soft 
point  through  the  walls  of  the  vagina;  when  a  large  amount 
of  jelly-like  substanoe,  I  think  a  quart,  was  discharged.  She 
then  rapidly  recovered,  and  remained  quite  well  for  three 
years,  when  she  became  pregnant,  and  had  fair  health  during 
g^tation.  After  her  delivery  and  the  return  of  her  menses, 
the  tumor  again  made  its  appearance  in  the  same  place,  atted-, 
ded  with  similar  symptoms.  Since  that  time  she  has  suffered 
intensely  all  the  time,  remitting  s6mewhat  occasionally.  Her  pains 
are  similar  to  and  as  hard  as  that  of  natural  labor.  The  tuinor 
is  about  seven  inches  long  and  three  in  diameter.  In  May, 
1862,  she  again  retutned  and  placed  herself  under  my  care, 
with  a  determination  of  having  an  operation  performed,  and 
the  tumor  removed  by  an  incision  through  the  abdominal 
walls.  At  this  last  request  of  the  patient  and  her  husband, 
the  nature  of  the  case  was  explained,  and  the  operation  dis- 
couraged. Although  it  might  succeed,  yet  it  was  the  only 
hope  of  a  cure  or  permanent  benefit ;  that  it  was  the  last  resott 
of  our  art,  attendied  with  great  danger  to  the  patient,  and 
responsibility  to  the  surgeon ;  that  the  operation  might  be  com- 
menced with  a  &ir  prospect  of  success,  and,  after  the  incision 
was  made,  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  abandon  it  on 
account  of  the  nattire  of  its  attachments  or  adhesions  to  oth^r 
organs;  that  if  all  things  were  most  favorable,  and  the  operit- 
tion  completed,   sh^   might  still  die  in    consequence  of  hemort'- 
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hage,  peritoneal  inflammatioD,  or  tetanus.  !{^otwithstanding  all 
these  discouragements,  the  patient  and  her  husband  de^termined 
to  have  the  operation  performed,  feeling  that  she  could  live 
but  a  short  time  in  her  present  condition.  Tkp  patient  was 
under  treatment,  with  a  careful  and  restricted  diet,  prepara<. 
tory  to  the  operation  for  about  four  weeks.  The  operation 
being  determined  upon,  and  all  things  being  ready,  the 
patient  was  brought  under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic,  viz : 
one .  part  chloroform  and  three  of  ether ;  with  the  assistance 
of  Dr.  Miles  and  Pro£  D.  McG^hy,  an  incision  w^  made 
commencing  about  an  inch  below  the  umbilicus,  in  the  right 
linea  alba,  and  extending  to  near  the  pubis,  ^bout  five  inches 
in  length.  The  peritoneum  was  then  snipped  at  the  i^pper  en4 
of  the  incision,  and  divided. on  a  director.  The  pmentun^  waa 
found  exjtending  over  the  tumor  and  adherent  to  the  abdotmi- 
nal  wall.  This  was  removed,  apd  the  tumor  exposed  to  view  i 
having  a  small  one  about  the  ob^  of  a  hen's  egg  on  its  opter 
side  involved  in  the  meshes  pf  the  pmentum^  which  was  at 
oncie  torn  loose  and^.re^pved.  The  large  tumor  was  then 
fopud  to  consist  of  tw6  large  portipns,  caast7icte4  in  the  mi^-^ 
dle^  and  could  not  be  said  to  have  any  pedicle,  4^9  this  smaller 
central  portion  was  composed  of  the  right  ovary,  broad  and 
round  ligament,  and  the  right  posterior  surface  of  the  utprus. 
It  was  now  evident  from  th^  extensive  adhesions  that  it  oould 
not  be  removed,  aad  Jt  was  deemed  best  npt  to  remove  any 
portion  of  it,  as  the  incision  and  laceration  would  involve  so 
much  injury  as  to  render  the  case  mqst  certainly  fatal.  *  It 
was  therefore  returned  to  its  place;  the  adbominal  wound 
closed  by  three  hare -lip  sutures,  with  interrupted  sutures 
between  each  two,  and  adhesives  strips  covering  all.  Then  a 
compress  was  adjusted  over  the  wound,  and  broad  bandage 
around  the  body  like  a  binder  after  l^bor.  She  was  then 
permitted  to  recover  gradually  fropi  the  inQuepce  p(  the  an»s. 
thetic,  without  the  use  of  stimulants,  fn  one  hour  she  had 
{Nretty  well  recovered  from  the  ansasthesis,  a^ d  .y9mited  a  large 
quantity  of  bile.  She  was  restless  (jirough  the^i;^lght|  frequently 
vomiting  l^iUous  mutter.  -a    ..    ■ 

,  First  day  after  the  oper^on  at  12  Mn  pulfe.l^O/vfith  gre^t 
,thir8t;  gave  a  spcton  of  ice  water  ey^ry  few  i^inu^^.  Aconite 
9d  dil.  ev^ry  t|fo  hours,  6  .]^.  M.^  JfP^^^.  9^  9JxA  &|t9ri^g.;  sor*. 
fi^e  of  body  hot;  vomited  once  ^inqe  12  <>'cj[oqk;  cooipiaii^a 
pf  fj^t  burning. 
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-  Second  day  —  6  A.  M.,  pnlse  90;  less  thirst  for  the  last 
twelve  hoars;  has  been  free  from  naasea  and  Vomiting;  has 
liad  frequent  spells  of  sleep  daring  the  night;  12  M.,  palse  90, 
fhll  and  regular ;  patient  has  taken  some  nourishment,  wound 
healing  by  first  intention. 

Third  day — 6  A.  M.,  pulse  84,  tongue  covered  with  a  whit* 
ish  coat;  slept  camly  during  the  night,  and  is  much  refreshed; 
no  suffering. 

Fourth  day — ^Pulse  78;  slept  well  during  the  night;  takes 
her  food  regularly ;  wound  healed ;   no  swelling  or  inflammation. 

Fifth  day — 6  A.  M.,  pulse  76,  slept  all  night. 

Sixth  day — 6  A.  M.,  pulse  regular;  had  no  sleep,  owing  to 
a  pain  in  the  side  from  coughing ;   appetite  good. 

Seventh  day— Slept  badly  in  consequence  of  pain  in  right 
Mp  and  leg;  removed  pins  and  stitches  from  wound;  wound 
ekitirely  healed,  not  st  paHide  of  suppuration.  The  boweU  wete 
topt  ftee  by  enemas  of  warm   water. 

T^n'days  from  the  operia  ion,  the  patient  was  entirely  coii« 
vktescent  so  6tr  as  the  operation  was  concerned.  At  thte  point 
her  old  trouble  comodeHfced,  in  almosit  its  full  force.  The-  pAuB 
cbtnmenced  in  regular  paroxysmi^,  coming  on  in  the  qrenlng 
imd  lasting  all  night.   ;     '     ;  ''    ' 

I  Svouid  say  here  'that  thie  small  turatyt  before  mentioned 
as  having  been  removed,  was  filled  with'  a  substance  of  the 
appearance  of  ordinary  faeces   but  having^  no   odor. 

Two  weeks  after  the  operation,  the  patieiit  was  able  to 
take  her  walks  and  rides  a:5  usual,  although  her  sufiTerings  had 
become  as  severe  as  at  any  former  period,  and  assuming  the 
same  general  character  returuiiig  regularly  every  day  and  last* 
ing  from  six  to  ten   hours. 

The  hope  of  relieving  my  patient  by  any  ordinary  processes 
of  surgery,  was  not  veiy  flattering'.'  lu  this  condition  she 
could  not  live  long,  ;niy  patient  was  not  yet  willing  to  give 
up'  without  further  tflorls,  and  at  her  and  her  husband^s  ear* 
nest  Bohcitation,  I  determined  to  iuake '  one  more  effort  to 
T^ere  ner  sufferings  and  if  possible' save  lifo.  The  only  way 
presented  to  my  mind^  which  oflcred  the  least  hope  of'fijllefi 
*ifik  to'  t>a8S^  a  tube  tiirough  the  wall  of  the  vagina  into  the 
ttmlbr,  so  the'  contents  might  escape  tiirough  it:  I  procured 
a  smkll  sUVer  tube  two  inches  in  length  a'nd  one  quarter  !ti 
caliber,  with  a  flange  'br  head  on  one  end  large  enough  to 
prevent  it  from  passing  through  the  oridoe  for    thd    body    of 
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the  tube.    I  placed  this  on  a  trooar  or  probe  with  the  flange 
next  to  the  handle  of  the   instrument.    I  took  the  instrument 
thus  armed  and  placed  the  point  on  the  most  prominent  part 
of  the  tumor  (which  by   the  expulsive  uterine   pains  had  been 
forced  well  down  in  the  pelvic  cavity.     I  then  forced  the  probe 
with  the  tube  through  the  walls  of  the  vagina  into  the  tumor^ 
placing  the  flange  on  the  tube  close  against  the  wall  of  the 
vagina.    The  dense  and  fibrous  structure  of  the  tumor  rendered 
it  difficult  to  force    the    instrument    through.     The   trocar   or 
probe  was  removed,  leaving    the  tube  remaining  in  its  places 
thereby  making  an  external  opening  or  channel  for  the  contents 
of  the  tumor  to  flow  into  the  vagina.    At  first  the  disdiarge 
was  slight,  owing  to  the    consistency  of   the    contents  of  the 
tumor.     This  discharge  gradually  increased,  until  the    contents 
were  removed.    After  a  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours,  the  paroxysm 
of  pain  entirely  subsided.    In  this  condition,  with  the  tube  in 
place,  she  returned  to  her  room  and  continued  in  the  enjoy, 
ment  of  good  health  for  four  months,  when  the  tube  became 
dosed  up,  and  the  contents  of  the  sack  began  to  fiU  up  and 
a  return  of  paroxysm  of  pain  as  before;  only  this  time  jiiore 
severe  and  protracted.    She  continued  to  suffer  on  in  this  con« 
dition,  confined  the  most  of  the  time  to  her  bed;  and  almost 
dispairing  of  ever  being  relieved  of  her  great  suffering,  except  in 
death.      In  May,   1863,  iahe  agam  returned    to  me   for  advice 
and  treatment.    I  now  determined  to  make  one  more  trial,,  by 
injecting  into   the  tumor  caustics  and  destroy  the  sac  or  walls 
of  the  tumor.     I   procured    a  large  trocar    with  silver  canula* 
I  for(;ed  this  into  the  tumor  through  the  vagina,  during  one 
of  her  severe  paroxysms  of  expulsive  pains,  removing  the  trocar 
and  leaving  the  canula:  through  this  I  injected  a  mild  solution 
of   sesqui  -  carbonate    of  potash.     The    contents  of  the  tumor 
were  soon  removed  through  this  tube.     I  continued   to  inject 
the  tumor,    gradd^y  making    the    solution    stronger,   xmtSl'  an 
ack^ute  inflammatory  action  set ;  in  this  inflammatory  action  extended 
to  the  entire  abdominal  viscera  for  about  one  week,  endangering 
the  patient's  life.    Aconite  dd  was  given  every  hour,  cOol  6om« 
presses  to    abdomen    and  the    patient   allowed  to   take'  small 
qoabtities  of  ice  watet  very  frequently.    t)ttring  this  inflammatory 
period,  the  tumor  was  injected  with  tepid  Water.     Suppnratibn 
of  the  tumor  now  took  place  and  large  quantities  of  pus   and 
affl^8iv0  matter    w«re  disoharged*     The,  discharge  became  so 
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ofibnsive,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  a  narse  to  re* 
main  with  her,  although   disinfeotants  were    freely  used. 

The  canula  was  now  removed  and  the  matter  continued  to 
discharge  for  about  three  weeks,  when  it  ceased  and  the 
patient  convalesced  rapidly  and  returned  to  her  home.  Her 
menses  returned  at  their  regular  period  and  have  continued 
ever  since. 

A  few  days  since — seventeen  months  after  returning  home 
the  last  time,  I  received  the  following  letter  from  her: 

**I  have  enjoyed  most  excellent  health  for  the  last  year, 
my  hair  all  came  out  and  has  grown  in  again  curly  and 
black,  so  that  you  would  not  know  me  from  a   young  girl. 


» 


JfUMiOTlONfi  FOB  VAOGIlTATIOir. 


BT  DB.  I.  OtJntB. 


tQBMS   OF  VIRUS.— fa)  Pauo   Lticpb    oh   Qijill  Points,    (b)   Liquii> 
Lymph,    (c)  Obusts. 

(a)  Dried  lymph  tipon  the  ecncape  or  convex  sur/aee  of  the  points  qf 
quill  segments. 

Having  made  the  skin  tense,  with  a  sharp  lancet  point 
crucially  abrade  the  cuticle.  Draw  little  if  any  blood.  Then 
rub  the  charged  quill  point  into  the  abrasions,  and  expose  ta 
the  air  till  dried.  No  further  dressing  is  needed.  One  quill 
will  thus  charge  three  abrasions. — {Dr.  MartirCs  method.) 

{h)  Liquid  lymph  in  capillary  glass  tubes. 

Pick  out  tl^e  cotton  from  one  end  of  the  chunk  of  wood. 
Depress  that  end,  and  the  tube  will  slide  out.  Crush  the 
ends  of  the  tube  with  the  thumb  and  finger,  and  warm  the^ 
tube  by  the  breath.  Blow  out  the  lymph  upon  some  hard 
nnabsorbent  surface,*— as  the  thumb  nail, — and  if  the  lymph 
is  not  all  employed,  it  may  be  redrawn  into  the  tube,  and 
the  ends  stopped  vnth.  melted  sealing  wax.  The  lymph  may 
thus  iie  preserved  for  future  use.  Proceed  as  in  (a),  except, 
that  the  lymph  should  be  )aid  on  the  abrasions  with  a  I^cet>. 
and  gently  pricked  in. 

(e)   OrusU. 

Rub  up  a  portion  of  the  crust  in  the  water  or  nulk,  or 
saliva,  upon  a  bit  of  glass,  to  the  consistency  of  thick  cream». 
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Abrade  as  described  in  (a),  and  then  lay  on  with  the  point 
of  a  lancet. 

In  cases  where  difficalty  is  experienced  in  making  the' virus 
take,  the  cuticle  may  be  raised  by  placing  minute  portions  of 
Cerat.  Cantharidis  upon  the  arm  or  leg,  and  covering  with 
adhesive  plaster.  AHer  the  blister  is  raised,  the  cuticle  is  to 
be  removed,  the  denuded  surface  dried  of  its  superfluous 
moisture,  and  either  the  charged  quill  points  rubbed  in,  the 
liquid  lymph  laid  on,  or  the  pulp  of  the  crust  put  upon  it. 
It  is  necessary  to  be  careful  to  expose  to  the  air  until  per- 
fectly dry. 

We  would  add  to  the  above  that  the  use  of  th^  Spring 
Vaccinator  saves  much  time,  economizes  vaccine,  and  when  the 
matter  is  fresh  and  pure,  there  seldom  occurs  a  failure. 


istdlaug. 


HOW  TO    TXAGH  ANATOMY* 


Having  tried  the  prevalent  method  of  teaching  Anatomy  for 
several  years,  I  became  psdnfully  conscious  of  several  grave 
defects,  one  of  which  I  shall  mention  here,  and  endeavor  to 
explain  how,  as  I  think,  it  may  be  successfully  obviated.  First, 
in  teaching  osseous  anatomy,  all  our  medical  professors  so  far 
as  I  know,  are  accustomed  to  combine  a  description  of  the 
bone  with  its  muscular  attachments  and  vascular  relations.  In 
this  of  course,  they  are  very  automatically  following  tjie  ar- 
rangements of  the  text  books.  But  such  a  course  subjects  a 
great  many  students  to  the  necessity  of  hearing  a  verbal 
description  of  much  that  cannot  in  that  part  of  the  coarse  be 
demonstrated  by  the  teacher.  Musc|es,  arteries  and  nerves, 
about  which  the  student  knows  little  or  nothing,  are  called 
up  to  his  imagination,  and  made  to  clothe  the  naked  bone  at 
will,  so  that  the  little  that  he  sees,  and  the  more  that  he 
imagines,  are  hopelessly  commingled  in  his  memory.  A  single 
lecture  on  a  single  bone,  may  have  described  in  it  ten  inus- 
cles,  four  arteries,  and  three  nerves,  to  say  nothing  of  viscera 
fascia,  &c.  To  the  student's  eye,  the  bone  the  professor  holds 
before  the  class  is  full  of  meaning,  but  regarding  ^W  Vcl^  x^^\^ 
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he  might  aptlj  saj,  ^'  my  dear  sir,  I  don't  see  it."  Such  a 
lecture  could  not  justly  be  called  a  lecture  on  osseous  anato- 
my. The  professor  is  teaching  regional  anatomy ;  a  study  which 
only  an  experienced  anatomist  can  successfully  pursue.  I  can 
not  help  feeling  a  profound  sympathy  for  those  new  beginners, 
who  are  thus  plunged  in  medias  res^  at  the  outset  of  their 
winter^s  course  of  lectures.  An  old  school  professor,  who  com- 
pounds all  his  prescriptions,  might  be  excused  on  the  ground 
of  habit,  for  giving  his  class  such  a  medley  for  a  dose.  But 
we,  who  hold  in  such  horror  the  conglomerate  mixtures  of 
the  "regulars,"'  should  learn  how  to  make  science  do  homage 
and  obedience  to  our  pharmaceutical  law  of  one  thing  (U  a 
time.  All  science  primarily  requires  in  its  study,  a  rigid 
analysis.  The  truths  of  nature  spontaneously  range  themselves 
with  military  exactness  into  order  and  rank,  and  are  capable 
of  being  so  studied,  though  together,  they  make  one  great 
whole.  "First  the  blade,  then  the  stalk  and  then  the  full 
•corn  in  the  ear."  Nature  says  to  the  student,  "  analyze  now 
and  combine  afterwards."  And  now  to  apply  this  principle 
to  anatomy,  let  the  teacher  begin  with  the  osseous  structure, 
;and  teach  it  as  though  it  had  no  relations  whatever.  Describe 
«ach  bone  separately,  referring  only  to  those  points  which  can 
clearly  be  demonstrated  on  the  bone  itself.  Then  put  those 
bones  together  and  show  how  they  are  joined,  to  make  the 
whole  8kelet6n.  Such  a  course  would  not  require  eight  weeks^ 
time  for  a  teacher  to  get  over  the  bones,  as  I  have  often  seen 
the  other  system  do.  A  skillful  teacher,  by  this  course,  with 
one  lecture  a  day,  can,  in  one  or  two  weeks,  put  his  whole 
class  in  possession  of  every  fact  relating  to  this  primary  de- 
partment of  anatomy.  These  suggestions  are  applicable  also  to 
preceptors  apd  their  students.  The  medical  novitiate  should 
first  learn  osseous  anatomy  before  he  attempts  a  study  of  the 
soft  parts.  For  reference,  they  are  very  properly  combined  in 
our  text  books,  but  should  not  be  so  studied. 

Having  tried  to  some  extent  the  above  plan,  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  is  not  only  superior  in  its  results,  but  more  in  accord- 
a^C9  with  the  true  philosophy  of  teaching.  Other  matters  are 
feseirved  for  a  future  paper.  T.  P.  W. 

CueVELAND  HOMCBOPATHIC   CoLLSGE,  ) 

December  2,  1864.     [ 
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Hian    F0TBNGIB8    AMONG    THE    XiOWIiY. 


Of  the  origin  of  medicine  in  earliest  times  we  will  not 
speak.  It  was  suggested  bj  and,  born  of  the  wants  of  man« 
In  the  construction  of  a  system  of  cure,  the  chief  lum  should 
be,  it  would  seem,  to  meet  those  wants.  The  early  schooli 
though  rude  in  its  practice,  and  wrong  in  its  tenets,  adapted 
itself  equally  to  the  hovel  or  the  palace.  If  it  carried  error 
and  disgust  into  one,  its  heroic  means  often  conferred  bene* 
fit  in  the  other.  But  in  modem  times,  with  the  vast  expert* 
enoe  of  the  past  to  draw  from  and  build  upon,  we  expect  to. 
find  in  a  reformed  school  the  pliability — if  we  may  i;u^e  tbo 
word — of  the  early  system,  added  to  the  highest  ci«ratiYO 
perfectibility  at  present  attainable.  The  school  of  medicine  ia 
an  order  of  mercy  and  of  charity,  prombing  aid  and  relief  to 
suffering  man,  whether  clothed  in  gold  or  ermine,  or  clad  iu 
the  rags  of  poverty  and  filth.  That  system  which  extends  to 
the  children  of  wealth  and  ,  refinement  perfect  curatives,  wbilo. 
admitting  that  the  social  leprosy  wd  wre^chednessi,  ot 
ignorance  of  poverty,  destroys  the  beneficial  agenqy  of  thejir 
5lrugs,  is  a  ^se  system.  If  it  has  ixot,.  or  if  its  membtera 
will  not  permit  it  to  have  an  adaptability  to  all  circumstaoio^sof 
social  life,  it  is  a  weak,  lying  thing  I  The  broad- ^ basis,  qf 
true  Homoeopathy  will  not  endure  this  interpretation.  It  ofil^; 
its  means  of  cure  to  rich  and  poor--Tto  refined  and  unrefii^d^ 
The  administration  of  remedies  differs  aa^  we  vary  in  our  .pr^- 
scriptions  to  the  insusceptible  and  the  idiosyncratic  The  deli* 
oate,  nervous  girl  might  receive  >7ith  decided  benefit  nvop 
vomica  200,  if  indicated,  but  would  you  give  the  heavy,  un- 
impressible  woman  that  may  succeed  her,  the  high  potency 
of  any  remedy?  Does  a  Homceopath  sin  grievously,  becausci 
believing  that  the  poisonous  odors,  and  impure  surroundings 
of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  would  render  inert  the  delicate 
•high  potency,  he  prescribes  the  Jirstt  second  or  tincture  f  Does 
he  lose  ccute  and  profescdpnal  respectability  becajuse  he  daret 
assume  that  the  miasm  qnderlying  all  our  western  diseases 
•demands  the  low  potencieai  to  secure,  expulsion?  We  mnul 
re-model  society — ^we  must  deanse  ili^  habits  and  its  houses  of 
«U.  their  filth  and  noxious  vapors — we  must  educate  the  people 
mad  teach  them  refinement-*we  mu^t  regulate  all  peculiaritiefi 
of  personal  habit,  temperament  and  disease,,  ere  we  may  hope^ 
to    indulge  in  the  exclunve  use  of  the  high  potenK&laiu    ^^E\m^ 
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limited  range  of  some  drugs,  the  micertain  aotion  of  others 
suggest  the  form  of  their  prescriptioo.  In  the  low,  wet  vallies 
of  the  Western  States,  Odseminum  acts  with  a  certainty  and 
a  range  truly  magical,  were  it  not  simply  curative.  In  higher 
latitudes  we  haVe  had  to  use  it  in  much  lower  dilutioiis  to 
obtain  results  as  satisfactory.  But  examples  are  without  num- 
ber. '  Visit  any  little  town  containing  two  Homoeopathic  phy- 
sicians, and  you  will  find  them  personal  enemies,  one  a  high 
dilutionist,  condemning  in  unmeasured  terms  the  sugar-coated 
Allopath,  whose  worst  retort  is  a  successful  practice.  This  ii^ 
a  sad  £ict,  and  speaks  volumes  to  the  medical  faculty.  We 
use  the  high  potencies — use  them  frequently,  where  we  can 
depend  on  preservative  surroundings  and  personal  indications 
— ^nor'do  we  oondenm  them.  It  is  the  men  who  make  ^'hob- 
bies'* of  a  angle  &ct  or  supposition,  and  ride  them  to  the 
death,  that  are  guilty  of  this  discord  in  our  ranks.  Three- 
fifths  of  all  diseases  wiU  be  removed  without  the  assistance  of 
medidne,'and  this  is  a  source  of  much  error  in  summing  up 
drug  effects.  But  if  we  could  only  crush  the  spirit  of  intoler. 
ance  and  bigotry,  that  seems  to  grasp  in  its  deadly  embrace,  (M> 
nlatiy  of  our  brightest,  highest  members,  and  have  wiser  generosity 
and  liberality  in  its  place,  our  beloved  school  would  still  ad- 
vitoce,  crushing  all  error  and  sophistry  in  its  onward  march- 
Let  our  "Doctors  agree  to  disagree,"  permitting  each  other^ 
while  cUnging  to  the  watchword  of  Hahnemann,  to  prescribe  that 
potency  which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  indicate  a» 
most  appropriate,  remembering  that  the  'mere  size  of  the  dose 
is  no  test  of  its  Homoopathicity.  jGtbombl. 


WS&OJJBY  VSt  THB    BOHES. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  Observer  I  notice  an  article 
quoted  from  the  Med.  and  Surgical  Reporter,  giving  some  ob. 
servations  of  Prof,  Joseph  HyrtI  of  Vienna,  upon  metallic  mer- 
cury in  the  bones.  I -have  personal  knowledge  of  the  second 
cade  mentioned,  and  can  fully  confirm  'the  statement.  One  day, 
in  April  of  May  1860,  I  was  at  work  in  Prof  Hyrtl's  private 
dissecting  room,  when  the  old  janitor  came  in  with  a  femur  in 
his  hand,  and  great  wonder  expressed  upon  his  face.  He  had 
been  drilling  the  bone  for   the  purpose  of  wiring  the  skeletoor 
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together,  and  as  he  perforated  the  spongy  portion  of  the  con- 
dyles, the  little  drops  of  metallic  mercury  began  to  appear  upon 
the  drill,  and  drop  upon  the  floor.  The  shaft  of  the  bone 
seemed  filled  with  it,  and  the  least  shaking  was  sufficient  to 
cause  it  drop  out  of  the  perforation  in  the  condyle.  Half  an 
ounce  is  a  small  estimate  of  the  amount  in  the  whole  skeleton. 
Little  could  be  ascertained  about  the  young  man  or  the  disease 
of  which  he  died,  but  even  his  very  bones  cried  out  agamst  the 
system  of  medicine  under  which  he  had  been  so  terribly  drugged^ 

Yours  truly,  James  B.  Bjipx. 

Augusta,  Mb.,  Jan.  17,  1865, 


What  Pbotkcts  thb  Stomach. — ^This  question  was  discus/sed 
apme  time  ago  by  Dr.  Pavy  before  the  Royal  Society,  fle 
stated  that , the  "living  principle,"  suggested  by  John  Hunter  as 
the  protecting  agency,  did  not  stand  the  test  of  experiment,  for 
it  had  been  shown  that  the  tissues  of  living  animals  might  be 
dissolved  by  the  stomach  secretion;  the  prevailing  notion,  he 
observed,  that  the  mucous  lining  of  the  organ  served  as  its 
source  of  protection,  by  its  susceptibility  of  constant  renewal 
during  life,  was  equally  untenable,  for  he  had  found  by  .experi- 
ment that  a  patch  of  entire  mucous  membrane  might  be  removed 
and  food  would  be  afterwards  digested  in  th.e  stomach,  without 
the  stomach  itself  presenting  the  slightest  sign  of  attack*  The 
view  propounded  by  Dr..  Pavy  was  one  dependent  on  ohemiqal 
principles.  The  existence  of  acidity  was  an  absolutely  eissentLil 
condition  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  act  of  digestion.  . 

Now,  the  walls  of  the  stomach  being  permeated  so  freely  as 
they  are  during  life  by  a  current  of  alkaline  blood,  would  render 
it  impossible  that  their  digestive,  solution  could  ocQur.  After 
death,  however,  the  blood  being  stagnant,  there  would  not  be 
the  resistance  to  the  penetration  of  the  digestive  menstruum, 
with  the  retention  of  its  acid  properties,  that  existed  during  the 
occurrence  of  a  circulation,  and  thus  the  stomach  became  attacked^ 
when  death  took  place  during  the  digestive  process,  notwith- 
standing  it  had  previously  been  maintained  in  so  perfect  a  state 
of  security.  Dr.  Pavy,  in  advocating  this  view,  brought  forward 
experiments  which  showed  that  digestion  of  the  stomach  might 
\>e  made  to  take  place  during  life.  Whenever  the  circumstanoea 
vwere  such  that  an  acid  liquid  in  the  stomach  could  retain  its 
acid  properties  whilst  tending  to  permeat.e  the  walls  of  the 
organ,  gastric   solution   was  observed.     The  question  of  result^ 
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ireeolved  itself  into  the  degree  of  power  between  acidity  withia 
the  stomach  and  alkalinity  around.  It  did  not  appear  that  the 
digestion  of  living  frogis'  legs  and  the  extremity  of  a  living  rab- 
bit's ear,  introduced  through  a  fistulous  opening  into  the  stomach, 
offered  any  valid  objection  to  his  view.  A  portion  of  living 
stomach  was  surrounded  by  a  ligature,  digestion  was  suffered 
to  go  on,  and  it  was  found  that  the  ligatured  portion  was  diges^^ 
ted,  the  remainder  of  the  organ  escaping. 

In  the  case  of  the  fVog's  legs,  it  may  be  fairly  taken  thalt 
the  amount  of  blood  possessed  by  the  animal  would  be  inade. 
quate  to  furnish  the  required  means  of  resistance.  In  the  case^ 
of  the  rabbit's  ear,  the  vascularity  of  it  being  so  much  less  than 
i^t  of  the  walls  of  the  stomach,  there  Was  nothing  unreasonable 
tn  conceiving  that  whilst  the  6ne  received  the  other  might  fidl 
to  recieive  protection  from  the  circulating  current,  on  accotmt  of 
the  disparity  of  power  that  must  belong  to  the  two. — Dublin. 
Medical  Preaa^ 


An  OuisrcB  of  Quininb  Administbbed  by  Mistakiu — ^Dr^ 
Taussig,  of  Rome,  relates  (Med.  Times  and  Gaz.)  the  following 
case  of  this : — **  Dr.  Hayler,  a  military  surgeon,  visited  in  bar* 
racks  a  soldier,  suffering  from  a  relapse  of  ague,  and  adminich 
tered  to  him  a  small  dose  of  sulphate  of  quinine.  At  the  same 
time,  he  directed  a  man  to  fetch  one  ounce  of  the  same  remedy 
from  the  hospital,  in  order  that  he  might  have  it  in  readinesa 
for  any  emergency.  The  man  received  the  bottle ;  but,  sup* 
posing  that  it  was  ordered  for  the  patient  just  mentioned,  he 
took  it  to  him.  In  the  presence  of  their  comrades  they  put  the 
whole  into  a  cup,  adding  sufficient  water  to  make  a  paste  of  it^ 
and  the  patient  although  he  found  the  medicine  uncommonly 
bittet,  did  not  leave  off  until  he  had  taken  it  all.  Dr.  Hayler, 
on  learning  that  this  enormous  dose  had  been  taken,  at  once 
visited  the  patient.  The  most  careful  investigation  left  iio  doubt 
of  the  fact;  but,  with  all  that,  incredibile  dictUy  except  a  corn- 
plete  deafhess  and  a  kind  of  stupor,  no  other  bad  effect  ensued, 
afid  no  Antidote  was  administered.  He  was  directed  to  the 
hos{>itaI,  where  he  remained  a  week  under  observation,  aind  left 
the  establishment  in  the  best  of  health.  The  ague  disappefared, 
probably  never  to  return.  I  saw  the  man  myself;  he  is  a  Swiss, 
niBlmed  Albitz,  aged  30,  of  small  stature,  and  of  a  strong  coilsti- 
tation." — Journal  of  the  Med,  Sciences. , 
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Mortality  in  the  Army  and  Navy  dub  to  Allopathic 
Medication.— At  the  recent  annaal  meeting  of  the  British  Asso* 
ciatiou  for  the  promotion  of  science,  presided  over  by  Sir 
Charles  Lyell,  the  great  geologist,  there  was  read  a  paper  contri- 
buted by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott,  of  Washington,  "On  military 
statistics  of  certain  armies."  From  an  abstract  of  this  paper  in 
The  Header^  an  able  literary  journal,  published  in  London,  w© 
gather  the  following  facts: 

The  mortality  of  the  United  States  volunteers  during  the 
fourteen  months  from  July,  1861,  to  August,  1862,  inclusive, 
was  at  the  annual  rate  of  7  2-10  in  every  hundred  men;  of 
whom  but  2  per  cent,  were  killed  in  action,  and  5  2-10  per 
cent,  died  of  diseases  and  accidents. 

Two  per  cent,  of  deaths  from  rebel  bullets,  and  over  5  per 
cent,  of  deaths  from  disease  and  accidents.  Wherever  Homoeo- 
paths have  had  the  privilege  of  comparing  results  of  treatment 
with  their  Allopathic  opponents,  they  have  demonstrated  that 
the  mortality,  attending  their  treatment,  is  not  one-half  that  of 
the  Allopath.  Hence  2^  per  cent,  of  above  loss  could  have  been 
saved  if  Homoeopathy  had  been  employed.  The  loss  of  life 
through  Allopathic  dosing  exceeds  the  loss  from  rebel  missiles 
of  war,  and  yet  the  &tal  drugging  system  continues  to  receive 
support  to  the  exclusion  of  more  rational  and  humane  Homodc. 
pathy. 


kUxxk  MtYuR. 


BELLADONNA  AHD   NUX  VOMICA. 


*A  Lecture,  delivered  before  the  Sahnenumnian  Institute  of  Philadelphia. 


BT  HBHBT  V.  lfABTI*|  Off  BUffFALO,  H.  T. 


Gkntlbmen — In  my  last  lecture,  I  gave  the  characteristic 
differences  between  four  remedies,  viz:  Aconite,  Phosphorus, 
Arsenic  and  Sulphur,  and  endeavored  to  show  that  in  the 
unmodified  form  and  character  of  each,  there  was  so  remarka- 
ble a  difference  that  no  mistake  could  ever  be  made  by  an 
ordinary  careful  observer, 

*PiibUahed  at  the  request  of  the  Hahnemaiiniaa  Inititate  of  Fhiladel^bSau 
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As  we  found  in  the  Aconite  girl  the  enthasiast  who  was 
at  one  moment  elated  and  at  the  next  overwhelmed  with  sad- 
ness, so  in  the  flow  of  her  blood,  her  face  changes  from 
blushes  to  paleness.  The  analogy  holds  good  also  in  sickness, 
for  in  a  recumbent  position  her  face  is  red,  while,  immediately 
upon  a  change  of  position  to  a  sitting  posture  there  is  extreme 
paleness  and  fidnting.  She  therefore  belongs  to  the  emotional 
type. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Phosphorus  man  is  habitually  gay  and 
elated,  when  depressed  it  forms  an  exception,  his  face  is  always 
suffused  and  rosy,  and  when  diseased  the  redness  becomes 
circumscribed. 

Still  different  is  the  Arsenic  man  with  his  unchanging  austere 
face,  without  the  color  of  Aconite  or  of  Phosphorus.  His 
nature  hard  as  his  skin,  his  innate  selfishness  so  impressed  the 
vital  powers  that  he  hugs  to  his  inmost  self  all  the  vital 
fluids,  and  always  seeks  external  warmth  or  artificial  heat. 
While  the  Aconite  girl  and  Phosphorus  man  seek  to  give 
away  their  c^oric,  the  Arsenic  man  seeks  to  retain  all  he  has 
and  absorb  more  from  exterior  objects.  The  Aconite  and  Phos- 
phorus persons  therefore  seek  the  open  air,  while  the  Arsenic 
person  seeks  the  warm  air  of  the  room  and  heat  of  the  stove. 
Aconite  and  Phosphorus  are  generous,  while  Arsenic  is  selfish. 
If  we  keep  the  picture  of  each  remedy  in  our  minds,  as 
represented  by  a  personality — in  their  moral,  mental  and  physi- 
cal aspects,  we  can  with  considerable  certainty,  know  which 
remedy  will  act  with  most  power  upon  certain  individuals,  or 
rather  what  remedy  the  patient  is  most  susceptible    to. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  modifications  of  these  pictures,' 
so  that  it  may  be  difficult  to  tell  in  all  cases,  which  system 
predominates,  still  I  believe  that  he  who  can  best  individualize 
the  mental,  moral  and  physical  person,  and  at  sight  tell  which 
predominates  wHI  be  the  best  practitioner. 

To  illustrate,  for  I  desire  to  make  this  point  clear,  as  the 
study  of  Materia  Medica,  according  to  this  idea,  rests  entirely 
upon  this  foundation.  What  is  the  Aconite  disease?  It  is 
restless,  changeable,  exstatic  in  its  delirium,  laughing  and  sing- 
ing and  then  weeping. 

What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  person  susceptible  to 
the  Aconite  medicine?  Enthusiastic,  charitable,  merry  and  ex- 
static.  Now  fresh  and  blooming,  now  pale  and  sad,  and  so 
when  this  person  is  sick  she  is  liable  to  have  Aconite  symp- 
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toms,     I    mean  in  any    ordinary  acute   disease,    and    here  the 
great  law  of  cure  "similia  similibus  curantur'*   applies. 

The  subject  of  this  lecture  will  comprise  a  comparison 
between  Belladonna  and  Nux  yomica.  The  persons  representing 
these  drugs  will  be  found  to  differ  materially  in  their  mental, 
moral  and  physical  constitutions  from  each  other  and  from 
either  of  the  four  drugs  already  described. 

The  Belladonna  person  has  a  full,   well-rounded,  very  red 
face,    a    snub    nose,  short   neck,  large  belly,  thick    fat    hands, 
short    fingers,    not   tapered,    and    square    shaped    finger    nails. 
He  is  not  liable  to  tuberculous  diseases.     The  almond  shaped 
or  oval    finger  nails    always    indicate    a   tuberculous    diathesis. 
He  is  eminently  a  jolly    individual.     He  likes  practical  jokes, 
especially  if  they  are  perpetrated  upon  others.    He  enjoys  the 
ludicrous,  and  when    he '  laughs    he  laughs    all  over ;   his   face 
becomes,   if  possible,    more    suffused,  his  belly   shakes  and  be 
holds  his  hands  to  his  sides.     He   is  veiy  much  coarser  than 
the  Aconite  person,  both  in  the    texture  of    his  skin  and.  his 
mental  functions,    and  desires.     He  is  more  fond  of  the   bar- 
room and  horse  stable  than  of  fashionable  life.     He  is  a  good 
horse-jockey,   tavern-keeper,   and  stage-driver,    and  if  his  desires 
are    fully  satisfied,    he    will    own  a  good    stallion.     When  he 
trades  horses,  he  don't  mean  to  get  cheated;  he   depends   on 
his  own  judgment.    He  has  great  fondness  for  tobacco  and  for 
spirituous    liquor.     He    is    high    tempered    and    irrascible,    but 
generous   in  his  impulses  and  cannot  withstand  the  appeals  of 
poverty    or  of  his  own  passions,  he  is  therefbr'e    liable  tp  be 
led  into  indiscretions.    His  fondness  for  the  opposite  sex  le^ds 
him  to  choose  more    from    domestic   females    than  from  those 
who  lead  a  &shionable  life.    The  one  who  can  make  his  bed  the 
most    comfortable    and  his  table    the    most    bountiful,   will  be 
the  choice  of  the  Belladonna  man,  for  he  has  great    fondness 
for    home    and    its    comforts.     If  his  impulses    lead    him  into 
indiscretions  he  is  shrewd  enough  to  hunt  up  the  Suljphur  man 
who  having  no  character    to  lose,  will,  for  a  small  bonus,  ac- 
knowledge himself  the  parent,    and  thereby    without   labor  or 
moral  inconvenience  get  a  few  more  dollars,  wherewith  to  pur- 
chase his  accustomed  drink.    The  Belladonna  man  is  far  f^om 
being  haughty.    He  is  the  man  that  we  always  find  in  the  sales 
stables,   with  his    hands    in    his    pantaloons  pockets,    admiring 
good   horses.      As  a  tavern-keeper,    he  is    the  jolly   Bonifa<?^^ 
always  popular  and  sets  a  good  table* 
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All  those  who  have  read  Dickens'  Pickwick  papers,  will 
find  a  good  ideal  representative  of  the  Belladonna  man  in  old 
Weller,  who  always  advised  his  son  Samuel  to  "bevare  of  the 
vldders." 

The  best  representative  disease  of  Belladonna  is  scarlet  fever- 
Here  let  me  remark,  that  it  has  become  a  habit  of  many 
Homoeopathic  physicians  to  give  Belladonna  in  every  case  that 
they  diagnose  scarlet  fever,  regardless  of  the  jymptoms,  simply 
because  it  is  scarlet  fever.  This  is  neither  more  or  less  than 
genuine  Allopathic  practice.  If  Homoeopathy  is  true  at  all,  it 
is  true  in  all  its  parts,  and  it  will  cure  all  conditions  of  func- 
tional disease,  provided  there  is  enough  of  vital  force  left  in 
the  system  to  react;  so  when  we  have  to  use  other  means  of 
reKef  besides  true  Homoeopathy,  it  is  not  because  the  principle 
of  Homoeopathy  is  not  true,  but  because  we  have  not  arrived 
at  tliat  state  of  perfection  in  the  knowledge  of  the  applica- 
tions of  the  principle,  to  enable  us  to  secure  the  desired  end, 
without  resort  to  external  applications  and  to  surgery.  I  wish 
it  to  be  remembered  that  I  say  functional  diseases^  not  acci- 
dents. Scarlet  fever,  to  be  cured  by  Belladonna,  must  have  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  following  group  of  symptoms. 

Smooth,  even  shining  redness  of  the  skin  with  heat  and 
swelling  of  the  parts ;  the  color  is  very  much  that  of  a  boiled 
lobster,  the  redness  is  not  circumscribed,  but  is  diffused  over 
the  whole  surface.  Eyes  sparkling  red  and  glistening  or  dim 
according  to  the  stage  of  the  disease,  sometimes  a  wild  un- 
steady look.  Headache,  sometimes  with  loss  of  conciousnesB 
and  furious  delirium.  The  glare  of  light  aggravates  the  eyes ; 
pupils  dilated  and  immovable.  The  mouth  dry,  hot  and  red 
and  inflamed;  tongue  hot,  dry  and  bright  fiery  red  and  glossy, 
with  the  papillae  raised,  making  what  is  usually  known  as  a 
strawberry  tongue.  Throat  dry,  hot,  bright  red  and  inflamed 
with  dryness  and  burning  in  the  sesophagus  and  sensation  of 
constriction  in  the  throat.  The  patient  cannot  swallow  drinks 
or  saliva.  Pulse  full,  hard,  strong  and  rapid;  sometimes  globu- 
lar, this  is  a  characteristic  Belladonna  pulse;  placing  three 
fingers  over  the  radial  artery  there  is  a  feeling  as  though 
distinct  globules  passed  under  each  finger. 

The  scarlet  fever  of  the  present  day  usually  has  raised 
pimples  or  sometimes  a  vesicular  eruption  mixed  with  the 
smooth  red  surfkce.     In  such  cases  it  is  useless   to  give  Bel- 
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ladonna  for  it  has  no  such  indication    in    its   provings.    Rhua 
toz.  would  be  more  likely  to  suit  suoh  cases. 

The  next  remedy  which  claims  our  attention,  is  Nux  vomica., 
This  man  is  large,  powerful  and  muscular,  neither  slender  nor 
fat.  He  has,  probably,  the  most  powerful  nervous  organization 
of  any  of  the  human  species.  He  is  possessed  -of  a  strongs 
will,  and  is  obstinate  and  determined.  He  accoifaplishes  great 
results.  His  features  are  prominent  and  heavy:  His  skin  la 
coarse,  his  nose  is  long  and  large  and  he  has  heavy  over^ 
hanging  eyebrows.  He  has  a  long  tipper  lip  and  a  large  broad 
ehin.  His  hair  is  coarse,  harsh  and  dark ;  his  eyes  are  dark 
and  deep  set.  He  has  a  gloomy  expression  of  countenance,, 
and  carries  his  head  a  little  inclined  forward,  and  not  erect 
or  backward  like  the  Phosphorus  man.  He  is  a  hard  student 
and  a  profuse  thinker.  His  passions  are  strong,  but  when  in 
health  his  strong  will-power  keeps  them  in  check,  provided 
he  has  grown  up  undei^  proper  moral  influences.  He  is  capable 
of  being  a  great  and  good  man  or  of  being  a  great  rascal. 
He  is  often  addicted  to  spirituous  drinks  which  he  resorts  to 
to  stimulate  his  overworked  brain.  Of  course  a  continuance  of 
suoh  habits  will  Anally  wear  out  his  mental  and  nervous  sys- 
tems and  then  he  becomes  an  object  of  disease  and  often  is 
an  habitual  drunkard  and  loafer.  He  is  irritable,  malicious, 
unscrupulous  and  ambitious.  He  neither  likes  the  bar-room  or 
stable  like  Belladonna,  fiushionable  life  like  Phosphorus,  or  the 
oounting  house  like  Arsenic,  but  seeks  rather  the  management 
of  great  enterprizes  or  the  control  in  politics.  In  this  coxmtry 
it  is  the  Nux  vomica  man  who  always  wants  to  get  into  the 
Presidential  chair. 

Daniel  Webster  is  the  best  ideal  representative  of  IJux  vomica. 

The  following  is  the  most  common  form  of  Kux  vomica  dis-^ 
ease  which  you  will  be  called  upon  to  treat.  ' 

An  individual  comes  into  your  office,  and  before  he  opena 
his  mouth  his  whole  expression  says  Nux  vomica,  why,  because 
the  genius  Kux  vomica  has  taken  possession  of.  him  and  it  haa 
left,  its  impression  upon  his  whole,  being.  He  is  taciturn.  He 
is  ^a  hypochondriac.  The  first  thing  he  says  to  you  is,  I  have 
got  the  dyspepsia.  He  looks  gloomy  and  is  very  nervous.  Hi& 
once  powerful,  nervous  and  mentalj  system  is  broken  down^ 
by-  the  sedentary  habits  common  to  the  student  or  from  the 
over-stimulus  of  coffee  «and[  spirituous  liquors.  His  constitution 
is  broken  and  why  should  he    not   be  a  hypochondriac.     He 
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is  now  irresolate,  time  hangs  heavy  upon  his  hands ;  he  hfts 
vertigo  and  staggers  when  he  walks.  He  has  giddiness  and 
heaviness  in  the  head  in  the  morning.  He  awakens  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning  with  confused  ideas  and  if  he  sleeps  a^ain  his 
sleep  is  heavy  and  when  he  awakens,  he  feels  unrefreshed.  He  has 
a  roaring  and  ringing  in  his  ears  in  the  morning.  His  mouth  tastes 
sour  or  putrid  hefore  break^t,  which  goes  away  after  eating,  or 
his  mouth  tastes  bitter  but  his  food  tastes  well.  After  eating,  his 
stomach  feels  overloaded,  with  a  sensation  of  pressure  as  though 
a  stone  was  in*  the  stomach.  He  has  bitter  eructations  before 
break&st  and  sour  eructations  after  breakfast ;  sometimes  nausea 
after  eating.  His  food  distresses  him;  he  has  water  br^ah* 
The  region  of  the  stomach  is  sensitive  to  pressure.  The 
clothes  around  the  hypochondria  and  epigastrium  feel  tight. 
He  has  constipation  with  rush  of  blood  to  the  head.  When 
he  has  a  stool,  large  sibalous  masses  come  away,  after  great 
effort,  He  says  he  does  ;not  have  a  stool  for  many  days,  unless 
he  takes  a  cathartic,  and  then  the  same  hard  masses  come 
away.  All  his  symptoms  are  better  in  a  warm  room  and 
when  lying  down;  he  has  continued  pressing  pain  in  the  fore- 
head. He  has  great  liability  to  take  cold  in  the  head  from 
exposure  to  a  dry  wind  s^nd  from  a  draft  of  air.  His  counte- 
nance is  pale  and  earthy.  His  tongue  has  a  thick  .white 
coating.  He  has  heaviness  and  stitches  in  the  region  of 
the  liver.  Fullness  in  the,  abdomen  after  eating  but  little..  He 
often  has.  a  dry  cough,  which  he  calls  a  nervous  cough.  The 
cough  is  worse  in  the  evening  and  in  the  morning.  He  has 
a  great  many  nervous  syniptoms;  the  hands  feel  numb  ^nd 
dead.  There  is  numbness  and  stiffness  of  the  legs;  sensation 
of  paralysis  in  the  legs  with  painful  stripe  down  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  leg.  Pulse  full,  hard  aud  accelerated,  and  the 
veins  of  the  hands  are  distended. 

^  Belladonna  and  Nnx  vomica  both  act  most  prominently  upon 
the.  right  ^ide. 

Belladonna  acts    most    prominently  upon   the  right  side   of 
the  head,  eyes,  face  and  teeth,  upon  the  left  side  of  the  face 
npon  the  right  hypochondria,  right  inguinal  rings,   right  Inng, 
right  tipper  and  lower  extremities. 

NTux  vomica  acts  upon  the  right  side  of  the  head,  left  eye* 
right  side  of  the  face,   upon  the  teeth  of  the  right  side,  left 
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side  of  the  month  and  fauoes^  light  hypochondria,  right  in- 
gohial  rings,  right  sexual  organs,  left  lung,,  right  npper  and 
lower  extremities. 


From  our  venerable  friend  Isaac  Fiske,  M.  D.,  of  Fall  River, 
(now  in  his  Yith  year),  we  receive  the  following: 

"I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  is  decidedly  the  most 
interesting  and  valuable  paper,  I  have  received  among  the 
many  which  have  come  to  my  hand;  especially  are  the  new 
provings  of  medioinal  substances  of  great  value  to  the  prao« 
ticing  physician. 

■  I  am,  from  more  than  twenty  years  practice,  confirmed  in 
the  opinion,  that  th^  Homoeopathic  system  of  the  practice  of 
medicine  must  continue  to  grow  and  spread  until  it  becomes 
unliversal. 


Extract  from  Letter  of  W.  S*   Wait^  JPsq. 

We  formerly  suffered  much ;  some  one  of  out  familt  and  fre< 
quently  several  at  once,  lying  upon  the  sick  bed  under  Allopathic 
treatment,  and  such  as  recovered,  were  often  weeks  or  months  in 
regaining  their  wonted  strength.  Now,  compared  with  former 
years,  we  enjoy  an  immunity  from  disease,  and  cannot  be  too 
thankful  to  Providence  for  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  ever  con« 
ferred  upon  the  human  family  in  what  you  and  I  know  to  be  the 
only  science  of  cure.  I  have  respect  for  Hydropathy,  yet  injudi* 
ciously  applied,  it  kills. 

The  truly  characteristic  and  distinguishing  excellence  of  the 
Homoeopathic  system  dwells  in  the  fact,  that  it  is  not  the  quantity 
but  the  quality  of  the  drug  administered,  which  cures.  Who  can 
save  the  ignorant  and  unreflecting  from  the  rash  pretender  ?  and 
in  such  hands  the  naked,  altho'  strictly  correct  guide  of  similia  simi- 
libus  cnrantur,  would  be  no  guard  against  drugging  the  patient  in 
quantities  which  might  often  kill.  The  infinitesimal  dose  is  an 
effectual  safeguai:d' against  tJi^s  abuse.      ' 

All  admit  that  a  most|imjpoi:tant  ..element  in  the  science  of 
cure,  is  a  strict  attention  to  diet,  to  which  in  many  cases 
may  be  tnoist  profitably  sujieradded,  a  total  abi^tin^nce  from 
food.  The  benefit:^  lEttich  ^di^cipHfie;  I  can  not  be  deceived 
in,  since  my  opinion  upon  this  subject  is  founded  upon  the  experi- 
ence of  more  than  half  a  century.    I  am  now  in  my  76th  year. 
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Yon  may  have  noticed  the  fact,  that  a  temporluy  yet  rigidly  ob« 
served  abstinence,  recommended  for  a  particular  compUint,  has 
not  only  proved  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  that  particular  malady, 
but  has  proved  most  unexpectedly  a  cure  to  other  sub-acute  or  less 
obvioas  ailments. 

Pardon  these  remarks,  which  I  only  offer  as  a  possible  corrobo- 
ration of  your  own  much  superior  tod  more  extensive  experience 
in  pursuing  a  system  of  cure,  that  is  yet  destined  to  bless  the  whole 
human  &mily.  Respectfully  your  friend, 

William  S.  WArr, 


J9r.  licwis  O,  Lowers  Uommunication. 

4 

In  New   England,    as  you  are,  aware    doubtless,    we  hare 

neither  Homopopathio  periodici^l.  College  or  Hospital,  (saving  the 
Hospital  for  consumptive  patients  recently  opened  in  Boston, 
by  Br.  Cb^  Culjis,  and  noticed  in  the  •  November  number  of 
your  "  Observer.'') 

Ai^.  itttempt  was  made  to  have  on^s;  of  ,tbe  wi^rds  in  .the 
iiew  City  Hospital,  .established  this  y^ar  in  Bos|o%  set. apart 
£>r  I^omcBopi^thic  ; treatment,  but.,  the  attempt,  proved  uiwiuo* 
cessfal  through  the  opposition  offered  by  the  Allopatbio  priio- 
titioners. 

The  publia  however,  lure  in  advance  of  the  profession,  in 
New  England,  in  their  esteem  of  Homoeopathy,  and  their 
^fluence  ^and  demands  'will  in  time  give  it  a  more  elsvltted 
jposit^ion,  and  caiude  it  to  be  regarded  in  a  different  light  by 
the.  members* of  the  Medical  profession  at  large. 

.  I  have.  read.  "Hale's  New  Homceopathic  Prpvings,"  pub- 
lished by  you,  with  much  interest.  It  is  eminently  practical 
«nd  therefore  particularly  useful  to  a  new  practitioner,  like 
the  subscriber.  Tours  truly, 

Lewis  G.  Lowb,  M.  D. 

Bbidgicwatsr,  Mass.,  Jan.,  1865. 


Allopathic  Vengkaxcb. — During  the  late  raid  of  Sterling 
Price,  some  Doctors  of  the  Old  School,  connected  with  the 
plundering  bands,  destroyed  in.Oasconade,  Missouri,  all  Homcoo. 
pathic  domestic  cases  they  oould  \ky  their  hands  on.  And  a 
Homoeopathic  phjrsictan,  living  on'  the  Jefferson  road,  had  nearly 
aU  his  medicines  made  usel^.  This  h  the  magnanimity^  of 
Southern  chivalry  to wjird .  suffering  humanity.  R«.8% 
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It  becomes  oar  sad  duty  to  announce  the  decease  of  one 
of  tbe  first  and  oldest  Homoeopathic  physicians  in  the  west. 
Dr.  Aabon  Pitney,  of  Chicago,  died  on  the  1th  inst.,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  72   years,  after  a  long  and  useful  professional  lift. 

Dr.  Pitney  was  born  near  the  village  of  Mendham,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  a  pupil  of  the  elder  Dr.  Mott, 
at  that  time  the  most  celebrated  Surgeon  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  A  short  time  after  his  graduation,  Dr.  Pitney  received 
the  appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  army,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  during  the  war  of  1812,  Upon  the  close  of 
the  war  he  associated  himself  with  his  brother,  Joseph  Pitney, 
of  Auburn,  N.  Y.  During  his  practice  as  an  Allopathic  physi- 
cian, he  was  induced  to  try  the  alleged  virtues  of  Homoeopathic 
remedies,  and  so  highly  was  he  gratified  with  the  results,  that 
he  visited  New  York  city  and  placed  himself  under  the  teacb^ 
ings  of  the  late  Dr.  Hull,  one  of  the  soundest  Homoeopathiciaiis 
of  his  time.  Shortly  after  his  return,  he  removed  to  the  city 
of  Chicago,  where  he  arrived  in  October,  1842,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  Homoeopathic  medicine,  fighting  his  way  almost 
alone  against  the  combined  influence  of  his  many  and  talented 
opponents  of  the  Allopathic  school  of  medicine.  Dr.  D.  S. 
Smith  was  his  only  colleague  in  Chicago,  and  th^y  had  to 
contend  against  an  opposition  under  which  men  of  less  will 
and  energy  might  have  given  way. 

At  one  time,  Dr.  Pitney  was  the  subject  of  a  public  at- 
tack, in  a  lecture  delivered  by  one  of  the  leading  Professors 
in  Rush  Medical  College,  who  abused  and  misrepresented 
Homoeopathy  in  the  manner  usual  with  that  school.  Dr.  Pit- 
ney publicly  answered  this  tirade  in  such  a  masterly  and 
conclusive  manner,  that  his  opponent  was  effectually  silenced 
for  many  years. 

Dr.  Pitney  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  regime,  and  dig. 
nified  at  most  times;  but  withal  a  pleasant,  genial  companion 
to  those  who  knew  him  intimately. 

He  was  hardly  at  all  known  through  our  literature  by  his 
writings';  but  he  was  a  skillful  surgeon,  a  careful  and  practical 
physician.  He  possessed  unusual  tact  as  a  diagnostician,  i  and 
bis  opinion  was  rarely  found  to  be  at  fault. 
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His  last  illness  was  a  long  and  distressing  one,  and  ori- 
ginated in  a  fall  near  his  residence.  His  wounds,  though  slight,, 
became  complicated  with  malignant  erysipelas,  and  he  sank 
into  a  typhoid  condition  which  no  remedy  was  capable  of  reach- 
ing. Dr,  Pitney  was  a  man  of  most  exemplary  life,  temperate 
in. all  things,  and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church*. 
IJe  leaves  no  children,  but  a  large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn 
his  loss. 


HISrOBY  OF  HOMCBOFATHY  IN  SOUTH'BN  MICHIGAir 


124  Clark  Street,  Chicaqo,) 
January  2d,  1865.     ] 
lb  my  late  CdlUagues  in  Southern  Michigan : 

I  am  about  to  commence  collecting  material  for  a  complete 
history  of  Homoppathy  in  Southern  Michigan  (including  all 
that  portion  of  the  State  lying  south  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad).  Those  physicians,  therefore,  residing  in  the  section 
alluded  to  are  urgently  solicited  to  send  me,  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  the  following  items  of  information: 

1.  The  date  of  arrival,  death  or  removal  of  their  prede^ 
censors, 

2.  The  date  of  their  own  arrival  at  their  present  location. 

3.  Relating  to  their  previous  history,  as  birth  place,  naoote* 
of  preceptor,  place  and  date  of  graduation,  and  other  items 
of  interest  concerning  their  efforts  at  the  introduction  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, 

4.  The  names  of  their  colleagues  in  the  place  or  its  vicinity,^ 
etc.,  etc. 

Any  old  papers,  manuscripts,  etc.,  throwing  light  on  the* 
eariy  history  of  Homoeopathy  in  Michigan,  are  solicited. 

Yours,  &e,,  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D., 

Post  Office  Box  660. 


Editorial  Note. — Our  readers  will  observe  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  present  number  is  made  up  of  original  articles  of 
positive  merit.     The  March  number  wUl  be  equally  interesting. 
Prompt  remittances  will  evince  your  appreciation  of  our  labors.. 

Book  Notices,  etc.,  in  our  next  number. 
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BHUS- VENENATA. 


Provings  by  Drs.  W.  H.  Burt  and  P.  B.  Hoyt ;  arranged  bv  Dr. 
W.  H.  Burt,  of  Lyons,  Iowa ;  with  remarks  by  Dr.  l!.  M. 
Hale,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Three  varieties  of  Rhus  grow  in  this  country,  namely  Rhns-tox. 
rPoison  Oak),  Rhus-rad.  (Pobon  Ivy),  Rhus -venenata  (Poison 
Sumach). 

The  latter  has  been  confounded  with  the  BhvA^emix^  of  Lin- 
nsBus,  a  species  which  grows  in  Japan.  Dr.  Hoyt  seems  to  confound 
the  two,  as  he  refers  in  his  paperf  to  the  proving  recorded  in  the 
Symptomen  Codex,  which  provmg  was  made  with  the  Rhus-vemix. 
We  have  excellent  provings  of  the  two  former  varieties,  but  none 
of  theRhus-venenata  until  Dr.  Hoyt's,  which  was  rather  a  case  of 
poisoning,  for  the  symptoms  elicited  were  from  exposure  to  the 
contact  and  aroma  of  the  plant.  Dr.  Burt's,  on  the  contrary,  waa 
obtained  from  the  tincture  taken  internally. 

Rhus-venenala  is  sometimes  called  poison-ash,  and  poison-elder 
and  Swamp-sumach.  ^'  It  grows  in  swamps  and  low  grounds  from 
Canada  to  Geor^a,  and  flowers  in  June  and  July.  It  furnishes  an 
opaque,  whitish  juice  when  wounded,  which  becomes  permanently 
black  on  exposure,  and  which  may,  by  sufficient  boiling,  be  made 
to  afford  a  brilliant,  glossy,  durable  varnish,  very  analogous  to  that 
obtained  in  Japan,  from  the  R.-vemix.*  It  is  much  more  poisonous 
than  the  other  species,  and  its  volatile  principle  taints  tne  air  for 
some  distance  around  with  its  pernicious  influence,  producinjg  in 
some  persons  erysipelatous  swelhngs.  The  whole  body  is  sometmies 
enormously  swollen,  and  the  patient  unable  to  move.''  (For  botani- 
cal description,  see  "  King's  Dispensatory.") 

Dr.  Hoyt  says:  '^I  have  no  doubt  that  itsaid(?)  often  affects 

tKorth  Axner.l  Jour,  of  HomcBOpAfhy,  VoL  VH,  p.  60, 

*Thi8  proving  vm  eomxnesoed  with  fifty  dropi  of  the  8d  dUntioii,  taken  in  water ; 
inereaeing  the  doee  until  half  an  ounoe  was  taken  at  onoe.  The  mother  tlnetnre  waa  then 
nted.    Ten  dropa  seyeral  times  a  daj,  Inereaainff  the  nvmber  up  to  180  drops  a  day. 

One  onnoe  of  the  mother  tinotnre  was  used  in  making  the  proving.  Bubt. 
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those  on  whom  the  Hhus-tox  has  but  little  influence,  at  least  this  is 
the  case  with  myself,  for  I  handle  with  impunity  the  Rhus-tox.,  while 
with  the  greatest  degree  of  caution,  I  was  violently  affected  with 
Jihic8'Ven,  /  again  in  using  the  Rhus-tox.,  in  a  case  of  angina  in 
which  Rhus  was  almost  the  only  remedy  indicated,  I  had  very  little 
response  from  it,  while  from  the  R.-venenata,  I  obtained  a  most 
penect  victory  over  the  complaint." 

A  case  once  came  under  my  care  which  substanjbiates  the  above. 
^A  lady  habitually  suffered  several  times  every  year  with  a  peculiar 
form  of  sore  mouth,  marked  by  intense  redness  of  the  mucous  mem- 
toane  of  the  tongue,  cheeks,  fauces,  with  the  appearance  of  small 
vesicular  points,  accompanied  with  intense  hn/ming  sensation,  and  a 
feeling  as  if  the  mouth  and  throat  had  been  scalded.  If  allowed  to 
go  on,  this  eruption  (?)  seemed  to  extend  wherever  there  was  mu- 
cous membrane,  even  to  the  rectum  and  vagina.  Very  few  reme- 
dies gave  any  relief,  until  the  Rhus  was  tried,  and  the  R.-tox.  and 
R.-rad.  had  but  slight  favorable  effect  compared  with  the  R.-vene- 
nata,  which  always  removed  the  disease  in  a  short  time  (in  the  third 
dilution). 

Dr.  Burt,  in  his  proving,  made  use  of  the  —dilution,  repeated 
every  few  hours.  HAiiS. 

The  symptoms  marked  H,  are  taken  from  Dr.  Hoyt's  proving. 
The  symptoms  marked  B,  are  my  own.  Other  provers  are  credited 
in  then:  full  name. 

Characteristic  Peculiarities,  —  The  symptoms  of  Rhus-venenata 
are  all  aggravated  just  before  a  rain.  The  pains  in  the  bowels  are 
worse  in  the  morning.  The  joints  are  all  very  stiff  in  the  morning; 
after  exercising  an  hour  or  so  the  stiffness  all  passed  away.  The 
pains  in  the  ancles  are  worse  in  the  afternoons  and  evenings.  The 
itching  and  burning  is  aggravated  in  a  warm  room,  and  in  bed. 
The  ankle-joints  are  more  affected  than  the  other  joints,  but  it  has 
a  great  affiiaity  for  the  tarsal  and  metatarsal  joints.  The  symptoms 
are  all  aggravated  by  rest  and  mental  labor.     (Hoyt.) 

Skin. — ^The  skin  is  hot  and  dry  at  night  with  great  restlessness. 
(B.) 

The  palms  of  the  hands  are  very  dry,  and  the  inside  cuticle  hard 
and  burning  hot  all  the  time.    (B.  &  H.) 

Large  fissures  on  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  that  bleed  readily. 
(B.  &  H.) 

Fine  vesicular  eruption  on  the  fore-arm,  wrist,  back  of  the  hands, 
between  and  on  the  fingers,  also  scrotum  and  ankles.  The  vesicles 
are  situated  upon  an  inflamed  erysipelatous  base,  and  accompanied 
with  most  intolerable  itching,  especially  in  the  evening,  in  a  warm 
room,  and  in  bed ;  after  scratching  and  rubbing  the  parts  (which 
cannot  be  resisted),  the  itching  is  intolerable ;  large  quantities  of 
serum  run  from  each  vesicle  after  it  is  scratched.    (B.) 

5.  Constant  itching  of  the  under  lip  for  several  days,  with  a 
bright  red  appearance,  accompanied  with  great  burning  and  itching 
of  the  arms.    ^B.) 

Desquamation  took  place  three  different  times,  from  all  the  parts 
affected  with  the  vesicular  eruption.    (B.  &  H.) 


AMERICAN   HOMCEOPATHIO   OBSERVER.  67 

Large  watery  vesicles  on  the  uikles  that  are  yerj  painful,  night 
and  day.    (B.) 

The  cnticle  of  the  penis  and  scrotnm  peels  off  in  patches  as  large 
as  a  sixpence.    (H.) 

Itching  and  burning  of  the  hands,  with  swelling  more  on  the 
palmar  sides  of  both  wrists ;  the  swelling  extends  half  way  to  the 
elbows;  arms  are  very  red,  and  covered  with  innmnerable  little 
vesicles,  which  exude  a  watery  .fluid.  The  hands  are  in  the  same 
<sondition.     (Hoyt.) 

10.  The  upper  lip  and  ears  are  very  much  swollen,  and  covered 
with  vesicles ;  a  yellow  serum  exudes  from  them.     (H.) 

The  cellular  tissue  around  the  eyes  was  very  much  swollen.  (B.) 

A  boy  poisoned  with  the  Rhtis-v. :  his  face  became  so  much 
swollen  that  he  could  not  open  his  eyes  for  several  days,  accompa- 
nied with  a  high  fever.    (B.) 

Feeling  as  if  from  flea-bites  in  different  parts  of  the  body,    (H.) 

A  number  of  boils  came  out  on  my  forehead,  neck,  and  armS| 
after  proving  the  Rhus-v.     (B.) 

Three  boils  came  on  my  face,  and  eight  on  my  right  thigh ;  one 
was  very  malignant  and  continued  to  slough  for  four  weeks ;  when 
the  core  sloughed  out,  a  cavity  was  left  into  which  you  might  easily 
put  the  end  of  your  index  finger;  when  healed,  they  left  the  sur- 
face  bluish-red ;  they  were  very  painful.     (H.J 

15.  Incrustations  on  the  inside  of  the  thighs,  extending  down 
one-half  the  length  of  the  femur.    (H.) 

Sleep  —Great  restlessness  at  night,  with  a  dry,  hot  skin.    (B.) 

Great  restlessness  after  midnight.     (B.) 

My  wrists,  ankles,  and  feet  ached  so  severely  I  could  not  sleep, 
(B.) 

Great  restlessness.     (H.) 

Fever. — 20.  Chills  run  up  and  down  the  back  when  warm  and 
in  a  warm  room,  and  in  bed.     (H.^ 

Great  restlessness,  with  a  d^  ouming  hot  skin  at  night.     (B.) 

Very  weak  and  lan^id.     (B.J 

Trembling  of  my  limbs.    (B.) 

Great  swelling  of  the  head,  face,  and  hands ;  with  sharp  irrita* 
live  fever,  and  all  the  constitutional  symptoms  of  erysipelas ;  the 
integument  becomes  tense,  hot,  swollen,  shining,  and  very  painfnl* 

(SlfKLLING.) 

Moral  Symptoms. — 25.  Great  sadness,  no  desire  to  live,  every* 
thinff  seems  gloomy.    (B,) 

Absence  of  mind;  cannot  concentrate  my  mind  on  any  particu- 
lar subject.    (B.) 

Mental  labor  increases  the  pains.     (H.) 

jEfeae?.— Fullness  of  the  head.    (B.) 

Dull,  heavy,  frontal  headache,  aggravated  by  walking  and  stoop* 
ing.    (B.) 

30.  Dizzy  sensations  at  times,  much  worse  in  the  evenings.  (H.) 

Intolerable  heaviness  of  the  head.    (H.) 

Great  swelling  of  the  head„  face,  ana  handii,  with  sharp  irritatLva 
fever,    (Snelling.) 
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Erysipelas  of  the  head  and  face.    (S.  &  B.) 

lars. — ^Deafness,  that  is  quite  troublesome.     (H.) 

35.  Vesicular  inflaoimatioii  of  the  ears,  that  exudes  a  yellow^ 
watery  scrum.    (H.) 

Byes* — ^Eyes  half  closed ;  eyes  closed  from  the  great  swelling  of 
the  cellular  tissue  around  them.    (6.) 

Constant  discharge  of  tears.    (B.) 

Constant  dull,  aching  pains  in  the  eye-balls.     (B.) 

Smarting  and  burning  of  the  eyes,  as  if  washed  with  alcohol^ 
(H.) 

40.  Burning  around  the  right  eye.     (H.) 

Slight  dimness  of  »ght.     (H.) 

Livid  circles  under  the  eyes.    (H.) 

Kose. — Great  dryness  of  the  nostnls  at  two  different  times,  last- 
ing each  time  about  one  hour.     (B,) 

face. — ^Face  very  much  swollen  around  the  eyes.     Face  swollen 
so  that  the  eyes  were  closed  for  several  days,    (o.^ 

45.  Face  very  red  and  swollen,  and  covered  with  vesicles.   (H.) 

My  face,  and  particularly  my  upper  lip,  was  very  much  swoUen, 
and  excessively  painfuL     (U.) 

Itching  and  burning  of  the  face.     (H.) 

Kontb.— Slimy  taste  in  the  mouth.    (B.) 

Salty,  slimy  taste.     (B.) 

Flat,  rough  taste.    (B.) 

Tongue  coated  white.     (B.) 

The  centre  and  base  has  a  white  coating  on  it.    (H.) 

Scalded  feeling  of  the  tongue.     (B.) 

The  sides  of  the  tongue  are  very  red.    (H.) 

Vesicles  on  the  under  side  of  the  tongue,  with  a  scalded  feeling. 
(H.) 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  is  very  red,  with  a  feeling 
as  if  sand  was  under  it.     (H.) 

Red  vesicular  eruption  on  the  gums  of  the  upper  incisors.     (H.) 

Fauces.— Constant  feeling  of  irritation  of  the  fauces.     (B.) 

Dryness  of  the  fauces.    (B.) 

60.  Distress  in  the  root  of  the  tongue  and  fauces.     (B.) 

Tonsils  very  red  and  congested  with  dull  aching  distress  in 
them.    (B.) 

Frequent  inclination  to  swallow,  which  increases  the  pain  and 
distress  in  the  tonsils.    (B.) 

Difficult  deglutition.    (H.) 

Throat  feelkig  very  sore,  and  is  very  red  and  swollen.    (H.) 

Appetite.— -65.  Loss  of  appetite.     (H.) 

Want  to  drink  a  great  deal.    (B.) 

Stomacb.— The  stomach  is  very  much  distressed  after  taking 
the  medicine.     (B.^ 

Distress  and  pain  in  the  cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach  and  up- 
per left  portion  of  the  umbilicus.    (B.) 

Distress  in  the  stomach  and  umbilicus.    (B.) 

AMo]it6n.'^0.  Constant  dull,  aching  distress  in  the  abdomen^ 
with  occasional  sharp  cutting  pains  in  the  umbilicus.    (B.) 
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Constant  dull  pains  in  the  nmbilicas,  with  rambling  in  the  bow- 
els, and  followed  by  a  soft  diarrhoBio  stool.     (B.) 

Sharp  catting  pains  in  the  umbilical  and  hypogastric  regions 
before  a  stool ;  the  stool  relieves  the  pains,  but  does  not  stop  them 
Altogether ;  lasted  two  hours.    (B.) 

The  abdomen  is  very  much  bloated,  and  exceedingly  painfiol  to 
the  least  pressure.     (H.) 

Constant  rumbling  and  griping  in  the  bowels.    (H.) 

V5.  Pains  always  worse  before  a  stool.    (H.) 

Stool. — ^Distress  in  the  umbilicus,  with  dry,  lumpy,  dark  colored 
stools.    (B.) 

Distress  in  the  umbilical  and  hypogastric  regions,  with  loud 
rumbling  in  the  bowels,  followed  by  soft  mushy  stools.     (B.) 

Stools  about  natural  consistence,  but  of  a  very  dark  color.     (B.) 

Severe  cutting  pains  in  the  umbilical  and  hypogastric  regions 
for  six  days,  with  three  and  four  very  soft,  diarrhceic,  black  cou>red 
stools  a  day.     ^B.) 

80.  The  pams  are  worse  before  the  stools,  but  continue  for 
several  hours  after.    (B.) 

The  abdomen  is  much  bloated,  very  painful  to  the  least  pressure, 
with  continual  rumbling  and  griping  pains,  the  pains  always  being 
worse  just  before  a  stool;  the  color  of  the  stool  was  uniformly 
light,  or  nearly  white,  varying  in  consistency,  sometimes  very  thin, 
and  sometimes  more  papescent.  This  state  of  things  continued  for 
three  weeks,  and  I  could  not  control  it  with  anv  of  our  ordinary 
remedies,  I  finally  stopped  the  diarrhoea  with  the  first  dilution  of 
Junip-vir.,  in  drop-doses.  I  was  attacked  several  times  afterwards 
with  this  diarrhoea,  and  the  Junip-vir.  always  controlled  it,  and  re- 
lieved the  soreness  in  the  abdomen.     (H.) 

Most  intolerable  itching  and  burning  of  the  anus  for  several 
days.    (B.) 

Neuralgic  pains  in  the  anus.    (B.) 

Urinary  Organs.  — •  There  was  no  particular  effect  upon  the 
urinary  organs,  excepting  a  slight  increase  of  urine  after  I  had  ceas- 
ed to  take  the  remedy.    (B.) 

Genital  Organs*  —  85.  The  scrotum  is  very  much  swollen,  of 
a  deep  red  color,  and  covered  T^ith  vesicles.    (B.) 

Scrotum  swollen  as  large  as  his  two  fists,  could  not  walk.  Ob- 
served on  a  patient.     (B.) 

Severe  itching  and  burning  of  the  scrotum.    (B.) 

Intense  itching  and  burning  of  the  scrotum  and  penis ;  the  burn- 
ing is  more  severe  than  the  itching.     (H.) 

The  glans-penis  is  much  swollen  and  very  sore.     (H.) 

90.  Cuticle  of  the  penis  and  scrotum  peels  off  in  patches  as  large 
as  a  sixpence.    (H.) 

Back.— Constant  dull  pains  in  the  cervical,  dorsal,  and  lumbar 
regions.     (B.) 

Dull  heavy  pains  in  the  lumbar  region,  aggravated  by  stooping 
down  or  walking,    (B.) 

Back  is  very  stiff.    (B.) 
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Stiff  neck,  or  ^'  criok  in  the  neck,"  and  rheumatic  pains  betwisen 
the  shoulders.     (H«) 

ijTiiWi— 95.  Severe  pains  in  the  left  elbow-joint  for  half  an  hour, 
could  not  move  it,  the  pain  was  so  great.    (B.) 

Drawing  pains  in  the  fore-arms.    (B.) 

Rheumatic  pains  in  the  shoulders  and  elbow-joint,  worse  during 
motion.    (Jahb.) 

Dull  pains  in  the  wrist  and  fingers,  with  drawing  pains.     (B.) 

The  wrists  and  fingers  are  very  stiff.     (B.) 

100.  Constant  aching  distress  in  the  hands  and  fingers.     (B.) 

Hands  are  constantly  very  dry  and  hot.     (B.) 

Complete  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  of  the  palms  of  the  handa 
apd  fingers,  three  different  times.    (B.  &  H.) 

The  ends  of  the  fingers  have  a  number  of  cracks  on  them,  that 
bleed  from  the  slightest  cause.     (B.  &  H.) 

Hands  hard,  rough,  and  tender.     (B.) 

105,  The  cellular  tissue  is  greatly  swollen,  of  a  deep  red  color, 
and  covered  with  watery  vesicles,  that  itch  most  intolerably.  (B.) . 

Both  hands  very  much  swollen  and  are  very  clumsy  to  use.  (H.) 

Fingers  are  very  stiff  and  much  swollen.     (H.) 

Fingers  feeling  as  if  they  had  been  scalded.    (H.) 

Violent  itching  of  the  palms  of  the  hands  with  watery  vesicles 
on  them.     (Jahr.)  , 

110.  Groups  of  watery  vesicles  on  the  fingers.    (Jahr.) 

Iiegg.— Knees  and  ankles  ached  constantly.     (B.) 

Severe  cramp  m  the  calf  of  the  leg  at  night,  followed  by  great 
soreness  of  the  calf  of  the  leg  the  next  day.     (B.) 

Dull  drawing  pains  and  distress  in  the  knees,  ankles,  feet  and 
toes.    (B.) 

Great  weakness  of  the  knees  and  ankles.     (B.) 

115.  My  ankles  and  feet  ached  so  severely  for  eight  weeks  after 
taking  the  medicine,  that  it  was  very  painful  &r  me  to  either  stand 
or  wj3k,  especially  in  the  afternoon.  1  was  compelled  to  lie  down 
every  afternoon.    (B.) 

Ankles  very  red  and  swollen,  with  watery  vesicles  all  over  the 
ankles,  feet,  and  toes,  that  discharge  large  quantities  of  water.  (B.) 

Very  large  watery  blisters  on  5ie  sides  of  the  feet.    (B.) 

Most  intolerable  itching  of  the  ankles,  feet,  and  toes,  aggravated 
by  warmth.     (B.) 

Trembling  of  all  my  limbs,  with  twitching  of  my  muscles.    (H.) 

Believing  the  Rh^s-v.  to  be  equal  to,  if  not  superior  to  Rhus- 
tox.,  I  most  earnestly  urge  my  colleagues  to  make  further  proving* 
of  this  most  valuable  indigenous  remedy. — If.  A.  Journal. 
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rattier  0f  Uttlritiut 


DYSENTEBY. 


BT  F.  X.  8PBAN0BS,  M.  P. 


In  Homoeopathy,  we  have  very  little  of  that  dread  of  dys- 
entery, which  becomes  so  obstinate  under  Allopathic  treatment. 
For  dysentery  they  are  obliged  to  charge  their  heavy  artillery 
Opium  pills  and  enemata,  also  morphia  and  quinine,  and  calo- 
mel which  is  almost  the  only  remedy  that  enables  them  to 
combat  that  disease;  still  not  knowing'  that  it  cures  dysen- 
tery according  to  the  law  of  similia.  In  our  practice,  who  has 
not  seen  the  most  violent  attacks  of  dysentery  subside  af- 
ter one  single  dose  of  Mercurius  solubilis.  Every  Homoeo- 
pathist  finds  dysentery  under  the  use  of  Aconite,  Colocynth, 
Colchicum  and  Mercury,  generally  a  matter  of  not  much  dif- 
culty.  But  there  are  epidemics  at  times,  especially  in  the 
cities,  that  seem  to  be  obstinate;  and  cases  of  which  we 
have  treated  similar  ones,  a  month  before  with  only  a  few 
doses  of  the  usual  remedies,  are  now  quite  nnmanagat)le.  In 
these  cases  the  disease  seems  to  extend  itself  deeper  into  the 
muscular  and  sub-mucous  tissues  of  the  colon,  as  also  further 
up  into  the  intestines,  ^e  fever  may  perhaps  not  be  any 
greater,  though  the  prostration  is  very  marked,  the  pain  and 
tenesmus  very  severe,  the  stools  being  more  or  less  profuse 
and  consisting  almost  entirely  of  blood,  which  is  at  times  more 
like  a  hemorrhage.  Mercurius  cor.  from  2d  to  30th  is  usually 
a  capital  remedy  for  this  form  of  the  disease,  but  last  summer 
it  frequently  disappointed  me;  only  after  admmistering  JSTama- 
melis^  which  stopped  the  discharges  of  blood,  would  it  have 
its  wonted  effect  and  remove  the  tenesmus  and  other  symp- 
toms speedily.^  I  had  been  using  Hamanielis  for  several  forms 
of  venous  hemorrhages,  not  having  read  of  it  being  used  in 
dysentery.  (The  famous  work  of  Dr.  Hale's,  New  Provings,  not 
having  then  appeared)  I  gave  a  solution  of  from  thirty  to 
one  hundred  drops  of  the  mother  tincture,  which  is  prepared 
from  the  leaves  and  bark  of  the  root,  in  a  tumbler  full  of 
water,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  every  half  an  hour.  The 
discharges  of  blood  soon  became  less  and  a  few  doses  of 
mercury  were  only  needed  to  complete  the  care. 
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There  is  another  form  of  dysentery,  in  which  the  evacua- 
tions are  rather  scant,  consisting  either  partly  of  blood  or 
macos,  but  the  tenesmus  and  pain  being  so  much  greater, 
the  nervous  system  becomes  much  deranged  and  the  tenesmus 
continues  without  intermission,  causing  the  patient  to  cry  out ;  there 
is  also  continual  agitation.  The  fever  may  be  very  high  or  the 
pulse  frequent  and  feeble,  the  extremities  being  cool.  For  this 
condition  Ai/ropi'm  is  an  admirable  medicine.  I  believe  Dr.  Kafka 
in  his  new  work  ^^  HomcBopatMc  Therapeutics,"  was  the  first 
one  to  recommend  it  for  this  disease.  Atropine  is  to  the 
Homoeopathist  in  a  great  measure  what  Morphine  is  to  the 
AUopathist,  only  we  apply  Atropine  according  to  the  law  of 
similia  and  small  doses  will  effect  a  permanent  cure,  where 
the  old  school  achieves  ^only  a  very  temporary  result  with 
large  doses  of  Morphine.  I  have  always  used  the  first  or  fifth 
dec,  trituration,  with  striking  benefit.  It  will  sometimes  only 
require  a  few  doses  of  Mercury  to  wind  up  the  cure. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


BT  DB.  HOBOAN  meHBTTBY. 


Cwe  repofted,  to  British  Monthly  Horn,  Beview. 

R.  D.,  8Bt.  42,  a  short,  thick-set,  and  highly  bilious  person,  felt 
a  peculiarly  uncomfortable  sensation  in  his  throat  while  attending 
to  his  duties  in  the  city  on  the  morning  of  August  6th,  1863.  He 
returned  home  at  his  usual  time  and  sent  for  me  about  9  P.  M.  He 
complained  of  rigors,  which  alternated  with  heats ;  he  had  pressive 
headache;  an  irritable  wild  look;  a  slightly  coated  tongue;  a  blush 
of  redness  over  the  fauces,  and  pain  in  swallowing.  Aeon.  3  was 
prescribed,  a  dose  'every  two  hours. 

August  Vth.  A,M.  Is  not  so  well :  the  pain  and  swelling  in 
the  throat  have  increased ;  the  tongue  is  white  and  slightly  coated ; 
the  bowels  are  relaxed ;  the  urine  is  high-colored  and  scanty ;  de- 
glutition more  painful.  To  take  bell.  3  and  mere.  sol.  5,  in  alterna- 
tion every  three  hours.  P.M.  iNot  so  well :  has  increased  difficulty 
in  swallowing ;  the  tongue  is  more  thickly  coated;  the  pulse  86 
and  full ;  the  skin  dry ;  the  face  flushed  ;  thirst ;  the  saliva  flows 
fireely  from  the  mouth ;  bowels  regular.     Continue  the  medicine. 

August  8th.  A.M.  He  passed  a  restless  night,  with  increased 
severity  of  the  symptoms.  The  bright  red  blush  on  the  fauces  and 
uvula  is  transformed  into  an  angry  bluish-red.  These  parts  shew 
the  presence  of  a  greyish  film,  which  I  suspected  to  be  the  dipther- 
itic  membrane  in  its  first  stage  of  development.  The  face  is  flushed; 
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the  temples  throb ;  he  looks  anxious  and  wild ;  the  vessels  of  the 
conjanctiva  are  gorged;  the  pulse  97,  full  and  bounding.  To  take 
bell.  3  and  mere.  iod.  6,  in  alternation  every  two  hours.  P.M.  Is 
no  better :  the  symptoms  have  assumed  a  more  alarming  form ;  his 
head  is  fixed;  he  stares  wildly;  he  cannot  swallow;  the  entire 
group  of  salivary  glands  are  enormously  swollen ;  the  greyish  film 
of  this  morning  is  transformed  into  a  thick  tenacious  membrane, 
which  covers  the  soft  palate  and  the  fauces,  and  encircles  the  uvula. 
The  breath  gives  out  that  offensive  stench  which  is  so  peculiar  to, 
and  pathognomonic  of,  diphtheria.  To  continue  the  bell.  3  and 
mere.  iod.  1st  trit.,  in  alternation  every  half  hour ;  and  to  apply  a 
hot  compress  round  the  throat,  and  to  paint  the  membrane  with  a 
solution  of  hydrochloric  acid  and  water— viz.,  one  of  acid  to  three 
of  water. 

August  9th.  A.  M.  He  passed  a  terrible  night ;  no  ameliora- 
tion in  any  of  the  symptoms;  the  tongue  is  thickly  coated,  and  the 
membrane  is  spreading  along  the  walls  of  the  mouth.  To  continue 
the  same  treatment,  and  sip  beef  tea  and  champagne.  P.M.  Is 
about  the  same ;  continue  the  same  treatment  and  nourishment. 

August  10th.  A.M.  He  has  passed  another  trying  night;  the 
membrane  is  thicker  and  firmer ;  the  stench  almost  intolerable ; 
deglutition  most  painful;  the  tonsils  so  large  as  to  meet  each  other; 
the  pulse  falters ;  the  skin  is  dry ;  the  bowels  are  regular  and  the 
urine  very  scanty.  To  continue  with  the  same  treatment,  with 
beef  tea  and  champagne. 

P.M.  Has  passed  a  better  day ;  the  membranes  came  away  in 
long  fragments ;  the  tongue  is  thickly  coated ;  he  swallows  better. 
To  take  freely  of  beef  tea,  flavoured  with  good  old  port ;  to  take 
champagne  as  well. 

August  11th.  Has  had  a  better  night,  sleep  visited  him  in 
snatches;  more  fragments  came  away  after  each  appUcation  of  the 
acid ;  the  bowels  continued  regular ;  has  passed  more  water.  To 
continue  with  the  same  treatment  and  nourishment. 

August  12th.  Is  still  improving;  passed  a  fair  night;  frag- 
ments of  the  membrane  still  come  away;  the  tongue  is  cleaning 
from  the  tip ;  the  breath  is  less  offensive ;  the  glands  diminish  in 
size ;  he  swallows  better.    Continue  the  treatment. 

August  13th.  Continues  to  improve;  had  a  sound  sleep  last 
night,  and  awoke  quite  refreshed ;  takes  nourishment  often ;  has 
but  little  pain  in  swallowing;  the  tongue  is  cleaning;  and  the  diph- 
theritic deposit  still  comes  away  in  shreds.  Omit  bell.,  and  go  on 
with  mere,  iod,  2nd  trit. 

August  14th.    Improving. 

From  this  date  to  the  22d  he  continued  to  improve  daily,  and 
left  town  for  change  of  air. 


Tjsnia. — Dr.  0.  C.  Olmsted,  says :  "  I  perused  an  article  in 
the  Observer  on  Taania.  I  have  knowledge  of  a  case  treated 
with  the  pumpkin    se^ds  followed    by  the    expulsion  of  some 
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35  feet  of  worm.  One  piece  was  some  ten  feet  long.  Ho 
was  treated  by  a  Homoeopath,  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted.** 
Our  April  Number  will  contain  a  report  of  a  case  of  tape 
worm,  removed  by  Homoeopathic  agents,  by  Chas.  W.  Babcock, 
M.  D. 


UTSBIITE    POLYPUS. 


BT  DR.  D^UMVOHP. 


Mrs.  J ,  the  wife  of  a  clergyman,  came  under  treat- 
ment in  the  spring  of  last  year.  For  many  months  she  had 
suffered  from  severe  and  repeated  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus 
She  had  been  married  nine  years,  and  had  had  two  children, 
the  youngest  aged  six;  since  then  she  had  not  been  pregnant. 
The  discharge  first  occurred  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  was  regarded  as  a  simple  irregularity  of  the  menstrual 
period,  and  for  which  no  advice  was  sought.  Feeling,  how- 
ever, weakened  by  the  repeated  drain,  she  placed  herself  under 
medical  treatment,  and  took  quinine  and  iron  during  the  inter, 
vals,  and  sulphuric  acid  and  opium  when  the  flooding  recurred* 
She  persisted  in  this  treatment  for  some  months,  but  she  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  it,  the  floodings  became  more  frequent, 
of  longer  duration,  and  of  a  more  alarming  character.  By 
the  advice  of  her  friends,  she  determined  to  try  HomoBopathy, 
and  she  placed  herself  under  my  care.  I  found  her  exceed- 
ingly feeble ;  weak  fluttering  pulse,  an  anaemic  appearance ; 
tongue,  gums  and  lips  pale  and  almost  bloodless,  palpitation 
after  the  slightest  efibrt,  and  a  flow  of  blood  occurring,  with 
pain  in  the  loins  and  hips,  every  two  or  three  days.  She 
would  not  consent  to  be  examined,  and  I  gave  her  8dbina 
and  Muta  alternately  every  two  hours.  These  medicines  for 
a  time  appeared  to  restrain  the  hemorrhage,  but  it  recurred 
during  the  next  fortnight,  and  was  not  affected  by  them. 
Crocus  and  SeccUe  were  then  ordered,  but  without  avail.  I 
.  very  decidedly  pointed  out  to  her  the  necessity  of  an  examina- 
tion, and  she  allowed  me  to  make  one.  I  found  the  os  uteri 
dilated,  and  embracing  a  fleshy  substance,  which  I  at  once 
believed  to  be  a  polypus,  and  I  determined  the  next  day  to 
make  a  taiore  minute  examination,  and,  if  possible,  remove  the 
gr<ywth.    In  the  meantime  I  ordered  her  to  take  an  J  infusion 
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of  a  drachm  of  SeccUe  in  eight  ounces  of  water,  in  onnce 
doses  every  two  hoars.  The  next  morning  I  found  she  had 
suffered  severely  all  night  with  pains  which  she  compared  to 
those  of  labour,  and  which  had  been  attended  by  gushes  of 
hemorrhage,  leaving  her  very  much  exhausted  and  faint.  I 
placed  her  in  the  ordinary  position  on  the  left  side,  introduced 
the  speculum,  and  found  that  a  polypus  about  the  size  of  a 
walnut,  and  hanging  by  a  small  pedicle  from  the  interior  of 
the  cervix,  had  descended  into  the  vagina.  I  seized  this  with 
forceps  without  difficulty,  and  by  a  few  twists  broke  the  pedi- 
cle, and  removed  it.  She  suffered  no  pain,  and  was  not  con- 
scious that  I  was  doing  anything  beyond  making  an  examination. 
For  a  few  days  she  complained  of  bearing -down  pains,  and 
during  this  period  she  remained  in  bed,  and  took  Platina  and 
S^ia,  The  hemorrhage  never  recurred ;  she  rapidly  regained 
health  and  strength,  and  has  since  continued  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  health. 

Remaeks.— This  case  is  reported  to  show  how  very  easily 
the  source  of  a  very  serious  disease  may  be  removed,  when 
the  cause  is  accurately  determined.  There  is  nothing  marvellous 
about  it;  the  operation  could  have  been  performed  by  the 
youngest  tyro  in  medicine,  and  yet  a  continued  cause  of  ill- 
health  and  suffering  was  removed  by  the  procedure.  To  a 
specialist  in  uterine  therapeutics  the  case  offers  no  interesting 
feature,  but  perhaps  a  young  practitioner  who  is  baffled  with 
a  case  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  which  does  not  yield  to  treat- 
ment, may  be  induced  to  use  the  speculum,  and  may  find  the 
cause  of  his  non-success. — Somoeopathic  Observer^  {JSritish.) 


PODOPHYUiUM   IN  CHBONIO  PBOLAPSUS. 


BT  DB.  D.  a.  KLUS. 


1  have  cured  a  few  cases  of  chronic  prolapsus  with  the 
Pod.  p.    I  will   cite  the  most  important  case: 

Symptoms — Great  costiveness,  stool  once  in  three  days,  with 
great  difficulty,  frequent  micturition,  had  to  get  up  three  or 
four  times  every  night;  great  weakness  and  soreness  of  the 
back,  especially  after  washing,  &c. 


i 
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Prescribed  Pod.  p.,  a  tinotare  prepared  by  myself,  from  green 
root,  not  very  strong,  three  drops  a  day  in  six  tablespoons- 
fbill  of  water,  taken  in  three  doses.  In  three  weeks  time  the 
case  was  entirely  cured,  bowels  regular,  no  difficulty  with  the 
urine,  and  the  back  strong  and  without  pain  or  soreness. 


urprj 


OHABOOAL  AS  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOB  UNT, 


TBAlfSLATf D  AND  BXPOBTSD   BT  DB.  A.  L.  OOBBBBBA. 


At  the  present  time  of  war  when  physicians,  even  in  private 
practice,  are  frequently  called  upon  to  treat  wounds,  the  following 
extract  from  a  pamphlet  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Neumann,  on  his  method 
of  treating  wounds  with  charcoal,  may  prove  valuable  to  and 
be  received  with  acknowledgement  by  some  of  my  American 
collisagues.  After  some  preliminary  remarks.  Dr.  Neumann 
says : — 

*'  For  many  years  of  piivate  practice,  and  afterwards  during 
the  eight  years  from  1845  to  1853,  as  director  of  the  two  hospitals 
in  the  city  of  Graudenz,  Germany,  with  160  beds,  I  have  as  a 
dressing  for  all  kinds  of  wounds  and  ulcers  made  exclusive  use 
of  the  charcoal,  in  preference  to  lint.  I  have  given  a  summary 
report  of  my  experience  with  regard  to  this  treatment  in  Caspar's 
Wochenschrifl  fftr  die  gesammte  Heilkunde,  1846,  No,  30,  and 
1849,  No.  42  and  43,  where  I  have  proved  the  charcoal  to  be 
not  only  a  surrogate  for  lint,  but  have  shown  also  that  the 
former  has  considerable  advantages  over  the  latter.  I  refer  to 
this  merely,  in  order  to  show,  that  not  only  a  superficial  obser. 
vation  ^has  incited  this  article,  but  that  it  is  the  friut  of  many 
years  I  trial  and  experience,  which  have  convinced  i^e  of  the 
superiority  of  charcoal  as  an  application  to  suppurating  wounds. 

The  charcoal  of  all  the  different  species  of  wood  may  answer 
the  purpose  in  cases  of  emergency,  although  I  prefer  that  of  sofk 
wood.  It  is  necessary,  however,  that  the  same  be  thoroughly 
burnt  and  finely  pulverized.  This  latter  is  an  item  of  especial 
importance  with  wounds  of  large  dimensions  and  on  parts  on 
which  the  patient  is  obliged  to  lie.  For  wounds  on  other  parts  and 
of  a  smaller  size  however,  the  use  of  a  less  finely  pulverized  article 
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may  suffice.  That  fresh  and  bleeding  wounds  for  obvious  reasons 
exclude  the  use  of  charcoal,  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention,  but 
for  all  suppurating  wounds,  and  especially  the  lacerated  of  large 
size  and  with  considerable  solution  of  continuity,  the  charcoal 
offers  indisputable  advantages.'' 

This  mode  of  Applying  hejgives  as  follows : 

"The  whole  extent  of  the  wound,  and  even  the  parts  imme- 
diately surrounding,  must  be  thoroughly  covered  with  the  char- 
coal, and  the  cavities  filled  up  even  with  the  surface.  Over  this  a 
compress  of  linen,  three  or  four  thicknesses,  is  to  be  applied,  and 
the  whole  fastened  with  a  roller  or  bandage.  If  suppuration  is 
profuse,  so  as  to  be  quickly  impregnating  the  charcoal,  a  renewal 
of  the  application  once  in  24  hours  will  be  adviseable.  If^  however, 
suppuration  is  but  slight,  the  dressing  may  be  allowed  to  remain 
from  two  to  three,  and  even  as  long  as  eight  days,  before  the 
soaked  charcoal  be  removed.  This  can  be  done  by  means  of  a 
spoon,  or  by  lightly  rinsing  it  with  tepid  water,  and  should  be 
covered  again  [immediately  by  a  [fresh  layer  of  charcoal.  It  must 
not  be  attempted  however,  to  remove  all  the  charcoal  with  every 
renewal  of  the  application;  this  especially  with  regard  to  such 
portions  which  have  become  glued  to  the  lips  of  the  wound,  and 
which  do  not  exhibit  any  moisture.  Only  after  six  or  eight 
successive  applications  these  may  also  be  taken  ofi,  when  frequently 
one  will  be  delighted  to  see  the  wound  under  it  cicatrixed  to  a 
greater  or  smaller  extent.  Charcoal  being  an  antiseptic,  its 
advantages  over  the  lint  are  apparent,  for  it  does  not  merely  absorb 
the  matter,  which  lint  also  does,  but  it  prevents  likewise  decom- 
position and  putrefaction,  and  while  imder  the  use  of  lint  a 
frequent  cleaning  and  renewal  of  the  dressing  is  inavoidable,  to 
prevent  pain  and  other  evil  consequences.  The  charcoal  on  the  other 
hand  offers  an  additional  advantage^  by  doing  away  with  the 
fi-equent  dressing,  which  must  necessarily  interrupt  the  granulating 
and  healing  process. 

In  all  suppurating  wounds,  with  hardly  any  exception,  the 
charcoal  exercises  a  soothing  influence,  quiets  pain,  favors  the 
healing,  and  besides  removes  the  disagreable  smell.  And  even  if 
in  some  few  cases  the  first  application  should  cause  some  painful 
sensations,  these  will  generally  disappear  with  the  second  one." 
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istdlauj. 


VEBIFHOBIA  MEDIOOBUM. 


Mstrctct  from  VaUedictory  Ac^dress  to  the  Oraduating  Class  of 

Hahnemann  Medical  College. 

]»BUTBBXD  riBBUAXT  UtH,  1866,  BT  F.  F.  OOOKI,  A.  V.  M„  D^  PJBOFBMOB  Of  IHBOBT 

AND  PBAOTIOS. 


I  purpose,  then,  to  leave  the  well  worn  path,  and  invite  your 
attention  as'  fellow  physicians  to  the  last  medical  lecture  it  will  ever 
be  my  privilege  to  pronounce  before  you.  I  shall  describe  to  you 
a  disease,  not  laid  down  in  the  medical  books,  and  purposely 
reserved  from  my  regular  course  for  this  occasion.  It  is  a  disease 
which  you  will  most  certainly  encounter  at  every  step  of  your 
,  professional  career,  and  if  un&miliar  with  its  nature  and  treatment, 
will  cause  you  more  j^erplexity  and  annoyance  than  all  other 
maladies  combined.  It  is,  moreover,  fatal  in  its  character — ^fatal  to 
the  life  of  science.  I  propose  for  it  the  term  Veriphobia  (fear  of 
Truth),  There  are,  it  is  true,  many  varieties  of  this  disease :  there 
are  the  Verip?iobia  Theologorum^  the  Veriphobia  Judieiumy  the 
Veriphobia  Politicorum^  the  Veriphobia  Mercatorwm — ^all  caudng 
more  or  less  mischief,  and  destructive  of  the  very  life  of  society. 
But  the  variety  with  which  you  will  have  mainly  to  deal,  and  with 
the  eradication  of  which  you  are  especially  charged,  is  the  Ferf- 
phobia  Medicorum — ^the  fear  of  Truth  on  the  part  of  physicians. 
I  assume  the  law  of  Homoeopathy  to  be  the  very  embodiment  of 
medical  truth.  "No  argument  can  be  needed  to  prove  this  to  you» 
gentlemen,  to-day  graduates  of  the  system.  You  must  nave 
become,  in  some  way,  deeply  impressed  with  this  fact,  or  you 
would  probably  have  won  your  diplomas  a  little  earlier,  and  con- 
siderably easier. 

Let  us  pass  at  once,  then,  to  the  consideration  of  the  nature 
and  forms  of  opposition  to  this  Truth,  and  the  appropriate  remedies 
with  which  to  combat  it.  It  affects,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  all 
physicians  and  students  of  the  Old  School,  and  is  malignant  in 
inverse  proportion  to  the  amount  of  cultivation  and  intellect. 
Benign  m  character  and  moderate  in  intensity  in  physicians  of 
enlarged  views  and  liberal  culture,  it  is  especially  severe  in  subjects 
of  deficient  mental  caliber  and  limited  educational  advantages. 
This  rule  holds  good  in  nearly  all  cases;  there  are,  indeed,  a  few 
notable  exceptions,  but  egotism  and  obstinacy  are  found  to  be  Uie 
fostering  elements  in  the  majority  of  such  instances.  How  often 
has  it  been  my  good  fortune  to  treat  successfully  a  veriphobist  of 
this  class,  by  an  application  of  the  simple  remedy ^ea^osition^ 
followed,  perhaps,  by  one  or  two  doses  of  bed-side  illustration  I 
The  first  symptom  of  recovery  is  usually  the  exclamation,  "  If  this 
be  Homoeopathy,  I  will  investigate  it  and  test  it."    When  the 
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patient  reaches  this  stage,  he  may  be  considered  already'convales- 
cent,  and  nature  may  be  confidently  trusted  to  perfect  the  cure. 

A  leading  Old  School  physician  of  this  city — now  retired  from 
practice — who  has  been  for  the  forty  best  years  of  his  life  a  subject 
of  veriphobia  in  its  most  violent  form,  remarked  to  me  the  other 
day,  "I  abandoned  my  large  professional  practice  for  this  reason : 
I  saw  what  Homoeopathy  could  do,  and  being  too  old  to  learn  it,  I 
deemed  it  dishonest  to  practice  an  inferior  system.''  Said  one  of 
the  best  and  oldest  physicians  in  this  State,  in  the  course  of  a 
consultation,  "  Sir,  Young  Physic  has  the  best  of  it.  The  law  of 
similia  is  as  true  as  the  law  of  gravity.  But  I  am  too  old  to  study 
it.  I  know  ipecac  will  relieve  nausea,  and  for  years  have  treated 
croup  successfully  with  aconite  and  spongia,  but  'trust  in  God,  and 
keep  your  powder  dry  I '  always  begin  the  treatment  with  an 
emetic!"  I  call  this  a  hopeful  case,  but  with  strong  relapsing 
tendencies. 

An  aged  Old  School  physician  of  a  neighboring  State,  on 
learning  that  his  daughter,  ill  in  this  city  with  phlegmasia  alba 
dolens^  was  under  Homoeopathic  treatment,  came  flying  here  to 
wrest  her  from  the  clutches  of  such  a  monstrous  heresy.  After  a 
consultation  upon  the  case,  he  exclaimed,  "  Sir,  I  can't  understand 
your  treatment  of  my  daughter,  but  for  God's  sake  keep  on ! " 

The  JStiology  of  veriphobia  is  found  mainly  in  the  tremendous 
pressure  which  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  medical  student  in  all 
Old  School  colleges,  and  upon  the  graduated  physician  by  his 
professional  colleagues,  against  the  slightest  manifestation  of  a 
yearning  for  Iruthy  or  even  respectful  and  gentlemanly  bearing 
towards  its  adherents  I  The  student  is  taught,  nay,  commanded, 
under  penalty  of  failure  in  his  final  examination^  to  loathe  and 
detest  the  verv  name  of  HomcBopathy.  He  is  even  forbidden  to 
speak  of  the  J^omoeopathist  as  a  physician !  He  must  not  even  be 
seen  in  the  company  of  the  proscribed  class ;  he  must  shun  them 
as  the  very  pariahs  of  professional  society !  He  is  literally  forced 
by  every  agency  that  power  and  advantage  can  command,  to 
abstain  from  anything  and  everything  that  might  possibly  open  his 
eyes  to  medical  Truth  I 

Nor  is  thirpow:erful  pressure  wielded  with  less  effect  upon  the 
graduate — upon  him  who  of  all  others  should  be  freest  and  most 
untrammeled.  Is  he  suspected  of  the  least  proclivity  to  a  recog- 
nition of  medical  truth  ?  He  is  forthwith  called  upon  for  explana- 
tions, and  if  unable  to  clear  himself  from  so  serious  a  charge,  is 
expelled  from  medical  societies,  banished  from  honorable  offices, 

Eroscribed,  spumed,  detested!  He  must  not  even  be  known  to 
aye  been  in  consultation  with  a  Aomoeopathic  physician — ^he  may 
not  dare  to  do  it !  At,  a  recent  legal  investigation  into  the  official 
rins  of  a  maniacal  veriphobist,  many  disciples,  both  of  Old  Physic 
and  Young  Physic,  were  called  to  the  witness  stand.  Among  the 
former  were  at  least  two  gentlemen  of  undoubted  learning,  zeal 
and  ability.  One  of  them  testified  upon  his  oath  that,  '^  it.  is  impos- 
rible  for  an  educated  man  to  be  a  Homoeopathist !  "  and  the  other 
blandly  agreed  with  all  that  his  brother  had  stated !    Now,  these 
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men  are  actually  sane  upon  other  subjects,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  both  of  them  use  Homceopathy  pretty  extensively  in 
their  practice;  they  are,  moreover,  prime  good  fellows.  What, 
then,  IS  the  explanation  of  so  virulent  an  exhibition  of  veriphobia  ? 
It  is  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them  so  powerfully  that 
they  cannot  resist  it.  With  these  facts  before  us,  can  we  wonder 
that  veriphobia  is  epidemic  ?  The  public  at  large  have  no  con- 
ception of  this  state  of  things.  They  know  that  "Homoeopathists'* 
and  "Allopathists"  are  "at  loggerheads" — they  term  it  "a 
quarrel  '^;  but  they  little  imagine  the  indignities  heaped  upon  us, 
nor  the  earnestness  and  eagerness  with  which  we  court  an  mvesti- 
gation  of  our  theories.  There  are  always  two  parties  to  a 
"  quarrel."  This  can  be  none,  for  we  are  not  combative ;  we  are 
ready  on  all  occasions  to  meet  ridicule  with  argument,  scon;i  and 
derision  with  clinical  demonstration.  Nor  would  the  settled  policy 
of  this  institution  "  never  to  retaliate  in  kind,''  have  been  even  so 
far  infringed,  as  I  am  guilty  of  doing  to-day,  but  for  the  necessity 
of  explaining  to  you,  gentlemen,  and  through  you  to  the  public^ 
the  existence  and  the  nature  of  this  baneful  malady — the  veriphobia 
medicorum.  This  disease,  though  never  before  honored  by  a 
name,  is  as  old  as  the  annals  of  medicine.  It  prevailed  with 
violence  two  hundred  years  agOf  when  Moliere  thus  happily  sa- 
tirized it: 

The  president  of  a  medical  college,  in  conferring  the  degree  of 
Medieina  Doctor^  administers,  in  a  comical  jargon  of  French  and 
Latin,  the  following  obligation : 

"Do  you  swear,  in  all  consultations,  to  adhere  to  old  opinions, 
be  they  good  or  bad  ?  Never  to  prescribe  any  remedies  save  those 
of  the  learned  Faculty,  though  the  patient  die  of  his  disease  ?'* 
And  after  the  candidate  has  subscribed  to  this,  the  proeses  confers 
the  degree  upon  him  thus : 

^^  Dono  tibi  et  concede 

Virtutem  et  puissanciam 

Medicandi^ 

Purgandi, 

Seignandi^ 

JPercandiy 

TaiUandiy 
'     Coupandif 

Et  occidendiy 

Impune  per  totam  terram  " 
One  would  almost  believe  the  powerful  old  humorist  was  a  pre- 
mature Hahnemannian.    We  shaU  say  that  the  satire  is  not  fully 
verified  in  1865? 

Sporadic  cases  of  veriphobia  are  far  more  hopeful  than  the 
epidenuc  form.  The  latter  is  malignant,  mean,  despicable.  Like 
aU  other  Zymotic  diseases,  it  freely  propagates  its  own  virus  in  its 
course.  It  is  essentially  contagious.  In  some  instances,  happily 
greatly  diminished  in  frequency  by  the  practice  of  inoculation,  it 
infects  laymen,  in  whom  the  disease,  when  fully  developed,  is 
alarmingly  mab'gnant  and  foul.    In  the  lay  variety,  however,  if  the 
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patient  can  survive  the  treatanent  by  inoculation,  viz :  the  clinical 
application  of  his  own  dogma,  he  is  generally  cured,  and  if  so,  is 
rarely  attacked  a  second  time. 

Epidemic  veriphobia  is  now  prevailing  throughout  the  Northern 
States,  and  you  will  have  abundant  opportunities  for  studying  and 
combating  it.  Tou  will  also  have  frequent  occasion  to  observe 
that  the  epithets  malignant,  mean  and.  despicable,  are  by  no  means 
misapplied.  The  subjects  seem  to  be  seized  with  a  veritable 
mania.  Like  wolves,  they  are  comparatively  harmless  when 
encountered  singly,  but  in  the  full  pack,  are  desperate  and  fierce. 
I  am  informed  that  a  combined  effort  has  been,  or  is  to  be  made,  in 
our  State  Legislature,  which,  if  successful,  will  render  this  the  last 
annual  commencement  of  your  Alma  Mater!  It  is  sought  to 
smuggle  a  bill  through  that  august  body,  creating  a  board  of 
"  medical  examiners,"  before  whom  all  candidates  for  degree  of 
MedicinoB  Doctor  must  be  brought.  The  palpable  object  of  this  is 
to  exclude  Homoeopathists  altogether  from  the  ranks  of  medicine, 
precisely  as  they  are  so  successfully  excluded  from  the  army  and 
navy.  This  is  veriphobia^in  its  despicable  aspect.  Its  subjects,  in 
this  instance,  are  men  "of  low  and  obscure  origin,  weak  and 
imbecile. 

"  Clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority,''  and  fearful  of  honor- 
able competition  at  the  bedside,  the  veriphobic  epidemic  has  so 
entangled  in  red  tape  and  circumlocution  the  law  makers  of  our 
land,  from  jocular  President  to  dull-eared  Congressman,  that  it  has 
thus  far  excluded  Truth  from  our  public  hospitals,  and  from  our 
army  and  navy.  Here  veriphobia  runs  riot,  mad,  delirious.  It 
drives  a  Pbai^lin  from  his  noble  work  at  Mound  City  Hospital, 
and  finally  from  the  army,  for  no  other  earthly  reason  than  that  he 
saved  too  many  patriots  from  butchery ! 

Thank  God,  its  fury  only  lifted  a  Besbb  to  a  higher  and  a  nobler 
eminence ! 

It  surrounds  the  poor  soldier  with  such  needless  implements  of 
torture  and  of  horror,  that  the  battle-field  in  comparison  with  the 
hospital,  is  justly  regarded  as  a  sanctuary.  Thank  God,  again !  the 
surreptitious  pocket-cases  have  come  to  be  as  numerous  as  the 
matchlocks.  "  God  bless  them  little  vials,  doctor — they  kept  me 
out  of  hospital.''  Who  among  you,  my  colleagues,  has  not  bee» 
thus  greeted  by  many  a  war  scarred  veteran? 

"Who  believes  that  justice  would  have  been  so  swifl  and  sure 
upon  Surgeon-General  Hammond,  but  for  his  famous  anti- mercury 
and  tartar  emetic  order  ?  No,  veriphobia  shivered  to  its  very 
roots,  and  exclaimed,  ^^JElat  volustas  veriphobia  mat  Hammondi^ 
and  Hammond  fell  accordingly.  It  withholds  the  coveted  com- 
mission from  the  educated  and  experienced  advocate  of  Truth,  but 
gives  it  to  the  blatant  and  pin  -  feathered  buzzard  of  error.  I  met 
one  day  an  acephalous  old  school  acquaintance,  gaily  arrayed  in  a 
new  uniform,  with  all  the  decorations  and  gewgaws  which  the 
*' regulations"  permit.  I  accosted  him,  "Why,  how  did  you  ever 
get  past  the  examining  board?  you  know  enough  to  realize  your 
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entire  ignorance  of  medicine  and  surgery  ?''  "  Oh,  said  he,  with  a 
leer,  "I  only  had  to  damn  Homoeopathy  pretty  savagely  I"  A  raw 
back- woodsman,  freshly  turned  from  some  doctor  factory,  where 
they  rush  the  machinery  at  lightning  speed,  passes  a  successful  ex- 
amination for  army  honors,  where  any  of  the  Faculty  of  this  College 
would  fail ! 

But,  as  intimated,  there  are  sporadic  cases  of  veriphobia  which 
80  little  resemble  those  I  have  described,  that  the  similitude  exists 
only  in  name.  The  subjects  are  honorable,  learned,  high  -  minded 
gentlemen.  They  are  afraid  of  the  truths  only  because  they  are 
suspicious  of  error.  They  are,  practically,  Homoeopathists.  TJnder 
whatever  distinctive  appellation  we  may  rank  them,  they  are  skil- 
ful as  physicians,  and  honest  as  men.  Blinded  by  the  fallacy  that 
Homoeopathy  essentially  consists  in  infinitesimal  doses,  they 
assume  for  granted  that  they  never  seek  to  verify  by  actual  inspec- 
tion. But  their  practice  is  safe:  they  are  unwittingly  Homoeo- 
pathists. Such  an  one  is  a  Blake,  who  dared  to  brave  veriphobia 
medicorum  mcdignay  by  declaring,  in  a  medical  society  where  the 
disease  held  savage  sway,  that  the  poor  man  has  aright  to  Homoeo- 

Eathic  treatment  m  the  army  and  navy,  and  in  public  hospitals,  if 
e  so  elects,  and  was  even  so  bold  as  to  announce  his  willingness  to 
practice  on  equal  terms  with  aHomoeopathist  in  hospital  or  dispen- 
sary. Such,  almost,  is  another  who  said  to  me  a  few  days  ago :  "If 
you  can  cure  puerperal  fever,  why  don't  you  tell  us  what  you 
jgive  ?"  Poor  fellow,  but  for  his  veriphobia,  he  would  long  since 
have  gained  the  coveted  information. 

Why,  it  may  be  asked,  do  not  the  veriphobists  consent  to  con- 
trast  their  treatment  with  ours,  side  by  side,  in  hospital  and  in 
camp  ?  What  better  opportunities  could  be  afforded  them  for  dis- 
proving our  claims  than  a  fair  comparison  of  the  two  symptoms, 
upon  the  same  classes  of  patients,  taken  indiscriminately,  under 
precisely  the  same  circumstances,  and  the  same  surroundings  ?  We 
have  ever  been  anxious,  nay,  clamorous  for  the  trial.  We  invite 
It— we  challenge  them  to  it.  Can  they  have  the  effrontery  to  an- 
swer that  they  are  unwilling  to  expose  lives  to  our  "  do  nothing 
treatment  ?"  Witness  the  frightful  sacrifice  of  lives,  they  are  now 
making  the  world  over  in  their  insane  experiments !  Besides,  are 
we  not  so  rapidly  growing  in  popular  favor,  that  we  are  even  now 
monopolising  the  great  majority  of  the  educated,  intelligent  and 
wealthy  population  of  the  country  ?  And  would  it  not  be  an  actual 
saving  of  valuable  lives— if,  indeed  are  as  they  assert,  "letting  peo- 
ple die  "—were  they  to  seize  upon  so  golden  an  opportunity  of 
rapidly  exposing  our  delusion.  How  long  would  it  take,  think  you, 
to  accumulate  statistics  sufiicient  to  overwhelm  either  them  or  ns 
with  the  most  stubborn  kind  of  facts,  if  they  would,  for  a  short 
time  only,  relax  their  resistance  and  open  the  doors  of  an  honorable 
and  fair  competition  in  our  public  hospitals,  and  in  our  army  and 
navy?  Put  down  in  this  way,  we  should  stay  put  down— nothing 
could  resuscitate  us,  and  our  hated  system  would  be  heard  of 
"never  more."     Gentlemen  veriphobists!  we  invite  you  to  thii 
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crncial  test.  The  people  will  draw  the  just  inference  from  your 
refusal.  Nay,  they  have  already  decided  against  you.  Popuilu$ 
vuU  decepi  et  decipiatur.  But  just  here  they  can  be  deceived  no 
longer. 


CHLOBOFOBM, 


Recovery  after  taking  one  ounce  and  a  half. 


A  young  man,  N.  Chase,  of  this  town,  (Searsport,  Maine,) 
nbout  twenty-three  years  of  age;  owing  to  some  false  repre- 
Bentation  or  illusion  of  the  mind,  drank  at  a  single  draught 
one  ounce  and  a  half  of  Chloroform.  Immediately  after  drink- 
ing the  drug,  he  sat  down  at  a  stand  and  began  to  write; 
after  sitting  about  fifteen  minutes,  he  fell  over  backward  in  a 
complete  unconscious  state. 

In  about  two  hours  from  the  time  he  drank  the  drug  he 
was  given  an  emetic,  which  operated  well.  The  matter  that 
was  ejected  from  his  stomach    smelt  strongly    of    Chloroform, 

This  patient  remained  in  an  unconscious  state  thirty -six 
liours.  During  this  time  he  had  most  violent  convulsions,  so 
violent  were  they,  that  from  two  to  four  strong  men  were 
required  to  hold  him  and  prevent  him  from  injuring  him- 
self. After  thirty -six  hours  of  spasms,  which  came  on  as 
often  as  once  in  fifteen  and  lasted  about  one  or  two  minutes; 
he  then  became  quiet  and  his  consciousness  began  to  return, 
though  it  was  fully  twelve  hours  before  he  could  speak  so  as 
to  be  understood. 

The  last  twelve  hours  he  seemed  apoplectic.  Had  you  come 
into  the  room,  not  knowing  anything  of  the  previous  symptoms, 
you  would  certainly  have  called  the  case  Apoplexy.  Would 
Chloroform  be  a  remedy  for  apoplexy?  In  one  week  the 
patient  was  again  about  his  business  well  as  ever.  The  inquiry 
I  wish  to  make,  is  why  did  not  the  Chloroform  produce 
death?  He  was  in  a  perfect  state  of  health  and  the  Chloro- 
form was  in  the  stomach  at  least  two  hours  and  a  hali^  sufficient 
time  for  all  to  be  absorbed. 


Poisoning  with  Aconttb.  About  the  middle  of  May  last  my 
^^y*  aged  two  years  and  eight  months^  very  large  and  fleshy, 
ight  complexion,  blue  eyes,  very  good  disposition)  has  never  beea 
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sick,  was  attacked  with  symptoms  of  choking  and  suffocation,  as  if 
firom  some  obstacle  in  larynx;  said  he  had  not  swallowed  anyhing; 
had  nothing  in  his  month.  Introduced  my  finger  into  his  throat  to 
remove  the  sabstance;  found  nothing  although  it  caused  vomiUng 
of  a  quantity  of  frothy  mucus,  but  gave  no  relief.  Symptoms 
rapidly  growing  worse;  gave  tepid  water;  vomited  more  white 
frothy  mucus  with  no  relief;  much  worse ;  face  congested  with 
a  Wuish  appearance,  pulse  very  quick  but  feeble,  almost  imper- 
ceptible, inability  to  hold  up  his  head ;  violent,  spasmodic,  crampy 
cough ;  immediate  death  seemed  inevitable  ;  did  not  appear  as  if 
anything  was  lodged  in  larynx  or  trachia.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
First  the  cause,  then  the  remedy.  The  cough  indicated  Aconite; 
hastened  to  the  yard  and  found  he  had  been  picking  aconite  leaves* 
Gave  Spirits  of  Camphor  and  tepid  water  as  an  antidote  and 
emetic;  vomited  more  frothy  mucus  and  some  small  pieces  of 
Aconite  leaves,  which  he  had  swallowed ;  continued  the  above 
freely,  in  a  half  hour  was  quite  like  himself  again.  For  the  next 
three  weeks  he  was  very  feverish  and  irritable^  had  watery 
discharge .  from  eyes  and  nose.  Nearly  four  weeks  after  had  two 
attacks  of  croup  (never  had  it  before),  which  were  quickly  cured 
by  a  dose  of  Aconite,  200th.  He  did  not  recover  his  former 
good  disposition  for  three  months.  Has  had  no  symptono^ 
of  croup  since. 

'^A.  M.  CusHiNG,  M.  D., 
February^lSth,  1865.  Melrose^  Mass. 


FfiBS  adopted  by  the  Homceopathio  Medical  Society  of  Ches- 
ter Co.,  Penn.,   May  3d,  1864: 

Office  Prescriptions,    .     .       .  '  .  •    $  .50  to  $1.00 

Visit  in  Town,       ......    1.00 

Visit  out  of  Town  within  3  miles,     .  .  .  1.00 

Visit  over  3  miles,  within  6,  each  additional  mile,    •      .25 
Each  mile  over  6  miles,  ....  .50 

Each  additional  Prescription  in  same  family, '  .  .      .50 

Services  at  night  double  fee'. 

Obstetrical  Cases,  .  .  .  7.00  to  15.00^ 

Surgical   Cases  extra. 

*Thii  doei  not  inoIad«  vlftiti  after  deliyoy. 

These  rates  are  not  half  high  enough  for  our  cities  and  too 
little  for  the  country.  Farmers  can  afford  to  pay  more  as  long 
9A  produce  Bells  at  present  rates. 


AMERICAN   HOMOEOPATHTC   OBSBRVIR.  85 

A  COMPLAINT. 


Many  physicians  who  report  cases  for  the  Observer  appear 
to  form  a  diagnosis  of  the  disease,  prescribe  the  remedy 
for  that  disease,  and  report  the  resultjsi  of  the  prescription 
without  giving  any  symptoms  by  which  they  were  led  to 
select  the  remedy,  as  a  guide  to  young  practitioners  (of  which 
I  am  one),  in  similar  cases.  It  looks  to  me  as  though  the 
remedy  was  prescribed  regardless  of  any  characteristic  indica- 
tion, or  without  individualizing  the  case.  For  instance  in  the 
last  number  there  is  a  case  of  rheumatism  reported,  cured 
with  Phytolacca.  The  reporter  does  not  state  in  what  part 
^f  the  body  the  disease  was  located,  nor  what  tissues  were 
involved — whether  bone,  muscle,  or  ligament.  I  am  afraid  Hah- 
nemann would  become  uneasy  in  his  grave  did  he  behold  such 
loose  prescribing.  Please  request  physicians  to  report  the  potency 
of  the  remedies  prescribed  whether  tinctures  or  dilutions,  that 
we  may  have  something  as  a  guide,  should  we  desire  to  use  the 
same  remedy  in  similar  cases. 

Respectfully,  A.  M.  Woodwabd, 

172  Bleecker  street,  N.  Y. 


QuACKSBY  IN  A  New  Phasb. — Quacks  are  full  of  expedients 
to  deceive  the  simple  and  unwary.  One  of  the  latest  is  that 
adopted  by  one  of  the  genus  in  this  city,  who  by  some  means 
prefixes  "Rev.**  to  his  name  and  affixes  "M.D.'*  He  rented 
one  of  the  theatres  and  advertised  sermons  to  be  preached  on 
^'taking''  subjects  on  Sabbath  evenings,  admittance  five  cents 
**to  pay  expenses — ^no  change  given!"  In  these  sermons  Jie 
qpoke  of  a  '^physiological  religion,"  and  frequently  wandered 
away  into  the  fields  of  medical  theory  and  practice,  referring 
the  curious  hearer  to  "his  office"  for  further  information!  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  in  this  way  he  picked  up  many  a 
patient  and  pocketed  many  a  fee. 

The  nice  little  arrangement  seems  to  have  been  interfered 
with  in  some  way,  for  the  theatres  have  been  closed  against 
him  of  late,  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  command  audiences 
in  less  notorious  localities. — Medical  and  Surgical  JReporter. 


Gbnebal  Tom  Thxtmb,  his  Wipb  and  Baby. — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stratton,  (General  Tom  Thumb  and  his  wife)  have  been  giving 
receptions  at  Calcaldi's  Hotel,  Dover  street,  Picadilly.  The  Gene- 
ral looks  remarkably  well,  and  has  improved  m  appearance  since 
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we  last  saw  him.  He  is  now  twenty-seven  years  old.  His  wife  i» 
smaller  than  the  General,  is  dark,  with  very  well  -  defined  features, 
indeed  exceedingly  pretty,  good  figure,  and  inclined  to  emhonr 
point.  Her  age  is  twenty-three.  The  baby  was  also  exhibited, 
which  is  now  twelve  months  old,  weighing  seven  pounds  and  three* 
quarters.  The  diminutive  pair  seem  very  proud  of  their  offspring ; 
whether  it  will  be  of  the  same  Lilliputian  stamp  we  cannot  at  pre- 
tient  say.  Mrs.  Stratton's  sister,  aged  twelve,  was  also  present* 
She  is  smaller  still  than  the  General  or  his  wife. — Lancet. 


Jisjtnsart^s. 


BOND   STBEET  (N.  Y.)   HOMCEOPATHIG  DISPENSARY^ 

■XTBAOT  7BOM  TINTH  AHKirAI.  BBPOST,  BT  OTTO  FULQBAFF,  X.   D. 


Ten  years  have  passed  away  since  the  doors  of  our  Dis- 
pensary were  first  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  poor*. 
it  is  still  located  where  it  was  founded,  at  No.  59  Bond  street,  and 
is  open  daily  from  2^  to  4^-  o'clock  P.  M.  These  are  the  fixed 
hours  to  the  public,  but  the  Dispensary  is  in  fact  open  nearly  the 
whole  of  every  day,  some  one  of  the  Kesident  or  Visiting  Physi- 
cians nearly  always  being  in  attendance,  to  answer  the  calls  of  the 
sick  who  find  it  inconvenient  to  come  during  the  regular  hour. 

Our  Branch  Dispensary,  situated  at  No.  194  East  Seventh  street 
(opposite  Tompkins  square,)  under  the  charge  of  our  able  assistant, 
Dr.  J.  P.  Ermentraut,  is  open  daily  from  12  to  2  ocloek,  and  is^ 
frequented  mostly  by  Germans. 

The  progress  Homoeopathy  is  making,  even  among  the  people^ 
in  the  lower  walks  of  life,  is  surprisingly  rapid.  Our  patrons  pro- 
bably will  recollect  that  ten  years  ago  we  treated  during  the  first 
y  ear  of  the  Bond  Street  Dispensary,  only  620  cases  and  gave  about 
1?800  prescriptions;  but  last  year  we  reached  the  enormous  num- 
ber of  17,106  cases,  and  42,766  prescriptions,  and  8,067  patients 
were  visited  at  their  residences.  These  facts  are,  of  themselves, 
sufiicient  argument  and  afford  a  suggestive  contrast  to  the  asser- 
tions, so  often  reiterated  by  the  old  school  practitioners,  that  we 
treat  our  patients  on  a  "  diet  of  soup  made  by  boiling  the  shadow 
of  a  chicken;"  or,  as  Prof.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D.,  of  this  city^ 
says:  "  drop  one  drop  of  the  tincture  of  Belladonna  into  New  York 
Bay,  or  Long  Island  Sound,  and  give  the  agonized  sufferer  one 
drop  of  the  mixture ;"  or,  as  still  another  of  this  class  of  critics 
says,  we  "  poison  our  patients."  Such  arguments  have  but  little 
force.  They  exhibit  either  palpable  ignorance  or  wilful  misrepre- 
sentation on  the  part  of  our  opponents  regarding  our  law  of  cure, 
"  SimUia  similibus  curanturP  Experience  proves  that  the  more 
they  endeavor  to  ridicule  our  system  of  practice,  the  more  it  pros* 
pers  in  the  public  estimation.  This  result  is  a  gratification  to  us 
that  both  stimulates  and  refreshes — indeed,  we  relish  it  so  well  that 
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we  have  greater  reason  to  fear  a  cessation  of  the  above  kind  of 
comments  than  we  have  of  the  withering  ridicule  intended  by  them. 
In  our  last  year's  report,  we  informed  our  patrons  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  mode  of  treatment  in  nasal  catarrh^  and  in 
laryngitis  (often  misnamed  " bronchitiSj^)  consisting  of  powder- 
ed medicineSy  selected  strictly  according  to  the  law  of  cure,  ^^Simi- 
lia  similihus  curantur^'^^  by  being  blown  through  strong  glass  tubes 
bent  at  angles  varying  according  to  the  locality  of  the  complaint — 
either  upon  the  posterior  nares^  or  down  into  the  laryna^  tracheOy 
or  even  the  long  bronchial  tubes.  We  can  now  speak  more  con- 
fidently  of  it,  for  since  then,  as  will  be  observed  on  reference  to 
the  report,  we  have  had  a  large  number  of  that  class,  and  the  suc- 
cess attending  the  treatment  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  These 
maladies  are  generally  acknowledged  to  be  of  an  obstinate  nature 
and  very  difficult  to  overcome. 


familiar  f  dt^rs. 


Cleveland,  February,  1866. 

De.  E.  a.  Lodge. — Bear  Sir:  In  your  last  number  I  was 
sadly  disappointed  in  not  seeing  an  account  of  a  dinner  given  by 
the  students  to  the  Faculty  of  the  Western  Homoeopathic  College. 
Having  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  dinner,  I  could  not  allow 
such  an  interesting  occasion  to  pass  unnoticed.  Such  dinners  are 
not  without  profit.  They  may  justly  be  regarded  as  an  index  of 
the  prosperity  and  harmonious  working  of  any  institution.  The 
college  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  numbering  about  seventy 
students  this  session,  and  a  more  intelligent  and  gentlemanly  body 
of  young  men  I  have  scarcely  ever  seen.  The  following  is  an 
account  of  the  dinner  as  published  in  one  of  our  city  papers  : 

The  students  and  their  honored  guests,  in  all  over  eighty,  sat 
down  to  a  sumptuous  dinner  served  up  by  that  prince  of  caterers, 
S.  W.  Garrett.  The  president  of  the  evening,  H.  F.  Biggar, 
occupied  the  head  of  the  table,  around  whom  clustered  the  guests. 
A.  D.  Hunter  occupied  the  other  end  as  Vice  President.  After 
justice  had  been  done  to  the  viands,  the  President  announced  the 
first  ^toast  which  the  company  drank  in  silence :  "  The  President 
of  the  United  States.''  The  next  regular  toast  was,  "  The  Army 
and  Navy,"  which  was  responded  to  by  Col.  L.  W.  Carpenter  and 
L.  W.  Linn.  The  speeches  of  these  gentlemen  were  eloquent  and 
were  loudly  cheered  at  the  close.  "The  Red,  White  and  Blue '* 
was  sung  with  fine  effect  by  H.  M.  Broderick,  assisted  by  L.  F. 
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Crawford  and  N.  S.  Hubbell.  The  next  toast  was,  "The  Health 
of  our  Guests."  Profs.  S.  R,  Beekwith,  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  and 
J.  C.  Sanders,  responded  in  humorous  and  eloquent  speeches. 
The  fourth  toast,  '^  The  Disciples  of  Hahnemann,"  was  responded 
to  by  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Betteley,  in  very  appropriate  remarks.  "The 
Memory  of  Hahnemann''  was  the  fifth  toast,  and  received  an  able 
response  from  Prof  A.  O,  Blair.  The  sixth  was  "  Canada,"  which 
received  a  witty  response  from  Prof.  H.  C.  Allen.  *'  The  Arts  and 
Science"  met  with  happy  treatment  from  Dr.  D.  H.  Beekwith. 
The  Dean  toasted  the  class  of  1864-65,  which  called  out  the 
President  H.  F.  Biggar,  in  a  very  neat  and  appropriate  speech, 
after  which  L.  F.  Crawford  responded  happily  to  the  inevitable 
toast,  "  The  Ladies."  W.  M.  Eddy  responded  in  very  suitable 
remarks  to  "  The  Science  of  Anatomy."  "The  Press''  was  face- 
tiously responded  to  by  C.  T.  Campbell. 

Other  toasts  were  offered  and  met  with  suitable  responses. 
Taken  in  all  the  dinner  was  a  very  happy  one.  The  conventional 
bar  between  professors  and  students  was  taken  away,  and  all  met 
on  a  common  footing  of  kindly  social  feeling.  No  idea  can  be 
obtained  from  our  meagre  report  of  the  outbursts  of  merriment, 
the  fun  and  overflow  of  sympathy  and  good  spirits.  Both  faculty 
and  students  will  long  remember  the  geniality  of  the  occasion 
whose  benefits  will  reach  fiir  into  the  future. 

Yours  truly,        A  Frimd  of  HomcBopathy. 


dbtttiarj. 


COBNELItJS   B.   JOGELYN,   M.  D, 

To  the  JEditor  of  the  American  SbmaopalhU  Observer. 

Deab  Sib: — At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Hahnemannian 
Society  of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  the 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolutions. 

Whereas :  Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Hahnemannian 
Society  of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  tidings 
have  come  to  us  of  the  death  of  our  friend  and  brother  Cornelius 
B.  Jocelyn,  M.  D.,  who  was  a  beloved  and  honored  member  of  this 
asseciation.  , 

JResolvedy    That  while  we  bow  in   humble  submission  to  the 
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hand  gf  Him  who  has  bereft  ns,  and  cherish  a  high  respect  for  tfa6 
memory  of  our  beloved  brother,  won  from  us  by  his  kindly  genial 
nature,  and  by  the  uprightness  and  integrity  of  his  character,  that 
made  itself  felt  in  all  his  associations,  we  can  not  but  sinq^rely 
regret  that  his  life  here  was  cut  off  in  the  freshness  of  his  early 
manhood,  as  it  was  opening  up  before  him  with  such  promise  of 
usefulness  in  the  noble  profession  whose  ranks  he  had  just  entered. 

JResolved^  That  in  our  opinion,  by  his  death,  the  profession 
has  lost  one,  who  by  his  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  bade 
fair  to  stand  in  its  foremost  ranks— and  the  cause  of  Homoeopathy 
a  friend  ever  true  to  its  first  interests. 

Resolved^  That  while  thus  deeply  regretting  the  brevity  of  a 
life  so  full  of  rich  promise,  we  can  but  rejoice  that  our  brother  met 
the  great  change  with  so  much  manly  fortitude  and  Christiaa 
resignation,  and  that  he  has  entered  upon  a  life  which  is  the  reward 
of  all  those  who  acknowledge  their  dependence  upon  and  place  their 
trust  in  an  AUtoise  God, 

Hesolvedj  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the 
widow  of  our  deceased  brother,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Jocelyn  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  also  to  his  parents,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  I. 
Jocelyn,  of  Williamsburg,  L.  I.,  as  an  expression  of  our  sympathy 
with  them  in  their  deep  affliction;  and  we  trust  that  the  same 
confidence  in  the  Divine  Being^  which  inspired  our  brother  with 
hope  and  peace  during  his  last  moments  will  sustain  and  con- 
0<de  them. 

JResolvedj  That  copies  also  be  offered  to  the  editors  of  the 
North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  the  American  Homoeo- 
pathic Review  and  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer,  for 
publication,  and  that  they  be  recorded  in  the  society  minutes. 

P.  OscAB  C.  Benson,  ) 

B.  F.  Bowman,  [-Committee. 

W.  F.  Hocking,  ) 


oak  %titittB. 


Thb  Thebapeutios  of  Rbtboflexion  and  Retboyebsion  or 
THE  Utbbus.  By  E.  M.  Hale,  M.D.,  Author  of  New  Prov- 
ings,  &c.  Chicago,  C.  S.  Halsey,  1864.  For  sale  at  Detroit 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.    Price  30  cents. 

The  author  of  this  brochure  has  the  happy  faculty  of  selecting 
those  subjects  for  his  versatile  pen,  which  are  most  interesting  to 


M  AMEBIGAN   HOMCEOPATfllO   OBSESRTER. 

the  HomcBopathic  physician.  The  saccess  of  his  work  on  the  new 
remedies  is  sach  that  the  profession  will  grant  him  high  praise  for 
efforts  to  extend  our  knowledge  gf  materia  medica  and  therapeutics. 
The  subject  of  retroflexion  and  retroversion  of  the  uterus  has 
goaroe  been  mentioned  in  our  literature.  Dr.  Madden  has  a  paper 
on  Flexions  of  the  Womb,  which  appeared  a  long  time  ago  in  the 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  and  Drs.  Preston  and  Shearer 
have  short  articles  in  Vol.  I.,  of  the  Philadelphia  Journal,  relating 
to  retroversion.  It  will  be  seen  that  our  knowledge  of  the  HomoDO- 
pathic  treatment  of  these  diseases  has  been  very  limited.  Dr.  Hale's 
monograph  sets  forth  in  a  brief  but  plain  manner,  the  proper  me- 
chanical and  medical  remedies  to  be  used  in  these  affections,  and 
the  subject  is  fully  illustrated  with  plates  of  the  instruments  used  in 
rectifying  the  abnormal  position  of  the  womb,  and  retaining  that 
organ  in  normal  position.  We  know  of  no  work  of  its  size  more 
likely  to  impart  instruction,  to  prove  more  valuable  than  the  pam- 
phlet before  us. — N.  A,  JoumcU. 


Thbbapeutics  op  the  Day,  in  a  series  of  letters,  by  Dr.  Wilhblm 
Stens,  Sanitary  Councillor  of  his  majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
and  Physician  in  Ordinary  to  H.  R.  H.  Prince  Albrecht  of 
Prussia,  translated  from  the  German  with  the  special  permission 
of  the  author,  by  Henry  St.  Clair  Massiah.  Second  edition, 
revised.  London.  I.  Wertheimer  &  Co.  For  sale  at  Detroit 
Hom.  Pharmacy  at  $5.50. 

A  beautifully  printed  octavo  of  344  pages,  containing  twenty 
letters  with  the  following  titles:  1.  Physiology — Generation — 
Breathing — ^Digestion.  2.  Formation  and  Dissolution  of  Matter. 
3.  The  Nerves — ^Retrospect.  4.  Pathology.  6.  Materia  Medica. 
6.  Therapeutics — ^The  Antipathic  or  Revulsive  Method.  Y.  The 
Physiological  Method— The  Materialists.  8.  Inflammation — ^Theo- 
ries and  Treatment  of  the  same— The  True  Science.  9.  Discovery 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Law  of  Cure— Rules  for  Experiment.  10.  The 
Materia  Medica  of  Homceopathists.  11.  The  Pathology  of  Ho- 
moeopathists.  12.  Therapeutics  of  Homoeopathists.  13.  Historical 
Evidence  in  favor  of  the  Principle  of  Similarity.  14.  The  Theory 
of  the  Dose.  15.  The  Minute  Doses  of  Homceopathists.  16.  Re- 
sults of  Homoeopathic  Practice.  17.  History  of  Homoeopathy — 
Hahnemann's  Life  and  Labors.  18.  Details  as  to  how  Homoeopa- 
thy is  combated,  and  refutation  of  the  objections  adduced  against 
it.  19.  The  Self-Dispensing  of  Homceopathists.  20.  Survey  of 
Homoeopathy — Its  Position— What  have  Homceopathists  to  do? 

The  author's  preface  is  quaint  and  pungent,  "Go  into  the  world 
my  book,  and  do  thy  duty  as  I  did  mine  in  writing  thee.    Thy  bed 
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will  not  be  of  roses ;  but  fed  on  the  marrow  of  facts ;  thon  possessest 
the  courage  and  strength  that  are  required  to  combat  worthily  and 
perseveringly  in  the  great  battle  of  truth,  I  am  convinced  that 
neither  praise  nor  contempt  will  make  thee  deviate  from  the  path 
on  which  thou  art  destined  to  lead  suffering  humanity  to  health ; 
for  thy  intentions  are  of  the  finest  and  noblest,  and  thou  carriest 
with  thee  the  most  approved  and  efficacious  of  remedies.'' 

Notwithstanding  all  the  improvements  in  the  sciences  of  chem- 
istry, physiology  and  pathology,  there  has  been  no  corresponding 
advance  in  Allopathic  Therapeutics.  Our  author  directs  us  to  the 
indestructible  supports  of  true  Therapeutics,  viz:  Physiological 
Materia  Medica,  pure  objective  Pathology,  and  the  maxim  similia 

similibus  curantur. "  There  is  no  question  here,''  he  says,  "  of 

superficial  comparisons  between  the  symptoms  of  the  drug  and 
those  of  the  disease;  but  that  both  must  be  understood  organically, 
and  compared  in  their  bearings ;  that  therefore  a  picture  must  be 
drawn  both  of  the  disease  and  of  the  remedy,  and  that  an  organic 
diagnosis  must  be  founded  thereon,  a  proceeding  which  presumes 
the  profoundest  knowledge  of  uStiology,  Semiotics  and  Diagnos- 
tics, in  a  far  higher  organio  sense  than  usually." 

We  can  commend  this  work  to  our  friends  as  one  of  rare 
merit. 


HoMCEOPATHT  SiMPLtPiBD,  or  domestic  practice  made  easy,  con- 
taining explicit  directions  for  the  treatment  of  disease,  the 
management  of  accidents  and  the  preservation  of  health  by 
John  A.  Tabbell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Revised  edition.  Boston, 
Otis  Clapp.  For  sale  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  at 
$1,75;  to  physicians  at  $12   dozen. 

The  author  assumed  that  only  simple  forms  of  disease  would 
be  subjected  to  family  prescribing,  and  therefore  prepared  a 
manual  calling  for  j  the  use  of  some  48  well  tried  remedies. 
The  medicines  are  enumerated  according  to  their  degree  of 
usefulness  and  placed  in  such  relative  prominence  as  to  secure 
their  ready  selection."  This  book  therefore  avoids  "the  em- 
barrassment and  dissatisfaction  almost  certain  to  result  from  the 
perusal  of  several  pages  of  reliable  and  unreliable,  important 
and  unimportant  pathogenetic  symptoms,  which  are  recorded  in 
confusing  groups  and  unattended  by  any  well  defined  matter 
of  distinction." 

We  notice  that  Dr.  Hill's  recommendations  of  Baptisia,  Ma- 
crotin,  Podophyllin,  etc.,  etc.,  as  Prophylactics  are  copied  from 
his  epitome  of  the  Homoeopathic  healing  art. 
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night ;  A  Physiological  Classification  of  food.  This  portion  of  the 
work  is  invaluable.  It  is  an  available  rendering  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject. Much  careful  analysis  and  thought  are  requisite  iu  order  to 
write  so  succinctly  and  so  perspicuously.  When  treating  upon 
such  topics,  of  which  so  much  has  been  written,  the  question  is  not 
what  one  shall  say,  but  rather  what  he  shall  not  say.  It  is  a  rare 
merit  to  pause  when  enough  has  been  said.  The  chapter  upon 
"  General  Principles,"  will  not  mislead  or  weary  the  reader,  and  is 
by  no  means  the  least  important  and  valuable  department  of  this 
excellent  work. 

The  arrangement  and  classification  of  diseases  is  as  follows:  1. 
Acute ;  2.  Chronic ;  3.  Sporadic ;  4.  Epidemic.  Class  I.  Diseases 
of  the  Digestive  Function ;  II.  Do.  of  the  Respiratory  Function ; 
ni.  Do.  of  the  Circulatory  Function ;  IV.  Do.  of  the  Nervous 
Function ;  V.  Do.  of  the  Reproductive  Function  ;  VI.  Do.  of  the 
Secernent  Function. — JExCract  from  Review  by  Prof.  Ludlamy  in 
If.  A.  JbumcU. 


As  Efitomb  of  the  Hom(eofathic  Healing  Abt,  containing 
the  new  discoveries  and  improvements  of  the  present  time, 
designed  for  the  use  of  families  and  travelers,  and  as  a 
pocket  companion  for  the  physician,  by  B.  L.  Hill,  M.  D. 
Revised  edition. 

The  publication  of  the  revised  edition  of  this  work  has  been 
delayed  by  causes  beyond  our  control  until  the  present  time. 
It  is  now  printed,  and  before  the  issue  of  another  number 
will  be  mailed  to  our  subscribers.  It  has  been  printed  in 
good  clear  type,  and  yet  so  compactly  that  in  a  less  number 
of  pages  than  the  old  edition  it  contains .  at  least  one  -  fourth 
more  matter. 

We  will  forward  the  Epitome^  hy  mail  prepaid^  as  a  premium 
io  any  of  our  friends  who  will  send  ils  the  name  of  a  new  «w6- 
•scriber  for  the  Observer  with  the  subscription  for  one  year  $1  60. 


Manual  op  Homceopathio  Practice,  for  Families.  By  J.  S. 
Douglas,  M.D.,  of  Milwaukie.  For  sale  at  Detroit  liomoBo- 
pathic  Pharmacy  —  paper  covers  40  cents;  bound  60  cents; 
extra  binding  60  cents. 

This  little  domestic  work  is  especially  designed  for  the  use  of  fami* 
lies,  travelers,  and  persons  residing  at  a  distance  from  their  medical 
advisers.  The  book  is  characterized  by  conciseness,  accuracy,  and 
clearness  in  the  description  of  diseases  and  the  selection  of  appro* 
priate  remedies. 

There  are  but  few  Homoeopathic  physicians  in  this  country  w  ho 
so  thoroughly  understand  the  true  scope  and  genius  of  our  mate  rta 
medica,  as  our  friend  and  co-editor,  Doctor  Douglas.     It  was  to  be 
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expected,  therefore,  that  any  work  of  this  kind  from  his  pen,  would 
possess  unusual  practical  advantages.  * 

For  families  in  sparsely  populated  districts,  or  for  persons  on 
ship-board,  a  medical  guide  of  this  kind  is  calculated  to  be  of  essen- 
tial service,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  commending  it. — i\r.  A,  Jour. 


A  New  and  Compjbehbnsive  System  op  Materia  Msdica  amd 
Therapeutics,  arranged  upon  a  physiologico-pathological  basis, 
for  the  use  of  practitioners  and  students  of  medicine,  by 
Chas.  J.  Hempel,  M.  D.  Second  edition,  revised  and  con- 
siderably enlarged.  2  vols.  |12,  Wm.  Radde,  N.  Y,  For  sale 
at  Detroit  Hom.  Pharmacy, 

The  first  edition  of  Dr.  Hempel's  work  (1500  copies)  sold 
rapidly ;  it  was  reprinted  in  London,  England,  where  it  was  re- 
ceived with  favor.  A  second  edition  has  been  in  request  for  some 
years,  and  we  are  happy  to  announce  that  it  is  now  ready. 

Dr.  H.  says: — "The  reader  will  find  that  the  second  edition 
has  been  greatly  improved  and  considerably  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  new  remedies,  and  by  a  more  careful  elaboration  of  a 
number  of  the  older  remedies,  to  which  a  rather  short  space  had 
been  allotted  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work.'' 

Prof.  Hempel  has  enriched  our  literature  by  a  very  large  ' 
number,  of  excellent  translations  and  several  original  works,  the 
most  valuable  of  which  is  the  System  of  Materia  Medica  now 
before  us.     In  a  future   number,   we  expect  to  devote  space  for 
a  more  extended  notice  of  this  book. 


The  History  and  Heroes  op  the  Art  op  Medicine,  by  J. 
Rutherford  Russell,  M.  D.,  with  portraits.  London.  John 
Murray.  For  sale  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.  Price 
$10.00. 

The  history  of  medicine  at  different  periods^of  the  world*s 
history  is  presented  by  the  author  in  a  very  readable  book.  The  pro- 
minent physicians  of  each  age  are  noticed,  and  their  systems  brought 
under  review  in  an  able  manner,  ^sculapius,  Hippocrates,  Galen, 
Avicenna,  Dioscorides,  Roger  Bacon,  Cardan,  Paracelsus,  Lord 
Bacon,  Van  Helmont,  Henry,  DesCartes,  Sylvius  de  la  Boe,  Boyle, 
Sydenham,  Stahl,  Hoffmann,  Boerhave,  Haller,  Cullen,  John 
Brown,  Jenner,  and  lastly  Sdhnemann,  The  76  pages  of  the 
work,  which  are  devoted  to  Samuel  Hahnemann  and  the  homoeo- 
pathic practice,  contain  one  of  the  best  presentations  of  the  man 
and  the  practice  that  are  to  be  found  in  our  literature. 
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Tbansaohons  of  the  HoMCBOFATBric  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  YIrk,   1864. 

Our  colleagues  of  the  Empire  State  have  got  a  "good 
thing.''  Their  Allopathic  friends  (?)  procured  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  medical  so- 
cieties for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  and 
surgery  in  this  State."  Under  this  act  they  formed  county 
societies  and  a  state  society,  and  anticipated  thereby  to  "regu- 
late'' Homoeopathy  out  of  the  state.  But  the  Homoeopathic 
physicians  of  New  York,  also  formed  a  State  organization, 
and  it  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature,  and  vested  with 
all  tbe  powers  and  privileges  of  the  State  Allopathic  Society, 
By  virtue  of  this  law,  the  yearly  "  transactions"  are  published 
at  the  expense  of  the  State.  New  York  has  made  a  prece- 
dent in  this  matter  and  we  should  be  on  the  alert  in  other 
States,  to  sieze  upon  the  opportunity  above  offered,  to  obtain 
the  same  privileges  as  the  Old  School.  This  volume  is  a  fine 
octavo,  well  filled  with  practical  and  valuable  matter,  and 
reflects  credit  upon  the  many  contributors  of  the  various  or- 
ganizations tributary  to  the  State  Society. 

For  a  frontispieccv  it  has  a  fine  engraving  of  the  late  B. 
P.  Joslin,  M.Di,  L.L.D.,  a  memoir  of  whom  was  published  in 
vol.   1   Transactions,   (18C3) 

The  contributors  to  this  volume  are  men  well  known  to 
the  profession,  among  them  are  Dunham,  Wells,  Smith,  Bow- 
ers, Watson,  Paine,  Couch,  Raymond,  Boyce,  Gardner,  Robin- 
son, Beakley,   etc. 

The  most  noticable  articles  are  two  papers  on  cerebro- 
iq>inal  meningitis;  three  on  Diphtheria,  toxicological  effects  of 
Ergot,  (this  is  an  exceedingly  valuable  paper),  Infantile  mar- 
asmus. The  microscope  in  pathological  investigations;  relation 
of  pathology  to  therapeutics.  One  very  elaborate  paper  by 
Drs.  Paine  and  Watson,  is  particularly  worthy  of  mention; 
it  is  a  monthly  summary  of  prevailing  diseases  in  connection 
with  a  similar  summary  of  meteorological  observations  during 
the  year  1862.  They  propose  a  new  nosological  classification 
of  Diseases. 

The  proving  and  clinical  remarks  on  apis,  should  be  studied. 
The  historical  sketches  of  the  progress  of  Homoeopathy  in 
the  different  counties  and  cities  of  New  York,  are  of  great 
interest  H. 


fttiuts. 


AN    ADDBBSS 

Delivered  before  the  Meeting  of  the  Central  Society  of  German 
Homoeopathic  Physicians^  hdd  at  Brunswick^  Aug,  1864. 


BT  TBI  PBBSIDBFT,  DB.  FIBLITZ.* 


Honorable  Gentlemen  I 

"  We  can  never  exercise  any  power  over  Nature  save  when 
we  obey  her  laws?^ 

ThiR  axiom  appears,  at  iirst  sight,  to  be  somewhat  paradoxical, 
proceeding  as  it  does  from  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  most  thorough- 
going opponents  of  our  school ; — one,  however,  to  whom  a  noole 
homoeopathic  falcon  has  already  displayed  his  talons.  The  axiom 
involves  such  a  deep  truth,  that  we  may  venture  to  hold  it  aft 
the  most  important  rule  in  the  art  of  healing.  Truly  has  medi- 
cine been  styled  a  science  of  Nature,  a  science  of  discovery.  Itft 
aim  is  the  investigation  of  Nature's  laws,  its  product  is  experience* 
It  must  search  for  Nature's  law ;  that  alone  must  it  follow,  to  that 
alone  must  it  be  subservient.  Outside  the  law  of  Nature,  beyond 
the  law  of  vitality,  science  has  no  authority ;  than  their  investiga- 
tion, no  higher  purpose.  The  fundamental  object  of  Nature  is 
production  and  reproduction ;  it  is  life  itself,  which,  in  a  regular 
cycle,  according  to  eternal  laws,  produces,  disintegrates  and  repro- 
duces itself  by  its  own  processes— protects  and  preserves  its  pro- 
ductions according  to  the  same  laws.  An  ancient  Greek  of  world- 
wide renown  has  said  that  "a  living  being  works  for  a  definite 
purpose,  that  purpose  being  the  possession  of  life  itself."  This 
biological  process  is  manifested  in  each  organism  just  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  presents  itself  throughout  the  universe.  Through  the 
physiological  function,  this  biological  process  is  constantly  endeav- 
oring to  maintain  itself  in  a  normal  state,  to  balance  the  abnormal 

and  ever  varying  conditions  to  which,  from  its  susceptibility  to 

•  * 

*  For  the  translation  of  this  eloquent  and  snggestlve  address  firom  the  AVgemeine  Hcmao- 
pathuehe  Zeitung,  Nob.  16  and  17,  Band  69,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Nankirell  of  Penzance.— 
jDt.  Ryan'M  Monthly  Horn,  Review. 
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external  injuries,  it  is  exposed ; — these  abnormal  and  variable  con- 
ditions we  stj^le  diseases. 

Both  vital  processes— viz.,  the  preservation  of  the  normal  and 
restoration  from  the  abnormal  state — are  at  all  times  and  in  all 
cases  subject  to  the  same  biological  laws,  proceed  according  to  the 
same  physiological  development.  The  compensating  and  regulating 
action  of  the  organism,  through  which  it  preserves  its  own  integ- 
rity, is  properly  speaking  the  healing  element  in  disease,  it  is  the 
via  medicatrix  naturce^  which,  according  to  the  law  of  antagonism^ 
endeavors  to  resist  external  injuries. 

Disease  has  been  termed  simply  a  process  of  healing.  This  is 
illogical.  In  disease  a  process  of  healing  certainly  takes  place,  but 
that  alone  does  not  constitute  disease.  Disease  ,  involves  the 
presence  of  several  factors,  viz.:  1st,  the  external  injury;  2d,  the 
anomalising  influence  of  this  upon  the  organism ;  3d,  the  action 
and  reaction  of  the  organism;  and  4th,  the  antagonising  and 
regulating  action  of  the  system  which  constitutes  the  process  of 
healing. 

The  regulating  functions  does  not  always  bring  about  a  restor- 
ation of  the  normal  state,  but  the  overpowering  character  of  the 
morbid  condition  and  the  pre-existing  weakness  of  the  organism 
combine  to  effect  an  utter  destruction  of  health — in  other  words, 
death  takes  place. 

From  this,  then,  we  infer  that,  just  at  the  moment  when  Nature 
is  in  danger  of  being  overcome,  there  is  besides  the  healing  process 
set  up  by  Nature,  another  power  offered  to  preserve  life,  viz., 
scientific  medicine. 

If,  then,  scientific  medicine  is  to  control  the  diseased  organism, 
it  must  be  subject  to  vital  laws. 

Now  we  know  that,  than  the  law  of  Nature  there  is  no  higher 
law  by  which  life  is  preserved  and  protected,  consequently  the  only 
rule  on  which  the  art  of  healing  can  be  founded,  must  be  that  law 
of  vitality,  that  eternal  organic  order,  by  which  the  organism 
endeavors  to  maintain  its  integrity  against  all  sources  of  disease. 

Art  must  heal  as  Nature  heals.  Scientific  medicine  must  elicit 
a  reaction  against  the  action  of  the  causa  morbi  similar  to  that 
which  the  natural  antagonism  of  the  diseased  body  seeks  to  effect 
by  means  of  his  own  biological  laws. 

Scientific  medicine  accomplishes  this  end  in  two  ways :  1st.  By 
acting  locally  on  the  organ  diseased  by  means  of  the  specific  action 
of  a  medicine  influencing  that  particular  organ,  thus  concentrating 
the  vital  activity  of  the  whole  organism  upon  it;  removing  disease 
by  exciting  a  local  reaction.  2d.  Influencing  the  whole  organism 
by  the  general  action  of  the  same  remedy  through  its  primary  or 
secondary  actions,  in  order  to  further  the  change  which  cannot  be 
brought  about  except  through  the  efforts  of  the  whole  organism, 
including  those  parts  which  are  unaffected  by  disease.  For  physio- 
logy alleges  that  "  both  disease  and  its  cure  can  only  become  pos- 
sible 80  long  as  a  certain  portion  of  healthily  acting  parts  retain 
their  full  vital  energy." 
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Consequently  the  scientific  treatment  of  disease — that  which  is 
in  harmony  with  Nature's  laws— is  simply  the  co-operation  of  the 
powers  of  medicine  with  the  vis  medicatrix  ndturce^  effected  by  the 
principle  of  similitude.  We  have  termed  the  art  of  healing,  in 
accordance  with  Nature's  laws,  founded  on  the  basis  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  similitude,  the  medicine  of  dynamic  reaction.  "We  do  so  in 
order  to  distinguish  it  from  and  compare  it  with  other  methods  of 
healing.  Every  cure  must  be  effected  by  means  of  dynamic  reac- 
tion, and  no  medical  treatment  can  be  effectual  save  through  the 
<50-operation  of  all  the  organs  of  the  body  acting  harmoniously, 
whether  this  be  manifested  through  the  nerves  of  sensation,  or 
through  the  ganglionic  system;  consequently  there  is  no  other 
scientific  method  of  cure  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  Nature.  All 
other  principles  of  treatment  which  are  not  connected  with  the  via 
'  medicatrix  naturce  do  not  harmonise  with  the  efforts  of  the  organ- 
ism, they  are  aloof  from  and  opposed  to  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  course  of  disease  consists  in  an  alter- 
nation of  symptoms  of  action  and  reaction  (the  dominance  of 
disease  and  the  reaction  of  the  organism  against  it),  so  that  the 
most  acute  diagnostic  skill  is  requisite  to  distinguish  the  signs  of 
disease  from  those  of  reaction.  Indeed  it  is  often  impossible  to 
trace  the  line  separating  them.  It  necessarily  happens  then,  that 
an  pseudo  medicine  destitute  of  principle,  which  to  give  greater 
prominence  to  physiology  merely  waves  its  flag  at  subjective 
symptoms,  but  takes  the  field  in  great  force  against  those  which 
are  objective^  must  fall  into  a  state  of  extreme  perplexity,  when  in 
the  heat  of  the  battle  it  is  compelled  to  direct  its  batteries  against 
both  friends  and  foes— against  symptoms  of  disease  and  symptoms 
of  reaction. 

Some  have  endeavored  to  establish  in  an  illusory  and  unphysio- 
logical  manner  the  existence  of  other  principles  of  cure  and  of 
science  of  healing.  Such  persons  have  maintained,  that  the  attempt 
to  suppress  disease  by  acting  on  an  exclusive  principle  is  not  admis- 
sible ;  that  in  a  general  sense  no  universal  principle  of  medicine  can 
be  allowed ;  and  the  authority  for  various  methods  of  hiealing  has 
been  invoked  by  saying  that,  as  the  human  organism  avails  itself  of 
various  ways  of  obviating  anomalies  which  have  intruded  them- 
selves, so  there  must  be  various  scientific  modes  of  curing  them. 
But  this  is  altogether  an  erroneous  conclusion.  For  all  efforts  of 
the  body  to  recover  health,  emanate  from  a  general  vital  law 
operating  both  in  normal  and  abnormal  states  of  the  body.  Each 
function  of  the  organism,  each  vital  action,  is  subject  to  the  control 
of  one  central  organ.  Every  reaction  is  accomplished  through  the 
nerves  of  the  central  organ,  every  crisis  in  the  elimination  of 
disease  is  invariably  brought  about  through  the  influence  of  the 
ganglionic  system  and  the  physiological  laws  regulating  it.  The 
vaiions  attempts  at  restoring  health,  therefore,  which  Nature  is 
said  to  imitate,  and  froni  which  some  pretend  to  derive  different 
systems  of  treatment,  all  are  invariably  the  result  of  the  action  of 
one  and  the  same  central  organ,  owe  aUegiance  to  one  and  the  same 
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vital  law,  have  one  and  the  same  end  in  view;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  establish  different  methods  of  treatment  from  the  various  reac- 
tions of  the  central  organ,  reactions  varying  according  to  the 
localities  in  which  they  occur.  This  general  vital  law  is  the  only 
guiding- star  of  scientific  practice.  Scientific  medicine,  by  acting 
in  unison  with  natural  laws,  closely  follows,  in  the  remedies  it 
suggests,  the  effects  of  the  organism ;  as  a  great  physiologist  has 
beautifully  remarked,  *'  it  consists  in  a  thorough  individualisation 
of  every  case,  it  demands  an  analysis  of  each  conducted  with  the 
closest  attention,  and  a  selection  of  remedies,  not  in  conformity 
with  a  nosological  system,  but  according  to  the  essential  peculiari- 
ties of  each.''  And,  let  us,  add,  it  also  requires  a  complete  compre- 
hension of  the  entire  morbid  process  to  select  the  remedy  which  in 
the  similarity  of  its  action  corresponds  thereto.  With  the  form  of 
the  disease  we  also  obtain  an  insight  into  its  character;  for  the 
form  is  the  manifestation  of  character — it  is,  so  to  speak,  that  side 
of  the  disease  which  is  presented  to  the  physician.  The  form,  the 
display  of  its  nature,  however  subtle  this  may  be,  must  be 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  homoeopathic  physician ;  for  very 
truly  does  the  philosopher  of  Koenigsberg  remark  '^  that  we  do  not 
actually  know  anything  itself,  but  are  only  conscious  of  the  impres- 
sions thereby  made  on  our  own  senses,  and  that  through  this 
contemplation  the  real  character  of  things  can  never  be  fully 
understood." 

The  silly  childish  derision  of  all  subjective  symptoms  in  diagno- 
sis is  a  contradiction  of  which  physiologists  are  not  seldom  guilty. 
It  is  an  outrage  against  the  law  of  nerve-physiology  which  tells  us 
"the  subjective  sensation,  that  of  which  we  are  conscious,  the  pain, 
arises  from  the  nerves  of  sensation,  through  sensation  objective 
states  discover  themselves,  consequently  the  expressions  of  disease 
thus  produced  must  be  regarded  in  diagnosis  as  much  as  the  objec- 
tive symptoms." 

The  law  of  aimilia^  then,  can  be  carried  out  even  when  the 
essential  nature  of  the  disease  is  unknown,  can  be  made  available 
beyond  the  limits  when  exact  observation  is  possible.  This  law 
depends  for  its  development  on  the  expressions,  the  external 
appearances  of  processes  which  are  hidden  from  our  view. 

Since  the  principle  of  similia  allows  us  to  keep  parallel  onlj/ 
with  the  morbid  process,  the  most  irrefragable  logic  assures  us  that 
the  homoeopathic  system  harmonises  in  its  modus  operandi  with 
the  various  ways  of  which  Nature  avails  herself  in  counterbalancing 
morbid  conditions,  and  when  fully  developed  it  will  render  all 
other  current  methods  of  cure  superfluous. 

Through  this  the  homoeopathic  system,  the  natural  science  of 
healing,  will  always  be  accurately  distinguished  from  an  pseudo- 
medicine.  Hence  the  contempt  which  has  been  hurled  at  homoeo- 
pathy will  ever  remain  a  singular  instance  of  ethics  in  the  science 
of  medicine,  a  dark  spot  on  the  purple  mantle  of  legitimate  state 
medicine,  a  spot  ever  becoming  more  conspicuous  the  brighter  the 
truth  of  homoeopathy  shall  shine  into  the  dark  chasm  of  thera- 
peutics.    _ 
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We  must  allow  as  some  excuse  the  naive  confession  of  a 
renowned  physiologist,  who  assures  us  that  "  it  is  most  difficult  for 
men  of  learning  who  have  obtained  a  high  reputation  to  sacrifice  to 
the  progress  of  knowledge  their  preconceived  opinions,  and  adopt 
fundamentally  new  views."  Contrary  to  this,  another  physiologist 
says,  "  that  which  is  novel  always  appears  -dangerous  whilst  its 
novelty  remains,  but  true  science  is  inconvenient  and  hostile  only 
to  that  which  is  false  and  arbitrary,  the  human  dogma." 

We  are  aware,  besides,  that  homoeopathy  has  to  many  a  meta* 
physical  appearance ;  and  a  poet  tells  us  that  metaphysics  are  not 
adapted  for  the  brains  of  all  men,  and  let  us  add,  seem  not  to  be 
adapted  to  those  whose  brains  are  eaten  up  with  ambition  I 

Hence  has  it  arisen  that  homoeopathv  has  continued  to  the 
present  time  a  victim  of  the  proceedings  of  antiquated  institutions 
and  privileges,  a  victim  of  the  ill-will  of  corporations,  of  university 
monopolies  and  the  hereditary  wisdom  of  professors,  regarding  the 
possessors  of  which  Holy.Scripture  says,  "They  thinking  themselves 
to  be  wise  have  become  fools." 

Here  they  have  erected  splendid  buildings  for  the  professors  of 
chemistry,  there  they  have  built  pathologico-anatomical  palaces  for 
death ;  but  elsewhere  they  have  endeavored  to  put  the  strait-jacket 
of  medical  police  over  the  attempt  to  cure  in  accordance  with  the 
life-giving  laws  of  Nature. 

But  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  fortune  of  homoeopathy ;  it  is 
entirely  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  an  age  in  which  an  ultramon- 
tane dignitary  of  the  church  could,  into  the  very  grave  of  the  most 
eminent  naturalist  of  our  century,  cast  against  him  the  charge  that 
he  was  a  "  destroyer  of  souls."  This  dissension  in  natural  science 
belongs  to  a  period  when  man  preferred  the  Devil  himself  as  a 
professor-ordinarius  in  natural  history  ;  endeavored  to  obstruct  or 
stop  the  inconvenient  laws  of  Nature  and  turn  back  the  pretensions 
of  offensive  natural  science. 

Where  the  freedom  of  science  is  persecuted  and  art  is  hand- 
cuffed, where  Boeotians  assemble  in  the  chambers  of  our  German 
representatives,  and  in  parliamentary  style  sit  in  judgment  on  what 
they  term  the  "scientific  nonsense"  of  homoeopathy— there  is  not 
so  much  as  freedom  of  thought. 

For  such  a  complicated  jo^ica  polonica  of  the  judgment  we  can 
really  find  no  simile ;  but  one  well  acquainted  with  that  disgusting 
disease  at  Cracow  suggests  a  remedy,  an  antipathic  remedy,  it  is 
described  as  "  combing  and  shampooing." 

For  more  than  a  thousand  years,  the  medical  Ahasuerus  has 
wandered  from  one  system  tp  another  in  search  of  a  reliable  prin- 
<5iple  of  cure ;  since  the  memory  of  man  state  med!lcine  has  adopted 
the  teaching  sometimes  of  one  school,  sometimes  of  another,  and  to 
this  day  even  the  dominant  physiological  school  itself  has  not  yet 
Announced  any  therapeutic  principle  of  Nature's  production. 

The  principle  of  cure  is  the  basis  of  all  therapeutics.  But  even 
after  the  unveiling  of  the  topmost  peaks  of  physiological  medical 
«cience,  the  Berlin  Coryphaeus  of  cellular  development  himself  has 
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yet  to  elaborate  a  rational  therapy,  and  the  celebrated  physiologist 
of  Dresden  has  declared  "  that  hitherto  physiological  medicine  is 
nothing  better  than  a  variegated  web  of  facts,  opinions,  obser- 
vations and  fancies  which  have  been  woven  together  by  all  sorts  of 
poetical  conceits,  and  the  lumber  of  high  sounding  words."  We  all 
rememlier  that  physiological  medicine  opposed  itself  to  homoeopa- 
thy as  the  true  and  rational  medicine,  and  now  we  see  how  discred- 
itable it  has  rendered  the  principle  of  rationalism. 

Notwithstanding  this  frank  and  at  the  same  time  deplorable 
testimony  regarding  medical  science,  as  it  has  hitherto  existed,  the 
physiological  gentl-emen  even  of  these  times  have  again  so  entangled 
and  fastened  themselves  in  the  net  of  their  cells  and  tissues,  that 
overwhelmed  with  the  multitude  of  these  cells  they  cannot  find  the 
real  want  of  their  peculiar  medical  science,  indeed  neither  here  nor 
there  have  they  once  succeeded  in  realizing  it.  But  this  desider- 
atum is  a  therapeutic  principle  necessary  to  the  cell  and  tissue  cure 
becoming  really  practical. 

It  is  rumored  that  such  a  cell  and  tissue  therapy  is  to  be  looked 
forward  to,  founded  on  this  biologico-pathogenetic  axiom — '^  life  is^ 
the  activity  of  the  cell,  its  peculiarity  is  the  peculiarity  of  the  cell. 
The  essence  of  disease  is  in  an  altered  cell ;  the  cell,  the  condition, 
the  disorder,  the  injury  of  the  cell  is  the  first  cause  of  every  disease, 
of  every  abnormality," 

If  it  is  not  presumptuous  to  inquire,  whence  comes  all  this 
elementary  matter  with  its  chemical  and  physical  forces,  of  which 
everything  is  composed — so  must  it  be  permitted  to  ask  regarding, 
the  origin,  the  primary  cause  of  the  disorder  in  the  elementary 
organs  and  of  the  abnormal  state  of  the  tissues  in  the  human 
organism,  in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to  treat  those  parts  with 
any  degree  of  success.  But  should  the  hydrogenous,  i.  e.,  the 
hydrogen  and  carbon  of  morbid  conditions  assert  their  pathogene- 
tic importance,  still  a  disordered  state  of  the  cells  would  not  yet  be 
the  ultima  thule  of  pathology. 

It  remains  for  us  to  consider  in  this  place  that  these  constitu- 
tions cannot  all  be  regarded  under  one  definition,  since  the  transi- 
tions which  Nature  eff^icts  are  very  subtle  and  closely  connected. 
Whether  a  classification  according  to  those  fundamental  character- 
istics of  the  constitution,  and  a  division  of  medicines  into  nutritional 
and  functional  can  be  made  to  harmonize  with  the  principle  of 
similia^  can  be  proved  neither  by  induction  or  mathematical  philo- 
sophy, but  must  remain  for  future  experience  to  verify. 

If  a  disordered  and  morbid  state  of  the  cells,  brought  about  by 
causes  ab  extra,  is  the  foundation  of  all  diseases,  then  indeed  the 
infinitely  varied  form  in  which  medicines  act  on  the  healthy  body, 
—their  physiologico-pathogenetic  effects  can  be  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  deranged  state  ol  the  cells  and  of  the  tissues,  as  indeed 
pathological  anatomy  has  already  proved.  Medicines  or  poisons 
when  introduced  into  the  organism  in  certain  doses  hold  the  same 
relation  to  it  as  do  the  causes  of  natural  disease,  and  they  sustain 
this  relation  only  in  so  far  as  they  are  medicines,  and  in  this  latter 
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quality  they  heal  just  those  disorders  of  cells  and  tissues,  the  simili- 
tude of  whose  forms  and  manifestations  they  give  rise  to. 

Here,  in  practical  relation  to  the  cell  and  tissue  theory,  the 
truth  of  the  homoeopathic  principle  stands  out  afresh,  for  it  is 
adapted  to  all  physiological  rules,  when  these  are  founded,  not  on  a 
merely  conjectural  origin,  not  in  supposition  or  imagination,  but  on 
the  basis  of  Nature's  laws. 

Very  recently  a  candid,  impartial  and  highly  intellectual  non- 
homoeopath  has  found  that  homoeopathy  "in  relation  to  diseases 
originating  in  a  disturbance  of  the  circulation  confirms  and  corro- 
borates itself  in  a  remarkable  manner." 

If  we  are  not  content  to  go  half  way,  but  press  forward  into 
the  regions  of  medical  discovery,  we  meet  with  an  avowal  of  the 
manner  of  the  direct  operation  of  our  medicinal  forces  on  the  ele- 
mentary organs  and  on  the  cells ;  and  we  not  only  recognise  the 
pretensions  of  materialism,  but  we  also  support  the  so-called  spiri- 
tualism,  and  its  direct  relation  to  nerve  substance  and  proper 
number  of  their  divisions ;  thus  will  the  elastic  line  of  homceopathio 
healing  power  be  extended  far  and  wide  in  all  directions,  and  the 
homoeopathic  art  of  healing  must  and  will  everywhere  receive 
justice,  where  now,  if  only  in  certain  places  the  organ  of  celebrity 
shall  have  become  decayed.    Then  also  will  the  time  have  arrived 
when  the  lists  of  learning  will  be  opened  to  medical  celebrities  and 
their  capacity.    The  celebrities  will  then  not  only  press  forward  in 
the  true  spirit  of  the  principle  of  similitude,  for  "  Nature  unlocks 
herself  to  the  thoughtful  investigator^''  but  they  will  make  clearly 
understood  the  sharpest  point  of  criticism— the  necessary  conse- 
quences of  this  principle ;  it  will  be  evident  to  them  that  a  system 
of  medical  treatment  that  will  certainly  and  promptly  operate  on 
the  morbid  process,   and   will  introduce  its  remedies    into    the 
organism  in  a  manner  which  completely  corresponds  with  the  phy- 
siological laws  of  the  organism;  i.  e.,  it  will  introduce  the  particles 
of  medicine  into  the  organism  in  an  atomic  state,  and  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  can  by  their  endosmotic  and  exosmotic  circulation 
enter  into  the  absorbing  papillae  of  mouth,  from  the  papillae  pass 
into  the  capillaries,  from  the  capillaries  into  the  veins,  from  the 
veins  into  the  vena  cava,  from  the  vena  cava  into  the  general  mass 
of  blood,  and  with  the  blood,  according  to  the  law  of  its  diffusion, 
to  the  enemy  itself— to  the  mass  of  disease  itself.     And  thus,  the 
atoms  of  medicine,  taking  the  same  course  as  the  sixty  billionth 
cell  corpuscles,  in  accordance  with  the  cycle  of  primeval  order,  will 
pervade  the  system,  reaching  the  elementary  organs  and  tissues  of 
the  body,  which  are  certainly  not  a  sieve  through  which  a  two- 
grain  pill  can  be  made  to  pass  I     Such  atomic  doses  are  not  affected 
by  any  of  the  complicated  metamorphoses  laid  down  in  the  formulae 
of  our  professors  as  taking  place  in  the  stomach  by  digestion,  by 
chemical  changes  and  separations  in  the  blood,  by  the  reciprocal 
decomposition  and  metamorphoses  taking  place  in  the  body,  and  in 
absolutely  unknown  intensity. 

By  a  true  physiologist  the  atomized,  potentized,  dynamized, 
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disclosed,  attenuated  form  of  our  medicines  must  be  recognized' 
whatever  may  be  the  name  by  which  men  may  choose  to  character" 
ize  thi^  condition  of  them;  yea,  more,  the  essential  spiritual 
operation  of  them  upon  the  terminations  of  the  nerves,  and  through 
the  centripetal  fibres  upon  the  centre,  should,  I  say,  no  longer 
remain  an  enigma;  no  more  an  enigma  than  the  extreme  waste  of 
force  in  massive  doses  of  physic,  doses  which  cannot  be  assimilated, 
are  inactive,  and,  luckily,  oftentimes  without  results ;  these  take  the 
way  of  all  fl6sh  through  the  body  and  are  found  again  useless^in 
the  urine. 

It  is  now  time,  and  homoeopathy  has  directed  attention  to  the 
subject,  that  the  numerous  junior  members  of  the  physiological 
school  should  pass  from  the  unbounded  confidence  they  have  in 
their  unfounded  theories,  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  manner 
required  by  nature,  and  the  physiological  routes  by  which  remedies 
must  and  can  reach  the  utmost  limits  of  the  organism. 

It  is  a  fact  very  remarkable,  and  exceedingly  satisfactory,  that 
we  so  often  find  in  the  ranks  of  our  opponents,  triumphant  involun- 
tary defenders  of  our  law  of  healing.  A  Coryphceus  of  the  physio- 
logical school  says,  "  Nature  without  properties,  without  force  is 
nothing.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  may  reduce  a  substance  to 
an  extreme  tenuity  so  as  to  think  it  immaterial,  to  such  a  tenuity 
IU3  man  only  is  capable  of  effecting ;  yet  it  nevertheless  remains  a 
substance,  and  if  this  substance  is  to  elicit  the  most  manifold  actions, 
so  is  it  little  else  than  a  spirit,  an  essence  organically  furnished.  It 
is  a  Spiritus  Hector.^^ 

A  good  lesson  this  for  the  obstinate  chemical  philosopher  and 
abolitionist  of  all  biology. 

We  are  here  merely  of  the  opinion,  it  may  be,  that  this  Spirifus 
Hector  would  not  have  space  enough  if  we  attempted  to  confine  it 
within  the  limits  of  a  body  the  size  of  a  poppy-seed ;  we  must  allow 
the  substance  a  more  capacious  vehicle,  although  not  so  large  as  a 
marble  basin,  in  order  that  we  may  satisfy  to  some  extent  our 
rationalists  and  sceptics. 

He  goes  on  to  say: — "Chemical  bodies  deposit  themselves  in 
those  parts  to  which  they  belong,  or  else  they  become  moved 
thither  by  other  bodies ;  but  no  force  of  a  heterogeneous  nature 
enters  this  most  delicate  mechanism  without  disturbing  it.  Every 
thing  strange  and  foreign  will  be  an  obstruction." 

Words  which  should  indeed  be  treasured  up  in  the  hearts  of 
compounders  of  mixtures!  It  does  not  require  a  sneer  to  pro- 
phesy that  homoeopathy  with  her  Materia  Medica  founded  and 
erected  on  a  physiological  basis,  so  soon  as  it  shall  have  been  freed 
from  reserved,  mysterious  management,  will  be  able  to  establish  a 
cell  and  tissue  therapy  sooner  than  its  discoverers,  to  whom  two 
trifles  only  are  wanting,  viz.,  a  profound  approximate  knowledge  of 
the  remedies ;  and  then  only  a  principle^  that  these  may  be  made 
available  in  a  practical  manner  for  the  restoration  of  cell  and  tissue 
derangements. 

Let  us  do  ample  justice  to  the  iron  industry  of,  and  the  praise- 
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worthy  results  obtained  by  the  physiological  school  in  the  sciences 
anxiliary  to  medicine ;  let  us  frame  dithyrambics  to  the  immensity 
of  their  acquisitions,  let  us  regard  these  acquisitions  as  the  inalien- 
able property  of  every  accomplished  physician ;  yet  must  we  pro- 
test against  the  statement  of  the  Allgemeine  Medicinisc/ie  Central^ 
zeitung^  to  the  effect  that  twenty-five  years  ago  practical  medicine 
celebrated  her  most  brilliant  period  in  the  production  of  Skoda's 
work,  the  importance  of  which  was  admitted  by  all,  and  actually 
marked  an  era  in  medical  history,  that  from  this  work  was  dated 
that  renown  of  which  modern  medicine  is  so  proud.  Far  be  it 
from  us  to  wish  to  detract  from  Skoda's  renown,  but  diagnosis,  the 
glory  of  medical  discovery,  is  very  far  from  being  the  art  of 
bealmg ;  the  brilliant  point  in  practical  medicine  is  a  system  of 
therapeutics  in  harmony  with  Nature's  laws,  elevated  through 
diagnosis; — just  such  an  one  as  homoeopathy  has  procured  for 
science  during  the  last  fifly  years. 

Therefore  homoeopathy  carries  off  the  lion's  share  of  the  reputa- 
tion of  practical  medicine. 

Moreover,  we  cannot  admit,  and  shall  ever  oppose  as  earnestly 
as  possible,  that  homoeopathic  medicine — a  system  in  complete 
harmony  with  natural  laws — should  ever  become  subject  to  the 
so-called  physiological  school ;  unless  this  school  with  its  auxiliary 
sdences  should  submit  to  the  laws  of  pharmaco-dynamics,  and  the 
therapeutic  principle  of  homoeopathy.  This  then  after  all  would 
perhaps  be  the  most  pardonable  compromise  for  both  divisions  of 
medicine,  and  the  result  would  be  an  universally  acknowledged 
scientific  system  of  medicine  based  on  Nature  herself. 

Finally,  we  reproduce  the  words  of  an  eminent  and  impartial 
philosopher,  who  remarks  with  complete  correctness  : — "  He  who 
does  not  study  homoeopathy,  and  does  not  translate  the  ideas  of 
Hahnemann  into  the  language  of  modem  natural  philosophers,  and 
so  has  not  obtained  a  complete  knowledge  and  capacity  to  employ 
them,  is  not  a  fully  accomplished  physician,  and  will  be  lacking  in 
his  profession  the  most  important  resources.''  Such  a  man,  there- 
fore, we  add,  will  never  exercise  any  power  over  nature,  nor  learn 
to  obey  her. 


GASES    ILLUSTRATING  THE   SELECTION   OF    THE 
OHABACTEBITIC    SYMPTOMS. 


BT  DB.    BA.TI8. 


When  a  group  of  symptoms  present  themselves  to  our  notice, 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  determine,  in  the  hurry  of  actual  practice, 
whioby  out  of  many,  shall  be  selected  as  the  characteristic  symptom 
to  gnide  ns  in  the  choice  of  the  remedy. 
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Few  men,  in  a  case  of  pneumonia,  would  have  been  led,  as  Mr. 
Wilson  was,  to  select  the  "  fan  -  like  motion  of  the  alae  nasi"  as  the 
characteristic  indication;  and  in  this  selection  he  was  guided  by 
the  experience  of  many  years,  rather  than  by  the  promineiice  ac- 
corded to  the  symptom  in  the  proving  of  the  medicine. 

Yet  here  his  clinical  experience  stood  him  in  good  stead ;  and 
I  have  myself  cured  two  cases  by  Lycopodium  30,  where  similar 
symptoms  were  very  marked.      Both  were  cases  of  pneumonia,  oc- 
curring in  very  unhealthy  children,  during  a  convalescence  follow 
ing  scarlet  fever,  which  had  been  treated  Allopathically. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  to  record  a  few  cases,  where  clinical  ex- 
perience has  proved  the  importance  of  certain  symptoms,  and  their 
right  to  be  considered  as  characteristic. 

Case  i. — Amenorrhoea  cured  hy  JBelladonna, 

Sophia  W.,  aet.  17.  First  seen,  Sept.  2d,  1863.  For  twelve 
months  has  been  failing  in  health  and  strength.  Countenance 
anaemic.  The  catamenia  appeared  once,  twelve  months  ago,  and 
have  not  recurred  since.  She  is  greatly  troubled  with  leucorrhoea, 
like  white  of  eggs.  Has  pains  from  the  pubes,  running  through  to 
the  back.  Has  severe  headache,  coming  on  once  a  week,  some- 
times oftener ;  the  pain  affects  the  eyesight.  When  the  headache 
is  present  there  is  intolerance  of  light.  Pupils  of  the  eyes  greatly 
dilated. 

Looking  to  the  generally  anaemic  condition  of  this  patient,  and 
her  amenorrhoea,  I  ordered  Pulsatilla  3d,  a  pilule  three  times  a 
day  for  a  week. 

Sept.  16th.  There  was  no  improvement  in  any  respect;  and 
she  also  complained  of  pain  after  food. 

The  head  and  eye  symptoms  now  led  me  to  prescribe  Belladonna 
12,  a  pilule  twice  a  day  for  a  week. 

23d.  She  reported  herself  much  better.  The  period  had  oc- 
curred. Ordered  to  continue  Belladonna.  At  the  next  visit  she 
reported  herself  quite  well. 

Dr.  Tessier  very  justly  observes  that  it  seldom  occurs  that  it  is 
possible  to  find  a  single  remedy  which  shall  be  homoeopathic  to  the 
whole  course  of  a  disease ;  nay,  more  —  that  you  can  very  seldom 
meet  with  a  single  remedy  which  will  completely  cover  all  the 
symptoms  which  are  simultaneously  present.  We  therefore  fre- 
quently find  that  while  a  large  number  of  the  symptoms  are 
removed  by  one  medicine,  others  remain  which  require  the  exhibi- 
tion of  a  second  remedy. 

This  difficulty  of  finding  a  single  remedy  which  will  exactly 
cover  all  the  symptoms  of  a  disease  has  led  to  the  alternation  of 
remedies  by  most  of  our  practitioners. 

Others  have  been  led,  by  this  difficulty,  to  treat  disease  on  a 
pathological  basis;  and  a  third  and  very  much  smaller  number 
have  followed  Dr.  Lutze,  in  the  practice  of  mixing  medicines  —  a 
practice  which  he  asserts  was  sanctioned  by  Hahnemann  himself. 

The  following  case  illustrates  the  utility  of  a  secondary  medi- 
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cine.  Whether  both  sets  of  symptoms  would  have  simultaneously 
disappeared,  had  both  medicines  been  given  m  alternation,  or 
mixed,  is  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture. 

Case  ii, — Sore  Throat  cured  hy  Belladonna^  followed  hy  Pulsatilla. 

Sarah  P.,  set.  34.  First  seen,  Sept.  4th,  1863.  Was  seized 
yesterday  with  shivering  and  great  aching  in  the  limbs^  followed 
by  sore  throat  and  fever.  Scarlet  fever  is  very  prevalent  al 
round  her  home.  Tonsils  and  uvula  red,  swollen  and  inflamed. 
Ordered  Belladonna  12th,  eighteen  globules,  dissolved  in  half-pint 
of  water;  a  dessert-spoonful  to  be  taken  every  three  or  four  hours. 

Sept.  9th.  The  patient  was  greatly  better  in  every  respect. 
Febrile  symptoms  had  disappeared,  but  the  throat  still  remained 
sore.  Ordered  Belladonna  3,  a  pilule  three  times  a  day  (from  C.  S. 
Sore  throat), 

18th.  The  sore  throat  disappeared  shortly  after  the  last  visit, 
but  a  sense  of  choking  in  the  throat  remained.  Ordered  Pulsatilla 
12  (from  C.  S.  Choking  sensation)^  a  pilule  twice  a  day.  This  cured 
the  choking  sensation,  and  lefl  the  patient  quite  well. 

The  following  case  illustrates,  on  the  other  hand,  the  folly  of 
changing  a  medicine,  with  the  idea  of  hastening  a  cure,  unless 
there  is  some  strong  reason  for  it. 

Case  in. —  Chronic  Asthma  cured  hy  Lachssis ;    cure  retarded 

by  Pulsatilla. 

James  S.,  set.  65.  First  seen,  September  4th,  1863.  Has  been 
subject  to  chronic  cough  for  more  than  two  years.  The  cough 
comes  on  at  night,  in  long  distressing  fits  of  dry  coughing,  which 
are  not  relieved  till  he  expectorates  towards  the  end  of  the  fit  a 
quantity  of  white  frothy  mucus,  very  tenacious  and  gluey.  Tongue 
red  and  clean ;  heart's  action  normal ;  bowels  confined ;  patient  thin 
and  pale.  Ordered  Lachesis  12,  a  pilule  three  times  a  day  (from 
C.  S.  Dry  Jit  of  cough,  relieved  toward  the  end  by  coughing  up 
frothy  tenaciou$  gluey  mi^us), 

Sept.  9th.  Greatly  better.  Sleeps  well ;  less  cough  and  expec- 
toration.   Continue  Lachesis  12. 

18th.  Still  better.  Bowels  regular.  The  pale  countenance  of 
the  man  and  some  slight  symptoms  of  venous  congestion  induced 
me  to  order  Pulsatilla  3,  a  pilule  three  times  a  day. 

23d.  Patient  not  so  well ;  cough  increased.  Ordered  Lachesis 
6,  a  pilule  three  times  a  day. 

30th.     Very  much  better,  in  every  respect.    Continue. 

Oct.  14th.  Quite  convalescent ;  cough  and  expectoration  almost 
ceased.     Continue  Lachesis  6,  a  pilule  twice  a  day. 

21st.     Cured.    The  patient  has  not  been  so  well  for  years. 

This  case  presents  another  point  of  interest,  as  it  shows  conclu- 
sively the  power  of  Lachesis  when  strictly  indicated.  The  value 
of  Lachesis  has  been  denied  by  some  of  our  transatlantic  bretbit^\^. 
This  is  one  of  many  cases  in  which  I  have  Ee^u  *\\.  oi  ^\^^\»  ^^TNf\a^. 
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Case  rv. — Enlarged  Cervical    Glandy   <bc,^  cured  by  MercuritM 

lod. — Dyspepsia  cured  by  Yeratrum^ 

Harriet  P.,  aet.  36.  Sept.  4th,  1863.  A  patient  of  dark  bilious 
complexion  came  to  me  with  an  indurated  cervical  gland,  on  the 
right  side  of  the  neck.  She  had  also  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 
extending  to  the  right  shoulder.  Pain  after  food.  Pyrosis  several 
times  a  day.  Ordered  Mercur.  iod.  12,  a  pilule  twice  a  day  (from 
0.  S.  Enlarged  gland  and  pain  in  liver), 

11th.  Gland  much  less  and  soft.  Liver  symptoms  cured. 
Dyspeptic  symptoms  no  better ;  pyrosis  several  times  a  day,  and 
great  epigastric  pain  immediately  after  every  meal.  Ordered  Ver- 
atrum  6,  a  pilule  twice  a  day  (from  C.  ;^S.  Oastrodynia  and 
pyrosis), 

18th.  No  pyroris.  Better  in  every  respect.  Ordered  Verat. 
12,  a  pilule  twice  a  day. 

Oct.  2d.    Reports  herself  quite  well. 

In  this  case  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  two  medicines 
would  have  cured  the  patient  much  more  rapidly  if  given  in 
alternation. 

Case  v.    Intermittent  Neuralgia  unaffected  by  China^  cured 

by  Belladonna. 

Eliza  A.,  aet.  23.  Sept.  4th.  A  pale,  anaemic,  but  stout  young 
woman.  Has  severe  neuralgia  of  the  left  side  of  the  head  and  face. 
The  pain  comfes  on  with  great  heat  and  redness  in  the  face.  Occurs 
on  alternate  days,  coming  on  at  2  p.  m.  with  great  regularity,  and 
lasts  till  she  has  been  in  bed  for  some  time ;  she  then  gets  to  sleep, 
and  next  day  is  free  from  pain,  though  weak.  Ordered  her  China 
12,  eighteen  globules  to  be  dissolved  in  half  pint  of  water;  give  a 
table-spoonful  three  times  a  day  (from  C.  S.  Periodicity), 

9th.    No  better,    and  in  addition  has  sore  throat.    Ordered 

Belladonna  3,  a  pilule  every  four  hours    (from  C.  S.  Sore  throaty 

flushed  fa/ic^  and  periodicity ;  attack  coming  on  in  the  afternoon) 

11th.  Very  much  better.  The  attack  delayed  till  7  p.  m.,  and 
lasting  only  three  hours,  in  a  milder  form.  Ordered  Belladonna 
3d  decimal,  four  drops  in  half  pint  of  water;  a  table-spoonful 
every  four  hours.  There  was  no  attack  after  this,  and  the  patient, 
whom  I  saw  some  weeks  after,  was  perfectly  well,  and  looked 
healthy  and  strong. 

In  none  of  these  cases  was  there  the  slightest  change  of  diet 
ordered,  nor  is  it  my  usual  habit  to  change  the  diet  of  patients 
unless  there  is  some  very  strong  necessity  for  ^doing  so. — British 
Monthly  Horn,  Review, 
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A  TAPE  WOBM  BEMOVED  BY  HOMCEOFATHIO  AGENTS. 


BT  OHARLIB  W.  BABOOOK,  M.  D. 


An  article  in  a  previous  number  of  this  journal,  entitled 
"Pumpkin  Seed  for  Expulsion  of  Tape  worm,"  reminds  me  of  a 
case  that  I  had  three  years  ago.  A  lady  called  on  me  for  consul- 
tation, who  stated  that  for  the  past  four  years  she  had  been  seized 
with  a  pain  in  the  abdomen  as  soon  as  she  awoke  in  the  morning, 
which  would  subside  soon  after  she  arose,  yet  leave  such  a 
sickening  sensation  that  sometimes  she  could  not  eat  her  breakfast. 
She  would  also  feel  the  same  pain  if  she  awoke  at  any  time  during 
the  night.  It  resembled  the  colic,  but  was  not  always  uniform, 
being  only  at  times  severe.  This  continued  without  variation  for 
three  years,  when  she  began  to  be  attacked  with  severe  griping  in 
the  bowels,  which  would  continue  three  or  four  hours,  abate  for  a 
short  time,  then  return  with  renewed  vigor.  These  paroxysms 
occurred  frequently  during  the  last  of  the  four  years  previous  to 
my  interview  with  her,  and  were  always  preceded  by  either  a 
diarrhoea,  or  a  feverish  indisposition,  or  a  distress  at  the  stomach 
which  took  away  all  appetite  for  food.  She  was  very  costive,  and 
had  recourse  to  cathartics ;  but  the  rectum  was  so  swollen  and 
sore,  that  every  evacuation  was  attended  with  great  pain.  In  the 
rectum  she  often  felt  an  itching  and  crawling  as  of  worms,  and 
sometimes  a  motion  in  the  abdomen  as  from  the  presence  of  a 
living  creature.  This  motion  was  occasionally  violent,  and  of 
course  distressing  to  the.  patient.  There  was  often  a  pressure  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  as  if  borne  down  by  a  heavy 
weight.  After  a  while  she  began  to  have  chills  every  morning  at 
breakfast,  accompanied  with  a  pain  in  the  top  of  her  head,  and 
sometimes  a  dizziness  that  amounted  to  vanishing  of  the  sight. 
These  symptoms  invariably  commenced  as  soon  as  she  swallowed 
the  first  mouthful,  and  gradually  increased  in  their  duration  until 
they  would  remain  half  the  day.  Her  appetite  was  never  craving, 
yet  must  be  gratified  at  the  moment  it's  demands  were  felt,  or  she 
would  be  seized  with  such  a  weakness  and  trembling,  that  she 
would  not  be  able  to  do  anything,  and  would  be  compelled  to 
assume  a  sitting  or  recumbent  posture  until  her  hunger  was 
appeased.    All  these  symptoms  were  worse  during  menstruation. 

Some  time  previous  to  my  interview  with  the  patient,  a  friend 
had  made  a  full  statement  of  her  case  to  an  Allopathic  physician  of 
twenty  years'ipractice,  who  declared  itto  be  "  a  female  weaknft«s»^' 
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and  made  her  a  prescription,  among  which  was  Morphine,  but  she 
had  too  much  good  sense  to  follow  it.  A  vial  of  her  urine  was 
then  sent  to  a  distinguished  uroscopist,  who  specified  some  remote 
difficulties,  but  gave  not  even  a  hint  of  the  real  cause  of  those 
singular  symptoms  so  manifest  in  her  case.  As  I  was  the  first  and 
only  Homoeopathic  physician  that  had  ever  practiced  in  this  region, 
she  ventured  to  consult  me  contrary  to  the  advice  of  her  friends. 
After  a  careful  diagnosis  I  became  satisfied  that  she  was  suffering 
irom  a  tape  worm.  It  was  also  apparent  that  she  had  a  uterine 
(Jifficulty,  as  hinted  by  the  physician  previously  consulted ;  but  an 
examination  per  vaginum  proved  it  to  be  retroversion,  which  the 
patient  herself  attributed  to  the  weight  of  the  tape  worm. 

At  first  I  did  not  mention  my  suspicions  of  her  having  a  tape 
worm,  but  dismissed  her  with  a  prescription,  and  requested  her  to 
call  as  soon  as  she  had  taken  the  whole. 

The  prescription  was  Mercuriua  6th,  and  Sulphur  3d,  dilutions 
in  pellets  No.  2,  thirty  of  each  to  be  dissolved  in  separate  tumblers 
half  full  of  water,  and  two  teaspoonsf ul  taken  alternately  once  an 
hour  during  the  day.  It  was  not  until  two  weeks  afterwards  that 
I  saw  my  patient  again,  who  stated  that  about  twenty-four  hours 
after  she  commenced  taking  the  medicine  she  began  to  feel  a 
distress  in  the  bowels,  which  continued  without  abatement  until 
she  had  taken  the  whole.  At  the  end  of  a  week,  supposing  this 
distress  to  be  the  result  of  costiveness,  she  used  a  syringe,  when 
she  discovered  several  long,  narrow,  thin,  white  strips  among  the 
j^ces,  which  I  did  not  hesitate  to  inform  her  were  pieces  of  a 
tape  worm.  The  exhibition  of  remedies  then  was  Sulphur  as 
before,  but  Mercurius  was  exchanged  for  Stannum  6th  dilution, 
and  administered  like  the  first.  An  inspection  of  the  pieces  passed 
in  a  subsequent  evacuation  confirmed  my  diagnosis,  and  I  con- 
tintied  the  exhibition  of  Stannum  and  Sulphur,  except  in  substi- 
tuting the  3d  trituration  of  Stannum  for  the  6th  dilution.  These 
agents  were  not  steadily  used,  for  while  taking  them  she  experien- 
ced such  a  gnawing  sensation  at  the  stomach  and  strange  feelings 
in  the  head,  as  well  as  a  despondency  and  irritability  equally 
intolerable,  that  an  occasional  suspension  was  quite  necessary.  It 
was  only  during  their  use  that  the  pieces  of  tape  worm  were 
discharged,  which  would  appear  as  soon  as  she  began  to  take  the 
remedies  and  continue  for  a  few  days  after  she  had  ceased,  and 
then  would  not  be  seen  again  until  the  agents  were  resumed. 
Owing  to  the  feeble  condition  of  the  patient,  and  to  successive 
inflammatory  attacks   of  the  lungs,    peritoneum  and  all  of  the 
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abdominal  viscera,  which  required  an  intermission  of  these  agents, 
it  was  not  until  the  end  of  six  months  that  the  last  vestige  of  the 
tape  worm  was  seen  in  her  stools- 
According  to  the  estimate  of  others  as  well  as  myself,  the  whole 
length  of  the  tape  worm  could  not  be  less  than  fifty  feet.  The 
same  lady  has  consulted  me  twice  since  for  a  return  of  the  gnawing 
in  the  stomach,  pain  near  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  motion  in 
different  parts  of  the  abdomen,  when  an  exhibition  of  Stannum 
and  /Sulphur^  3d  potencies,  have  removed  the  disquiet,  and  caused 
the  expulsion  of  pieces  of  a  tape  worm. 


CHLOBOSIS. 


0ASB8  TBKATBD  BT  J,  BOSLKB,  M.  D.,  DATTOH,  0. 


Miss  L.  R.,  age  eighteen,  commenced  menstruation  at  thirteen 
years,  continued  healthy  until  within  the  last  year,  at  the  time  I 
was  consulted.  The  following  symptoms  presented  themselves. 
Menses  very  scanty  for  last  year.  Highly  impressible  nervous 
temperament ;  of  late  a  deranged  state  of  the  digestive  organs  and 
ovaries;  pale  blanched  complexion  and  lips;  eyelids  puffy;  tongue 
white,  covered  with  viscid  mucus ;  a,  general  languor  both  mental 
and  physical ;  throbbing  at  the  pit  of  stomach ;  scanty  menstrual 
discharge ;  rapid  breathing  on  moving  about ;  coldness  of  hands 
and  feet ;  loss  of  appetite ;  nausea ;  cutting  pain  in  the  sides  and 
abdomen ;  also  pains  in  the  loins ;  flatulent  distension  of  abdomen ; 
headache  with  shooting  pains,  extending  to  the  teeth,  swelling  of 
lower  extremities  to  an  alarming  extent,  so  that  the  patient  could 
scarcely  get  about. 

Treatment:  Salt  baths  for  one  week.  Puis  2d,  Calc.  carb. 
6th,  every  three  hours  for  two  weeks;  then  Ferri  citras  two 
weeks;  and  lastly  Chi.  2d,  and  Calc.  c.  6th.  Treatment  from 
beginning  to  this  time  about  eight  weeks.  Menstrual  discharge 
fully  established,  face  and  skin  natural,  swelling  entirely  gone,  and 
now  enjoys  good  health. 

.  Case  second.     Miss  ,  age  seventeen  years;  painful  and 

difficult  menstrual  colic ;  deranged  digestion  ;  frequent  attacks  of 
semilateral  headache ;  shooting  pains  extending  to  the  head  and 
teeth,  shifting  from  one  side  to  the  other ;  sallow  comjdexion,  diffi- 
culty of  breathing ;  sense  of  suffocation  after  moving ;  coldness  of 
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hands  and  feet ;  pains  in  loins ;  sensation  of  weight  in  abdomen ; 
spasms  in  stomach,  nausea,  inclination  to  vomit ;  want  of  appetite ; 
dislike  to  food;  swelling  of  feet  and  ankles;  great  fatigue;  sadness 
and  tears ;  tongue  covered  with  mucus ;  menses  scanty. 

IVeatment :  Puis  2d  every  three  hours  daytime  for  one  week ; 
Calc.  carb.  one  week,  three  times  per  day ;  then  Sulphur  every 
night  for  one  week,  lastly  Puis,  and  Calc.  morning  and  night.  Dis- 
missed cured  in  six  weeks. 


DBOPSY  TBEATSD  BY  GALVANISM. 


BT  0.  T.  HARKIS,  M.  D. 


Mrs.  v.,  aged  seventy  (70)  while  absent  from  home  in  York 
State,  was  attacked  with  ascites,  but  under  Homoeopathic  treatment 
so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  reach  her  home  in  Wisconsin. 
During  the  summer  of  1863,  in  the  ensuing  autumn,  she  was 
attacked  very  [severely  with  a  return  of  the  complaint,  which 
resisted  all  medication  and  progressed  until  the  skin  was  near 
to  bursting;  her  limbs  were  twice  the  natural  size;  the  chest 
and  abdomen  were  so  large  and  tense  as  to  make  the  skin 
painful.  The  bowels  were  free  and  evacuations  copious,  urine- 
variable,  but  average  quantity.  Large  sacs  of  water  pendent 
from  the  eyelids,  and  the  patient  was  unable  to  help  herself 
up  and  down.  At  this  juncture,  I  resorted  to  acupuncture  of 
the  lower  limbs  and  they  continued  to  discharge  for  several 
weeks,  when  the  orifice  closed  over  it,  was  opened  and  a  sheet 
folded  four  double  was  soon  saturated.*  This  had  the  effect 
to  lessen  the  bloat  and  limber  the  body,  and  for  six  months 
she  continued  to  improve,  got  around  the  house  and  gained  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  expectation,  this  however,  she  ascribed 
largely  to  the  action  of  Wintergreen  tea,  which  she  persisted 
in  drinking  to  keep  the  kidneys  active,  and  in  her  case  it 
seemed  to  have  the  desired  effect.  Little  else  was  done  for 
her,  as  her  case  was  regarded  as  nearly  hopeless.  After  a  time 
that  lost  its  efficacy,  and  as  the  dropsy  and  enlargement  were 
nearly  as  bad  as  before.  I  was  again  called  to  her,  and  again  had 
recourse  to  the  acupuncture  of  the  arms,  which  leaked  off  the 
water  as  before.  I  then  had  recourse  to  galvanism,  and  gave 
the  general  and  tonic  current  with  Hall's  portable  battery. 
This  treatment  was  followed  up  once  per   week   by   my   wife, 
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with  the  internal  use  of  China  and  Atsenicam.  She  wa6 
discharged,  cured  last  summer,  and  has  remained  so  siBoe, 
bloat  all  gone.  When  last  seen,  bowels  regular,  kidneys  do., 
skin  wrinkled,  and  she  presents  the  appearance  of  healthy 
old  age. 


COAL   OIL  FOB   WOBMS. 


Everybody  knows  that  coal  oil  is  used  externally,  for  most 
everything,  but  its  administration  for  worms  may  be  new  to 
some  of  the  readers  of  the  "  Observer." 

Mr.  W.  B.,  thirty -five  years  of  age,  had  been  constantly 
troubled  very  much  with  "thread  worms,"  {aacaris  vermiou* 
laris)^  from  tho  time  he  was  a  child.  Consulted  a  great  many 
physicians  and  tried  a  great  many  remedies,  but  was  never 
benefited  in  the  least.  Having  noticed  how  quickly  coal  oU 
(the  oil  in  ordinary  use  for  lamps)  killed  "bed-bugs,"  he  came 
to  the  philosophical  (?)  conclusion  that  it  would  be  just  as 
effectual  for  worms.  He  took  a  wine-glass  full  before  break- 
fast, for  three  mornings  in  succession.  Felt  very  comfortable 
the  first  and  second  mornings,  save  unpleasant  eructations;  the 
third  dose,  however,  was  followed  by  nausea  and  vomiting. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day,  it  began  to  purge  him 
pretty  freely,  and  brought  away  an  unnumbered  lot  of  his  old 
offenders.  Has  been  perfectly  free  from  them  since — now  about 
two  years. 

His  son,  of  six  or  seven,  began  to  show  the  same  symp- 
toms— ^half  the  quantity  of  oil  was  given  to  him,  in  the  same 
way,  with  the  same  success.  G.  O.  Husband. 

Gait,  C.  W.,  Jan.  11,  1865, 


ON    THB    TBEATMENT    OF    SYPHILIS.* 


BT  DB.  OLOTAB  IC!nH:j.BB. 


In  primary  chancre,  whether  simple  or  indurated,  the  Merc^ 
precip.  rubr.  acts  on  an  average  still  best  and  most  certainly,  only 
it  at  times  leaves  us  in  the  lurch  with  the  phagedaenic  sores.  Ctra- 
naiar  and  nitric  acid  are  then  not  unfrequently  of  more  service. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Leipzig  Poliolinik  for  1868,  ffom»  VUrte^'ahrtehrift.  vol.  zx 
p.  468. 
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But  tbe  fact  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that  the  external  treatment  is 
of  importance,  and  consists  in  diligent  covering  of  the  sore  with 
charpie  dipped  in  cold  water  and  well  squeezed  out,  so  that  the  pus 
may  be  hindered  as  much  as  possible  from  irritating  the  sore  and 
environs.    Bodily  rest,  warmth,  and  strict  low  diet,  are   also  of 
great  influence.     On  the  other  hand,  in  constitutional  syphilis  the 
low  diet  seems  to  b 3  of  no  consequence  ;    on  the  contrary,  the  pa- 
tients who  are  in  a  low  state  of  health,  must  be  strengthened  by  an 
abundant  and  tonic  diet.    If  the  bones  become  affected  the  Hydrio- 
date  of  Potash  is  obviously  the  remedy,  and  one  which  almost  never 
disappoints  our  expectations,  and  in  this  respect  affords  one  point 
in  the  treatment  of  syphilis  where  we  can  to  some  extent  speak 
of  certainty.     Only,  however,  we  must  not  give  it  in  weak  doses, 
but  undiluted,  and  to  the  extent  of  3  to  6  grains  daily.     It  is  true 
the  Hydriodate  cures  very  often  the  bone  affections  alone  and  not 
the  whole  lues.    Aurum  is  also  a  medicine  at  times  useful  in  bone 
affections,  especially  those  of  the  nose  and  palate,  as  also  it  appears 
more  indicated  for  caries  and  necrosis^  while  the  Hydriodate  of 
Potash  suits  better  for  nodes  and  bone  pains.      Against  ulceration 
of  the  throat  and  mouth,  and  the  so-called  mucous  patches,  the  Cor- 
rosive Sublimate  is  still  the  best  medicine,  much  oftener  than  nitric 
acid,  which  only  does  good  at  times  where  Mercury  has  been  al- 
ready abused.     From  Thuja,  Sanguinaria,  and  Kali  bichromicum,  I 
have  never,  or  only  very  seldom,  seen  any  decided  action.     Merc, 
hydrocyanicus  and  Schweikert's  combination  of  Merc,  hiniodcU, 
JKali  hydriod,  have  been  urgently  recommended  for  lues ;  up  to 
the  present  time  I  have  had  no  particular  success  with  either.    Be- 
sides, it  has  been  on  the  whole  suflSciently  proved  that  seldom,  or 
never,  can  a  lues  be  thoroughly  cured  with  one  single  remedy,  or 
at  least  one  single  preparation,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  by  a  carefully 
regulated  inunction  cure,  as  I  have  seen  a  few  times  in  the  hands  of 
other  medical  men.      This  much  at  least  is  certain,  that  of  all  the 
so-called  quicksilver  cures,  this  is  the  one  that  acts  most  surely  and 
offers  the  fewest  dangers  and  after  evils. 

The  cure  of  condylomata  frequently  gives  us  great  trouble. 
Thuja  and  Cinnabar  are,  often  enough,  of  no  use  whatever.  On 
the  whole,  this  disease  is  still  mysterious  and  unexplained  in  its  na- 
ture, because  it  is  often  quite  certainly  a  symptom  of  true  lues, 
while  at  other  times  it  seems  to  arise  alone  as  an  independent  and 
more  or  less  local  disorder,  without  displaying  any  distinct  signs  of 
which  class  it  belongs  to.  If  the  warts  follow  and  arise  in  the 
course  of  a  simple  gonorrhoea,  they  are  jn;enerally  removed  perma- 
nently by  the  application  of  Tincture  of  Sabina,  or  Muriate  of  Iron. 
But  if  they  come  as  a  symptom  of  general  lues,  little  or  nothing  can 
be  effected  by  the  local  treatment  alone,  for  they  generally  come 
back  again  shortly.  In  one  case  they  vanished  in  a  wonderful  man- 
ner after  JLycopodium  in  two  or  three  doses.  In  another  case  I 
saw  warts  of  the  prepuce  from  gonorrhoea  return  pretty  suddenly 
after  they  had  been  cured  by  Jjycopodium  inwardly  and   Sabina 
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outwardly,  sixteen  years  before,  though  no  fresh  infection  had 
taken  place,  and  no  sign  ot  dormant  lues  had  shown  itself  all  that 
time. — British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy^ 


&5si0l05j. 


THB   NEBVOUS  SYSTEM. 


To  R.  LuDLAM,  M.  D. — My  dear  Sir:  I  am  glad  to  learn 
through  the  medium  of  the  Homoeopathic  Observer^  that  you 
do  not  favor  physicians  who  ignore  the  science  of  Pathology 
in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

Thought  ripens  slowly;  like  the  agricultural  products  of  a 
country,  it  has  to  be  raised  from  the  seed.  The  first  sower 
of  our  seed  is  still  fresh  in  our  memory  —  his  seed  ripens 
slowly,  and  we  are  yet  the  infant  products  of  its  growth. 

His  life  was  too  short,  for  the  magnitude  of  his  discove* 
ries — his  platform  too  narrow  for  the    broad  field  of  our  own. 

The  nervous  system  holds  our  dynamic  force,  and  I  have 
long  been  aware  that  we  know  less  of  its  construction  than 
is  yet  concealed  from  us,  and  I  am  encouraged  to  submit  my 
convictions  to  you,  as  an  independent  thinker  who  would 
readily  deviate  from  the  school  in  which  he  was  taught,  if  he 
saw  a  light  beaming  in  the  darkness  of  error. 

As  it  is  now  understood,  the  nervous  system  seems  to  me  to 
represent  a  skein  of  yarn  full  of  knots  with  their  angles  demon- 
strated backwards.  Every  scientific  work  which  treats  of  human 
life  demonstrates  the  nervous  system  centripetally,  from  the 
circumference  to  its  centre,  and  every  work  thus  written,  it 
seems  to  me  must  be  read  backward  to  be  understood  by  the 
reader.  The  nervous,  medullary  and  cerebral  systems  are  three 
differing  systems  of  relation,  and  physiologists  identify  them  all 
into  one  relation,  and  testify  the  brain  to  be  their  common 
centre.  This  order  of  succession  in  the  development  of  organic 
life,  ignores  the  statement  by  reversing  the  problem.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  nervous  system  is  fully  developed  and 
performing  its  functions  before  the  spinal  marrow  appears  on 
its  theatre  of  action,*  and  that  the  spinal  column  is  organized 

*  See  aoephalooi  infiuits. 
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and  perfornung  its  functions  before  ,the  floor  of  the  skull  is 
laid  for  the  construction  of  the  brain.  Thus  it  is  seen  that 
the  working  force  is  centrifugal,  radiating  from  the  nervous 
system  through  the  spinal  marrow  to  the  medulla  oblongata, 
from  which  the  force  is  reflected  centripetally  back  to  the 
solar  centre  where  these  alternate  forces  maintain  the  nucleated 
sphere  of  organic  life,  till  the  negative  pole  of  the  medulla 
oblongata  (the  electro-magnet  of  human  life)  sends  forward  its 
negative  force  to  the  construction  of  the  brain.*  The  mystery 
of  the  nervous  system  rises  into  form  at  this  point  by  con- 
founding and  condensing  three  organic  forces  into  one.  We 
should  adopt  the  same  rule,  in  physiology  that  we  pursue  in 
every  other  question  appertaining  to  coniplex  relations,  viz: 
that  organs  which  differ  both  in  structure  and  function,  should 
not  be  identified  or  confounded  in  their  relations.  The  nervous 
system,  like  all  other  systems,  is  a  unit  in  its  centers  of  cir« 
cumference  with  three  mutual  relations  and  dependencies,  and 
'  I  now  propose  to  awaken  the  Lethean  sleep  of  the  medical 
school  now  slumbering  in  the  meshes  of  the  nervous  system, 
by  stating  it  to  be  a  single  nerve  of  dual  relations  with  its 
two  main  trunks,  which  radiate  these  branches  into  the  net- 
work of  the  nervous  system. 

The  starting  point  of  the  nervous  system  is  found  in  the 
coBliac  axis  in  the  centre  of  the  solar  plexus,  with  its  two 
semi-lunar  ganglia,  one  on  each  side  of  it,  both  being  the 
largest  ganglia  in  the  body  and  giving  birth  to  the  greater 
and  lesser  splanchnic  nerves.  If  the  greater  splanchnic  be 
demonstrated  centrifugally,  through  the  medium  of  the  great 
sympathetic,  and  the  lesser  through  the  medium  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric,  they  will  represent  a  physico-mental  nerve,  one  branch 
of  which  makes  the  mind  and  the  other  the  matter.  These 
branches  rising  from  one  base  are  joined  to  each  other  on 
the  inside  by  branches  from  the  solar  plexus  itself,  the  lesser 
the  mental,  joining  the  coeliac  axis  at  its  root. 

Thus  armed,  this  nerve  with  its  excentric  axis,  the  axis 
around  which  all  bodies  move,  is  the  matrix  of  the  nervous 
system,  with  its  action  and  reflex  action,  and  when  carried 
out  from  its  nucleated  point  to  its  widest  spread  relations,  it 
constitutes  the  action  and  reflex  action  first  pointed  out  by 
Hall.  Yours 

Rhinebeck,  N.  T.  F.  Vandebbitrgh,  M.  D. 

•NegAiiY9  force  72-140.  Potltiye  84-ldO. 
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ist^lkuj. 


HOW    TO    TEACH    ANATOMY.    No.  2. 


MU8CULAB  ANATOMY. 


If  there  are  any  elementary  principles  about  anatomy,  those 
principles  should  be  carefully  distinguished  one  from  the  other* 
and  taught  separately.  Osseous,  muscular,  vascular,  and  visceral 
anatomy,  each  represent  a  topic  to  be  distinguished  as  wholly 
distinct  from  each  other,  and  to  be  presented  in  that  light 
to  the  student's  mind,  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit.  Instructors  of  mathematics  do  not  put  their  scholars 
to  the  task  of  solving  problems  at  the  outset  of  their  study, 
but  first  teach  them  notation,  addition,  subtraction,  &c.,  leav- 
ing for  subsequent  work,  the  solution,  the  more  abstruse 
combination  of  these  principles.  Now  I  think  I  have  shown 
how  osseous  anatomy  may  be  entirely  separated  from  every 
thing  that  surrounds  it,  and  should  be  so  presented  to  the 
learner's  mind.  Aod  as  in  mathematics,  mult^lication  inv<^VQS 
addition,  and  division  involves  subtraction,  so  musoolar  anatomy 
which  follows  next  in  order,  involves  osseotis  anatomy,  which, 
however,  in  no  way  complicate^  the  sabjeot  if  t&e  latter  has 
been  thoroughly  taught  beforehand.  Now  in  attempting  to 
teach  muscular  anatomy,  I  respectfully  submit,  that  it  is  ab- 
surd and  false  in  the  extreme,  to  describe  nmseles  as  havmg 
origins  and  insertions.  It  is  well  known  that  bones  have  points 
of  origin  or  ossification ;  but  no  histological  anatomist  has  ever 
discovered  a  particular  point  at  which  a  muscle  begins  its 
development,  and  if  so,  it  is  not  alleged  that  that  point  cor- 
responds with  the  so  called  origin  of  the  muscle.  The  term 
as  used  here,  is  explained  as  meaning  the  most  fixed  point 
of  the  muscle,  but  no  such  definition  is  allowable  according 
to  Webster.  That  there  is  a  lack  of  an  explicit  term  to  re- 
present this  idea  is  very  true,  but  that  is]  no  [reason  why  a 
word  should  be  chosen  whose  meaning  is  so  utterly  at  vari- 
ance with  the  fact  sought  to  be  represented.  Again,  the  term 
insertion  is  explained  as  meaning  that  point  of  the  muscle 
most  movable,  and  is  not  designed  to  convey  the  idea  that 
the  portion  of  the    muscle  referred  to  is,  any  n^ore  in  \^\3!^<» 
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of  fact  inserted  into  the  bone,  than  the  part  named  the  origin. 
And  all  this  in  the  face  of  the  fact,  that  no^'authorized  defi- 
nition of  these  terms  gives  any  authority  for^such  an  applica- 
tion of  their  meaning.  It  seems  to  me  imfortnnate  indeed, 
that  all  our  anatomical  teachers  and  text  books  have  fallen 
into  this  erroneous  method  of  instruction. 

But  how  shall  we  remedy  this  defect?  To  attempt  the 
invention  of  new  terms  to  convey  these  ideas  would  be  a 
hazardous  and  uncertain  remedy.  The  fault  is  not  really  here 
but  rather  in  the  system  of  explanation  adopted.  We  do  not 
.find  muscles  uniformly  presenting  to  us  a  marked  distinction 
in  their  borders  or  extremities  as  to  mobility,  or  immobility. 
And  those  muscles  that  do  so,  very  readily  and  almost  con- 
gtantly  change  those  relations  by  co  -  ordinanting  with  other 
muscles  in  changing  the  method  of  their  contraction.  No  ex- 
planation is  needed  of  this    statement.     The  fact  is  universal. 

I  therefore  respectfully  submit,  that  this  whole  difficulty  may 
be  easily  obviated,  by  adopting  a  new  method  of  explanation. 
In  describing  a  muscle,  we  should  make  no  reference  to  its 
method  of  action,  since  that  is  variable,  but  simply  refer  to 
its  points  of  attachments.  Every  muscle  may  be  so  described, 
and  the  student  will  just  as  readily  apprehend  their  use  as 
by  the  other  method.  In  this  view,  every  muscle  has  a  su- 
perior, inferior,  lateral,  anterior,  posterior,  external,  or  internal 
points  of  attachment.  And  these  are  the  only  facts  necessary 
to  set  before  the  learner's  mind.  And  no  one  can  deny,  that 
this  method  is  based  upon  facts  just  as  they  exist;  and  re- 
quires in  its  use  no  perversion  of  terms,  or  adherence  to  arbi- 
trary classification.  Will  not  our  school  of  medicine  produce 
a  man  whose  daring  and  ability  will  give  us  a  text  book  on 
anatomy,  more  original  and  truthful  than  those  now  accepted 
as  our  guides? 

Example:  the  biceps  is  a  long  fusiform  muscle,  situated 
along  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  arm  in  its  entire  length.  It 
has  three  attachments,  a  superior,  middle,  and  inferior  attach- 
ment. Superiorly  it  is  attached  to  the  upper  margin  of  the 
glenoid  cavity,  its  middle  attachment  is  to  the  apex  of  the 
coracoid  process,  and  inferiorly  it  is  attached  to  the  tuberosity 
of  the  radius.  This  description  omits  a  full  explanation,  which 
of  course  should  be  given  to  the  class.  It  also  avoids  the 
terms  lanff  and  short  headsy  since,  while  the  muscle  has  a  well 
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defined  belly,  it  has  nothing  at  all  resembling  a  head  or  feet; 
and  it  is  manifestly  a  stretch  of  the  imagination  and  an  abuse 
of  the  term,   to   so  apply  the  words.  T.  P.  Wilson. 

Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College. 


GELSEMINUM   VSBSUS   GELSEMINUM. 


Dear  Doctor:  The  "truth,"  is  I  presume,  what  we  are  all 
seeking    after,    in    respect    to    Homcoopathic  investigation.     Iq 
the  absence  of  a  true  pathogenetioal  data,   we    may  certainly 
rely  upon  clinical  observation,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  a  trial| 
their    endorsement  to  be  the    result  of   our    own    experience, 
upon  such  trial     The  observations  of  different    physicians,  ui 
mere  clinical  investigations,  so  often  seem  to    clash,  in  regard 
to  the  remedial  properties  of  a  given  remedy,  that  the  student 
is  mystified  and  confounded,  and  even  older  Doctors  led  astray 
upon  a  remedy  of    which    they  may  have  had    but  little  ex« 
perience.     I  was  particularly  led  to  this    chain  of   reflections, 
by  reading    in    your    February   number,    1805,   the    article  on 
*'  Gelseminum  in  threatened  abortion,"  by  Dr.  Pease.      If  you 
keep  a  file  of  the  Medical  Investigator,  turn  to   the   January 
number,  1864,  and  read  the  article  reported  on  "  Gelseminum  in 
rigid  OS  uteri,"  by  Dr.  Williams.    The  same  case  appears  in  Hale's 
New  Provings,  page  208.    Both  these  cases  were  of  threatened 
abortion ;   both  in  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy — both  received 
the  same  remedy,  in  about  the  same  dose,  2  gtt.   once  in  an 
hour.     In  both  cases,   other    remedies  had  failed.      Wonderful 
to  relate,   in  Dr.   Williams'   case,   under  the  action  of  Gelsem. 
the  rigid   os  uteri  gave  way ;   the  foetus  was  readily    expelled, 
and    the    woman    happily    delivered.      A    second    trial   of  the 
Gdsem.  in  retained  placenta,   same   case,   after  the  vain  exhibi- 
tion of  other  remedies,  eventuated  in  again  relaxing  the  rigid 
OS  uteri,  and  the  secundines  came  safely  away.      Not    so   how- 
ever, in  the  case  of  Dr.  Pease.     On  the  contrary,  notwithstand- 
ing  that  the    woman's    only  living    child    was    born    at  seven 
months,   and  this  one    might    naturally  enough    have  been  ex- 
pected near  the    same  time,  though    she   was  in  severe  labor 
pains,    instead  of    ^'relaxing  the  muscles  of  the  os  uteri    and 
vagina,    upon  which    their    contractile    power    depends,"    (vide 
Hale)  Gelsem.  does  for  her,  right  the  opposite  of  what  it  did 
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for  her  BoSmng  mster.  Her  threatened  abortion  was  areirted^ 
and  on  the  third  day  she  ran  up  stairs  to  oongratalate  the 
Doctor,  and  we  are  left  to  infer,  run  on  to  term.  Now  Doctor, 
how  are  we  to  reconcile  this  discrepancy  in  the  action  of  Gelsemi- 
num  in  these  two  cases  ?  If  you  had  been  called  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
Williams,  and  witnessed  the  prompt  action  of  this  •  drug  in 
relaxing  the  parts  and  expelling  the  product  of  conception, 
would  you  have  deemed  it  safe  to  have  given  it,  and  if  at 
all,  in  the  same  dose,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  P.?  It  may  be  that 
I  am  dull  of  comprehension,  but  I  must  confess,  that  in  thi^ 
•*blow  hot,**  and  "blow  cold"  with  the  same  drug,  especially 
in  the  same  strength,  I  "dont  see  it!**  This  is,  not  only 
with  me  I  find,  but  with  dozens  of  other  reflecting  minds,  a 
problem,  not  yet  satisfactorily  solved.  Hale's  hypothesis  of 
dose,  is  to  me,  as  yet,  the  only  solution  to  this  apparent  op- 
posite action  of  the  same  drug.  If  now,  I  could  trace  in 
these  two  oases,  th«  primary  or  secondary  symptoms  belonging 
to  Gelseminum,  and  that  drug  had  been  given  in  accordance  with 
Hale's  theory.  I  might  perhaps  reconcile  the  opposite  results. 
Will  you  or  Hale  enlighten  a  fellow  traveller? 

Batavia,  III.,  March  4,  1865.  0.  Alex.  O. 


BISE  ATSfD  PBOGBESS  OF  HOMCEOPATHIO  FBAOTIOS. 


PBBBXlfTBD  BT  J.  B08LBB,  M.  D.,  DATTOIT,  O. 


Editor  Homcbopathic  Obsbbveb — ^Deab  Sib  : — ^If  not  intrud- 
ing upon  your  space  in  the  Observer,  I  will  contribute  a  short 
history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Homoeopathy  in  this  city.  In 
the  year  1847,  Prof.  Doctor  Adams  of  the  West  (well  known  to 
western  physicians),  located  in  Dayton,  O.  The  doctor  remained 
about  one  year,  then  Dr.  Wigand  took  his  place.  When  Dr. 
Adams  commenced  the  practice  in  this  city  there  were  about 
twenty  persons,  all  told,  who  made  pretensions  in  support  of  this 
practice,  but  the  doctor  being  affable  and  successful,  added  new 
converts,  and  the  doctor  left  this  city  with  a  good  name  for 
Homoeopathy.  Next  in  order  Dr.  Wigand  followed  and  added 
much  credit  to  the  practice.  During  Drs.  Adams'  and  Wigand's 
stay  I  became  acquainted  with  them,  and  from  their  marked 
success,  I  began  to  investigate  this  new  practice.  After  hav- 
ing blistered,    bled   and   drugged   my  patients  for  twenty-sev^eo 
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years,  I  determined  to  find  some  more  humane  mode ;  from  this 
time  forward  I  became  a  dose  observer,  and  tested  many  of  the 
remedies,  in  some  of  the  most  aggravated  forms  of  acute  diseases, 
-which  soon  proved  to  my  satisfaction  the  law  of  similia  similibus 
curantur.  In  the  spring  of  forty-nine  I  became  a  partner  in 
practice  with  Dr.  Wigand.  This  summer  was  the  year  in  which 
Asiatic  cholera  visited  this  city  to  an  alarming  extent.  This 
opened  a  field  of  practice,  which,  if  successful,  would  prove  to  the 
world  that  Homoeopathy  was  the  law  of  truth.  Fortunately  the  first 
victims  of  this  disease  fell  into  our  hands,  the  success  in  their 
treatment  and  recovery  gave  us  more  than  our  proportion.  The 
number  of  patients  treated  were  about  seven  hundred.  The 
fatality  in  that  number  were  about  four  per  cent. ;  from  these  facts 
many  citizens  took  warning,  and  from  that  day  to  the  present 
HomcBopathy  has  had  a  place  in  this  community.  This  city  has,  at 
this  time,  four  HomcBopathic  physicians;  what  the  extent  of  all 
their  practice  is,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  Ye  j  I  do  know  that  my 
friend.  Dr.  Webster,  and  others,  have  good  business,  and  at  this 
time  there  are  at  least  two  thousand  families  in  this  city  and 
vicinity  that  sustain  this  practice  in  toto.  I  would  state  here  that 
when  I  first  ventured  upon  this  new  field  of  practice,  many  of  my 
old  school  friends  became  alarmed  at  my  change  and  expostulated 
with  me  not  to  enter  into  an  uncertamty ;  my  proposition  to  them 
was,  at  least,  to  give  it  a  trial ;  this  is  all  that  any  physician  need* 
want,  when  undergoing  a  change  from  Allopathy  to  Homoeopathy; 
and  my  word  for  it,  he  will  better  himself  and  patients. 


A  DisAGKEBABLB  SuBPBisB.— At  a  reccut  com^imentary  public 
dinner,  given  by  his  professional  brethren  to  Dr.  Thomas,  the  emi- 
nent surgeon  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Hospital  at  Wolverhamp- 
ton, the  recipient  of  this  honor  is  reported  to  have  stated  in  his 
acknowledgment  of  the  toast  of  the  evening,  that  ^*he  had 
instituted  a  long  and  careful  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  value  of 
Homoeopathy,  and  had  found  its  principles  and  practice  to  be  so 
unequivocally  true  and  reliable,  and,  above  all,  so  extremely  effect- 
ive in  the  treatment  of  disease,  that  he  had  firmly  resolved  to 
devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  their  propagation  and  support.'' 
Surely,  the  feelings  of  his  Allopathic  friends,  at  this  unlooked-for 
announcement,  may  be  more  readily  imagined  than  described,  more 
particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  newly-declared  homoe- 
opath is  a  gentleman  of  no  mean  literary  and  scientific  attainments, 
and,  moreover,  the  well-beloved  guest  of  the  assembled  party,  and 
the  subject  of  their  warmest  encomiums.  Dr.  Thomas  is  a  grad- 
uate, with  honors,  at  the  University  of  London,  a  member  of  the 
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college  and  hall,  and  a  gold  medalist,  both  ia  aaatomy  and  medi' 
cine,  of  London  University,  Longridge  prizeman  of  University 
College  also,  and,  prior  to  his  appointment  of  surgeon  to  the 
Staffordshire  County  Hospital  at  Wolverhampton,  was  demon- 
strator of  anatomy  in  the  University  Medical  School. — ^Extracted 
from  the  Liverpool  WeeMy  Mercury ^  December  31,  1864. 


#ttr  Ctflhps. 


HOMCEOFATHIO  COLLEGE  OF  F£NNSYLVANIA« 

The  Class  of  1860,  Graduates  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  of  Pennsylvania,  had  a  class  meeting  and  dinner,  March 
Sd,  at.  the  ^iContinental "  hotel,  Philadelphia,  the  occasion  being 
the  first  anniversary  of  their  graduation.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Class  Secretary,  J.  Lester  Keep,  M.  D.,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  T.,  whereupon  John  Malin,  M.  D.,  of  Germantown,  Pa., 
was  elected  President.  A  permanent  organization  was  decided 
upon,  and  his  term  of  office  voted  to  continue  for  five  years.  After 
a  sumptuous  repast,  a  report  was  listened  to  from  each  member  of 
the  class  of  his  personal  and  professional  history  during  the  five 
years  past,  and  many  interesting  items  of  medical  experience  were 
narrated.  Those  necessarily  absent  reported  through  the  Secretary, 
Four  had  passed  "  that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns," 
and  interesting  memorials  of  their  sad  history  were  also  presented. 
Their  names  are:  Dr.  Ira  R.  Adams,  of  Lowville,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Moses 
Bulkley,  of  Cambridge,  N.  Y, ;  Dr.  Levi  Judson  Pierce,  of  Keene, 
N.  H. ;  and  Dr.  Joseph  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  of  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.  Re- 
solutions of  condolence  and  sympathy  were  passed,  which  the 
Secretary  was  requested  to  forward  to  the  friends  of  each.  Two 
of  the  number  died  from  an  epidemic  with  which  they  were  heroic- 
ally battling,  until  worn  down  by  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  their 
profession,  they  themselves  fell  victims  to  the  fatal  scourge.  The 
two  others  died  of  consumption, — suddenly  at  last,  but  which  fatal 
termination  had  been  anticipated  for  some  time  by  their  friends. 

The  Faculty  of  the  college  in  1860  having  been  invited  to  be 
present,  Prof.  Temple,  of  Philadelphia,  in  their  behalf,  spoke  with 
his  usual  eloquence  of  the  gratitication  it  afforded  him  to  be 
present,  and  the  interest  with  which  he  had  listened  to  the  varied 
medical  experience  of  the  class.  The  Alma  Mater  was  always 
proud  to  recognize  and  do  honor  to  sons  who  had  proved  faithml 
to  their  trust,  and  the  record  of  the  "Class  of  '60  "  was  an  honor 
to  any  institution.  These  re-unions  are  always  profitable,  as  well 
as  a  source  of  pleasant  memories,  reviving  and  renewing  former 
intimacies  and  friendships.  He  desired  the  custom  should  become 
universal,  and  complimented  the  class  upon  having   taken   the 
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initiatory.  His  touching  allusion  to  "  the  vacant  chairs,"  brought 
many  a  sad  recollection  of  companionship  with  the  departed  class- 
mates in  those  happy  days  of  college  life,  when  all  were  filled  with 
hope  and  bright  anticipations,  which  many,  alas  I  were  not  to 
realize. 

Resolutions  thanking  the  Secretary  for  his  successful  efforts  in 
effecting  this  re-union  were  passed,  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  office.  Members  of  the  class,  changing  their  residence,  were 
requested  to  notify  him  of  the  change.  The  different  reports  and 
memorials  of  the  deceased  were  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the 
minutes,  and  a  report  of  the  meeting  sent  to  each  Homoeopathic 
Journal  for  publication. 

After  other  minor  business  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  in 
Philadelphia  in  March,  1870. 

J.  LssTBB  Ejsep,  M.  D.,  Chxaa  Secretary. 


WESTEBN    HOMCEOFATHIO    COLLEQX. 


The  class  which  has  just  finished  its  studies  numbered  sixty- 
eight  matriculants  and  thirty  graduates. 

GB  ADU  AXES. 

J.  C.  Harrington,  L.  F.  Crawford, 

Edmund  Beckwith,  S.  H.  Sparhawk, 

W.  D.  Williams,  A.  S.  Knapp, 

Peter  McDonald,  Frank  Noyes, 

H.  H.  Jackson,  A.  O.  Hunter, 

D.  A.  Davis,  S.  G.  Warren, 

Wm.  White,  L.  M.  Carpenter, 

G.  M.  Burns,  N.  B.  Wilson, 

H.  Willis,  N.  T.  HubbeU, 

Wm,  M.  Eddy,  J.  N.  Pond, 

L.  M.  Charlton,  Samuel  Schell, 

W.  D.  Lmn,  H.  W.  Nelson, 

Joseph  Hooper,  J.  Dixon, 

C.  T.  Campbell,  H.  M.  Warren, 

H.  B.  Bagley,.  M.  B,  McCausland. 

Prof.  J.  C.^Sanders,  addressed  the  class,  treating  not  only 
of  the  duties  and  responsibilities,  but  of  the  rights  also,  of  the 
medical  professson.  He  graphically  sketched  the  usual,  oon- 
Tentional  routine  of  the  physician's  practice,  which  he  condemned 
by  giving  in  contrast^  his  ideal  of  the  duty  and  practice  of 
that  ofiice.    He  said  the  popular  creed  in  reference  tA  \icL^  ^oa^ 
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of  the  Doctor,  like  that  promulgated  under  the  former  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  concerning  the  negro,  was,  that  the 
physician  had  no  rights  which  the  white  man  is  bound  to  re- 
spect He  protested  against  the  universal  selling  out  of  the 
service  of  the  profession  to  the  public,  and  the  consequent  en- 
grossment of  all  the  practitioner's  time,  to  his  loss  of  oppor- 
tunities for  general  cultivation,  and  the  defrauding  his  family  of 
his  presence  and  social  influence.  A  liberal  culture  was  insisted 
on,  and  the  students  were  earnestly  exhorted  not  to  allow  con- 
siderations of  profit  or  honor  to  cheat  them  into  the  neglect  of 
duties  growing  out  of  their  social  and  moral  relations. 


Hahnemann  Medical  College— 1865. 

GBADITATBS. 

Wm.  Brandemuehl,  Wna.  Pattison, 

Frederic  Brandemuehl,  W.  C.  Morrison,  M.  D., 

Rufus  Backus,  L.  B.  Hiatt, 

A.  H.  Fanistock,  W.  F.  Schatz, 

A.  W.  Woodward,  Chas.  Woodhouse, 

A.  G.  Leland,  H.  Gate  Chase. 

H.  C.  Lehnert, 

HOKOBABY  DSGBBES. 

L.  E.  Ober,  M.  D.,  A.  T.  Bull,  M.  D. 

Notice. — The  usual  Summer  Course  will  commence  in  Hahn- 
emann Medical  College,  the  second  week  in  April,  and  will 
continue  until  the  first  of  July. 


Jjeri50itaL 


Pbop.  H.  C.  Allen — After  having  filled  the  Chair  of  Anatomy 
in  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College,  during  its  late  session,  has 
returned  to  his  home  in  Bratitford,  C.  W.,  to  resume  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  this,  his  first 
course  of  lectures,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
say  that  he  discharged  the  duties  pertaining  to  that  chair  with 
credit  to  himself  and  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Class.  His  kind 
and  gentlemanly  bearing,  his  zeal  in  the  work  in  which  he  waa 
engaged,  soon  won  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  every 
student,    and    he  continued   thus    deservedly  popular   while  he 
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remained  His  sole  aim  seemed  to  be  the  advanoement  of  the 
Class,  and  to  this  end  he  directed  all  his  energies.  Besides  deliv- 
ering his  daily  lecture,  he  would  attend  on  dissections,  go  from 
class  to  class,  demonstrating  and  quizzing,  and  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  students  to  many  items  of  interest,  \ihich  otherwise 
might  have  passed  unnoticed.  Through  his  instrumentality,  also, 
a  society  was  organized,  and  held  weekly  meetings  for  review 
of  the  different  branches.  At  these  meetings  Prof.  A.  was  almost 
always  present,  and  took  an  active  part.  The  benefits  to  accrue 
from  these  weekly  reviews  are  incalculable. 

That  he  may  have  a  long  life,  and  meet  with  the  suceees  in 
his  profession,  which  he  so  richly  merits,   is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Yours,  G.  M.  B. 


00I1  %filitts. 


N"BfW  Rbmediks,  their  Pathogenetic  Effects  and  Thbbapbuti- 
BAL  Application  in  Homobsopathic  Pbactice.  By  Edwin  M. 
Hale,  M.D.  E.  A.  Lodge,  Detroit,  Michigan;  Turner,  77, 
Fleet  Street,  London.    1864. 

Though  not  in  the  direct  ratio,  yet  in  a  certain  proportion,  our* 
powers  of  combating  disease  depend  on  the  number  of  specifics  at 
our  command,  therefore  Dr.  Hale  has  rendered  excellent  service  by 
the  publication  of  the  above  work,  and  deserves  the  best  thanks  of 
our  body  and  of  medical  men  in  general.  We  have  here  no  less 
than  forty-four  medicines  rendered  acceptable  to  the  practitioner 
by  being  either  made  known  to  him  for  the  first  time,  or  collected 
together  from  the  various  periodicals  where  the  provings  were  first 
published.  If  not  already  in  the  hands  of  all  our  readers,  we  re- 
commend them  to  procure  the  book  without  delay.  There  are 
some  medicines,  already  partially  known  to  us,  given  in  a  more  com- 
plete form,  both  as  to  provings  and  clinical  use  by  Homoeopaths  and 
Allopaths,  of  various  kinds,  though  still  all  more  or  less  incomplete, 
yet  our  knowledge  of  them  is  brought  up  to  the  day,  and  in  such 
a  way  as  to  make  us  grasp  with  considerable  accuracy  their  sphere 
of  action.  These  are:  ^sculus  Hippocastanum,  Apocynum  An- 
drosemifolium  and  Cannabinum,  Arum,  Baptisia,  Gaulophyllum, 
Cimicifuga  or  ActSBa  Kacemosa,  Collinsonia,  Eupatorium,  Oelse- 
minum,  Hamamelis,  Hydrastis,  Phytolacca,  Podophyllum,  Sangui- 
Muria  and  Yeratrum  Yiride.  In  addition  to  these  we  have  others 
aimost  quite  unknown  to  us,  and  though  not  so  completely  proved 
as  the  above  even,  yet  still  enough  to  make  a  beginning  and  yqIt^ 
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duce  us  to  their  use.  Some  of  them  seem  very  promising,  and  will 
fill  up  some  much  felt  gap9  in  our  Materia  Medica,  if  they  turn  out 
as  well  as  they  promise.  These  are;  Asclepias,  Chimaphila,  Cornus» 
Dioscorea,  Erigeron,  Helonias,  Iris,  Leptandria,  Senecio,  TrU- 
lium,  &0. 

Dr.  Hale,  in  his  preface,  with  great  modesty  gives  his  reasons 
for  the  publication  of  the  above  new  remedies,  viz.  that  although 
the  curative  scope  of  the  remedies  already  known  to  us  is  very 
wide,  it  did  not  apparently  include  many  symptoms  and  diseases. 
This  we  think  entirely  sufficient.      Besides  that  he  gives  the  sug- 
gestion of  Teste,  that  plants  are  adapted  to  cure  the  disease  which 
infest  the  same  localities.    This  hypothesis  is  by  no  means  new  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  Teste,  nor  do  we  think  it  true  on  the  part  of  any- 
body, and  is  nothing  but  a  vain  fancy,  and  would  mislead  us  griev- 
ously if  trusted  in  practice ;  e.  g,  are  we  not  to  use  Cinchona  in 
temperate  latitudes?     Besides  these  as  a  reason  (for  the  choice  of 
the  particular  medicine)  there  are  the  cures  performed  in  eclectic 
and  domestic  practice ;  a  very  good  reason,  and  the  one  which  de- 
termined Hahnemann  in  the  choice  of  many  of  his  best  medicines. 
But  in  fact,  we  require  no  reasons  for  additions  to  our  Materia 
Medica ;  for  by  the  very  nature  of  a  specific  practice  we  cannot 
have  too  many  well-proved  medicines,  as  we  require  the  closest 
possible  adaptation  of  the  remedies  to  the  finest  shades  of  disease, 
and  as  there  are  almost  infinitely  varied,  and  even  actually  changing 
frequently,  we  shall  require  constant  additions  to  our  Materia 
Medica.    The  only  question  is  whether  imperfectly  proved  medi- 
cines should  be  admitted,  and  to  this  we  must  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive, for  the  well- proved  medicines  are  still  too  limited  to  meet  all 
eases;  as  we  may  indeed  see,  d,  priori^  by  our  inability  to  cover 
the  symptoms  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  and  we  find  out  d  pos- 
teriori^ by  failing  to  cure  with  them,  (for  no  amount  of  proving  will 
develop  intrinsic  powers  the  medicine  does  not  possess) ;  while  we 
have  a  considerable  number  of  empirically  known  medicines  which 
help  us  out  by  the  mere   general  indications.      The  use  of  such 
should,  however,  always  be  under  protest  as  it  were,  and  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  their  powers  will  at  some  time  be  properly  fixed  and 
defined  by  a  complete  proving.     Most  of  the  remedies  introduced 
to  us  by  Dr.  Hale  are  in  this  position,  and  no  one  is  more  sensible 
than  himself  of  this,  as  he  gives  us  an  introduction  on  the  desiderata 
of  Homoeopathic  provings  in  which  the  standard  is  set  very  high, 
and  we  think  shows  a  thorough  appreciation  of  the  value,  as  well  as 
the  difficulties  of  the  subject.     We  trust  that  many  will  follow  Dr. 
Hale's  excellent  example,  and  that  he  will  go  on  in  subsequent  edi- 
tions raising  the  provings  gradually  to  his  own  standard  of  excel- 
lence.    In  this  volume  he  sajs  most  of  the  provings  are  incomplete, 
and  he  will  be  satisfied  if  they  are  only  pronounced  as  suggestive. 
We  do  not  grudge  to  our  American  brethren  the  honour  of  having 
furnished  so  many  valuable  additions  to  our  store  of  medicines,  but 
we  wish  that  our  English  HomoBopathists  would  show  even  some 
small  signs  of  emulation  in  this  field.     However,  the  apathy  in  this 
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matter  is  very  disbeartening,  and  shows  to  our  mind  that  Homoeo- 
pathy is  scarcely  making  any  real  progress  here  during  the  last  few 
years.  It  is  true  we  have  had  a  good  deal  to  talk  about  the  subject 
of  late,  but  that  only  seems  to  make  the  lack  of  work  more  con- 
spicuous.— British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy. 

It  will  he  necessary  for  physicians  who  Tiave  not  obtained 
this  work,  and  who  desire  to  procure  it,  to  order  it  immediately 
as  the  edition  is  nearly  exhausted.  N^o  new  edition^  in  its 
present  form,  'will  be  published.  The  new  work  will  not  be 
ready  for  nearly  a  year. 


MosMAN's    Matbbia    Medioa    Chart.      Detroit   Homoeopathic 
Pharmacy.  1 1.00. 

The  author  says:  "The  principal  design  of  the  Chart  is  to 
show  at  a  glance  the  range  of  action,  or  organs  of  the  body,  chiefly 
affected  by  one  hundred  of  our  most  valuable  medicines,  together 
with  the  relative  degree  of  the  intensity  of  their  action.  It  may 
be  regarded  as  a  compilation  from  all  the  authorities,  correct  in 
every  essential  particular," 


The  Homceopathicians  Medical  Diary.  Adapted  for  any  year, 
by  E.  P.  MoRMAN,  M.  D.,  N.  Y.  C.  T.  Hurlburt,  Detroit 
Homoepathic  Pharmacy — 2d  series — $2.'^5  and  |3.00. 

The  most  conveniently  arranged  pocket  Manual  for  the  Homoe- 
pathic physician  now  in  use. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 

(Reserved  for  fature  notice.) 

What   is   Homoeopathy?    A  new  exposition  of  a  great  truth, 

by  W.  H.  Holcombb,  M.  D. 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  Reviewed,  by  Albert  J.  Bellows, 

M.  D. 
Annual  Report  op  the  Iowa  Homceopathio  Association. 
The  Methodical  Physician,     Closing  lecture  of  the  course  on 

Obstetrics,  in  Hahnemann  College,  session  of  '64  and  '65,  by 

R.   LUDLAM,    M,  D. 

Who  is  a  Homceopathician?  A  Lecture  delivered  before  the 
Hahnemann  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Feb.  17,  1866,  by  Adolph 
LipPB,  M.  D. 

Eighth  Annual  Report  op  the  State  Reform  School  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  1864. 
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Dr.  Pratt's  Exoneration, 


We  are  happy  to  annonnce  that  the  suit  agunst  Dr.  Frttt 
has  been  abandoned.  The  following  document  shows  that  he 
has  receiyed  full  and  complete  exoneration: 


STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, )    ^^    .,  f,^^ 
Cabbol  County.       \    ^"^^  ^^"^^ 


Frank  P«  Frisby,  by  his  next  friend  Pierson  Noble,  1  In  osse  of  Mal-praotiee, 

tw.  >     Tried  March  Term,  A. 

Leonard  Pratt.  3     D;  186i. 


We,  the  undersigned,  Attorneys  for  the  Plaintiff  in  this  case, 
having  been  present  during  the  trial  thereof,  and  having  heard 
all  the  testimony,  and  from  the  ikots  disclosed  by  the  testi- 
mony, do  hereby  exonerate  the  said  Dr.  Lsonabd  Pbatt  from 
all  blame  or  guilt  on  the  charge  made  ag^nst  him  for  the 
not-exercising  proper  Surgical  and  Medical  skill  and  oare  in 
the  treatment  of  the  injuries  under  which  the  plaintiff  labored 
or  suffered.  And  we  execute  this  in  duplicate,  to  the  end  that 
one  copy  may  be  placed  on  the  files  of  this  case,  in  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  said  Court;  and  so  that  the  defendant  may 
have  one  copy  in  his  own  possession. 

Dated  at  Mt,  Carrol,  Jan.  20th,  1865. 

Thos.  J.  Turner, 

C.  B.  Smith,  \  Atty'a  for  PV^. 

Wm.  T,  Miller, 


Special   Hotice. 


MICHIGAN   HOMOEOPATHIC   INSTITUTE, 


This  Association  will  meet  in  Detroit,  on  Tuesday,  June  18th, 
1865,  at  10  A.  M, 

Very  important  business  will  be  transacted  ai  this  meetinffp 
and  we  trust  there  will  be  a  full  attendance. 

Notice  of  the  Hall  in  which  the  meeting  is  to  be  held»  will 
be  given  in  the  May  number. 

Edwin  A.  Lodgb^  Secretary. 


ttHtt%. 
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MEDIO AL   KEFOBM   AND   MEDICAL   MONOPOLY 

IN    THE   ABMY. 

Delivered  by    T,   P.    WiLscm,  M.   D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  Cleveland  HonuBopathic  Colkge,  Class  of  1863-4. 


Civilization  touches  with  her  magic  wand  every  department  of 
human  society.  Every  nation  -blessed  with  her  presence  feels  her 
genial  and  vivifying  influence  in  its  sciences,  in  its  arts,  and  in  its 
religion.  War,  though  largely  composed  of  a  barbaric  element,  is  a 
great  promoter  of  true  civilization.  Water  tossed  by  tempests  may 
be  turbid  for  awhile,  but  it  cannot  stagnate.  Trees  shaken  by  th6 
winds  may  look  ruffled  for  a  time,  but  they  take  deeper  root,  and 
shoot  out  stronger  branches,  and  bear  better  fruit.  So,  out  of  the 
contesting  elements  of  this  great  national  conflict,  will  inevitably 
spring  some  of  the  grandest  developments  of  human  progress.  Onfy 
yesterday  we  had  no  navy,  and  to-day  our  monitors  are  models  for  the 
world ;  and  they  stand  ready,  either  singly  or  combined,  to  sink  the 
vast  and  costly  fleet  of  armed  vessels  of  the  whole  world.  We  never 
had  a  standing  army,  (except  once  on  the  Potomac,)  yet  to-day  the 
measured  tread  of  our  veteran  legions  wakes  a  thrill  of  terror  in  the 
hearts  of  transatlantic  thrones. 

No  man  can  doubt,  that  out  of  this  magnificent  yet  melancholy 
war,  the  American  people  will  rise  ere  long,  more  intelligent  and 
invincible  than  they  have  been  in  the  past.  Indeed,  we  may  truth- 
fully say,  that  our  success  in  fighting  the  battles  of  our  country,  will 
be  ike  measure  of  our  fature  glory ;  and  our  power  to  overcome  our 
enemies  will  depend  solely  upon  the  extent  to  which  we  bring  the 
elements  of  our  civilization  to  bear  in  aid  of  the  contest.  A  new 
order  of  things  demands  new  and  better  agencies ;  and  we  must  tax 
to  the  utmost  our  intelligence,  and  our  abilities,  to  create  new  means. 
To  go  to  war  with  the  plans  and  instruments  of  revolutionarv  times, 
is  so  ab  surd  that  no  man  for  a  moment  harbors  the  thought  of  it. 
And  yet  that  we  are  guilty  of  just  this  crime,  (for  such  I  may  call  it,) 
it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  show. 
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Our  war  for  the  Union  demands  principally  of  our  civilization  the 
highest  possible  development  of  two  of  its  great  elements,  namely : 
Mechanical  ingenuity  and  Medical  skill.  The  army  we  have  put  into 
the  field  asks  of  the  Government,  as  before  all  other  needs,  that  it 
thoroughly  arms  the  well,  and  successfully  treats  the  sick.  Every 
soldier  knows  that  in  every  war  the  world  ever  saw,  ten  fall  by  the 
effects  of  disease  where  one  is  slain  on  the  battle  field.  And  he  more 
fears  the  hospital  than  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  And  when  the 
the  patrbtic  soldier  brings  the  offering  of  himself  to  the  altar  of  his 
country,  he  only  asks  that  his  guns  may  be  rifled,  and  his  boats  iron 
clad ;  and  he  will  stand  up  unflinchingly  to  the  assault,  until  victory 
or  death  is  won.  And  he  couples  to  that  modest  request  the  earnest 
prayer,  that  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  camp,  and  the  medical 
treatment  of  the  hospitals,  shall,  correspondingly  with  the  instruments 
of  war  that  he  uses,  be  the  result  of  the  most  enlightened  efforts  and 
teachings  of  our  boasted  civilization. 

Now  let  me  ask  every  candid  mind  to  contemplate  the  record  of 
the  transactions  of  the  medical  department  of  our  army  for  the  past 
three  pears.  When  the  war  first  broke  out,  the  adherents  of  the 
allopathic  school  of  medicine  were  in  possession  of  every  official 
position  on  the  medical  staff.  And  it  is  well  known  to  the  public 
how  they  at  once  barred  the  door,  and  suffered  under  no  pretext  what- 
ever, the  admission  of  adherents  of  other  medical  schools.  No  matter 
how  well  qualified  a  candidate  might  be,  if  he  did  not  hold  a  diploma 
from  an  Allopathic  College,  and  continue  to  swear  by  the  God  of 
Cathartics,  and  the  God  of  Diuretics,  and  the  God  of  Antiphlogistics^ 
if  he  would  not  bow  down  and  worship  Opium,  and  Calomel,  and  the 
Lancet,  he  was,  without  judge  or  jury,  set  aside.  Thus  arrogating 
to  themselves  all  medical  wisdom,  and  assuming  with  unblushing  . 
effrontery  all  medical  responsibilities,  they  have  enjoyed  full  control 
of  the  medical  and  sanitary  departments  of  the  great  Union  army. 
And  the  record  that  has  been  made  by  their  army  surgeons,  during 
the  past  three  years,  is  a  lasting  inheritance  that  no  school  of  medicine 
could  for  a  moment  sttind  under,  except  one,  whose  mortality  list  runs 
back  for  more  than  a  thous'ind  years.  Ask  of  the  feeble  convalescent 
soldiers  that  are  to  be  found  along  all  our  streets,  how  well  the  med- 
ical department  has  answered  their  need.  You  will  find  multitudes 
of  them,  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  treatment  ihey  have  been 
subjected  to.  And  they  have  escaped  the  hated  hospital,  and  sought 
their  homes,  in  order  that  they  might  get  within  reach  of  something 
more  human  and  scientific  than  the  nauseating  compounds  they  have 
been  forced  from  day  to  day  to  swallow.  Not  only  so,  but  a  number 
of  able  bodied  men  stand  ready  to-day  to  enlist  in  their  country's 
service,  if  they  could  only  feel  themselves  safe  in  hours  of  sickness — 
if  they  did  not  dread  more  the.  attack  of  the  surgeon  than  the  attack 
of  disease. 

It  is  indeed  a  melancholy  fact,  that  while  the  best  mechanical  skill 
that  our  civilization  possesses,  has  been  made  tributary  to  the  produc* 
tion  of  the  best  instruments  of  war,  the  best  medical  skill  and  science 
of  the  country  have  been  privileged  to  contribute  but  a  moiety  of 
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good,  for  the  benefit  of  our  suft'ering  soldiery.  We  speak  now,  not  of 
any  surgical  practice,  but  of  medical  treatment  proper.  And  we  do 
fearlessly  affirm,  that  much  of  our  army  hospital  practice  shows  no 
advance  beyond  fifty  years  ago.  Men  who  strut  about  camp  with  the 
cabalistic  M.  S.  upon  their  shoulder  straps,  are  using  the  same  agen- 
cies, upon  the  same  general  plan,  that  were  used  in  the  days  of  the 
Revolution.  True,  our  civilization  has  developed  vastly  better  med- 
ical agencies,  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  brought  in  and  applied. 
At  one  time,  the  General-in-Chief  of  our  army  asked  for  their  intro- 
duction. Almost  all  the  officers  of  a  whole  brigade  in  the  West  have 
petitioned  for  them,  but  they  have  been  fiatly  refused ;  and  we  stand 
to-day  with  no  advance,  except  in  isolated  cases. 

Just  why  one  school  of  medicine  should  assume  to  monopolize  this 
department,  none  but  the  partizans  of  that  school  can  see.  Are  the 
soldiers,  when  at  home,  all  the  patrons  of  Allopathy?  Do  Allopaths 
pay  all  the  taxes  of  the  country  ?  Are  there  any  peculiar  guarantees 
to  the  Allopathic  school  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  country  ? 
Such  questions  as  these  are  being  pressed  home  upon  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  we  rejoice  to  know  that  the  sufferings  in  our  army  are 
creatimg  in  the  public  mind  a  strong  reactionary  tide,  toward  a  more 
refined  and  successful  method  of  medical  practice  for  the  army,  as 
well  as  for  the  people. 

It  might  be  well  under  a  monarchy  to  say,  that  the  government  is 
carrying  on  a  war ;  but.  in  a  republic  like  ours,  it  is  the  people  who 
are  the  authors  and  agents  of  war.  The  Government  is  but  the 
machinery  the  people  use.  The  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial 
branches  of  the  Government  are  but  the  agents,  controled,  not  by 
their  own  impulses,  but  by  the  constituency  they  represent.  It  is 
the  people  who  set  on  foot  and  maintain  all  governmental  transactions, 
whether  they  be  peaceful  or  warlike.  It  is  the  great  mass  of  individ- 
uals composing  the  citizens  of  the  nation  who,  in  this  war,  lay  down 
the  only  true  plans  of  conducting  the  campaigns.  And  it  is  they  who 
furnish  not  only  tne  plans,  but  the  means,  in  rich  and  countless 
abundance.  Having  done  this  much,  they  hesitate  not  for  a  moment 
to  assume  the  garb  and  office  of  a  soldier,  and  go  forth  armed  upon 
the  battle  field,  to  see  that  the  plans  are  properly  executed,  and  the 
means  not  prodigally  wasted.  W^r  is  emphatically  the  people's  work ; 
and  that  it  may  be  swiftly  and  successfully  terminated,  every  depart- 
ment of  science  and  art  is  thrown  open  to  competition.  Quickened 
by  a  laudable  ambition  to  excel  their  fellows,  and  benefit  their  coun- 
try, every  man  deems  it  the  highest  joy  to  contribute  the  best  of  his 
possessions  to  the  great  cause  of  war.  And  the  Government,  as  the 
voice  of  the  people,  says  to  the  citizens,  "The  prize  lists  are  open, 
gentlemen.  If  you  want  promotion,  get  it  by  heroic  action  on  the 
field  of  battle.  If  you  want  lasting  renown,  seek  it  in  victory  or 
death  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  And  if  you  cannot  fight,  perhaps  you 
can  invent.  And  if  you  will  make  the  best  iron  clad  boats,  we  will 
use  them.  If  you  will  make  the  best  muskets,  rifles  and  pistols,  you 
shall  have  our  orders  for  the  same.  If  you  can  invent  a  better  article 
of  light  artillery,  or  siege  gun,  or  a  more  destructive  ball,  or  shell, ^qm 
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Bhall  have  our  unlimited  patronage.*'  Now  it  is  under  just  such  a 
fitimulus  as  this  that  the  American  people  have  achieved  the  work  of 
a  century  in  a  year.  Breaking  down  the  conservative  harriers  of  the 
past,  they  have  stepped  holdly  forward  upon  a  new  field,  and  hy  new 
and  untried  agencies,  have  placed  themselves  far  in  advance  of  the 
Nations  of  the  old  world. 

Now  if  this  freedom  of  competition  had  prevailed  as  a  rule  in 
every  department  of  the  army,  then  certainly  no  men,  or  class  of  men, 
could  possibly  in  justice  complain  if  they  found  themselves  wanting 
in  suooess  and  patronage.  But  it  is  our  painful  duty  to  declare,  that 
while  the  largest  libery  and  the  most  valuable  privileges  have  been 
extended  to  competitors  in  rank  and  file,  and  in  shop,  and  field,  jet 
in  the  medical  department  the  most  bigoted  and  arrogant  system  of 
monopoly  has  prevailed,  to  the  lasting  injury  of  our  army,  and  dis- 
grace of  our  country. « 

If  it  be  true  that  this  war  is  of,  and  by,  and  for  the  people,  then 
no  class  of  persons  can,  on  any  just  grounds,  be  excluded  from  bring- 
ing their  sacrifice  to  the  common  altar  of  the  country,  and  making 
there  an  offering  of  the  means  ,  and  the  fruits  of  th6ir  abilities  for  the 
good  of  all.  The  medical  arm  of  the  service  is  unquestionably  a  most 
important  agent  in  carrying  on  the  war.  And  to  the  end  that  it  may 
be  fully  developed  and  applied,  the  medical  profession  of  the  country 
is  called  upon  to  come  forward  and  render  efficient  service.  A  know- 
ledge of  surgical  art,  and  an  ability  to  treat  disease,  is  all  the  army 
and  the  people  require ;  and  men  of  that  stamp  are  to  be  found  in 
every  section  of  the  country,  men  who,  by  years  of  devotion  to  their 
profession,  hove  achieved  great  professional  excellence,  and  in  many 
cases  enviable  renown.  And  they  are  by  no  means  the  graduates  of 
any  one  medical  college,  or  any  one  class  of  colleges.  The  Homoeo- 
pathic, Eclectic,  and  Allopathic  colleges,  chartered  alike  under  the 
laws  of  the  various  States,  have  each  sent  out  their  representative 
men,  and  they  are  found  pvery  where  wielding  the  scalpel,  and  apply- 
ing their  remedies,  with  more  or  less  success.  In  every  community 
where  they  have  been  placed  side  by  side,  they  have  commanded  an 
equal  patronage.  Or,  in  other  words,  the  Allopathic  physicians  have 
found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  yielding  a  large  portion  of 
their' practice  into  the  hands  of  the  ardent  and  successful  adherents 
of  the  Homoeopathic  and  Eclectic  schools.  Now  these  are  the  men 
whose  services  are  of  incalculable  value  to  our  army.  The  various 
communities  in  which  they  practice,  have  sent  large  delegations'  to  the 
camp,  and  they  say  to  the  patriotic  physician,  "Come,  give  us  your 
aid,  for  our  needs  in  the  hospital  are  as  great  as  in  camp  or  field." 

Look,  now,  at  the  shameless  arrogance  of  one  of  these  medical 
schools.  The  representatives  of  that  school  seize  at  once  upon  every 
official  podition,  and  then  isstie  an  edict  making  an  outlaw  of  every 
medical  man  in  the  country,  except  the  men  of  their  peculiar  faith ; 
and  so  far  no  man,  not  supposed  to  be  an  allopathist,  has  been  allowed 
to  hold  a  commission  on  the  medical  staff.  The  wants  of  the  army 
have  been  great.  Many  a  poor  soldier,  wounded  in  action,  has  laid 
three  days  with  his  wounds  undressed,  maggots  have  taken  possession 
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of  the  wounds  Jong  before  the  surgeon.  Thousands  in  the  hospitals 
have  suffered  more  than  death,  over  and  again,  for  want  of  competent 
medical  and  surgical  treatment,  not  because  the  inen  were  not  to  be 
found  who  were  willing  and  able  to  meet  this  want.  But  because  a 
medical  dog-in-the-manger  policy  ruled  the  day.  Men  who  were  not 
Allopaths,  no  matter  how  well  qualified,  were  refused  the  privilege  of 
working,  even  gratuitously,  •  for  the  suffering  soldiers.  And  then 
these  men,  guilty  of  this  great  crime,  not  daring  to  meet  the  respon- 
sibility of  such  acts,  have  basely  charged  it  upon  the  Government. 
Thev  have  sought  to  escape  the  just  indignation  of  an  intelligent 
public  by  the  plea  of  legal  right,  when  no  such  legal  right  existed. 
Thus  has  an  ignoble  partizan  spirit  stood  up,  and  for  mere  selfish 
ends  monopolized  the  duties  and  received  the  rewards  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  army.  And  this  they  have  done,  though  they 
stood  between  the  soldier  and  his  needed  good,  between  the  country 
an4  its  welfare. 

How  long  such  an  unwarranted  medical  monopoly  shall  curse  the 
army,  we  surely  do  not*know,  but  we  hopefully  pray  that  our  Govern- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  many  petitions  and  prayers  of  the  people,  will 
soon  give  the  representatives  of  the  several  medical  schools  of  the 
land  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  the  army  For  surely  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  be  behind  the  people  in  accepting  the  benefit  pf  a 
true  medical  reform. 


»■  ♦  * 


XOBPBXNS  IK  HEROIC  DOfifeS. 


BT  DR.  OROMEL. 


During  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of  January,  1864,  a  Mrs, 
Catherine  Gardiner,  a  widow,  aged  38,  living  in  Bridge  Street,  called 
on  me,  and,  after  stating  the  following  history,  asked  my  assistance. 
She  said  that  in  October  1864,  she  had  an  attack  of  Gastritis^  induced 
by  she  knew  not  what.  Vomiting  and  pain  were  excessive,  and  seemed 
to  baffle  all  the  efforts  of  the  physician  in  attendance  to  even  palliate 
her  sufferings,  until  he,  as  usual  in  such  an  emergency,  had  recourse 
to  Morphine.  This  agent  quieting  her,  the  physician  continued  its 
prescription  for  several  days,  until  she,  ascertaining  that  it  was  the 
sole  remedy  given  her,  discharged  him  and  procured  the  salt  herself. 
Four  or  five  days  elapsed,  when  she,  though  much  enfeebled,  was 
enabled  to  leave  her  bed  ;  but  she  soon  found  that  if  she  discontinued 
the  Morphine  the  pain  in. the  stomach  soon  returned  with  vomiting. 
Thus  it  ran  on  until  weeks  lengthened  into  months,  and  months  into 
years !  The  pain  in  the  stomach  was  hushed,  but  anomalous  aches  in 
body  and  limbs  was  nature's  growing  protest  and  warning.  Larger 
daily  quantities  became  necessary,  until  nine  or  ten  grains  per  day 
became  the  usual  dose  for  over  eight  years. 
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Believing  that  she  was  gifted  in  a  pre-eminent  degree  with  the 
spirit  of  exaggeration,  I  called  on  her  druggist,  Mr.  Ernest  Burgess, 
doing  husiness  on  Fourth  street,  in  Logansport,  Indiana,  and  who 
attested  the  truth  of  the  history.  Her  menses  had  disappeared  now 
about  seven  years.  She  essayed  many  times  to  crush  the  habit,  but 
the  consequences  of  breaking  away  from  it  appeared  so  hazardous,  that 
she  dared  not  persist,  especially  as  her  "  regular  "  physicians  warned 
her  of  unknown  dangers  resulting.  Her  fear  of  consequences,  it 
would  appear,  was  drowned  in  apprehensions  of  a  rise  in  the  cost  of 
the  dius,  for  at  the  first  intimation  of  such  ati  event  she  called  on  me. 
On  review,  the  diagnosis  seemed  clear, — ^the  prognosis  not  quite  so 
transparent.  Her  thin,  dark,  nervous  face,  turned  towards  me,  assured 
me  much  trial  and  perplexity  in  the  management  of  the  case.  Not 
despairing,  and  with  her  promise  of  implicit  obedience,  I  assumed  the 
case.  Believing  that  a  remedy  which  would  have  been  homoepathic 
to  the  original  disease,  and  which  was  now  lying  smothered  and  only 
half  controlled,  ready  to  flash  out  when  that  control  ceased,  was  the 
remedy  indicated.  I  exhibited  Arsenicum  alb.  2ndy  a  powder  every 
two  hours,  and  bade  her  take  two-thirds  of  the  usual  dose,  or  seven 
grains  of  Morphine  per  day.  On  the  17th  she  returned,  looking 
badly,  complaining  of  pain  in  the  stomach,  '*  and  all  over."  Repeated 
the  same  prescription,  and  bade  her  take  one-half  the  daily  quantity 
of  Morphine.  Saw  her  again  on  the  20th,  when  she  came  in  only  to 
tell  me  that  she  had  returned  to  the  old  habit,  not  being  able  to 
endure  the  pain,  which  was  not  confined  to  the  stomach  alone,  but 
which  darted  through  every  joint  and  along  the  [limbs.  Thirst  was 
also  excessive.  Still  desiring  a  "  cure,*'  I  determined  to  precipitate 
matters  and  risk  the  consequences.  Requesting  her  to  give  up  the 
Morphine*  at  once,  Arsenicum  2d  and  Bry,  2d  was  given  to  her  to  be 
taken  in  alternation  every  hour.  The  Bryonia  was  for  the  symptoms 
she  spoke  of  as  occuring  last.  The  object  in  taking  away  the  Mor- 
phine at  once  was  to  get  her  confined  to  her  bed,  where  she  might  be 
held  manageable,  and  the  resulting  changes  treated.  Aboitt  10  o'clock 
next  day  she  sent  a  messenger  with  word  that  she  was  dying.  Found 
her  in  high  fever,  pulse  strong  and  full,  violent  vomiting  of  greenish 
matter,  face  dark  red,  knees  drawn  up,  cramps  in  calves  of  Teg  and 
in  both  arms,  stomach  and  whole  abdomen  tender  even  on  pressure  of 
bed  clothes.  The  tongue  was  coated  white  in  centre,  with  sharply 
defined  margins  at  the  red  edges.  She  prayed  and  begged  for  some 
Morphine,  "  just  a  little  on  the  tongue,"  which  was  refused.  Same 
prescription  in  water,  two  teasponfuls  every  twenty  minutes,  in 
alternation.  Called  in  the  evening  and  found  the  patient  worse, 
delirium  supervening,  but  continued  same  remedies.  On  the  22d, 
patient  no  better,  tongue  dry  and  brownish,  vomiting  ceased,  conjunc- 
tival congested,  still  delirius,  bowels  tympanitic.  No  changes  of 
remedies.  Added  hot  fomentations.  Two  dejections  from  bowels  for 
first  time  since  taken  to  her  bed. 

Wakened  after  mid-night  by  the  disagreeable  message  that  she 
was  very  much  worse.  Hurried  around  to  see,  and  found  her,  as  I 
thought,  rapidly  sinking.      Visions  of  the  inutility  of  trying  experi- 
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ments  arose  before  me,  and  I  saw  the  propriety  of  "  letting  well 
enough  alone.''  My  patient  had  just  recovered  from  a  chill,  and  the 
cold  prespiration  stood  upon  her  brow  in  large  beads  !  Consciousness 
had  returned,  the  limbs  were  relaxed,  and  pain  much  lessened.  The 
pulse,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  rapid  and  weak,  and  would  at  times 
intermit.  The  pallid,  pinched  face,  and  general  expression  of  the 
case  was  not  a  happy  one.  Watched  her  for  a  few  minutes  and  could 
scarcely  put  aside  the  temptation  to  return  to  the  Morphine,  a  vial  of 
which  I  had  already  drawn  from  my  pocket.  Determired  that  the 
treatment  should  not  halt  at  this  stage,  I  gave  her  four  drops  of  the 
1st  of  Camphor— for  the  above  symptoms — in  a  teaspoonful  of  water, 
in  alternation  with  three  drops  of  the  German  tincture  of  Aconite. 
3rd  dilution, — I  scarcely  knew  why — in  a  teaspoonful  of  water, 
remedies  alternated  every  15  minutes.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  signs 
of  a  decided  reaction  commencing,  I  quitted  her  for  the  night,  ordering 
three-quarters  to  an  hours  interval  between  the  administration  of  the 
remedies,  as  the  patient  improved. 

23rd.  This  morning  my  patient  is  doing  beautifully.  No  vomiting, 
no  cramps,  not  much  tenderness  of  abdomen,  but  little  fever,  pains 
much  easier,  pulse  full,  has  a  short,  hacking,  irritative  cough — just 
such  as  Sticta  would  remove — ^and  is  lying  on  her  left  side  and  the 
saliva  is  running  from  her  mouth  in  a  perfect  stream.  The  basin 
into  which  it  flowed — an  ordinary  tin  wash  basin — was  a  little  more 
than  filled  during  the  next  twenty-four  hours.  Gave  her  my  congrat- 
ulations and  Mercuritcs  vivus  2ndt  a  powder  every  hour.  Offered 
her  some  Morphine  next  day,  but  she  was  extremely  disgusted  at  its 
mere  mention.  On  the  26th  she  sat  up  a  portion  of  the  day,  but  was 
quite  feeble  for  some  days  longer.  Within  six  weeks  after  her  menses 
returned,  and  within  six  months  married  and  moved  away,  forgetting 
to  pay  my  bill. 


ON   THE   ACTION   OF   GELSfailNXTK. 


BY  B.  M.  HALB     M.  D. 


* 

Dr.  Garnsey,  in  the  April  No.  of  Observer,  calls  attention  to  an 
apparent  discrepancy  in  the  action  of  Gelseminum,  in  two  cases  which 
he  cites.  The  case  of  Dr.  Williams  was  one  of  inevitable  abortion ; 
that  of  Dr.  Pease,  threatened  abortion.  In  the  former  there  was 
undoubtedly  effusion  of  blood  under  the  membranes,  and  a  consequent 
separation  at  such  a  portion  as  would  cause  irremedible  irritation  and 
final  expulsion,  had  no  remedy  been  given.  The  latter  was  as 
evidently  a  case  of  functional  irritation  in  which  no  bleeding  had 
occurred,  and  consequently  no  extravasation  or  separation.  It  was  in 
fact  a  false  la&or, — the  pains  were  false  pains. 

In  the  former  case  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus  was  in  a 
condition  of  abnormal  contractility,  with  an  irritation  of  the  nerves  of 
motion.  In  the  latter ,  there  was  probably  no  abnormal  constriction, 
only  a  condition  of  irritation  of  the  motor  nerves.  Now  for  the  action 
of  gelseminum.     In  material  doses,  i.  e.,  from  the  T0LO\i\i^T  \i\\i^\MX^  \ft 

\ 


136  AMERICAN    HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSERyER. 

the  third  dilution,  its  primary  effect  is  to  relax  the  ^lomuU  ootUractiHty 
of  muscida/r  fhre,  or  paralyze  the  motor  nerves.  Its  secondary  effect 
is  to  cause  abnormal  contractility  of  muscular  tisiue,  and  almormal 
irritation  of  motor  nerves. 

In  both  the  oases  cited,  the  Gelseminum  was3ecofu2ein/yhomoBopathio. 
It  relaxed  the  pretematurally  rigid  os,  iu  the  oixe  case,  and  calmed 
the  false  pains  in  the  other,  on  .the  same  principle,  with  the  effect  in 
both  cases  of  resting  a  normal  condition,  as  a  final  result.  In  J)r, 
Pease's  case  there  was  no  rigidity  to  overcome,  only  an  irritation  of 
the  uterine  motor  nerve,  after  which  all  abnormal  action  ceasM.  In 
Dr.  Williams'  case,  the  spasmodically  closed  os  would  not  let  the 
natural  pains  have  their  due  effect.  The  Glelseminum  removed  the 
constriction,  and  the  normal  pains  were  permitted  to  do  their  duty. 

Gdseminv/m  is  only  primarilt  homoeopathic  when  there  is  unnat- 
ural relaxation  of  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus,  and  an  absence 
of  normal  irritability  in  its  motor  nevves.  It  is  well  known  that 
Gelseminum  will,  in  cases  of  atony  of  the  muscular  tissue  and  motor 
nerves  of  the  uterus. 

In  all  the  cases  above  referred  to,  the  original  cause  of  the 
abnormal  condition  m^y  have  been  in  the  spinal  cord,  on  which  G-el- 
seminum  has  such  pernicious  influence  in  poisonous  doses. 

There  is  another  fact  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  in  estiina- 
ting  the  apparent  contradiction  in  the  effects  of  Q-elseminum.  It  is 
well  known  to  all  practical  physicians  who  have  made  much  use  of 
OelseiiQiinum,  that  the  same  quantity  will  not  have  the  same  effect  upon 
different  constitutions.  All  medicines  vary  somewhat  in  their  action, 
but  none  so  much  as  this.  One  person,  in  health  or  disease,  may  take 
10  drops  of  the  mother  tincture  and  perceive  no  effects  from  it; 
another  will  be  made  blind  and  paralytic  from  the  same  amount  of 
drops  of  the  first  attenuation.  There  are  many  things  about  the  action 
of  Gelseminum  which  need  clearing  up ;  this,  time  arid  the  investiga- 
tion of  studious  physicians  can  only  effect. 


GELSEMINUBI  JN  VERTIGO. 


BT  C.  H.  LKK,  M.  D.  * 


Nov.  8rd,  1864.  S.  S. — Age  three,  every  two  or  three  days  would 
have  vertigo  with  blindness,  causing  him  to  fall  down.  At  times  the 
blindness  comes  on  gradually,  and  he  stulnbles  over  every  little  thing 
in  his  way.  Is  troubled  with  worms.  Gave  Gelseminum  4  att., 
night  and  morning  for  a  week,  which  cured  him. 
'  Nov.  28,  1864.  Mrs.  P. — At  times  when  she  would  be  walking 
through  the  house,  or  out  doors,  there  would  be  a  dull  feeling  in  the 
head,  after  which  there  would  be  total  blindness  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes.  After  the  blindness  was  over,  she  would  feel  perfectly  well. 
Is  very  seldom  sick.  Looks  well  and  hearty.  Gave  Gelseminum  4 
att.     Has  had  no  return  of  the  complaint  since. 
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A  Gase  of  Uradmic  Convulsions^  t^e  ^equela  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


J.  F.  MBRRITT,  M.   D.   BTAAT8BUR0H,  N.  T, 

s 


O.  H.,  a 'lad  12  years,  of  good  constitntion,  was  attacked  on  Friday, 
March  8d,  with  Scarlatina  anginosa.  The  erujption  was  well  developed, 
and  under  the  use  of  the  appropriate  remedies  he  gradually  coilvalesoed, 
On  the  28d,  just  twenty  days  after  Uie  appearance  of  the  disease, 
he  was  attacked,  after  exposure  to  cold,  with  tremors  of  the  whole 
body,  especially  of  the  left  side,  which  however  subsided  before 
treatment  was  commenced.  Face  anasarcous,  urine  albuminous. 
Treatment :  Merc.  corr.  8d.  This  was  lO  a.  m.  At  12  m.  was  again 
summoned,  found  him  retching  constantly,  occasionally  bringing  up  a 
dark  viscid  fluid,  portions  were  almost  black ;  alvine  evacuations  simi- 
lar. Tongue  red,  trembling  had  ceased,  great  prostration.  Prescrip- 
tion, Verat.  viride  2d.  At  5  1-2  p.  m.,  was  sent  for  again,  found  him 
in  convulsions,  partial  opisthotonos,  spasmodicf  contractions  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  the  left  side,  pupil  fully  dilated,  and  retina 
insensible  to  light ;  total  loss  of  vision,  extending  back  an  hour  and  a 
half  anterior  to  the  appearance  of  the  convulsions.  The  convulsions 
occurred  every  10  minutes,  the  intervals  growing  shorter  until  they 
were  of  only  4  minutes  duration,  breathing  rattling.  Prescription, 
Nxix  V.  3d,  every  half  hour.  In  three  hours  the  convulsions  ceased 
and  did  not  return. 

March  24.  Better  in  all  respects  except  loss  of  vision,  which 
remains.  Looking  upon  this  as  an  effect  of  the  uremic  poisoning  (for 
it  occurred  an  hour  and  a  half  prior  to  the  first  convulsion)  I  turned 
my  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  kidney  which  had  given  rise  to 
this  condition  of  things,  manifesting  itself  by  the  secreted  albuminous 
substance  found  in  the  urine.  Found  the  urine  scanty,  and  passed 
guttatem  accompanied  by  pressure  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  Pre- 
scription, Merc.  corr.  3d,  and  Cantharieds  2d,  in  alterpation  every 
two  hours. 

March  26.  Urine  less  turbid,  anasarca  almost  disappeared,  and 
vision  entirely  restored.  Treatment  that  of  yesterday  continued,  and 
under  these  medicines  he  recovered. 

Let  me  add  a  word  as  to  the  use  of  Merc,  corrosiv.  in  albuminuria, 
following  scarlatina.  I  have  more  faith  in  it  than  any  other  drug, 
paying  of  course  due  regard  to  its  pathogenesis,  and  selecting  accord- 
ingly ;  but  the  conviction  is  every  day  becoming  stronger  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  it  is  the  sheet  anchor.  To  this  remedy  not  the 
rational  so  much  as  the  physical  signs,  in  other  words  the  pathology, 
unerringlj/points.  In  the  case  narrated,  under  its  use,  the  loss  of 
vision,  the  effect  of  the  uracmic  poisoning,  was  speedily  restored. 
Will  some  one  of  your  many  contributors  give  their  experience,  if 
they  have  had  any,  in  the  use  of  this  drug  in  albuminuria,  whether 
following  scarlet  fev^r  or  as  constituting  an  independent  disease  ? 
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I4AOHESIS. 


Mrs.  T.,  ast.  45,  of  a  somewhat  full  habit,  extremely  nervous,  light 
hair,  light  blue  eyes,  light  complexion,  yet  earlier  in  life  must  have 
had  a  good  deal  of  color;  lively  disposition,  but  having  a  good  deal  of 
firmness ;  a  widow,  no  children,  just  merging  from  the  climacterio  or 
critical  period,  menstruated  but  twice  during  the  last  12  montha,  life 
sedentary,  habit  costive.  Has  had  for  years  hyperaBsthesia  vagina,  also 
hyperassthesia  of  the  throat,  and  violent  attacks  of  headache  at  err^- 
ular  intervals,  for  which  she  has  taken,  as  she  said,  "  almost  every- 
thing." Has  doctored  with  Allopathic  and  HQmoeopathio  physiciaoB, 
Botanical  and  Eclectic  doctors,  with  Electricians  as  well  as  Hydro- 
pathic, or  water  cure  doctors. 

Having  tried  the  above  ordeal  in  Cleveland  and  Detroit,  and  mar- 
ried, she  finally  settled  down  as  a  confirmed  opium  eater,  as  her  only 
solace.  I  was  called  to  see  her  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  night  of  May 
10,1866. 

Found  her  suffering  with  violent  darting,  stabbing  pains  in  the 
forehead,  from  the  upper  part  of  the  forehead  down  to  the  centre  of 
the  head,  she  described  it  "  as  if  knives  were  being  thrust  intq  the 
brow  most  constantly,"  aggravated  by  the  least  motion ;  also  a  feeling 
of  violent  pressure  from  above  downwards.  Had  been  suffering  about 
two  hours  when  I  was  called.  Thought  the  attack  had  been  brought 
on  at  this  time  by  wearing  a  flat  instead  of  a  hood,  and  thereby  taking 
cold  in  her  head,  followed  by  this  attack.  Gave  her  5  pellets  of 
Lachesis  the  12th,  and  left  another  similar  dose  to  be  given  in  half 
an  hour  if  an  improvement,  but  not  otherwise. 

May  11th,  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Found  her  sitting  up  in  room  reading, 
and  quite  free  from  pain.  Did  not  have  to  take  second  dose.  Felt 
very  perceptibly  easier  in  ten  minutes  after  taking  the  drug.  Never 
had  anything,  not  even  Opium,  or  Morphine,  or  applications  of  hot 
water,  (from  which,  by  the  way,  she  sometimes  found  relief,)  relieved 
her  nearly  as  much  or  as  readily.  At  other  times  confined  to  the  bed 
for  several  days. 

I  report  the  above  as  a  slight  testimony  in  favor  of  that  much 
abused,  yet  highly  valuable  remedy  Lachesis,  and  that  others  may  be 
be  induced  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  before  condemning  it. 

A.  J.  Sawyer,  M.  D. 


Phytolacca  Decandra  in  Inflammation  of  the  Hammes. 


BY  JOHN  DSWMMOND,  L.R.C.P.K.,  ETC. 


Qmn. 


Mrs.  C,  aet.  35,  consulted  me  on  the  20th  February,  1865.  She 
had  suffered  for  three  months  from  a  series  of  abscesses  in  the  right 
breast,  and  there  were  six  fistulous  openings  in  'it,  from  which  milk 
and  pus  escaped  when  any  pressure  was  made  upon  the  gland.  The 
skin  was  of  a  dark  brown  color,  indeed  nearly  black  in  places,  and  she 
had  severe  pain,  which  prevented  her  obtaining  rest.  She  looked 
pale  and  haggard,  her  appetite  was  very  bad,  indeed  she  loathed  most 
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solid  food ;  her  pulse  was  quick,  and  she  suffered  from  reeking  per- 
spirations after  the  slightest  exertion,  and  every  night  in  bed.  She 
was  poulticing  the  breast  with  linseed  meal,  and  taking  the  Citrate  ef 
Iron  and  Quinine.  I  ordered  the  medicine  and  poultices  to  be  dis- 
continued. The  breast  to  be  covered  by  two  folds  of  lint,  moistened 
in  a  lotion  miade  from  sixty  drops  of  the  mother  tincture  of  Phytolacca 
in  four  ounces  of  water,  and  evaporation  prevented  by  means  of  oil 
s^ik  over  this.  This  application  to  be  renewed  four  times  in  twenty- 
fcur  hours.  Two  grain  doses  of  SUica  b  every  three  hours.  Beef 
tea,  brandy  and  wine,  to  be  taken  in  small  but  repeated  quantities, 
varied  with  any  other  nourishment  she  could  fancy.  She  had  at- 
tempted to  nurse  on  the  sound  breast,  but  as  she  was  so  weak,  and  as 
she  had  little  milk  for  the  nourishment  of  her  child,  she  was  easily 
prevailed  upon  to  wean  it.  Under  this  treatment  she  rapidly  recov- 
ered. The  pain  in  the  breast  began  to  subside  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  in  three  weeks  the  fistulae  had  healed,  and  the  breast  was  begin- 
ning to  assume  its  natural  color.  The  woman's  health  rapidly  im- 
proved, the  night  sweats  subsided,  her  appetite  returned,  and  from 
the  very  rapid  improvement  in  this  case,  I  believe  this  new  remedy 
will  prove  invaluable  in  these  painful  and  often  tedious  cases. — 
{British)  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


»■  ♦  » 


Materia  ^Aia. 


HAVE   WE    AN   INDIGBNOUS  ACONITE    AND  FUIBATILLA 


BY  X.  H.  HALX,  M.  B. 


My  colleagues  know  that  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the  devel- 
opment of  our  indigenous  Materia  Medica,  and  my  investigations  have 
tended  that  way  for  many  years.  Of  late  1  have  often  asked  myself 
the  above  question,  It  can  be  answered  in  the  afi&rmative  so  far  as 
this :  that  we  have  in  the^  United  States  several  varieties  of  Aconite 
and  Pulsstilla,  which  are  indigenous  to  this  country.  But  the  more 
important  question,  namely :  whether  these  plants  possess  the  same  or 
similar  medicinal  virtues  as  the  European  varieties  used  by  Hahne- 
mann, remains  unanswered.  I  can  find  no  rexsord  of  any  investiga- 
tions into  their  medicinal  action,  either  in  health  or  disease.  But  I 
propose,  with  the  assistance  of  my  professional  friends,  who  are  inte- 
resied  in  this  subject,  to  test  the  matter  as  thoroughly  as  possible. 

It  will  be  necessary,  however,  in  the  very  beginning  of  our  inves- 
tigations, to  procure  specimens  of  the  plants,  and  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  make  enough  tincture  to  use  in  the  proposed  experiments  and 
provings. 

I  propose,  threfore,  to  those  physicians  who  reside  in  or  near  the 
neighborhood  where  the  plants  are  found,  to  collect  as  soon  as  possible 
a  quantity  of  each  plant  procurable,  and  send  it  to  NVx . '^t^ae^ .    A.\» 
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should  be  carefully  dried  in  the  shade,  and  packed  so  as  to  be  beyond 
the  reach  of  injury^by  external  influences,  such  as  dampness,  etc. 

To  each  one  who  will  send  such  specimens  I  will  reciprocate  the 
favor,  if  desired,  by  sending  a  copy  of  the  second  edition  of  "  Abor- 
tion," which  will  be  issued  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

I  append  a  botanical  description  of  each  plant,  and  the  portion  of 
the  country  where  they  may  be  found,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
trouble  in  recognizing  them. 

It  is  probable  that  they  may  be  found  in  other  places  than  those 
mentioned.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Aconite  may  not  be  found  in 
the  high  regions  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota;  as  well  as  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York  ;  and  the  Pulsatilla  all  over  the  Western  States. 

I  am  aware  that  plants  to  be  used  for  medicinal  purposes  are  best 
w)ien  gathered  in  the  months  of  August,  September  and  October,  but 
I  am  anxious  to  procure  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

ACONITE. 

A.  Uncinatufrit  L.  (Wild  Monkshood)  Glabrous :  stem  slendor^ 
erect,  but  weak  and  disposed  to  climb  ;  leaves  deeply  3-6  lobed,  peti- 
oled ;  the  lobes  ovAte-lanceolate,  coarsely  toothed ;  flowers  blue,  helmet 
erect,  obtusely  conical,  compressed,  slightly  pointed  or  beaked  in  firont. 
Rich,  shady  soil,  along  streams;  S.  W.  New  York  and  southward 
along  the  mountains-    June,  Aug. 

Jl.  Reclinatum,  Gray.  (Trailing  Wolfsbane)  Glabrous :  stems 
(3  deg.  by  8  deg.  long)  leaves  deeply  3-7  cleft,  petioled ;  the  lower 
orbicular  in  outline;  the  divisions  wedge-form,  incised,  often  2-3 
lobed ;  flowers  white,  in  loose  panicles,  helmet  soon  horizontal, 
elongated  conical,  with  a  straight  beak  in  front.  Cheat  Mountain, 
Virginia,  and  southward  in  the  Alleghanies.  Aug.:  lower  leaves 
6  min.-6  min.  wide  ;  flowers  9  sec.  long,  nearly  glabrous. 

Prof.  Tully  mentions  another  variety,  the  Aconitum  Columbianumt 
but  I  cannot  procure  any  work  containing  a  description  of  the  plant. 

PULSATILLA. 

JP.  Nuttaliana :  Villous  with  long  silky  Lairs ;  flower  erect, 
developed  before  the  leaves,  which  are  ternately  divided,  the  lateral 
divisions  2-parted,  the  middlejone  stalked  and  3-parted,  the  segments 
once  or  twice  cleft  into  narrowly  linear  and  acute  lobes ;  lobes  of  the 
involucre  like  those  of  the  leaves,  at  the  base  all  united  into  a  shallow 
cup ;  sepals  5-7,  purplish,  spreading.  (P.  patens,  Ed.  1).  Anemone 
patens.  Hook,  &c.,  not  of  L.  A.  Nuttalliana,  D.  C.  (A  Ludoviciana, 
Nutt).  Prairies,  Wisconsin,  (Lapham),  and  westward.  » April :  a 
span  high;  sepals  1  min.-ll-2  min.  long;  tails  of  the' fruit  2  min. 
long.     More  like  P.  Vulgaris  tnan  P.  Pratens.  of  Europe. 

The  Pulsatilla  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  varieties  of 
Apemone  indigenous  to  the  United  States. — Medical  InvestigcUor. 

Substitute  for  the  Irritating  Plaster. — Spread  a  piece  of 
cotton  drilling,  of  the  requisite  size,  with  lard,  and  sprinkle  upon  it 
podophyllin  if  a  speedy  action  is  desired,  or  finely  powdered  podo- 
phyllum if  you  wish  it  to  act  slowly. 
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The  EfiBdcts  of  the  Calabar  Bean  as  an  Antidote  to  Poisoning  by 

Atropia. 


In  the  ophthalmic  department  of  the  hospital  at  Prague  last 
August,  four  hoys,  engaged  in  cleaning  the  room,  drank  a  portion  of  a 
solution  of  Atropia,  thinking  that  it  contained  spirits.  Two  of  the 
boys  either  spat  out  or  vomited  the  fluid,  and  exhibited  no  symptoms 
of  poisoning,  but  the  two  others  who  did  not  vomit  were  distinctly 
poisoned — one,  however,  much  more  so  than  the  other.  The  symptoms 
were  those  of  poisoning  by  Belladonna,  and  consisted  of  delirum, 
dilatation  of  the  pupils,  feeble  pulse,  and  in  one  there  was  coma, 
alternating  with  furious  delirium.  •  Both  the  piatients  were  taken  to 
bed,  one  of  them  being  restrained  in  a  straight-jacket,  and  cold  lotions 
were  placed  on  their  heads.  Dr.  Kleinwachter  happened  accidentally 
to  have  with  him  a  solution  of  the  Calabar-bean  extract  in  sAyoeriue, 
and,  by  way  of  experiment,  he  ^ave  to  the  patient  who  %L  most 
affected,  ten  drops  of  the  solution  (six  grains  of  extract  to  one 
drachm  of  glycerine),  which  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  produced 
violent  vomiting.  The  pulse  became  stronger  and  quicker,  rose  to  75 
and  then  to  80  in  the  minute,  the  temperature  of  the  body  fell,  the 
delirium  abated,  the  patient  became  more  quiet,  consciousness 
returned,  urine  was  passed  with  some  pain  in  the  urethra,  and  the 
pupils  became  somewhat  contracted.  In  the  case  of  the  other  patient, 
who  was  less  affected,  some  of  the  extract  was  dropped  into  the  eye, 
but  without  any  good  effect,  for  on  the  next  day  the  symptoms  were 
almost  unchanged,  while  thei  patient  who  had  taken  the  solution  of  the 
Calabar-bean  internally,  had  almost  completely  recovered.  The  rapid 
and  striking  improvement  in  one  of  these  cases  appears  manifestly  to 
De  attributed  to  the  administration  of  the  Calabar-bean  extract,  for 
the  patient  who  was  not  treated  in  the  same  manner,  showed  no 
improvement  for  forty-eight  hours. — Berliner  Klinische  Wochenschrift 
and  British  and  Foreign  Medico-  GhirurgiccU  Retnew," 


Local  Anjesthesis. — It  is  sometimes  very  desirable  to  produce 
entire  or  partial  local  ansBsthesis,  as  in  opening  an  abscess  or  felon. 
This  may  be  accomplished  in  two  ways :  by  the  action  of  cold  or  local 
use  of  chloroform.  To  produce  the  necessary  decree  of  cold  I  employ 
pounded  ice  and  salt,  contained  in  a  bladder,  to  the  part,  circumscrib- 
ing its  action  by  keeping  the  adjacent  parts  covered  with  flannel.  A 
mnch  easier  plan,  however,  is  to  lay  a  small  piece  of  soft  cotton  cloth 
on  the  part,  and  drop  the  chloroform  on  it  as  fiast  as  it  is  evaporated, 
until  the  desired  effect  is  produced. — Eclectic  Med,  Journal. 


Substitute  for  Tents  m  Dressing  Abscesses. — M.  Menant 
advised  ite  use  of  a  small  crayon  of  nitrate  of  silver  introduced  into 
the  opening  for  a  moment.  It  is  an  excellent  method ;  obviating  the 
use  of  tents  which  occasion  much  suffering,  and  is  especially  applica- 
ble in  mammary  abscess.  The  slight  eschar  produced  by  the  nitrate 
of  silver,  prevents  the  union  of  the  walls  of  the  opening.  — lb. 
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tMnp. 


CACTUB  GBuflLNDIFLOBUS. 


ITS    PATHOGENESIS.      FROM   OBSERVATIONS  ON    THE    HEALTHY    ORGANISM,. 

AND    CONFIRMED    ON    THE    SICK. 


BY    DR.    ROCCO    RUBINI. 

Medical  Director  of  the  Hfmtooopatlac  Hospital  of  8.  Maria   Delia  Cesarea ;    CorrtapomUmg 
Member  of  the  Homaepathie  Academy  of  Palermo  and  of  the  Hahnemanian  Sostety  of  Paris, 

The  following  article  is  extracted  from  the  excellent  translation  by 
Prof.  j^.  Lippe  : 

The  characteristics  of  this  Cactus  consist  in  the  development  of 
its  action  *'  speci/icallt/  on  the  heart  and  its  blood-vessels,  dissipating 
their  congestions  and  suppressing  their  irritations y^*  without  wei&ening 
the  nervous  system,  like  Aconite.  Hence  it  is  preferable  to  the 
latter  in  all  cases  of  inflammation,  particularly  in  cases  of  lymphatic 
and  nervous  temperaments. 

This  small  pathogenesis,  which  I  place  before  the  public,  is  but 
an  embryo  of  the  effect  produced  by  this  vegetable  on  the  healthy 
subject.  My  wife  and  I,  on  perceiving  how  powerfully  it  acted  on 
the  heart  and  circulating  system,  causing  the  shedding  of  tears  and 
feelings  of  terror,  had  not  the  courage  to  go  further  in  experiments 
which  might  endanger  our  lives.  I  hope  that  others,  with  more 
fortitude  and  less  timidity,  will  be  able  to  complete  and  correct 
whatever  symptom  I  may  not  have  accurately  described.  Every  one 
knows  the  necessity  of  provings  qffcen  repeated,  both  on  the  healthy 
and  on  the  sick,  in  order  to  obtain  a  perfect  and  convincing  certainty 
of  the  definite  mode  of  action  of  each  medicine  individually. 

CLINICAL     OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  a  "  specific  remedy  for  diseases  of  the  heart,'*  upon  which  it 
acts  promptly.  Hence  it  may  be  considered,  in  such  circumstances, 
as  a  sovereign  remedy,  with  which  no  other  can  compete.  In  the 
above  organic  diseases,  the  dose  isjfrom  one  to  ten  drops  of  mother 
tincture,  mixed  in  water,  and  taken  at  intervals  during  the  day.  It 
will  rapidly  relieve  the  painful  suffering,  even  if  they  are  not  cured, 
and  do  not  cease  altogether.  In  the  severe  acute  affections  of  the 
same  organ  the  same  dose  will  promptly  cure,  without  the  aid  of  any 
remedy.  In  nervous  diseases  of  the  heart  the  globules  of  the  6th 
30th  and  100th  dilutions  give  immediate  relief.  It  may,  also,  be 
used  with  confidence  in  the  following  diseased  conditions  : 

Sanguineoits  congestions  in  persons  of  plethoric  habit — Injurious 
consequences  of  catching  cold  from  suppressed  perspiration,  or  from 
a  draft  of  air— Various  kinds  of  inflammation— Rheumatic  inflammations, 
with   swelling    of   the   parts   and    pain — Catarrhal  fevers — Simple 
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rheumatic  fevers — Inflammatory  fevers — Gastric  fevers — Cerebral 
congestions — Head-ache  from  sanguineous  congestions  or  rheumatism 
Heavy  pulsating  pain  in  the  head — Tensi^  pain  on  the  vertex. 
Sanguineous  apoplext^ — frqfuse  epistaxis — Dry  or  fluent  coryza — 
Acute  rheumatic  ophthalmia — Rheumatic  otitis — Hhe^umatism  of  the 
heart — Rheumatism  of  the  chest — Stenocardia — Hypertrophy  of  the 
heart — Aneurism  of  the  hecurt  and  the  large  arteries — Acute  and 
chronic  carditis — Organic  and  nervous  palpitation  of  the  heart — 
Hepatization  of  the  lungs — Sanguineous  congestion  of  the  chest — 
Bronchitis — Pleuritis — Peripneumonia — fllwwop^ym— Pneumorrhagia 
— Congestive  asthma — Chronic  oppression  of  the  breathing — Catarr- 
hal cough — Pulmonary  tuberculosis  in. the  first  stage — Nausea— Loss 
of  appetite — Hcematement  hemorrhoids — PainfuJ  menstruations — 
Hematuria — Strangury — Paralysis  of  the  bladder — Dry,  scaly  herpes 
on  the  ankles  and  elbows. 

HEAD. 

Vertigo  from  sanguineous  congestions  to  the  head,  (after  ten  days.) 
Paleness  of  the  face,  and  emaciation,  (the  first  six  days.)  Face 
bloated  (acceso)  and  red,  with  pulsating  pain  in  the  head,  (on  thh 
twelfth  day.)  Great  heat  in  the  head,  and  heat  of  the  face,  as  if  he 
had  been  before  a  strong  fire,  which*  causes  madness  and  horrible 
anxiety,  (the  first  day.)  Feeling  of  emptiness  in  the  head,  (the 
second  day.)  Violent  pain  in  the  head,  insufferable,  from  congestion 
to  the  head,  (the  fourth  day.)  Pressing  pain  in  head,^  as  if  a  great 
weight  lay  on  the  vertex.  Pain  in  the  nead,  with  great  prostration 
and  weariness.  Excessive*  pain  in  the  head,  which  causes  such 
anxiety  that  he  connot  stay  in  bed,  (on  the  first  day.)  Pulsating  pain, 
with  sensation  of  weight  in  the  right  side  of  the  head,  continuing  day 
and  night,  so  severe  as  to  make  him  cry  out  with  a  loud  voice,  (after 
four  days.)  Very  severe  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  head,  .which 
increases  to  a  great  degree  when  raising  the  head  from  the  pillow,  for 
many  days  in  succession,  (after  three  days.)  Very  severe  pain  in  the 
right  side  of  the  head,  which  is  increased  by  the  sound  of  talking 
and  by  a  strong  light,  (the  first  five  days.)  Tensive  pain  on  the  ver- 
tex, which  returns  periodically  every  two  days,  (in  the  first  twenty 
days.)  Heavy  pain,  like  a  weight  on  the  vertex,  which  diminishes  by 
pressure.  Sensation  of  weight  on  the  vertex,  with  dull  pain,  increased 
by  the  sound  of  talking,  and  by  the  sound  of  any  noise.  Pressing 
pain  in  the  forehead,  day  and  night,  for  two  consecutive  days. 
Pressing  pain  in  the  forehead,  increased  by  bright  light,  and  on 
heating  loud  voices  or  noises.  Pulsating  pain  in  the  temples,  becom- 
ing intolerable  at  night,  (the  second  day.)  Sensation  of  heavy  weight 
in  the  right  temple  and  on  the  right  eyebrow,  diminished  by  pressure. 
Continued  and  tormenting  pulsation  in  the  temples  andTears,  which  is 
exceedingly  annoying,  and  causes  hypochondriasis,  (the  first  eight 
days.)  Such  strong  pulsations  in  the  temples,  as  if  ihe  skull  would 
burst,  (the  first  day.)  Pain  and  drawing  in  the  occiput,  increased,  by 
the  motion  of  the  head.  Painftil  drawing  in  the  aponeurotic  covering 
of  the  occiput,  ameliorated  by  bending  the  head  backward.     Momen- 
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tary  loss  of  sight,  (on  the  first  day.)  Loss  of  sight ;  there  appear 
circles  of  red  light  before  the  eyes,  which  dim  the  sight ;  (the  sixl^ 
day.)  Dimness  of  sight ;  at  a  few  paces  distance  he  does  tioi 
recognize  his  friends.  At  a  short  distance  he  does  not  reoogniBB  any 
orife,  not  even  a  friend.  Weakness  of  sight  for  many  days  iii 
siitscession ;  objects  appear  as  if  clouded ;  (the  first  ^ur  days.) 
Weakness  of  sight  recurring  periodically;  objects  apipear  to  be 
obscured.  Rheumatic  ophthalmia,  produced  by  cold  air ;  soon  cur«d. 
Dry  and  veey  unpleasant  coryza ;  he  must  breathe  during  the  ni^t, 
with  his  mouth  open.  Fluent  and  very  acrid  coryza,  which  makes  the 
nostrils  sore.  'Profuse  epistaxisy  which  ceases  in  a  short  time. 
Pulsations  in  the  ears^  continuing  day  and  night,  (on  the  first  six 
days.)  Noise  in  the  ear,  like  the  running  of  a  river,  continuing  all 
night,  (the  first  day.)  Diminished  hearing,  by  the  buzzing  in  thb= 
ears  ;  it  is  necessary  to  speak  in  a  loud  voice  to  be  understood  ;  (on 
the  first  day.)  Very  painful  otitis,  from  checked  perspiration,  which 
is  cured  in  four  days.  Sleeplessness  at  night,  without  apparent  cause, 
(first  night.^  Sleeplessness  in  the  evening  and  at  night,  from  arterial 
pulsations  m  the  scrobiculus  and  in  the  right  ear,  (second  night.) 
Protracted  sleeplessness  during  fi>rty-eight  hours,-  with  pulsations  in 
both  ears,  (third  day.)  He  cannot  sleep  in  the  first  hours  of  the 
evening,  and  when  then  he  falls  asleep  he  awakens  suddenly,  (tiie 
first  eight  days.)  Interrupted  sleep  at  night ;  the  next  morning  he 
feels  fatigued,  as  if  he  had  not  slept  at  all ;  (twentieth  day.)  TalMng 
nonsense  while  asleep  at  night ;  when  awaking,  he  talks  unconnectedly ; 
(tenth  day.)  Slight  delirium  at  night ;  on  waking  up,  it  ceases  for  a 
time,  but  begins  again  a$  soon  as  he  goes  to  sleep ;  (seventh  day.) 
Hypochondriasis  and  invinceable  sadness,  (the  first  six  days.) 
Unusual  melancholy,  for  which  he,  himself,  can  give  no  reasons,  (the 
first  four  days.)  Profound  hypochondria  ;  he  is  unwilling  to  speak  a 
word  ;•  (fourth  day.)  Continued  taciturnity  ;  he  iii^ill  not  answer 
repeated  interrogations ;  (third  day.)  (^Sadness,  taciturnity,  and 
irresistable  inclination  to  weep,  (the  first  six  days.)  Fear  of  death, 
extreme  and  continuous ;  he  believes  his  disease  to  be  incurable ; 
(the  seventh  day.)  Love  of  solitude  ;  he  always  avoids  those  around 
him  who  wish  to  comfort  him ;  (ninth  day.)  Extraordinary  irrita- 
bility ;  the  smallest  contrariety  puts  him  in  a  passion  ;  (fifteenth  day.) 

CHEST. 

Feeling  of  constriction  in  the  chest,  which  prevents  free  speech ; 
and  when  forced  to  speak,  the  voice  is  low  (weak)  and  hoarse  ;  (tenth 
day.)  Constriction  in  the  upper  part  of  the  chest,  which  hinders 
respiration,  (the  first  fifteen  days.)  Sejisation  of  great  constriction 
in  the  middle,  of  the  sternum,  as  if  the  parts  were  compressed  by 
iron  pincers,  which  compression  producecf  oppression  of  the  respira- 
tion, aggravated  by  motion,  (the  first  ten  days.*)  Sensation  of 
constriction  of  the  chest,  as  if  bound,  (fourth  day.)  Painfial  sensation 
of  constriction  in  the  lower  part  of  the  chest,  as  if  a  cord  was  tightly 

*  It  i«  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  the  printers  oi  Docton|I>u<lgeon*8  and  Meyer's  transla- 
tions both  hare  (the  flrat  Jiftten  days.)  . 
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bound  around  the  false  ribs,  with  obstruction  of  the  breathing,  (sizth 
day.)  Sensation  in  the  chest,  as  if  some  one  were  pressing  and 
holding  it  tightly ;  under  the  delusion  that  this  was  the  case,  the 
patient  cried  out,  "  Leave  me  alone  !**  (Third  day.)  Sensation  of 
great  constriction  in  the  shoulders,  so  that  he  could  not  move,  (fifth 
day.)  Sharp,  wandering  pains  in  the  thoracic  cavity,  very  annoying, 
especially  in  the  scapular  region,  (the  first  fifteen  days.)  Painful 
drawings  in  the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  which  extends  * 
to  the  shoulder  joint,  and  impede  respiration  and  the  free  use  of  the 
arm.  Pain  in  the  left  breast,  which  is  increased  by  touching,  and 
relieved  by  gently  raising  it,  (the  first  twelve  days.)  Sensation  of 
very  annoying  movement  from  before  backwards  in  the  cardiac  region, 
as  ^  a  reptile  were  moving  about  in  the  interior ;  worse  by  day  than 
by  night ;  (the  first  ten  days.)  Sensation  of  constriction  in  the  heart, 
as  if  an  iron  hand  prevented  its  normal  movement,  (the  first  ten  days.) 
DvUi  Jieavy  pains  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  increased  by  (external) 
pressure,  (second  day.)  Flicking  pain  in  the  heart,  impeding  respi- 
ration and  the  motion  of  the  bo^y,  (fourth  day.)  Very  actUe  pain, 
and  such  painful  stitches  in  the  heart  as  to  cause  him  to  weep  and  to 
cry  out  loudly,  uith  obstruction  of  the  respiration,  (the  first  eight 
days.)  Oppression  in  the  left  subclavian  region,  as  if  a  great  weight 
prevented  the  free  dilatation  of  the  thorax,  (fourth  day.)  Prolonged 
oppression  of  the  respiration,  with  great  anxiety,  (the  first  eight  days.) 
Oppression  of  the  chest,  with  loss  of  breath,  (the  first  four  days.) 
Oppression  of  breathing,  as  from  a  great  weight  on  the  chest,  (third 
day.)  Chronic  oppressioii  of  the  breathing,  which  increases  in  the 
open  air,  and  soon  goes  off  again.  Difficulty  of  breathing,  continued 
oppression  and  uneasiness,  as  if  the  chest  was  constricted  with  an 
iron  band,  and  could  not  dilate  itself  for  normal  respiration,  (the 
first  eight  days.)  Periodical  attacks  of  suffocatio^i,  tvith  fainting, 
cold  perspiration  on  the  face,  and  loss  of  pidse,  (the  first  eight  days.) 
Anxiety  returning  in  the  evening,  (the  first  fifteen  days.)  Congestive 
asthma,  which  soon  passes  away.  Palpitation  of  the  heart,  contin- 
uous day  and  night,  laorse  than  walking,  and  at  night,  when  lying 
on  the  left  side,  (the  first  six  days.)  Nervous  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  augmented  gradually  on  the  occurrence  of  the  catamenia. 
Nervous  palpitation  of  the  heart,  produced  by  deep  moral  affections, 
is  immediately  calmed.  Nervous  palpitation  of  the  heart,  existing 
for  several  years,  in  consequence  of  an  unfortunate  love  affair,  is 
rapidly  relieved.  Chronic  palpitation  of  the  heart,  in  a  boy  of  twelve, 
which  for  many  years  had  resisted  all  the  appliances  of  art,  was 
almost  completely  cured.  Acute  carditis,  with  slight  cyanosis  of  the 
fece,  oppression  of  the  breathing,  dry  cough,  pricking  pain  at  the 
heart,  impossibility  of  lying  on  the  left  side ;  pulse  quick,  throbbing, 
tense  and  hard.  These  symptoms  cured  in  four  days.  Chronic 
carditis,  with  oedematous  and  cyanotic  face ;  suffocating  respiration ; 
continued  dull  pain  at  the  heart,  hydro-pericardium,  hydrothorax, 
ascites ;  oedema  of  the  hands,  the  legs  and  feet ;  impossibility  of 
lying  in  bed,  of  speaking,  or  even  of  drinking ;  hands  and  feet  cold  ; 
pulse  intermitting :    Cured  in  fifteen  days.     Rheumatic  catdv\.v&^V^^ 
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much  dry  and  convulsive  cough,  cured  in  tour  days.  Hypertrophy 
of  the  heart,  that  had  lasted  three  years ;  the  patient  is  pulseless, 
extremely  prostrated,  pantiug  and  sad  ;  he  cannot  lie  down  ;  he  cannot 
speak;  has  scarcely  slept  for  fifteen  days ;  weak,  forgetful ;  feet 
oedematous.  He  soon  is  relieved  ;  lies  down  and  sleeps  quietly  for 
twelve  hours.  Sanguineous  congestion  in  the  chesty  which  prevents 
him  lying  down  in  the  hed,  (third  day.)     Bronchitis  speedUy  cured, 

•  Chronic  bronchitis^  toith  rattliug  of  mucus,  which  becoming  acute  in 
consequence  of  a  cold,  causes  great  anxiety  and  suffocation.  It  is 
rapidly  relieved,  and  the  acute  state  ceases  Very  soon.  Chronic  bron- 
chitis, of  many  years'  standing,  with  rattling  of  mucus»  continuouis 
day  and  night ;  oppression  of  breathing,  on  going  up  stairs,  and  impos- 
sibility of  lying  horizontally  in  bed  ;  which  is  rapidly  cured.  Many 
pleurisies,  which  are  all  cured  in  from  two  to  four  days.  Hepatization 
of  the  lungs,  which  is  resolved  in  a  few  days.  Veiy  severe  peripneu- 
monia,  with  great  oppression  of  the  respiration  ;  pricking  paha ;  acute, 

.  intense  cough  ;  sanguinolent  sputa ;  hard  pulse,  vibrating  120.  Cured 
in  four  days .  Hcemqptysis,  which  soon  ceases.  Violent  pneumorrhagia, 
which  is  checked  in  a  few  hours,  and  ceases  entirely.  Pneumorrhagia, 
nnewed  every  four,  six,  seven  or  eight  hours,  accompanied  each  time 
with  convulsive  cough,  and  expectoration  of  two  to  three  pounds  of 
blood,  is  at  once  relieved,  and  ceases  entirely  in  four  days.  Obstinate, 
stertorous  cough,  worse  at  night.  Catarrhal  cough,  with  much  viscid 
expectoration.  Spasmodic  cough,  with  copious  mucous  expectoration. 
Cough,  with  thick  expectoration,  like  boiled  starch,  and  very  yellow. 
Dry  cough,  from  tickling  in  the  throat,  (the  first  fifteen  days.)  Dry 
cough,  from  itching  in  the  larynx,  (first  night.) 

ABDOMEN. 

Constriction  of  the  oesophagus,  which  prevents  swallowing ;  he 
must  drink  a  great  quantity  of  water,  to  force  it  down  into  the 
stomach  ;  (sixth  day.)  Constriction  of  the  throat,  which  excites  the 
frequent  swallowing  of  saliva,  (eighth  day.)  Fetid  breath  in  the 
morning,  (third  day.)  Nausea  in  the  morning,  and  all  day  long, 
(seventib  day.)  Acrid  acid  in  the  stomach,  which  rises  in  the  throat 
and  mouth,Jand  which  makes  every  thing  he  attempts  to  eat  taste  acid, 
(fourth  day.)  Sensation  of  violent  burning  in  the  stomach,  (the  first 
five  days.)  Great  thirst,  which  causes  bim  to  drink  much  water,  (firs^ 
day.)  Sensation  of  great  constriction  in  the  scrobiculus,  which 
extends  to  the  hypochondria,  constricts  them,  and  impedes  respiration, 

S fourth  day.)  Strong  pulsation  in  the  scrobiculus,  (the  first  eight 
lays.)  Continuous  and  annoying  pulsation  in  the  stomach.  Very 
troublesome  pulsation  of  the  coeliac  artery,  after  dinner,  which  lasts 
three  hours,  and  which  corresponds  with  the  pulsation  of  the  right 
temporal  artery.  Sensation  of  heaviness  in  the  stomach.  Sensation 
of  great  weight  in  the  stomach,  which  continues  many  days,  (during 
the  first  eight  days.)  Sensation  of  weight  in  the  stomach,  which  soon 
goes  off,  but  reappears  every  time  the  medicine  is  taken,  (the  first 
fifteen  days.)  Oppression  and  weight  in  the  stomach,  (fourth  day.) 
Want  of  appetite  and  loss  of  the  taste  of  food,  which  disappears  after 
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a  few  hours,  (second  day.)  Complete  loss  of  appetite  ;  he  cannot  take 
the  least  morsel  of^food;  (third  day.)  Want  of  appetite  and  nausea 
for  many  days ;  it  is  only  by  an  effort  that  he  can  swallow  a  fe*r 
mouthfuls ;  (the  first  fourteen  days.)  Great  appetite,  but  weak  and 
slow  digestion,  (twentieth  day.)  Very  slow  digestion ;  even  after 
eight  or  ten  hours,  the  taste  of  the  food  rises  up  in  the  throat.  Bad 
digestion  ;  all  food  causes  weight  in  the  stomach,  and  so  much  suffering 
that  he  prefers  to  remain  fasting.  Copioui  vomiting  of  blood.  Severe 
gastroenteritis :  cured  in  five  days.  Severe  Jupatitis :  cured  in 
two  days.  Chronic  hepatitis  and  hepatic  engorgement :  speedily 
cufed.  Borborygmus  in  the  bowels,  before  the  alvine  evacuation. 
Distressing  sensation  in  the  bowels,  very  annoying,  as  if  a  serp<mt 
was  turning  around,  here  and  there  in  the  bowels,  (fourth  day.)  Vevy 
violent  pains  in  the  bowels,  almost  causing  him  to  faint,  which  con- 
tinues, more  or  less,  during  the  day,  (seventh  day.)  Wandering  pains 
in  the  umbilical  region,  which  cease  and  recur  periodically,  (fifth  day.) 
Insupportable  heap  in  the  abdomen,  as  though  something  burned  hitf^ 
internally,  (after  two  days.)  The  abdominal  parietes,  when  touched 
with  the  hand,  have  a  burning  sensation,  and  are  much  hotter  than 
the  other  parts  of  the  body,  (th^rd  day.)  Constipation  during  all  the 
first  six  days.  Constipation,  as  if  from  hemorrhoidal  congestion. 
Evacuation  of  hard,  black  faeces,  immediately  on  taking  the  remedy, 
in  a  man  who  had  been  cbnstipated  for  some  days  ;  the  following  day, 
bilious  evacuations,  (first  day.)  Bilious  diarrhoea,  with  four  or  fire 
evacuations  in  one  day,  always  preceded  by  pain,  (during  the  first 
eight  days.)  Bilious  diarrhoea,  with  pain  in  the  abdomen,  eight 
evacuations  in  one  day,  (third  day.)  Morning,  diarrhoea,  of  very 
loose  faeces,  preceded  by  great  pain,  eight  motions  from  6tQ  12,  A.  M.; 
no  motion  in  the  afternoon,  (seventh  day.)  Watery  diarrhoea,  very 
abundant  each  time  ;  ten  passages  during  the  morning  hours,  always 
preceded  by  pains  and  borborygmus,  (ninth  day.)  Mucus  diarrhoea, 
preceded  by  drawing  pains  ;  three  motions  in  the  day ;  (twelfth 
day.)  Sensation  of  great  weight  in  the  anus,  and  a  strong  desire  to 
evacuate  a  great  quantity  ;  however,  nothing  passes  ;  (fifteenth  day.) 
Swollen  varices  outside  the  anus,  which  cause  much  pain.  Great 
itching  in  the  anus,  which  causes  him  to  rub  the  part  very  often. 
Pricking  in  the  anus,  as  from  sharp  pins,  which  ceases  on  slight 
friction.  Cojrious  hemorrhage  from  the  anus,  which  soon  ceases. 
Constriction  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which  at  first  prevents  the 
passage  of  the  urine  ;  but  when  he  strains  much,  he  urinates  as  usual ; 
(tenth  day.)  Great  desire  to  pass  water  ;  and  though  he  tries  a  long 
time,  he  is  unable  to  pass  any  at  all ;  (first  day.)  Desire  to  urinate  ; 
after  he  has  endeavored  to  do  so  for  a  long  time,  he  at  last  succeeds 
•  in  passing  water  abundantly  ;  (first  day.)  Insupportable  irritation  in 
the  urethra,  as  if  he  should  pass  water  constantly.  Frequent  desire 
to  urinate,  with  an  abundant  flow  of  urine  each  time,  during  the 
night,  (the  first  six  days.)  Heat  in  the  urethra,  which,  increasing 
gradually,  becomes  insupportable,  (fifth  day.)  Urine  passes  by  drops, 
with  much  burning,  (fourth  day.)  Involuntary  escape  of  urine  in 
bed,  at  night,  whilst  asleep,  at  6  A.  M.,  (first  night,^     \iT\Ti^  ixtfst^ 
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t)opioas  than  usual,  (the  first  four  days.)  Very  profuse  urine,  of  a 
straw  color,  (first  day.)  Urine  very  much  increased  ;  he'  must  pass 
water  very  frequently,  and  each  time  he  discharges  it  in  great  quantity. 
Urine  reddish,  turbid,  very  abundant.  Urine,  on  cooling,  deposits  a 
red  sand.  Frightful  hcematuria  from  hemorrhoidal  congestions  in 
the  bladder,  retention  of  urine,  parcUysis  of  the  bladder  ;  'the  patheter 
with  difficulty  breaks  through  the  sanguineous  clots,  which  slowly  pass 
into  the  catheter,  in  order  to  escape  with  the  urine.  The  patient, 
\rho,  for  forty-seven  days,  had  in  vain  tried  all  other  remedies,  was 
oared  completely  in  a  few  days.  Sensation  of  painful  constriction  in 
the  groins,  extending  round  the  pelvis.  Painful  sensation  of  constrfo- 
tion  in  the  uterine  region,  which  gradually  extends  upwards,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  reaches  the  stomach,  and  causes  the  sensation  as 
of  a  great  blow  in  the  reins,  that  makes  the  patient  cry  out,  after 
which  it  rapidly  goes  off,  (on  the  first  day,  after  taking  one  globule  of 
the  one  hundreth  potency.)  Pain  in  the  uterus  and  its  ligaments, 
periodically  returning  every  evening,  and  increasing  gradually  until 
11  F.  M.,  when  it  is  much  worse ;  it  then  ceases  until  the  following 
evening,  for  many  successive  days,  (after  fourteen  days.)  Pulsating 
pain  in  the  uterus  and  ovarian  regions,  like  an  internal  tumor  sup- 
purating ;  the  pain  extends  to  the  thighs,  and  becomes  insupportable  ; 
then  it  ceases  completely,  and  occurs  on  the  next  day  at  the  same 
time,  and  so  on  for  many  successive  days  ;  (after  fifteen  days.)  Very 
painful  menstruation,  accompanied  by  great  prostration  of  strength ; 
she  is  obliged  to  remain  in  bed  for  three  days  ;  (eighth  day.)  Men' 
struation  taith  most  horrible  pains,  causing  her  to  cry  aloud,  and  to 
weep,  (fifth  day.)  Menstruation,  which  was  usually  preceded  by  very 
strong  pains,  comes  this  time  without  any  pain,  and  very  copiously. 
Menstruation  eight  days  too  soon,  in  a  woman  in  whom  it  happened 
usually  some  days  too  late,  (third  day.)  Menstruation  scanty,  whi^h 
ceases  when  she  remains  lying  down.  Menstruation  of  black,  pitchy 
blood,  rather  abundant.  Labor  suppressed  for  ten  days, 'which  re- 
commences the  first  day  of  the  administration  of  the  remedy. 

UPPER   AND    LOWER    EXTREMITIES. 

Formication  and  weight  in  the  arms  which  cannot  be  raised  freely ; 
worse  in  the  left  arm.  ftldema  of  the  hands,  worse  in  the  left.  Dry, 
scaly  herpes  at  the  outside  of  the  right  elbow,  without  itching,  of  one 
and  a  half  inch  in  breadth,  (thirtieth  day.)  A  similar  dry,  scaly, 
herpetic  eruption  on  the  outside  of  the  left  elbow,  (after  forty-eight 
days.)  Dry,  scaly  herpes,  two  inches  broad,  on  the  left  internal 
malleolus,  without  itching,  (after  twenty -four  days.)  A  similar  dry* 
scaly  herpes  on  the  right  internal  malleolus,  (after  thirty-eighth  day.) 
Violent  itching  on  the  ankles,  (twentieth  day.)  Very  violent  itching, 
causing  him  to  scratch  the  lower  part  of  the  tibia,  (after  twenty-one 
days.)  (Edema  of  the  legs  up  to  the  knees  ;  the  skin  is  shining,  and 
pressure  with  the  fingers  leaves  an  impression  for  a  long  time. 
CEdema  of  the  feet  up  to  the  inferior  third'  of  the  legs,  which  soon 
goes  off.  He  cannot  rest  still  when  sitting ;  he  must  throw  his  legs 
about  here  and  there  involuntarily. 
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GENERALITIES. 

General  weakness,  .with  sadness  and  bad  humor.  Oeneral"  weak- 
ness, so  that  he  does  not  yentare  to  speak.  Such  great  weakness, 
that  he  does  not  venture  to  do  any  thing,  not  even  to  walk  through 
the  room.  Great  weakness  for  many  successive  days ;  he  does  not 
venture  to  walk  at  all.  Great  corporeal  depression ;  he  does  not  trust 
himself  to  stand  on  his  feet.  Great  prostration  of  strength,  so  that 
he  must  remain  in  bed,  not  feeling  able  to  use  his  legs.  General 
malaise,  and  such  weakness  as  to  be  unable  to  rise  from  his  seat. 
Depression  and  languor  during  the  whole  day.  Great  coldnegs  at 
night,  which  lasts  half,  an  hour,  (first  day.)  Slisht  chilliness  towards 
10  in  the  evening,  (first  day.)  Slight  shivering,  which  passes  off 
quickly  towards  2,  p.  m.,  (first  day.)  General  chilliness,  Ao  severe 
as  to  make  the  teeth  chatter,  which  lasts  three  hours,  and  does  not  go 
off,  although  he  lies  down,  and  covers  himself  over  with  many 
blankets,  (first  day.)  Burning  heat,  which  causes  shortness  of  breath 
and  madness,  so  that  he  cannot  remain  quiet  in  bed ;  this  heat 
succeeds  the  chill  of  three  hours'  duration,  and  continues  during 
twenty  hours,  (first  day.)  Scorching  heat  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
with  much  pain  in  the  head,  great  dyspnoea,  and  inability  to  remain 
lying,  (first  day.)  Copious  perspiration,  which  follows  the  hot  stage, 
(first  day.)  Slight  fever  and  pain  in  the  head,  which  developes  itself 
after  a  very  short  chill ;  it  lasts  but  a  short  time,  and  terminates  with 
slight  perspiration  at  4,  p.  m.,  (first  day.)  Quotidian  intermittent 
fever,  which  recurs  every  day  at  the  same  hour  for  many  successive 
day.  At  1,  p.  m.,  a  slight  chill ;  "then  burning  heat,  dyspnoea,  and 
very  great  pulsating  pains  in  the  uterine  region,  terminating  in  very 
slight  perpiration.  From  11,  p.  m.,  till  12,  a.  m.,  the  next  day, 
complete  apyrexia,  (after  thirteen  days.)  Quotidian  intermittent 
fever,  not  subdued  by  sulphate  of  quinine,  is  immediately  checked. 
At  11,  A.  M.,  great  coldness  for  two  hours  ;  then  burning  heat,  with 
ffreat  dyspnoea,  thirst,  violent  pain  in  the  head,  coma,  stupefaction, 
insensibility,  till  12,  midnight,  terminating  in  inextinguishable  thirst, 
and  very  profuse  perspiration.  At  4,  p.  m.,  on  the  j^following  day, 
complete  apyrexia,  and  a  feeling  of  comfort,  as  if  in  a  perfect  state  of 
health,  which  lasts  for  seven  hours.  Then,  at  11  a.  m.,  the  "paroxysm 
returns  again,  and  it  recurs  constantly  for  five  successive  days,  and 
could  not  be  cut  off  by  quinine.  Pulse  completely  lost  for  many 
days,  in  a  man  affected  with  chronic  hypertrophy  of  the  heart ;  imme- 
diately after  taking  the  remedy,  the  pulsation  returns  with  an  irregular 
rhythm,  and  intermitting,  as  before. 


Diabetic  Urine. — If  a  specimen  of  diabetic  urine  is  allowed  to 
stand  exposed  to  the  air,  no  matter  for  how  long  a  time,  it  does  not, 
like  ordinary,  emit  any  smell  from  decomposition.  It  has  been  sup- 
posed that  this  depended  upon  the  formation  of  alcohol,  but  this  is 
doubtful.  It  forms  a  very  good  test  for  diabetic  urine  when  the 
physician  cannot  employ  other  means. 
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1 


MEDICAL  MOBTALITY. 


Dr.  Majer,  in  the  Bavarian  Medical  Journal  for  September,  1863, 
combaFts  the  very  common  belief  that  poverty  is  conducive  to  long 
life.  He  quotes  numerous  instances,  and  sustains  his  position  by 
referring  to  several  eminent  authorities,  to  show  that  wherever  there 
is  most  poverty  there  is  the  greatest  mortality.  He  asserts,  on  the 
calculations  of  Casper,  that  in  Berlin  the  medium  duration  of  life 
amongst  the  highest  classes  is  fifty  years,  whilst  among  the  indigent 
it  is  only  thirty-two  years.  Out  of  a  thousand  of  the  newly-bom 
nobles  of  Berlin,  fifty-seven  die  during  the  first  five  years  of  life ;  but 
out  of  the  same  number  of  the  newly-born  of  the  poor  class,,  three 
hiindred  and  forty-five  die  in  the  same  period.  During  epidemics,  the 
lower  classes  are  specially  influenced  and  decimated.  The  learned 
professions,  exercised  by  persons  living  in  comparative  comfort,  are 
favorable  to  the  duration  of  life.  Of  one  hundred  and  fifty -two 
literary  Frenchmen  whose  lives  are  collected,  it  is  shown  that  the 
average  duration  of  their  existence  was  not  less  than  sixty-nine  years. 
Casper,  dividing  the*  professions  according  to  the  longevity  of  Ae 
members,  states  that  the  average  life  in  the  theological  class  is  sixty- 
five  years  ;  in  commercial  men,  sixty-two  ;  in  persons  holding  pubOc 
appointments,  sixty-one ;  in  agriculturists,  sixty-one  ;  in  military, 
men,  fifty -nine  ;  in  lawyers,  fifty-eight ;  in  artists,  fifty-seven  ;  and  in 
teachers,  fifty-six.  Medical  men  are  a  fraction  lower  in  the  scale  than 
teachers.  Thus,  amongst  the  professions,  th-eologians  and  medical 
men  occupy  the  extreme  rounds  of  the  ladder  of  life. 

In  a  report  on  the  duration  of  life  amongst  six  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  people,  representing  twenty-two  different 
professions,  Dr.  Neufville,  of  Frankfort,  has  found  the  mean  duration 
of  life  to  run  as  follows  :  Amongst  ecclesiastics,  sixty-five  years  and 
eleven  months  ;  teachers,  gardeners  and  butchers,  fifty-seven  yealrs 
and  ten  months ;  commercial  men,  fifty-six  years  and  nine  months  ; 
lawyers  and  financiers,  fifty-four  years  and  three  months ;  medical 
men,  fifty-two  years  and  three  months ;  bakers,  fifty-one  years  and 
six  months ;  carpenters,  forty-nine  years  and  two  months  ;  masons, 
forty-eight  years  and  eight  months  ;  shoemakers,  forty-seven  years 
and  three  months  ;  joiners,  lock-smiths  and  blacksmiths,  forty-six  years 
and  three  months  ;  tailors,  forty-five  years  and  four  months  ;  litho- 
graphers and  typecutters  in  stone,  forty  years.  Theologians  and 
lawyers  present  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  old  age.  Medical 
men  succumb  specially  to  typhoid  affections  and  to  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system. 

Dr.  Escherich  has  calculated  from  a  given  number — viz.,  fifteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  persons,  of  different  professions 
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and  ages,  living  in  the  kingdom  of  Bayaria  in  October,  1852,  a  series 
of  results  relative  to  the  comparative  value  of  life.  He  states  that 
foresters  show  a  retrograde  movement  greater  than  that  of  other 
callings  at  every  age.  Protestant  pastors  have  more  old  men  amongst 
them  than  has  any  other  class,  but  the  mortality  amongst  them  is  very 
considerable  from  fifty  to  sixty  years  of  age  ;  teachers  in  Bavaria  are 
very  nearly  in  the  same  position  as  Protestant  pastors  ;  lawyers  have 
not  a  very  marked  mortality  during  middle  life,  but  after  sixty  it 
increases  remarkably,  to  decrease  again  after  seventy.  Roman  Cath- 
olic priests  from  forty -five  to  sixty -five  exhibit  a  mortality,  in  Bavaria, 
beyond  all  classes  of  professional  men  except  doctors.  Very  few  of 
these  priests  live  beyond  eighty  years.  Doctors  never  hope  for  a 
long  career  ;  they  die,  at  all  periods  of  life,  in  greater  proportion  than 
the  members  of  any  other  profession.  Their  largest  mortality  occurs 
daring  the  first  periods  of  their  career.  Three-quarters  of  them  die 
before  forty,  and  ten-elevenths  before  sixty.  Old  men  are  rare  in 
their  ranks  in  Bayaria.  The  same  holds  good  in  England.  Br.  Fan 
shows  us  that  the  annual  rate  of  mortality  per  cent,  among  English 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  under  thirty- 
five  was  1.184  in  three  years,  or  0,215  above  the  average.  These 
hard  facts  are  but  the  reflected  pictures  of  the  hard  overwork  and  the 
dangers  with  which  our  physicians  have  to  contend  all  the  world  ovQr. 


ON  ESEBINE,  THE  AliKAIiOID  gOF  THE  CAIiABAB  BEAK. 


BT  MM.   A.   VBS  AND   M.    LETtK.* 


The  author  begins  with  pointing  out  that  the  phytostigmine  of 
Jobst  and  Hesse  only  possesses  some  of  the  characters  of  an  imme- 
diate principle,  and  is,  in  fact,  a  mixture  of  several  bodies,  of  which 
the  most  considerable  is  a  crystallizable  body  which  they  call  Eserine. 
This  is  obtained  in  the  following  way,  which,  it  is  said,  is  a  modification 
of  the  process  of  Stas  for  separating  alkaloids  in  cases  of  poisoning. ' 

Calabar  beans  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  are  exhausted  by  cold 
alcohol.  The  alcohol  is  carefully  distilled  from  the  tincture,  and  the 
extract  is  treated  with  a  strong  solution  of  tartaric  acid.  After  some 
time,  the  mixture  is  diluted  with  water,  filtered,  and  thet  supersat- 
urated with  bicarbonate  of  potash.  The  whole  is  now  shaken  with 
ether,  and  the  etherial  solution  separated,  gives  on  evaporation  the 
alkaloid  contaminated  with  foreign  matters.  The  extract  is  dried  over 
Bulphnric  acid,  and  then  re-dissolved  in  pure  anhydrous  ether,  from 
which  solution  the  alkaloid  is  obtained  almost  pure.  Repeated  solution 
in  alcohol  or  ether  removes  all  the  impurities,  but  a  little  red  coloring 
matter  which  obstinately  adheres. 

Eserine  is  a  crystallisable  solid  of  a  faintly  bitter  taste,  which  is 
not  immediately  perceived.  It  is  freely  soluble  in  ether,  alcohol  and 
chloroform,  and  but  slightly  soluble  in  water.     It  crystallizes  in  thin 

*  Abridfed^Mn  J&umal  de  PAart>i«ci«,  Aie.,  Janaarf,  186S^  p.  T\.  \ . 
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rhombic  plates,  which  are  colored  by  polarised  light.  The  aqueous 
solution  has  an  alkaline  reaction.  The  alkaloid  is  soluble  in  acids  ; 
the  solution  gives  all  the  ordinary  general  tests  for  alkaloids.  The 
solution  acts  powerfully  upon  the  pupil. 


DB.    VEKDPS   LETTEB. 


FULL     PARTIOULAAS    OF    THE    ATTEMPTED    ASSASSINATION    OF    THE   HON. 
SECRETARY   SEWARD,    HlS^  FAMILY   AND   ATTENDANTS. 

Washington,  April  21,  1865. 
W.  ToD  Helmxtth,  M.  D.: 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  favor  of  the  16th,  in  which  you  request  me  to 
give  you  an  account  of  the  tragedy  perpetrated  in  the  family  of  the 
Hon.  Secretary  Seward,  is  just  received.  I  am  sorry  that  our  first 
communication,  since  we  met  in  Philadelphia  several  years  ago,  should 
be  on  a  subject  which  our  whole  country  so  deeply  deplores. 

At  nine  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  inst.,  I  had  left 
Secretary  Seward  in  a  comfortable  condition,  and  his  family  hopeful 
of  his  speedy  recovery  from  an  accident  which  he  several  days 
previously  had  met  with  ;  his  horses  having  run  away  and  dashed 
him  from  the  carriage,  fracturing  his  right  humerus  at  the  surgical 
neck,  his  lower  maxillary  below  the  angle,  and  generally  bruising 
him  iibout  the  face  and  neck.  At  a  few  minutes  after  10  p.  m.,  I 
was  hastily  summoned,  by  a  colored  boy,  to  attend  Mr»  Seward,  his 
sons  and  his  attendants,  who  were,  as  the  messenger  expressed  it, 
"  murdered  by  am  assassin,*'  Two  minutes  brought  me  to  the  spot ; 
I  was  the  first  uredical  man  there.  As  I  glanced  around  the  room,  I 
found  terror  depicted  on  every  countenance,  and  blood  everywhere. 
Among  the  bleeding  men  and  terrified  ladies  I  sought  for  Mr.  Seward. 
He  was  lying  in  his  bed,  covered  with  blood,  a  fearful,  gaping  ^h 
marking  his  chin  and  extending  below  the  maxillary  bone.  His, 
probably,  was  the  only  countenance  that  did  not  express  fear.  Hastily 
I  examined  his  wounds,  and  I  had  the  joy  to  bring  the  first  consola- 
tion to  that  anxious  family,  in  announcing  to  them  that  his  wounds 
were  not  mortal.  The  carotid  artery  and  jugular  vein  had  not  been 
divided  or  injured.  The  gash  was  semi-circular,  commencing  just 
below  the  high  bone  of  the  cheek  and  extending  downward  toward 
the  mouth,  and  then  backward  over  the  submaxillary  gland,  laying 
open  the  inflamed  and  swollen  part  of  the  face  and  neck,  that  had 
been  injured  by  his  previous  accident.  On  es^amining  further,  I 
found  another  stab,  under  the  leit  ear,  wounding  the  parotid  gland ; 
but  this  cut,  however,  was  not  very  deep.  Mr.  Seward  had  lost  much 
bloody  and  I  immediately  applied  ice,  to  arrest  the  bleeding  tempo- 
rarily ;  after  which  I  was  informed  that  Frederick  Seward  was  in 
an  adjacent  room,  also  injured.  I  hastily  went  to  him,  and  found  him 
lying  on  a  lounge,  with  blood  streaming  over  his  face.  He  had  been 
wounded  in  several  places — viz.:  on  the  left  parietal  bone,  just  about 
the  **  parietal  eminence  ;''  on  the  left  side  of  the  frontal  bone,  just 
about  the  line  of  intersection  with  the  parietal ;  with  two  other  light 
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wcmnds  in  that  neighborhood.  The  injury  on  the  parietal  eminence 
had  evidently  cruslbed  the  bone,  as  osseous  spiculas  where  taken  out ; 
but  it  appeared,  however,  that  the  internal  table,  even  if  fractured, 
was  not  depressed.  He  was  not  insensible,  but  could  not  articulate. 
In  ,about  an  hour,  however,  after  his  wounds  were  dressed,  he  fell 
into  a  slumber,  from  which,  for  sixty  hours,  he  could  not  be  aroused. 
I  had  scarcely  finished  applying  ice  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage,  when  I 
was  told  to  look  at,  Mr.  Augustus  Seward.  I  became  then  truly 
amazed.  "  What  I'*  said  I,  "  is  there  another  one  wounded  V  His 
injuries,  h  owever,  were  comparatively  light — one  was  from  a  blow 
with  the  butt-end  of  a  pistol,  on  the  upper  and  middle  part  of  the 
forehead ;  the  other  a  cut  over  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  thumb  of 
his  right  hand.  Here  I  was  again  requested  to  look  at  another  man. 
My  surprise  ceased  then — I  became  horrified.  This  was  the  man- 
nurse,  a  soldier  in  attendance  on  Mr.  Seward.  I  found  his  wounds 
were  four  in  number,  all  from  the  blade  of  a  knife ;  three  over  the 
right  scapular  region,  and  one  below  it.  It  was  evident,  after  a 
careful  examination,  that  the  scapula  prevented  the  penetration  of  the 
frightful  weapon  into  the  chest.  After  giving  to  this  patient  the 
requisite  attendance,  I  was  called  to  see  another  man  who  'was 
wounded.  He  had  received  but  one  stab,  in  the  back  over  the 
seventh  rib,  very  near  the  spinal  column.  The  knife  must  have 
glanced  off,  as  this  cut  was  long  but  quite  superficial ;  had  it  been 
direct,  his  right  lung  would  have  received  an  irreparable  injury. 

SuV)h  is  the  scene  that  presented.  Now  I  will  relate  to  you  the 
circumstance's  I  gathered  of  this  horrible  attempt  at  assassination. 

At  10  o'clock,  the  bell  at  Mr.  Seward's  house  was  rung,  and 
answered  by  the  colored  boy.  As  the  door  openea,  a  very  tall  man 
appeared,  with  a  small  package  in  his  hand,  saying  that  Dr.  Verdi 
had  sent  him  with  a  prescription  for  Secretary  Seward,  which  he 
must  deliver  personally.  The  boy  remonstrated  with  the  man,  saying 
that  Mr.  Seward  was  asleep,  and  that  he  (the  servant)  would  take 
charge  of  the  prescription.  The  man  said  :  ''No;  I  have  particular 
directions,  and  I  must  deliver  l^em  myself  So  saying,  he  walked 
up  stairs,  but  treading  very  heavily,  he  was  reminded  by  the  boy, 
who  was  following  him,  to  walk  more  lightly,  in  order  not  to  disturb 
Mr.  Seward. 

'  Mr.  Frederick  Seward  was  at  at  this  time  lying,  dressed,  on  a  sofa 
in  his  room  (one  adjacent  to  his  father's),  and  hearing  heavy  footsteps, 
came  into  the  hall  and  met  the  stranger,  who  a^empted  to  enter  his 
father's  room.  Frederick  expostulated  with  him,  declaring  that  his 
&ther  was  asleep  and  could  not  be  seen.  Evidently  the  young  man 
saw  mischief  in  the  face  of  the  assassin.  'Miss  Fanny  Seward,  who 
was  in  her  father's  room,  hearing  the  conversation  outside,  opened  the 
door  to  ascertain  what  was  the  matter ;  but  Frederick  cried  out  to 
her  to  "  Shut  the  door."  It  seems  that  for  two  or  three  minutes  the 
assassin  hesitated,  or  endeavored  to  enter  without  making  a  deadly 
assault  upon  Frederick  ;  but  meeting  with  determined  opposition,  he 
dealt  several  blows  upon  young  Seward's  head,  apparently  with  a 
pistol,  'With  the  intention,  probably,  of  disabling  without  k\\Vv(\^\£>sssL 
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The  door  was  then  opened,  and  the  murderer  entered,  padbdug 
Frederick,  already  staggering,  before  him  ;  then  disengaging  himseff 
from  his  adversary,  he  asked  Miss  Fanny — "  Is  the  Secretary  asleep  V* 
— at  the  same  instant  making  a  spring  for  the  bed,  where  the  unfor- 
tunate man  sat,  aroused  with  the  frightful  conviction  of  what  was  to 
be  expected.  The  next  moment  the  villian  dealt  him  a  blow  with  the 
deadly  knife,  which  was  so  violent  that  (fortunateli/,  we  may  say,)  it 
precipitated  him  from  his  bed.  In  falling,  however,  he  must  have 
received  the  second  blow  on  the  other  side  of  the  neck.  It  must 
have  been  at  this  time  that  the  man-nurse  (having  been  absent  at  the 
hospital)  returned  and  attacked  the  murderer,  to  prevent  him  fix>m 
doing  further  injury  to  Mr.  Seward.  In  the  endeavor  to  restrain  the 
ferocity  of  the  assassin,  the  nurse  was  struck  several  times,  ba 
described  above. 

It  was  at  the  moment  that  the  nurse  and  Frederick,  who  rallied 
sufficiently  to  still  use  his  feeble  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  poor  father, 
were  struggling  with  this  man,  that  Major  Augustus  Seward,  awakened, 
from  sleep  by  the  noise  and  screams  of  Miss  Fanny,  came  into  the 
room,  thinking  that  probably  his  father  was  delirious  and  had  fright- 
ened the  attendants,  or  else  that  the  nurse  left  to  watch  during  tiie 
night  was  in  some  way  misbehaving  himself.  The  Major,  seeing  the 
struggle,  and  not  at  all  comprehending  the  facts,  took  hold  dP  tiie 
man  (believing  him  still  to  be  the  nurse)  and  dragged  him  to  the 
door.  Of  course  the  assassin  took  advantage  of  this,  and  dealing  one 
blow  on  the  head  of  the  Major,  (making,  however,  but  a  slight  wound, 
and  cutting  his  hand  as  aforesaid,)  ran  down  stairs,  followed  by  the 
Major,  who  did  noLknow  the  condition  of  affairs  until  he  eame  back 
to  his  father's  room.  The  assassin  then  mounted  the  horse,  which  he 
had  left  before  the  door,  and  rode  rapidly  away. 

There  are  three  peculiar  features  to  this  case  :  First,  had 
Frederick  Seward  said  to  his  sister,  "  Lock  the  door,"  instead  of 
"  Shut  the  door,''  the  assassin  might  never  have  been  able  to  enter 
the  Secretary's  room.  Second,  had  Augustus  Seward  understood 
that  that  man  was  an  assassin  attempting  to  murder  his  father,  he 
would  never  have  allowed  him  to  escape,  or  perchance  might  have 
precipitated  him  down  stairs,  and  then  attempted  to  disable  and 
arrest  him.  The  third  is  this  :  The  boy  who  followed  the  wretch  up 
stairs,  soon  hearing  that  he  was  making  an  attack  on  Mr.  Frederick, 
ran  out,  calling  "  Watch  !"  and '' Murder  !"  and  went  as  far  as  the 
coriler  of  the  street,  only  fifty  yards  distant,  where  there  was  a 
sentry  on  duty ;  the  terrified  lad  told  the  sentry  to  hasten  to  ike 
house,  that  there  was  an  assassin  attempting  the  lives  of  the  family! 
But  the  sentry  did  not  heed  the  boy,  or  thought  he  could  not  leaTe 
his  post,  else  he  would  have  been  in  time  to  present  his  bayonet  to 
tiie  flying  assassin,  and  could  have  secured  or  killed  him. 

Mr.  Ansel,  the  fifth  person  who  was  wounded,  is  a  messenger  in 
the  State  Department,  and  was  sleeping  thet  night  over  the  Secretarj*! 
room,  waiting  for  his  turn  of  watching.  Hearing  the  fearful  soreaaif 
of  Miss  Fanny,  he  (a  very  toeak'kneed  gentleman)  was  making  his 
way  Ota  of  the  house  as  fast  as  possible,  when,  after  having  descended 
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a  flight  of  stairs,  he  met  the  murderer,  also  on  the  landing.  Mr. 
Ansel,  however,  endeavored  to  run  faster ;  but  the  assassin,  fearing 
he  might  give  the  alarm,  gave  him  a  memento  of  his  brutality,  by 
plunging  the  dagger  into  his  back. 

Thus  ended  that  horrible  tragedy,  which  toot  one-hundredth  part 
less  of  time  in  perpetrating  than  my  weak  attempt  at  its  relation. 

Surgeon-G-eneral  Barnes,  Dr.  Norris,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Dr.  Wilson, 
Medical  Director  of  this  Department,  came  in  to  my  assistance,  and  I 
must  say,  to  their  honor,  that  their  energies  united  with  mine  only  to 
save  and  relieve  the  victims,  and  not  one  descended  to  that  petty, 
professional  pique  or  ill-conceived  pride  of  many  practitioners,  m 
reference  to  associating  with  a  medical  gentleman  of  a  different  school 
of  therapeutics.  Our  intercourse,  professional  and  social,  has  been 
mutually  corteous ;  we  met  on  the  same  field,  inspired  by  the  same 
ambition,  tc  work  together  for  the  same  end. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  again,  under  better  circumstances,  I 
remain. 

Your  friend  and  colleague,  T.  S.  Verdi. 

—  Western  HomcRopathic  Observer. 


PROBLEM    IN    ORGANIC    LIFE. 


BY  F.  VANDBBBURQII,  M.  D. 


The  centre  is  as  the  circumference  of  its  relations. 

This  problem  holds  equally  good  in  inorganic  matter  as  in  organic 
life.  The  sun,  with  all  its  satellites,  is  the .  centre  of  the  circumfer- 
ence of  its  relations.  If  in  organic  life  we  elevate  the  vital  forces  of 
the  reproductive  organs  to  their  standard  relations  with  the  stomach 
and  the  two  hemispheres  of  the  brain,  we  have  in  these  three  focal 
centres  the  standing  animus  of  the  whole  being.  The  stomach,  with 
its  eccentric  axes  and  rotary  force,  (which  an  emetico-cathartic,  proves 
to  be  centrifugal  in  both  directions),  is  the  radiating  centre  of  these 
two  vital  forces,  receiving  their  reflex  actions  in  return,  and  at  the 
point  of  equilibrium  the  primary  force  is  receiving  as  many  sensations 
from  its  two  satellites  as  it  sends  off  from  its  own  centre. 

Here  we  may  take  our  stand  point  in  organic  life,  as  this  centre  so 
is  the  circumference  of  its  relations. 

This  statement  is  so  simple  that  it  may  be  carried  in  the  mind  of 
any  physician,  and  used  at  the  bed-side  of  his  patients.  But.  as  all 
these  points  differ  in  their  rates  of  motion,  it  requires  to  be  stadied 
to  be  understood. 

A  slight  morbid  condition  of  the  stomach  may  be  in  direct  relatton 
with  a  reflex  action  of  the  reproductive  organs  in  both  sections,  and  a 
passive  abnormal  condition  of  the  stomach  may  be  attended  with  a 
congestion  of  the  brain. 

This  little  problem  was  read  l»«fore  the  Medical  society  in  the  city 
of  New  York  two  years  ago.  It  has  been  a  guiding  star  in  my  prac- 
tiee  for  many  years,  and  I  recommend  it  to  young  begianers  who  are 
just  assuming  the  gravest  responsibilities  of  human  life. 
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HOMOSQPATHIC  MEDICAI4  COLLEGE  OF  PENNSYLVANUL 


LIST   OP   GRADUATES,    SESSION    1864-6. 

Bancroft,  Ephraim,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bedford,  Lyman,  Buffalo ,  N.  Y. 

Buck,  John,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Clayton,  Abram,  Huntingdon  Valley,  Pa. 

Ehrman,  A.  H.,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Ely,  Jairus  Robert,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Oilman,  William,  Marietta,  O. 

Gundelach,  Charles,  Belleville,  III. 

Harvey,  J.  P.,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Lentz,  Levi  R.  VbgelsviUe,  Pa, 

Martin,  Henry  N.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Martin,  R.  W.,\  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Neville,  W.  H.  H.,  .  Somerton,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa, 

Reynolds  Hobert,  Bridesburg,  Pa. 

Rose,  John  P.  West  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Slough,  G.  B.,  M.  D.,  JEaston,  Pa. 

Tantum,  Jos.  R.  '  Bordentoivn,  N.  J, 

Tucker,  S.  G.,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Willits,  William,  Muncy,  Pa. 

Wilson,  A.  J.,  Wilmington,  Del. 

SPECIAL    DEGREE    CONPERRED    ON 

Boyce,  C.  W.,  M.  D.,  Au/nirn,  N.  Y. 

Wilson,  David,  London,  England. 

Dr.  D.  Wilson  has  likewise  been  appointed  by  the  Faculty  of  the 
Homoeopathic  College  of  Pennsylvania,  as  their  especial  Jagent  in 
England,  in  regard  to  the  acceptance  of  candidates  for  thej  Special 
Degree  of  our  College. 

THE  HONORARY  DEGREE  CONFERRED  ON 

Knabe,  P.  Henry,  Rev.,  *     Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Lemke,  Gottlieb  Liebrecht,  Philadelphia,  Fa. 

Stephens,  Lemuel,  A.  M.,  do.  do, 

THE    SPECIAL    DEGREE    WAS    CONFERRED    ON 

Alabone,  E.  G.,  London,  England, 

NEW   YOKX  HOMCBOPATHIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


The  number  of  matriculants  at  the  last  session  was  71.  Prof. 
Beakley,  who  has  been  engaged  as  a  medical  lecturer  for  12  years, 
says  he  never  lectured  to  a  more  intelligent  class. 
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LIST   OF   GRADUATES    1864-5. 


Wm.  W.  Banker, 
P.  Oscar  C.  Benson, 
B.  F.  Bowman, 
L.  .W.  Brown  Jr., 
L.  J.  Gregg  Barchard, 
Waltar  R.  Carr, 
Wm.  J.  Calvert, 
D.  A.  Cheever, 
Wm.  B.  Cowan, 
John  H.  Demarest, 
Wilmot  H.  Dickenson, 
James  0.  Emmett, 
John  N.  Fairbank, 
Thomas  S.  Groodwin, 
Clark  T.  Hamilton, 
G.  Fridine  Hand, 
Everitt  Hasbrouck, 
Wm.  F.  Hocking, 
Henry  How, 
Jabey  B.  Hottby, 
Bernard  Hund, 
Henry  J.  Jackson, 
George  B.  Kitcham, 
Charles  L.  Mahon, 
George  Palmer, 
John  L.  Peck, 
David  W.  Pitts, 
Ira  Remsen, 

Bradbury  M.  Richardson, 
John  H.  Tegart, 
Allen  A.  Tisdale, 
Moses  E.  Tripp, 
Jason  T.  Wallace, 
George  P.  Westland, 
Frederick  L.  H.  Willis, 
Moses  H.  Walters, 
Lewis  Whitney, 
Winford  York, 


New  York  City. 
Skaneatelas^  N,  Y. 
Mechanicsburgy  Pa, 
Cleveland,  Ohio, 
St,  Louis,  Mo,  ^ 

Clinton  Corners,  N,  Y. 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Pekin,  HI. 
Gait,  C.  W. 

Washington  Heights,  N.  Y. 
Sennett,  N,  Y. 
St.  Catherines,  C.  W. 
New  York  City. 
Skowhegan,  Maine. 
Danburg,  Ct. 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Modma,  N,  Y. 
BrarUfoid,  C.  W. 
Idberty,  Mo. 
Simcoe,  C,  W. 
New  York  City. 
New  York  City. 
TathiU,  N.  Y. 
Smyrna,  Del, 
London,  C.  W, 
Bridgepo7't,  Ct, 
Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 
New  York  City, 
Satton,  Vt, 
Scotland,  C,  W. 
Simcoe,  C.  W. 
Ingersoll,  C,  W, 
Hartwick,  N,  Y, 
London,  C,  W. 
New  York  City. 
Lotpvule,  N,  Y. 
Abbington,  Mass. 
Simcoe,  C.  W. 


American' Institate  of  HomoBopathy. 

E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.:  Dear  Doctor. — The  Sessions  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  which  have  been  suspended  during  the  past 
four  years  on  account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  are  this 
year  to  be  resumed.  The  next  meeting  will  take  place  at  Melodeon 
Hall  in  this  city,  on  the  7th  of  June  proximo,  and  a  preliminary 
meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  June,  at  the  house  oS  Dr.  E. 
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Ehrman,  No.  48  West  7th  street.  The  general  Secretary  will,  I 
presume,  send  notices  to  all  members  of  the  Institute,  but  there  are 
many  physicians  not  members  who  will  undoubtedly  be  present  if 
aware  of  it.  In  order  to  give  as  full  publicity  as  possible  to  the  fact 
of  the  proposed  meeting,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  will  be 
obliged  to  you,  if  a  number  of  your  Journal  is  issued  between  n6w 
and  that  time,  to  have  a  notice  of  the  meeting  inserted. 

The  physicians  of  Cincinnati|will  be  happy  to  meet  here  at  that 
time  their  brethren  of  other  places,  and  make  personally,  as  we  have 
heretofore  professionally  their  acquaintance. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  C.  WiTHERiLL,  Chairman  Com.  of  Art. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  Illinois  Homosopathio  Association  has  just  closed  its  elev- 
enth annual  session  at  Chicago. 

A  committee  of  ten  was  appointed  to  memorialize  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois  for  the  legalization  of  State  and  County  Medical  Societies. 
A  very  good  movement. 

We  will  publish  a  report  of  proceedings  in  the  next  number. 


The  HoMCEOPATHic  Physicians  of  Ohio  hold  their  meeting  at 
Columbus,  on  the  18th  of  June.  The  Michigan  Homoeopathic 
Institute  is  to  meet  on  the  same  day  at  Detroit.  We  regret  very 
much  that  both  meetings  have  been  appointed  for  the  same  day. 


■»  ♦-«- 


||ir5fluaL 


Dr.  Horace  M.  Paine,  recording  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  has  removed  his  residence  from 
Clinton,  Oneida  County,  to  104  State  Street,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

[A  Homoeopathic  physician  wishing  to  engage  in  country  practice, 
will  find  Clinton  a  very  desirable  place  of  residence,  on  account  of 
its  delightful  situation,  its  seminaries  and  schools,  cultivated  and 
refined  society,  and  the  well  established  confidence  in  the  Homoeo- 
pathic system,  on  the  part  of  a  considerable  portion  of  its  most 
influential  and  intelligent  citizens.  Communications  in  reference  to 
this  subject  should  be  directed  to  the  above  address.] 

Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine,  formerly  of  Albany,  has  removed  to  16 
West  Fourteenth  Street,  New  York. 

Iht.  George  Palmer  has  located  at  St.  Clair,  Mich.  ,. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Thayer  has  re,turned  to  Detroit  to  practice. 
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Field. — G.  Ci-KeM,  M.  &.,  of  Woodstock,  0:  W.,  communicated 
to  the  "  Baptist  Freeman  "  Jof  April  26,  1866,  a  very  interesting 
article  ot)  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  will  occupy  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  in  the  Cleveland  Homoeopthic  College  next  Winter. 
We  congratulate  the  College  on  the  acquisition  of  his  valuable  services. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Chesney,  late  of  Kenton,  Ohio. — Can  any  one  favor 
ns  with  his  present  address  ? 

Dr.  H.  p.  Gatchell  has  taken  charge  of  the  Kenosha  (Wis- 
consin) Water  Cure. 

Dr.  Rudolph  is  still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  an  accident  at 
Toledo. 

Dr.' James  C.  Harrington  has  located  at  Detroit. 

Dr.  F.  a.  Benham  has  removed  to  South  Bend,  Indiana. 

Dr.  L.  y.  RoubE  has  settled  at  Dowagiac,  Michigan. 


f  uufe  lutit$)5. 


An  Appeal  unto  C^bsar  ;  being  an  inquiry  whether  homoBopathie 
physicians  are  quacks,  charlatans,  impostors,  mountebanks,  &c. 
By  George  E.  Sbifman,  M.  D.  Published  by  C.  8.  Halsey, 
Chicago. 

Several  allopathic  physicians  having,  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial 
of  Surgeon  Freer,  given  testimony  in  relation  to  homoeopathy  and  its 
practitioners,  of  a  highly  objectionable  character.  Dr.  Shipman  under 
takes  to  expose  their  fallacies.     Wielding  a  keen  scalpel  he  has  made 
very  clean  work. 

The  Dispensatory  of.  tjse  Unit^  States  op  America.  By  Geo. 
B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  and  Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.,  &c.  Twelfth 
edition  carefully  revised.  1704  pages.  Philadelphia,  1866. 
For  sale  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.     $10,00. 

The  decease  of  Franklin  Baohe,  M.  D.,  left  the  whole  work  of 
revision  to  Dr.  Wood,  who  has  executed  the  task  with  commendable 
industry  and  fidelity.  The  present  edition  retains  the  general  features 
of  the  old,  with  additition  of  over  one  hundred  pages  of  new  matter. 
Among  the  changes  we  observe  that  Gelseminunit  Leptandria,  Ignatia 
have  been  taken  from  the  list  of  unofficinal  drugs,  and  given  a  prom- 
inent place  among  the  leading  medicines. 

Valedictory  Address  delivered  at  the  fifteenth  annual  com- 
mencement of  the  Hahnemannian  Institute  of  Philadelphia,  March 
1st,  1865,  by  Henry  N.  Martin,  M.  D.'  Published  by  request  of  the 
Institute. 

A  very  readable  paper. 
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MICHIGAN    HOMCBOPATHIO   IITOTITUTE. 


The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Michigan  Homoeopathic  Institute 
will  be  held  at  Detroit  on  Tuesday,  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1865. 

The  Annual  Address  will  be  delivered  by  E.  H.  Drake,  M.  D. 

The  following  Committees  are  expected  to  report  at  this  meeting  ; 

On  Publication — Drs.  E.  A.  Lodge,  E.  H,  Drake,  and  N.  B. 
Covert. 

On  Hom(eopathic  Professorship  in  State  University  and  on 
HoMCEOPATHic  CoLLEGE — ^Drs.  E.  H.  Drake,  I.  N.  Eldridge,  C.  J. 
Hempel,  Smith  Rogers,  J.  M.  Long,  and  6.  T.  Rand. 

On  Proving  op  Chelone  glabra — Dr.  A.  R.  Ball  and  Dr.  A.  B. 
Spinney. 

On  Proving  of  Robinia  pseudo-acacia — Dr.  F.  X.  Spranger  and 
Dr.  P.  B.  Hale. 

On  Provings — Dr.  L.  M.  Jones  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Williams. 

On  Pathology — Drs.  E.  H.  Drake,  A.  H,  Botsford  and  F.  Finster. 

On  Hygiene — ^Drs.  E.  A.  Lodge,  A.  W.  Walker  and  Isaac 
Douglas. 

On  Surgery — Drs.  E.  R,  Ellis,  A.  J.  Sawyer,  E.  H.  Drake  and 
Smith  Rogers, 

On  Obstetrics — Drs.  A.  Walker,  A.  Bagley,  S.  W.  Pattison  and 
John  Doy. 

On  Medical  Electricity — Drs.  Joseph  Sill,  E.  L.  Roberts  and 
J.  A.  Albertson. 

On  Phytolacca — Dr.  C.  A.  Jefferies,  I.  B.  Tuttle  and  H.  0.  Bagg. 

On  Nitrate  Uranium — Drs.  H,  T.  Hawley,  S.  P.  Marvin  and 
Lewis  Taylor. 

On  Dose — Drs.  C.  J.  Hempel,  J.  R.  Hyde,  I.  D.  Craig  and  John 
E.  Smith. 

On  New  Remedies — Drs.  A.  R.  Ball,  I.  N.  Eldridge,  Orrin 
Fowle,  S.  N.  Coons  and  A.  Farnsworth. 

On  Epidemics — Drs.  A.  H.  Botsford,  C.  J.  Covey  and  John  Doy. 

It  is  particularly  desired  that  there  shall  b?  a  full  attendance  of 
the  members  at  this  meeting.       EDWIN  A.  LODGE,    Se&etary, 


EDITOItlAL  NOTE. 


Many  of  our  subscribers  in'  sending  their  subscriptions,  enquire 
in  regard  to  the  success  of  the  enterprize  To  all  such  we  take 
pleasure  in  saying  that  the  cash-paying  subscription  list  is  more  than 
double  the  size  that  we  expected  to  make  it,  and  sufficiently  large  to 
furnish  a  profit  on  the  publication. 

We  hope  that  all  our  subscribers  who  wish  to  add  to  the  usefulness 
of  the  Observer,  will  frequently  contribute  to  its  pages. 

The  present  number  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  our  removal 
to  a  new  store,  and  fitting  up  a  printing  office.  Hereafter  we  expect 
to  publish  by  the  first  of  each  month. 

The  article  ''  Substitute  for  irritating  plaster,**  on  page  140,  wa« 
inserted  by  mistake. 


•  S^^teia  pitea. 


NOTEB    ON    THE    « NEW    KEMEDIES." 


BT  DK.   BIOHAKD    HU0HB8, 


I  feel  that  all  British  homoeopath  is  ts  are  deeply  iDclebted  to  Dr. 
Hale  for  his  very  valuable  contribution  to  our  literature.  The  prov- 
ings  and  the  clinical  facts  he  has  collected  in  reference  to  the  indige- 
nous remedies  of  his  country  are  a  mine  of  wealth,  and  full  of  prac- 
tical sugcrestiveness.  We  shall  best  show  our  appreciation  of  his  labor 
by  adding  what  we  can  to  the  edifice  he  has  done  so  much  to  raise. 
Our  younger  colleagues,  who  are  not  yet  engrossed  in  practice,  may 
well  fill  up  tne  many  gaps  still  left  in  the  provings  of  the  American 
drugs.  Especially  do  we  need  provings  with  minute  quantities,  by 
which  the  expulsive  symptoms  may  be  avoided,  and  the  more  delicate 
shades  of  action  brought  out.  This  has  been  done  to  some  extent 
with  iEsculus  hippocastanum,  Cimicifuga  racemosa,  Eupatorium  per- 
foliatum,  Iris  versicolor,  Nuphar  lutea,  Podophyllum  peltatum,  and- 
Ruraex  crispus  ;  but  the  other  remedies  mentioned  in  Dr.  Hale's  work 
have  yet  to  receive  this  elicitation  of  their  full  action.  Those  of  us 
who  are  in  full  work  should  tent  in  the  field  of  actual  practice  the 
numerous  suggestions  and  indications  scattered  throughout  the  book, 
and  report  thereon  in  our  journals.  A  collation  of  such  provings  and 
testings  will  then  make  Dr.  Hale's  second  edition,  which  cannot  fail 
soon  to  appear,*  of  tenfold  value. 

As  a  modest  contribution  to  the  clinical  testings  of  the  "  new  rem- 
edies," I  write  these  notes.  I  have  used  the  American  medicines 
pretty  largely  in  my  practice  for  the  last  three  years,  and  feel  that  in 
many  of  them  I  possess  some  of  my  most  trustworthy  therapeutic 
agents.  The  results  of  my  trials  I  will  briefly  note  down  under  the 
heads  of  the  medicines  in  question. 

-S;SCULUS    HIPPOCASTANUM. 

There  are  few  medicines  in  the  Materia  Medica  which  have  been 
more  thoroughly  proved,  at  least  as  to  their  crude  action,  than  the 
horse-chestnut.     Dr.  Hale's  article  embodies  the  prbvings  of  fourteen 

[*  The  second  edition  cannot  be  published  until  next  year. — Eu".  A.  H.  Observer.'] 
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persons,  of  whom  four  were  females.  The  main  action  of  the  drag 
seems  to  be  on  the  alimentary  canal,  and  this  especially  at  its  upper 
and  lower  extremities,  the  throat  and  the  rectum.  If  its  numerous 
throat  symptoms  be  set  down  together,  they  will  present  a  good  picture 
*of  1  kind  of  chronic  angina  not  uncommonly  met  with,  and  which  the 
standard  remedies  are  not  very  efficient'  in  curing.  I  have  such  a  case 
now  at  the  Dispensary,  in  which  the  dark  congested  state  of  the  fauces, 
with  its  accompanying  feeling  of  fulness  and  irritation,  has  quite  dis- 
iippeared  in  a  few  weeks  under  the  ^Esculus.  Dr.  Lee*s  proving,  in 
the  tippendiz,  might  seem  to  indicate . this  drug  in  acute  tonsillitis; 
but  I  own  that  the  causal  connection  between  his  s^^mptoms  and  the 
two  doses  of  the  third  attenuation  taken  by  him  is  to  me  very  problem- 
atical. His  attack  was  such  as  any  one  might  experience  in  the  month 
of  December  without  taking  -^sculus. 

The  rectal  symptoms  of  ^^culus  point  clearly  to  its  remedial 
action  in  haemorrhoidal  affections.  My  Experience  with  it  here  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  It  accords  with  the  pathogenetic  indications 
in  defining  the  kind  of  piles  against  which  ^sculus  is  useful.  There 
is  little  tendency  to  haBmorrhage,  but  much  sense  of  fulness  and  bear- 
ing down,  with  constipation.  It  acts  best  in  those  cases  where  the 
orthodox  Nux  and  Sulphur  seem  indicated,  but  as  sometimes  happens^ 
fail  to  cure.  I  have  found  it  curative  in  both  acute  and  chronic  cases. 
The  followinff'is  a  good  example  of  the  latter.  I  give  the  narrative 
in  the  patienrs  own  words.  She  is  now  about  forty-eight  years  of 
age :  \ 

**  I  first  began  to  suffer  when  thirteen  years  old.  I  fancy  from  being 
one  of  a  great  number  of  girls  with  small  accommodation  hence  wait- 
ing and  costiveness,  the  bowels  only  relieved  once  a  week  or  so.  I 
should  say  that  constipation  is  hereditary  on  both  sides.  For  a  few 
years  I  was  constantly  taking  medicine  to  relieve  the  bowels.  The 
pain  was  nothing  particular;  and  there  was  but  a  small  protrusion. 
Matters  grew  worse  from  the  age  of  twenty-five  to  that  of  thirty-four, 
when  I  was  attacked  with  the  first  dreadful,  very  dreadful  pain.  I 
could  not  sit,  stand  or  lie,  the  only  possible  position  was  kneeling. 
This  lasted  for  many  weeks  in  the  winter ;  in  the  summer  it  was,  as 
always,  better.  For  about  two  years  the  pain  was  bad,  off  and  on.  I 
then  used  leeches,  which  eased  the  severe  pain  ;  but  still  it  was  bad. 
The  next  very  severe  attack  was  in  1862;  it  lasted  for  weeks,  and 
returned  again  in  1863.  The  pain  was  like  a  knife  sawing  backwards 
and  forwards,  almost  a  martyrdom  for  agony.  I.  took  Belladonna,  Pul- 
satilla, Aconite,  and  Mercurius,  with  no  benefit;  was  recommended 
some  stuff  to  apply,  which  relieved  a  little.  Again  in  1864,  things 
became  very  tad,  much  pain,  the  bowels  always  wanting  to  be 
relieved." 

In  the  November  of  <hat  year  I  was  consulted  by  this  lady.  I 
prescribed  the  j^sculus  Hippocastanum,  in  the  G^c^nd  centesimal 
dilution,  three  drops  to  be  taken  in  a  wineglassful  of  water,  morning 
and  evening.     Her  report  continues  — 

"  I  then  took  the  -^sculus.  At  the  end  of  one  week  I  was  a  degree 
better,  after  another,  better  still ;  and  so  on  for  a  month.    At  the  end 
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of  this  time  I  was  wonderfally  better.  The  medicine  seemed  to  relieye 
the  bowels,  and  cause  the  protrusion  to  be  soft.  I  left  it  off  for  it 
time,  and  when  the  pain  returned  again  at  all  badly,  took  tho  medicine 
and  became  relieved.  I  hi^ve  taken  nearly  a  bottle  (two  drachms) 
since  November,  on  and  off.  I  only -take  it  when  I  am  bad,  and  cannot 
sleep  for  pain.  The  protrusion  always  remains.  I  feel  so  grateful  to 
you  for  the  advice  and  relief  given  uie." 

I  have  written  to  recommend  this  lady  to  take  the  medicine  rega- 
krly,  and  have  every  hope  of  its  effecting  an  entire  cure. 

I  use  the  iBsculus  at  the  second  centesimal  potency.  Both  smaller 
and  larger  doses  have  been  found  successful  in  piles,  as  appears  from 
Dr.  Hale's  records. 

It  might  seem,  from  Dr.  Burt's  proving,  that  the  ^sculus  was 
indicated  in  certain  cases  of  frontal  headache  and  backache.  But  the 
indication  is,  I  think,  delusive ;  for  in  all  the  heroic  provings  foi-  which 
we  have  to  thank  this  gentleman  the  headache  and  backache  appear. 
This  may  be  seen  in  his  experiments  with  Caulophyllum,  Dioscorea, 
Helonias,  Hydrastis,  Iris,  Leptandria,  and  Phytolacca.  This  uniforD^i 
occurrence  leads  us  to  regard  Dr.  Burt's  headache  and  backache  ni^ 
peculiarities  of  his  constitution  when  out  of  health,  rather  than  symp- 
toms proper  to  certain  drugs. 

BAPTISIA    TINCTORIA. 

The  special  interest  of  this  remedy  lies  in  its  power  over  certain 
kinds  of  fever.  The  authorities  quoted  by  Dr.  Hale  consider  it  the 
great  specific  for  all  idiopathic  fevers  of  whatever  kind.  We  cannot 
but  agree  with  him  when  he  says  :  "  It  is  doubtful  if  Baptisia  is  indi- 
cated in  all  fevers.  It  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  all  schools  of  med- 
icine, that  when  a  new  remedy  comes  up,  it  is  seized  upon  by  certain 
enthusiastic  members  of  the  profession ;  and  they,  losing  sight  of  its 
specific  indications,  proceed  to  laud  it  in  the  most  extravagant  terms, 
as  a  panacea  in  all  diseases." 

In  a  former  number  of  this  Journal  I  have  endeavored  to  indicate 
the  special  form  of  fever  to  which  the  pathogenesy  of  Baptisia,  aided 
by  clinical  experience,  points  as  its  sphere  of  influence.  It  is  in  the 
first  stage  of  the  ordinary  endemic  fever  of  this  country,  known  popu- 
larly as  **  gastric,"  and  medically  as  "  typhoid  "  or  **  enteric."  In  the 
first  stage  of  this  disease  the  patient  has  a  hot,  dry  skin,  and  a  quick, 
full  pulse  ;  the  tongue  fs  thickly  covered  with  a  "  whitey-brown  "  fur ; 
the  head  aches,  and  there  is  at  least  nocturnal  delirium  :  the  appetite 
16  absent,  and  thirst  great ;  the  urine  is  high  colored,  and  the  bowels 
generally  constipated.  Unless  the  disease  is  checked  in  this  stage, 
tho  true  typhoid  symptoms  supervene,  which  I  need  not  here  describe. 
The  point  at  which  the  **  gastric  "  passes  into  the  "  typhoid**  fever  is 
generally,  according  to  my  experience,  the  change  from  constipation 
to  diarrhoea. 

Now  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  the  supposition  that  if  we 
could  find  a  remedy  perfectly  hom<BOpathiq  to  the  first  stage  of  this 
malady,  we  might  cure  it  there  and  then  before  the  typhoid  symptoms 
supervene.    None  of  our  ordinary  remedies  seem  a]^i^l\<^«}Q\^.     Ka^^- 
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ite  is  powerless  against  such  fevers  ;  it  never  reduces  the  pnlse  one 
beat,  or  relieves  the  skin  hy  a  drop  of  moisture.  Arsenie  is  soitabLfr 
only  to  the  later  stage  of  the  disorder.  Bryonia  is  the  remedy  usually 
administered ;  but,  though  better  than  nothing,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
anything  curative  in  its  action.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pathogenesifr 
of  Baptisia,  brief  as  it  is,  exhibits  it  as  properly  homoeopathic  to  the 
condition  I  have  described.  And  the  result  of  my  own  experience  in 
its  use  has  been,  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  cuts  short  the 
fever  in  this  its  first  stage,  freeing  the  patient  from  all  the  dangera  of 
the  second.  I  have  never  yet  been  disappointed  in  it.  I  give  the 
first  decimal  dilution,  one  or  two  drops  every  two  hours.  Its  curative 
action  is  often  exceedingly  rapid. 

I  have  treated  some  cases  of  remittent  fever  in  children  with 
Baptisia,  but  have  not  found  it  to  answer  as  well  as  Gelseminum  and 
Pidsatilla. 

CIM1CIFU6A     (aCTJEa)    RAOEAIOSA. 

This  is  evidently  one  of  Dr.  Hale's  favorite  drugs.  It  has  beeii 
well  proved  and  largely  used.  I  confess,  however,  that  up  to  the 
present  time  I  am  disappointed  with  it;  and  know  of  no  forms  of  di8> 
ease  in  which  I  feel  confidence  iu  its  administration.  I  have  lately 
treated  a  case  of  rheumatic  fever  in  a  puerperal  woman  with  the  drug 
throughout,  and  considering  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  disease  at 
such  a  time,  with  satisfactory  results.  I  gave  drop  doses  of  the 
mother-tincture.  The  relation  of  the  Cimicifuga  to  rheumatism  on 
the  one  hand,  and  to  the  uterine  functions  on  the  other,  led  me  to  its 
choice  in  this  instance.     • 

EUPATQRIUM     PERFOLIATUM. 

I  only  mention  this  drug  to  recommend  it  to  relieve  one  morbid 
affection ;  and  this  is  the  pains  in  the  bones  which  accompany  influ* 
enza.  If  given  in  alternation  with  the  remedy  specific  to  the  whole 
condition — Arsenicum,  Kali  bichromicura  or  hydriodicum,  &c. — it 
dissipates  these  distressing  achings  with  great  rapidity.  I  generally 
give  it  in  the  1st  dilution :  but  have  found  it  act  fairly  in  the  poten- 
cies from  the  2d  to  the  6th. 

GELSEMINUM  SEMPERVIRENS. 

In  the  paper  before  referred  to  I  mentioned  three  uses  of  Gelsem- 
inum in  which  I  had  learnt  to  feel  great  con§dence.  The  first  was 
"  in  disturbances  of  the  cerebral  circulation,  of  a  congestive  charac- 
ter." My  friend  Dr.  Madden  sends  me  from  Australia  the  following 
case,  which  comes  under  this  heading : 

'*  A  gentleman  was  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Wheeler,  of  Adelaide.  He 
has  had  constant,  gradually  increasing  headache  for  three  or  four 
months;  dull  heavy  pain,  extending  to  the  nape  of  the  neek,  frequent 
throbbing  in  the  temples,  and  vertigo  on  rapid  movement.  He  was 
for  a  long  time  subject  to  constipation,  which  ceased  when  the  head- 
ache began;  and  the  bowels  have  been  regular  ever  since.  I  gave 
Gelseminum,  a  drop  night  and  morning.  For  thirty-six  hours  the 
headache  markedly  increased  after  each  dose  ;  then  a  sudden  throb. 
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like  a  snap,  took  place  in  the  centre  of  his  head.  The  headache  at 
once  and  entirely  ceased,  and  has  not  since  returned,  but  the  boweli 
have  again  become  constipated." 

The  second  moroid  condition  of  which  I  spoke  was  *^  painful  spas* 
modic  affections  of  the  sexual  system,  male  and  female.''  I  continue 
to  derive  the  most  brilliant  results  from  the  drug  in  dysmenorrhoea 
and  after  pains,  when  these  are  spasmodic  and  non-inflammatory.  Its 
power  over  after-pains  is  so  great,  that  the  lying-in  chamber  is  well- 
nigh-freed  from  one  of  its  greatest  bugbears.  But  it  is  antipathic 
rather  than  homoeopathic  to  these  conditions,  and  requires  to  be  given 
in  full  doses — from  three  to  ten  drops  of  the  first  decimal  dilution. 
These  temporary  pains  are  the  very  things  for  which  Hahnemann  him- 
self has  justified  the  use  of  antipathic  palliatives  :*  and  in  the  present 
instance  we  have  the  further  advantage  of  using  a  remedy  which  acts 
as  a  special  sedative  on  the  affected  part  themselves,  and  not — like 
Opium — by  stupefying  the  nervous  centres. 

I  mentioned,  in  the  third  place,  that  Gelseminum  acted  much  better 
than  Aconite  in  the  remittent  fever  of  childhood.  I  continue  to  find 
it  (in  the  first  centesimal  dilution)  the  best  possible  febrifuge  in  this 
common  disorder.  It  has  generally  been  supplemented  by  Pulsatilla 
for  the  gastric  symptoms,  aud  Nitric  acid  for  the  cough.  The  charac- 
teristics of  the  Gelseminum  fever  appear  to  be  its  remittency,  the 
exacerbation  occurring  towards  night,  aud  its  passing  off  without  per- 
spiration. In  febrile  states  of  adults,  presenting  these  features,  I  have 
prescribed  the  G-elseminum  with  perfect  success. 

1  have  not  as  yet  extended  my  use  of  Gelseminnm  beyond  the 
morbid  conditions  above  described,  but  Dr.  Hale's  exhaustive  article 
gives  many  indications  for  its  wider  administration. 

HAMAMELIS    VIRGINIANA. 

Hamamelis  is  a  remedy  whose  use  illustrates  a  principle  I  endeav- 
ored to  establish  in  the  last  number  of  this  journal ;  viz.,  that  the 
true  specific  sphere  of  a  drug  may  be  determined  ex  tcsu  in  morbis 
alone.  Hamamelis  has  never  been  properly  proved,  nor  has  it  poisoned 
anybody ;  yet  we  know  with  great  accuracy  that  its  remedial  sphere 
lies  in  the  affections  of  the  venous  system.  Dr.  Preston,  in  some 
valuable  papers  in  the  "  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy," 
was  the  first  to  establish  this  fact ;  and  his  reasonings  were  based 
almost  entirely  on  clinical  experience. 

I  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  Hamamelis  in  phlebitis,  in  the 
various  forms  of  varicosis,  and  in  venous  haemorrhage.  It  is  not 
always  successful  in  phlegmasia  alba  dolens,  but  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  that  in  this  disorder  the  mischief  is  as  often  in  the  lymphat- 
ics as  in  the  veins.     In  varicose  veins  of  the  leg  I  conjoin  its  external 

*''^  If  Opium  has  been  found  to  cure  coujzh,  diarrhoea,  sickness,  spasms,  c&c,  in  a 
few  cases,  it  is  only  when  these  symptoms  first  show  themselves  in  persons  previ- 
ously in  good  health,  and  are  but  slight.  In  such  cases,  as,  for  instance,  in  a  trifling 
cough  caused  by  a  recent  chill,  the  trembling  arising  from  terror,  &c  ,  Opium  will 
sometimes  restore  the  patient  quickly  to  health;  because,  if  these  symptoms  are  at 
once  destroyed,  the  body  is  restored  to  its  former  condition,  and  the  tendency  to 
their  return  suppressed." — Pref  to  Optum^  Mai.  Med.  Pura. 
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with  its  internal  use,  laying  strips  of  calico  soaked  in  a  weak  lotion 
(one  part  to  twenty)  along  the  enlarged  vessels,  and  supporting  all 
with  a  bandage.  The  pain  is  relieved,  and  the  veins  much  reduced  in 
sise.  In  *'  bleeding  piles/'  the  first  or  second  dilution  of  Hnmamelis 
is  a  most  valuable  remedy.  In  passive  hsemorrhnge  from  all  parts, 
whether  nose,  lungs,  stomach,  or  bowels,  I  have  the  utmost  confidence 
in  its  use.  I  think  that  the  haemorrhages  it  cures  depend  rather  on 
the  state  of  the  blood-vessels  than  on  that  of  the  blood.  Its  value  in 
varicosis,  and  the  absence  of  any  report  of  its  curative  action  in  pur- 
pura, point  in  this  direction.  The  following,  moreover,  is  a  case  in 
point : 

"  I  was  treating  a  young  lady,  suffering  from  a  complication  of 
disorders,  amongst  which  were  almost  daily  epistaxis  and  throbbing 
headache.  To  check  the  epistaxis,  I  put  a  few  drops  of  the  mother- 
tincture  of  Hamamelis  into  a  tumblerful  of  water,  and  ordered  a 
dessert-spoonful  to  be  taken  alternately  with  the  China  which  was 
being  administered  for  the  headache.  The  first  dose  of  Hamamelis 
was  followed  by  flushing  of  the  face,  with  most  distressing  throbbing, 
aching,  and  sense  of  fulness  in  the  head.  These  symptoms  gradually 
subsided,  and  the  intermediate  dose  of  China  was  taken  without  any 
appreciable  result.  The  second  dose  of  Hamamelis,  however,  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  same  symptoms  as  at  first,  the  head  feel- 
ing as  if  it  would  burst.  I  stopped  the  remedy,  and  the  epistaxis 
recurred  next  morning  as  usual.  In  a  day  or  two  I  resumed  it,  giving 
it  in  the  third  decimal  dilution.  Again  the  dilatation  of  the  cerebral 
vessels  took  place,  though  the  symptoms  were  not  so  severe  as  on  the 
first  occasion.  This  patient  has  proved  very  sensitive  to  all  medicines; 
but  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  the  effect  of  Hamamelis  upon  her  to  be 
exceptional  otherwise  than  as  regards  quantity. 

In  monorrhagia,  I  think  Hamamelis  less  often  useful  than  Ipecac- 
uanha, Sabina^  and  Secale.  In  haematuria,  also,  it  yields  to  Terebin- 
thina  aud  Ferrum  muriaticum ;  probably  because  this  haemorrhage  is 
dependent  more  frequently  on  the  state  of  the  renal  or  vesical  tissue 
than  upon  that  of  their  bloodvessels. 

HYDRASTIS    CANADENSIS 

My  chief  experience  with  this  drug  has  been  in  the  treatment  of 
constipation ;  for  which  it  is  a  precious  remedy,  far  superior  to  the 
Nux  Vomica  usually  prescribed.  It  is  in  cases  where  constipation 
stands  alone,  or  is  itself  the  cause  of  the  other  existing  ailments,  that 
I  find  the  Hydrastis  so  valuable.  I  have  used  it  in  the  potencies  from 
the  first  to  the  sixth  (decimal) ;  the  second  has  seemed  to  me  to  act 
most  satisfactorily. 

The  results  I  have  obtained  from  Hydrastis  in  cancer  have  not 
been  encouraging.  I  have,  however,  eft'ected  much  benefit  by  its  per- 
severing use,  externally  and  internally;  in  chronic  indolent  ulcers. 

IRIS     VERSICOLOR. 

The  article  on  Iris  is  one  of  the  best  in  Dr.  Hale's  book.  It 
oontains  one  of  Dr.  Burt*s  heroic  provings  with  large  doses ;  some 
provings  with  dilutions,  conducted  by  Dr.  Rowland ;  two  case  of  pels- 
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oning  (in  animals),  with  autopsies ;  and  numerous  clinical  items.  The 
Iris  ought  to  become  one  of  our  most  frequently  used  medicines. 

My  own  experience  with  it  had  been  gained  prior  to  the  appearance 
of  Dr.  Hale's  work ;  and  has  been  solely  in  the  directions  indicated 
by  Dr.  Kitchen,  in  one  of  the  early  volumes  of  the  North  American 
Journal  of  HonKBopathy.  I  have  been  able  to  confirm  his  experience 
of  its  great  value  in  •*  sick  headache."  Dr.  Hale,  I  think,  is  rght  in 
saying,  ''  It  seems  most  likely  to  be  indicated  in  those  sick-headaches 
of  a  gristric  or  hepatic  origin;  in  the  purely  nervous  sick-headache,  or 
that  variety  arising  from  congestion,  other  remedies  may  prove  more 
useful.'* 

But  the  most  valuable  property  of  Iris  is  that  to  which  its  power- 
ful emetic  and  purgative  action  points,  viz.,  its  control  over  acute 
vomitiun:  and  diarrhoea.  The  summer  diarrhoea  last  vear  was  exceed- 
ingly  severe  among  young  children.  When  neglected,  symptoms  of 
cerebral  exhaustion  supervened,  which  always  proved  fatal.  I  lost 
four  cases  from  this  cause.  When  taken  in  tinie,  I  was  always  able 
te  cure  the  acute  symptoms ;  though  the  action  of  the  China,  Vera- 
trum,  Mercurius,  &c.,  was  not  so  rapid  as  with  adults  similarly  affected. 
As  soon  as  1.  began  to  use  the  Iris,  however,  the  scene  was  changed. 
The  vomiting  never  failed  to  stop,  even  in  the  worst  cases,  after  the 
first  dose  or  two,  and  the  purging  soon  followed  suit.  I  gave  the 
second  and  third  decimal  dilutions.  If  this  severe  diarrhoea  should 
recur  next  summer,  I  shall  feel  inclined  to  give  Iris  alone,  and  from 
the  commencemont.  In  English  cholera  it  would  probably  be  an 
efficient  remedy,  and  might  stand  near  Veratrum  in  the  list  of  reme- 
dies against  the  epidemic  cholera  itself. 

PHYTOLACCA    DECANDRA. 

The  interest  of  this  drug  lies  in  three  aspects  of  its  operation — 
first,  its  power  over  periosteal  rheumatism;  second,  its  specifi  aotion 
upon  the  mammary  glands ;  and  third,  its  probable  efficacy  in  affections 
of  the  throat. 

I  have  not  had  much  experience  with  it  in  periosteal  rheumatic 
affections ;  I  have  occasionally  used  it  instead  of  Mezereon,  of  which 
it  seems  a  striking  analogue.  It  has  seemed  to  act  well.  In  one  case 
it  was  of  much  service,  as  its  administration  obviated  any  injury  which 
might  have  resulted  from  a  necessarily  obscure  diagnosis.  In  a  baby 
of  a  few  months  old,  a  succession  of  restless  nights  occurred  simulta- 
neously with  the  development  of  a  hard  tender  swelling  about  midway 
between  the  nipple  and  the  sternum,  but  nearer  the  latter  than  the 
former.  Whether  the  inflammation  was  affecting  some  of  the  elements 
of  the  undeveloped  mammary  gland,  or  whether  it  lay  in  the  perios- 
teum of  a  rib,  seemed  doubtful.  In  any  case,  however,  Phytolacca 
was  indicated.  I  gave  it  in  the  sixth  dilution,  and  the  malady  rapidly 
disappeared. 

I  have  not  yet  tried  it  in  acute  mammary  abscess,  for  which  it  bids 
fair  to  become  the  leading  remedy ;  but  in  two  or  three  instances  of 
Don-malignant  mammary  tumor  it  has  not  appeared  to  exercise  an^* 
inflaenoe.     I  purpose  giving  it  a  fair  trial  in  diphlVv^i^''^^*  ^^"^  -^VsA.Oa.SX* 
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is  strongly  recommended.  A  p^-iorit  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what 
relation  a  drug  like  Phytolacca  can  bear  to  so  virulent  a  blood  poison 
as  that  of  diphtheria.  But  our  means  of  controlling  this  terrible  dis- 
ease are  as  yet  so  inadequate,  that  I  should  gladly  test  any  new  remedy 
with  a  fair  claim  to  efficacy.* 

'  PODOPHYLLUM   PELTATUM. 

My  experience  with  this  drug  is  limited  to  its  action  on  the  alimen- 
tary canal  and  its  associated  viscera.  There  is  one  form  of  that  very 
vague  affection  known  as  "  biliousness,"  in  which  it  is  very  useful. 
This  is  characterised  by  sickness  and  giddiness,  bitter  taste  and  rising, 
tendency  to  bilious  vomiting  and  purging,  and  dark  urine.  Podophyl- 
lin,  from  the  first  to  the  third  trituration,  has  generally  rapidly  removed 
these  symptoms  in  my  hands.  On  the  other  hand,  when  **  biliousness  ** 
means  dull  pain  in  the  right  hypoohondrium,  pale  and  costive  motions, 
loss  of  appetite,  and  depression  of  spirits,  ii  will  resist  Podophyllum, 
and  yield  pretty  quickly  to  to  the  third  decimal  trituration  of  Mercu- 
rius  solubilis.  I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  to  the  generalization  which 
styles  Podophyllum  "  the  vegetable  Mercury." 

What  is  the  precise  nature  of  the  physiological  action  of  Podophyl- 
lum upon  the  biliary  apparatus  seems  to  me  very  doubtful.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  it  exerts  a  specific  action  of  an  irritant  nature 
upon  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane,  especially  upon  that  of  the 
small  intestine  and  the  rectum.  Our  provings  are  confirmed  in  this 
particular  by  the  experiments  of  Dr^  Anstie  on  animals,  recorded  in 
the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  1 863.  I  have  found  it  act  act  very 
well  in  a  case  of  chronic  duodenitis.  In  inflammatory  irritation  of 
the  jejunum  and  ileum,  it  is  invaluable,  for  I  know  of  no  potent  drug 
which  affects,  specifically,  this  part  of  the  alimentary  canal.  The 
influence  of  Arsenic  and  Kali  bichromicum  becomes  weaker  as  the 
duodenum  is  passed,  to  be  renewed  in  the  case  of  the  latter  at  the 
colon,  with  the  former  hardly  till  we  reach  the  rectum.  Mercurius 
corrosivus  affects  the  large  intestine  only.  Podophyllum  might  be 
cautiously  tried  in  the  enteric  lesion  of  typhoid  fever,  with  which  it 
has  at  least  a  local  affinity.  The  same  reason  which  makes  it  so  valu- 
able in<  affections  of  the  small  intestine  renders  it  unsuitable  in  ordi- 
nary dysentery,  which  has  its  seat  in  the  colon.  In  cases,  however, 
where  a  dysenteric  diarrhoea  appears  to  depend  upon  inflammatory 
irritation  of  the  rectum.  Podophyllum  will  give  rapid  relief.  Such  a 
malady  is  not  uncommon  in  children,  and  is  accompanied  with  painful 
prolapse  of  the  rectum  at  each  stool.  Here  I  give  Podophyllin  at  the 
third  trituration  ;  but  in  the  simple  prolapsus  ani  from  debility  of 
infancy  and  childhood,  I  have  almost  invariably  seen  beautiful  results 
from  the  tincture  of  Podophyllum  in  the  twelfth  dilution.  In  the 
same  form,  following  Dr.  Jeanes  (see  Hale,  p.  346),  I  have  given  it 

*  Whilst  these  sheets  are  passing  through  the  press  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  treating  a  case  of  diphtheria,  in  an  advancee  stage,  and  hitherto  under  allopathic 
treatment,  with  Phytolacca.  At  first  it  seemed  to  do  ^ood,  but  only  for  a  short 
timej  for  the^case  terminated  fatally  four  days  after  I  first  saw  her. 
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with  perfect  success  in  cases  where,  in  children,  the  stools  are  too 
large  and  frequent,  but  natural  in  color  and  consistence. 

RUMEX    CRISPUS. 

I  would  call  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  on 
the  action  of  this  substance  on  the  air  passages,  cited  by  Dr.  Hale  at 
p.  861  of  his  book.  It  is  a  model  of  delicate  application  and  discrim- 
inative comparison.  Nor  is  it  fanciful ;  for  I  have  never  seen  any 
•curative  action  so  prompt  and  certain  as  that  of  Kumex  crispus  over 
the  cough  described  by  Dr.  Dunham.  Twice  already  I  have  seen  an 
incessant  racking  cough  of  days*  duration  extinguished  by  one  or  two 
•doses  of  the  sixth  dilution  of  this  drug.  I  give  it  thus  high,  because 
the  provings  of  the  drug  which  have  led  to  this  use  of  it  were  insti- 
tuted with  very  small  doses. 

I  hope  that  these  few  notes  may  stimulate  others  towards  the  clin- 
ical verification  of  the  provings  of  the  new  remedies,  while  they  serve 
in  themselves  as  a  slight  contribution  towards  this  object, — British 
Jowmal  of  HoTiKBopcUhy,  No.  92. 


BB.  HEUPEIi'S  MATERIA   MEDICA. 


A  New  and  Comprehensive  System  of  Materia  M^dica  and  TTiera^ 
peuticSy  arranged  upon  a  Physiologico- Pathological  basis^for  the 
use  of  Practitioners  and  Students  of  Medicine.  By  Charles  J. 
Hempel,  M.D.,  second  edition,  revised  and  considerably  enlarged. 
2  vols. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Hempel,  whose  somewhat  ambitious  title  we  have 
transcribed  above,  is  by  this  time  well  known  to  British  homoeopath- 
ists.  The  new  edition,  besides  being  more  convenient  in  form,  pre- 
sents several  improvements.  The  first  volume,  which  comprises  the 
remedies  ranked  by  Dr.  Hempel  as  polychrests  (in  some  instances,  as 
Helleborus,  Opium,  and  Ferrum,  very  questionably)  is  substantially 
unchanged.  But  in  the  second  volume  there  are  many  additions. 
Enlargement,  more  or  less  considerable,  has  been  made  in  the  articles 
on  Asafoetida,  Agaricus,  Asarura,  Artemisia,  Berberis,  Camphora, 
Capsicum,  Carbo  vegetabilis,  Cina,  Crocus,  Clematis,  Cyclamen,  Cro- 
ton,  Euphrasia,  Indigo,  Kreasote,  Ledum,  Magnesia,  Menyanthes, 
Millefolium,  Natrum  carbonicum,  and  sulphuricum,  Nux  Juglans, 
Oleander,  Ranunculus  bulbosus  and  sceleratus,  Ratanhia,  Rhododen- 
dron, Ruta,  Sabadilla,  Sambucus,  Senega,  Tabacum,  Taraxacum,  Tere- 
binthina,  Thuja,  Valerian,  Verbascura,  and  Zincum.  Copaiba,  Coccus, 
cactus,  Coccionella,  Manganum,  Jatropha,  Naja,  Sumbul,  Thea,  and 
Urtica  Urens  are  treated  of  for  the  first  time.  Three  cases  of 
gangrene  are  cited  in  the  article  on  Lachesis,*  to  which  Dr.  Hempel 
formerly  denied  any  curative  virtue.  Lastly,  the  index  has  been 
much  enlarged,  and  serves  the  function  of  a  repertory  to  the  two 
volumes.  These  changes  have  unquestionably  much  enhanced  the 
value  of  the  work ;  and  may  well  induce  those  wKo  dci  \xa\  ^t^-^Vj 
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possess  it  to  add  it  now  to  their  libraries.     The  faults  which,  to  our 
thinking,  still  remain  will  be  discussed  further  on. 

We  have  no  intention,  in  the  following  review,  of  giving  any 
Aoconutof  the  contents  of  Dr.  Hempel's  book.  But  we  shall  endeavor, 
to  the  best  of  our  power,  to  exhibit  its  merits,  to  point  out  its  faults^ 
and  to  estimate  its  value  on  the  whole  as  a  contribution  to  homoeo- 
pathic literature. 

A  treatise  on  Materia  Medica  has  hitherto  been  expected  to  give- 
four  kinds  of  information  regarding  the  substanojes  used  in  medicine. 
The  first  embraces  their  natural  history,  their  physical  and  chemical 
characters,  and  so  forth.  The  second  treats  of  their  physiological  or 
pathogouetic  action,  so  far  as  this  is  known.  The  third  division 
consists  of  a  history  of  their  uses  in  medicine,  and  an  estimate  of* 
their  real  value,  according  to  the  latest  knowledge.  The  fourth  com- 
prises this  mode  of  preparation  for  medicinal  purposes,  and  the  doses 
of  the  various  forms  under  which  ihey  are  administered.  Until 
lately,  at  least,  the  physiological  portion  of  the  old-school  treatises- 
on  Materia  Medica  has  been  the  least  elaborated  of  the  four,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  "  Materia  Medica"  in  the  mouth  of  a  homoeo- 
pathist,  means  the  record  of  the  symptoms  produced  on  the  healthy 
body  by  the  various  natural  substances,  that  is,  the  physiological 
portion  only.  Were  this  record,  indeed,  exhaustive,  it  might  be  fairly 
argued  that  we  had  no  need  of  the  third,  or  clinical  portion.  The 
application  of  the  rule  ''  similia  similibus"  would  in  all  cases  enable 
us  to  select  the  proper  remedy  for  a  given  case  of  disease,  without 
regard  to  what  others  have  done  before  us.  But  since  the  whole 
number  of  existing  remedial  agents  has  surely  not  yet  been  pressed 
into  the  service  of  medicine,  and  since,  even  of  those  we  use  we  have 
in  most  instances  but  an  imperfect  knowledge,  we  are  obliged  to  make 
large  use  of  clinical  observations  in  our  choice  of  remedies.  Even 
where  the  indications  of  pathogenosy  are  pretty  plain,  the  usus  in 
morbus  is  nevertheless  a  valuable  verification.  In  many  cases  it 
converts  the  merest  hint  into  a  solid  fact,  and  in  many  more  where 
pathogenesy  is  silent  it  is  our  only  guide  to  the  specific  employment 
of  our  means.  So  that  the  clinical  must  go  side  by  side  with  the 
physiological  account  of  the  elements  of  our  Materia  Medica  as  neces- 
sarily, though  in  inverse  ratio,  as  it  does  in  that  of  the  prevailing 
school. 

The  feelingof  this  need  is  evidenced  by  the  writings  of  Hahnemann 
himself.  The  brief  therapeutic  indications  of  the  introductory  re- 
marks prefixed  to  each  drug  in  the  "  Materia  Medica  Pura,**  have 
expanded  into  a  long  list  of  the  symptoms  which  have  been  removed 
by  each  medicine  in  the  "  Chronic  Diseases.*'     It  is  seen  in  the  cora- 

Eendiums  of  Jahr  and  of  Noack  and  Trinks — the  former  indicating  in 
is  list  of  symptoms  those  which  have  been  removed  as  well  as  caused 
by  the  drug,  and  inserting  many  which  have  merely  belonged  to  the 
cases  it  has  cured — the  latter  prefacing  the  article  on  each  medicine 
with  a  catalogue  of  the  forms  of  disease  in  which  it  has  proved  cura- 
tive.    And  it  has  characterised  well  nigh  all  the  post-Hahuemannian 
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*•  provinga,"  few  of  which  have  been  pablished  without  an  accompany- 
ing narrative  of  cases  treated  by  the  remedy  in  qiiestion. 

In  some  respects,  therefore,  a  homoeopathic  treatise  on  Materia 
Medica  differs  little  in  form  and  order  from  such  works  as  the  English 
of  Pereira,  the  French  of  Trousseau  and  Pidoux,  the  German  of 
Dierbach,  and  the  American  of  Wood.  The  disproportionate  value, 
however,  which  we  assign  to  our  physiological  portion  causes  a  differ- 
ence. The  record'  of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  our  remedies  must 
ever  stand  alone.  In  its  entire  detail  it  can  never  form  part  of  a 
treatise  ;  and  that  true  homoeopathic  practice  may  become  perfected, 
it  is  better  that  the  materials  for  the  pure  application  of  our  practical 
rule  should  be  unmixed  and  remain  apart.  The  action  of  the  new 
American  Publishing  Society  in  this  direction,  is  worthy  of  our  best 
support.  If  successful,  their  collection  will  supersede  all  existing 
zpanuals  and  symptomen-codexes,  and  only  need  occasional  appendices 
to  be  a  standing  pathogenetic  cyclopaedia. 

Having  this,  what  do  we  need?  Well,  we  need  a  clinical  ch«»pter 
on  each  drug.  Its  history  as  a  therapeutic  agent  must  be  detailed, 
and  its  uncient  and  modern  uses  described.  A  full  account  should  be 
given  of  all  the  recorded  experience  of  its  action  in  the  hands  of  prac- 
titioners recognising  the  rule  of  homoeopathy.  To  this  should  be 
added  any  cases  in  which  its  successful  use  in  the  hands  of  others  has 
seemed  to  arise  from  its  dynamic  and  specific  properties.  But,  besides 
such  a  clinical  account,  we  need  certain  work  done  in  the  physiological 
department  of  the  subject. 

First,  a  catalogue  of  pathogenetic  symptoms,  however  well  arranged, 
is  to  a  true  phi.irmacology  what  a  description  of  a  given  disease  is  to 
pathology.  The  symptoms  are  only  the  phenomena;  and  it  is  the 
prerogative  of  science,  and  the  necessity  of  the  human  intellect,  to 
pierce  beyond  phenomena,  to  apprehend  their  meaning,  to  ascertain 
the  laws  and  even  the  cause  of  their  oocurrance.  Pathology  does  this 
with  the  phenomena  presented  by  the  body  in  disease.  Pharmacology 
mast  do  it  with  its  phenomena  while  under  the  influence  of  drugs. 
Not  otherwise  can  it  form  a  worthy  mate  for  its  fellow-science,  and 
with  it  produce  the  goodly  offspring — Therapeutic  Art.  Little  has 
yet  been  done  in  this  direction ;  and  we  cannot  credit  Dr.  Hempel 
with  much  addition  to  our  knowledge  on  the  subject.     But  — 

Secondly,  there  is  a  work  to  be  done  for  the  Materia  Medica  cor- 
responding with  t^at  which  the  lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  does  for  disease.  We  do  not  turn  our  students  loose  into 
the  hospital  wards,  with  no  previous  acquaintance  with  the  kind  of 

Ehenometia  they  are  to  meet  there.  We  know  that  they  would  be 
urdened  and  bewildered  by  the  numerous  forms  of  disease,  and 
would  probably  shrink  back  in  despair  from  the  task  of  acquiring 
their  knowledge.  We  bid  them  in  the  first  instance  attend  a  course 
of  lectures  on  the  subject.  They  hear  therein  the  phenomena  of  dis- 
ease classified  and  arranged.  Certain  definite  groups  of  symptoms,  of 
more  or  less  uniform  occurrence,  are  ticketed  with  nosological  names. 
Other  morbid  processes  of  regular  order  and  sequence  are  referred  to 
the  operation  of  certain  morbid  poisons.     The  facte  oi  «.\i>\\.vycs\.^  ^\A 
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dootines  of  physiology  are  used  to  illiiminate  the  workings  of  diseMO, 
and  the  instruction  is  completed  by  an  account  of  the  remedial  iheains 
in  use  for  the  various  forms  of  disorder  described.  If  the  student 
stopped  here,  indBed,  he  would  make  a  poor  practitioner.  But  let  fafim 
now  face  the  interminable  phenomena  of  actual  disease,  and  he  will 
be  tenfold  better  equipped  for  its  understanding  than  before.  He  bius 
a  clue  to  the  maze ;  everywhere  he  sees  connections  and  relationships. 
The  effects  of  the  remedies  he  sees  given  throw  further  light.  He  is 
in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  acqainted  with  disease. 

We  do  not  think  that  Dr.  Hempel  will  complain  of  us  if  we  say, 
that  it  is  just  this  use  which  is  subserved  by  his  work  now  before  us. 
Indeed,  its  form  appears  to  indicate  that  it  was  originally  delivered 
in  a  series  of  lectures  to  the  Mater ia-Medica  class  of  the  HomoeopatlHO 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania.  What  it  was  originally  it  still 
remains  ;  it  is  an  introduction  to  the  study  of  the  Materia  Medica.  It 
endeavors  to  group  and  arrange  the  pathogenetic  symptoms  of  each 
drug,  to  make  their  features  plainer  by  the  relation  of  cases  of  poison- 
ing and  of  post-mortem  investigations,  and  to  illustrate  their  bearing 
upon  disease  by  accounts  of  their  clinical  use  and  suggestions  as  to 
their  farther  applications.  There  is  no  other  work  in  existence  which 
attempts  to  do  this ;  and  we  owe  Dr.  Hempel  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
his  labor  to  supply  this  want.  His  book  is  indispensable  to  the  sta- 
dent  and  to  the  beginner  in  homoeopathic  practice,  while  its  coUeotion 
of  cases  of  poisoning  and  of  clinical  experience  with  the  various  reme- 
dies is  useful  to  all  of  us.  If  we  go  on  to  speak  of  its  defects,  it  is 
in  no  spirit  of  carping  complaint ;  but  simply  that  a  book  which  for 
some  years  to  come  must  supply  oar  want  in  this  particular  should  be 
as  perfect  as  possible.  We  have  found  Dr.  Hempel's  contribution  to 
our  knowledge  so  good,  that  we  cannot  bat  wish  to  try  to  make  it 
better.  Let  him  pardon  us,  then,  when  we  ask  him  to  consider  a  few 
matters  wherein  we  think  his  work  capable  of  improvement. 

1.  Dr.  HempePs  New  Si/stem  of  Materia  Medica  purports  to  be 
**  arranged  on  a  physiologico-pathological  basis."  We  do  not  agree 
with  those  who  doubt  the  possibility  or  the  advisability  of  so  arrang- 
ing the  materia  medica.  Bat  we  do  feel  entitled  to  demand  of  one 
who  attempts  it  that  his  physiology  should  be  sound,  and  his  pathology 
brought  down  to  the  latest  advances  in  this  science.  Now  the  first 
attempt  at  pharmacological  speculation  we  met  with  in  Dr.  Hempel's 
pages  proceeds  upon  physiolggical  doctrines  which  the  first  year's 
student  must  know  to  be  incorrect.  We  are  told  that  Aconite  "  ifl 
endowed  with  a  specific  capacity  of  inducing  a  spasmodic  torpor  of 
the  tissue  of  the  terminal  capillaries.*'  Now,  the  capillaries  are  mere 
channels  in  the  tissues ;  their  walls,  if.  they  have  any,  are  composed 
of  Imsement  membrane  simply.  Hence  *'  spasmodic  torpor  of  their 
tissue"  is  an  impossibility ;  and  the  speculation  which  follows  is 
utterly  useless.  "  The  first  effect  of  this  spasmodic  torpor  is  to  cause 
arterial  capillary  engorgements.  We  have  not  yet  succeeded,  in  spite 
of  our  microscopic  investigations,  in  determining  the  true  character  of 
capillary  circulation  ;  but  it  seems  to  be  generally  admitted  that  the 
terminal  capillaries  of  the  veins  inosculate  with  the  capillaries  of  the 
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artejries,  and  that  the  circulation  is  carried  on  in  this  manner.  Now, 
if  these  capillaries  are  closed  or  only  contracted,  torpid  or  semi-para* 
lysed,  similar  to  what  we  may  suppose  to  be  the  effect  of  cold,  what 
must  be  the  effect  of  such  capilliary  stagnation  upon  the  general 
circulation  ?  The  necesary  and  unavoidable  consequence  must  be  to 
induce,  as  I  have  said  before,  arterial  engorgements.  The  arterial 
ramifications,  as  they  approach  the  capillaries,  must  necessarily  swell 
up  in  consequence  of  this  influx  of  blood,  which  is  deprived  of  its 
natural  outlets,  and  we  have  precisely  such  a  condition  as  we  term 
congestion  or  inflammation." 

The  truth  which  lies  behind  this  unphysiological  speculation  seem^ 
to  be  that  Aconite  influences,  through  the  medium  of  the  vaso-motor 
nerves,  the  calibre  of  the  arterial  channels  generally.  Hence  its 
marvellous  control  over  all  morbid  states  in  which  the  ballanoe  of  the 
arterial  system  is  disordered.  But  that  it  influences  generally 
throughout  the  body  the  capillary  circulation  and  the  nutrition  of  the. 
tissues,  so  as  to  be  able  to  cause,  »nd  hence  to  cure,  true  inflammation  of 
any  part,  is  probably  what  Dr.  Hempel  means,  but  what  he  does  not 
say,  and  what  we  see  no  reason  for  believing.     . 

Dr.  Hempoi's  pathology  seems  to  be  that  of  the  German  professor, 
SchoBnlein.  Wo  have  no  desire  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  this 
distinguished  man  ;  but  pathology  is  a  growing  science,  and  what  was 
good  for  the  last  age  may  be  obsolete  in  the  present.  For  instance, 
what  is  '*  neuralgic  inflammation,"  of  which  we  read  ever  and  anon  in 
Dr.  Hempel's  pages  ?  And  is  Dr.  Hempel  responsible  for  the  adop- 
tion or  the  invention  of  the  following  extraordinary  piece  of  pathology  ? 
After  mentioning  some  of  the  urinary  symptoms  of  Mercury,  he  goes 
on  to  say  :  '*  These  symptoms,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  Mercury 
causes  the  secretion  of  increased  quantities  of  watery  urine,  far  sur-  '^ 
passing  in  quantity  the  amount  of  beverage  drank,  might  lead  us  to 
employ  Mercury  in  that  distressing  malady  THahctes  mellUis  (sic)  or 
Albuminuria*'  We  might  have  hoped  that  thore  was  a  printer's 
error  here,  but  for  its  reproduction  unchanged  in  the  revised  second 
edition. 

2.  We  find  a  corresponding  deficiency  in  the  pathogenetic  and 
clinical  portions  of  the  work  before  us.  8ave  for  a  few  exceptions, 
we  could  fancy  that  the  clock  of  Dr.  Hempels  mind  had  stopped  some 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  The  later  pathogenetic  and  cliuicai  records 
of  our  school  seem  as  little  known  to  him  as  the  physiological  re- 
searches of  Brown  Sequard,  or  the  discoveries  in  hepalic  pathology 
of  Claude  Bernard.  Thus,  in  the  article  on  Tartar-Emetic,  its  power 
of  inflaming  the  lungs  is  questioned,  and  the  authority  of  Pereira  is 
invoked,  who  says,  "  In  cases  of  poisoning  by  this  substance,  no  men- 
tion is  made  of  difficulty  of  breathing,  cough,  pain,  or  other  symptoms 
which  could  lead  to  the  suspicion  that  the  lungs  were  suffering  ?" 
Yet  io  the  thesis  of  M.  Mauin,  of  which  a  full  account  is  given  in  the 
sixth  volume  of  this  Journal,  Dr.  Hempel  will  find  these  very  symp- 
toms, together  with  inflammatory  fever,  to  have  been  elicited  by  doses 
of .  from  one  twelfth  to  one  sixth  of  a  grain  of  the  drug,  taken  by  a 
healthy  person  for  the  purpose  of  proving,  it,    Ag^ia,  \mdftT  ^^<6\iL\s^« 
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no  mention  is  made  of  its  supreme  reputat  on  in  modern  old-school 
practice  as  a  remedy  for  chronic  disease  of  the  skin.  Atropine  has  a 
few  lines  devoted  to  it  at  the  end  of  tiie  article  on  Belladonna,  bat 
no  reference  is  nmde  to  the  valuahle  clinical  indications  which  Dr. 
Casper  has  given  us  for  its  use.  The  pathogenesy  of  Bryonia,  is 
described  without  any  account  of  Dr.  Curic*s  late  experiments  with 
it  on  animals,  or  of  its  re-proving  by  the  Austrian  Society.  A  similar 
neglect  appears  in  the  case  of  Nalrum  Muriaticum.  Under  the  heads 
of  Digitalis,  Iodine,  and  Hydrocyanic  Acid,  some  use  might  have 
been  made  of  the  contributions  to  our  further  knowledge  of  these 
<lrugs  which  have  lately  appeared  in  this  Journal.  It  is  too  bad  to 
see  the  article  on  Phosphorus  transferred  unchanged  from  the  first 
edition  to  the  second,  when  between  the  dates  of  their  appearanoe, 
Dr.  Serge's  exhaustive  treatise  on  this  medicine  has  seen  the  light. 
Much  the  same  may  be  said  as  regards  Bahr's  essay  on  Digitalis.  * 
Dr  Curie's  experiments  on  tuberculization  with  Drosera,  whatever  be 
their  value,  might  at  least  have  been  noticed  api'opos  of  that  drug. 
The  article  On  Kali  Bichromicum  is  shamefully  short.  Here  is  the 
best  proved  drug  since  Hahnemann's  time,  proved  both  in  pj'igland* 
and  in  Qermany,  having  an  extensive  clinical  experience  in  many 
most  important  diseases;  and  Dr.  Hempel  discusses  it  in  about  a 
page  and  a  half.  His  prejudice  against  the  serpent  poisons  might  ex- 
cuse his  light  regard  of  Dr.  Russell's  admirable  proving  of  Naja  ;  bat 
this  neglect  of  the  Bichromate  of  Potash  makes  us  fear  that  Uie 
American  political  feeling  towards  the  old  country  has  with  Dr.  Hem- 
pel  coloured  also  the  scientific  prepossessions, — *'  standing  where  it 
ought  not."  Another  strange  instance  of  neglect  is  the  treatment  of 
Teste's  Materia  Medica  in  this  work.  Dr.  Hempel  himself  gave  us 
the  translation  of  Teste's  book,  and  ushered  it  into  the  world  with  a 
highly  commendatory  preface.  It  is  one  of  the  most  original  and 
suggestive  works  in  our  literature  ;  and  whatever  be  the  author's 
errors,  no  one  can  have  used  Ledum  and  Croton,  Kreasote  and  Cor- 
allia,  Rhus  and  Lobelia  in  the  directions  indicated  by  him,  without 
feeling  deeply  indebted  to  his  labors.  But  here,  were  it  not  for  two 
or  three  unimportant  references,  Dr.  Hempel  appears  to  ignore  Teste's 
existence.  Lastly,  a  silence  almost  entire  preserved  regarding  those 
indigenous  remedies  of  Dr.  Hempel's  own  country,  which  have  been 
of  late  years  so  largely  used  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Cimicifuga 
Racemosa  even  seems  known  to  him  only  from  the  thesis  of  one  of  his 
own  graduates.  In  a  word,  the  post-Hahnemannian  experience,  path- 
ogenetic and  clinical,  has  yet  to  be  worked  up  by  Dr.  Hempel  into  the 
texture  of  his  book.  , 

3.  The  third  matter  in  which  we  desire  to  see  improvement  in  Dr. 
Hempel's  work,  has  regard  to  his  treatment  of  the  "antipsorics.' 
The  ground  he  takes  up  in  declining  to  go  into  the  pathogenesy  of 
these  substances,  is  fair  enough.  He  disbelieves  in  any  effect  being 
produced  upon  the  healthy  body  by  infinitesimal  doses.  The  provings 
contained  in  the  Chronic  Diseases  were,  in  all  probability,  instituted 
mainly  with  the  thirtieth  dilution.  Dr.  Hempel,  therefore,  feels  no 
confidence  that  the  interminable  array  of  symptoms  supposed  to  have 
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been  elicited,  arc  to  be  depended  upon ;  and  confines  bimself  to  an 
account  of  the  curative  virtues  of  the  drugs.  Whether  he  is  right  or 
not  in  taking  this  course,  is  a  fair  question ;  but  our  cause  of  com* 
plaint  against  him  does  not  lie  in  this  direction.  Wc  complain  that 
ne  has  allowed  his  prejudice  against  the  provings  to  prepossess  him 
against  the  medicines  themselves,  and  that  his  clinical  account  of 
them,  which  in  the  absence  of  pathogenetic  knowledge  should  have 
been  especially  full,  is,  on  the  contrary,  especially  scanty.  Thus, 
under  Calcarea,  nothing  is  said  of  its  power  over  nasal  polypus, 
chronic  diarrhoea,  and  pulmonary  phthisis  ;  and  its  use  in  the  various 
lorms  of  scrofula  is  dismissed  in  a  few  lines.  Hepar  Sulphuris  has 
only  half  a  page  devoted  to  it ;  and  even  its  familiar  name  is  dis-  ~ 
^uised  under  the  title  of  Calcarea  8iilphurata.  Some  amendci  are 
made  to  Carbo  Yegetabilis  in  the  second  edition ;  but  Lycopodium, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  drugs  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases, 
is  credited  with  little  more  than  its  influence  in  the  crude  state  upon 
»the  urinary  bladder.  Sepia  is  dismissed  with  a  page,  (thirty-two 
pages  are  asigned  to  Agaricus),  and  the  student  would  never  learn 
from  Dr.  Hempel  that  it  stands  first  among  the  remedies  fbr  leucor- 
rhoea.  Silicea  would  have  had  hardly  more  space,  but  that  in  the 
second  edition  a  case  is  cited  from  Grauvogl,  in  which  an  enchondroma 
of  the  hand  was  cured  by  the  sixth  dilution  of  this  remedy.  Why 
should  we  not  have  Dr.  Dudgeon's  case  in  this  Journal,  in  which  it 
proved  so  strikingly  curative  of  inflammation  of  the  lachrymal  sao, 
or  any  other  of  the  numerous  instances  of  its  efficacy  to  be  found  in 
our  literature  ? 

The  remarks  we  have  made  upon  Dr.  HempeVs  treatment  of  thb 
antipsorics  extend  also  to  his  mode  of  exhibiting  such  remedies  as 
Lachesis  and  Apis.  His  prejudice  against  these  agents  is  derived  not 
only  from  the  way  in  which  they  have  been  proved,  but  also  from 
their  supposed  incapability  of  affecting  the  system  when  absorbed  by 
the  alimentary  mucous  membrane.  So  that  he  unwillingly  assigns  a 
^od  therapeutic  virtue  to  Apis,  but  in  his  first  edition  utterly  denied 
the  curative  power  of  Lachesis.  In  his  second  edition  he  a  little 
modifies  his  tone.  He  cites  three  cases  of  gangrene  in  which  the 
remedy  in  question  proved  efficacious  ;  and,  admitting  them  as  "fair 
illustrations  of  the  curative  power  of  Lachesis  in  traumatic  gangrene,** 
proceeds  as  follows  :  "  We  do  not  believe  that  if,  instead  of  endeavor- 
ing to  foist  Lachesis  upon  the  profession  as  a  sort  of  universal  panacea, 
Its  advocates  had  confined  its  therapeutic  use  to  traumatic  gangrene, 
tchich  constitutes  the  legitimate  sphere  of  this  poison,  the  scepticism 
which  now  weighs  down  its  claims  as  a  remedial  agent  would  ever 
have  been  excited  in  the  minds  of  our  physicians  ?'*  Dr.  Hempel 
must  surely  be  aware  that  cases  quite  as  good  as  those  he  cites  can  be 
brought  forward  to  shew  the  efficacy  of  Lochesis  in  malignant  angina, 
in  afflictions  of  the  heart,  in  inflammation  of  the  caecum,  in  chronic 
beadaches,  and  a  variety  of  other  disorders  of  the  blood  and  the  ner- 
vous system.  And  what  shall  we  say  to  his  treatment  of  Naja 
"Tripudians  ?  No  one  can  read  the  record  of  the  provings  instituted 
by  (we  quote  Dr.  Hempel)  "  Drs.  Rutherford,  Kussell,  a.\id^\ftVA%'^  ^ 
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without  feeling  deep  interest  as  in  each  prover  the  characteristic 
sjmptoms  of  the  head,  throat,  larynx,  heart,  and  intestines  manifest 
themselves  with  greater  or  less  intensity.  Yet  these  admirable  es^*. 
periments  '*  do  not/'  according  to  Dr.  Hempel,  "  seem  to  have  yielded 
any  very  marked  results."  A  brief  summary  of  the  symptoms  elicited 
by  Dr.  Stokes  is  all  that  is  given,  and  not  a  word  is  said  of  the  caues 
of  headache,  angina,  and  heart-disease,  in  which  this  drug  has  proved 
so  valuable. 

4.  Our  last  cause  of  quarrel  with  Dr.  Hempel  is  this,  that  in  the 
clinical  portion  of  his  book,  too  little  proportionate  space  is  assigned 
to  homoeopathic  experience.      Frank's  magazine  is  cited  wholesale  ; 
but  very  little  use  is  made  of  Ruckert  and  Beauvais.     The  journals 
of  the  old  school  are   ransacked  for  cases  ;  but  the  European  and 
American  homoBopathic  periodicals  seem  to  be  to  Dr.  Hempel  a  sealed 
book.     Now  this  is  not  as  it  should  be.     We  are  at  last  to  cpmplain  of 
the  free  use  of  old-school  experience.     In  many  ways  it  is  of  the  utmost 
value.     But  it  is  often  very  questionable  whether  the  curative  effects 
of  crude  doses  represent  the  true  specific  action  of  the  drug.     There 
are  mechanical  and  chemical,  as  well  as  dynamic  actions  in  most  med- 
icinal substances  ;  and  the  dynamic  effects  themselves  are  sometimes 
indirect  rather  than  immediate.     On  the  other  hand,  a  cure  wrought 
by  an  attenuated  medicine   is    unquestionably  an    addition   to   our 
knowledge  of  its  use  as  a  homoeopatic  remedy,  and  is  proportionately 
more  valuable.     We  think,  then,  that  in  such  a  work  as  Dr.  Hempel's 
the  experience  of  the  old  school  should  be  used  only  in  the  absence 
of  recorded  homoeopathic  results,  or  as  a  confirmation  of  these   wh^n 
existing.     This  mode  of  proceeding  is  important  also  as  regards  the 
matter  of  dose.     There  are  some  remedies— as  Quinine  for  ague,  aud 
Mercury  for  syphilis,  and  Opium  for  lead-colic — which,  although  per- 
fectly homcepathic  to  the  disease  they  cure,  seem  unable  to  vanquish 
'  it  except  when  given  in  material  doses.     So  long  as  we  have  nothing 
but  allopathic  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  other  remedies,  we  have 
no  means  of  knowing  whether  they  belong  to  this  category,  or  whether 
like  most  of  our  medicines,  they  act  best  when  at  least  to  some  extent 
attenuated. 

We  ask,  then,  of  Dr.  Hempel,  should  he  have  another  opportunity 
of  revising  his  work — 

1st.  To  modify  the  physiology  and  pathology  he  learnt  as  a  student 
in  favor  of  the  fuller  knowledge  of  the  present  day. 

2nd.  To  introduce  in  their  proper  places  the  numerous  pathogen- 
etic and  clinical  records  of  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

3rd.  To  give  a  fuller  account  of  the  curative  results  which  have 
been  obtained  from  the  antipsorics  and  the  serpent-poisons. 

4th.  To  make  a  larger  proportionate  use  of  homoeopathic  clinical 
experience. 

Again  we  say,  we  point  out  these  deficiences  in  no  spirit  of  carp- 
ing complaint.  We  have  little  doubt  that,  had  we  ourselves  compiled 
such  a  work,  there  would  have  been  as  much  or  more  fault  to  be 
found  with  us.  We  have  no  sympathy  with  the  spirit  which  is  content 
to  stand  idle  itself,  while  it  excU^ims  bitterly  against  the  errors  com- 
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mitted  bj  those  who  stand  forward  to  do  the  work  that  mast  be  done. 
Dr.  Hempers  labors,  with  all  their  faults,  will  embalm  his  memory  in 
ages  yet  to  come  when  the  very  names  of  his  detractors  will  have 
sunk  into  oblivion. — British  Journal  of  Hdmceopatky. 


•  iKi^i: 


OVATIONS 


On  Tupa-Kihi — Cava-r-Quillaia — Phytolacca  Octandra — Diodon 
(Poisonous  Fish) — Strychnia:  Its  effects  on  Cokatoos — Appar- 
ent Immunity  of  Pigs  from  the  Poisonous  effects  of  Strychnia. 

[Communicated  by  Dr.  Sherwin.] 

Sydney,  21st  January,  1866. 

I  forwarded  by  the  ship  La  Hogue,  per  favour  of  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Spencer. 

(1)  {Tutee)  Coriarice — Cor.  Ruscifolia,  or  Cor.  Tormentosa — Tu- 
pa-Kihi—  Tutee — Indigenous  to  New  Zealand. 

It  is  called  **  Tupa-Kihi "  by  the  NeW  Zoalanders,  because  persons 
under  its  influence  resemble  in  their  actions  *'  drunken  Europeans." 

It  seems  to  act  principally  on  the  intellectual  or  parietal  portion 
of  the  brain,  producing  great  excitement,  followed  by  congestion.  Its 
action  is  rapid. 

I  presented  Mr.  Spencer  with  a  plant  (it  is-  an  elegant  shrub) 
which  I  had  obtained,  after  great  trouble,  from  New  Zealand,  and 
hope  thereby  to  have  introduced  it  to  the  profession.  The  parson's 
special  friend  is  '*  Lycopodium^'  Wilson. 

(2)  {Cava)  Piperacece — Pip.  Methystichum — ^frbm  the  South  Sea 
Islands.  '  It  is  prepared  by  being  cheioed  by  the  young  men  and 
women,  and  spat  into  a  bowl,  and  is,  I  believe,  used  unfermented. 
It  is  the  drink  of  the  chiefs  at  their  great  feasts,  and  has  very  ezoit- 
ing  and  stimulating  properties. 

It  is  stomachic  and  mildly  aperient,  and  more  highly  esteemed  by 
those  habitually  accustomed  to  alcoholic  drinks  than  even  nux  vomica. 

(3)  AilanthuSy  from  Government  Botanical  Garden.  No  exper- 
ience. 

(4)  Quillceia  Saponaria^  from  the  west  coast  of  South  America. 
It  is  used  by  the  sailors  and  laborers  on  the  coast  for  cleansing  their 
woolen  clothing,  and  is  considered  superior  to  soap  for  that  purpose. 

It  contains  a  powerful  alkaloid,  which  may  be  seen,  in  pure  crystals 
in  the  bark,  resembling  quinine. 

It  has  great  therapeutic  powers  in  all  affections  of  the  trachea 
(serous  membranes  generally).  Its  action  on  the  lungs  is  similar  to, 
but  more  powerful  than  squill,  marit.  It  is  also  a  valuable  remedy 
in  squamous  diseases  of  the  skin.  It  does  not  yield  aU  its  virtues  to 
alcohol. 

(5)  Phytolacca  Octandra,  growing  in  great  abundance  all  around 
this  city,  but  not  indigenous.      This  is  a  most  valuable  pl&ut^u^^^ 


178         AMERICAN   HOMOBOPAOiHIC    OBSERVER. 

either  internally  or  exteruallj.  It  is  specific  in  diptheria^ — givea  ip 
deooction  or  infusion — applied  very  assiduously  to  the  fauces  as  a  gat- 
gle,  and  used  hot  and  frequently  repeated  as  a  poultice  to  the  throat; 
all  stiffness  disappears  ;  the  membranaceous  formation  is  thrown  Qjff, 
and  is  not  reproduced ;  perspiration  follows ;  fever  subsides  ;  all 
aching  general  pains  and  headache  disappear,  and  the  patient  eagerly 
seeks  for  food. 

It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  sustain  the  patient  in  this  and 
similar  diseases  ;  and  this  is  best  affected  by  a  liberal  supply  of 
"  Liebig*s  "  tea,  freely  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid.  StimiUants 
{(dcoholic)  rarely  do  good. 

All  affections  of  the  mucous  membrane  are  influenced  by  this 
remedy — rheumatisms,  fevers,  skin  diseases,  even  impotency.  It  is 
a  polychrest  of  the  purest  water. 

Diptheria  has  given  way  under  apis,  with  .  hydrochloric  acid  and 
honey  used  freely  as  a  linctus  (the  acid  effectually  destroys  the  mem- 
brane) ;  also  a  liberal  supply  of  Liebig's  tea,  freely  acidulated  with 
hydr.  acid.     Would  the  acid  be  effectual  alone  ? 

Last  year  scarlatina  (?) — the  eruption  was  measle-like — ^with  diph- 
theria bade  defiance  to  Belladonna^  when  the  head  and  throat  symptoms 
were  prominent,  attended  by  putrescency  ;  Lachesis  acted  charmingly ; 
but  if  the  chest  was  affected,  Bryonia  also  was  indispensable.  Ammo- 
nia disappointed  me,  even  in  allopathic  doses  ;  and  the  allopaths  were 
last  year,  and  are  this,  very  unsuccessful !  Thank  God !  I  am  other- 
wise. 

(6)  IHodmi — Bladder-fish — Toady. 

I  made  a  preparation  with  aicolwl,  and  administered  it  to  a  patient 
with  "  chorea,"  (1  drop  to  120,)  every  fou^  hours,  for  three  days,  with- 
out eliciting  any  symptom.  The  patient  perfectly  recovered;  but 
then  he  had  been  using  belladonna  before  and  up  to  the  administration 
of  the  Piodon.  Did  not  the  beU.  cure  ?  an^  was  not  the  Diodon  ren- 
dered inert  by  the  alcohol,  its  antidote?  The  fish  forwarded  were 
therefore  preserved  in  glycerine. 

These  fish  are  very  common  all  along  our  coast,  in  salt  water  rivers 
and  creeks,  but  I  believe  are  only  found  in  shoal  water  (the  Tetraodon 
I  have  obtained  only  in  deep  water)  ;  they  take  bait  of  any  kind  read- 
ily, are  very  fearless,  and  will  ravenously  seize  upon  other  fish  nearly 
as  large  as  themselves. 

They  are  exceedingly  poisonous,  even  in  the  smallest  quantity,  at 
all  seasons,  and  under  all  circumstances,  cooked  or  otherwise ;  every 
particle  is  deadly  poison,  whether  skin,  fiesh,  entrails  or  liver.  The 
latter,  however,  is  said  to  be  most  poisonous,  though  I  doubt  it.  I 
never  heard  of  any  one  recovering  after  partaking  of  them,  and  death 
is  very  speedy. 

.    I  knew  a  lady,  her  three  children,  and  ayah  or  nurse,  all  died 
after  partaking  of  these  fish,  which  had  been  properly  cleaned  and 

^  Dr.  Burt  recommends  Tinct.  Phytolacca  Decandra  in  four  drop  doses, 
every  hour,  in  severe  cases  of  diptheria,  and  that  a  gargle  made  virith  fifty  drops  to 
a  tumblerfiil  of  water  should  be  used  frequently  {Dr.  Holers  New  Remediet,  p.  314 
and  following) .—Ed.  Rev. 


\ 
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cooked.     They  had  caught  them  and  dressed  them  for  amusement,  on 
the.  beach  near  to  their  residence. 

.  4   A  poor  woman  and  her  three  children  died  i^om  the  same  cause, 
and  at  another  time  three  laboring  men. 

I  have  destroyed,  when  a  boy,  numerous  fowls,  cats,  dogs,  and  I 
think  pigs*  by  giving  these  fish  to  them,  after  I  had  caused  the  fish 
to  swell  up  by  roiling  them  under  my  foot  and  then  bursting  them  by 
throwing  a  stone  on  them,  when  they  ruptured  with  a  great  report. 
This  is  a  common  amusement  with  idle  boys.  Under  the  process  of 
rolling  they  foam  a  good  deal  at  the  mouth,  and  their  skins  become 
rough  and  prickly.  The  hands  and  feet  of  the  boys  (they  are  gener- 
ally shoeless)  are  frequently  chapped  and  sore.  I  therefore,  fancy 
the  fish  is  not  poisonous  when  topically  applied,  even  though  the  sur- 
face be  denuded  of  cuticle.  It  should  be  noted,  the  hands  and  feet 
tinder  these  circumstances  would  be  frequently  in  salt  water.  I 
recollect  we  had  a  dread  of  touching  our  eyes  with  our  hands  until 
they  had  been  well  washed. 

I  hope  you  will  experiment  with  the  Diodon  scientifically ^  and 
would  suggest  that  the  fluid  in  which  they  are  preserved  may  be 
experimented  with. 

Would  this  be  a  remedy  for  lyssa  ?  The  poison  seems  to  have  a 
similar  action  to  curare  and  Snake-poison  in  general — that  is,  a  total 
abolishing  of  the  sensitiveness  of  the  nervous  system.  It  is  death 
without  lesions  ;  and  might  not  life  be  preserved  by  keeping  up  arti- 
ficial inspiration  ?  It  is  only  an  ancssthetic,  and  artificial  inspiration 
is  specific  in  all  anaesthesias. 

I  almost  long  for  a  case  of  snake-poisonings — would  curare  or 
strychnine  antidote?  If  so,  the  axiom  "  Contraria  contrariis*'  h 
true ;  if  not,  the  reverse. 

Fish  frequently  produce  poisonous  symptoms  "  after  having  been 
exposed  to  the  moon,"  they  say »— but  certainly  when  not  perfectly 
fresh ;    and  other  fish  when  they  first  appear  on  our  coast.     So  do 

*  Pigs. — I  have  given,  some  years  by-gone,  four  or  five  grains  of  strychnine 
(good  French)  to  a  large  pig,  in  an  apple,  whieh  she  ate  with  impunity.  Tne  foU 
lowing  day  I  repeated  this  dose,  without  any  apparent  effect.  I  am  certain  the  pig 
ale  the  apple  and  strychnine  on  both  occasions.  I  am  informed  by  credible  authoiity 
that  pigs  are  not,  or  but  triflingly,  susceptible  to  the  poison  of  strychnine. 

I  witnessed  the  peculiar  action  of  a  flock  of  birds  (cockatoos)  that  had  been 
'poisoned  bp  wheat  soaked'  in  a  solution  of  strychnine.  The  birds  (some  of  them) 
when  disturbed  vaulted  into  the  air  to  a  considerable  height  (not  theirnaturail  habit 
of  proffressing),  and  then  took  somersaults,  to  the  great  delight  of  their  companions, 
who  followed  screaming  after  them  ;  then  suddenly  would  some  other  of  tne  flock 
be  similarly  affected,  and  a  repetition  of  this  exciting  scene  would  take  place,  when 
«addenly  some  from  their  vaulting  elevated  position  would  come  whirling  to  the 
ground  dead,  and  generally  on  their  backs. 

A  poor  Chinaman  who  cooked  and  partook  of  some  of  these  birds  was  found 
dead  in  his  hut,  and  also  his  two  dogs« 

It  would  appear  that  the  toxical  effects  of  the  strychnine  was  displayed  on  tliese 

birds  by  the  hyper-excitation  of  the  nervous  system,  before  its  iatal  effects  or  total 

abolition  of  the  nervous  power  was  produced.    I  have  witnessed  similar  effects  in 

dogs,   from  a  like  cause.      What  the    poor  Chinaman  suffered.   Heaven  (only 

nows! 
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Bhell-fish — oysters,  &o.  But  these  oases  are  easily  treated,  ud  I 
never  heard  of  a  fatal  case.— Wjlliam  ShrrWin.— i?rW*A  Monthly 
Horn.  Review. 


SBYNGIUM    AanATICUM. 


PARTIAL  PROVIHO  BY  0.  H.  M^CLBLLANO,  M.   D. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1858  and  1859,  while  at  the  Cleveland  Col- 
lege, I  undertook  to  prove  Eryngium  aquatioum,  with  the  following 
results :  I  took  from  five  to  20  drops  daily,  for  about  ten  days,  stopped, 
and  concluded  that  the  remedy  would  not  take  effect  on  me,  when,  in 
course  of  a  week,  the  following  symptoms  appeared :  [I  would  here 
state  that  I  was  suspected  by  professors  and  students  as  being  under 
the  influence  of  venereal  disease,  which  caused  me  to  try  several  sub- 
stances as  antidotes,  before  the  drug  had  expended  its  powers.  It 
was«a  most  thorough  proving,  and  if  others  had  taken  interest  in  it, 
a  full  report  might  have  been  secured ;  but  I  have  only  notes  of  part 
of  the  symptoms,  as  follows  :] 

EvES.-^Purulent  inflammation  of  left  eye,  congested,  red,  swollen 
slightly,  tender  to  pressure,  constant  aching  dull  pain,  relieved  by 
heat,  followed  by  profuse  discharge  of  purulent  fluid,  sticky,  like  gum 
arable  water,  sticking  lids  together,  flowing  on  cheek  from  all  parts  of 
eyelid.     Lasted  48  hours,  leaving  conjunctiva  granulated  and  rough. 

THROAT.^Intense  redness  and  congestion  of  mucous  membrane  and 
throat  as  far  as  could  be  seen,  slight  swelling,  without  pain  or  bad 
feeling,  with  profuse  secretion  of  thick,  whitish  mucus,  giving  the 
throat  an  ulcerated  appearance.  Inflammation  of  the  eustachian  tube, 
also  left  ear  swollen  in  and  out,  tender  to  pressure,  constant  aching 
pain,  bleeding  readily,  with  discharge  of  thick,  white  and  bloody  pus, 
foul  smelling,  lasted  several  days.  ^ 

Nose. — ^Profuse  discharge  of  thick,  yellow  mucus  from  nose,  last- 
ing several  days. 

Chest. — Oppression  of  chest,  feeling  of  fullness,  inability  to  take 
full  breath,  with  desire  to  do  so,  no  cough,  lungs  seem  to  be  solidified. 

Tongue  greyish  color  with  ragged  appearance,  constant  hacking 
up  of  mucus. 

Generative  Organs.  —Sexual  desire  suppressed,  then  excited  with 
lewd  dreams  and  pollutions,  discharge  of  prostaUc  fluid  from  slight 
caoses. 
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Urine  clear  at  first,  usual  quantity,  then  deep  yellow,  profuse,  no 
froth  or  sediment. 

Pulse  increased  ahout  ten  beats,  but  soft  and  weak. 

General  Symptoms. — Feeling  of  great  debility,  lower  extremi- 
ties languid  and  heavy,  with  profuse  perspiration  on  "walkingf  fainting 
yUs,  dare  not  rise  suddenly,  step  down,  or  turn  my  head  quick  or 
I  would  fall  into  a  swoon,  and  once  my  room  mate  had  trouble  to  get 
me  brought  to  mj  senses.  Left  os-calcis  and  patella  tender,  sore  and 
painful  on  motion.  Continued  singing  and  ringing  with  cracking 
sound  in  left  ear. 

I  would  state  that  these  symptoms  only  extended  over  a  few  days, 
my  condition  being  I  such  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  I  give 
them  just  as  I  wrote  them  five  years  ago,  and  send  you  this  brief  report , 
many  physicians  thinking  that  it  may  be  of  use  to  the  profession. 
My  impression  is  that  the  Eryngium  is  suitable  for  chronic  diseases, 
especially  those  of  syphilitic  type.  I  have  found  the  Eryngium  useful 
in  most  symptoms,  such  as  I  have  described,  especially  the  fainting  fits 
and  opthalmia. 


FOIaYGONUM    HYDBOPIFXSa. 


PARTIAL  PROVING  BY  DR.  C.  C.  CAMXRON. 


Age  25,  nervous-bilious  temperament  Not  addicted  to  the  use  of 
tobacco  or  intoxicating  liquors  in  any  form. 

May  18th,  1866,  2.30  r.  M.,  took  five  drops.  Constriction  of  the 
larynx ;  deep,  heavy  pain  in  the  umbilical  region,  relieved  by  pressure  ; 
headache  left  frontal  region ;  throbbing,  shooting  pain  in  the  left  wrist, 
extending  to  the  tip  of  the  middle  finger. 

May  19th,  10  a.  m.,  took  10  drops ;  12  a.  m.,  10  drops  ;  1.30  p.  iif; 
15  drops.  Quickly  followed  by  a  sensation  of  heat  in  the  stomach, 
borborygmus  and  emission  of  flatus  peranum ;  dry,  tickling  sensation 
in  the  throat.  2.15  p.  m.,  copious  liquid  stool,  followed  by  a  smarting 
sensation  of  the  anus  (my  bowels  had  moved  as  usual  at  8  a.  m.,  and 
are  generally  very  regular).  4  p.  m.,  25  drops,  borborygmus.  5  p.  k., 
50  drops,  fulness  of  the  head. 

May  20th,  9  a.  m.,  100  drop6,  followed  immediately  by  burning 
pain  in  the  stomach — eructations — sticking  pain  in  the  right  hypoohon- 
drium— great  pain  in  the  head,  shifting  from  the  frontal  to  the  occi- 
pital region  ;  shooting  pains  in  the  left  arm,  from  the  elbow  to  the  tips 
of  the  fingers ;  pain  in  the  left  knee,  with  feeling  of  great  weaknew ; 
severe  frontal  headache. 
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May  21st.  Shooting  pains  in  the  arms,  back  and  legs  ;  also  aoute 
burning  pain  in  the  epigastric  and  umbilical  regions ;  tongue  coated 
yellow  ;  loss  of  appetite.  ' 

Constipated  since  19th  inst.,  2.15  p.  m. 

My  tincture  gave  out  with  my  100  drop  dose,  therefore  was  com- 
pelled to  relinquish  my  proving,  but  think  that  if  it  had  been  contin- 
ued I  should  have  obtained  some  valuable  symptoms. 


gurprij. 


ABDITIONAIi  NOTES  ON  CANCER.  ' 


BY    C.    H.   MARSTOV,  M.  D. 


The  notice  which  Dr.  Hale  of  America  has  taken  in  his  "  New 
Remedies  "  of  the  paper  on  "  Cancer,"  which  appeared  in  No.  86  of 
this  Journal^  affords  a  favorable  opportunity  for  carrying  out  a  design 
which  had  beetrproposed  by  the  late  Pr.  MacLimont  and  myself,  of 
extending  our  report  of  the  oases  alluded  to  in  that  paper. 

I  cannot  proceed  without  paying  a  tribute  of  affection  to  the 
memory  of  my  beloved  and  deeply-mourned-for  friend,  snatched 
away  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  professional  success 
from  an  ever  increasing  circle  of  most  ardently  attached  friends  and 
patients  who  live  to  lament  the,  to  them,  irreparable  loss  of  a  true- 
hearted  sympathising  counsellor  and  highly  accomplished  physician, 
in  whom  they  placed  an  unbounded  confidence,  and  whom  to  know 
was  to  love  and  esteem. 

^  In  the  exercise  of  that  frequent  intercourse  which  we  were  in  the 
ha1;>it  of  enjoying  the  one  with  the  other  at  the  bedside  of  our 
patients,  he  contracted  the  last,  fatal  illness  (scarlatina),  which  a  few 
days   subsequently  terminated  his  valuable  life,  a  life  which,  next, 

ferhaps,  to  his  bereaved  and  sorrowing  partner,  was  to  me  most  dear, 
will  not,  cannot,  say  how  much  I  loved  and  prized  him.  To  under- 
take this  work  alone,  in  which  he  should  have  joined  me,  is  afflictive, 
but — resurget. 

I  see  that  Dr.  Hale  alludes  to  Professor  Wood's  statement,  that 
the  notion  of  the  efficacy  of  Hydrastis  in  cancer,  originated  in  a 
report  which  reached  the  late  Professor  Barton,  that  it  was  tised  in 
cases  of  this  complaint  by  the  Cherokeess;  though  strangely  enough 
he  afterwards  says  that  **  we  have  looked  through  the  various  works 
published  in  this  country  (America),  in  which  this  plant  has  been 
noticed,  but  do  not  recollect  that  it  is  once  mentioned  as  having  been 
uBed  in  cancerous  affections."  Medicines  have  sometimes  a  strange 
sort  of  introduction,  especially  in  America.     I  once  heard  of  a  grad- 
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uate  in  medioine,  who,  hating  failed  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession, 
devoted  himself  to  keeping  a  general  store,  tintil,  falling  in  with  a 
blacksmith,  who  far  a  consideration,  divulged  to  him  some  wonderfdl 
secret  (probably  learned  from  the  North  American  Indians),  he  was 
at  once  seized  with  the  bright  idea  of  becoming  a  public  benefactor, 
and  returned  under  brighter  auspicies  to  his  forsaken  calling.  More 
than  one  medicine  may  have  been  imported  in  this  way  from  the 
Indian  tribes  (to  whom,  indeed^  Dr.  Fell  attributes  his  first  knowledge 
of  Sanguinaria),  and  by  some  such  course  it  is  not  impossible  that 
the  fame  of  Hydrastis  may  have  reached  Professor  barton,  Professor 
Wood,  and  ultimately  even  doctors  in  England,  without  having 
received  much  notice  from  the  American  medical  press. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  (and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  importance,)  Dr.  Hale 
appears  to  have  mistaken  the  character  of  our  paper,  which  was  to 
give  the  result  of  our  experience  in  the  new  mode  of  treating  cancer, 
and  in  which  the  consideration  of  Hydrastis  formed  only  a  single  element. 

The  principle  upon  which  our  paper  proceeded  was  that  the  treat- 
ment of  cancer,  to  be  successful,  must  be  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
both  surgical  and  medical ;  that  no  medical  means  could,  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  be  depended  upon,  while  the  tumour  itself 
existed  as  a  secondary  source  of  blood-poisoning,  and  that,  therefore, 
with  such  exceptions  as  we  pointed  out,  it  was  usually  necessary  to 
remove  the  tumour  by  surgical  measures,  in  addition  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  such  remedies  as  might  be  supposed  to  exercise  more  direct 
action  upon  the  constitutional  disease. 

The  removal  of  the  tumour  might  be  affected  by  the  knife,  or  by 
enucleation  through  the  application  of  caustics  ;  neither  of  which 
affects  the  question  of  tnediccd  treatment,  and,  therefore,  in  no  wise 
the  question  of  homoeopathy.  We  gave  our  reasons  for  objecting  to  the 
use  of  the  knife,  and  for  preferring  the  use  of  caustics,  especially  as 
used  in  the  method  introduced  by  Dr.  Fell.* 

Dr.    Hale  advises  that  we   should  use  Hydrastis  alone  in   the 
incisions,  but  he  does  not  tell  us  whether  he  proposes  to  make  these 
incisions  through  living  tissues,  and  to  fill  up  the  bleeding   wounds 
with  Hydrastis,  nor  whether  he  conceives  that  this  proceeding  wotdd^ 
at  all  conduce  to  the  end  we  contemplate,  viz.,  the  enucleation  of  the 


*  It  had  always  been  a  source  of  pleasure  and  regret  to  Dr.  McLimont  and 
.  myself,  that  a  fuller  notice  of  Dr.  FelPs  treatment  did  not  appear  in  oar  paper. 
This  was  entirely  the  result  of  accident,  and  happened  thus  : — We  were  residing 
tw^ty  miles  apart.  At  his  request  I  wrote  the  section  on  caustics,  though  the 
surgical  portion,  with  this  exception,  was  wholly  his  work.  I  added  to  what  ap- 
pears  in  the  paper,  the  history  of  Dr.  FelKs  treatment,  referring  the  reader  for 
iiirther  particulars  to  the  '  Middlesex  Hospital  Reports/  and  forwarded  the  whole 
by  post  to  Dr.  McLimont.  On  the  following  morning  I  received  the  concluding  por- 
tion of  his  manuscript  (crossinff  mine  in  the  post),  in  which  he  entered  upon  his 
early  acquaintance  with  Dr.  ^^^  and  repeated  what  I  had  wri^en  the  previous 
evening.  I  crossd  out  that  portion,  considering  it  a  repetition  of  what  had  been 
already  written.  He  for  the  same  reason  erased  this  portion  from  my  manuscript, 
and  the  total  unintentional  omission  of  what  we  had  both  desired  should  appear, 
was  only  discovered  when  the  Journal  was  in  our  hands.  We  did  not  then,  how- 
ever, consider  it  sufficiently  important  to  put  the  printer  to  the  trouble  of  altering 
it  for  the  subsequent  reprint. 
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tumour;  if  he  recommends  this  plan,  let  him  make  his  first  and  last 
attempt.  G-entlemen  whd  propose  absurdities,  should  be  backward  to 
(^azge  others  with  absurdity.  It  is,  of  course,  obvious  to  all  surgeons 
that  the  chloride  of  zinc  is  the  *iole  agent  upon  which  the  successful 
enucleation  of  the  tumour  depends,  that  this  takes,  as  it  were,  the 
place  of  the  knife  in  ^  cutting  operation,  and  that  any  other  ingredient 
added  to  the  caustic  is  only  of  use  to  modify  its  action,  or  to  form  a 
vehicle  for  its  application.  We  had,  indeed,  long  ceased  to  regard 
the  addition  of  the  Hydrastis  as  being  of  any  other  service  than  to 
form  a  convenient  diluent,  which,  from  the  glutinous  nature  it  assumes 
on  boiling,  it  certainly  does.  The  paste  which  I  am  now  in  the  habit 
of  using,  consists  simply  of  finely-powdered  Hydrastis  boiled  down 
to  a  proper  consistence,  which  is  maintained  more  uniformly  than  in 
a  paste  made  with  flour,  which,  with  this  exception,  answers  equally 
well.  To  each  ounce  of  paste,  half  an  ounce  or  more  of  the  chloride 
is  added,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  case.  The  assertion 
that  it  mitigates  (except  as  a  diluent)  the  pain  caused  by  the  chloride, 
we  have  always  considered  as  so  much  hosh,  and  have  never  seen  any 
reason  whatever  for  supposing  that  the  pa^te  used  by  Dr.  Fell  causes 
any  more  pain  than  that  made  with  Hydrastis.  The  pain  varies  ex- 
ceedingly in  different  individuals,  some  scarcely  complaining,,  while 
others  suffer  severely,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  explain  this  dinerenoe. 
Much,  however,  depends  upon  the  position  of  the  part,  the  nature  of 
the  tissue  acted  upon,  the  strebgth  of  the  paste,  and  the  care  which 
is  exercised  in  making  the  incisions. 

In  writing  our  former  paper  we  very  much  felt  that  the  compara- 
tively short  experience  which  we  had  had,  rendered  the  relation  of 
that  experience  of  less  value  than  it  would  have  possessed  had  we 
suffered  a  longer  time  to  elapse. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  had  already  been  charged  with  the  use  of 
secret  remedies,  and  we  knew  of  no  way  in  which  we  could  deliver  our- 
selves from  such  an  accusation  (involving  professional  misconduct 
which  we  should  have  resented  in  others)  than  by  publication.  We, 
moreover,  considered  that  the  new  method  had  already  been  for  some 
#time  before  the  profession,  and  that,  therefore,  our  experience,  though 
crude,  could  be  taken  for  just  as  much  as  it  was  worth ;  while  its 
presentation  in  such  a  form  would  enable  our  colleagues  readily  to  test 
it  for  themselves,  and  so  to  enlarge  the  field  of  observation  far  beyond 
what  could  be  afibrded  by  two  practitioners  in  extensive  practice, 
who  had  no  desire  to  make  the  treatment  of  cancer  a  specudite,  nor 
to  enroll  themselves  in  the  honbrahle  (?)  band  of  so-called  cancer 
curers.  For  the  same  reasons  I  purposely  refrain  from  reporting  in 
detail  any  new  cases  which  have  fallen  under  our  treatment,  and, 
excepting  it  may  be  incidentally,  confine  myself  to  a  notice  of  the 
cases  already  reported. 

Case  I. — This  case  (as  already  fully  explained)  was  never  wholly 
under  our  care,*  and  though  sufficiently  so  to  warrant  our  using  it  in 

*  I  have  the  authority  of  the  patient  for  contradicting  (the  stateraenta  made 
respecting  this  case  in  a  recent  pamphlet.  I  quite  feel  that  even  this  slight  allusion 
to  such  a  production  demands  an  apology  from  me 
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illustration  of  the  enucleative  treatment,  not  sufficiently  so  to  throw 
its  responsibility  upon  ourselves.  This  patient  still  remains  free 
from  any  evidence  of  cancerous  disease,  but  for  some  time  she  was 
troubled  by  the  formation  of  scabs  and  scales  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  cicatrix,  which  left  behind  very  troublesome  ulcers  ;  to  this  we 
alluded  in  our  former  paper,  and  the  trouble  continued  for  some  time 
after  the  publication  of  that  article  ;  it  is  now,  however,  removed. 
From  very  extensive  injury  done  to  the.  greater  pectoral  muscle,  the 
use  of  the  right  arm  has  been  most  seriously  impaired  and  will  never, 
probably,  be  restored.  She  has  from  the  termination  of  the  treat- 
ment sufifered,  and  still  continues  to  suffer,  much  from  severe  burning 
sensations  in  the  infra-mammary  region,  in  which  a  good  deal  of  puffy 
swelling  stilt  exists.  On  the  whoLe,  we  should  be  very  much  indis- 
posed to  regard  this  as  a  inodel  case.  It  is,  however,  no  small  thing 
that  the  patient  pres&nts,  hitherto,  no  appearance  whatever  of  any 
return  of  the  disease. 

Case  II  has  not  again  come  under  our  notice,  though  I  have  no 
doubt  that  she  would  have  pat  in  an  appearance  had  anything  occurred 
which  would  have  called  for  our  assistance. 

Cae  III  remains  in  every  respect  in  perfect  health.  This,  con- 
sidering the  advanced  age  of  the  patient  (now  nearly  75  years),  is  a 
most  interesting  case.  She  reported  herself  to  me  lately  as  having 
never  been  better  in  her  life. 

Case  IV  requires  especial  notice,  and  I  would  refer  the  reader  to 
the  former  report  of  the  case  for  its  history,  from  which  he  will  find 
that  at  the  time  of  writing  she  was  still  under  treatment.  Some 
additional  notes  are  necessary,  however,  from  the  circumstances  that, 
fearing  we  should  not  undertake  her  case,  she  abstained  from  divulging 
fuUy  all  the  symptoms  from  which  she  had  previously  suffered  ana 
which  were  chiefly  connected  with  the  uterine  system;  she,  indeed,  . 
told  us  that  the  pienstrual  periods  had  been  frequently  very  profuse, 
but  finding  on  digital  examination  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  in  a  healthy 
state,  and  considering  her  age  (45)  we  attributed  this  to  the  approach 
of  the  climacteric  term.  She  did  not  tell  us,  however,  how  severe^ 
these  haemorrhages  had  been,  nor  that  only  a  few  weeks  before  con- 
sulting us,  her  medical  attendant  had  given  up  all  hope  of  saving  her 
life ;  nor  did  she  inform  us  ^lat  there  had  existed  at  various  intervals 
a  purulent  and  offensive  leucorrhoea.  Indeed,  her  fears  were  well 
grounded,  for,  indisposed  as  we  were,  with  the  knowledge  whicli  we 
possessed  already,  to  enucleate  the  breasts,  it  is  most  certain  that  an 
acquaintance  with  these  facts  would  have  converted  that  indisposition 
into  an  actual  refusal.  However,  during  the  first  course  of  treatment 
none  of  these  symptoms  once  occurred  to  excite  any  apprehension,  the 
menses  never  appeared,  and,  as  we  previously  observed,  during  the 
time  she  rapidly  improved  in  health  and  daily  gained  strength. 
Duririg  the  last  period  of  treatment,  however,  we  had  greater  difficul- 
ties with  which  to  contend — true,  the  local  treatment  was,  if  possible, 
even  more  favorable  than  on  the  first  occasion,  but  alarming  uterine 
haemorrhage  occured  several  times,  making  large  demands  upon  her 
constitutional   strength,  and   severe  .  pain  of  a  uterine  character  was 
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very  frequent ;  there  was  also  a  recurrence  of  the  foetid,  purulent 
leucorrhoea,  which  excited  our  gravest  apprehensions  and  made  a  more 
careful  examination  necessary.  The  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus  was 
still  found  to  be  perfectly  healthy,  but  the  sound  discovered  great 
enlargement  of  the  cavity ;  while  being  tilted  by  its  means  towards 
the  abdominal  walls,  palpation  disclosed  a  greatly  indurated  condition. 
We  diagnosed  either  fibrous  tumour  or  cancer  of  the  fundus,  a  ques- 
tion which  indeed  remains  still  undecided  ;  although,  perhaps,  but 
for  the  previous  e:^istence  of  malignant  disease  in  other  parts,  and 
for  the  peculiar  character  of  the  discharge,  we  should  have  settled 
the  point  in  favor  of  non-malignant  tumour.  However,  under  the  use 
of  appropriate  remedies  the  symptoms  have  diminished  rather  than 
increased,  the  enlargement  of  the  organ  has  become  less,  the  pain, 
haemorrhage,  and  discharge  less  frequent  and  much  smaller  in  amount. 
Inuring  this  time,  however,  the  lachrymal  sac  became  again  inflamed 
and  the  duct  completely  closed,  and  seeing  how  skillfully  and  success- 
fully she  had  been  previously  treated  for  this  affection  by  the  eminent 
London  surgeon  under  whose  care  she  had  been,  we  advised  her,  upon 
leaving  us,  to  put  herself  again  into  his  hands.  His  testimony  to  the 
remarkable  change  which  had  occurred  in  her  for  the  better,  and  to 
the  result  which  had  followed  the  treatment  we  had  adopted,  was  as 
flattering  to  us  as  it  was  honorable  to  himself.  The  great  fear  is  lest 
there  may  be  some  malignant  internal  disease  which  had  existed  pre- 
viously (even  for  years)  to  her  first  consulting  us,  and  which,  of  course, 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  any  local  treatment,  or  at  least  of  any  which  I 
should  be  inclined  to  adopt  or  advise.  The  condition  of  the  lachry- 
mal sac  also  causes  me  much  concern ;  though  improved  under 
late    treatment,    disease    still    exists,    and    although    there    is    no 

^  present   evidence   of    malignancy,   fears   founded  upon    the    history 
of  the  patient  cannot  but  arise.      Nevertheless,  it  is    now  two   years 
since  she  came  under  our  care,  and  she  assures  me   that   during  that 
tix^je  she  has  been  in  a  far  better  state  of  health  than  for  many  years 
previously,  the  breasts  and  neighboring  parts  remaining  perfectly  well. 

#  Case  V  left  the  North  Wilts  Dispensary  shortly  after  the  pub- 
lication of  our  paper  very  much  improved,  and  has  not  since  been 
heard  of. 

Case  VI  is  not  su  successful  an  affaii#  It  is  necessary,  however, 
to  refer  to  its  history.  The  rapid  progress  of  the  disease  in  the  short 
space  of  four  months  nufiiciently  evinced  its  extreme  malignancy,  and 
threatened  a  fatal  issue  in  a  very  short  time.  About  six  months  from 
the  close  of  the  treatment  there  was  observed  a  small  tumour  deeply 
seated  in  the  axilla,  lying  upon  the  walls  of  the  chest  and>];^eneath  the 
pectoral  muscles.  In  such  a  situation  re-enucleation  was  out  of  the 
question,  and  all  that  we  could  do  was  to  endeavor  by  internal  reme- 
dies to  control  its  progress.  The  medicines  which  have  been  used  are 
Hydrastis,  2nd  dilution,  Chloride  of  Zinc,  2nd  dilution,  and  the  3rd 
trituration  of  Iodide  of  Arsenic,  The  increase  of  the  tumour  has  been 
tardy,  very  little  pain  has  been  experienced  and  the  general  health  of  the 
patient  is  very  good.  Unsuccessful  as  this  case  certainly  has  been  so 
far  as  regards  cure,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  unsuccessful  so  far  as 
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regards  relief.  The  condition  of  the  patient  at  her  first  appearance  , 
was  such  that  I  am  assured  no  surgeon,  however  fond  of  the  knife,  would 
have  attempted  its  use,  and  all  that  remained  for  her,  to  all  human 
appearance,  was  a  few  weeks  of  intense  suffering  to  terminate  in  an 
agonizing  death.  Two  years  of  ease  and  comfort  have  already,  what- 
ever the  end  may  be,  been  added  to  her  life. 

If  I  were  asked  what  case  I  would  like  to  take  as  an  evidence  of 
what  may  be  done  by  this  treatment,  I  would  certainly  take  that  of  • 
J.  M.  (Case  VII).  For  eightean  months  she  has  returned  to  her 
duties  of  a  gate  keeper,  and  remams  perfectly  well.  As  described 
in  the  history  of  her  case,  we  only  adopted  the  treatment  as  giving 
her  a  remote  chance,  but  in  no  case,  so  far  as  twenty  months  can  war- 
rant such  a  statement,  could  there  be  the  appearance  of  a  more  perfect 
cure. 

Case  VIII  likewise  remains  in  perfect  health. 

Of  Case  IX  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  give  any  report.  I  never 
saw  this  patient,  and  have  not,  since  the  record  appeared,  had  any 
account  of  her  from  my  late  colleague  ;  had  he  not  been  so  hastily 
torn  from  us,  he  would  have  been  able  hin^elf  to  have  stated  how  it 
terminated. 

This  day  month  (I  write  on  Eebruary  25)  we  were  conversing  on 
Case  X.  The  patient  has  spent  two  years  and  a  half  in  comparative 
health  and  comfort.  Small  fungoid  growths  have  occasionally  sprung 
up,  but  by  the  application  of  a  little  dUtUe  nitric  acidt  which  she  has 
been  able  to  apply  herself,  they  have  been  again  destroyed,  and  the 
part  has  cicatrised  afresh.  To  compare  the  condition  of  this  patient 
when  admitted  in  1862  into  the  Bath  Homoeopathic  Hospital  with  the 
report  she  gave  of  herself,  in  writing  to  Dr.  McLimont^nly  afewdays 
before  his  death,  was  a  sufficient  recompense  for  all  the  pains  he  took 
in  her  case,  and  for  all  the  obloquy  cast  upon  him  for  admitting  it 
into  the  hospital  ;  while  it  might  cause  a  blush  of  shame  in  those 
who  would  have  turned  her  adrift  to  suffer  and  to  die. 

On  the  whole,  then,  I  think  that  it  will  appear  that  the  continued 
history  of  these  cases  is  satisfactory,  and  that  it  justifies  the  counse 
we  adopted  in  publishing  them,  and  in  pressing  a  trial  of  the  treat- 
ment upon  those  of  our  colleagues  into  whose  hands  suitable  cases 
may  fall.  T  could  not  now  say  that  we  have  had  no  unsuccessful 
cases.  I  could  not,  indeed,  say  that  there  has  been  discovered  a  cure 
for  cancer.  In  two  or  three  cases  the  disease  has  returned  in  the  cic- 
atrix very  shortly  after  its  removal,  and  with  perhaps  a  greater  decree 
of  malignancy  than  characterised  its  first  appearance,  and  this  failure 
has  not  occurred  only  in  our  hands,  but  iiie  worst  cases  of  the  kind 
which  have  come  under  our  observation  (one  of  whom  lately  died  as 
Dr.  McLimont's  patient)  had  been  treated  by  one  who  makes  this  dis- 
ease specialite. 

So  far  as  the  question  of  enucleation  is  concerned,  we  (if  it  be 
allowed  me  now  to  write  in  the  plural)  should  endorse  the  opinion  of 
the  Middlesex  Hospital  surgeons,  that  the  same  principles  should 
guide  us  in  selecting  our  cases  as  guide  the  best  surgeons  in  using 
the  knife  ;  with  this  important  provision,  that  there  are  cases,  which. 
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from  their  situation,  &c.,  would  be  precluded  from  a  cutting  operation 
which  can  be  readily  reached  by  enucleation  ;  the  most  important 
considerations  are  those  which  are  involved  in  cases  where  there  is 
much  induration  extending  into  the  axilla,  where  the  parts  around  aro 
oed^matous,*"  or  where  there  is  reason  to  suspect  any  internal  disease. 

One  great  advantage  of  this  treatment,  however,  consists  in  its 
applicability  as  a  palliative  in  certAin  incurable  cases.  A  lady  from 
South  Wales  consulted  me  last  Spring,  who  had  submitted  within  a 
few  months  to  two  cutting  operations,  the  disease  having  returned 
almost  as  soon  as  the  first  wound  ^had  healed.  A  short  respite  was 
obtained  after  the  second  operation,  but  o^I^  a  short  one,  and  her  sur- 
geons felt  that  no  more  could  be  done,  nhen  she  came  under  my 
care,  an  oval  space,  measuring  seven  inches  in  its  longest  diameter, 
was  found  to  be  occupied  with  two  highly  raised  bosses  of  cancerous 
tissue  ulcerated  throughout  their  whole  extent,  and  separated  for  nearly 
their  whole  length  by  a  chasm  au  some  parts  more  than  two  inches 
deep,  reaching  very  closely  to  the  ribs  ;  the  constant  and  profuse 
offensive  discharge  which  was  flowing  from  this  mass  of  disease,  ren- 
dered the  patient  a  nuisance  to  herself  and  to  all  who  came  near  her, 
while  frequent  outbursts  ^of  haemorrhage  caused  her  much  alarm.  I 
should  have  sent  her  home  at  once  but  for  the  recommendation  of  my 
lost  friend,  who  advised  to  enucleate  as  much  as  possible,  /ind  setting 
to  work  with  a  good  heart,  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  send  her 
home  in  a  good  state  of  general  health,  free  from  pain  and  discharge, 
and  with  a  wound  no  larger  than  a  sixpenny  piece,  which  was  promis- 
ing to  heal.  A  cancerous  tumour  existed  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
opposite  breast,  which,  while  under  the  treatment,  greatly  diminished. 
The  best  evidence  of  the  benefit  of  the  treatment  is,  perhaps,  found 
in  the  fact  th^  her  own  medical  man  (an  allopathic  surgeon  of  great 
repute)  sent  me  a  patient  suffering  from  cancer,  soon  after  her  return". 

The  question  which  really  arises  is  not  so  much.  Can  we  by  this 
means  cure  the  disease?  but  can  anything  at  all  be  done  in  this  dread- 
ful malady  ?  If  so,  can  anything  better  be  done  ?  Can  anything  so 
good  be  done?  Some  cases  are  cured  by  the  knife,  but  how  very  few. 
With  one  exception,  the  cases  in  which  we  performed  enucleation  two 
years  ago  or  nearly  so,  remain  well.  If  it  be  objected  that  this 
method,  as  was  stated  in  No.  87  of  this  Journal,  **  has  been  hitherto 
confined  to  foreign  adventurers,"  I  only  reply  that  if  this  is  true  and 
if  thejre  is  any  worth  in  the  treatment,  the  way  to  take  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  &uch,  is  to  treat  them  ourselves.  We  all  have  such  patients 
to  deal  with,  the  treatment  is  one  which  all  skillful  practitioners  can 
practice  for  themselves,  and  thc^fore,  it  is  our  own  fault  if  we  suffer 
patients,  who  come  to  us  for  aid,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  such  persons. 
My  object  is  not  so  much  to  commend  this  especial  mode  of  treatment, 
as  to  give  my  professional  brethren  an  opportunity  of  judging  for 
themselves,  and  to  urge  upon  them  that  they  should  do  their 
bestf  whatever  that  best  may  be,  for  the  relief  of  a  malady  which,  in 

*  At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  a  patient  in  whom  this  condition  existed,  I  con- 
gented  to  make  an  attempt,  and  to  give  her  a  chance.    The  disease,  however,  outran 
all  efforts  to  overtake  it,  and  the  patient  died  with  the  wound  unhealed. 
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the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  our  very  best  still  leaves  one  of 
the  most  terrible  which  flesh  is  heir  to. 

In  a  recent  paper  read  by  Dr.  Bayes  before  the  British  HomoBop- 
athio  Society,  he  observes  that  the  value  of  Hydrastis  appears  to  be 
evidenced,  especially  in  those  cases  in  which  the  glands  only  are 
affected.  Our  own  experience,  if  I  except  Case  V  (in  which  the  dis- 
eased condition  of  the  uterus  was  much  bettered),  bears  out  this 
observation,  and  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  him  that  it  is  rather  through 
a  specific  action  which  it  exerts  upon  the  glandular  structures  than 
through  any  specific  action  upon  cancer  as  such,  that  the  favorable 
results  which  follow  its  use  depend. — British  Journal  of  HomoBop- 
aihy,  April,  1866. 
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In  the  onward  march  of  science,  there  is  left  in  her  track  the 
debris  of  exploded  theories,  of  false  systems  demolished,  the  rubbish 
of  centuries,  from  which  a  few  golden  grains  have  been  winnowed. 
To  all  this  we  are  wont  to  point  with  pride,  as  evidence  of  progress 
in  the  search  for  truth,  and  on  the  whole  not  without  reason. 

Yet  with  all  our  boasted  attainments,  there  is  enough  of  the  errors 
of  the  past  still  clinging  to  us  to  make  our  demeanor  modest,  and  to 
shaken  an  over-weening  confidence  in  present  acquirements.  We  are 
reminded  of  this  when  we  reflect  that'  in  some  respects  the  progress 
of  the  medical  world  ^has  been  in  a  circle.  Thus,  the  humoral 
pathology  had  its  daj^  passed  away  to  be  held  in  derision  by  the 
Solidists,  who  in  turn  shaped  the  ^opinions  of  their  times ;  and  now 
again  under  the  guidance  of  microscopic  research,  we  come  back  upon 
the  platform  of  humoral  pathology  again. 

But  our  prejudices  in  favor  of  the  obsolete  are  never  so  patent  as 
when  we  examine  our  nosology.  Here  we  use  terms,  which  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  Pathology,  either  mean  nothing, 
mean  what  does  not  exist,  or  mean  so  much  ^as  to  be  vague' and 
indefinite. '  Now  we  hold  that  a  nosological  term,  to  be  of  value, 
should  convey  as  concisely  as  possible,  the  existing,  morbid  condition. 
For  that  condition,  looking  through  and  beyond  the  symptoms,  either 
in  the  structural  changei  that  may  have  taken  place  as  the  result  of 
morbific  forces,  or  in  those  morbific  forces  themselves,  where  we  reach 
the  domain  of  vital  forces,  one  of  the  legs  of  the  tripod  upon  which 
oar  system  of  therapeutics  stands.  It  was  reserved  for  Homeeopath.^ 
to  open  the  outer  door  to  the  arcana  of  these  fot^^^^^  ^lA  ^w^  ^v>   ^ 
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view  of  the  mode  by  which  pathological  changes  are  affected,  and  the 
laws  governing  them.  Much  still  remains  in  doubt.  A  vast  unex- 
plored territory  lies  before  us,  inviting  some  Livingston  in  medicine 
to  the  task  and  the  reward  of  discovery.  For  the  present,  and  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  wc  must  take  the  pathological  condition  as  being 
practically  the  ultimatum,  in  all  cases  regarding  this  condition  as  our 
interpreter  of  the  morbific  forces  operating  behind.  Pathology  is, 
then,  of  use  to  Homoepathic  physicians,  much  as  has  been  said  to  the 
contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Our  No*sology  must  be  based  upon  our  Pathology,  the  latter  being 
or  representing  the  condition  to  which  the  former  must  give  a  name. 
In  this  respect,  the  terms  employed  by  our  ancestors  were  correct 
enough,  because  by  them  was  expressed  all  that  was  then  known  of 
the  condition  of  disease  (Pathology).  But  now,  when  many  of  the 
hitherto  dark  places  have  been  lighted  up  by  the  torch  of  modern 
discovery,  it  becomes  us  to  make  our  Nosology  correspond  ;  in  other 
words,  to  make  it  express  just  what  we  know  of  the  morbid  condition. 
But  is  it  so  ?  How  many  of  the  terms  employed  by  members  of  the 
Profession,  are  objectionable,  on  grounds  already  indicated  ?  Take 
Bilious  Colic,  that  scape  goat  which  has  borne  away  to  oblivion,  the 
errors  and  the  ignorance,  the  doubts  and  the  fears  of  Doctors,  a  term 
which  it  is  true  our  recent  works  on  Nosology  and  Practice  have  very 
commendably  rejected,  but  which  clings  as  persistently  to  the  tongue 
of  many  of  our  fraternity,  as  does  the  Celtic  brogue  to  the  tongue  fo 
our  adopted  Emerald  Islander.  What  is  Bilious  Colic  ?  Not  what 
are  the  symptoms  that  indicate  it,  but  what  is  the  thing  ?  What  is 
the  exact  condition  to  which  we  may  legitimately  afl&x  the  term 
Bilious  Colic  ?  Evidently  enough  the  term  is  vague,  it  having  been 
employed  to  designate  (?)  what  is  now  known  to  embrace  several 
different,  and  sometimes  undistinguishable  morbid  conditions.  1. 
Intussusception.  2.  The  passage  of  calculi  through  the  biliary  ducts. 
3.  Intestinal  concretions.  4.  Spasmodic  contraction  of  the  bowel. 
5.  Strangulation  of  the  bowel  by  fibrinous  bands,  the  result  of  inflam- 
mation. 0.  Paralysis  of  the  nerves  supplying  the  muscular  coat  of 
the  bowel,  producing  obstruction  by  suspending  peristaltic  action.  7. 
The  passage  of  renal  calculi  through  the  ureters.  Upon  homoeopathic 
practitioners,  as  a  class,  it  has  been  charged  that  they  reject  pathology 
as  a  guide  in  the  selection  of  remedies,  that  they  insist  upon  the 
symptoms  exclusively  as  furnishing  the  indications  of  cure,  and 
therefore,  are  not  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  ;  that  it  makes  no  sort  of 
difference  whether  the  morbid  symptoms  in  a  given  case  depend,  for 
instance,  upon  a  foreign  substance  within  the  tissues  of  the  organism, 
or  whether  those  symptoms  are  the  natural  signs  of  idiopathic  disease. 
If  it  be  conceded  that  we  follow  the  guidance  of  this  erratic  mentor — 
symptomatology,  that  it  is  the  groundwork  of  our  system — we  cannot 
escape  the  conclusion  that  a  man  may  be  a  practitioner  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, and  yet  be  ignorant  of  Pathology,  or  even  of  the  tissues  and 
organs  of  the  human  body.  The  inference  is  pressed  still  further — 
and  to  our  discredit  if  it  be  legitimate— that  the  inevitable  tendency 
of  the  new  system  is  to  obliterate  all  lines  of  demarcation  between 
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different  diseases  ;  that  this  must  grow  out  of  the  very  principle 
adopted  by  us  as  the  guiding  spirit  in  the  selection  of  the  means  of 
cure.  But  no.  Its  claims  to  pre-emiuece  ar^  rested  mainly  upon  die 
principle  of  applying  drug  action  to  diseased  vital  forces,  rather  than 
to  their  pathological  products.  Such  we  believe  to  be  the  distinctive 
fundamental  feature  of  homoeopathy,  the  homoeopathic  relations  of 
the  drug  to  the  disease,  and  the  matter  of  the  dose  being  but  corrol- 
laries  of  tlie  proposition. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  onr  system  recognizes  no  utility  in  a 
knowledge  of  the  remotet. causes  of  disease;  none  in  a  study  of  the 
structural  changes  produced  in  their  course ;  that  whether  we 
discriminate  between  diseases  or  not,  we  shall  be  equally  successful 
in  treatment.  Let  this  be  published  to  the  world  as  a  part  of  our 
creed,  and  we  must  be  content  to  rest  under  the  imputation  of  being 
humbugs  and  pretenders,  precisely  the  position  assigned  us  by  our 
worst  enemies  of  the  dominant  school. 


THE  QBEAT  MORAL.  CENSOR. 


In  the  Lancet  of.  March  18th  appears  the  following  enigmatic 
sentence  : — 

DISPENSARY   REPORTS. 

''  Thomas. — The  position  of  a  homoeopath  w  ith  a  practitioner  of 
legitimate  medicine  may  be  socially  good,  whilst  all  communication 
with  him  professionally  should  be  repudiated.  If  the  person  is  of 
good  character,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  refuse  him  admission  to  the 
club." 

In  the  name  of  all  that  is  humorous,  what  does  our  old  friend 
mean  ?  Does  he  really  intend  to  say  that  the  **  orthodox  "  Thomas 
may  shake  hands  with  a  homoeopath  ?  that  he  may  meet  in  the  same 
room,  sit  at  the  same  table,  read  the  same  papers,  and  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  refuse  him  admission  to  the  same  club  on  an  equality 
with  "  Thomas  the  legitimate  V 

The  Lancet's  language  is  often  obscure  and  oracular,  but  it  was 
never  more  so  than  in  the  passage  before  us .  "  The  position  of  a 
homoeopath  with  a  practitioner  of  legitimate  medicine  may  be  socially 
good."  Does  he  mean  relatively  ?  Has  he  really  discovered  that 
physicians  practicing  homoeopathy  are,  after  all,  honest  men,  and  that 
in  spite  of  all  the  objurgations  of  the  Lancet  they  are  still  able  to 
hold  their-heads*  above  the  ^ooial  stream  ? 

We  opine  that  the  Lancet  and  the  "  inane  Thomas  "  begin  to  feel 
how  utterly  despicable  their  ** little  game''  against  homoeopathy  ap- 
pears, to  men  capable  of  appreciating  that  which  is  noble  and  gentle- 
manly in  public  opponents  ;  they  feel  the  "'.conscious  blush  of  shame  " 
at  the  "  position,  sScially,  morally,  and  medically,"  as  bad  as  can  be, 
into  which  they  have,  very  ridiculously,  been  led  by  the  great 
"  British  Medical  Ass,"  which,  bred  in  Worcester  some  years  gone 
by,  has  put  on  the  lion's-sldn  of  Medical  TsaRORiSBr,  and  ^oii^Vt^* 
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ing  about  the  country  ever  since  against  medical  liberty^  and  espec- 
ially against  the  medical  reform  proposed  by  homoeopathy. — (British) 
Monthly  Horn.  Review,  May. 


Pain  in  the  Loins. — Many  have  difficulty  in  determining  the 
diagnostic  value  of  pain  in  the  lumbar  region.  Dr.  Okie  say^,  If  the 
pain  he  rheumatic  it  will  be  increased  by  pressure,  and  by  the 
slightest  action  of  the  muscles  affected.  If  from  the  liver  the  pain 
will  shoot  upward  along  the  splanchnic  nerves  to  the  scapulas.  If 
from  the  dteodenum,  three  or  four  hours  after  the  meal,  the  pain  will 
be  aggravated,  shooting  through  toward  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen, 
and  rtemaining  till  the  food  has  part  the  jejunum.  If  from  the  kidneys, 
the  pain  will  shoot  downward  along  the  course  of  the  spermatic 
nerves,  and  there  will  be  more  or  less  irritation  of  the  bladder.  If 
from  the  uterus,  the  pain  will  be  of  a  neuralgic  character,  and  more 
or  less  paroxysmal,  if  the  disease  is  functional ;  but  will  be  constant 
and  severe,  passing  downward  along  the  crural  nerve,  if  from  struct- 
ural disease.  If  from  the  colon,  there  will  be  constipstion,  and 
inflation  in  the  course  of  the  bowel,  with  soreness  on  pressure. — Eclec- 
tic Medical  Journal. 


The  Kenosha  Water  Cure,  a  Homoeopathic  and  Hygienic  Insti- 
tute, presents  many  inducements  to  invalids.  It  is  situated  on  Lake 
Michigan,  about  midway  between  Chicago  and  Milwaukee.  The 
climate  of  this  part  of  Wisconsin  is  cooler  in  Summer  than  Minnesota, 
and  warmer  in  Winter.  The  proprietor  has  secured  the  services  of 
Prof.  Gatchell,  who  possesses  great  skill  in  the  treatment  of  chronic 
maladies.  The  Institute  being  well  conducted,  the  physician  skilful 
and  attentive,  and  the  climate  salubrious,  we  think  this  Institution 
can  be  safely  recommended  to  patients. 


||n5fluaL 


Dr.  Henry  Pearce  returns  to  Green  Bay  upon  the  urgent  request 
of  his  former  patrons. 

Dr.  F.  C  Hunt  has  removed  to  Milwaukee  and  will  practice  with 
Dr.  Leuthstrom  there. 


■»■  ♦-♦■ 


The  Michigan  Hom(£opathic  Institute  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  in  the  basement  room  of  the  Central  Methodist  Episcopal 
Ghnrch,  at  Detroit,  on  Friday,  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1865,  at  10  a.  m. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Drake  will  deliver  the  address . 

For  account  of  Committees  expected  to  report,  see  page  160  of  this 
number.  

Errata. — ^On  page  158,  line  21,  read  13th  of  June  instead  of  ISA. 
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ANinTAIi   ATIT>TlEBa 

Delivered  before  the  Michigan  Homaopathic  Institute,  by  E.  H, 
Drake,  M.  D,  yof  Detroit,  June  13,  1866.  Published  by  request 
of  the  Society. 

Haying  been  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Institute,  to  ad< 
dress  its  members  on  the  present  occasion,  I  reluctantly  proceed  to 
perform  the  allotted  task,  for  task  it  really  is,  being  conscious,  as  I 
am,  of  my  inability  to  instruct,  or  even  to  interest.  It  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  withdraw  the  mind  from  the  daily  rounds  of  practice,  and 
have  it  relieved  from  the  task  of  analysing  and  combining  symptoms, 
deducing  from  them  a  true  diagnosis,  selecting  remedies  and  determ- 
ing  prognosis.  Besides  the  different  subjectsjpertaining  to  the  science 
of  medicine  have  been  so  often  and  ably  discussed,  and  subjected  to 
such  exhaustive  research,  that  it  is  difficult  for  one  engaged  in  the 
active  and  onerous  duties  of  practice,  to  elicit  any  new  fact. 

Our  literature  is  so  lumbered  with  crude  statements,  hasty  con- 
clusions and  speculative  conjectures,  that  we  are  compelled  to  dis- 
criminate closely,  sift  carefully,  and  test  in  the  crucible  of  experience, 
before  we  are  able  to  say  whether  so  much  rubbish  contains  even  a 
single  diamond  of  truth.  To  learn  what  is  written  is  not  so  much  of 
a  task  as  to  separate  the  reliable  from  the  unreliable,  the  useful  from 
the  useless.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  our  Materia  Medica. 
Many  prolific  writers  seem  to  have  quite  ignored  the  method  adopted 
by  the  founder  of  homoeopathy,  and  his  early  disciples, — of  carefiilly 
proving  a  remedy  before  prescribing  it  in  disease,  and  to  have  largely 
fallen  into  the  old  practice  of  giving  clinical  experience,  with  crude 
and  often  massive  doseia,  combined  with  theoretical  and  speculative 
conjectures,  as  the  basis  of  therapeutical  use.  One  writer  cures  diph- 
theria in  its  worst  forms,  and  in  seventy  successive  cases,  readily  and 
certainly,  with  a  remedy  that  others  cannot,  after  the  most  carefol 
trials,  obtain  any  benefit  from  whatever.     AnotheT,  \i\^  m  \\x^  ^tO' 
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fessiop,  cures  the  same  disease  invariably  with  the  two  hundreth  of 
remedies,  that  seeijD  to  have  little  or  no  pathogenetic  relation  to*  the 
diseased  action.  Another,  whose  medical  life  from  the  first  day  he  was 
a  student,  scarce  numbers  two  dozen  months,  administers  a  new  rem- 
edy in  some  dangerous  case  of  disease,  the  diagnosis  of  which  must 
be  taken  without  question,  and  forthwith  an  article  is  prepared  for  a 
Journal,  and  the  author  has  set  his  first  mile  stone  on  the  high  road 
to  the  temple  of  fame.  These  confident  statements  and  empirical 
speculations,  often  times  so  bewilder  the  mind  and  impair  its  confi- 
dence as  to  make  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  determine  how  much  and 
what  is  true  and  reliable,  and  what  and  how  much  is  to  be  thrown 
aside  as  rubbish,  which,  having  served  the  purpose  of '  giving  the 
writer  the  gratification  of  seeing  his  name  in  print,  is  of  no  further  use. 

I  would  not  be  thought  as  wishing  to  discourage  the  giving  our  ex- 
perience, or  making  others  acquainted  with  any  important  facts  we 
may  obtain  by  careful  study,  investigation  and  practice  ;  but  let  us  be 
well,  satisfied  they  are  facts.  Instead  ot  generalizing,  let  us  be  par- 
ticular. Thus,  instead  of  saying  we  gave  a  certain  remedy  in  a 
certain  disease,  let  us  carefully  detail  the  symptoms,  so  that  others 
can  judge  somewhat  of  the  correctness  of  our  diagnosis  ;  and  if  cor- 
rect, so  that  we  can  note  the  slightest  shades  of  difference  between  it 
and  some  similar  case,  in  which  we  may  feel  disposed  to  prescribe  the 
vaunted  medicament ;  for  often,  the  success  of  our  prescription  de- 
pends upon  some  slight  difference  in  symptoms,  or  in  their  combina- 
tion or  succession.  Instead  of  saying  this  or  that  medicine  was 
given,  we  ought  to  give  the  potency,  and  whether  decimal  or  centesimal. 

There  is  quite  a  difference  between  giving  the  Ist  decimal  trituration 
in  one  or  two  grain  doses,  or  the  1st  decimal  dilution  in  two  or  three 
drop  doses,  and  in  giving  the  same  remedies  in  the  3d,  6th  or  80th 
potency.. 

We  cannot  be  too  particular  and  precise  in  detailing  facts,  ht 
always  their  valiie  depends  upon  their  intelligibility  and  accurracy. 
Clinical  experience  is  of  much  importance,  but  it  must  come  to  us  in 
such  a  manner  that  we  can  obtain  a  distinct  idea  of  the  ca^e  in  all  itis 
bearings ;  that  we  cun  mentally  be  present,  and  take  cognisance  of 
everything  relating  to  it.  Then  o;i/y  are  we  able  to  appreciate  the 
instruction  intended  to  be  imparted,  and  derive  benefit  from  it  in  the 
cure  of  disease.  It  is  this  we  all  are  striving  for  and  working  for. 
The  safest,  surest  and  quickest  method  of  curing  disease,  is  the  great 
desiratum  of  all  physicians.  This  should  be  the  end  aimed  at  in  all 
our  studies,  in  all  our  investigations.     All  things  else  with  the  consoi- 
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entious  are  made  sabservient  to  this  one.    Tite  cure  of  disease,  and 

C 

oonsequent  mitigation  of  human  suffering,  in  alone  sufficient  to  stamp 
excelsior  on  our  banner,  and  inspire  us  with  somewhat  of  the  spirit 
of  Him  who  healed  the  sick,  cleansed  the  leper  and  made  the  lame  to 
walk. 

But  in  order  to  do  this  successfully  and  certainly,  there  are  pre- 
requisites absolutely  essential,^  without  which  we  shall  ever  be  grop- 
ing in  the  mists  of  doubt  and  hesitation.  First  and  foremost,  is  a 
competent  knowledge  of  anatomy.  This  is  the  foundation  on  which 
we  must  rear  our  superstructure,  if  we  expect  it  to  withstand  the 
storms  and  tempests  of  daily  practice.  As  well  expect  to  safely  glide 
over  old  ocean's  bosom,  without  a  knowledge  of  his  hidden  rocks,  fhis 
shoals  and  quicksands. 

A  sine  qua  non,  also,  is  a  knowledge  of  healthy  action,  or  of  those 
active  functional  relations,  the  harmonious  combination  of  which  eon- 
stitutes  health.  Unless  we  fully  understand  healthy  action,  we  most 
assuredly  shall  not  be  able  to  detect  diseased. 

One  groat  difficulty  the  profession  has  to  contend  with  is,  a  dispo- 
sition to  laxity  in  these  groundworks  of  a  medical  education.  Stu- 
dents hurry  on  to  assume  the  practical  and  responsible  duties  of  the 
physician,  before  they  have  been  fairly  students.  Young  men  seem 
anxious  to  enter  the  inner  court  of  the  temple,  without  passing  through 
the  outer  gate.  I  have  been  led  to  these  reflections  by  the  fact  that 
young  men  have  been  encouraged  to  enter  upon  practice  before  they 
had  completed  one  third  of  the  allotted  time  of  the  student ;  and 
candidates  have  presented  themselves  for  admission  into  this  Insti- 
tute, who  could  not  tell  which  side  of  the  heart  circulated  red  blood, 
or  even  how  many  cavities  the  heart  contains.  Students  are  allowed 
to  obtain  diplomas  from  our  colleges,  short  of  a  full  compliance  with 
their  prescribed  rules,  and  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  in  some  in- 
stances, without  being  present  at  all  during  the  course  at  which  they 
graduate.  This  is  all  wrong,  and  gross  injustice  to  those  who  earn- 
estly strive  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  profession  by 
complying  with  all  the  requirements.  If  we  wish  to  elevate  our 
profession,  we  cannot  exercise  too  much  care  in  guarding  its  walls. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  e?id  tabe  attained  is  the  cure  of  disease, 
in  the  safest  and  speediest  manner  possible.  Is  it  not,  then,  necessary, 
that  we  should  have  a  knowledge  of  diseased  action?  That  we  shall 
be  able  to  detect  those  changes  in  function,  and  alterations  in  struc- 
ture, which  if  not  the  disease  itself,  are  its  legitimate  offspring,  and. 
betray  its  presence?     That  we  shall  be  able  to  p\«k.Qe  xJii^  ^\i^^\:^%»>N^. 
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wtTBt  on  the  diseased  spot,  and  say  positively  what  tissue  is  involved, 
how  affected,  and  to  what  extent  ?  This  knowledge  comes  within  the 
domain  of  pathology,  and  yet,  articles  are  written  to  prove  this  is  not 
necessary  to  the  practitioner,  and  is  not,  and  should  not  he  made,  the 
basis  of  therapeutics ;  or  determine  the  selection  of  the  appropriate 
remedy.  With  all  due  defference  to  those  who  entertain  such  views, 
I  believe  the  assumption  is  a  fallacy,  and  if  followed,  will  lead  us  into 
difficulties  interminable,  and  from  which  it  will  be  quite  impossible 
ibr  us  to  extricate  ourselves  without  loss  of  honor  and  reputation. 
By  pathology,  in  its  broadest  sense,  is  understood  all  that  we  can 
learn  of  disease,  including  its  etiology,  semiology,  diagnosis  and 
prognosis.  The  first  of  these  is  often  important,  and  cannot  be  neg* 
lected  without  detriment.  But  often,  and  in  the  large  majoHty  of 
Tsases,  the  cause  is  occult,  deeply  hidden  in  the  werld  of  causes,  and 
all  our  speculations  concerning  it  will  be  futile.  What  do  we  know  of 
the  cause  of  typhoid  fever,  rubeola  or  cholera,  or  any  other  of  the  inany 
diseases  that  often  sweep  over  the  world  with  such  fearful  fatality  ? 
Nothing,  absolutely  nothing.  The  truth  is,  morbific  forces,  like  reme- 
dial agents,  are  often  imponderable.  But  none  the  less  real,  none  the 
less  potent ;  and  if  we  doubt  the  power  of  the  one,  we  may  equally 
so  that  of  the  other.  In  cases  of  injury  or  expossure  to  cold,  or  when 
some  violation  of  the  laws  of  health  is  obvious,  the  cause  is  palpable. 
Even  then  it  is  not  easy  to  say  why  one  should  have  Pneumonia, 
another  Tonsilitis,  another  Pleuritis,  and  so  on.  We  may  ascribe  it 
to  predisposition  ;  but  here  we  come  at  least  upon  the  borders  of  the 
unknown.  We  have  to  deal  with  effects  while  in  this  world  of  effects, 
and  it  is  laudable  to  trace  these  back  to  causes  as  far  as  is  practicable. 

'  Disease  in  its  essence  is  not  a  unit,  but  multiform ;  and  also 
dynamic.  To  combat  it  successfully,  we  must  reaprt  to  dynamic  and 
diverse  remedies.  Of  one  thing  we  may  be  certain,  it  had  its  origin 
in  violated  law,  and  having  once  been  given  birth,  is  propagated  by  the 
same  causes  in  which  it  first  originated.  Although  we  may  not  be 
able  to  always  say  satisfactorily  to  ourselvess  or  intelligently  to  others 
what  disease  is  in  its  essence,  yet  there  are  always  sufficient  disturb- 
ances in  the  organism,  to  make  us  aware  of  its  presence,  to  warn  us 
of  danger,  and  to  enable  us  to  determine  its  character.  While  I 
would  not  underrate  symptoms,  well  knowing  that  it  is  only  through 
them  we  can  obtain  any  idea  of  diseased  action,  yet  I  am  well  aware 
»  that  they  are  often  most  deceptive,  and  will  lead  us  into  errors  deep 
and  difficult,  unless  we  are  are  prepared  to  understand  them,  and  give 
them  their  true  import.    They  can  anli/  be  of  importance  as  they  in* 
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form  us  of  ^he  presence  of  disease,  its  locality,  its  nature,  its  eztemt, 
and  the  changes  in  structure  that  have  been,  and  are  taking  place. 
The  same  symptom  may  be,  and  often  is,  the  result  of  entirely  differ- 
ent pathological  states,  and  requires  very  different  remedies  for  its 
removal.  Thus,  an  acute,  cutting  pain  in  the  side,  may  be  produced 
by  pleuritic  inflammation,  or  nervous  irritation.  Pain  in  the  knee 
may  be  caused  by  inflammatory  or  reflected  action.  Nausea  and  vom« 
iting  may  be  the  restilt  of  renal,  uterine,  hepatic,  gastric  or  cerebral 
disease.  It  is  only  when  we  take  the  symptoms  as  a  whole,  and  from 
them  deduce  the  actual  pathological  state,  that  they  become  of  that  great 
importance  in  the  cure  of  disease,  which  they  are  destined  to  occupy. 
A  pneumonia,  or  any  other  given  case  of  disease,  may  assume  very 
dight  or  very  great  shades  of  difference,  in  consequence  pi  diversity 
of  cause,  temperament  and  other  circumstances,  some  of  which  may 
be  adventitious,  and  others  dynamic ;  some  palpable,  and  others 
occult.  It  is  these  shades  of  difference  that  claim  our  careful  atten- 
tion, and  set  aside  the  objection  often  urged,  that  we  treat  the  name 
and  not  the  disease,  when  we  prescribe  pathologically.  If  we  well 
understand  the  symptoms  evolved,  and  not  only  the  nature  of  the 
morbid  action  by  which  they  are  produced,  but  the  alterations  in 
function,  and  changes  of  structure,  whjch  have  been  and  are  taking  place, 
we  shall  be  able  to  bring  our  treatment  to  bear  upon  the  disease,  in 
such  manner,  and  with  such  certainty,  as  will  afford  us  a  cure  where 
a  cure  is  possible. 

Disease  is  not  only  multiform  and  dynamic,  but  speciflc,  observing 
the  law,  that  like  causes  produce  like  effects.  It  expends  its  force 
in  certain  directions.  In  consequence  of  this  specific,  and  we  may 
say,  eclectic  character,  a  certain  combinatisn  of  symptoms  has  re- 
ceived a  definite  name,  to  express  its  individuality ;  and  while  we 
may  become  familiar  with  each  genus,  we  can  only  becotne  well 
acquainted  with  each  species  by  individual  examination.  l/Hiile  we 
recognize  it  as  a  member  of  the  same  family,  we  must  still  regard  it^ 
as  a  distinct  individual.  What  has  been  said  of  pneumonia,  is  equally 
true  of  other  diseases  ;  and  what  is  true  of  disease,  is,  and  must  be 
true  of  medicinal  agents ;  otherwise  there  is  not  that  intimate  sim- 
larity  between  the  effects  of  disease,  and  the  action  of  such  agents  on 
the  organism,  as  is  necessary  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  univer- 
sal applicability  of  simHia  simikbtiSf  as  a  law  of  cure.  A  medicinal 
disease  is  known  by  its  symptoms,  and  we  determine  whether  it  is  of 
this  or  that  family,  and  also  its  individuality,  by  the  peculiar  charao- 
ter  and  combination  which  they  .assume.^JThus,  we  ma^  ^xi^^Sdl^ 
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brain  principally  involved,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  detect  with  toler- 
able certainty,  which  of  the  narcotic  poisons  has  been  administered, 
and  is  thus  presented  and  mirrored  in  the  existing  state.  We  are 
able  to  distinguish  the  opium  disease  from  the  belladonna,  and  either 
from  the  stramonium  or  hyosciapius.  Perhaps  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines are  the  suffering  organs,  and  then  we  shall  equally  be  able  to 
say  whether  Arsenic,  Corrosive  sublimate,  or  some  other  deleterious 
substance,  having  an  affinity  for  those  organs,  has  given  rise  to  the 
existing  symptoms.  In  one  case  we  may  call  the  disease  cerebral,  and 
in  the  other  gastro-enteritic  ;  and  we  quite  readily  detect  the  shades 
of  difference  in  the  pathological  state  of  the  suffering  organs^.  '  It  is 
our  apprieciation  of  this  difference,  even  though  it  may  be  slight,  that 
enables  =  us  to  select  the*  appropriate  remedy  when  we  find  similar 
pathological  Atates  present  from  "morbific  causes.  It  is  orAj  by  or 
through  an  intimate  knowledge  of  disease,  as  it  is  presented  in  its  in- 
dividuality, combined  with  ^  an  equally  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
pathogenesis  of  individual  remedies,  that  we  can  hope,  or  expect,  to 
prescribe  with  that  certainty  of  success  that  will  alone  secure  to  our 
profession  the  position  of  a  science  ;  for  all  science  has  \i^  foundation 
in  law.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  have  a  law  of  cure  by  which  we 
profess  to  be  guided,  but  we  must  thoroughly  understand  what\^  to  be 
cured,  as  well  as  the  means  to  accomplish  it ;    otherwise   our   efforts 

will  prove  uncertain,  and  often  mischievous.  Medicines,  like  dis- 
eases, act  dynamically  and  also  specifically.     Morbific  agents  (unless 

mechanical  or  chemical),  operate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  destroy  or 
pervert^ the  harmonious  influx  between  the  soul  and  body,  thus  caus- 
ing perversion  of  function,  change  of  structure,  and  if  sufficiently 
intense,  destructipn  of  tissue  and  death.  Hence,  in  proportion  to 
the  intensity  of  action,  or  the  inherent  power  of  the  cause,  will  be  the 
severity, pf  disease.  At  times,  only  exciting  the  vital  forces  to  in- 
creased resistance,  constituting  what  is  called  the  sthenic  condition ; 
at  others,  more  or  less  completely  overpowering  them,  causing  what 
is  termed  the  asthenic  type.  In  both  cases  the  power  is  active,  and 
may  be  the  samey  only  varying  in  intensity. 

These  predicates'  are  equally  true  of  medicinal  agents.  They 
must  be  dynamic,. and  capable  of  affecting  the  organism,  through  the 
ohanges  they  induce  on  those  forces,- the  uninterrupted  influx  of 
which  is  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  material  body.  For  whether 
life  first  manifests  itself  in  aprimofdial  cell  of  infinitesimal,  or  grosser 
proportions,  there  mw5if  be  a  j^n'wjMWt  woi;f?25,  which  MuUer  declares 
is  nothing  less  than  ther  rational  souLjtself,  which  thus  clothes  itself 
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in  material  fprm  ;  between  which  and  such:  power  there  must  ever 
be  a  current  of  living  force.  Hence,  all  changes,  effected  either  to- 
wards disease  or  health,  must-, be  by  agents  acting  upon  these  life 
forces  through  the  medium  of  the  senses,  or  by  agents  changing  the 
Hying  influx,  through  impressions  made  on  the  nervous  filaments  of 
the  diseased  organs  themselves.  Disease,  then,  is  but  the  result  of 
some  agent,  inimical  to  life,  acting  upon  the  life  giving  forces  of  the 
organism,  and  may  always  be  regarded  as  a  greater  or  less  approxi- 
mation to  death.  Such  agent  may  be,  and  often  is,  occult  and 
imponderable.  Poisons  may  cause  destruction  of  tissue  and  conse- 
quent death,  by  virtue  of  their  chemical  or  caustic  action^  but 
medicines  cure,  only  by  virtue  of  their  capability  of  affecting  the  life 
force,  and  they  do  this  in  consequence  of  their  inherent  power,  whioh| 
like  that  of  morbific  agents^  is  often  occult  and  imponderable.  And 
this,  to  effect  a  cure,  must  act  upon  the  diseased  part  primarily  and 
principally,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  life  forces.  We  orUy  know 
what  part  or  tissue  is  effected,  by  carefully  noting  the  symptoms 
evolved,  and  revealing  their  meaning  by  pathological  research  ;  so  we 
know  what  part  or  tissue  any  medicii;ial  agent  effects,  only  sq  far  as 
the  symptoms  it  produces  correspond  :with  those  which  such  patho- 
logical research  informs  us  are  indicative  of  ^ea^a  of  such  part  or 
tissue.  Ail  medicines  are  eclectic  affecting  certain  organs  primarily, 
and  others  secondarily.  Thus,  aloes  primarily  affects  the  rectujn^, 
opium  the  brain,  and  tartar  emetic  the  stomach  ;  and  although  two 
or  more  remedies  may  have  an  affinity  for  a  certain  part,  yet  ecu:h 
differs  from  the  others  in  its  effects,  ofj;en  but  slightly,  yet  none  the 
less  certainly.  Hence,  each  can  only  he  adapted  to  a  partictclar  state, 
corresponding  to  that  which  it  would  itself  produce  ;  for  only  in  ihia 
manner  can  it  act  directly  upon  the  diseased  part.  Hence,  like  symp- 
toms proceed  from  the  same  parta  being  affected  in  a  similar  manner. 

Analogous  remedies  have  these  shades  of  difference,  and  the  same 
remedy  will  produce  somewhat  dissimilar  symptoms  in  different  per- 
sons. But  all  these  differences,  and  shaldes  of  differences,  only  cor- 
respond to  the  same,  in  diseases  of  the  same  :  generic  type,  affecting 
similar  organs  in  different  pers^ons.  Hence,  there  is  a  close  analogy, 
between  the  action  of  morbific,  and  mejiicinal  agents  ;  and  the  more 
minutely  and  carefully  we  trace .  out  this  analogy,,  the  more  certainly 
and  speedily  we  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  ^at  purpose,  which  has 
been  stated  to  be  the  end.  of  all  medical  /science,  viz  :  the  cure  of 
disease.  When  we  are  sbli"  certainly  to  detect  the  nature  of  any  given 
case  of  disease,  toge^ther  with  thp  changes  that  have  taken  plfte^ 
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from  the  healthy  state,  with  all  the  slighest  shades  of  difFerenoe  in- 
duced by  age,  sex,  temperament,  &c.;  then  only,  shall  we  be  able 
to  bring  our  intimate  knowledge  of  Materia  Medica  into  the  best  pos- 
sible use  in  the  cure  of  our  patientis.  Medical  practice  will  then  have 
attained  to  the  dignity  of  a  science  ;  for  it  will  then  rest  upon,  and 
be  guided  by,  that  which  all  science  ever  rests  upon,  and  is  guided  by» 
vis.:  law.  And  this  kvw  will  be  that  of  similarity  between  the  dis- 
eased states,  produced  by  morbific  agents,  and  the  diseased  states 
brought  on  by  medicinal  agents,  acting  upon  healthy  organisms,  when 
taken  in  sufficient  quantities,  and  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
develope  their  full  effects.  Then  will  have  dawned  that  era  in  medi- 
cine (may  we  not  hope  it  will  be  golden),  in  which  healthy  organs 
will  not  be  made  to  directly  suffer  for  the  sins  of  a  diseased  neighbor  ; 
but  remedies  will  be  given  that  act  directly  on  the  diseased  part  fbr 
which  they  have  an  affinity,  and  to  which  they  bear  a  pathological  rela- 
tion. Thus  the  citadal  of  the  destroying  angel  will  be  attacked,  and 
not  his  outposts. 

But  we  must  not  expect  medicine  to  ever  become  what  is  called 
one  of  the  exact  sciences.  The  astronomer  and  the  chemist  has  to 
deal  with  dead  matter,  and  can  calculate  the  strength  of  the  forces 
operating ;  the  amount  of  cesistance  to  be  overcome.  The  physician 
has  to  deal  with  the  living  tissues,  subject  to  conditions  and  circum- 
stances beyond  his  control.  We  cannot  mathematically  estimate  the 
strength  of  hereditary  predisposition.  We  cannot  weigh  or  analyse 
those  hidden  forces,  whose  deleterious  influence  we  must  combat,  and 

if  possible  overcome.  We  cannot  tell  precisely  what  inroads  the 
disease  has  already  made  on  the  integrity  of  the  intimate  and  primary 

tissue  of  organs.  We  cannot  calculate  how  much  the  vital  forces 
have  been  weakened,  and  the  consequent  powers  of  resistance  les- 
sened, by  intemperance  in  eating  and  drinking;  by  improper  modes 
in  dressing,  and  the  thousand  follies  in  which  people  take  delight. 
We  must  remember,  that, 

*<  All  OUT  views  may  come  to  nought, 
/  Wlien  erery  nerve  is  stoained." 

It  is  difficult  to  always  so  adapt  the  strength  of  the  remedy  to  the 
susceptibility  of  the  diseased  part,  as  to  bring  its  curative  power  into 
the  best  possible  relation,  that  we  may  obtain  the  most  complete  re- 
sults, the  case  admits.  In  these  respects,  medicine  is  but  the  imal- 
ogue  of  some  other  scifpces.  Agriculture  is  such  an  one.  No  ode, 
however  skilled  and  learned  he  may  be,  can  till  the  soil,  and  make 
definite  calculations  as  to  the  result.  As  in  medicine,  there  are  con- 
ditions and  circumstances  attendant  and  impending,  over  which  he 
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hM  not,  nor  oMi  kftve  abfiotatd  control,  thete  are  forces  ej^e^iing, 
the  strength  of  which  he  cannot  mathematically  estimate.  Aitet* 
every  known  condition  has  been  falfiUed,  every  possible  degree  of 
prudence  been  taken,  and  the  most  vigilant  sagacity  been  exercised, 
bis  most  reasonable  anticipations  may  fail.  The  same  means  which 
succeed  at  one  time,  fiail^at  another.  Yet  the  fature  of  medicine  is 
bright,  compared  with  the  past.  What  Newton  did  for  astronomy,- 
Laviaser  for  chemistry,  and  Haller  for  physiology,  Hahnemann  did 
for  medicine.  He  discovered  a  primary  law,  or  fact,  around  which  all 
our  theories  must  revolve,  and  to  which  they  should  ever  point.  This 
is  supreme,  and  governs  all  curative  action.  Under  its  influence  the 
practice  of  medicine  becomes  rational,  inductive,  steady,  progressive, 
and  reasonably  certain  in  its  results ;  subverting  theoretical  speculations 
and  dogmatic  rules ;  bringing  therapeutics  into  harmony  with  the 
vital  forces  of  the  organism.  Medicine  thus  becomes  the  handmftid 
of  Nature,  aiding  and  assisting  her  to  overcome  the  obstacles  to  her 
harmonious  and  consequent  healthy  action.  Let  us,  then,  carefully 
learn  the  pathological  conditions  as  the  basis  of  therapeutics.  Heir^; 
as  in  the  other  sciences,  hypothesis  need  no  longer  be  tolerated.  Med- 
icine ought  not,  and  true  medical  science  does  not,  acknowledge  her 
as  a  legitimate  servant.  The  cyclus  of  her  empire  is  passed,  and  the 
genius  of  rational  induction  is  now  the  only  power  under  whos6  in- 
fluence the  votary  of  truth  presses  forward  to  conquests  in  the  fields 
of  knowledge. 


■»«»  ^ 


MZCEttGAlf  fiOXOSbPATHiO  mSTlTUTE. 


Sitth  Annual  Meeting, 

The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Michigltn  Homoeopathic  Institute 
was  held  at  Detroit  in  the  basement  room  of  the  Central  Methodist 
Church,  on  Tuesday,  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1865. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Dr.  J.  M.  Long,  of  Coldwater, 
was  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  one  of  the  members,  im  invitation  was  extended  to 
Professor  Beakley  of  ^e  N.  T.  Homceopathlo  College,  and  Professor 
H.  C.  Allen  of  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathio  College,  to  participate  in 
the  deliberations  of  the  Institute. 

The  Committee  on  PubUeation  made  w  verbal  report  which  was 
accepted. 
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Dr.  F.  X.  SpraQger  of  Oommittee  on  Itobinia  pseiulo-acaciait  v^^^ 
a  report  which  w^s  accepted. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Jones  made  an  interesting  report  on  the  subject  of  Drug 
Provings. 

The  prder  of  business  was  then  suspended,  and  the  Annual  Ad- 
dress delivered  by  the  President,  E.'»H.  Drake,  M.  D.   ' 

On  motion  of.  Dr.  A.  Walker,  the  thanks  of  the  Institute  were 
tendered  to  Dr.  Drake  for  his  interestiiig  and  able  address. 

Prof.  Beakley  then  addressed  the  Institute,  warmly  commending 
the  address  of  Dr.  Drake,  and  congratulating  the  Michigan  Homoeo- 
paths at  the  success  of  the  Institute. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Craig,  the  Institute  voted  to  publisn  the  address. 

Dr.  Drake,  of  Committee  of  Homoeopathic  College,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted. 

Dr.  A.  Walker,  of  Committee  of  Obstetrics,  made  a  verbal  report 
which  elicited  an  interesting  cpnference,  participated  in  by  Doctors 
Doy,  Patterson,  Drake,  Beakley,  Sprague,  Lamb,  Niles,  Eldridge 
and  Albertson. 

Dr.  Eobects,  of  Oommittee  on  Medical  Electricity,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted. 

..  Dr.  I.  D.  Craig,  of  Committee  on  Do$e,  made  a  report  which  was 
received. 

Dr.  Doy  reported  an  efficient  mode  of  cure  of  Itch. 

Professors  E.  M.  Hale,  J.  Beakley  and  H.  C.  Allen,  were  unani- 
mously elected  to  honorary  membership. 

Dr.  E.  A  Lodge,  of  Committee  oii  Hygiene,  presented  a  paper  on 
■  this  subject,  which  was  receiyeci^  and  commended  by  vote  of  the 
Institute. 

Dr.  R.  Pengelly,  of  Niles,  was 'Elected  a  niember. 

Drs.  T.  B.  Lamb,  F.  Woodruff  and  H.  B.  Bagley,  signed  the  Con- 
stitution and  By  Laws  and  were  elected  to  membership. 

An  election  by  ballot  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  resulted  as 
follows: 

President^  A.  Walker,  M.  D.,  of  Pontiac. 
Vice  Fresidenty  E.  H.  I^i^ake,  M.  P„  of  Detroit. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer^  E.  A.  Lop^E,.M.  D.,  of  Detroit. 
CensorSt  Drs*  J.  A.  Albert^on,  Smith  Rogers,  E.  H.  Drake^  N.  |B. 
Covert  and  A.  Bagley. 

Dr.  A.  Walker  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  next  Annual  Address. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Long  alternate. 
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It  was  agreed  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Institute  ahall  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1866,  at  Detroit. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  then  offered  and  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  project  of  erecting  a  National  Monument  te  the 
memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President  pf  the  United  States,  at 
Chicago,  has  been  presented  to  the  Michigan  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, assembled  at  Detroit,  this  13th  day  of  June,  1865..     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  project  m^ets  the  full  approbation  of  this  Soci- 
ety, and  it  is  hereby  cordially  recommended  to  the  concurrence  of  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  gentlemen  be  and  hereby  are 
appointed  a  Committee  to  present  the  subject,  either  personally  or  by 
letter,  to  every  member  of  the  homoeopathic  profession  in  the  State  : 
Drs.  E.  A.  Lodge,  E.  H.  Drake,  A.  Walker,  A.  Bagley. 

[Money  may  be  sent  to  Geo.  M.  Kimbark,  care  Hall,  Kimbark  & 
Co.,  Chicago,  and  notice  of  the  same  sent  to  Dr.  Shipman,  Chicago, 
who  will  see  that  the  autograph  and  sum  of  money  are  properly 
recorded.! 

The  following  special  Committees  were  appointed  tp  report  at  the 
next  meeting  :  .  , 

On  Honorary  Membershipt  Drs.  A.  W.  Walker  and  S.  W.  Pat- 
tison. 

On  Publication,  Drs.  E.  A.  Lodge,  and  E.  H.  Drake. 

On  High  Dilutions,  Dr.  E.  H.  Drake,  E.  R.  Ellis,  I.  D.  Craig, 
A.  Walker  and  F.  Woodruff. 

On  Cases  Ciired  with  one  Remedy^  Drs.  G.  T.  Rand)  I.  N*  Eld- 
ridge,  J.  B.  Tuttle. 

On  Provings  of  Indigenous  Remedies,  Drs.  L.  M.  Jones,  P.  H. 
Hale,  H.  B.  Bagley. 

On  Dose,  Drs.  C.  J.  Hempel,  Isaac  Douglass,  C.  A.  Williams. 

On  Surgery,  Drs.  E.  B.  Ellis,  A.  J.  Sawyer,  Smith  Rogers,  A. 
Earns  worth.  . 

On  Pathology,  Drs.  E.  H.  Drake,  A.  J.  Sawyer,  J.  R.  Hyde. 

*     On  Obstetrics,  Drs.  A.  Walker,  J.  W.jPattison,  A.  Bagley.. 

On  Medical  Electricity,.  Drs.  .W.  J.  Calvert,  Joseph  Sill,-E.  L. 
Roberts,  J.  A.  Albertson.     , 

On  Physiology,  Dv^,  J.  M.  Long,  A.  W.  Walker,  F.  Pinster. 

On  HonKBopathic  Colleges  and  Homosopathic  Professorship  in 
State  University,  Drs.  C.  J.  Hempel,  E.  H.  Drake,  P.  Woodruff. 

On  Small  Pox,  Drs.  Lewis  Taylor,  P.  X.  Spranger, 


204         AMERICAN   HOMCBOPATHIO    OfiSERYSB. 

On  Delegates  to  other  Societies,  Drs.  John  B.  Smith,  A.  R.  Ball, 
Orrin  Fowle. 

On  Anatomy,  Drs.  S.  N.  Coons,  T.  R.  Huntington,  C.  J.  Covey. 

On  Chemistry,  E,  C.  Wilbur,  A.  B.  Spinney,  T.  B.  Lamb. 

Dr.  I.  D.  Craig  offered  the  following,  which  passed  unanimously : 

Whereas,  Certain  unprincipled  persons,  claiming  to  be  physicians, 
are  in  the  habit  of  advertising  in  the  public  newspapers,  medicines  to 
prbduce  abortion.     And 

Whereas,  The  great  number  of  these  advertisements  show  not 
only  that  there  are  an  alarming  number  of  abortions  produced,  but 
that  the  public  and  press  do  not  fully  understand  the  nature  of  the 
act.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  medical  men  to  enlighten  the 
public  on  this  subject,  and  to  protect  the  health  of  our  American, 
women  and  their  children.  The  commencement  of  human  life  dates 
firom  conception,  and  the  intentional  destruction  of  the  foetus  at 
any  age  is  toilful  murder,  and  we  consider  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Jjeg- 
islators  to  repeal  the  existing  laws  on  this  subject,  ai^d  to  enact  others, 
making  the  punishment  of  this  crime  equal  to  any  other  murder. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  press  should  be  the  guardian  of  morality 
and  decency,  we  call  upon  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  our  public 
journals  to  exclude  such  advertisements  from  their  columns. 

After  passing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Central  Methodist  Church 
for  their  kindness  in  giving  the  use  of  their  room,  and  to  the  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  of  Detroit  for  their  hospitality,  the  Institute  ad- 
journed. 

The  sessions  of  the  Institute  were  very  interesting  and  profitable. 
Physicians  present :  Drs.  Drake,  Spranger,  Schmidt,  Albertson, 
Huntington,  Roberts  and  Lodge,  of  Detroit.  Dr.  J.  M.  Long,  of 
Coldwater  ;  Dr.  L.  M.  Jones,  of  Brooklyn ;  Dr.  I.  D.  Craig,  of  Niles ; 
Dr.  T.  B.  Lamb,  of  Farmington  ;  Dr.  Cook,  of  St.  Clair  ;  Dr.  Doug- 
lass, of  Romeo ;  Drs.  A.  Walker  and  A.  W.  Walker,  of  Pontiac  ;  Dr. 
J.  R.  Hyde,  of  Eaton  Rapids  ;  Dr.  W.  J.  Calvert,  of  Dexter  ;  Drs. 
Pattison  and  Pierce,  of  Ypsilanti ;  Dr.  Finster,  of  Port  Huron  ;  Dr. 
L  N.  Eldridge,  of  Flint ;  Dr.  John  Doy,  of  Battle  Creek ;  Dr.  E.  B. 
Sprague,  of  Owego,  New  York  ;  Professor  J.  Beakley,  of  New  York 
city,  and  Prof.  H.  C.  Allen,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  also  several  students 
and  firi^nds. 
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ON  PBOVIP^OS. 


BT  L*  M.  JOfrSS,  M.    B.V  BSOOKLTN,  MICH. 


Report  read  before  Michigan  Institute  of  HontoRopathy,  June  13, 1865. 

Twelve  months  since  it  was  my  pleasare  to  read,  before  this  In- 
stitute, a  paper  setting  fourth  the  most  sure,  perfect,  and  therefore, 
most  reliable  manner  of  procedure  in  determining  the  pathogenetic 
effects  and  true  therapeutical  application  of  remedies  in  hom€eo*> 
pathic  practice.  To-day  I  propose  to  show,  in  the  first  place,  the 
great  responsibility  now  resting  upon  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of 
the  great  North  West,  to  continue  to  prove  new,  and  to  more  thor- 
oughly prove  partially  proven  remedies.  In  the  seoond  place,  the 
great  precaution  we  are  to  use  in  accepting  remedies  to  be  used  in 
our  practice,  unless  they  come  to  us  well  recommended  by  thorough 
provings,  made  under  the  direction  of  loyal  homcBopaths,  It  cannot 
be  successfully  denied,  that  quite  a  number  of  valuable  remedies  have 
been  added  to  our  materia  medica  within  the  last  ten  years,  and  that 
the  work  goes  bravely  on  for  making  still  more  valuable  additions. 
A  few  years  since,  our  beautiful  system  was  but  in  its  infancy,  but 
to-day  it  stands  out  in  manly  proportions,  bidding  defiance  to  all  op- 
position. In  whatever  land  or  nation  she  has  planted  her  standard, 
her  beneficent  advantages  are  acknowledged  and  received  by  a  very  . 
respectable  proportion  of  all  classes.  No  earthly  power  can  possibly 
stay  her  onward  march.  For  the  physicians  of  the  Northwest  we  have 
a  labor  to  perform  that  is  particularly  interesting  to  ourselves.  We 
have  here  a  variable  climate,  and  one  that  differs  somewhat  from  all 
others.  And  thus  the  surrounding  influences  create  different  types  of 
disease  ;  not  wholly  so,  but  rather  they  develop  different  symptoms.  I 
am  well  aware  that  I  am  here  taking  disputed  ground.  It  was  said  em- 
phatically before  this  Institute  when  last  convened,  by  one  who  stands 
high  in  medical  science,  that  inflammation  of  the  lungs  in  Germany, 
was  inflammation  of  the  lungs  in  Michigan.  Very  true,  but  did  the 
Professor  intend  to  let  the  idea  rest  upon  the  members  of  this  Insti- 
tute, that  the  same  remedies  are  to  be  employed  in  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  dysentery,  or  typhoid  fever,  in  this  climate  that  he  would 
employ  for  the  same  diseases  in  Germany.  I  cannot  think  he  so 
intended  it,  but  if  so,  you  may  require  proof  to  maintain  my  position. 
Very  well.  Is  it  not  true  that  Bryonia,  Rhus  toxicodendron  are  the 
principal  remedies  used  in  typhoid  fever  in  many  portions  of  the  Old 
World  ?  Is  it  not  also  true,  that  nearly  every  work  published  in  the 
old  and  many  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  country,  puts  do^\i  ^x^wi^*^ 
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and  Rhus  Toz.  as  specifics  for  the  typhoid  fever  as  it  appears  in  their 
respective   localities  ?      It  is-  also  just  as  true  that  the  disease  is 
treated   very  successfully  with  these  two  remedies,  far  outstripping 
the   success   of  the   allopafchic   drugs.      How  is  it  with  us  here  in 
Michigan  ?     Physicians   of  the  Northwest,  do  you,  or  can  you  depend 
upon  Bryonia  and  Rhus  tox.  to  comhat  the  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever 
as  it  generally  appears  in  your  particular  localities  ?     Prof.  Hill   and 
other  prominent  western  teachers,  say  they  have  no  confidence  in 
them  in  typhoid,  as  it  appears  in  this  climate.   "  Why  not  ?     Are  we  so 
very  stupid  that  we  cannot  determine  the  proper  attenuations,  or  de- 
termine the  proper  length  of  time  before  we  repeat  the  dose  ?      Can 
we  afibrd  to  dispense  with  the  nisw  provings  of  Baptisia  tine,  and 
Macrotys,  and  still  depend  on  Bryonia  and  Rhus.  tox.     It  is  one  of 
the  misfortunes  of  our  school,. that  when  a  new  remedy  comes  up,  it 
is  seized  by  s6me  practitioners,  and  they,  losing   sight  of  its  specific 
indications,  prescribe  it  in  all  diseases,  and  under  all  symptoms  and 
circumstances.      This  has  been  particularly  so  with  Baptisia  tine. 
Yet  this  weed  that  grows  so  abundantly  in  some  particular  localities  of 
the  Northwest,  is  truly  a  superior  remedy  in  typhoid  as  it  appears 
in  this  State.      Teste  intimates  that  plants  are  adapted  to  cure   the 
diseases   which  infest   the  same  localities.      When  I  was  practicing 
South,  on  the  latitude  of  New  Orleans  and  near  the  Miexican  gulf, 
it  was  my  fortune  to  treat  some  cases  of  fever  and  ague,  though  not 
as  frequently,  perhaps,  as  in  Michigan.      As  in  this  climate  the  ter- 
tian type  appeared  almost  in  every  case.     My  treatment  was  substan- 
tially as  follows  :    During  the  chill,  Nux  v.  6,  a  dose  every  fifteen 
minutes.      For  the  fever.   Aconite  3d,  a  dose  every  hour  until  the 
sweating  stage  commenced,  then  Ipecacuanha,  third  or  sixth  a  dose 
every   two   hours  during  the  intermission  ;  and  I  scarcely,  if  ever, 
failed.      My  patient  recovered   after    having    two   or   three   chills. 
Ipecacuanha  was  the  remedy  on    which    I  relied  to  eradicate  the 
disease  from  the  system. 

Nearly  the  same  treatment  was  followed  by  many  other  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  with  whom  I  conversed,  and  the  same  good  results 
obtained.  Do  we  think  of  treating  fever  and  ague  in  Michigan  with 
Ipec.  Scarcely  one  of  us,  I  will  venture  to  say.  Why  not  ?  Be- 
cause the  symptoms  as  they  appear  in  this  climate,  do  not  correspond 
to  Ipecac.  '  The  surrounding  influences  make  it  a  different  disease, 
more  particularly  corresponding  to  Eupatorium  perfoliatum  or  China. 
Most  frequently,  however,  to  Eupatorium,  which  plant  is  found  grow- 
ing so  abundantly  all  over  the  Northwest.      Similar^  instances  could 
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be' given  in  other  diseases,  but  tMnking  tbe  above  saffioient,  I  will 
not  refer  to  them  at  this  time. 

These  things,  then,  being  great  truths,  does  it  not  follow  that  we, 
the  physicians  of  this  great  and  b^antifdl  Northwest,  have  a  great 
labor  to  perform  ?  As  this  particular  locality  is  rich  in  agriculture, 
and  rich  in  eveiything  calculated  td  make  men  comfbrtable and  happy, 
why  not,  then,  may  we  look  for  a  swift  return  of  our  labors,  bestowed 
by  us  in  a  proper  direction  ?  And  thie  reward  will  not  only  be  richly 
returned  to  ourselves,  but  will  prove  a  great  blessing  to  All  others. 

I  must  pass  over  very  many  things  that  I  would  like  to  say,  and 
come  to  the  second  part  of  my  subject,  which  is,  the  precautions  we  are 
to  use  in  preventing  guess  work  entering  into  so-called  provings. 
These  and  the  following  remarks  ar^  more  particularly  directed  to 
the  junior  members  of  the  profession.  Prove  all  things  and  retain 
all  that  is  found  good  and  absolutely  useful.  In  our  researches  for 
truth,  we  should  be  particularly  careful  in  forming  hasty  judgements 
upon  mere  assertions  of  any  one  individual.  He  will  tell  you  what 
great  things  he  has  performed  with  a  particular  remedy.  If  this  is  all 
the  proof  he  presents,  his  article  should  be  received  with  caution,  or 
permit  me  to  say,  with  suspicion.  It  is  just  as  foolish  and  absurd  to 
believe  a  thing  without  sufficient  grounds,  as  it  is  to  reject  it  without 
adequate  reasons.  Not  many  years  since,  a  member  of  our  school 
told  i^s,  through  our  journals,  that  Aconite,  that  great  and  powerfiil 
remedy,  was  not  at  all  to  be  depended  upon,  and  should  only  be  re- 
membered by  the  profession  among  the  things  that  were.  And  in 
its  place  ho  would  depend  on  Veratrum  viride.  Yes,  indeed,  with  one 
grand  flourish  of  his  fluent  pen,  he  would  sweep  Aconite  from  our 
Materia  Medica.  We  soon  find  him  disappointed  in  his  success  with 
Veratrum,  and  advocating  Gelseminum  in  all  forms  of  fevers.  And 
again  we  find  him  disappointed,  gloomy  and  desponding,  declaring 
therehas  not  yet  been  discovered  a  remedy  on  which  to  depend  in  fevers 
— no  balm  to  cool  the  feverish  brow.  No  remedy  to  bring  down  the 
fever,  nothing  to  regulate  the  accelerated  pulse  and  diminish 
arterial  excitement.  Let  the  fever  run  like  wild  fire  if  it  may,  until 
it  has  spent  its  whole  force,  then  cure  the  actual  disease  with  reme-i 
dies  which  might  cover  the  remaining  symptoms.  But  we  do  not  long 
find  him  in  this  awful  dilemma.  A  year  or  two  latter,  we  find  him  a 
strong  advocate  for  Ac6nite  in  its  proper  sphere,  and  for  Veratrum 
and  Gelseminum  for  their  proper  and  specific  symptoms.  And  thus, 
at  last,  after  all  this  unscientific  preamble,  and  perhaps  deceiviug  no 
one  more  than  he  himself  had  been  deceived,  we  find  h.^  \jkas^  ^  t*^ 
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tdoiMd,  soand  and  progressive  nodiid.  A'  few  monibs  since,  while 
looking  over  a  medical  journal,  we  found  an  article  written  by  aa  M«. 
D.,  upon  the  use  of  a  certain  very  new,  and  as  yet»  to  our  niinds  very 
imperfectly  proven  remedy,  with  which  he  claims  to  have  cured  71 
out  of  78  cases  of  ti^ue  diphtheria.  Now  there  is  no  single  remedy 
which  expi^esses  the  whole  type  of  diphtheria.  Each  stage  has  its 
peculiar  individuality,  therefore,  the  remedy  that  cures  must  express 
the  iindividual  type  of  each  9tage  of  the  disease,  in  ord^r  to  be  hom- 
oeopathic or  curative.  Though  his  remedy  may  be  a  good  one,  the 
position  cannot^ be  maintained  on  scientific  principles  ;  therefore,  the 
position  must  fall  to  the  ground.  Numerous  similar  articles  have 
found  their  way  into  our  journals,  and  probably  others  will  appear; 
and  the  physicians  who  receive  them,  and  adopt  them  without  further 
investigation,  will  probably  find  that  all  are  not  diamonds  that  glitter 
so  brightly  in  the  sunlight.  With  our  minds  fixed  substantially  upon 
that  natural  and  sublime  law,  simUia  simUibus.  curantur,  such  arti- 
cles can  do  no  harm.  They  only  serve  as  light-honses  that  we  may 
more  effectually  shun  the  unexplored,  and  therefore,  dangerous  coasts. 
When  scientific  men  cease  to  labor  for  self-aggrandizement  merely,  but 
learn  to  live  and  labor  only  for  the  advancement  of  that  beloved 
institution  vhich  we  pretend  to  represent,  when  we  each  labor  like 
scientific  men,  according  to  the  amount  of  ability  given  us,  then  and 
not  until  then  will  the  fruits  and  beauties  of  homoeopathy  be  recog- 
nized from  all  stand  points,  and  the  reward  of  our  labor  be  returned 
to  us  as  a  fraternity  an  hundred  fold. 


BEPOBT  ON    OBSTETRICS. 


BY  ▲.   WALKER,  M.   D..  OF  PONTIAC,  MICM. 


Presented  to  Michigan  Homosopathic  Institute,  June  13,  1855. 

Not  being  aware  of  my  appointment  on  the  Committee  of  Obstet- 
rics until  within  a  few  days  past,  I  am  not  prepared  to  make  any 
formal  report.  Nevertheless,  I  will  relate  a  few  cases  that  have  come 
under  my  observation  within  a  short  period,  and  have  resulted  disas- 
trously. . 

Ordinary  cases  require  no  elucidation,  as  the  members  of  the 
Institute  are  all  doubtless  familiar  with  these.  Extraordinary  cases, 
especially  such  as  terminate  fatally,  are  of  peculiar  interest ;  and  as 
such  cases  do  sometimes  occur,  this  department  of  medical  practice 
becomes  intensely  important. 
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Without  farther  preliminary  remarks,  I  will  proceed  to  relate  the 
cases. 

Case  Ist. — Mrs.  0.,  sat  about  nineteen  years,  took  a  severe  cold 
about  the  first  of  February  last,  having  been  pregnant  about  seven 
months.  Myself  and  son  prescribed  for  her  several  times,  by  which 
she  was  much  relieved.  ,  Was  quite  comfortable  and  about  house  till 
Feb.  12th,  when  she  awoke  in  the  morning  with  a  headache,  Which 
increased  in  severity  till  about  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  then  went  into 
convulsions,  which  would  last  for  several  minutes,  followed  by  quiet- 
ude for  an  indefinite  period,  and  then  the  convulsions  occur  again. 

A  messenger  came  to  me,  saying  that  Mrs.  0.  was  either  dying  or 
in  a  fit.  I  hastened  to  her  dwelling ;  arrived  about  12,  m.  She  was 
then  lying  quietly  on  the  bed,  but  entirely  unconscious.  Prescribed 
Gelseminum,  1st  dil.,  and  Kyoscyarwus^  3d,  alternately,  from  five  to 
fifteen  minutes  apart. 

About  1  o'clock  consciousness  returned,  and  she  expressed  her- 
self as  feeling  very  comfortable,  except  some  pain  in  her  head.  Re- 
peated medicine  less  frequently.  About  3  o'clock  I  left  her  feeling 
much  better,  and  went  to  visit  other  patients,  and  returned  again 
about  5  p.  M.  Was  informed  that  soon  after  I  left,  she  went  into 
.  another  spasm  similar  to  those  she  had  in  the  morning,  and  was  now 
in  a  comatose  state.  It  was  not  long  before  another  convulsion  came 
on,  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  witness  its  characteristics.  The 
head  would  be  drawn  backward  and  to  the  right  side,  fingers  and 
thumbs  drawn  rigidly  into  the  palms.  The  limbs  and  body  very 
rigid,  sometimes  the  body  resting  on  the  head  and  heels.  Convuls- 
ive motion  of  lower  jaw,  endangering  the  tongue,  frothing  at  the 
mouth,  and  the  eyes  turned  so  as  to  hide  the  corners.  The  pulse 
would'  become  rapid,  even  over  200  per  minute,  and  almost  imper- 
ceptible. After  the  convulsion  subsided^  the  pulse  would  increase  in 
volume,  and  sometimeis  fall  to  120  or  lower,  until  the  spasm  returned 
again.  Suspecting  that  labour  might  possibly  be  in  progress,  I  made 
examination  and  found  my  suspicions  true,  os  uteri  open  to  the  size 
of  a  dime.  This  was  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Consciousness 
returned  a  short  time  after  this,  but  continued  only  a  few  moments . 
Parturition  progressed  slowly,  and  as  soon  as  there  was  sufficient  di- 
lation of  the  OS  uteri  to  admit  the  use  of  the  forceps,  I  proceeded  to .  * 
use  them,  and  delivered  her,  without  difficulty,  of  a  child  which  prob- 
ably had  been  dead  for  several  days. 

We  now  indulged  the  hope  that  consciousness  would  again  return 
and  convulsions  cease,  but  in  this  we  were  disappointed.    S^^  Voi.- 
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gered  on  till  11  p*clock  of  the  12th  of  June,  about  twenty  four  koiiri 
from  the  outset  of  the  convulsions,  and  died. 

1  would  here  mention  that  my  son,  Dr.  A.  W.  Walker,  aeeompan- 
ied  me  on  my  second  visit  and  remained  through  the  night.  AconUe, 
Belladonna,  Hyosycamus,  Ignatia,  Ntix,  Secale,  &c.,  were  adminis- 
tered during  the  treatment.  Amelioration  of  the  symptoms  occurred 
At  intervals ;  but  whether  it  was  the  effect  of  the  medicines  or  a  pari- 
of  the  programme  of  the  disease,  we  do  not  pretend  to  decide. 

Ca3B  2d. — Mrs.  H.,  set  twenty-four,  of  a  lymphatic  temperament,, 
and  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.  After  puberty  was  irregular  in  her 
menstrual  periods,  sometimes  passing  over  two,  three  or  four  periods 
in  succession.  Generally  had  a  chlorotic  and  anaemic  appearance. 
After  her  marriage  her  health  continued  rather  indifferent,  until  she 
became  pregnant.  Her  general  health  then  seemed  to  improve,  and 
for  the  first  six  or  seven  months  enjoyed  much  better  health  than 
usual.  But  a  change  for  the  worst  was  now  but  too  manifest.  She 
began  to  feel  languid,  indisposition  to  exercise,  either  mental  or  phys- 
ical, lost  her  appetite,  indigestion  impaired,  bowels  irregular,  ana^ 
sarca  became  general,  the  mouth  sore,  the  skin  had  a  bloodless,  waxy 
appearance.  In  short,  the  citadel  of  life  seemed  to  be  assailed  at 
every  point.  For  two  or  three  weeks  before  her  confinement  she  waa 
unable  to  get  from  one  room  to  another  without  assistance.  She  also 
complained  of  a  sense  of  coldness  in  the  uterus,  and  of  a  heavy,  dead 
weight.  Her  symptoms  assumed  such  an  unfavorable  aspect  that  we 
almost  despaired  of  her  completing  the  period  of  gestation. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  March  28,  she  was  taken  in  labor.  Pains 
were  regular  and  not  frequent  till  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  they 
became  quite  forcible,  and  rather  frequent.  Parturition  went  on  favor- 
ably till  the  head  of  the  child  presented  at  the  lower  strait,  when 
the  pains  become  inefficient  and  progress  came  to  a  complete  stand. 
Her  strength  seemed  to  be  rapidly  failing,  and  I  resorted  to  the  for- 
ceps at  once,  and  delivered  her  of  a  female  child  without  difficulty. 
Her  strength  continued  to  wane,  and  she  died  in  less  than  an  hour 
after  delivery. 

The  remedies  used  during  thQ  progress  of  her  sickness  were  Ar- 
senicum,  China,  Ferrum,  Phosphoric,  Muriatic  and  Nitric  adds, 
Macrotys,  &c.,  each  as  the  symptoms  seemed  to  indicate  their  use. 
After  her  delivery,  Arsenicum  and  China,  Brandy  and  Bourbon 
whisky,  were  administered  without  any  perceptible  effect,  for  good, 
at  least.  As  the  process  of  parturition  was  perfectly  natural  until 
the  expulsive  force  failed,  I  can  account  for  the  result  in  no  way,  only 
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by  assuming  that  the  vital  force  became  exhausted  beyond  recupera- 
tion, before  the  necessary  work  was  completed. 

I  have  related  these  cases,  hoping  that  others,  members  of  the 
Institute,  may  in  their  wisdom,  give  us  light  on  this  subject  that  may 
be  of  practical  benefit. 


I;.' 


THE  AHEBIOAN  IKSTrrXTTE  OF  HOMOBOPATHY. 


Cincinnati,  0.,  June  8,  1865. 

My  Dear  Lodge: — I  wish  you  were  here  in  the  Queen  city. 
Not  that  I  wish  you  any  ill,  by  subjecting  you  tp  the  intolerable  heat, 
muddy  drinking  water,  and  endless  noise  of  this  vast  town ;  but  I 
know  it  would  do  your  homoeopathic  soul  good,  to  look  in  upon  the 
august  (notwithstanding  it  is  June),  body  of  medical  men,  each  one 
of  whom  is  liKe  a  leyden  jar,  surcharged  with  electricity.  And  you 
ought  to  hear  the  brilliant  discharges,  as  they  pass  from  one  to  the 
other.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  sends  us  down  a  Guy,  who  is  appropriately 
used  to  tie  us  up  to  parliamentary  rules,  and  by  whom  we  are  also 
^wyded  very  smoothly  along  the  devious  channels  of  debate.  He 
writes  himself  S.  S.,  but  we  all  think  him  a  good  deal  more  than  half 
a  man,  and  would  advise  him  on  pharmaceutical  grounds,  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  a  change  in  his  initials. 

The  numerous  family  of  Smiths,  I  think  has  only  one  delegate 
present.  I  would  suggest  an  inquiry  be  started,  whether  or  no  there 
are  any  idiosyncrasies  in  the  Smith  family,  to  prevent  them  generally 
becoming  homceopathists  ?  And  out  of  regard  for  their  forbearance  in 
sending  only  one  of  their  number,  we  unanimously  made  him  our 
Treasurer.  St.  Louis  sent  us  up  considerable  more  mercury  than 
sulphur,  in  their  HeUmuih^  and  we  chained  it  to  the  provisional  Sec- 
retary's chair.  Chicago  greeted  us  all  HcUe,  and  indeed  all  parts  of 
the  country  turned  out  a  good  delegation,  too  numerous  to  be  men- 
tioned in  detail,  and  I  forbear  to  pun\fi\k  the  Institute  too  far. 

The  number  of  Grermao  physicians  present  is  also  large,  find  in 
general  discussions  they  exhibit  abilities  equal  to  any.  Numerous., 
reports  are  being  handed  in,  either  by  person  or  proxy,  among  which 
are,  The  treatment  of  compound  dislocation  of  the  long  bones,  by 
Prof.  S.  R.  Beckwith,  of  Cleveland,  an  able  paper  well  presented  by 
proxy ;  Fibroid  tumors  of  the  uterus,  by  Prof.  W.  T.  Helmuth,  of  St. 
Louis,  amply  illustrated  by  specimens,  together  with  drawings  of  sev- 
eral important  surgical  cases,  by  the  same.  Botany  and  Toxicology, 
by  Prof.  E.  M.  Hale ;  besides  others  I  do  not  call  to  mind.  But  tk^ 
principal  matter  of  interest  was  the  spicy  dietousBioxi  oiv  '!?>a3KtTMWs^«'^ 
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/  and  Pharmaoeutifits,  which  sprung  up  very  unexpectedly  yesterday 
and  to-day.  I  have  often  felt  to  complain  that  I  was  a  doctor,  but  I 
have  just  had  reason  to  thank  God  that  I  was  not  a  Pharmaceutist. 
0  these  ungrateful  doctors !  asking  iJl  perfection  of  the  pharmacies, 
and  thankful  for  iiothing,  though  much  of  their  success  is  due  to  the 
pains-taking  labor,  bestowed  on  their  preparations  by  the  pharma- 
ceutist. I  fancy  the  ears  of  these  guilty  men,  the  world  over,  must 
have  tingled  with  shame,  as  the  graphic  picture  was  painted,  of 
their  muddy  tinctures,  and  dirty  pellets,  and  dusty  vials,  and  impure 
alcohol.  But  after  all,  it  was  amusing  to  see  some  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen,  whose  offices  at  home,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  were  the 
counterpart  of  a  bar  room  and  drug  store  combined,  berate  so  roundly 
the  pharmaceutist,  who  happened  to  have  a  little  cork  dust  in  his  di- 
lutions. 

An  efibrt  was  made  to  have  a  committee  appointed,  one  for  each 
pharmacy,  who  should  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
said  depositaries  of  medicine.  But  the  project  failed,  and  so  the 
pharmaceutists  are  to  be  unmolested  for  at  least  one  year  more.  The 
physicians  of  Cincinnati  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  our  session  a 
delightfol  one.  We  are  to  hold  our  next  session  in  Pittsburg.  May 
you  and  I  be  there  to  see.        Yours,  W. 


OLBVELAKD  HOM(EOPATHIC  OOLLEGE. 


The  Trustees  and  Faculty  have  just  issued  their  Announcement 
for  1865-6,  and  copies  may  be  procured  at  this  office,  or  by  addressing 
the  Registrar.  The  addition  of  Prof.  E.  M.  Hale  to  the  Faculty 
will  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  his  friends ;  and  the  patrons  of 
the  Institution  will  feel  assured  that  the  course  of  lectures  on  Ma- 
teria Medica  will  be  as  complete  in  his  hands  as  could  be  desired. 


NEW  YOBK  HOM(BOPATHI0  MEDIOAI<  COIXE0E. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Prospectus  and  announcement  of  the  New  York 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  shows  that  this  Institution  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition.     We  hope  that  it  will  continue  to  prosper. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOHOBOPATHY. 


We  have  a  report  of  the  last  meeting  from  a  valued  correspondent, 
wiiich  will  appear  in  August  number.  ^ 
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xuiitt  trf  ^Mmt 


For  American  Homoaopathio  ObMrrer. 
OHBOKIO  DIABBHCBA  OF  OHILDBEN. 


BT  X>B.  F.   X.  SPBANOEB. 


Translated  from  Dr,  fCqfkas*  *' HomcBopatkin  TherapeatUics.** 

The  chronic  intestinal  catarrh  (as  the  Germans  call  it)  of  children, 
presents  itself  most  always  with  diarrhoea,  which  is  mostly  jobsti- 
nate  and  exhausting.     (Diarrh.  perniciosa  infantum,) 

In  the  intestinal  canal  of  those  that  have  died  of  this  disease,  we 
find  nothing  more  than  swelling,  paleness  and  ansemia  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  No  tubercles,  no  morbid  swelling  of  the  mesenteric 
glands,  no  ulcers,  etc.,  etc,  which  diseases  are  frequently  looked 
upon  as  the  causes  of  the  «ialignant  intestinal  catarrh  of  children. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  continual  discharges,  there  takes  place  thick- 
ening of  the  blood  in  the  large  vessels,  which  are  filled  with  dark, 
tar  like  blood,  while  the  capillaries  appear  empty.  When  the  disease 
is  of  long  duration,  we  almost  constantly  find  the  oesophagus  and 
mouth  affected  with  canker.  Not  seldom  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines  are  softened,  which  condition  is  looked 
upon  by  many  anatomists  only  as  a  post  mortem  appearance. 

The  chronic  intestinal  catarrh  of  children  sets  in,  in  most  of  the 
cases,  after  ablactation  or  during  the  period  of  teething,  either  by 
improper  diet,  over-feeding  or  negligence.  It  is  sometimes  a  second- 
ary concomitant  to  Pneumonia,  Typhus,  &c.,  &c. 

In  the  most  frequent  cases,  the  first  slight  diarrhoea,  which  is  gen- 
erally mucous  with  acid  reaction,  is  not  much  taken  notice  of;  this 
is  especially  during  the  teething  period,  as  so  many  mothers  are  taken 
with  the  idea  that  such  a  diarrhoea  is  beneficial,  and  will  pfevent  a 
great  many  dreaded  diseases  ;  hence,  they  not  only  like  to  see  it,  but 
even  fear  to  have  it  "stopped  "  by  a  physician.  The  careful  observer, 
though,  will  soon  perceive  that  the  most  blooming  children  will  very 
soon  become  pale,  and  wither,  particularly  if  the  discharges  are  very 
copious  and*  watery.  As  the  diarrhoea  continues  longer,  the  children 
become  more  and  more  emaciated,  weak  and  anaemic,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  old  age  and  an  unquenchable  thirst  entire  day  and  night,  aikd 
want  to  be  oajrried  on  the  arm  incessantly.  It  cannot  carry  Ita  K^^Al 
'<ereet,  but  lays  it  on  the  shoulder  of  the  nurse.    \i  \)cl«^  w^  ^tl^^ij^^A 
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or  laid  dry,  they  lie  quite  motionlesis.  While  asleep  they  only  half 
close  their  eyes,  and  as  soon  as  they  awaken,  they  want  to  drink 
and  eagerly  reach  for  the  glas^,  which  they  will' not  let  loose  againj» 

With  the  same  eagerness  they  frequently  take  nourishment,  but 
as  soon  as  they  have  eaten  or  drank  it,  a  rumhling  noise  in  the  bowels 
can  be  heard,  while  a  watery,  colorless  and  ^ry  offensive  stool 
passes,  which  can  only  be  distinguished  from  the  urine  by  its  fetor. 
In  many  cases  we  perceive  on  the  wet  diaper  single  particles  of  green 
mucus  and  undigested  food.  The  abdomen  is  commoiily  tympanitic  ; 
during  a  long  duration  of  this  disease  they  become  hydrsemic,  oedema 
of  the  lower  extremities,  scrotum  or  external  female  genitals  takes 
plac^,  the  fontanels  sink,  the  skin  becomes  dry  like  parchment,  the 
corners  of  the  mouth  become  sore,  with  apthae  in  the  mouth  and 
throat,  and  the  marasmus  attains  its  highest  degree. 

In  consequence  of  the  developing  anaemia  of  the  brain,  the  chil- 
dren become  soporous,  lips  and  finger  nails  become  livid,  the  skin 
cbol  and  lax,  and  convulsions  set  in  which  end  in  death. 

The  duration  of  this  disease  may  be  from  weeks  to  months.  Fre- 
quently intercurring  attacks  of  acute  intestinal  catarrh  takes  plaoe,^ 
which  distinguish  themselves  by  severe  gripings,  more  or  less  tenes- 
mus, redness  and  soreness  of  the  anus.  Under  favorable  circum- 
stances occasional  remissions  take  place,  during  which  the  children 
recover  partially ;  however,  after  the  slightest  error  of  diet  or  bad 
care,  an  acute  catarrh  will  set  it  in,  which  will  aga^n  become  chronic. 

The  termination  of  this  disease  is  recovery,  if  the  diarrhoea  is 
checked  and  the  children  are  brought  under  better  nutrient  condi- 
tions. But  if  the  diarrhoea  continues  obstinately,  even  the  bpst 
changes  in  diet  are  fruitless,  and  the  children  will  become  more 
emaciated,  and  finally  perish. 

In  such  cases  the  prognosis  is  always  doubtful ;  the  most  robust 
children  succumb,  if  the  diarrhoea  cannot  be  checked.  According  to 
our  special  and  manifold  experience,  the  most  desperate  cases,  even 
in  the  highest  degrees  of  anaemia,  debility  and  even  dropsical  swell- 
ings are  curable  with  homoeopathy.  We  have  reported  a  very 
instructive  case  of  this  kind,  in  the  Nenen  Zeitschrift  fuer  ham, 
jKZmt*  1857,  iVb.  1, /?p.  4. 

In  treating  this  pernicious  disease,  we  have  two  equally  important 
tasks  to  accomplish.  ,  First :  Tq  check  the  diarrhoea  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble.    Second:  To  regulate  the  diet  and  care  of  the  children. 

The  mitigation  of  the  diarrhoea  is  of  the  greatest  importance ;  we 
have  been  convinced] in  many  oases,  that  childron  can  recover,  even 
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if  there  should-  not  be  any  considerable  changes  in  dietetic  mles. 
Still,  the  success  is  better  and  surer  at  any  rate,  if  the  medical  treat- 
ment is  assisted  by  proper  hygienic  care. 

Chronic  diarrhoeas  of  children,  which  have  been  of  considerable 
duration,  and  are  slimy,  frothy  or  faecal  and  without  any  apparent 
anaemia,  debility  or  emaciation,  if  they  are  painless  and  preceded  by 
rumbling  in  the  bowels,  with  considerable  tympanitic  distention,  may 
be  remedied  the  surest  with  Phosph,  3-6. 

We  give  of  this  remedy  one  drop  every  two  or  three  hours,  with 
sugar  of  milk,  or  five  or  six  drops  in  one  half  tumbler  full  of  water, 
and  let  the  patient  take  a  half  teaspoonful  every  two  or  thr^e  hours. 
At  the  same  time  we  provide,  as  will  be  mentioned  below,  for  proper 
nourishment  and  care,^  and  generally  see  the  number  of  evacuations 
lessen  in  two  or  three  days,  and  the  children  become  more  lively  and 
active.  Frequently  this  remedy  will  suffice  to  a  complete  recovery, 
without  any  necessity  to  resort  to  other  remedies.  ^ 

If  no  improvement  takes  place  in  two  or  three  days,  we  adminis- 
ter under  the  same  circumstances  and  in  the  same  way,  P^05^A.  add. 
3.  Should  this  medicine  also  fail  to  relieve,  we  can  rely  upon  Cak. 
phos,  3.  surely,  especially  if  the  children  are  cutting  teeth  and  are 
troubled  very  much  with  sleeplessness.  • 

If  the  stools  are  painless  and  watery,  and  if  we  already  notice  the 
first  few  days,  paleness  of  the  face,  laxness  of  the  muscles,  especially 
the  thighs,  sluggishness  in  the  actions  and  ill  humor,  we  give  Arsen, 
3-6,  even  if  there  should  be  no  other  characteristic  indications  for 
this  remedy ;  for  the  above  named  symptoms  are  sufficient  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  observing  physician  who  will  recognize  the  danger 
the  children  are  in,  and  obviate  it.  After  this  remedy,  in  most  of 
the  cases,  we  see  the  serous  discharges  gradually  lessen  and  the  health 
generally  improve.  ' 

■ 

If  the  serous  discharges  have  continued  for  a  longer  time,  and  the 
children  have  become  cbnsiderally  anaemic,  debilitated,  poor,  irrita- 
ble, sleepless,  miserable,  having  the  appearance  of  old  age,  with  violent 
thirst,  and  the  stools  of  a  very  offensive  smell,  Arsenicum  will  be  so 
much  the  more  indicated*.  In  such  like  appearances  this  medicine  is 
a  real  panacea;  it  will  act  as  well  in  low  as  in  high  dilutions,  and 
does  not  refuse  its  beneficial  effect  even  if  the  highest  degree  of  ema- 
cialion  and  hydraemic  appeiihmoes  are  present.  We  know  of  no 
remedy  which  suits  this  complex  of  symptoms  better  !  There  is  no 
remedy  of  a  more  ^iccided  and  reliable  action  in  this  disease.     We 
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geaerally  give  6  to  8  drops  in  half  a  tumbler  fall  of  water,  from, half 
to  one  teaspoonsfuU  at  a  time. 

As  the  first  symptom  of  improvement  we  will  notice  in  a  few 
hours,  a  decrease  of  the  tormenting  thirst ;  afterwards  the  children 
become  more  quiet,  they  whine  less,  get  some  sleep,  which  strengthens 
them  ;  already  in  24  to  48  hours  the  quantity  as  well  as  quality  of 
intestinal  secretion  will  improve. 

When  the  improvement  is  going  on,  under  the  use  of  this  agent, 
in  less  frequent  doses,  the  appetite  increases  very  much,  the  counte- 
nance improves,  the  strength  gains,  the  children  are  more  friendly 
and  lively,  the  discharges  are  more  consistent  and  begin  to  form. 

If  '  there  is  such  a  torpid  state  of  the  bowels  connected  with  the 
ansemia,  debility  and  collapse,  that  the  ingesta  pass  off  as  soon  as  they 
are  taken  with  audible  rumbling  in  the  paralized  bowels,  in  the  form 
of  colorless  serum.  Argent  nitr.  2-3  is  the  remedy  which  is  capable 
of  removing  Uie  worst  of  these  symptoms  in  a  very  short  time. 

In  some  of  the  worst  and  most  difficult  cases  that  have  been  de- 
clared incurable  by  allopathic  physicians,  we  have  brought  about  a 
cure  with  these  two  remedies,  in  an  almost  incredible  short  time. 

As  a  matter  of  experiment  to  those  not  belonging  to  our  school. 
Argent,  nitr.  gr.  1  to  1  ad.  unc.  quatnor  aq.  distill,  one  half  teaspoon- 
ful  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  would  do  very  well. 

Should  the  serous  discharges  be  mixed  with  particles  of  undi- 
gested food,  and  if  the  weakness  of  the  children  is  more  predominant 
in  a  higher  degree,  such  as  dropsical  swellings,  we  have  found  China  1 
a  very  reliable  medicine.  If  we  do  not  succeed  with  this  agent 
alone,  we  may  give  it  alternately  either  with  Arsenicum,  or  Ferrum  met. 
1,  after  which  signs  of  convalescence  will  set  in  very  soon. 

DIET. 

According  to  our  special  observations,  we  can  affirm  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  overloading  of  the  stomach  with  thick  pap,  or  gmel 
boiled  thick  with  milk,  or  the  using  children  to  the  nursing  bottle 
which  is  filled  with  milk,  coffee,  cocoa,  acorn  or  any  other  kindof  sub- 
atitute  for  coffee,  is  the  cause  of  apute  intestinal  catarrh,  which  soon 
becomes  chronic  and  malignant. 

Before  all,  we  must  direct  our  attention  to  this  most  injurious 
mode  of  nourishing  the  children  during  ablactation,  and  take  care 
that  instead  of  these  substances  they  may  get  weak  animal  broths, 
into  which  may  be  ground  up  and  boiled  crackers  or  farinaceoua  sub- 
.  stances,  from  three  to  four  times  in  24  hours.  If  they  refuse  to 
take  slightly  salted  broths,  it  will  be  proper  to  prepare  them  without 


AMSBIGAN   HOMCBOPATHIC   OBSIBYBE.         217 

aalt  and  sweeten  them  with  a  little  sugar.     Usually  the  children  like 
sweetened  beverages  better,  and  they  also  agree  with  them  well. 

Instead  of  those  relaxing  drinks  we  let  them^  have  rice  water  or 
very  thin  boiled  arrow-root,  sweetened  with  a  little  sugar,  to  be  drank 
Ittke-warm  at  pleasure.  Luke*warm  drinks  generally  agree  with 
children  better  than  the  cold,  since  the  latter  frequently  cause  grip- 
ing and  increase  the  diarrhoea.  Let  the  children  drink  until  their 
tormenting  thirst  is  quenched.  The  thickening  of  the  blood  requires 
very  much  beverage,  which  should  not  be  withheld,  otherwise  they 
would  terminate  very  soon  into  collapse  and  ansdmia  of  the  brain. 

Many  practitioners  recommend  the  use  of  raw  beef  in  such  eases, 
which  should  be  carefully  cleared  of  ^11  fibres  or  l^t,  and  then  grated 
up  very  fine  ;  it  will  be  found  to  be  very  successful.  Although  in  the 
most  severe '  cases,  according  to  our  mode  of  treatment,  we  do  tfot 
find  it  necessary  to  resort  to  this  uncommon  but  certainly  very  exoel- 
Ijent  article  of  diet. 

As  soon  as  the  diarrhoea  gets  better,  and  the  patient  gets  a  more 
active  appetite,  we  may  give  them  stronger  soups,  to  which  small  par- 
ticles of  meat  may  be  added,  and  gradually  go  over  to  animal  diet. 
To  strengthen  the  constitution,  we  let  the  convalescent  drink  dilute 
beer  or  dilute  red  wine  sweetened  with  sugar.  (?) 

Luke-warm  baths  during  the  diarrhoea  weaken  the  children  very 
much,  therefore,  it  is  better  to  wash  them  frequently  and  carefully,  and 
diligently  give  therm  fresh  and  warmed  clothing.  The  sick  chamber 
should  be  very  temperate  and  frequently  ventilated  with  care.  When 
this  cannot  be  well  done  on  account  of  bad  weather  or  cold  season, 
the  rooms  should  be  scented  with  evaporating  vinegar,  smoke  of  juni- 
per berries  or  sugar.  They  also  should  be  heated  if  the  season  is 
too  cold,  especially  at  night,  by  which  intercurring  acute  attacks  of 
catarrh  may  be  best  prevented. 

Note  by  the  translator.  —This  disease,  our  so-called  summer  com- 
plaint or  cholera  infantum,  is  the  most  destructive  malady  to  which 
children  are  subject,  at  least  in  American  cities.  Last  summer  it  be- 
gan in  Detroit  about  the  7th  of  July.  It  attacked  in  most  of  the 
cases,  children  of  from  five  to  seven  months  of  age.  It  would  set  in 
with  violent,  almost  spasmodic  vomiting  and  purging  of  watery  and 
nearly  colorless  liquid  ;  collapse  occurred  often  so  suddenly  that  in 
the  course  of  a  few.hours  the  patients  didnotlpoklike  the  same  children. 
Syes  sunken  and  turned  upwards,  nose  pointed,  color  of  the  surface 
anaemic,  skin  cold,  more  so  the  extremities,  i^ost  torturing  thirst,  .and 
aft  soon  as  anything  is  taken  it  is  thrown  up  again,  couvulsions  set  in, 
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JEUid  witlicnit  proper  treatment,  in  from  throe  to  twelve  homrs  the  pa- 
tients die.  If  they  even  passed  this  stage,  thej  would  make  a 
very  alow  recovery  and  the  ease  frequently  turned  into  chronic 
diarrhoDa  and  marasmus. 

Aftor  a  few  weeks  the  disease  left  the  little  ones  and  attacked 
older  children,  such  as  were  in  their  second  summer,  and  then  cases  ran 
more  of  a  chronic  course. - 

In  such  acute  cases  the  first  thing  always  'to  be  done,  I  think;  is 
to  stop  the  discharges  and  prevent  the  collapse.  The  best  agents 
according  to  my  experience,  I  have  found  to  be  Camphora  3  drops 
given  every  five  to  eighteen  minutes  without  water  or  any  diluent,  so  as 
to  produce  immediately  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  stomach,  always 
being  careful  not  to  pour  it  too  sudden  upon  the  tongue  as  it  will 
catch  the  breath-ibr  a  few  seconds.  Vomiting  would  cVcn  cease,  and 
general  warmth  reappear. 

This  medicine  may  be  followed  up  by  VercUrum  2g?,  and  as  the 
case  inclines  to  become  more  tedious,  a  fever  sets  in,  although  the 
child  is  pale  and  the  discharges  continue.  Aconite  tincture  a  few  drops  in 
a  tumbler  full  of  wat^r,  of  which  a  teaspoonful  may  be  given  every 
hottr  or  half  of  an  hour.  Arsenic  m&y  soon  be  given  in  alternation 
with  Aconite  or  Ver(Urum,  I  always  give  these  medicines  in  the  2-^ 
alcoholic  potencies  imdiluted,  one  or  two  drops  on  the  tongue,  which 
combines  the  effec|i  of  the  medicine  and  the  stimulating  action 
of  the  pure  homoeopathic  alcohol,  since  the  medicines  can  seldom  be 
borne  so  well  in  water,  and  our  pure  alcohol  is  so  much  better  than 
the  mass  of  impure  brandy  that  is  frequently  given  by  physicians ;  here 
one  drop  answers  the  purpose  far  better  than  a  bulky  mixture. 
'  Mercur,  dulds,  2d  is  very  suitable  when  the  diarrhoea  becomes 
more  chronic  ;  the  stools  are  very  changeable  in  color,  either  green- 
ish, white;  slimy  or  chopped,  accompanied  with  tenesmus  and  griping 
but  no  vomiting  ;  if  that  should  also  be  present,  but  not  of  a  cholera  like 
nature,  Ipec.  Ist  or  2d,  either  alone  or  in  alternation  with  the  Merc. 
dtdcis,y  will  prove  very  beneficial. 


For  American  HomoeopathiQ  Observer. 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  ONE  SMALL  SYMPTOM. 


BT  DS.   AD.   LIFPE. 


In  February,  1B65,  I  prescribed  for  a  child  aged  five  years,  (a 
nervous  little  girl,)  for  diphtheria,  one  dose  of  Belladonna,  200,  fol- 
lowed in  thirty-six  hours  by  one  dose  of  Lachesisy  200.  Removed  all 
diphtheritic  symptonis,  and  the  case  was  considered  cured.    But  the 
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little  girl  bet  only  left  i  the  room  prematurely,' bat  went  out  of  the 
house  into  the  damp  air,  haying  been  previously  much  heated  by  run- 
ning through  the  house,  and  in  consequence  had  a  relapse.  When  I 
visited  her  the  following  day  the  breathing  was  very  mueh  impeded. 
She  was  very  hoarse,  could  not  speak,  nor  swallow  even  water  without 
much  pain.  The  hoarse,  "dry  cough  caused  much  pain.  Another  dose 
of  Lachesis,  repeated  afterwards  in  water  every  two  hours  did  not 
relieve  her.  The  throat  could  not  be  examined  as  she  would  not 
ijipen  her  mouth,  and  resisted  every  efbrt  to  open  it.  The  breathing 
became  more  rapid  and  loud,  hoarse  and  difficult,  pulse  140  per  min- 
ute. Hepar  s.  c.  200,  in  water,  repeated  for  two  days ;  at  first 
ameliorated  her  condition  slightly,  but  she  soon  grew  worse.  Brdmine 
was  administered  with  the  same  effect.  She  now  not  only  became 
very  weak  from  the  want  of  sleep,  and  painful '  attacks  of  a  dry, 
hoarse,  spasmodic  cough  which  was  worse  during  the  night,  and 
especially  after  midnight.  She  also  complained  of  violent  stitches  in 
the  left  ear,  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  head,  pain  in  the  left  side  of 
the  neck,  where  a  large  swelling  with  redness  and  inflammation  ap- 
peared, which  was  also  worse  after  midnight.  This  new  symptom  was 
only  found  under  Kali  bichromicum.  Six  pellets  of  the  200th 
potency  (Lehrmann's)  were  dissolved  in  four  ounces  of  water,  and  a 
teaspoonful  administered  every  two  hours  for  twelve  hours.  The 
symptoms  becoming  all  very  much  ameliorated,  the  notedicine  was 
given  at  longer  intervals.  She  coughed  up  a  great  quantity  of  diph- 
theritic deposits  and  mucus.  The  abscess  on  the  neck  broke  on  the 
ninth  day  without  tl^e  aid  of  any  poultice,  and  healed,  leaving  no 
trace  of  the  swellings  which  had  been  very  large.  The  child  fully 
recovered. 

In  March,  1865,  I  visited  a  youiig  lady  aged  thirteen  years.  She  ' 
«olnplaiiied  of  a  very  sore  throat.  Pain  much  increased  by  swallow- 
ing. '.  The  throat  is  full :  of  tough  mucus,  which  she  can  neither 
swallow  nor  raise.  Protruding  the  tongue  inereases  the  pain.  Pain 
also  in  the  left  side  of  the  head,  j  Shooting  pains  in  thiB  left  ear  ;  the 
left  side  of  the  neck  is  very'^ainfuLta  touch  or  contact,  and  much 

'  snuiller.  The  tonsils,  the  left  one  Especially,  are  much  swollen  and 
in^med.  One  dose  of  KcUi  bichromicum,  200,  cured  her  entirely 
in  thirty-six  hours.  Twenty-four  hours  after  the  disappearance  of  all 
these  symptoms,  she'  complaiiied  of.  the  same  kind  of  pain  on  the 

.  right' side  of  the  head,  ^nd  in  the « right  ear.    Evidently  the  effect  of 
the  remedy.    These  pains^iisappeared  without  any  further  medicine. 
These  two  cases,  are  only  reported  to  prove  -tke  xiorc^^Xw^^^.  ^\  ^ 


220         AMSBIOAN  HOMCBOPATHIC   OBSBBYEB. 

small  symptom.  G^he  first  oase  is  not  to  be  considered  &  brilliuit 
cure  of  diphtkeria.  For  the  gratification  of  non-homoaopathioiMis  I 
only  remark  that  most  all  oases  of  diphtheria  which  have  oome  imder 
my  care,  have  yielded  to  one  dose  of  one,  seldom  two,  properly  se- 
lected homoeopathic  remedies  in  the  smallest  doses.  The  non^homceo- 
pathicians  who  sneer  at  such  reports,  would  ao  better  to  make-Ae 
'*  experiment  **  before  dealing  in  denunciations.  t 

In  the  English  literature  this  small  symptom  is  not  found.  In  Dr. 
Arnith's  physical  provings  it  is  related  on  page  448,  symptom  130,  .aad 
then  he  says  :  ''Violent  stitches  in  the  left  ear,  extending  into' the  roof 
of  the  mouth,  into  the  corresponding  side  of  the  head  and  into  the  same 
aide  of  the  neck,  which  was  painful  to  the  touch  and  the  glands  swol- 
len."— Matkhsffbr."*^ 


*  This  is  a  misprint.    Should  read,  "  Dr.  Marenzeller.*' 


For  American  Homoeopathio  Obsenrer. 
OASES  FBOM  FBACTIOE. 


BT  F.  X.  8PRANOXB,  M.  D. 


Psoriasis  Guttata. 


The  first  number  of  the  HomoBopathische  Viertelfahres  Schrift  of 
1864  contains  an  article  of  Dr.  Wilhelm  Arnold  of  Heidelberg,  treat- 
ing the  question  of  doses.  The  first  case  is  Psoriasis  guttata,  whidi 
resisted  all  higher  preparations  of  Arsenic  but  two  grains  of  2d  deci- 
mal trituration  once  daily,  cured  the  case  permanently.  I  have  met 
similar  cases  frequently,  some  of  them  having  been  of  five  or  six 
years  duration.  Arsenictim  2d  dec,  trituration  has  always  cured  them 
in  a  short  time,  providing  it  was  indicated. 

KASAL  POLYPUS. 

The  second  case  is  one  of  Nasal  Polypus,  which  was  treated  frr 
a  long  time  with  Cakarea  carhomca^  with  higher  and  lower  dilutions, 
the  lowest  seeming  to  have  some  beneficial  effect.  The  patient  wis 
ihen  put  on  the  usual  officinal  Aqua  calcis,  (lime  water)  a  tablo  spoon- 
fol  to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  mixed  with  a  little  sweet  milk.  In  fiwr 
weeks  the  patient  returned.  Not  the  lightest  trace  of  polypus  ooold 
be  detected. 

This  winter  a  young  man  aged  twenty  applied  to  me  fi>r  treatment, 
having  been  under  the  treatmentiof  five  or  six  most  prominent  allo- 
pathic physicians  of  this  city.  One  of  them,  a  professor  of  surgerji 
pronounced  the  case  cancer  of  the  eye,  which  diagnosis  after- 
wards he  changed.    The  patient  is  a  plumber,  very  much  exposed  to 
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oolcLby  out  door  work,  has  had  sorofalons  tumors  and  abscesses  of  the 
glands  of  the  neok.  After  they  left  him  ho  began  to  have  coryza, 
whioh  remained  and  continually  grew  worse.  In  the  left  nostril,  soon 
afterwards  a  tumor  was  detecuted  of  a  yellowish,  white  color,  spongy, 
moist  appearance.  This  tumor  extended  higher  up,  forced  its  way 
into  the  orbit  behind  the  eye,  displacing  it  one-half  of  its  diameter  to 
the  left  external  angular  process  of  the  orbit,  and  protruding  about 
one-third  of  an  inch  further  than  normal.  The  eye  appeared  per- 
fectly well,  although  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  upper  and  lower  palpebrse 
would  be  so  infiltrated  as  to  form  a  large  tumor.  The  lachrymal  duct 
was  not  obstructed.  The  passage  of  air  through  the  one  nostril  was 
almost  entirely  obstructed ;  only  by  continued  violent  efforts  to  blow 
the  nose,  pus^like  matter  would  be  discharged,  after  which  the  swell- 
ing of  the  eyelids  would  partly  diminish.  But  to  accomplish  this, 
it  would  require  violent  straining  and  blowing  for  hours.  He  was 
downhearted  and  gloomy.  ,  Oreat  pallor  of  the  face.  Had  been  treat- 
ed with  Baunsheidtismus  for  sometime',  was  just  full  of  vesicles 
around  the  neck,  the  result  of  the  operation.  Prescribed  Mercurius 
biniodatus,  2d  dec.  trit.,  one  or  two  grains  to  be  blown  up  into  the 
nostril  thrice  daily.  After  eight  days  the  polypus  in  the  nostril  had 
entirely  disappeared,  but  the  condition  of  the  eye  was  the  same  as 
before.  Now  I  prescribed  Aqua,  calcis,  a  tablespoonful  to  be  taken 
three  times  a  day  mixed  with  a  little  milk,  at  the  same  time  using  the 
Biniodide  of  Mercury  as  before.  This  was  about  six  or  eight  weeks  ' 
ago.  The  patient  is  now  perfectly  well,  no  trace  of  the  disease  to  be 
seen.  The  eye  has  also  returned  to  its  natural  position,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  now  bright  and  cheerful.  Those  physicians  that  have  attended 
him  before,  all  called  his  disease  nasal  polypus  except  the  professor, 
who  diagnosed  cancer  of  the  eye,  but  afterward  aUo  called  it  polypus. 

APOCTNUM   CAN.    IN    DROPSY. 

I  have  lately  treated  several  oases  of  dropsy.  The  first  case 
being  hydrothorax  and  anasarca,  depending  on  organic  disease  of  the 
heart,  percussion  over  the  region  of  the  heart  was  entirely  soundless. 
By  the  use  of  Apocynum  can.  every  sign  of  dropsy  disappeared  in 
two  weeks ;  percussion  sound  of  the  chest  natural.  Patient  feeling 
tolerable  well  withdrew  from  treatment,  not  wisliing  to  take  medicine 
for  the  heart  disease. 

Case  2d..  A  man  80  y card  of  Itge,  found  him  panting  for  breath, 
face  Uoated,  color  of  the  lips,  face  and  finger  nails  of  a  bluish-like  lead 
color,  lower  extremities,  penis,  scrotum  and  abdomen  considerably 
swoll^a,  4K>dy  covered  with  large  drops  of  oold  sweat,  could  scareelY 
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speak  for  want  of  breath.  .  Prescribed  Apocyn.  can.  "Better  in  two 
days,  and  continued  to  improve  ever  since,  (which  was'  last 
December,)  is  able  to  go  to  church  now,  although  the  disease  of  the 
heart  with  which  he  is  affected  will  probably  carry  him  off  before 

long. 

■  Several  other  cases  of  a  similar  and  dissimilar  character  derived 
great  benefit  of  this  remedy.  I  did  not  note  the  symptoms  of  the 
cases  clearly,  but  only  mention  them  to  confirm  what  has  been  writ- 
ten by  several  authors  of  the  virtues  of  Apocyn.  can;  in  curing  dropsy. 
Whether  it  is  homoeopathic  to  dropsy,  or  carries  the  water  off  meohan- ' 
ically,  I  do  not  know,  for  we  have  but  very  few  provings  of  this  drug, 
and  therefore,  we  use  it  only  empirically,  and  necessarily  in  larger 
doses  than  any  other  drug  of  which  we  only  have  finical  data. 
The  tincture  used  I  purchased  from  Dr.  Lodge^  which  is  of  dark 
brown  color.  Five  years  ago  I  had  some  from  an  eastern  pharmacy 
which  was  of  a  gold  yellow  color,  but  which  bad  no  effect  on  dropsy. 
I  usually  give  five  drops  in  a  teaspoonful  of  water  every  two  hours. 


TAPE   WORM   CX7RED. 


.» 


BY  B.  L.  DBSSSBR,  M.  D.,   SEilBSPORT,  MB. 

( 


Mrs.  J.  W.,  on  Nov.  27,  1860,  sent  an  urgent  request  to  me,  desi- 
ring me  to  visit  her  immediately.  I  found  her  suffering  severely. 
Herself  and  friends  thought  her  suffering  arose  from  tape  worm  disease. 
But  upon  examination  I  found  that  her  acute  distress  was  principally 
medicinal ;  the  patient  having  been  previously  treated  with  large  and 
powerful  doses  of  Felix  mas,  and  other  helminthic  remedies,  by  an 
Allopathic  physician.  This  patient  had  been  governed  by  his  care 
and  diligently  treated  by  him  about  three  months. 

When  the  treatment  began,  her  health  was  as  good  as  it  had  been 
during  the  last  six  years,  She  is  now  greatly  emaciated,  suffering 
violent  inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages ;  bowels  have 
not  had  an  action  for  nine  successive  days,  they  are  also  inflamed 
and  tympanitic ;  extremely  sensitive  ;  pulse  wiry,  and  beating  one 
hundred  thirty  beats  per  minute ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  greatly  agitated ; 
fear  of  death,  which  had  been  made  worse  in  the  morning  by  her  former 
physician  having  told  her  that  she  was  at  liberty  to  call  whoever  she 
desired,  he  having  done  all  that  he  could  do  for  her.  Whereupon  9he 
sent  for  me,  and  I  found  her  as  above  described.  The  above  symp- 
toms call  for  Aconite,  which  she  got.  It  being  also  an  helminthic 
remedy,  made  it  a  still  greater  blessing.  We  administered  the  remedy 
as  follows  :  Aconite  tine,  one  drop  to  a  tumblerful  of  cold  water;  two 
teaspoonsful  at  a  dose,  once  an  hour.  As  the  symptoms  abat64i 
lengthened  the  intervals  between  the  doses.  Upon  visiting  our  patient 
the  next  morning,  we  found  her  a  good  deal  better ;  the  bowels  hSA 
operated  copiously  twice  during  the  night,  the  sensitiveness. land  tyn* 
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panitic  state  of  the  belly  had  disappeared.  The  patient  ■  now  got 
"  Aconite  3,"  night  and  morning,  for  one  week ;  then  no  medicine 
for  two  weeks,  though  we  ordered  sponge  bathing  every  day,  with  our 
method  of  diet. 

Having  now  got  up  a  good  tone  of  health  and  strength,  we  began 
tke  treatment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  cure  the  Tape  Worm  discsse. 
The  symptoms  from  which  to  select  a  homoeopathic  remedy  were  very 
meagre  and  rather  obscure.  She  experienced  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
colic,  not  very  intense,  itchiiig  about  the  anus,  and  also  the  nose  ;  inter- 
mit*ent  pain  in  the  limbs,  lassitude  and  nervous  depression,  constipation. 
Feeling  in  the  abdomen  as  if  alive  ;  this  symptom  being  very  marked 
was  the  principal  reason  why  I  selected  Merc,  vivns,  third  potency, 
one  dose  night  and  morning.  The  third  day  following  the  patient 
experienced  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness,  colic,  flatus,  distress  in  the  pit 
of  the  stomach,  with  great  depression  of  spirits,  urgent  desire  to  go  to 
stool.  At  this  time  she  passed  a  piece  of  the  worm  about  one  yard 
in  length. 

The  medicine  was  continued  as  before,  though  the  symptoms  were 
not,  after  the  third  day,  so  violent  as  at  that  time.  The  cure  went  on 
from  day  to  day,  the  |)atient  passing  more  or  less  of  the  worm  at  each 
evacuation,  which  took  place  once  or  twice  each  day,  until  at  the  iend 
of  three  weeks,  when  the  patient  felt  an  uncontrollable  desire  to  go  to' 
stool,  whereupon  she  passed  about  three  yards  in  length  (this  I-  pre- 
served). The  whole  length  of  the  monster,  as  near  as  we  could  judge, 
was  about  twenty-five  feet.  The  head  of  the  moniater  we  could  not 
'  discover,  though  it  was  sought  for  diligently.  In  our  opinion  this  cure 
was  successful,  for  I  have  never  seen  a  more  perfectly  healthy  looking 
person.  Being,  naturally  beautiful,  the  restoration  of  her  health  made 
her  remarkably  more  handsome,  which  occasioned  numerous  comments 
in  regard  to  her  health  by  those  who  were  acquainted  with  her.  This 
patient  remained  in  perfect  health  for  more  than  a  year,  after  that 
time  we  lost  sight  of  her.  This  lady  was  about  twenty -twoy  years,  of 
age,  a  blonde,  born  and  educated  in  the  City  of  London. 


Self-Inoision  for  the  Kelief  of  Stricture  of  tub  U&bthea. 
By  T.  T.  Pyle,  M.  D. — A  man  aged  sixty-five,  who  for  twelve  years 
had  suffered  from  stricture  of  the  urethra  in  consequence  of  injury 
received  by  a  kick  froai  a  horse,  was  accustomed  to  relieve  himself 
by  the  introduction  of  a  catli^tfer.  On  the  evening  of  May  3rd,  1864, 
finding  himself  unable  to  do  bo,  he  got  out  of  bed,  and  with  a  small 
penknife  cut  down  to  the  seat  of  stricture  at  the  under  part  of  the 
urethra,  or  to  use  his  own  words,  '*  felt  where  the  stoppage  was,  and 
slit  it  up."  I  was  called  to  see  him  on  the  following  morning,  and 
found  that  he  had  made  a  clean  incision  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
extent,  to  his  immediate  relief.  I  introduced  a  gum-elastic  catheter, 
and  drew  the  wound  together  by  future.  The  catheter  was  retained 
for  three  days,  and  at  the  end  of  the  week  the  wound  was  completely 
healed.  He  was  then  able  to  pass*  his  urine  in  a  full  stream,  and  has 
-continued  to  do  so  since. 
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I  have  been  induced  to  record  this  case  owing  to  its  peculiarity^ 
from  the  man  having  performed  the  operation  on  himself.  Hls- 
expression  to  me  was,  that  he  wias  sorry  he  had  not  had  pluck  enough 
to  do  it  earlier ;  the  pain  of  the  cut  was  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  instantaneous  relief  to  his  urgent  distress.  I  think  it  right  to 
state  that  he  was  a  sober  man  (quite  sober  at  the  time),  and  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence. — London  Lancet* 

HoMosoPATHY  AND  LiFB  ASSURANCE.— Tfac  dircctors  of  the  Lon* 
don  Life  Assurance  office — the  "  General  Provident  "—at  its  recent 
meeting,  have  placed  on  record  their  opinion  "  that  persons  treated 
by  the  homoeopathic  system  enjoy  more  robust  health,  are  less  fre- 
quently attacked  by  disease,  and  when  attacked  recover  more  rapicBy 
than  those  treated  by  any  other  system  ;  that  with  respect  to  the  more 
fatal  classes  of  disease,  the  mortality  under  homoeopathy  is  small  in 
comparison  with  that  of  allopathy  ;  that  there  are  diseases  not  curable 
at  all  under  the  latter  system,  which  are  perfectly  curable  under  the 
former ;  finally,  that  the  medicines  prescribed  by  homoeopathists  do 
not  injure  the  constitution,  whereas  those  employed  by  allopaths  not 
unfrequently  entail  the  most  serious,  and  in  many  instances  fatal  con- 
sequences." The  directors  further  propose  to  summon  a  meeting  of 
the  shareholders  to  lay  before  them  the  facts  they  have  collected,  and 
the  decision  to  which  they  have  arrived,  namely,  '*  to  open  a  special 
section  for  persons  treated  by  the  homoeopathic  system,  at  a  lower 
rate  of  premium  than  that  charged  on  other  lives." — London  (Eng,) 
Observer. 


^  ♦-»■ 


CiMioiPTTOA  Racehosa. — Dr.  C.  C.  Smith  reports  to  the  **  AmeT' 
icon  HomoBOpcUhi^t,**  a  cure  of  a  case  of  Pleurodynia  with  this  reme- 
dy after  failure  with  Arnica  3,  atd  Bryonia  8. 

Chorea. — Dr.  P.  S.  asks,  "  What  are  the  most  effective  remedies 
in  vehement  chorea?  Will  some  of  our  corr.espondents  please 
reply  ? 

Waters. — Moses  H.  Waters,  M.  D.,  has  located  at  Peru,  Miami 
county,  Indiana. 


*    0    4 


f  Htuarg. 


Geo.  W.  Betteley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 
Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College,  died  on  the  11th  of  March,  set  42 
years  and  three  months.  He  has  left  a  widow  and  two  little  boys  to 
mourn  his  loss. 

Mrs.  B.  proposes  to  publish  Dr.  Betteley's  lectures,  as  delivered 
at  the  Cleveland  College,  Prof.  Gatchell  to  revise  them.  We  hope 
the  profession  will  respond  with  subscriptions  liberally  and  promptly. 


Urartitf  nt  ^Mtmv 


ONE  REMEDY:  AT  A  TIME. 


BY  A.   J.   SAWTKR,   M.   D  ,   MONROE,   MICH. 


A  case  in  practice  taken  from  my  rwte  book,  and  published  to  show  the 
effects  of  single  remedies,  and  the  vnportance  of  single  symptoms. 

Rev.  Mr.  Y.,  aged  forty-eight  years,  florid  complexion,  light  hair, 
active,  energetic,  with  a  good  deal  of  firmness.  Taken  sick  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  with  what  the  doctors  called  typhoid  fever,  after  watching 
with  a  son  who  died  from  the  same  disease.  Was  sick  a  long  while 
and  when  he  began  to  improve  he  improved  very  slowly.  Ate  hear- 
tily for  a  while,  then  lost  his  appetite  almost  entirely.  Broke  out  with 
an  eruption  that  covered  his  entire  body,  interspersed  with  boils. 
The  eruption  was  attended  with  violent  and  almost  intolerable  itching. 
Soon  dropsy  set  in,  extending  to  the  thorax,  which  was  very 
threatening,  producing  great  dyspnoea  and  an  almost  incessant  cough, 
both  of  which  were  much  aggravated  by  lying  down,  consequently  he 
had  to  bo  bolstered  up  in  bed  all  the  time.  At  the  same  time  there  , 
was  an  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  right  thigh  on  the  inner  and 
anterior  aspect,  extending  nearly  ftom  the  knee  to  the  body,  causing 
great  suffering.  Both  of  his  legs  were  greatly  distended,  but  the 
right  especially  so.  Pulse  120  per  minute  and  irregular;  Appetite 
very  poor,  scarcely  none'.  Tongue  thick  and  pale  but  not  much 
furred.  Expectorated  with  great  difliculty  a  thick  tenacious  mucus 
sometimes  mixed  with  blood.  Comparatively  free  from  pain 
except  in  that  inflamed  leg.  Bowels  torpid,  only  moved  by  enema. 
Urine  high-colored  and  scant.  He  was  worse  every  fourth  day 
towards  evening  ;  fever,  M  any,  very  slight,  yet  very  thirsty. 

Such  was  his  condition  when  I  was  called  on  the  2d  of  May,  1865. 

Prescribed  Arsenicum  alb.  4th,  a  dose  every  three  hours  until  there 
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was  an  apparent  improvement,  (which  would  be  manifested  bj  an 
increase  of  urine,  less  dyspnoea  and  diminution  of  anasarca),  then  to 
omit  and  take  Sac.  Lac.  Took  Arsenicum  three  days,  then  omitted 
and  took  Sac.  Lac.  for  three  days.  Ordered  poultice  of  ulmus  fulva  to 
inflamed  leg.  ^ 

May  9th. — Dropsy  disappearing  rapidly.  Able  to  lie  down. 
"Like  folks,  and  would  feel  quite  like  myself  again  but  for  my  leg." 
(To  use  his  own  expression).  Gave  one  dose  of  Arsenicum  4th, 
and  left  Sac.  Lac.  to  be  taken  every  three  hours  till  I  could  see  him 
again. 

May  13.— Found  him  sitting  up  in  chair  and  dressed.  Breathing 
quite  freely  and  dropsy  still  further  diminished.  Leg  feels  much 
better  also,  and  appetite  returning  ;  but  afflicted  with  an  almost  in- 
cessant cough,  especially  wheii  lying  down  and  tsU  nighty  which 
prevented  sleep.  Ordered  Pulsatilla  4th,  a  dose  every  three  hours 
till  an  improvement  (lessening  of  the  cough)  should  take  place,  then 
to  take  Sac,  Lac.  so  l(^ng  as  the  improvement  continued. 

But  before  ho  took  any  of  the  above  he  had  been  taken  into  the 
dining  room  to  dinner,  (the  first  time  he  had  been  out  of  the  room) 
and  sat  so  that  a  cold  east  wind  blew  in  upon  him  from  an  open  win- 
dow. Soon  after  (say  about  2  o'clock  p.m.)  I  was  called  and  found 
him  suffering  with  what  appeared  to  be  colic  pains.  As  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  severe  and- supposing  it  to  be  from  indigestion,  (not  know- 
ing anything  of  his  going  into  the  other  room,  &c.,)  I  ordered  hot 
fomentations  to  the  bowels  and  stomach,  and  left.  But  some  three  or 
four  hours  subsequently  I  was  sent  foi!'  in  great  haste,  the  messenger 
saying  "  the  Elder  was  dying,  &c.,  &." 

When  I  arrived  I  found  him  in  perfect  agony,  and  as  cold  as  a 
corpse,  and  covered  with  a  cold  clammy  sweat.  Pulse  scarcely  per- 
ceptible and  wiry.  He  was  in  a  half  sitting  posture,  groaning 
frantically  and  shaking  violently  from  head  to  foot,  The  pains  were 
principally  located  in  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels^  (hypogastrium) 
between  the  urribUicibs  and  pubes,  of  a  pressing,  sc/ueezing  character, 
and  intolerahle. 

I  gave  one  dose  of  Colocynth  6th  in  water,  and  went  to  my  office 
to  see  if  I  had  made  the  proper  selection.  Found  I  had,  and  returned 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  yet,  although  he  thought  the  pain  in  bowels  a 
little  easier,  he  shook  so  he  could  but  with  great  difficulty  speak  so 
that  I  could  understand  him.  Waited  about  twenty  minutes,  and 
finding  that  although  the  pain  wag  rapidly  subsiding,  yet  the  chill  and 
shaking  did  not  abate  in  the  least.     I  then  put  five  drops  of  the  tino- 
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tare  of  Gelseminum  in  a  iumber  half  full  of  water.  Gave  a  teaspoon- 
ful.  Ordered  the  dose  repeated  every  twenty  minutes  till  the  chill 
began  to  abate,  then  to  wait,  and  if  fever  followed  to  begin  again  and 
repeat  every  half  hour  till  it  began  to  abate,  then  stop  ;  giving  noth- 
ing else  until  I  came,  unless  he  should  be  troubled  with  that  cough, 
when  they  should  give  a  dose  of  Pulsatilla  and  repeat  half  hourly  till 
an  improvement  appeared,  then  to  stop  ;  and  I  left  for  the  night. 

May  14,  9  A.  m. — Found  him  sleeping  soundly  and  sweating  pro- 
fusely. Had  been]  sweating  ever  since  taking  the  fourth  dose  of 
Gelseminum.  Soon  after  the  sweating  appeared  that  incessant  cough 
set  in  again,  but  one  dose  of  Pulsatilla  arrested  it,  since  which  time  he 
had  been  sleeping  soundly.  Ordered  thelu  to  give  nothing  till  I  could 
see  him  again. 

6  o'clock  p.  M. — Found  him  in  bed  perfectly  easy,  but  in  a  profuse 
perspiration  which  had  never  ceased  during  the  day.  He  was  lying 
down,  breathing  freely,  and  appeared  to  be  surprised  that  he  was 
really  alive.  He  said  no  one  must  ever  tell  him  there  was  nothing 
in  homoeopathic  practice,  or  talk  about  coincidences  ;  for  he  had  now 
seen  a.iid  felt  the  proof  of  its  eflBlcacy.  He  had  not  taken  that  first 
dose  ten  minutes  before  he  felt  that  terrible  pain  leaving,  f  ordered 
him  to  take  nothing  but  Sac.  Lac.  unless  that  cough  appeared  again, 
when  he  was  to  take  as  before,  Pulsatilla. 

May  16. — Found  him  very  comfortable  but  qufte  feeble,  and  com- 
plaining of  a  great  tenderness  in  the  bottom  of  his  feet,  the  skin  hav- 
ing peeled  off  during  his  long  sickness.  Has  taken  but  one  dose  of 
medicine  since  I  saw  him,  and  that  was  this  morning,  for  the  cough 
(Pulsatilla)  which  arrested  it  immediately.  Ordered  to  take  no 
more  medicine. 

May  18. —Still  improving.     No  medicine. 

June  9.  — Still  improving.  No  coughs  no  dropsy,  good  appetite^ 
sleeps  well,  riding  and  walking  about,  feels  well. 

For  the  American  Ilomoeopathic  Observer. 

HOMCEOPATHY  IN  CANADA. 


Dr.  Johnson  very  truly  says,  **  that  every  science  has  its  difficul- 
ties ;"  and  what  is  true  of  homoeopathy  is  also  true  of  every  other 
new  idea  predestined  to  greatness.  It  will  have  to  encounter  oppo- 
sition proportionate  to  the  influence  it  is  intended  to  exert  upon 
society,  or  benefit  mankind  by  uprooting  some  present  existing  evil. 
The  greater  the  reform  it  is  destined  to  work,  the  more  violent  and 
fierce  will  be  the  opposition.     Thus  it  has  been,  that  homoeopathy,  in 
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pressing  her  claims  upon  the  attention  of  suffering  humanitji  has  met 
and  conquered  her  share  of  public  and  private  animosity.  The  op- 
probrious epithets  heaped  upon  the  noble  pipneers  of  our  science  in 
her  youthful  dajlj  fa-H  unheeded  and  harmless  upon  her  exponents 
of  the  presdi^  ifoe.  Legal  enactments,  based  upon  justice  to  every 
medical  secfi^  tUo  respectability  and  increasing  confidence  and  num- 
bers of  the  ijitfurers  of  the  New  School,  form  a  protection  for  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  which  it  is  to  be  feared  they  do 
not  fully  appreciate 

'*  But  the  friends  and  advocates  of  a  new  cause,  in  their  zeal  to 
serve  it,  sometimes  deal  the  deadliest  blows  to  its  future  progress." 
Success  has  always  attended  its  practice  wherever  it  has  been  intro- 
duced, particularly  in  the  United  States  and  Germany,  where  almost 
from  the  beginning  it  received  legal  sanction.  But  in  some  other 
countries  its  fate  has  been  somewhat  different.  A  short  time  since  a 
bill  to  legalize  the  practice  of  homoeopathy  was  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  of  Australia,  and  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  Similar 
attempts  in  Great  Britain  and  other  of  its  provinces  have  met  a  sim- 
ilar fate,  and  at  present.  Western  Canada  is  the  only  portion  of  the 
empire  wherein  a  homoeopathic  physician  can  collect,  by  a  process  of 
law,  his  regular  charges  for  services  rendered  while '  practicing  under 
a  homoeopathic  diploma. 

But  even  in  Canada  the  field  has  been  stoutly  contested.  Owing 
to  the.  conservative  element  in  the  population  being  large,  and  decid- 
edly slow  to  investigate  the  claims  of  anything  new,  homoeopathy  has 
had  to  contend  with  a  more  determined  opposition  than  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States.  And  hence,  those  veterans  who  have  fought  in 
the  front  ranks  of  the  contest  and  seen  victory  crown  their  labors, 
have  reason  to  rejoice  and  feel  proud  of  their  efforts.  But  here  the 
climax  was  only  reached  xifter  she  had  won  her  way  to  popular  favor 
by  the  comparative  superiority  of  her  treatment,  and  the  bill  placing 
homoeopathy  on  a  level  with  the  time  honored  system  of  -^scalapius 
passed  both  houses  of  the  Canadian  Legislature  and  became  the  law 
of  the  land.  Under  this  Act,  a  Board  of  Examiners  was  constituted 
(a  part  being  elected  annually  by  the  practitioners  resident  in  the 
Province)  to  examine  candidates  for  degrees,  reporting  the  same  to 
the  Governor,  who  grants  a  provincial  license  "  to  practice  physic, 
surgery  and  midwifery  in  Upper  Canada  as  they  are  taught  and 
practiced  by  homoeopathists."  The  Act  says  : — "The  candidate  must 
be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  must  have  fallowed  medical  studies 
uninterruptedly  for  not  less  than  four  years  under  the  care  of  one 
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or  more  duly  qualified  medical  practitioners,  he  must  have  attended 
at  some  University  or  Incorporated  School  of  medicine,  not  less  than 
two  six  months  courses  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery,  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  Midwifery,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  respectively,  and  not  less  than  one  six  months  course  of 
Clinical  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  respectively."  Now  I 
contend  that  the  above  law  is  sufficiently  exacting  in  all  its  require- 
ments to  secure,  (if  legal  enactments  will  do  it)  medical  men  well 
qualified  to  propagate  the  homoeopathic  doctrine,  and  do  honor  to  the 
profession.  But  some  of  the  members  of  the  "Board,"  it  appears, 
thought  otherwise,  for  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  July,  1863,  the 
following  By  Law  was  passed :  "  That  no  candidate  shall  be  admit- 
ted for  examination  by  the  **  Board,"  who,  after  the  publication  of 
this  By  Law  in  the  Canada  Gazette,  shall  have  practiced  medicine  in 
this  Province  for  hire^  gaiUy  or  hope  oi  reward,  without  having  }the 
provincial  license  so  to  practice." 

At  present  there  is  a  greater  demand  in  Canada  for  homoeopathic 
practitioners  than  at  any  previous  period  in  the  history  of  this  great 
reform,  calling  loudly  upon  every  young  man  entering  the  medical 
profession,  **  to  look  before  he  leaps,"  and  to  earnestly  devote  himself 
to  the  acquisition  of  a  thorough  medical  education,  and  he  will  be 
well  repaid  for  his  labor.  But  then,  here  comes  ^s  stumbling-block! 
An  allopathic  student,  graduating  in  the  United  Stages  colleges,  after 
a  three  years  study  can  come  into  Canada  and  commence  practice 
until  his  four  years  are  complete,  when  he  obtains  his  Canadian 
license  upon  application,  already  securing  a  good  location.  But  if  the 
homoeopathic  student  attempts  a  similar  course,  he  never  can  obtain 
his  Canadian  license.  Every  young  man  entering  our  ranks  has  not 
the  means  to  remain  out  of  business  the  fourth  year,  and  commence 
practice  when  his  time  expires,  without  entering  some  other  occupa- 
tion in  the  meantime  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  in  which  he  has  not  time 
to  devote  to  his  medical  studies  the  requisite  amount  of  reading  to 
keep  himself  posted,  to  say  nothing  of  the  practical  part  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

The  question  arises,  would  he  not  be  better  prepared  for  all  the 
duties  of  his  profession  by  the  study  and  practice  he  acquires  in  his 
fourth  year,  than  by  teaching  school  as  many  do,  to  obtain  the  means 
for  commencing  practice.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  majority  of 
students  entering  the  profession  who  make  Our  best  practitioners  and 
take  a  first  rank  as  medical  men,  are  those  who  have  to  rely  on  their 
wn   individual  efforts,  and  VHyrk  their  •  way  to  eminence  and  fame 
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The  effects  of  the  existing  by-law  is  to  drive  some  of  oar  best  students 
into  practice  in  the  States  (where  there  arcj  strong  inducement^  I 
must  confess)  where,  after  they  have  built  up  a  practice,  they  will  be 
slow  to  give  it  up  for  the  privilege  of  building  another  in  Canada.  I 
contend,  that  for  the  advancement  and  future  benefit  of  homoBopathy 
iu  the  Province  at  the  present,  our  polity  should  be  a  liberal  one,  and 
not  t^e  moat  strict  possible  to  devise.  That  we  should  rather  study 
what  inducements  can  we  offer  young  practitioners  to  make  Canada 
their  future  home,  instead  of,  what  more  rigid  laws  can  we  invent  to 
subserve  some  personal  pique,  or  secure  some  private  aims.  The 
h<Hnoeopathic  student,  after  a  three  years  study  is  as  well  qualified  to 
practice  medicine  in'  its  various  departments  with  much  less  danger 
to  his  patient,  and  far  greater  success  than  his  allopathic  brother  can 
ever  hope  to  attain,  and  yet  he  is  prevented  doing  so.  From  the  sub- 
lime to  the  ridiculous  is  but  a  step,  and  apparently  we  have  taken  it. 
We  have  been  suddenly  transformed  from  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
and  I  trust  we  will  by  and  by  regain  our  equilibrium  ere  it  is  too  late . 

Veritas. 


.    For  American.  Homoeopathic  Observer, 
CASE  OF  SCHtBHUS  TUMOB. 


REPORTED    BY  J.    1).   BUCK,  M.  ». 


A  case  has  lately  come  into  my  hands  upon  which  there  seems  toi^ 
be  some  diversity  of  opinion,  and  as  it  is  quite  probable  that  similar 
cases  may  have  come  to  the  notice  of  other  practitioners  of  our  school, 
I  desire  to  report  it  for  the  benefit  of  their  diagnosis,  and  should  be 
glad  to  hear  from  others  on  the  subject. 

Mrs.  H.  aet  32,  has  been  for  many  years,  to  use  her  own  language, 
"  troubled  with  her  stomach,"  and  was  at  one  time  under  treatment 
for  it  in  Germany.  But  I  was  not  able  to  get  any  definite  symptoms 
dating  back  more  than  a  few  months,  that  would  seem  to  aid  in  the 
diagnosis.  In  Jan.  last,  she  had  a  miscarriage  while  under  'the  care 
of  another  physician.  And  again  in  the  early  part  of  May  I  was  called 
to  see  her  after  she  had  been  delivered  of  a  two-month's  foetus.  She 
recovered  readily  from  this  "  mishap,"  and  some  three  weeks  since  I 
was  again  summoned.  Found  the  patient  in  bed,  and  apparently  near 
her  end,  as  ^he  had  bidden  her  family  farewell,  and  was  sure  ake 
could  live  but  a  few  moments.  After  quieting  the  fears  of  the  really 
distressed  family,  I  proceeded  to  make  as  careful  an  examination  as 
possible. 

Pulse  very  feeble,  and  at  times  intermittent,  never  'running   over 
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^fty  per  minute.  Face  flushed  and  anxious.  Respiration  difficult. 
Extremities  cold,  with  a  prickling  sensation  in  the  fore  arms.  There 
had  been,  for  some  time  previous,  entire  loss  of  appetite,  great  thirst, 
with  ^inability  to  bear  more  than  a  swallow  or  two  of  drink  at  a  time. 
There  was  present  a  large  amount  of  flatus,  of  which  the  patient  re- 
lieved herself  in  considerable  quantities.  She  complained  of  a  severe 
dragging  pain  just  behind  the  ensiform  appendix  of  the  sternum,  and 
also  pain,  with  a  sensation  of  constriction  in  the  left  hypochondrium. 

These  last  two  symptoms  had  been  present  for  some  time,  and  have 
since  continued  with  more  or  less  severity ;  and  she  had  had  occa- 
sional vomiting  of  slimi/  mucus.  Sometimes  vomiting  followed 
immediately  after  drinking,  never  of  a  dark  color.  She  said  she  had 
a  "  lump  "  in  her  right  side,  which  had  been  noticed*  for  more  than  a 
year,  but  which  she  had  not  before  mentioned  to  me,  as  she  had 
shown  it  to  several  doctors  who  had  told  her  it  was  "  noihing^''  and 
would  go  away  !  Upon  examination,  I  found  in  the  right  hypochon- 
drium a  hard,  unyielding  substance,  apparently  about  three  inches  in 
diameter,  and  lying  just  beneath  the  peritoneum,  moving  to  some 
extent  laterally  and  upioardf  and  when  occupying  its  own  position, 
resting  just  below  the  pylorus,  never  reaching  quite  as  high  as  the 
gall  bladder,  or  below  the  entrance  of  the  ductus  communis  choledochus. 
There  was  no  icterus,  and  the  stools  when  passed  Appeared  natural. 
The  urine  was  natural  also,  as  to  both  quantity  and  quality. 

The  paroxysm  referred  to,  although  the  most  severe,  was  neither 
the  first  nor  the  last  of  the  kind,  and  in  the  present  instance  yielded 
in  a  few  hours  to  Aeon,  and  Nux  3. 

Now  it  is  evident  that  there  is  pf  esent  a  tumor  of  some  kind.  One 
Dr.  Called  it  an  ovarian  tumor,  and  another  dropsy  ;  but  I  can  see 
nothing,  either  in  symptom  or  locality,  to  support  such  opinions. 

I  have  diognosed  a  scirrhus  tumor  situated  upon  the  duodenum, 
below,  but  interfering  with  the  pylorus,  and  above  the  entrance  of  the 
duct  c.  c,  and  with  this  diagnosis  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  all  the  symptoms. 

First.  The  paroxysms  referred  to,  are  such  as  are  frequently  met 
with,  and  by  some  authors  termed  "Spasm  of  the  pylorus.'*  That 
the  presence  of  the  tumor  should  interfere  with  the  action  of  the 
"  valve,"  is  very  natural,  and  the  symptoms  which  follow  conclusive. 
Again,  the  pain  referred  to  the  sternal  region,  which  is  of  a  dragging 
character,  may  be  owing  to  tension  made  upon  *  the  gastro-phrenic 
lig.,  and  in  the  left  hypochondrium  to  a.  like  tension  upon  the  gastro- 
splenic   omentum,   together  with   nervous   irritation  in  the   several 
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parts,  I  am  led  to  diagnose  scirrhus.  First,  from  ^the  general 
appearance  of  the  patient.  Although  emaciation  is  not  very  great, 
there  is  a  cadaverous,  and  earthy  expression  of  countenance.  The 
diagnosis  is  farther  supported  hy  anorexia,  thirst,  the  burning,  shoot- 
ing character  of  the  pains,  when  referred  to  the  gastric  region  ;  from 
the  vomiting  of  mucus,  or  slime,  and  from  the  frequent  seat  of  the 
disease  in  this  locality.  The  prognosis  in  this  case  as  in  most  others 
of  the  kind,  is  very  unfavorable.  Arsen.  iod.  3d,  was  given,  to  be 
taken  three  times  per  day,  but  with  very  little  encouragement  as  to 
the  probable  result.  The  case  is  not  likely  to  go  out  of  my  hand,  as 
the  lady  refuses  to  take  other  medicine  than  such  as  I  have  prescribed. 
Although  she  has  at  my  request  submitted  to  the  examination  of 
other  physicians,  I  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  all  the  facts  that  may 
hereafter  transpire  ;  and  should  there  be  a  fatal  termination,  endeav- 
'Or  to  have  a  post  mortem  examination. 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  June  27,  1865. 


Tor  the  American  I  [omoeopathic  Observer. 
HYDRASTIS  CANADENSIS. 


BY  H.    WIOAKD,  M.  D.,   DAYTON,  O. 


A  married  woman,  aged  21 ;  mother  of  one  child,  three  years  old ; 
of  nervous  temperament,  blue  eyes,  light  hair;  prolapsus  uteri  and 
leucorrhcea  of  several  years  standing, — took  cold  by  getting  her  feet 
wet,  during  the  last  days  of  her  monthly  period  (Nov.  1864). 

Found  her  suflPering  from  chills  and  high  fever,  pain  in  the  bowels 
and  uterine  region,  and  frequent  dysenteric  evacuations.  Gclseminum 
and  Aconite  removed  these  complaints,  except  the  pains.  These  con- 
tinued with  increased  severity.  She  says  "It  feels  like  wind."  A 
lump,  the  size  of  a  hen*s  egg,  rises  and  falls  in  the  right  iliac  and 
lumbar  regions.  Sharp  pains  around  the  umbilicus,  extending  to  the 
left  ovarian  and  splenal  region.  Moans  continually,  and  at  times  her 
outcries  are  very  distressing.  Very  restless;  no  sleep;  abdominal 
walls  painful  to  pressure ;  discharge  of  flatus,  which  sounds  like  the 
report  of  a  pistol ;  tongue  and  lips  parched  and  dry ;  little  thirst ; 
loathing  of  food  ;  constipation ;  injections  per  anura  followed  by  bullet- 
shaped  faeces  ;  offensive,  pus-like  discharge  from  vagina ;  great  tender- 
ness of  OS  uteri ;  pale  and  haggard ;  hiccough  ;  hectic  fever  ;  cold 
sweats ;  bed-sores.  The  latter  symptoms  developed  themselves  grad- 
ually during  an  illness  of  three  weeks.  Pains  in  the  hovels  and 
uterine  region  were  constant.     All  the  homoeopathic  remedies,  appn- 
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rentlj,  indicated,  and  appliances  usually  employed  in  similar  oases, 
failed,  in  toto,  to  afford  any  permanent  relief.  Finally,  I  gave  one- 
eighth  of  a  gra\n  of  Morphine.  This  brought  on  violent  spasmodic 
action  and  delirium,  followed  by  restless  sleep  of  several  hours  dura-' 
tion.  Pains  retured.  She  grew  weaker  ;  extremities  icy-cold.  Death 
seemed  inevitable.  Remembering  that  Eclectics  employ  Hydrastis 
as  a  tonic,  and  in  order  "  to  do  something ^^^  I  poured  six  to  eight 
drops  of  the  tincture  in  a  glass  of  water,  and  ordered  a  dessert- 
spoonful every  hour.  (I  had  not  perused  Dr.  Hale-s  work  at  this 
time.) 

Called  early  next  morning.  No  groans  or  outcries  jarred  my 
nerves  at  a  distance  from  the  house,  as  heretofore.  Has  she  been 
raised  to  a  liigher  plane  of  spiritual  existence  ?  No  crape  on  the 
door-bell  knob  I  Death-like  stillne«s  pervades  the  house.  Is  she  just 
expiring?  Noiselessly  I  enter  her  apartment,  to  be  witness  of  a 
death-bed  scene.  Not  so.  She  only  sleepeth  I  The  "first  natural 
sleep  for  three  long  weeks. 

After  the  third  or  fourth  dose,  the  pains  ceased,  and  she  fell 
asleep.  Hydrastis  was  continued  for  four  to  five  days.  Appetite 
returned,  bowels  moved  regularly,  and  she  made  a  steady  and  speedy 
recovery. 

The  question  arises  in  my  mind  :  Could  the  same  result  have  been 
attained  by  the  30th  or  200th  attenuation  of  Hydrastis  ? 


GliEANINGS    FROM    ALLOPATHIC    LITEBATUItE. 


As  physicians  practicing  homoeopath ically,  we  naturally  look  to  the 
.writings  of.  our  homoeopathic  colleagues  for  information  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  curing  diseases ;  but  we  should  not,  therefore,  neglect  what 
goes  on  in  the  old  school,  as  the  practice  of  our  allopathic  brethren, 
revolutionized  as  it  has  been  of  late  years  by  the  indirect  influence  of 
homoeopathy — will  often  give  us  serviceable  hints  in  the  treatment  of 
disease.  Indeed,  some  of  the  nominal  partisans  of  Hippocratic  physic 
tread  so  closely  on  the  heels  of  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  on  first  reading  some  of  their  recorded  cases,  which  of 
the  two  schools  the  practitioner  swears  allegiance  to — possibly  close 
investigation  would  show  that  he  does  so  to  neither. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  the  last  Year  Book  of  the  New  Sydenham 
Society  to  cast  a  retrospective  glance  at  some  of  the  most  interesting 
things  that  have  been  recorded  in  the  allopathic  literature  of  1863. 

CAUSES  OF  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 

Dr.  C.  Murchison  remarks  with  regard  to  Typhus — 1.  Its  tendency 
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to  prevail  in  great  epidemics  ;  2.  It  prevails  most  towards  the  end  of 
winter  and  least  towards  the  end  of  summer ;  3.  Destitution  is  its 
most  powerful  predisposing  cause ;.  4.  It  is  eminently  contagious ; 
5.  Defective  ventilation  and  overcrowding,  exercise  a  powerful  infio.- 
ence  on  its  production  and  propagation.  Relapsing  Fever  is  also  an 
epidemic  disease.  Starvation  seems  to  have  most  to  do  with  its  pro- 
duction. Enteric  Fever,  on  thcv  other  hand,  is  an  endemic  disease. 
It  prevails  most  in  autumn.  Its  increase  is  favored  by  warm,  but 
/checked  by  cold  and  wet  weather.  It  is  slightly  contagious.  Emana- 
tions from  sewage  and  certain  forms  of  putrefying  animal  matter  pro- 
duce it.  Dr.  Murchison  does  not  believe  it  to  be  caused  by  the  pres- 
ence of  the  stools  of  enteric  patients  in  the  sewage,  and  gives  a  num- 
ber of  facts  and  experiments  in  proof  of  this  opinion. 

PATHOGNOMONIC  SIGNS  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

MM.  Primavera  and  Prudenti  state  that  in  typhoid  fever  the  chlo- 
rides are  absent  from  the  urine.  The  phosphates  and  urates  are  also 
much  diminished.  When  recovery  conimencos,  the  phosphates  are 
first  rapidly  increased,  then  the  urates,  and  lastly  the  chlorides,  by 
which  time  convalescence  is  established. 

STATISTICS    OF    THE    TREATMENT    OF     CONTINUED    FEVER. 

Dr.  T.  K.  Chambers  treated  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  in  twelve 
years  230  cases  of  continued  fever.  Of  these  109  were  treated  with 
neutral  salines  three  or  four  times  a  day,  small  doses'  of  Hydr.  c. 
Creta  once  or  twice  a  day  at  first,  and  afterwards  bark,  ammonia,  and 
wine.  The  others  were  treated  with  liquid  animal  food  every  two 
hours,  and  a  dose  of  dilute  muriatic  acid.  Of  the  first  group  twenty 
one  died ;  of  the  second  three.  The  mean  period  of  convalescence 
was  shortened  2^  days  by.  the  acid  treatment. 

^ARRACENIA    IN    SMALLPOX. 

C.  J.  Renshaw  relates  three  cases  of  smallpox  not  confluent,  appa- 
rently benefited  by  decoction  of  Sarracenia.  One  had  not  been  vac- 
cinated.    No  pitting  in  any. 

Haldane  gave  the  decoction  to  six  patients,  unmodified  by  vaccina- 
tion, and  saw  no  efiect. 

J.  F.  Marson  tried  it  in  fifteen  cases.     All  died. 

PITTING    IN    SMALLPOX. 

F.  Bowfin  practiced  with  success  puncturing  the  vesicles,  from  the 
fifth  to  the  seventh  day  with  a  needle  dipped  in  a  solution  of  Arg. 
Nitr.  ^  dram  to  Aq.  1  oz.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  vescicles  dried 
up,  leaving  no  itching  or  unpleasantness. 
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MEASLES   PROpUCEP    BY   MOULDY  FLAX-SEED   MEAL. 

Dr.  Kennedy  relates  that  a  boy,  aet.  15,  in  perfect  health,  had  a 
quantity  of  mouldy  flax-seed  meal  thrown  on  his  face.  It  got  into  his 
eyes  and  probably  down  his  throat.  He  was  at  once  seized  with 
smarting,  and  watering  of  eyes,  running  from  nose,  eough,  and  dysp- 
noea. His  face  soon  became  very  much  swollen,  eyelids  and  eyes  red, 
dyspnoea  urgent.  Great  excitement  of  the  system.  The  following 
day,  except  the  rash,  he  appeared  like  a  boy  suffering  a  severe  attack 
of  measles.  In  a  former  number  we  mentioned  the  experience  of  I>r. 
Salisbury  in  the  production  of  measles  from  the  fungi  in  mouldy  straw. 
Dr.  Kennedy  found  similar  fungi  in  the  mouldy  flax-seed  meal. 

SUBCUTANEOUS     ADMINISTRATION    OF     QUININE    IN    AGUE. 

W.  J.  Moore  injects  subcutaneously  a  solution  of  30  grs.  of  Qui- 
nine to  i  oz.  of  water  and  viij — x.  minims  of  Acid  Sulph.  dil.     He    - 
says  4  to  5  grs.  administered  in  this  way  are  equal  in  effect  to  5  or 
6  times  that  amount  given  by  the  stomach. 

HEMOSTATIC    TREATMEWT   OF    CHOLERA,    icC.  \ 

T.  S.  Wise  advises  the  application  of  the  tourniquet  in  the  cold 
stage  of  ague,  choleraic  collapse  and  similar  states. 

COBWEB   IN     FEVERS. 

Dr.  J.  Donaldson  tried  cobweb  in  the  intermittent,  remittent,  and 
continued  fevers  of  India,  and  reports  favorably.  The  dose  is  5  grs. 
in  pill,  ter  die,  or  oftener.  It  may  be  given  as  well  during  the  parox-  . 
ysms  as  the  intermissions,  and  quickly  relieves  the  almost  insupport- 
able headache  and  restlessness  of  an  acute  attack.  It  cured  quartans 
and  other  invetemte  fevers  that  had  resisted  the  most  heroic  doses  of 
quinine. 

STATISTICS    OF    THE    TREATMENT   OF    RHEUMATIC    FEVER. 

Of  26  cases  treated  by  Dr.  T.  K.  Chambers  with  1  dram  of  Pot,  NiU*., 
ter  die,  the  mean  stay  in  hospital  was  40  days.  Of  341  treated  with 
bihoral  doses  of  1  scruple  of  Pot.  Bicarb.,  the  mean  stay  was  .34-3  days. 
Of  33  treated  with  smaller  doses  of  the  same,  40  davs.  Of  11  treated 
without  drugs,  except  an  occasional  dose  of  opium,  30  days.  Of  the 
26  treated  with  Pot.  Nitr.,  5  were  attacked  with  heart-disease,  and  4 
died.  Of  174  treated  with  Pot.  Bicarb.,  9  had  inflammation  of  the 
heart,  and  none  died.  Of  63  either  bedded  in  sheets,  or  who  had  wil- 
fully thrown  oft*  their  blankets,  6  contracted  newly  pericarditis  at 
least,  if  not  endocarditis  as  well;  3  had  a  relapse  of  pericai'ditis  on 
old  cardiac  disease ;  5  had  endocarditis  alone  (one  from  an  accidental 
wetting)  ;  1  a  relapse  of  endocarditis  on  old  cardiac  disease.  Not  4 
per  cent,  had  inflammation  of  the  heart.     That  is  to  say,  that  bedding 
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in  blankets  reduces  from  16  to  4  the  risk  ran  by  patients  in  rheumatio 
fever. 

Rheumatic  fever  is  one  of  those  diseases  the  treatment  of  which 
even  a  homoeopathic  practitioner  would  like  to  see  improved.  Though, 
as  far  as  our  experience  goes,  the  mortality  is  small  and  the  liability 
to  cardiac  inflammation  slight  under  homoeopathic  treatment,  still  the 
disease  is  often  extremely  tedious,  relapses  are  by  no  means  unknown, 
and  endo-  and  pericarditis  occur  too  frequently.  Hence,  anything 
that  will  diminish  these  accidents  must  be  welcome  to  any  practitioner. 
The  simple  expedient  of  making  the  patient  lie  between  the  blankets 
in  place  of  the  sheets  is  not  too  insignificant  to  be  despised  by  us. 
We  have  repeatedly  seen  the  good  effects  of  giving  Bicarbonate  of 
Potash  in  rheumatic  fever,  and  now  never  hesitate  to  administer  it  in 
alternation  with  the  indicated  homoeopathic  remedy.  Rheumatic  fever 
seems  to  be  just  one  of  these  diseases  where  it  is  advantageous  to 
practice  a  little  chemistry  in  addition  to  the  specific  treatment. 

STRYCHNIA   IN   PALSY. 

J.  R.  Reynolds  relates  a  case  of  incipient  wasting  palsy  cured  by 
strychnia,  -g^th  of  a  grain  ter  die.  The  patient,  aet.  30,  had  fallen, 
on  his  head, 'when  skating  in  the  park,  and  some  weeks  afterwards 
suffered  from  impaired  vision  and  dilation  of  pupil  of  left  eye,  and 
constant  pain  in  head.  These  symptoms  ceased,  but  nine  or  ten  months 
after  the  accident  the  muscles  of  left  arm  and  shoulder  began  to 
waste.  The  interrupted  current  improved  the  bulk  and  nutrition  of 
the  muscles  without  removing  the  paralysis. 

MUTUAL     ANTIDOTAL    PROPERTIES  OF    NARCOTICS. 

Brown-Sequard  remarks  that,  in  the  treatment  of  meningitis  or 
neuralgia,  patients  who  cannot  bear  a  double  dose  of  belladonna  or  any 
other  narcotic,  will  bear  very  well  a  full  dose  of  two  taken  together. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  give  one  of  the  medicines  in  a  smaller 
dose. 

CANNABIS    INDICA    IN    TRISMUS. 

Fraser  records  a  case  of  trismus  algidus  resulting  from  exposure 
to  wet  and  cold,  so  severe  that  the  jaws  could  only  be  separated  by 
considerable  force.  He  gave  Ext.  Cann.Ind.,  commencing  with  \  gr., 
0.  h.,  increasing  the  dose  to  gr.  iiij  o.  h.  In  seven  days  116  grains 
were  taken.  He  improved  gradually  and  made  a  good  recovery.  A 
similar  attack  he  had  had  a  year  previously  ceased  spontaneously  in 
three  weeks. 

TEST  FOR    ALCOHOLIC    POISONING. 

Pion  y  recommends  the  internal  administration  of  ammonia  as  a 
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touohstone  in  all  cases  of  severe  nervous  disorders  occurring  in  an 
individual  given  to  alcoholic  excess.  If  the  symptoms  are  owing  to 
the  alcohol,  they  are  dissipated  under  the  use  of  ammonia  with  remark- 
able rapidity ;  if  they  persist,  their  cause  must  be  sought  elsewhere. 
Liq.  AmmonisB  he  considers  a  certain  cure  for  all  symptoms  caused 
\y  the  abuse  of  alcohol. 

ARSENIC   IN   PHTHISIS. 

A.  Leared  records  9  cases  in  Which  he  tried  this  remedy ;  4  with 
cough  and  expectoration  ;  3  were  improved,  pains  of  chest  removed  in 
1,  night  sweats  averted  in  2,  flushing  of  face  much  relieved  in  1,  appe- 
tite greatly  increased  in  1. 

The  same  practitioner  speaks  highly  of  the  hot-air  bath  in  phthisis. 

ACETATE  OF  LEAD  IN  PNEUMONIA. 

Lendet  gave  it  in  40  cases  (31  males,  9  females)  of  whom  3  died. 
In  all  but  one  the  disease  was  unilateral.  Mean  age,  36^  years.  Du- 
ration of  the  use  of  the  medicine  from  1  to  16  days,  average  6.  Total 
quantity  administered  from  7  to  80  grains,  average  40  grains.  No 
sign  of  poisoning  was  produced,  nor  any  blue  line ;  no  constipation ; 
in  half  the  cases,  diarrhoea.  On  the  pulse  the  effect  was  to  diminish 
the  number  of  pulsations  from  100  or  120  to  70,  60,  and  even  60  or 
40  on  the  4th  day  of  treatment.     Convalescence  was  rapid. 

A   NEGATIVE    DOCTOR. 

Skoda  believes  we  can  have  no  certainty  as  to  whether  pneumonia 
is  commencing.  He  has  no  faith  in  the  possibility  of  arresting  it  at 
an  early  stage.  When  the  disease  has  declared  itself  we  have  no  sure 
guide  in  each  case  to  a  successful  treatment.  He  finds  that  abstinence 
from  blood-letting  does  ncft  now  give  a  favorable  rate  of  mortality 
(whatever  it  may  have  done  under  Dietl  some  years  ago).  The  epi- 
demic tendency  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  fatality  of  it.  Treatment 
exerts  no  remarkable  influence  on  the  mortality  on  a  large  scale. 
There  is  no  specific  for  pneumonia.  Tartar  emetic  affords  no  relief 
unless  it  causes  vomiting  or  diarrhoea.  Calomel  is  not  advisable. 
Digitalis  has  produced  no  good  results.  Nitre  and  similar  salts  have 
no  influence  on  pneumonia.  The  kind  of  treatment  employed  has  no 
influence  over  cqrisecutive  diseases,  especially  tuberculosis. 

The  affirmations  to  set  against  these  negatives  are  quite  insignifi- 
cant. Opium  is  useful  as  a  palliative  in  those  patients  who  bear  it 
well.  Quinine  is  good  for  pneumonia  associated  with  intermittent 
fever,  and  also  in  dyspnoea  when  the  action  of  the  heart  is  irregular, 
rapid,  and  ineffectual,  owing  to  exhaustion  of  nerve-power.  Inhala- 
tion of  ether  and  chloroform  affords  momentary  relief.    Warm  appli 
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cations  giy«  relief  except  when  there  is  great  force  and  oppressioti, 
when  they  cause  distress.  Cold  applications  are  very  useful  in  trau- 
matic pneumonia.     Cold  to  the  head  and  cold  sponging  are  beneficial.! 

PARACENTESIS     THORACIS. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Bowditch  {American  Quart,  Jour.  of\  the  Med.  Scj 
Jan.,  1863)  gives  a  resume  of  His  experiments  for  twelve  years,  with 
the  results  of  160  operations  on  75  persons.  He  has  never  seen  the 
least  permanent  evil  resulting  from  any  operation,  and  only  the  slight- 
est temporary  difficulties,  such  as  pain,  slight  dyspnoea,  cough,  &c. 

MALE-FERN    OIL  IN    T-ENIA. 

Ogle  gives  24  cases  in  which  this  drug  caused  the  death  and  expul- 
sion of  long  lengths  of  the  worm,  in  two  instances  twenty-four  and 
thirty  yards.  The  patients'  ages  varied  from  4^  to  57  years.  The 
head  was  never  expelled,  or  it  least  not  found.  He  considers  it  a 
better  vermifuge  for  this  parasite  than  Kamela,  Kousso,  Eottleria  tinc- 
toria  or  Santonine,  all  of  which  he  has  tried. 

A    LARGE     DOSE    OF    OPIUM. 

A  gentleman  received  a  pistol  bullet  in  his  last  lumbar  vertebra, 
where  it  lodged  eighteen  years.  On  the  third  night  his  agony  was  so 
intense  that  the  bedstead  trembled  with  his  body  ;  he  breathed  and 
spoke  through  his  teeth,  and*,  perspired  so  as  to  wet  through  a  hair 
mattress.  At  8  p.  m.  he  got  forty  drops  of  Tinct.  Opii ;  at  9,  2  drams  ;' 
at  9/ 14,  3  drams ;  ^t  1030,  1  oz.;  at  12,  ^  oz.;  between  3  and  4  a.  m., 
i  oz.;  in  all,  21-i^  ounces,  when  relief  was  obtained.  He  had  previously 
been  freely  bled. 

ONANISM. 

Hilton  cures  this  practice  by  freely  blistering  the  penis,  in  order 
to  make  it  so  raw  and  sore  that  it  cannot  be  touched  without  pain. 

URETHRAL   FEVER.     • 

This  term  is  applied  by  E.  Marx  to  the  aguish  fever  that  occurs  in 
many  individuals  after  operations  on  the  urethra  ;  even  such  slight 
operations  as  the  introduction  of  a  bougie.  The  fever  varies  from  a 
slight  ague  to  what  the  author  calls  a  fulminating  attack  that  rapidly 
kills  the  patient.  Eicord,  who  for  a  long  time  denied  the  value  of 
sulphate  of  quinine  in  urethral  fever,  now  administers  it  as  a  prevent- 
ive in  all  cases  where  he  is  about  to  perform  an  operation  on  the  ure- 
thra. He  gives  it  for  four  or  five  days  before  the  operation,  to  the 
amount  of  six  or  seven  grains  daily.  Long  recommends  the  tincture 
of  Aconite  for  this  fever — we  suppose  he  got  his  idea  from  some  mem- 
ber of  our  school.  In  serious  cases  of  the  fever,  Marx  advises  eight 
grains  of  quinine'to  be  swallowed   immediately  after  an  attack,  and 
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the  same  dose  to  be  given  per  anum.     If  the  attacks  recur,  larger 
doses  should  be  given  by  enema. 

POLYPUS   OF    THE    UTERUS. 

McClintock  says  this  disease  is  rarely  met  with  ^before  the  age  of 
thirty.  Of  34  cases,  the  youngest  was  twenty-five,  the  oldest  sixty. 
Their  general  structure  w^  fibrous  or  fibro-sarcomatous.  The  partic- 
ular structure  did  not  appear  to  influence  the  haemorrhage  or  other 
symptoms  of  a  polypus.  The  fibrous  or  muscular  generally  rises  from 
the  fundus ;  ^he  sarcomatous  from  the  upper,  part  of  the  cervix  or 
lower  part'of  the  body ;  the  gelatinous  and  vascular  from  the  lower 
part  of  the  cervix.  Besides  the  leading  symptom-  irregular  haemorr- 
hage-sickness of  stomach  is  often  present.  The  surface  of  a  benign 
polypus  varies  in  color  from  pale  pink  to  purple ;  it  is  smooth  to  the 
touch.  He  strongly  insists  on  the  removal  of  the  polypus  by  torsion, 
or  excision  by  knife,  scissors,  or  ecraseur,  in  preference  to  ligature. 
Of  3i4  cases  noted  by  the  author,  3  di^d ;  all  of  them  had  been  opera- 
ted by  ligature.  Of  59  cases  of  ligature  reported  by  R.  Lee,  nine 
proved  fatal,  while  out  of  85  operated  by  excision  or  torsion,  none 
died.  •     ' 

OVARIOTOMY. 

Gr.  Hewitt  gives  the  following  statistics  of  this  operation  up  to 
September,  1863  : 

Operator.  Number  of  Operations.  Cures.  Deaths. 

B.  Brown, 58 

Bryant, 10 

Clay 107 

J.  Hutchinson, 7 

Lane, 11 ... 

T.  Smith,  .: 19 .' 

S.Wells,. 74 

DYSMENORRHCEA. 

» 

Greenhalgh  finds  obstinate  cases  readily  yield  to  division  of  the 
08  and  cervix  uteri  by  the  bilateral  metrotome.  Of  23  cases  so  opera- 
ted on,  18  benefited  considerably ;  20  were  married,  3  single.  Of 
the  married,  5  had  children,  but  had  been  sterile  from  four  to  eleven 
years ;  3  have  since  become  pregnant. 

PATHOGENETIC    EFFECTS   OP   SULPHURIC   ACID. 

In  several  cases  of  poisoning  by  this  substance,  a  marked  symp- 
tom was  intercostal  neuralgia.  In  one  case  it  was  observed  from  the 
sixth  to  the  tenth  ribs  on  the  right  side,  on  the  third  day.  In  another 
it  occurred  in  the  same  place  in  the  fourth  week.  In  another  case  it 
was  bilateral,  afterwards  affected  the  lumbar  nerves,  also  was  accom- 
panied by  hyperaesthesia  and  gradually  followed  by  extreme  sensitive- 
ness of  the  whole  body. 
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POISONING    BY    PHOSPHORUS. 

Numerous  cases  have  been  recorded  in  the  journals,  showing  the 
resemblance  to  acute  atrophy  of  the  liver,  and  the  rapid. occurrence  of 
&tty  degeneration  of  almost  all  parts  of  the  body.  In  one  case  the 
brain  was  found  in  a  state  of  fatty  degeneration.  Ijyii  case  of  phos- 
phorus, poisoning  in  a  girl  of  thirteen,  fat  was  fourain  the  liver,  kid- 
n,eys,  lungs,  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  intestin^  the  muscles  of  the 
heart  and  the  abdominal  muscles.  A  man  age€  twenty-five  swallowed 
the  substance  scraped  off"  three  packets  of  pHosphorus  matches.  Vom- 
iting came  on  after  six  hours,  and  was  ^peated  ten  (jr  twelve  times. 
After  twelve  hours  he  complained  o^lieadache,  anorexia  and  thirst, 
and  slight  burning  down  oesophagu/to  stomach.  The  throat  was  red 
and  the  stomach  tender.  On  the'  third  day  jaundice  appeared,  with 
tenderness  of  hypochondrium  and  slight  enlargement  of  liver.  On 
the  fourth  day  and  afterwards  there  was  blood  in  the  faeces.  On  the 
sixth  day  albumeti  was  found  in  the  urine  ;  biliphaein  and  uro-erythrin 
were  also  present,  and  tb^  phosphates  were  in  excess.  On  the  seventh 
day  somnolence  with  incoherent  speech.  Tongue  black  and  dry,  skin 
hot,  at  night  delirious,  requiring  restraint.  Next  morning  uncon- 
scious, pulse  132^,  oreathing  slow.  Tonic  cramps  in  legs ;  later,  spasms 
of  arms  and  tyismus ;  he  died  convulsed,  190  hours  after  taking  the 
poison.  • 

Post-mortem  appearances, — Extravasation  of  blood  in  the  connect- 
ive tissue  of  neck  and  mediastinum;  ecchymosis  of  base  of  heart. 
Liver  small,  withered ;  acini  made  up  of  fat  globules  of  different 
sizes ;  few  hepatic  cells  still  visible.  Spleen  unaltered  in  size,  elon- 
gated in  form  ;  some  of  its  elements  converted  into  aggregates  of  fatty 
globules  and  fatty  molecules  found  clinging  to  the  trabeculae.  Ali- 
mentary canal  containing  a  tarry  fluid  in  its  upper  part.  Numerous 
haemorrhagic  erosions  in  the  pyloric  extremity  of  the  stomach.  Cor- 
tical substance  of  kidneys  swollen,  uriniferous  tubules  filled  with  fat- 
granules. 

A  girl,  aet.  26,  swallowed  the  paste  from  sixty  phosphorus  matches. 
She  died  at  the  end  of  seventy-seven  hours,  with  symptoms  of  irritant 
poisoning  and  convulsions,  no  jaundice.  Ecchymoses  were  found 
beneath  pericardium,  in  sub-pleural  tissue  and  mediastinum.  Liver 
of  normal  size,  but  far  gone  in  fatty  degeneration,  no  cells  being  visi- 
ble in  a  thin  section.  Cortical  substance  of  kidneys  filled  with  fat- 
granules  ;  also,  though  to  a  less  degree,  in  the  pyramids. 

A  woman  died  six  days  after  eating  a  salad  in  which  a  packeUof 
matches  had  lain  an  hour.     She  had  an  icteric  tint  of  skin.     The  cells 
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at  the  periphery  of  the  hepatic  tubules  were  loaded  with  fat.  Kid- 
neys slightly  affected,  the  heart  very  fatty.  Fat  in  muscular  fibres  of 
tODgue. 

Maukopff  remarks  that  the  hepatic  affection  produced  by  phospko*- 
rus  ought  not  to  be  called  a  fatty  disease,  but  an  acute,  diffused,  paren- 
chymatous inffamtnation.  It  exactly  resembles  acute  yellow  atrophy. 
— British  Journal  of  ffotnceopcUhy. 
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HATVTAMETJS     VIBGINICA. 


BT  WM.  U.  BURT,  X.  D.,  OF.  LYONS,  IOWA. 


My  temperament  is  sanguine-nervous ;   weight,  148   lbs.;  am  in 
perfect  health ;  tongue  clean  ;  good  appetite  ;  bowels  move  once  a  day. 

Sept.  16th,  1864—9  a.  m.  Took  half  an  ounce  of  the  10th  dilu- 
tion, prepared  in  water.  10  a.  m.,  great  fullness  of  the  forehead, 
•  with  a  pressing  distress  in  the  roots  of  the  tongue ;  distress  in  the 
umbilicus;  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  sacrum  an<i  hips,  quite  severe 
when  walking.  The  fullness  in  the  forehead  and  the  pain  in  the  hips 
were  the  first  two  symptoms.  These  symptoms  lasted  all  day,  with 
the  addition  of  a  great  dryness  and  burning  feeling  of  the  palms  of 
the  hands.     The  pain  in  the  lumbar  region  was  very  severe  all  day. 

17th.  Had  a  restless  night ;  my  whole  body  felt  very  dry  and  hot ; 
sexual  dream,  with  an  emission,  followed  by  great  weariness  and 
severe  dull  pain  in  the  loins ;  fingers  stiff,  with  sharp  sticking  pains  in 
the  first  joint  of  the  right  index  finger  ;  soft  stool.  7  a,  li.,  took  one 
ounce.  9  p.  m.  Fullness  of  the  forehead  and  sharp  pains  in  the 
temples  all  day,  of  a  severe  character,  with  a  pressing  sensation  in  the 
pharynx  ;  back  and  legs  ached  severely  all  day ;  very  gloomy  and  sad, 
probably  caused  by  the  nocturnal  emission  ;  ate  some  plums  for  supper 
— ^they  soured  on  my  stomach,  and  I  had  to  vomit  them  up  at  mid- 
night; consequently  took  no  more  notes  of  the  symptoms. 

19th.  Feeling  well.     4  p.  m.,  took  50  drops  of  the  8d   dilation. 

9  p.  M.     For  the  last  four  hours  have  had  slight  frontal  headache,  with 

a  constant  burning  distress  in  the  lower  part  of  the  epigastrium  and 

umbilicus ;  desire  for  stool,  but  cannot  accomplish  it  with  the  greatest 

effort ;  for  one  hour  have  had  severe  drawing  paiBS  in  both  testicles ; 

rheumatic  pains  in  the  legs ;  hands  hot  and  dry. 

/       20th.  Slept  well ;  had  a  sexual  dream,  but  no  emissioA ;  right  wrist 

7B 
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«nd  fingers  stiff;  dull  pains  in  the  lumbar  region;  6  p.  m.,  took  half 
an  ounce,  prepared  in  irater.  9  p.  m.,  slight  headache,  with  ffevere 
distress  in  the  pyloric  portion  of  the  stomach  and  umbilical  re|rioQ ; 
dull,  aching  pains  in  both  testicles ;  dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  region. 

21st.  Slept  well ;  dull  headache ;  slight  distress  in  the  bowels ; 
dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  region  ;  hands  and  fingers  ache,  and  are  quite 
stiff;  stool  natural  consistence,  but  covered  with  mucus.  11  a.  m., 
took  half  an  ounce.  8  p.  m.  Have  all  of  the  above  symptoms,  with  a 
dull,  pressive  distress  in  the  pharynx,  and  roughness  of  the  fauces ; 
dull  pains  in  the  right  hypochondrium ;  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  right 
arm  have  constant,  very  severe,  dull  drawing  pains  in  them  ;  dull 
pains  in  the  feet  and  toes. 

22d.  Slept  well ;  had  a  sexual  dream,  with  an  emission ;  soft  stool, 
at  6  A.  M.,  covei'ed  with  slimy  mucus,  with  distress  in  the  bowels ; 
very  severe  back-ache ;  hands  hot  and  dry  ;  10  a.  m.,  took  half  an 
ounce.  9  p.  m.  All  day  feeling'  as  if  something  had  lodged  in  the 
fauces,  which  produced  a  constant  inclination  to  swallow ;  dryness  of 
the  fauces  ;  slight  pain  in  the  bowels  ;  very  severe  back-dche — without 
a  doubt,  it  was  caused  by  the  emission;  hands  hot  and  dry;  very 
gloomy ;  no  disposition  to  move.  ' 

23d.  Had  a  restless  night ;  my  throat  was  very  dry  all  night,  with 
a  feeling  as  if  something  large  had  lodged  there  ;  compelled  to  swal- 
low every  few  minutes,  which  produced  dull  pains  in  the  tonsils ;  very 
pailful  when  swallowing  food  ;  the  fauces  are  very  much  congested, 
and  the  tonsils  slightly  swollen ;  natural  stool ;  severe  back-ache.  9 
A.  M.,  took  half  an  ounce.  9  p.  m.  Tongue  has  two  blisters  on  the 
right  side  ;  they  are  very  troublesome.  My  throat  has  been  very 
painful  to-day ;  sharp  pains  in  the  stomach  ;  drawing  pains  in  the 
groins,  passing  down  to  the  testicles ;  drawing  pains  in  hands,  legs  and 
feet.     Took  half  an  ounce. 

24th.  Slept  well ;  very  languid ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  flat,  rough 
taste ;  blisters  on  both  sides  of  my  tongue,  which  are  very  trouble- 
some ;  severe  congestion  of  the  fauces  and  tonsils  ;  deglutition  is  very 
painful  ;  a  number  of  times,  through  the  day,  had  severe  dull  pains 
in  the  testicles,  with  distress  in  the  bowels  ;  hands  hot ;  very  gloomy. 

25th  Slept  well ;  throat  feeling  better ;  natural  stool,  with  dis- 
tress in  the  umbilicus ;  all  day  had  frequent  dull  pains  in  the  testi- 
cles ;  frequent  inclination  to  urinate  ;  constant  back-ache. 

26th.  The  tonsils  and  fauces  are  still  congested,  but  do  not  pain 
me  any  ;  the  tongue  is  well.     Last  night  had  a  profuse  cold  perspira* 
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tion  all  over  the  scrotum,  but  not  of  the  body.  Had  a  number  of 
rheumatic  symptoms,  through  tho  day,  of  the  arms  and  legs. 

October  3d.  Feeling  well. 

March  6th.  I  commenced  a  proving  of  the  fluid  extract.  Coir- 
tinued  it  four  days,  when  I  was  compelled  to  stop  the  proving,  it  pro- 
ducing such  excruciating  pains  in  the  testicles.  I  commenced  with 
10  drops  a  day,  and  increased  it  to  50  drops.  The  symptoms  were 
the  same  as  in  the  first  proving,  but  more  strongly  marked. 

Characteristic  Peculiarities. — The  pains  are  worse  when'sfiU; 
relieved  by  motion.  The  pains  in  the  testicles  are  worse  after  mid- 
night, until  morning. 

Sleep. — Great  restlessness  all  night ;  whole  body  is  dry  and  hot. 
Awoke  at  3  a.  m.,  with  severe  neuralgic  pains  in  the  testicles ;  could 
not  sleep  any  more,  the  pain  being  so  severe  and  constant ;  my  throat 
was  so  sore  that  I  could  not  sleep ;  sexual  dreams,  with  emissions  ;  in 
the  morning  feeling  as  if  I  had  not  slept. 

Head. — ^Feeling  of  fullness  of  the  head,  with  dull  frontal  head- 
ache ;  fullness  of  the  forehead,  with  a  pressing  sensation  in  the  roots 
of  the  tongue ;  sharp  pains  in  the  temples.  The  headache  caused  by 
the  Hamamelis  U  of  a  very  slight  character ;  most  of  the  time  the 
head  was  not  affected. 

Mouth, — Flat,  rough  taste. in  the  mouth;  tongue  coated  white; 
blisters  on  the  sides  of  the  tqMpe. 

Throat. — Roughness  of  the  fauces ;  feeling  as  if  something  had 
lodged  in  the  fauces  that  causes  a  constant  inclination  to  swallow ; 
deglutition  is  quite  painful;  dryness  of  the  fauces;*  the  tonsils  and 
fauces  are  greatly  congested. 

Stomach. — Distress  in  the  stomach ;  sharp  pains  in  the  stomach, 
with  distress  in  the  umbilical  region  ;  nausea  from  pain  in  the  testi- 
cles. 

Bowels. — Distress  in  the  umbilicus  (constant  symptom);  sharp 
pains  in  the  umbilicus ;  burning  in  the  epigastrium  and  umbilicus ; 
rumbling  in  the  bowels,  with  cutting  pains ;  drawing  pains  in  the 
abdominal  muscles. 

Stool. — Natural  stools  ;  natural  stools  covered  with  mucus  ;  mushy 
stools ;  constipation  for  two  days,  then  hard,  dry,  dark-colored  stools ; 
great  desire  for  stool,  without  being  able  to  accomplish  it. 

Liver. — Retention  of  bile.  The  bile  that  is  secreted  is  of  a  vitia- 
ted character,  shown  by  the  hard,  dark-colored,  dry  stools.  The 
dry  stools  are  also  due  to  the  suppression  of  the  intestinal  secretions- 
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Dull  pains  in  the  right  and  left  hypochondriac  regions ;  iharp  paisfi 
in  the  left  hjpochondrium,  in  the  region  of  the  spleen. 

Urinary  Organs, — Frequent  inclination  to  urinate.  The  Hama- 
melia  has  no  special  efieot  upon  the  kidneys. 

Organs  of  Generation  (f  ilfen.r-The  great  field  of  action  of  the 
Hamamelis  is  on  the  organs  of  generaltion  of  man  and  woman,  on  the 
venous  system,  and  in  a  few  cases  of  rheumatism.  In  genuine  rhaa- 
matism,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  disappoint  us ;  but  if  the  goneratiye 
orgfins  were  affected,  and  the  patient  was  of  a  rheumatic  diathesis,  it 
would  be  a  stronger  indication  for  the  Hamamelis.  Sexual  dreams, 
with  emissions,  followed  by  great  lassitude,  and  a  gloomy,  desponding 
mood,  with  severe  dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  from  small  doses. 
Large  doses  of  the  tincture  cause  great  prostration  of  the  animal  pas- 
sions, with  severe  neuralgic  pains  in  the  testicles,  of  a  dull,  drawing 
character,  which  change  suddenly  to  the  bowels  and  stomach,  produ- 
cing nausea  and  great  faintness.  This  symptom  was  so  severe  that  I 
was  compelled  to  stop  the  proving.  I  awoke  at  3  a.  m..  with  this 
great  distress — could  not  sleep  any  more ;  for  four  hours  I  never  suf- 
fered more  acutely— no  position  would  relieve  me.  The  pain  would 
be  a  few  minutes  in  the  testicles,  and  then  in  a  few  moments  it  would 
all  appear  in  my  stomach.  About  this  time  the  weather  ehanged  from 
cold  to  warm,  rainy  weather.  Drawing  pains  in  the  testicles,  day  and 
night,  but  more  in  the  night,  from  the  dilutions ;  drawing  pains  in  the 
groins,  passing  down  to  the  testicles ;  ftrofuse  cold  sweat  of  the  scro- 
tum at  night. 

Clinical  Remarks. — I  have  never  used  it  in  diseases  of  the  testi- 
cles, but  in  ovarian  diseases  I  have  given  it  with  the  most  pleasing 
results.     I  will  cite  a  few  cases  from  my  note-book. 

Case  1.  Mrs.  G.,  aet.  30  ;  bilious-lymphatic  temperament ;  nursing 
a  babe.  For  the  last  two  months  has  had  paroxysms  of  pain  in  her 
right  groin,  from  six  to  twenty  times  a  day.  The  pain  commences  in 
the  region  of  the  right  ovary,  and  passes  down  the  broad  Ligament  to 
the  uterus.  She  says  it  is  just  like  the  pains  of  labor,  but  commences 
in  the  "^rong  place.  There  is  a  swelling  in  the  right  groin,  half  as 
large  as  a  hen's  egg,  and  is  very  tender  on  pressure ;  a  good  deal  of 
pain  in  the  epigastrium  and  lumbar  region ;  no  appetite ;  tongue 
furred  white.;  quite  weak;  keeps  her  bed  most  of  the  time;  bowels 
costive ;  chlorotic  look.  Gave  I]!amamelis  1st,  twenty  drops  in  a  tum- 
bler of  water — a  dessert-spoonful  every  four  hours.  Called  again  in 
three  days,  and  found  my  patient  at  work.  Immediately  after  taking 
the  medicine  she  commenced  to  improve,  and  has  continued  to  do  ao 
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.  ever  since.  She  has  pain  two  op  three  times  a  day  now,  but  not  near 
80  severe  as  it  was  at  first ;  can  bear  quite  hard  pressure  over  the 
tumor;  pain  in  the  stomach  is  all  gone;  good  appetite.  Continued 
the  Hamamelis  two  weeks,  when  the  tumor  was  all  gone,  and  she  was 
discharged  cured.  ^ 

Case  2.  Miss  N.,  set.  19 ;  nervous  hysterical  temperament. 
*•''  Aug.  20th.  For  the  last  week  has  been  compelled  to  keep  her  bed  ; 
has  had  severe  paroxysms  of  pain  night  and  day,  but  more  in  the 
afternoon  and  fore  part  of  the  night.  The  pain  commences  in  the 
region  of  the  left  ovary,  and  passes  down  to  the  uterus ;  has  pains 
every  fifteen  and  twenty  minutes.  The  pains  are  of  a  cutting,  tearing 
character,  and  are  so  hard  that  she  cries  with  them.  I  cannot  discover 
any  enlargement  of  the  ovary ;  cannot  bear  to  have  her  bowels  touched  ; 
has  not  had  her  menses  for  six  weeks ;  has  a  constant  leucorrhoea ; 
the  mammary  glands  are  very  tender,  and  frequently  have  sharp  pains 
in  them  ;  constant  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head ;  no  appetite  ;  bowels 
costive ;  extremely  nervous ;  does  not  sleep  any  at  night ;  very  pale. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  she  is  an  onanist.  Gave  Cauhphylline  2d, 
every  two  hours. 

21st.  Slept  some,  and  is  feeling  a  little  better.  Continued  same 
remedy. 

22d.  Had  a  very  bad  night,  and  is  feeling  worse  to-day.  Gave 
Bell,  and  Nux-V. 

23d.  Feeling  some  better,  but  still  suffering  severely.  Gave  Mac- 
Totine  2d. 

25th.  Sent  for  in  great  haste.  The  patient  is  very  much  worse  ; 
had  a  hard  day,  yesterday  ;  slept  none  last  night ;  extremely  nervous. 
Gave  Hamamelis^  twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  in  a  tumbler  of  water 
— a  dessert-spoonful  every  half  hour,  until  relieved,  and  then  every 
two  hours.  After  the  third  dose  she  oommenced  to  get  easy,  and  slept 
about  four  hours  through  the  night ;  feeling  quite  easy  to-day,  but  the 
pains  have  not  entirely  ceased. 

Continued  the  Hamamdis  three  days,  when  the  patient  was  dis- 
charged convalescent,  every  symptom  having  been  removed  but  the 
leucorrhoea,  which  she  did  not  care  to  be  treated  for.  This  is  a  very 
interesting  and  instructive  case. 

Case  8.  Mrs.  B.,  aet.  37;  bilious  temperament;  nursing  a  babe. 
For  the  last  three  months  has  been  gradually  losing  her  strength  ; 
looks  very  pale  and  anaemic.  For  a  long  time  has  had  frequent  parox- 
ysms of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  left  ovary,  passing  down  to  the  ute- 
res.   The  pains  (to  use  her  own  language)  "  are  just  like  they  were 
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when  I  was  confined."  Some  days  there  is  a  large  swelling  in  the 
right  groin,  which  is  very  tender  when  pressed  upon ;  then  there  are 
days  when  she  can  notice  no  enlargement.  Has  a  very  poor  appetite ; 
can  just  keep  up ;  is  very  weak ;  fears  she  will  he  compelled  to  wean 
the  bahe,  which  is  six  months  old ;  bowels  are  costive.  Gave  Puis. 
one  week.  The  first  two  days  it  gave  great  relief;  after  that,  did  no 
good.  The  paroxysms  of  pain  come  on  every  two  and  three  hours, 
and  are  worse  in  the  evening.  Gave  Hamamdis,  The  pains  gradu-' 
ally  became  less  for  three  d^ys,  when  they  were  all  gone.  I  continued 
it  for  three  days  longer.  She  had  no  return  of  the  pain,  but  rapidly 
gained  her  strength  without  any  more  m'edicine.  This  was  a  case  of 
ovarian  irritation,  and  it  was  a  pleasing  cure. 

In  passive  uterine  hemorrhage  I  have  given  the  Hamamelis  with 
good  results,  but  in  active  uterine  hemorrhage  I  have  given  it  a  num- 
ber of  times,  and  never  received  any  benefit  from  it. 

Larynx, — Tickling  in  the  larynx,  with  a  constant  inclination  to 
cough ;  pressing  sensation  in  the  larynx ;  slight  hacking  cough.  I 
have  given  the  Hamamdis  a  great  number  of  times  in  Haemoptysis^ 
with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  It  is  my  main  remedy  in  these 
cases. 

Back. — ^Dull,  dragging  pains  in  the  lumbar  region;  severe  back- 
ache all  day,  after  an  emission ;  dull  pains  in  the  sacrum  and  hips.  * 

Arms. — Severe  drawing  pains  in  the  flexor  muscles  ;  dull  pains  in 
the  elbow  joint  (right);  drawing  pains  in  the  wrists,  hands  and  fingers  ; 
stifihess  in  the  hands  and  fingers ;  palms  of  the  hands  are  hot  and  dry. 

Legs. — Dull,  drawing  pains  in  the  legs  ;  weakness  of  the  knees ; 
dull,  heavy,  drawing  pains  in  the  feet  and  toes. 


»■♦-« 


i^tBllautj. 


A  Ijondon  Life  Assurance  OfELce  Converted  to  Homoeopathy  by  the 

Evidence  of  Statistics. 

The  month  of  December,  1864,  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
homoeopathy,  the  memory  of  which  will  be  ardently  cherished  by  every 
homoeopath  of  the  present  generation  ;  whilst,  to  this  period  will  fre« 
quent  reference  hereafter  be  made,  as  that  from  which  is  to  be  dated 
a  remarkably  rapid  growth  of  the  system  in  public  estimation. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  1864,  there  met  together  at  the  Free- 
masons' Hall,  in  London,  under  the  presidency  of  Lord  Henry  Gordon^ 
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a  uumber  of  individuals — in  no  respect  identified  ?with  homoDOpathy^ 
but  simply  concerned  in  the  promotion  of  their  own  pecunia^y  inter- 
ests— to  consider  the  bearing  of  this  system  of  medical  treatment  on 
the  health  and  life  of  the  community.  The  parties  referred  to  are  the 
Directors  and  Shareholders  of  a  company,  entitled  "  The  General 
Provident  Assurance  Company."  The  object  of  such  institutions  is, 
'  we  need  hardly  remark,  commercial  gain ;  and  one  of  the  principal 
means  employed  is  an  investigation,  conducted  with  scientific  severity, 
into  the  duration  of  human  life,  with  all  the  concomitant  circumstan- 
ces which  tend  to  affect  the  health  of  individuals  and  classes. 

Hitherto  the  actuaries  of  these  valuable  institutions  have  disre- 
garded— and  therefore  omitted  from  their  calculations — the.  very 
important  consideration  of  medical  trecUment,  The  keenness  of'  com- 
petition, however,  which  characterises  every  department  of  trade  in 
the  present  day,  and  stimulates  to  their  utmost  extent  the  intellectual 
faculties  of  our  men  of  business,  has,  at  length,  made  itself  felt,  even 
amongst  these  very  conservative  establishments ;  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, we  find,  in  the  case  of  the  general  Provident  Assurance 
Company,  the  actuary  directed  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  hith- 
erto unexplored  region  of  compa/rative  medical  treatinent — ^with  what 
result  it  is  scareely  necessary  to  inform  the  readers  of  this  Journal. 

To  some^  at  least,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Provident,  this  result,  no 
doubt,  presented  itself  in  the  light  of  a  discovery  ;  to  none  could  it 
be  otherwise  than  gratifying  to  learn  that  their  labor  had  been  rewarded 
by  the  acquisition  of  data  capable  of  being  turned  to  very  profitable 
account,  in  the  following  well-ascertained  facts : — that  persons  treated 
by  the  homoeopathic  system  enjoy  more  robust  health,  are  less  fre- 
quently attacked  by  diseases,  and  when  attacked,  recover  more  rapidly 
than  those  treated  by  any  other  system ;  that  with  respect  to  the  more 
fatal  classes  of  disease,  the  mortality  under  homoeopathy  is  small  in 
comparison  with  that  of  allopathy ;  that  there  are  diseases  not  curaJbie 
at  all^  under  the  latter  system,  which  are  perfectly  curable  under  the 
former ;  finally,  that  the  medicines  preseriped  by  homoeopaths  do  not 
injure  the  constitution,  whereas  those  employed  by  allopaths ,  not 
unfrequently  entail  the  most  serious,  and,  in  many  instances,  fatal 
consequences. 

These  data  obtained,  the  Directors  had  but  one  duty  to  perform 
alike  to  themselves  and  to  their  constituents,  which  was  to  summon  a 
meeting  of  their  shareholders,  and  to  lay  before  them  the  facts  they 
had  collected,  and  the  decision  at  which  they  Jbad  arrived,  viz.,  '^to 
open  a  special  section  for  persons  treated  by  the  homoeopathic  system^ 
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at  %  LOWER    RATE   OF    PREMIUM    THAN    THAT  CHARGED  ON%0THER  LtVBd.'* 

And  without  a  dissentient  voice  this  proposition  of  their  Directors  was 
adopted  by  the  share-holders  of  the  General  Provident  Assurance 
Company. 

Here,  then,  wc  have  a  testimony  borne  to  the  great  practical  value 
of  Homoeopathy  which  nothing  can  gainsay — against  which  ridicule 
and  abuse,  the  only  weapons  by  which  wc  have  hitherto  been  attacked, 
can  avail  nothing.  It  is  not  with  "  individual  opinion  "  that  our  oppo- 
nents have  now  to  deal — not  even  with  the  opinions  of  such  men  as 
the  late  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  the  late  Dr.  Gregory,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  or  the  late  Dr.  Samuel 
Brown,  a  man  worthy  to  rank  with  the  illustrious  Faraday — all  of  whom 
lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  truth  of  Homoeopathy — and  not  to 
mention  a  host  of  other  names  of  men,  living  and  dead,  in  every 
department  of  literature,  science  and  art.  It  is  not  with  individual 
opinion^  we  repeat,  that  our  opponents  have  nmo  to  deal.  They  are 
7UJW  confronted  with  the  result  of  an  investigation  directed  to  be  made 
by  a  body  of  coiiiniercial  men,  for  commercial  purposes,  conducted  with 
that  marvellous  precision  which  has  exalted  the  investigations  of  the 
assurance  offices  of  this  country  to  the  rank  of  scientific  verities — 
and  endorsed  by  men  whose  intellectual  faculties,  when  summoned  to 
decide,  must  have  been  in  liveliest  exercise,  seeing  that  tHey  had  to 
determine  on  a  question  in  which  they  were  without  precedent  for  a 
guide,  and  in  which  their  own  pecuniary  interests  were  deeply  con- 
cerned. Well,  the  question  has  been  decided,  so  far  at  least  as  one 
Assurance  Office,  with  its  Actuary,  Directors  and  Shareholders  is 
concerned ;  and  the  fact  cannot  be  concealed.  It  will  not  be  long, 
therefore,  we  may  confidently  predict,  before  other  offices  will  follow 
Uiis  example.  But,  however  numerous  may  hereafter  become  the 
adopters  of  this  innovation,  let  it  ever  be  remembered  that  to  the 
General  Provident  Assurance  Company  belongs  the  distinguished 
honor  of  being  the  pioneer  in  this  movement.  And  never  let  the  cir- 
oumstance  be  forgotten,  which  gives  life  and  vigor  to  the  great  moral 
of  this  narrative,  that  the  decision  arrived  at  was  the  result  of  an 
investigation  suggested  by  an  observation  of  the  ever  increasing  con- 
quests of  homoeopathy,  especially  amongst  the  highest  and  best  edu- 
cated classes  of  society,  but  cropping  out  everywhere  throughout  the 
world  in  spite  of  the  adamantine  rocks  of  ancient  prejudice,  and  the 
alluvial  deposits  of  social  and  professional  influence — and  thereby  for- 
cing itself  upon  the  attention  of  intellectual  men  of  business,  whose 
avocation  it  is  to  avail  themselves  of  every  legitimate  opening  for  the 
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aagmeiltation  of  their  revenues,  and  the  elevation  in  public  estimation 
of  that  branch  of  industry  with  which  they  may  happen  to  be  con- 
nected.— British  Journal  of  HomcBopaihy. 


A   FBEAK   OF    NATXTRE. 

BT  r.   D.  WILLIAMS,  M.    D.,  8T,  PAUL,  MIMN. 


Dr.  E.  A.  Lodge: — In  compliance  with  your  published  request, 
that  your  professional  readers  of  the  Observer  would  communicate 
anythixig  new  or  useful,  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  a  fact,  new  to 
me,  as,  from  thn  nature  of  the  case,  it  must  be  to  others.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  practical  advantages  can  be  derived  from  its  publica- 
tion ;  nevertheless,  as  a  curious  departure  from  nature,  is  not  alto- 
gether devoid  of  professional  interest.  A  gentleman  called  on  me  to 
make  a  stethoscopic  examination  of  his  lungs.  Not  because  he  real* 
ized,  or  even  suspected  tuberculosis,  or  other  diseases  of  these  organs, 
but  for  other  purposes. 

I  began  my  explorations  of  the  chest,  on  the  left  side,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  region  of  the  heart,  found  to  my  great  surprise,  that  this  organ 
was  entirely  wanting,  or  gone ;  but  in  its  place,  one  of  the  lobes  of 
the  lung  corresponding  to  that  always  found  on  the  right  side.  I 
mean  the  second  or  middle  lobe.  The  sounds  heard  throughout  all 
three  of  the  lobfes  on  this  side  were  normal,  but  rather  weak.  My 
attention  was  then  turned  to  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  where  I  found 
the  heart  situated,  directly  under  the  nipple  of  that  side,  performing 
its  functions  in  the  most  perfect  manner.  This  was  a  new  feature  in 
my  experience,  it  being  a  freak  of  nature  I  do  not  remember  haviilg 
seen  mentioned  in  either  the  books  or  journals,  therefore  thought  it  a 
case  worthy  of  publicity.  It  may  be  well  to  mention,  at  this  time, 
that  the  general  configuration  of  this  gentleman  is  perfect  and  hia 
health  good. 


M\t\m. 


For  American  homoeopathic  Obsenrer. 
CONGEBNINO  THE  AMEBICAN  IHSTmrTE. 

Dear  Observer  : — This  National  Association  held  its  Eighteenth 
Annual  Meeting  in  the  Queen  City  of  the  West,  from  whence  this 
writing.  It  convened  in  Melodeon  Hall,  one  of  the  hottest  and 
moBt  noisy  in  the  city,  yesterday  morning,  at  10  o'clock. 
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As  is  usual,  those  first  on  the  ground  secured  the  offices  and  got 
the  glory  which  official  position  gives.  No  more  able  and  efficient 
President,  however,  could  have  been  selected  than  the  incumbent  Dr. 
S,  S.  Guy,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  Vice  President  was  the  courte- 
ous and  competent  Dr.  Talbot  of  Boston,  Mass.  The  provisional 
Secretary  was  well  selected,  and  as  a  consequence,  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  were  taken  down  with  that  truthfulness  characteristic 
of  Dr.  Helmuth.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  will  doubtless  fill 
their  stations  with  proper  dignity.  The  Board  of  Censors,  composed 
of  Drs.  Swazey,  Witherill,  Drake  and  Erhmann  will  see  that  no 
unworthy  person  gains  membership.  These  officers  acted  during  the 
session  this  year,  and  hold  over  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  following  delegates  from  auxiliary  bodies,  presented  creden- 
tials, and  such  as  were  not  members  were  invited  to  seats  witli  the 
Institute,  and  to  participate  in  its  deliberations  : 

Wm.  T.  Helmuth,  M.  D.,  T.  P.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  and  E.  M.  Hale, 
M.  D.,  as  delegates  from  the  Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

0.  D.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  as  delegate  from  the  New  York  State 
Society, 

B.  De  Gersdorif,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  Pulte,  M.  D.,  and  E.  Kneipcke,  M. 
D.,  as  delegates  from  the  German  National  Society. 

E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  E.  Kneipcke,  M.  D.,  and  G.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D, 
as  delegates  from  the  Illinois  State  Society. 

T.  P.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  as  delegate  from  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic 
College. 

1.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  presented  a  plan  for  re-organization  of  the 
Institute,  and  alluded  in  appropriate  terms  to  the  causes  which  have 
interrupted  the  meetings  of  the  association,  and  to  the  services  of 
those  who  had  shared  the  hardships  of  the  field,  during  the  terrible 
struggle  through  which  the  nation  has  passed,  and  to  the  memory  of 
those  who  h^ve  passed  to  the  spirit  world  since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Institute.  The  plan  of  organization  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
with  instructions  to  report  to-morrow  morning. 

Dr.  Swazey  oflfered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  invite  othe]\kindred  organizations 
to  send  delegates  to  the  American  Institute. 

This  last  Resolution  was  finally  passed,  after  some  factiouti  oppo- 
sition from  two  members. 

The  old  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  instituting  provings  with 
the  high  potencies,  came  up  as  U0ual,  and  was  discussed  with  earnest 
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ness  by  both  parties ;  for  two  parties  therQ  always  will  be  to  this  vexed 
question. 

The  excellent  report  from  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Society 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Talbot,  accompanied  by  a  very  abl^  and  critical 
paper  by  Dr.  H.  L.  Chase,  read  before  that  body,  and  relating  to  the 
subject  of  Homoeopathic  Pharmacology.  During  the  discussion  of  this 
paper  occurred  one  of  those  scenes  which  are  disgraceful  to  any  sci- 
entific body — namely,  personal  attacks.  The  subject  of  the  discus- 
sion was  the  abuses  practiced  upon  the  profession  by  certain  persons 
and  firms,  pretending  to  sell  homoeopathic  medicines.  Dr.  Beebe,  of 
Chicago,  took  this  opportuniny  of  going  outside  the  dignified  discus- 
sion which  was  going  on,  and  with  warlike  ferocity  attacked  the  Phar- 
macies of  the  West,  and  particularly  that  of  Mr.  Halsey,  of  Chicago. 
He  alleged  that  the  medicines  sold  at  that  Pharmacy  were  many  of 
them  procured  at  botanic  drug-shops,  which  certainly  would  be  very 
reprehensible ;  also,  that  he  once  asked  for  the  6th  dilution  of  Bella- 
donna and  was  handed  the  8d.  He  alleges  that  upon  handing  it  back, 
the  proprietor  took  off  the  label  and  replaced  it  by  one  bearing  the 
notation  of  6th  I  which  operation  was  done  "  before  the  face  and  eyes  ** 
of  the  accuser. 

This  allegation  might  be  believed,  could  we  imagine  a  man  so 
insane  and  foolish  as  to  be  guilty  of  such  an  action.  It  is  not  usually 
the  practice  of  swindlers  to  perform  their  little  operations  before  the 
eyes  of  their  victims. 

Dr.  Beebe  once  conducted  a  Pharmacy,  which  died  of  marasmus, 
after  a  short  existence. 

Dr.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  substantiated  Dr.  Beebe's  statements,  and 
added,  as  a  clincher,  that  Mr.  Halsey  had  sent  him  the  30th  of  a 
remedy,  which  30th  dilution  *'  had  color  to  it !" 

Now,  as  Dr.  Smith  happens  to  be  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  delivered  no  less  than 
twelve  or  fourteen  lectures  on  that  subject  in  one  Winter,  he  ought  to 
know  just  how  the  30th  dilution  of  a  remedy  ought  to  look.  At  any 
rate,  we  connot  but  admire  the  wonderful  aouteness  of  the  Doctor's 
visual  sense. 

Dr.  F,  Woodruff,  of  Michigan,  defended  Mr.  Halfiey,  saying  that 
in  all  his  dealings  with  him  he  found  only  one  mistake.  He  said  he 
once  received  what  purported  tio  be  Mercurius,  3d  trit.,  but  was 
nothing  but  Sugar  of  Milk.  It  is  a  pity  that  we  are  not  all  blessed 
with  such  delicate  perceptions. 

Dr.  Hale  found  fault  with  much  of  the  alcohol  used  in  preparing 
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homoeopathic  dilutions.  He  alleged  that  nearly  all  of  it  contained 
fiLsel  aU.  He  asked  the  question — If  any  member  could  tell  the 
exact  kind  of  alcohol  used  by  Hahnemann  in  his  practice  ?  To  this 
query  no  reply  was  given.  If  Hahnemann's  alcohol  contained  ftise 
oil,  we  may  as  well  go  on  using  such  alcohol ;  if  not,  not.  ^ 

Dr.  Ludlum  objected  to  this  indiscriminate  onslaught  on  the  Phar- 
macies. He  defended  Mr.  Halsey,  in  a  courteous  speech,  and  said 
that  ten  years'  acquaintance  led  him  to  consider  Mr.  H.  a  conscien- 
tious pharmaceutist  and  a  christian  gentleinan. 

Dr.  Kr^bs,  of  Boston,  and  some  others,  did  not  have  any  confidence 
in  the  Pharmacies;  they  prepared  their  own  medicines.  Dr.DeGera- 
dof  advised  the  establishmentof  a  great  Central  Pharmacy,  to  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  American  Institute,^  and  that  all  Pharmacies 
should  be  obliged  to  purchase  of  this  central  establishment.  This 
Utopian  idea  can  never  be  realized,  especially  among  American  people 
who  do  not  allow  their  commercial  matters  to  be  under  the  restrictions 
of  any  autocratic  organization. 

In  order  to  close  the  discussion,  which  was  fast  becoming  unprac- 
tical, Dr.  Hale  proposed  a  Committee  of  ten,  who  should  investigate 
the  condition  of  the  Pharmacies,  and  their  methods  of  preparing  medi- 
cines ;  also  the  character  of  the  vehicles  used,  and  to  report  at  the 
next  annual  meeting.  This  was  discussed  with  some  asperity,  and 
finally  laid  on  the  table.  On  the  second  day  of  the  meeting,  however, 
the  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Bureau^  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Pharmacy,  who  will  probably  look  into  it. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  while  the  special  object  of  our  society  pertains  to 
the  health  of  mankind,  we  cannot  quietly  meet  again  for  the  transac- 
tion of  our  usual  business,  without  expressing  our  satisfaction  and 
thankfulness  to  Almighty  God  for  the  suppression  of  the  late  dire 
rebellion  and  the  restoration  of  peace,  with  the  prospect  of  a  yet 
nobler  and  greater  prosperity  than  before  enjoyed. 

Adopted. 

The  same  gentleman  read  a  communication  from  T.  S.  Verdi,  M. 
D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  describing  the  apparatus  invented  for, 
and  used  by  him  in,  the  treatment  of  a  fracture  of  the  jaw  in  Secre- 
tary Seward.     Referred. 

The  General  Secretary  read  a  report  from  the  Homoeopathic  Infirm- 
ary of  Philadelphia,  by  B,  W;  ^ibes,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon.  Re- 
ferred. 

Ako,  a  report  by  the  same  ^utleman,  from  the  Northern  Home 
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for  Friendless  Children,,  in  Philadelphia,  which  was  in  like  manner 
referred. 

Ordered,  that  the  Institute  meet  in  the  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Adjourned  till  8  o*clock,  p.  m.,  to  listen  to  the  annual  address,  by 
W.  W.  Rodman,  M.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

In  the  evening,  notwithstanding  the  oppressive  heat,  the  hall  was 
pretty  well  filled,  and  we  listened  to  a  dignified  and  polished  address 
from  Dr.  Rodman.  Notwithstanding  the  almost  insuperable  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  treating  a  scientific  subject  in  a  popular  manner,  such 
.was  the  Success  of  the  orator,  that  before  the  meeting  closed,  five 
thousand  copies  were  ordered  printed,  for  general  distribution. 

After  the  address,  the  company  adjourned  to  the  St.  Nicholas 
Hotel,  to  partake  of  a  sumptuous  repast,  offered  by  the  homoeopathic 
physicians  of  Cincinnati.  The  large  parlors  of  the  hotel  were  thrown 
open  to  the  several  hundred  guests,  composed  of  some  of  the  fairest 
women,  most  notable  physicians,  and  some  of  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Cincinnati.  Among  the  latter  we  noticed  the  great  jurist, 
Bellamy  Storer. 

"  The  memory  of  Hahnemann"  was  drank  in  silence,  and  feelingly 
responded  to  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Pulte.  To  another  appropriate  toast  Dr. 
Gray  responded  in  a  happy  manner.  Finally,  the  toast—"  The 
Ladies,"  was  responded  to  as  only  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Helmuth  can  respond 
to  such  sentiments.  At  the  urgent  request  of  the  company,  Dr.  Hel- 
muth repeated  his  original  poem,  the  "Student's  Dream,"  a  produc- 
tion rivaling  the  wittiest  efforts  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes.  After 
this  the  company  left  in  the  best  of  spirits. 

SECOND     DAY. 

This  day's  proceedings  opened  with  a  valuable  and  practical  paper 
on  Fibrous  Tumors  of  the  Uterus,  read  by  Wm.  Todd  Helmuth,  M.  D., 
of  St.  Louis.  He  exhibited  specimens  of  the  three  different  varieties 
of  tumors,  and  detailed  with  much  precision  the  treatment,  surgical 
and  medicinal,  to  be  adopted  in  each  case. 

An  excellent»paper  from  Dr.  S.  R.  Beckwith,  of  Cleveland,  treat- 
ing of  certain  surgical  operations,  was  read  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Beckwith. 

Professor  E.  M.  Hale,  of  Chicago,  read  a  very  interesting  paper, 
entitled  "  A  Medico-Botanical  Study.''     The  object  of  the  paper  was 
to  show  the  importance  of  proving  each  species  of  medicinal  plants,  as  . 
they  probably  possess  varied  properties,  just  as  each  "  species "  of 
disease  will  present  different  symptoms  and  conditions. 

Dr.  Hale  referred  to  the  fact  that  there  were  many  species  of  such 
plants  as  Aconite,  Pulsatilla,  Cypripedium,  etc.,  and   we   should  be 
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oarefal  that  each  should  be  pf oven  separately.  He  thought  that  much 
of  the  tincture  of  Aconite  used  was  not  from  the  A.  napellus  alone, 
but  from  all  and  every  other  variety  mixed.  This  was  the  fault  of  the 
pharmaceutists.  He  showed  that  nearly  every  foreign  medicinal  plant 
used  by  us  has  its  analogue  in  this  country,  and  cited  the  Arnica,  Ac- 
onite, Bryonia,  Pulsatilla,  and  many  others  ;  and  he  urged  the  study 
and  investigation  of  our  indigenous  flora.  He  would  not  say  that 
we  could  judge  of  the  value  or  similarity  of  medicinal  plants  by 
these  botanical  affinities.  This  was  not  always  reliable.  Hahnemann 
was  quoted  to  sustain  the  position  assumed.  If  those  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  prove  medicines  and  test  their  clinical  value,  will  aid 
Dr.  Hale  in  his  investigations,  he  will  do  much  to  increase  the  mate- 
rials of  our  Materia  Medica. 

Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson,  of  the  Western  Homoeopathic  College,  offered  a 
resolution  relating  to  the  hasty  graduation  of  students,  i.  e.,  before 
they  had  actually  complied  with  the  law  which  obliges  students  of 
medicine  to  study  three  years  and  attend  tioo  courses  of  lectures  before 
they  are  entitled  to  a  diploma.  Dr.  Wilson  asserted,  with  truth,  that 
all  colleges  had  been  remiss  in  their  duty  in  this  respect,  and  thought 
it  was  high  time  a  reform  was  inaugurated. 

Here,  again,  during  the  discussion  of  the  resolution,  a  certain 
member  so  far  forgot  himself  as  to  stoop  to  personal  attacks.  Is  it  a 
natural  effect  of  the  position,  that  the  incumbent  of  the  Chair  of  Sur- 
gery in  a  Medical  College  must  be  vituper^ative  ? 

Is  it  not  true  that  our  Colleges  have  been  remiss  in  their  duty  to 
the  public  and  themselves  ?  Have  they  not'  turned  loose  upon  com- 
munity a  lot  of  blockheads,  under  the  name  of  M.  D.'s,  whose  only 
title  to  the  cognomen  of  physicician  is  a  diploma,  bought,  not  by  dili- 
gent study  and  merit,  but  by  the  graduation  fee.  Such  M.  D.*s 
order  their  medicines  thus  : 

"  Mercurious  vivus,  (mother  tincture,)  one  ounce. 
Hydrastin,  (mother  tincture,)  one  ounce. 
Pulsatilly,  bryonye,"  etc.,  etc. 

And  who  are  perfectly  ignorant  as  to  the  source  of  our  Materia  Med- 
ica, not  knowing  whether  Mercurius  is  a  plants  or  Pulsatilla  a  tree.  It 
is  high  time,  indeed,  that  our  Colleges  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  and  send 
out  graduates  in  something  more  than  in  name. 

Dr.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Organi- 
zation, made  a  report  replete  with  valuable  suggestions.  The  Com- 
mittee advised  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  that  the  Institute 
become  a  delegated  body.     This  was  not  to  preclude  the  retention  of 
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all  its  present  members,  or  the  admission  of  new  ones,  but  it  provided 
that  none  but  delegates  from  other  societies  should  take  part  in  the 
formal  deliberations.  The  ratio  of  representation  was  very  liberal. 
Delegates  were  permitted  from  State,  County,  City,  and  other  local 
societies ;  also  from  colleges,  journals,  dispensaries  and  hospitals.  No 
action  could  be  taken  on  this  proposed  amendment,  at  this  meeting,  as 
it  is  obliged  to  lie  over  until  the  next  meeting.  The  members  of  the 
Institute  were  generally  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  the  report 
was  accepted.  During  the  discussion.  Dr.  Beebe  denounced  the 
report  as  one  which  would  compel  memhers  not  delegates  to  **  keep 
their  mouths  shut."  He  declared  his  unwillingness  to  let  the  accepted 
report  go  upon  the  Records  of  the  Institute.  This  autocratic  assump- 
tion of  power  in  the  Secretary  created  some  considerable  surprise  in ' 
those  who  did  not  know  Dr.  Beebe's  peculiarities. 

Dr.  Talbot  courteously  but  earnestly  defended  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. He  declared  it  would  make  the  Institute  the  strongest  medical 
organization  in  existence,  and  cited  the  New  York  State  Society, 
which  was  wholly  made  up  of  delegates.  It  did  not  debar  any  mem- 
ber, a  delegate  or  not,  from  contributing  papers  on  medical  or  scien- 
tific subjects.  The  people  respect  organizations^  and  the  Government 
would  respect  it,  if  it  was  backed  up  by  delegates  from  State,  Coun- 
ties, etc.  It  would  also  stimulate  physicians  of  every  State,  County, 
City,  etc.,  to  organize  into  societies,  which  they  have  utterly  failed  to 
do  in  half  the  States.  Drs.  Beebe  and  Smith  opposed  the  admission 
of  delegates,  at  the  opening  of  the  Institute,  and  for  some  special 
reason*  fought  the  proposed  amendment.  It  was,  however,  sanctioned 
nearly  unanimously,  by  the  passage  of  a  Resolution,  which  invited  all 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Societies,  etc.,  to  send  delegates  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Institute.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  the  next  session 
the  amendment  making  the  Institute  a  delegated  body,  will  be  passed. 
Then  with  an  Eastern  Institute  organized,  and  also  State  and  County 
Societies  in  every  State,  the  Institute  will  become  a  really  powerful 
body,  whose  influence  will  advance  the  interests  of  Homoeopathy,  and 
do  more  to  gain  its  admission  into  the  Army  and  Navy,  into  State  and 
local  hospitals,  than  all  the  eflbrts  of  individuals. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed : 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. — C.  Hering,  M.  D.,  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  W.  E.  Payne,  M.  D.,  Maine ;  W.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  Pennsyl- 
vania; E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  Illinois;  H.  L.  Chase,  M.  D.,  Mass 

Clinical  Medicine  and  Zymoses. — W.  D.  Paine,  M.  D.,  New  York; 
J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania ;  R.  Ludlum,  M.  D.,  Illinois ;  E.  0. 
Witherell,  M.  D.,  Ohio ;  B.  Fincke,  M.  D.,  New  York. 
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Surgery.  —W,  T.  Helmuth,  ^I.  D.,  Missouri;  J.  Beakley,  M.  P., 
New  York;  G.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Illinois;  S.  R. .Beckwith,  M.  D., 
Ohio;  Pusey  Wilson,  M.  D.,  Pennsylvania. 

Organizations  and  Statistics, — J.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  Massacfau- 
sette;  H.  M.  Paine,  M.  I).,  New  York;  H.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  New 
York  ;  Geo.  E.  Shipman,  M.  D.,  New  York ;  J.  S.  Douglass,  M.  D., 
Wisconsin. 

We  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  the  oversight  in  not  appointing 
a  Bureau  of  Obstetrics.  It  is  generally  useless  to  have  embraced  ift 
a  single  Bureau  such  ex^tensive  subjects  as  "  Surgery,"  "  Clinic«][ 
Medicine,"  etc.  A  committee  can  much  easier  handle  a  subject  hav- 
ing less  scope.  We  predict  a  general  failure  of  the  Committees  to 
report.  As  a  rule,  no  committee  should  be  composed  of  more  than 
^three  members,  and  the  subject  should  be  limited  to  one  disease,  one 
medicine,  or  one  speciality. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  Institute  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  in  Pitts- 
burgh, on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1866. 

The  following  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Arrangements  for 
the  next  session  of  the  Institute,  to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh : 

M.  Gate,  M.  D.;  J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D.;  J.  F.  Cooper,  M.  D.;  D. 
Cowley,  M.  D.;  H.  H.  HoflFman,  M.  D.;  all  of  Pittsburgh. 

Wm.  Todd  Helmuth,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  was  appointed  orator  for 
the  next  meeting.  Pusey  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  alternate 
orator. 

As  a  general  summing  up,  the  meeting  of  the  Institute  has  been  a 
success.  A  general  good  feeling  was  manifested  between  the  mem- 
bers, East,  South  and  West.  Nearly  all  the  Northern  States  were 
represented ;  also  Kentucky,  and  one  or  two  Southern.  It  is  confi- 
dently hoped  that  at  the  next  meeting  we  shall  have  representatives 
from  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Many  new  members  were  admitted,  but  there  are  hundreds  of 
working  physicians  outside  of  the  organization  who  ought  to  become 
members.  Like  a  community  of  bees,  the  Institute  has  its  "  workers" 
and  its  "  drones."  There  may  be  said  to  be  another  class,  namely, 
the  **  wranglers," %ho  are  permitted  by  some  inscrutable  Providence 
to  infest  and  plague  every  organization^  These  fellows  sometimes 
play  the  part  of  the  **  Dog  in  the  Manger ;"  they  will  not  work  them- 
selves,  and  try  to  prevent  any  one  else  from  working.  Some  of  this 
class,  we  regret  to  say,  are  old  men,  who  are  singularly  averse  to  the 
idea  of  having  young  men  work.  They  fear  the  tendency  of  such 
young  workers  upward  and  onward.  However,  there  is  a  time  for  all. 
Long  live  the  InstittUe.  Nux. 


♦       ♦ 


-^'^-*- 


BAFTiaiA    IN    FEVEBS. 


UY   J.  IIAKMKR  8MITU,  X.  K.  C.  A.,  BLACKHEATH. 


f.^ase  of  Gastric   /apsecl  into    Typhoid^  Fever,  treated  by  Paptisia 

Tinctoria. 


Case. — V.  A — ,  aet.  about  27,  City  Missionary,  Hampstead.  San- 
guine-bilious temperament. 

March  2d,  1863. — I  received  an  urgent  telegraphic  message  to 
visit  him  immediately,  as  he  was  very  ill  of  fever.  I  was  not  sur- 
prised to  receive  this  intelligence,  as  I  was  aware  that  he  had  been  in* 
daily  attendance  on  a  poor  boy  who  lived  in  a  low  and  crowded  lodg- 
ing-house in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  his  own  dwelling,  and 
who  had  been  dangerously  ill  of  fever.  I  visited  him ,  at  once,  and 
found  him  as  had  been  described  in  the  telegram. 

The  symptoms  were  what  the  old  writers  would  have  described  ag 
being  of  a  phlogistic  character,  and  Cullen  as  marking  a  synochal  type 
of  fever.  There  was  hot,  dry  skin,  flushed  face,  rapid  and  full  pulse, 
headache,  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  &c.,  Ac.,  for  which  I 
prescribed  Aconite  and  Belladonna.  He  took  Aconite  until  the  next 
day ;  but  I  continued  the  Belladonna  for  several  days.  There  was 
no  material  change  until  the  evening  of  the  5th,  except  that  the  inflam- 
matory symptoms  were  gradually  moderated. 

6th. — Wife  says  his  symptoms  became  aggravated  late  last  night; 
wanted  to  get  out  of  bed  in  the  night,  and  had  to  be  held  there  by 
force;  talked  wildly  all  night ;  symptoms  distinctly  typhoid ;  pulse 
100 ;  tongue  baked  down  centre,  and  yet  less  thirst  than  there  has 
been.  Diarrhoea  frequent  and  urgent ;  motions  passed  in  bed ;  not 
troubled  about  it  afterwards.  Tinct.  Baptisia,  gt.  tV  o.  hora ;  Arsen- 
icum 1,  p.  r.  n. 

8A 
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7th. — Diarrhoea  continues.  Still  passes  motions  in  bed',  but  bowels 
not  moved  for  two  or  three  hours  previous  to  my  visit.  Tongue  not 
so  dry ;  quieter  ;  regards  you  with  a  stupid  stare,  and  a  bewildered 
expression  of  countenance.     Omit  Arsenicum,  continue  Baptesia. 

9th. — Rose-colored  spots  tolerably  numerouif  on  trunk,  slightly 
raised,  disappear  under  firm  pressure  ;  skin  dry  and  hot ;  decided  im- 
provement in  intelligence  ;  complained  of  feeling  as  if  not  at  home  ; 
asked  if  he  should  get  better  ;  complains  of  uneasy  feelings  in  head, 
not  amounting  to  pain  ;  frequent  groaning ;  scalp  hot ;  face  flushed ; 
cold  applications  to  head  grateful.;  pulse  90,  soft  and  compressible. 
Tongue,  thick  dark  coating  ;  sometimes  he  has  much  difficulty  in  pro- 
truding it.  Allows  fluids  given  him  to  run  out  of  his  mouth  ;  asked 
for  bread  and  butter,  but  could  not  get  it  down,  and  requested  his 
wife  to  take  it  out  of  his  mouth.  Bowels  moved  once  ;  motion  liquid  ; 
asked  for  bed-pan  ;  micturation  free  ;  urine  normal  in  appearance. 
Continue  Baptida. 

Evening. — Pulse  84,  small  and  soft ;  says  he  feels  better ;  much 
dysphagia. 

10th,  8.30  A.  M. — Sleepless  night;  headache;  scalp  hot;  incoherent 
talking  during  a  part  of  the  night,  but  sensible  now ;  constant  moan- 
ing during  night,  which  kept  his  wife  awake  in  next  room.  Can  swal- 
low much  more  readily,  but  tongue  still  protruded  with  difficulty. 

In  spite  of  the  amelioration  of  the  symptoms,  they  were  still  suffi- 
ciently grave  to  excite  some  alarm,  and  some  of  the  relatives  of  the 
patient  desired  him  to  see  an  Allopath.  This  being,  however,  deci- 
dedly objected  to  by  his  wife,  my  friend  Dr.  Kidd  kindly  consented  to 
visit  him  by  my  request. 

4  p.  M. — Visited  by  Dr.  Kidd,  who  noticed  that  there  was  a  good 
•deal  of  tcTiderness  in  the  region  of  the  descending  colon,  and  diag- 
nosed ulceration  there.  As  the  Baptisia  was  evidently  doing  good, 
he  recommended  its  continuance,  with  an  occasional  intercurrent  dose 
of  Belladonna  if  there  were  much  delirium ;  which  was  only,  there- 
fore, given  during  the  subsequent  night. 

11th. ^ — Dozed  several  times  in  the  night ;  excited  each  time  on 
awaking.  Diarrhoea  returned  in  the  night ;  motions  passed  in  bed, 
although  conscious,  but  unable  to  restrain  them ;  increased  tenderness 
of  abdomen.  Tongue  moist;  furred  centre  and  red  margin.  Pulse 
96,  fuller.  Head  cool ;  pain  gone.  Continue  Baptisia,  Arsenicum  1, 
p.  r.  w. 

10.30  p.  M. — Slept  all  evening ;  awoke  quite  sensible  ;  pulse  76. 
Continue  medicine. 
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12tli. — Slept  ail  night  without  moaning.  Inquired  after  family 
matters  for  the  first  time  since  his  illness ;  intelligence  fully  returned. 
Pulde  72;  no  return  of  diarrhoea;  uhdominal  tendemesH  much  less- 
ened, and  confined  to  umhilical  region;  Begins  to  complain  of  thirst. 
Tongue,  furred  centre  and  rod  tip  and  edges.  Omit,  Arsenicum,  con- 
tinue Baptisia. 

Evening, — Dozed  all  day :  asked  for  food  and  drink ;  bowels 
moviBd  once.  *  ' 

13th. — Slept  well.  Tongue  dry  ;  great  thirst ;  abdominal  tender- 
ness gone  ;  ate  part  of  a  chop  without  my  leave  ;  pulse  72.  Continue 
Baptisia. 

14tb. — Slept  well.  Tongue  moist ;  pulse  72 ;  constant  dozing. 
Continue  Baptisia.  • 

15th. — Continues  to  improve.     Continue  Baptisia. 

■ 

17th, — Further  improvement.  Omit  Baptisia.  China  ter  die. 
Able  to  leave  his  bed  in  a  day  or  two  aft^er  this  report,  and  called  on 
me  on  the  28th. 

This  was  clearly  a  case  of  typhoid  or  enteric  fever,  judging  both 
from  the  history  and  symptoms.  It  was  distinctly  traceable  to  infec- 
tion. The  symptoms  began  a  few  days  after  my  patient  had  paid 
repeated  visits  to  a  case  of  fever.  In  the  earlier  stage  of  the  disease 
the  symptoms  were  what  are  generally  known  as  gastric  fever ;  which 
is  viewed,  I  think,  by  most  writers  on  fever  as  descriptive  of  a  certain 
form  and  stage  of  typhoid  fever,  and,  though  marked  by  very  definite 
symptoms,  yet  not  as  being  a  distinct  disease. 

The  Baptisia  I  felt,  both  at  the  time  and  subsequently,  had  u 
decided  influence  in  mitigating  the  symptoms,  and  in  conducting  the 
case  to  a  favorable  issue.  It  had  been  only  introduced  to  my  notice 
by  Dr.  Hughes  on  the  evening  previous  to  my  prescribing  it  in  this 

If  I  had  then  studied  its  pathogeuesy,  I  should  have  been  aware 
that  it  has  diarrhoea  amongst  its  symptoms,  so  that  I  need  not  have 
given  intercurrent  doses  of  Arsenicum  when  diarrhoBa  supervened. 

The  rapid  cure  of  the  symptoms  of  enteritis,  aljso  the  rapid  decline 
in  the  rapidity  of  the  pulse,  were  very  remarkable. 

I  considered  that  there  was  decided  amelioration  in  the  symptoms 
before  the  case  was  visited  by  Dr.  Kidd,  but  I  thankfully  consented 
to  his  being  asked  to  visit  it,  in  consequence  6i  my  laboring  under 
great  disadvantages  in  treating  it,  whioh  hia  justly  earned  reputation 
would,  I  knew,  materially  lessen.  Not  only  were  all  the  relativcB  of 
the  patient,  except  his  wife,  decidedly  opposed  to      omceopathy,  but 
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also  the  more  influential  members  of  the  City  Mission  in  the  neigh* 
borhood  used  all  their  influence  with  Mrs.  A.  to  induce  her  to  send 
for  their  own  medidal  man,  urging  not  only  the  inefficiency  of  Homoeo- 
pathy as  an  argument,  but  also  pf  esenting,  as  an  inducement,  that  she 
would  have  to  pay  for  my  attendance,  whilst  the  Society  would  pro- 
vide her  with  an  Allopathic  Physician  at  their  own  expense. 

It  certainly  appears  inequitable  that  a  purely  religious  society  like 
the  London  City  Mission,  which  no  doubt  includes  many  Homoeopath- 
ists  among  its  subscribers,  should  practically  come  to  a  decision  and 
take  a  side  in  a  purely  medical  question,  by  providing  Allopathic 
attendance  alone  for  its  Missionaries. 

Case  of  Gastric  Fever  treated  by  Baptisia. 

G.  B — ,  clerk,  aet.  28,  Greenwich.     Lymphatic  temperament. 

December  6th,  1864. — Is  clerk  at  an  extensive  iron  foundery,  and 
thinks  he  has  been  make  ill  by  having  his  meals  only  half  cooked  by 
a  contractor.  His  appearance  ih  general  is  pale  and  sickly,  and  as  if 
possessing  little  vital  power,  but  is  not  often  ill. 

Now — languor,  nausea,  fun-ed  tongue,  large  ulcer  inside  lip  ;  ano- 
rexia; pulse  65.     Mercurius  1. 

8th.— Nausea ;  debility  ;  violent  eructations,  which  come  on  about 
every  half  hour.     Nicx  Vomica  1 ;  omit  Mercurius  1. 

9th. — Eructations  less  violent,  but  vomiting  has  supervened ;  vom- 
ited matters  tinged  with  bile.  Bowels  not  moved  for  several  days. 
Ipecac.  1,  omitting  Nux  Vomica.     To  have  an  enema  of  tepid  water. 

10th. — Constant  nausea.  Vomiting  and  eructations  both  somewhat 
abated ;  increased  debility  ;  no  tenderness  on  pressure  in  any  part  of 
abdomen  ;  bowels  moved  by  the  injection ;  pulse  70,  small  and  soft. 
Continue  Ipecac. 

12th. — Much  the  same  as  last  report.  To  be  allowed  ice.  Krea- 
sote  Ix,  3tis  horis. 

13th. — Nausea,  vomiting,  and  eructations  less  frequent ;  tongue 
dry  and  baked ;  pulse  100,  small,  and  compressible ;  little  sleep,  and 
much  vertigo  in  tlie  night ;  finds  the  ice  very  grateful.  Wife  com- 
plains that  his  temper  is  very  irritable.     Belladonna  1. 

14th. — Little  sleep  ;  rapid  pulse  ;  no  vomiting  nor  retching  all 
night.  Received  some  annoying  tidings  early  this  morning  and  the 
vomiting  and  retching  immediately  supervened,  and  have  returned 
repeatedly  since.     No  abdominal  tenderness  nor  hardness. 

Evening, — Still  vomiting  and  retching,  also  diarrhoea ;  pulse  100, 
feeble  and  small ;  tongue  dry  and  baked.  Arsenicum  2,  every  two 
hours. 
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15th. — Frequent  eructations,  and  bilious  vomiting  in  the  night, 
also  diarrhoea ;  tongue  dry. 

Evening. — Bowels  moved  five  times  since  morning — once  involun- 
tarily and  unconsciously  ;  vomiting  continues.  Delirious  and  incohe- 
rent talking  at  times — remarking,  (or  example,  that  "  it  was  no  use  his 
wife  sitting  up  with  him,  so  long  as  she  could  not  keep  those  big  fel- 
lows from  coming  into  the  room.'*  Pulse  small  and  compressible ; 
tongue  dry  and  covered  with  a  thick  brown  crust;  Arsenicum  1, 
every  two  hours. 

16th. — Slept  better  in  the  night ;  vomiting  ceased.  Diarrhoea 
continues ;  some  of  motions  still  passed  involuntarily ;  tongue  covered 
with  a  thick  brown  crust.  Took  some  beef-tea,  which  the  stomach 
retained  ;  pulse  80  ;  thready.     Continue  Arsenicum, 

Evening. -^jyioxrhoda.  continues;  some  vomiting;  pulse  100, 
thready.    Has  taken  a  small  quantity  of  wine  and  beef-tea. 

17th.— Restlessness,  with  incoherency  at  times;  pulse  100,  small 
and  feeble.     Continue  Arsenicum. 

18th. — A  perfectly  sleepless  night ;  pulse  100,  and  thready ;  much 
retching ;  little  vomiting ;  diarrhoea  ceased.  Baptisia  tinctoria  gti 
seeundis  horis.     Omit  Arsenicum. 

19th. — Feels  better  ;  has  slept  several  hours  during  the  day  and 
night.  Has  this  morning  taken  several  cupsful  of  diluted  milk  with 
bread  for  the  first  time  since  he  began  to  be  ill.  No  retching,  nausea 
nor  vomiting.     Contiue  Baptisia. 

Evening. — Continues  to  take  the  bread  and  milk,  which  causes  no 
unpleasant  symptoms.  Tongue  still  baked  in  centre,  but  over  a  smaller 
surface  than  heretofore  ;  pulse  95,  small  and  full.  Has  slept  most  of 
the  day. 

21st. — No  return  of  sickness.  Lives  on  bread  and  milk.  Central 
dry  crust  on  tongue,  sides  moist ;  pulse  still  95.     Continue  Baptisia, 

23d.  — Further  improvement.  Pulse  stronger,  but  increasingyee/- 
ing  of  debility ;  mucous  membrane  of  mouth  sore,  so  that  it  is  painful 
to  eat.     Continue  Baptisia, 

24th. — Great  languor  and  anorexia.  Lives  chiefly  on  bread  and 
milk.     Continue  Baptisia. 

25th. — Still  dry  crust  on  centre  of  tongue.  Omit  Baptisia. 
Bryonia  Ix,  gt^  every  four  hours. 

26th. — Dry  crust  on  tongue  as  before.     Continue  Bryonia. 

29th. — Much  better.  Tongue  clean  and  moist;  appetite  and 
strength  increasing.     Sleeps  well.    Continue  Bryonia  bis  die. 

January  3d. — Debility  only.     China. 
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His  convalescence  from  this  time  was  rapid,  and  would  have  been 
more  so  had  he  not  delayed  it  for  a  few  days  by  taking  a  sapper  of 
toasted  cheese,  which  brought  on  an  attack  of  vomiting,  which  .was, 
however,  relieved  in  a  day  or  two  by  Ipecac,  and  Ntix  Vomica. 

The  early  symptoms  in  G.  B — *6  case  illustrate  thcN  diffioulty  of 
diagnosis  in  certain  cases  of  fever,  whilst  in  the  premonitory  stage. 
I  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  observing  the  invasion  of  the  dis- 
ease, being  in  attendance  on  the  wife  of  my  patient  after  her  obnfine- 
ment,  at  the  time  he  was  taken  ill.  My  primary  impression  about  the 
case  (and  which  I  entered  in  my  case-book  at  the  time),  was  that  the 
symptom's  were  due  to  acute  dyspepsia.  This  diagnosis  was  favored 
by  the  patient's  own  impression  of  the  cause  of  his  illness,  referred  to 
above,  as  well  as  by  the  pulse  never  rising  above  70,  nor  being 
remarkably  deficient  in  power.  The  persistence  of  the  vomiting  in 
spite  of  treatment  would  have  led  to  the  suspicion  of  malignant  dis- 
ease of  the  stomach,  but  for  the  previous  good  health  of  the  patient, 
and  the  rapid  invasion  of  the  symptoms. 

After  the  continuance  of  the  vomiting,  &c.,  for  nearly  a  week,  had 
set  aside  the  hypothesis  of  merely  functional  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs,  I  feared,  until  the  occurrence  of  symptoms  pathog- 
nomonic of  fever,  that  I  had  got  a  case  of  cerebral  disease  in  the  early 
stage/— which  Abercromby  and  other  writers  have  shown  to  be  ire- 
quently  heralded  by  nausea  and  vomiting — no  head  symptoms  (as  in 
this  case)  at  first  being  present.  Although,  however,  the  vomiting  ^ 
was  not  the  precursor  of  cerebral  disease,  yet  its  relation  to  disordered 
innervation  rather  than  to  primary  gastric  affection  was  indicated  by 
its  renewal  on  the  14th  of  December  by  mental  disquietude. 

On  the  whole,  oh  reviewing  the  circumstances,  I  do  not  see  any- 
thing in  the  symptoms  of  this  case  that  would  have  led  a  more  expert 
or  painstaking  diagnostician  than  myself  to  have  foretold,  with  cer- 
tainty, the  advent  of  fever.  Viewing  the  case  as  a  whole,  it  is  now 
clear  that  the  symptoms  were  the  result  of  blood-poisoning  ;  the  rapid 
recovery  was  therefore  the  more  remarkable.  Even-  allowing  this  to 
be  due  in  part  to  the  elimination  of  the  materies  morbi  by  the  evacu- 
ations, yet  I  fully  believe  that  the  amelioration  of  the  symptoms  stood 
to  the  medicine  not  only  in  the  relation  of  jpost  but  of  propter. 

"  A  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer  ;'*  but  it  must  be  allowed  to 
be  at  least  a  remarkable  coincidence,  that  there  should  in  each  of 
these  cases  be  an  immediate  improvement  in  the  symptoms  after  the 
exhibition  of  the  Baptisia^  and  that  in  a  week  from  the  day  on  which 
it  was  first  given,  and  on  which  the  crisis  of  the  disease  was  not  pas 
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the  patient  might  be  justly  pronounced  out  of  danger.  In  the  second 
case,  especially,  there  was  considerable  reason  to  believe  that  the  dis- 
ease was  prevented  from  passing  from  the  gastric  into  the  typhoid 
phase  by  the  remedy  in  question.  Some  of  the  existing  symptoms 
also  were  at  once  ameliorated.  There  had  been  a  succession  of  rest- 
less nights,  which  had  reached  their  climax  on  that  previous  to  the 
day  on  which  the  Baptisia  was  commenced,  but  it  appearc4  at  once  to 
set  aside  that  morbid  irritability  of  the  nervous  system  which  pre- 
vented sleep — thus  acting  like  a  narcotic  without  its  unpleasant  con- 
comitants."^ Nor  was  there  any  renewal  of  the  retching  and  vomiting, 
with  the  exception  referred  to  at  the  conclusion  of  the  notes  of  the 
case.  The  appetite  for  food,  also,  which  had  been  absent  from  the 
first,  was  at  once  excited.  The  pulse,  which  had  been  variable,  but 
generally  rapid  and  always  weak  since  the  development  of  fever,  rap- 
idly diminished  in  frequency  and  increased  in  strength.  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  since  studying  the  provings  of  Baptisia,  that  after  the  22d 
of  December  the  soreness  of  the  mouth  and  dryness  of  the  tongue, 
which  remained  after  the  cessation  of  the  other  symptoms,  were  due 
to  medicinal  aggravation. 

I  may  make  a  similar  observation  in  reference  to  this  case  as  to 
the  former  one.  If  I  had  then  been  acquainted  with  the  provings  of 
Baptisia,  and  known  that  it  had  vomiting,  eructations,  and  diarrhoea, 
I  should  have  given  it  two  or  three  days  sooner  than  I  did. 

I  have  treated  several  other  cases  of  gastric  fever  with  Baptisia 
tinctoria,  but  the  notes  I  have  preserved  of  these  are  not  full  enough 
for  publication,  although  I  have  notes  of  some  other  cases  bf  fever 
which  I  think  of  publishing.  If,  however,  my  reference  to  the  subject 
should  induce  Dr.  Hughes  to  favor  the  readers  of  this  journal  with 
some  of  the  cases  cured  by  the  remedy  in  question,  and  to,  which  he 
has  alluded  iu  former  numbers,  I  shall  be  much  pleased  that  I  have 
published  these  cases,  limited  as  I  acknowledge  my  experience  in  the 
use  of  this  valuable  remedy  to  have  been.  I  feel,  also,  that  I  have 
laid  myself  open  to  the  strictures  of  my  readers  by  my  confession  of 
having  prescribed  a  medicine  before  having  an  opportunity  of  acqui- 
ring a  knowledge  of  its  provings.  I  was  not,  however,  aware,  prior 
to  the  publication  of  the  last  number  of  this  journal,  that  the  provings 
of  Baptisia  were  to  be  found  anywhere  but  in  the  North  American 
Journal  of  HomxeopaXky,  to  which  I  had  not  access.  Still,  I  felt  jus- 
tified in  prescribing  this  iQcdicine,  on  Dr.  Hughes'  warm  recommen- 
dation, until  I  could  obtain  the  provings.     I  had  not  gained  any  stri- 

*  This  effect  of  Baptina  cflpodally  stmck  mc  on  the  fint  occasion  of  my  neiug  it.— R.  H. 
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king  results  from  other  medicines  in  typhoid  fever,  and  should  have 
supposed  that  it  would  have  he  en  generally  admitted  that  our  resour- 
ces in  reference  to  it  were  not  so  ample  as  not  to  render  other  reme- 
dies a  desideratum.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  that  Drs  Madden  and 
Hughes'  commendation  has  led  to  Baptisia  heing  tested  by  British 
practitioners  ;  and  the  only  reference  I  have  known  made  to  it  on  the 
part  of  our  colleagues  has  been  in  a  sceptical  tone.  This  reminds  me 
of  a  remark  recently  made  in  reference  to  this  very  subject  by  a  highly 
respected  colleague,  and  endorsed  by  others  who  were  present,  viz., 
that  "it  was  very  bad  practice  to  prescribe  for  a  name."  When,  how- 
ever, the  "  name"  refers  to  a  definite  group  of  symptoms,  as  is  the  case 
in  gastric  fever,  I  must  beg  to  take  exception  to4he  dictum  in  ques- 
tion; and  as  there  is  a  tendency  in  the  minds  of  some  to  take  a  one- 
sided view  of  this  most  important  practical  question,  I  shall  take  this 
opportunity  of  making  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

Granted  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  we  have  to  treaty 
especially  those  of  a  chronic  character,  cannot  be  accurately  described 
or  distinguished  by  any  nosological  term  ;  and  both  diagnosis  and 
prognosis  being  involved  in  greater  or  less  obscurity,  that  symptoms 
must  be  individualised  and  treated  as  they  arise ;  yet  it  is  certainly 
not  so  with  all  diseases.  Many  acute  diseases — most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  exanthemata — run  a  more  or  less  definite  course,  and  are  charac- 
terised by  symptoms  which,  if  not  absolutely  the  same,  have  a  greater 
or  less  family  likeness. 

Now,  are  we  practically  denying  or  carrying  out — are  we  traitors 
or  friends  to  Homoeopathy  in  using  and  seeking  medicines  which,  in 
their  symptoms,  have  a  resemblance  to  the  disease  not  in  one  feature 
only,  but  more  or  less  in  all  ?  Are  we  wise  to  be  content  with  reme- 
dies which  touch  the  disease  at  a  single  point,  or  are  we  not  rather  to 
aim  at  as  complete  a  parallelism  as  possible  ?  To  turn  to  a  department 
of  natural  history  as  an  illustration.  The  great  superiority  of  the 
botanical  system  of  Jussieu  over  that  of  Linnaeus  is  allowed  to  be. 
that  it  respects  and  represents  natural  affinities,  whilst,  in  the  artificial 
system  of  the  latter,  plants  are  often  placed  in  juxtaposition  whicli 
Nature  has  most  widely  severed.  Even  so  it  should  surely  be  our 
aim  in  therapeutics  that  the  disease  and  the  medicine  should  he  as 
closely  en  rapport  as  possible  ;  not  only  having  one  point  of  resem- 
blance, but  that  there  should  be  a  similitude  in  the  totality,  or  at  least 
the  majority,  of  the  symptoms.  As,  however,  in  natural  history  the 
natural  and  artificial  systems  may,  in  certain  exceptional  cases,  agree 
in  expressing  the  relation  between  individuals  which  are  naturally  in 
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oloso  alliance,  so  in  exceptional  cases  in  therapeutics  the  founding  the 
choice  of  the  medicine  on  one  or  two  prominent  symptoms  may  possi- 
bly guide  to  a  right  selection.  But  such  cases,  I  repeat,  are  the 
exception,  and  not  the  rule.  Habitual  success,  especially  in  the 
treatment  of  acute  and  well-defined  diseases,  can  only  be  secured  by 
prescribing  medicines  which,  in  their  semeiology,  touch  the  disease 
not  by  one  or  two  only,  but  by  many  points.  Thus  there  may  be 
established  so  clear  a  resemblance  between  the  medicine  and  the  dis- 
ease, that  we  have  certain  remedies  that  stand  in  knqwn  and  admitted 
relationship  to  certAi  typical  forms  of  disease.  Is,  then,  the  use  of 
the  one  for  the  treatment  of  the  other  to  be  stigmatized  as  prescribing 
for  a  name  ?  By  this  process  of  generalization,  or  rather  of  grouping, 
it  was  that  the  Founder  of  Homceopathy  was  enabled  to  prescribe  and 
recommend  with  confidence  ^e/^io^^/sa  for  "smooth  scarlet  fever,*' 
Aconite  in  purple  rash,  Sjxnigia  and  Ilepar  in  croup,  Drosera  in  hoop- 
ing-cough, Mercurius  corrosivus  in  dysentery.  Thuja  in  sycosis,  &o.* 

We  may  also  expect  that,  as  our  knowledge  increases  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  number  of  our  medicines  on  the  other,  our  treatment 
will  become  increasingly  simple  and  successful.  For  instance,  it  is 
only  during  the  last  few  years  that  the  specific  distinctions  between 
typhoid  and  typhus  fever  have  been  understood  and  recognized. 
Now,  the  special  applicability  of  Baptisia  to  the  former  disease  ren- 
ders it  probable  that  it  will  not  be  found  curative  in  the  latter ;  even 
as  Hahnemann  has  shown  that  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  Belladonna 
to  true  scarlet  fever  renders  it.  unsuitable  for  the  treatment  of  the 
modification  of  the  disease,  which  he  describes  as  purple  rash.  If, 
however,  the  distinction  between  these  several  diseases  had  not*been 
understood,  the  proved  inefficiency  of  the  medicine  in  the  one  might 
have  led  also  to  its  rejection  in  the  other.  In  this  way  I  think  it 
probable  that  the  labors  of  the  old  school  in  pathology  may  niaterially 
aid  us,  if  we  are  not  less  diligent  in  the  study  of  pathogenesy,  and  not 
too  soon  satisfied  with  our  success  in  the  treatment  of  any  well- 
marked- disease. 

As  many  of  my  readers  may  not  possess  a  copy  of  **  Dr.  Hale's 
New  Remedies,"  especially  as  I  find  that  the  supply  furnished  to  the 
Engli.sh  publishers  is  at  present  exhausted,  I  will  transcribe  a  few 
short  extracts  from  the  provings  of  Baptisia  tinctorial  bearing  upon 
the  treatment  of  gastric  fever.  The  provings  were  made  by  four 
American  physicians. 

General  Symptoms. — Very  disagreeable  prostration  of  the  whole 

♦  Vide  Dr.  Dudprooifs  translation  of  Hahnemann's  "  Lesser  WHtinps,"  p.  771) 
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system.  Felt  weak  and  tremulous,  incapable  of  making  any  vigoroas 
mental  or  physical  exertion ;  indescribable  sick  feeling  all  over,  with 
great  languor. 

Nervous  System, — Arms  and  legs  tremble ;  numb  sensations  all 
over  the  body. 

Vascular  system, fever ^  SfC. — Pulse  90,  full  and  soft ;  tongue  felt 
dry,  and  felt  sore  as  if  burnt ;  the  excitement  of  the  brain,  which  is 
the  preliminary  of  delirium ;  mental  excitement,  bordering  on  deliri- 
um; want  of  power  to  think;  restless  night,  with  frightful  dreams; 
vertigo  severe ;  frontal  headache  ;  confusion  of  sight. 

.  Mouth,  Tongue,  ^c. — Ulcers  in  mouth  ;  tongue  coated  yellow 
along  centre  ;  tongue  feels  dry  on  rubbing  it  against  roof  of  mouth ; 
loss  of  appetite ;  tongue  coated  at  first  white,  with  reddish  papilke 
here  and  there,  followed  by  a  yellowish-brown  coating  in  centre,  ike 
edges  being  red  and  shining ;  bad  taste  in  mouth,  in  teeth,  and  gams 
feel  sore. 

Stomach, — Disposition  to  vomit,  with  great  eructations  of  flatus; 
nausea ;  slight  nausea,  followed  by  vomiting ;  want  of  appetite,  and 
constant  desire  for  water. 

AbdoTuen,  &fc, — Pain  in  abdomen  on  pressure  ;  vomiting  and  diar- 
rhoea, with  dark  stools;  stools  generally  dark,  offensive,  mucus,  and 
even  bloody.  Coe  says,  "  in  the  treatment  of  ulcerative  inflammation 
of  the  bowels  and  stomach,  and  chronic  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  its 
use  should  never  be  omitted." — British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy , 
July,  1805. 

For  the  American  Horaocopatliic  Observer. 

LOW    DILUTIONS. 


BY   OKOMEL,   Jit. 


At  an  early  hour,  upon  the  6th  of  May  last,  I  was  called  upon  to 
treat  Mr.  W.,  suffering  fron^  Bilious  Colic ;  the  messenger  informing 
me  that  my  patient  was  supposed  to  be  near  his  end,  as  up  to  that 
period  he  had  suffered  forty  hours,  the  malady  haviug  resisted  the 
most  approved  alopathic  treatment,  thus  far. 

Half  an  hour's  ride  brought  me  to  his  residence.  Upon  entering 
his  room,  I  found  him  in  bed,  bent  double,  uttering  the  most  pitiable 
groans,  and  pressing  a  moderate-sized  stick  of  wood  against  his  stom- 
ach to  relieve  his  agony,  He  was  incessantly  vomiting  large  quanti- 
ties of  acrid  bile,  the  taste  of  which  caused  a  spasmodic  shudder, 
almost  amounting  to  a  convulsion.  The  face  was  exceedingly  pale, 
skin  drawn  tight  over  the  forehead,  upon  which  stood   large  drops  of 
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olammy  sweat.  The  nose  pinched,  eyes  sunken,  and  cheeks  hollow. 
Upon  an  examination  of  his  person,  the  extremities  were  cold  and 
bathed  in  sweat ;  cramps  in  the  calves  pf  the  legs  ;  abdomen  retracted 
and  the  muscles  thrown  into  cord-like  knobs ;  pulse  soft  and  rapid. 
Upon  inquiry  I  found  that  no  alvine  evacuation  had  been  procured  for 
three  days. 

Here  was  an  interesting  case.  It  might  be  obstruction  of  the 
bowels,  but  the  length  of  time  bile  had  been  vomited,  to  the  exclusion 
of  any  stercoraceous  element;  the  borborygmus,  periodicity  of  the 
attacks  ;  together  with  the  general  symptoms,  pointed  unerringly  to 
the  true  source  of  the  malady.  In  order  to  free  the  bowels,  an  enema 
of  castile  soap  and  warm  water  was  resorted  to.  Warm  fomentations 
to  the  abdomen,  and  Nux  and  Colocynth  3d  given  every  half  hour. 

No  perceptible  amelioration  of  the  symptoms  obtained  for  the  space 
of  two  hours,  when  the  enema  brought  away  a  few  sybala,  followed 
by  an  amount  of  almost  pure,  but  acid,  bile.  I  now  returned  home, 
directing  the  fomentations  continued,  another  injection  given,  and  the 
Nux  and  Colocynth  repeated  at  intervals  of  an  hour,  and  as  amelioration 
progressed,  the  intervals  extended,  andjn  case  he  became  perfectly 
easy,  to  stop  the  administration  entirely. 

Having  been  in  the  country,  I  was  surprised  to  find,  on  my  return, 
about  five  in  the  evening,  a  note  summoning  me  immediately  to  Mr. 
W.*s  residence.  Upon  my  arrival  I  found  my  patient  in  terrible 
agony.  The  pain  was  so  intense,  he  prayed  for  death.  I  was  informed 
that  from  12  o'clock  the  fomentations  became  unbearable,  and  that 
every  dose  of  medicine  perceptibly  aggravated  his  sufferings,  so  he 
was  obliged  to  discontinue  it  at  about  2  p.  m. 

I  now  gave  Podophyllme  3,  for  about  an  hour,  without  any  visible 
effect.  Plumbwn,  and  ChamomiUa,  Aconite  and  Mercurius,  Cooculics 
an.d  IriSf  each  left  me  in  the  lurch,  while  my  patient's  condition  was 
momentarily  becoming  more  alarming. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole  case,  Nux  and  Colocynth*Beemed  most 
strongly, indicated — the  prostration  alone  calling  for  Arsenictimf  and 
in  order  to  test,  it  was  given  at  the  30th.  An  half  hour  of  agony 
followed,  when  it  was' succeeded  by  Ntix  and  Colocynth  at  the  same 
dilution,  warm  fomentations  applied,  and  the  result  anxiously  awaited. 
No  abatement  following,  I  gave  two  grains  of  the  1st  decimal  of  NuXy 
followed  in  fifteen  minutes  by  Colocynth  Ist,  intending,  if  this  did  no 
good,  to  give  the  same  amount  of  the  pure  drug,  holding  my  Morphine 
in  reserve,  to  administer  as  a  palliative,  and  obtain  time  for  reflection. 
H^ppUj  for  myself  and  patient,  this  was  not  needed,  as  he  was  in  a 
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sound,  refreshing  sleep,  thirty  minutes  from  the  time  the  dose,  Nux 
Ist  was  administered.  No  repetition  of  dose  followed,  and  his  conva- 
lesoence  was  rapid  as  his  disease  had  been  obstinate  and  dangerous. 
Last  week  he  had  a  slight  return.  The  same  remedies,  one  dose  each, 
quickly  restored  him.  I  think  this  a  fair  trial  of  the  high  dilutions, 
and  will  apply  to  all  diseases  affecting  the  vegetative  organs.  I  have 
no  doubt  my  *  patieut  would  have  collapsed  under  the  high  potency 
regime. 

For  the  American  HomoDopathic  Obscrrcr. 

A   aXJESTION. 


Permit  me  to  ask,  through  your  journal,  a  remedy  for  the  following 
case: 

Boy,  aged  ten,  has  severe  pains  in  both  hands,  coming  on  at  night 
about  1  or  2  o'clock,  and  lasts  from  one-half  hour  to  an  hour.  When 
the  pain  comes  on  he  is  obliged  to  get  Up  until  it  ceases.  His  fingers 
will  be  about  half  shut,  hands  arc  cold,  and  at  other  times  warm. 
Pain  will  come  on  sometimes  every  night,  and  at  other  times  at  differ- 
ent intervals.  He  will  be  free  from  it  at  times  for  weeks.  Otherwise  | 
is  in  good  health.     He  has  been  affected  thus  for  two  years. 

Shiloh,  Ohio.  J.  M.  F. 


For  American  Homooopathic  Observer. 

CASE  OF  CHOREA. 


BY  J.   1).   BUCK,   M.   J). 


During  the  summer  of  1863  I  was  called  to  see  a  patient  suffering 
from  chorea,  and  as  it  was  a  well  marked  case,  and  responded  promptly 
to  the  remedies  used,  it  may  be  worth  reporting. 

Mary  E ,  aet.  14.     Had  for  two  or  three  weeks  previous  been 

unable  to  control  her  movements.  There  was  irregular,  movement  of 
the  limbs ;  so  much  so  that  she  could  neither  walk  with  safety,  nor 
even  feed  herself.  Symptoms  worse  upon  the  right  side.  There  was 
also  considerable  lassitude,  and  the  patient  kept  her  bed  much  of  the 
time.  About  the  time  these  symptoms  first  declared  themselves,  she 
had  been  troubled  with  a  tooth,  which  was  finally  extracted,  but  not 
until  the  alveolar  had  been  injured,  and  pus  escaped  through  an  ope- 
ning near  the  root  of  the  tooth.  I  prescribed  Nux  30,  and  Cocculus 
20,  on  pills,  to  bfe  taken  every  two  hours  in  alternation  during  the  day. 
Ai  my  next  visit,  two  days  after,  there  was  marked  improvement.  I 
continued  the  medicine,  and  saw  the  patient  on  each  alternate  day, 
until  the  fourth  visit,  when  she  met  me  at  the  door  and  wanted  to 
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"  shake  hands.''  I  next  saw  the  patient  at  my  office,  about  ten  days 
after  the  last  visit,  when  there  seemed  to  be  no  trace  of  the  malady 
remaining.  No  other  medlsines  were  given,  and  I  have  since  used 
them  when  similar  symptoms  have  occurred,  with  equal  satisfaction. 
Had  the  disease  been  of  longer  standings  I  should  have  preferred  a 
higher  potency.  I  may  add  that  there  seems  to  be  an  inherent  'weak- 
ness of  memory  in  the  family,  for  up  to  the  present  time  they  have 
forgotten  to  pay  me  for  relieving  the  daughter  of  a  really  distressing 
malady. 

■  For  the  American  Homceopathic  Obserrer. 
CACTUS   GBANDIFLOBTJS    IN    BBONCHITIS. 


BY  GEO.  DUHBINO,  M.  ]). 


Dr.  Kubini  truly  deserves  great  praise  and  honor  for  the  discov- 
ery of  this  powerful  antiphlogistic  medicine,  and  I  am  glad  it  has 
been  reserved  to  Homoeopathy  to  arrive  at  the  discovery,  and  to  pro- 
pose to  science  other  means  of  curing  promptly  inflammatory  diseases 
without  blood-letting. 

I  am  confident  no  humbug  is  connected  with  the  newly  proposed 
remedy,  because  I  have  already  been  very  successful  with  it 
in  many  cases,  some  of  them  severe,  in  my  own  practice.  Moreover, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  its  powerful  effects  upon  the  human  sys- 
tem, for  the  strong  reason  that  I  have  already  used  it  also  upon  myself, 
and  with  really  unexpected  success. 

I  am  in  my  62d  year,  and  for  some  time  have  been  a  great  sufferer 
from  "  Chronic  Bronchitis,"  that  was  accompanied  with  frequent  rat- 
tling of  the  mucus,  both  through  the  day  and  at  all  hours  of  the 
night :  oppression  in  breathing,  with  a  spasmodic  cough  atid  expecto- 
ration of  mucus,  also  frequent  attacks  when  attempting  to  go  up  and 
down  stairs.  Various  remedies  proved  useless  until  I  concluded  to 
try  some  **  Mother  tincture"  of  Cacttcs  grandifloru%  that  I  had  acciden- 
tally prepared  last  year,  and  this  at  once  restored  my  health. 


>■♦  * 


rfldittp* 


For  the  American  IIom(Bopathic  Observer. 

ON    PBOVINGS. 


BY  W.  n.  BUHT,  M.  D. 


I  recommend  that  provings  be  made,  first  of  the  30th,  second  of 
the  10th,  third  of  the  30th,  and  lastly,  with  massive  doses  of  the 
crude  drug,  and  that  the  following  rules  be  observed' 
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1.  When  no  symptoms  are  developed,  repeat  the  dose  several 
times  through  the  day. 

2.  Never  repeat  a  dose  until  the  symptoms  of  the  former  one  have 
subsided,  until  the 'proving  is  being  made  with  massive  doses  of  the 
crude  drug,  then  it  should  be  taken  every  two  or  four  hoars,  until 
health  is  jeopardized,  so  as  to  get  the  pathological  symptoms. 

3.  The  remedy  should  be  prepared  in  pure  distilled  water,  so  as 
not  to  confound  the  symptoms  of  the  remedy  with  those  of  alcohol. 
When  the  crude  drug  is  proved,  it  bad  better  be  chewed  until  thor- 
oughly masticated,  and  then  the  whole  swollowed,  it  having  previously 
been  weighea. 

4.  The  symptoms  should  be  noted  down  in  chronological  order, 
their  duration  and  peculiarities ;  the  whole  followed  by  a  complete 
resume. 

5.  All  peculiarities  of  the  weather  should  be  noted ;  whether 
cold,  hot,  dry,  damp  or  windy ;  the  variations  of  .the  thermometer 
should  be  noted  daily,  af8  a.  m.,  4  and  9  p.  m. 

6.  The  temperature  of  the  body  noted  when  taking  massive  doses, 
by  placing  the  thermometer  in  the  axilla,  as  well  as  the  pulse. 

7.  The  age,  sex,  temperament,  idiosyncrasy,  and  any  existing  dys- 
crasy  or  derangement  of  health  of  the  prover. 

8.  The  urine  should  be  measured  daily  one  week  before  the  prov- 
ing, during  the  proving,  and  one  week  after  the  proving.  To  get  at 
the  amount  of  urine  secreted  daily  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
note  the  temperature  of  the  weather,  for  the  secretion  of  urine  in  a 
bold  day  is  several  ounces  more  than  it  is  in  a  hot  day.  The  urine 
should  be  thoroughly  tested  during  the  whole  proving  and  several 
days  after. 

9.  The  diet  and  liaLits  of  life  should  not  be  changed  in  the  least. 

10.  Whether  the  prover  is  active  or  sedentary  during  the  proving ; 
in  the  house  or  out  in  the  open  air  when  the  symptoms  occur. 

11.  Notice  particularly  what  effect  excitement  has  upon  the  effects 
of  the  remedy. 

12.  Examine  the  stools,  and  if  there  is  anything  peculiar  about 
them,  test  them.     Eyesight  alone  will  often  deceive  us. 

13.  Exercise  great  caution  in  verifying  the  symptoms  by  repeated 
experiments,  in  order  that  all  imaginary,  chemical  and  mechanical 
symptoms  may  be  excluded. 

14.  Critical  days  and  symptoms,  to  make  a  proving  perfeot,  should 
be  particularly  watched  for  and  noted. 

15.  Characteristic  symptoms  should  be  most  accurately  noted. 
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16.  Note  the  position  of  the  prover  wheu  the  symptoms  appeared ; 
whether  standing,  sitting,  lying  or  walking;  how  repose  or  motion 
affects  the  symptoms  ;  also,  what  effect  eating  or  sleep  has  upon  them. 

17.  If  any  eruption  of  the  skin  takes  place  during  the  proving, 
that  you  are  confident  is  an  effect  of  the  remedy,  give  an  accurate 
description  of  it,  with  drawings,  >colored,  the  color  of  the  eruption  or 
tumor,  their  full  size,  &c.;  this  is  very  important. 

18.  Make  every  possible  effort  that  is  in  your  power  to  obtain 
provings  upon  females,  and  bfjfbre  they  commence  proving  the  drug, 
examine  the  vagina  and  uterus  carefully  with  the  speculum,  three 
times,  at  intervals  of  two  days  each,  and  note  its  color,  and  if  the 
organs  are  in  a  perfect  state  of  health ;  if  there  is  any  disease,  be 
very  careful  in  giving  a  description  of  it.  During  the  proving,  exam- 
ine the  organs  as  often  as  every  other  day ;  making  full  notes  each 
time.  Also  introduce  the  thermometer,  so  as  to  learn  the  temperature 
of  the  vagina.  If  leucorrhoea  occur,  test  it,  to  know  whether  it  is 
acid  or  alkaline.  Be  careful  to  note  if  the  leucorrhoea  is  vaginal  or 
uterine.  Not  one  remedy  in  our  Materia  Medica  has  its  effects  upon 
the  generative  organs  of  woman  accurately  described,  and  before  we 
can  treat  the  diseases  of  the  vagina  and  uterus  scientifically,  we  mus^ 
have  provings  made,  of  all  our  remedies,  on  woman,  the  generative 
organs  examined  as  above  specified,  and  the  effects  photographed  or 
accurately  drawn  and  colored. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  following  remedies  be  proven,  Aconitum 
Undnatum,  Boletits  Pint,  MitoheUa  Repens,  and  Pulsatilla  Nutta- 
liana. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  the  Pulsatilla  Nutt.  be  experimented 
with  on  pregnant  animals,  by  injecting  the  medicine  into  the  veins  and 
giving  it  internally,  so  as  to  learn  its  effects  on  the  uterus. 


/" 


For  the  Americau  IIonKBopathic  Observer. 

BOBINIA   P8EUD0   ACACOA. 


Partial  proving  by  F.  X.  Spranger,  M.  D.,  reported  to  Michigan 
Homoeopathic  Institute. 

August  30th,  7  p.  M. — Took  40  drops  of  the  tincture  in  water. 
Shortly  afterwards  experienced  a  dry,  scratching  sensation  in  the 
throat. 

11  p.  M. — Great  distention  of  the  bowels,  with  flatulence.  The 
intestines  seemed  to  be  extended  to  a  great  degree,  and  were  very 
painful.  Relief  after  flatulent  discharges.  Still  a  great  deal  of  rum- 
bling in  the  bowels,  which  extended  over  the  whole  abdomen,  but  not 
as  painful. 
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August  81. — Sensation  of  soreness  in  the  bowels  when  moving,  or 
upon  pressure.  . 

2  p.  M. — Took  40  drops.  No  symptoms  till  11  o'clock,  when  the 
same  distention  and  rumbling  in  the  bowels  took  place  again,  and 
seemed  to  fill  up  the  whole  abdomen.  Bowels  costive,  but  a  frequent 
ineffectual  desire  for  stool. 

Partial  proving  by  my  brother  : 

August  31. — Took  15  drops  of  the  tincture,  in  water,  at  1  p.  ic. 
A  little  while  afterwards  slight  headaAe.  At  3  o'clock  sleepiness 
and  dullness  in  the  head  and  limbs,  with  stinging  pains  in  the  temples, 
changing  from  the  right  to  the  left  side.  Eyes  felt  sore  and  watery. 
Dreadful  dullness  in  the  head,  about  5  o'clock  Most  severe  dull 
headache  and  pain  in  the  right  temple ;  running  of  the  nose ;  rough 
soreness  of  the  throat. 

Sept.  1.— rDull  headache  and  very  jprofuse  continual  discharge  of 
the  nostrils,  with  frequent  sneezing,  the  same  as  from '  a  bad  cold. 
Chest  pains  very  severely;  roughness  of  the  throat  and  soreness  of 
the  eyes ;  restless  sleep  all  night,  on  account  of  frequent  sneezing ; 
sourness  of  the  stomach,  but  more  particularly  the  discharge  of  the 
nose  and  roughness  of  the  throat.  Symptoms  continued  for  several 
days,  then  passed  off  gradually. 

Pulsatilla  Nuttalliana. — Dr.  Burt  is  now  proving  ,this  drug. 


» ♦  ■< 


tolleps  auii  §,mtim. . 


For  the  American  Ilomoeopathic  Observer. 
MICHIGAN    UNIVERSITY   CATALOGUE    OF    1865. 


The  current  year  brings  us  an  unusual  quantit]|  of  annual 
announcements  and  catalogues.  The  close  of  the  war,  the  paralyzing 
effects  of  which  have  been  felt  by  all  the  educational  institutions  of 
the  country,  has  served  to  quicken  into  new  life  these  heretofore  lan- 
guishing bodies,  as  well  as  to  bring  quite  a  swarm  of  new  ones  into 
being.  Not  at  all  disheartened  by  the  failures  and  embarassnients  of 
their  predecessors,  new  candidates  for  public  favor,  of  medical,  scien- 
tific and  literary  character,  come  knocking  at  our  door  and  crave  our 
patronage.  , 

Some  few  of  them,  of  the  literary  and  scientific  class,  present 
flattering  credentials  in  the  shape  of  partial  endowment  funds,  gifts 
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and  grants  ;  some  from  public  and  some  from  private  sources.  And 
we  fancy  we  can  notice  in  them  an  air  of  confidence  and  self-assurance 
not  possessed  by  their  plucky  but  less  fortunate  competitors.  Among 
others  of  these  new  fledgelings,  high-sounding  titles  and  a  flaming 
display  of  promises  are  about  the  only  guarantees  they  furnish  of 
success.  And  we  gladly  take  them  all  by  the  hand  and  bid  them 
God-speed. 

It  seems  to  us  a  curious  fact,  that,  indebted  as  the  public  are  to 
the  medical  profession,  the  project  has  never  been,  started  among  the 
wealthy  for  leaving  liberal  bequests  to  medical  institutions. 

Called,  as  the  physician  often  is,  to  witness  a  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, why  does  he  not  suggest  to  the  testator  the  propriety  of.  endow- 
ing some  medical  school,  and  thus  by  a  praiseworthy  deed  immortalize 
his  memory  ?  We  know  of  several  homoeopathic  colleges  the  patrons 
of  whose  alumni  might,  we  think,  be  induced  to  grant  such  liberal 
bequests  that  they  could  be  placed  beyond  future  embarrassments, 
and  made  free  schools  to  all  seeking  a  knowledge  of  the  divine  art  of 
medicine. 

A  comparison  of  the  various  annual  announcements  has  surprised 
by  showing  how  evenly  the  medical  institutions  have  kept  pace  with 
other  schools.  What  they  lack  in  number  they  certainly  make  up  in 
amount  of  patronage ;  and  during  the  past  four  years  we  mistake  if 
the  medical  colleges  have  not  taken  precedence  in  this  particular.  - 
The  demands  of  the  army,  and  the  ease  with  which  candidates  through 
a  certain  regime  could  obtain  lucrative  and  honorable  positions,  have 
induced  a  large  number  of  young  men  to  hastily  complete  a  medical 
course,  and  obtain  a  diploma,  back  of  which  they  were  very  certain  of 
fiiuiing  a  commission.  Now  that  Othello's  occupation  is  gone,  we  feel 
certain  in  predicting  a  marked  falling  pflf  in  the  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance  ou  allopathic  colleges,  and  as  surely  an  increase  of  them  in 
the  homoeopathic  schools.  And  we  may  remark,  en  passant^  that  those 
young  men  whose  devotion  to  Truth  and  its  triumph  has  held  them  on 
unswervingly  to  the.  study  of  homoeopathic  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
to  attendance  on  homoeopathic  schools ;  wbose  diploma  gave  them  no 
royal  prerogative  to  army  rights,  whero  they  might  legally  stain  their 
hands  in  the  hecatombs  of  military  medical  practice,  are  worthy  of  all 
praise.  The  future  fruits  of  civilization  will  crown  their  history  with 
enviable  renown. 

Among  a  multitude  of  circulars,  we  find  not  least  attractive  that 
of  the  University  of  Midiigan,  for  1865.  Michigan  is  undoubtedly 
without  a  compeer  in  the  Union  in  her  educational  interests.    Her 

8fi 
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many  independent  and  denominational  schools,  as  ,well  as  the  State 
University,  are  enduring  monuments  of  praise  to  the  enterprise  and 
intelligence  of  her  citizens.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  successful 
experiment  of  a  State  School  has  not  been  adopted  by  other  States. 
But  it  is  equally  to  be  regretted,  that  in  this  experiment  was  ever 
included  the  plan  of  teaching  medical  science.  The  result  has  been, 
as  is  well  known,  to  give  patronage  exclusively  to  one  school  of  medi- 
cine, which  by  a  bigoted,  dogmatic,  and  monopolizing  course,  has 
foisted  itself  into  notoriety,  and  lives,  with  all  its  errors  and  follies,  at 
the  public  expense.  We  greatly  mistake  the  spirit  of  reform  in 
Michigan,  if  such  a  reproach  to  progress  and  justice  long  remains  to 
tarnish  her  fair  fame. 

Yet,  in  looking  carefully  over  the  list  of  students  and  preceptors, 
it  is  very  mortifying  to  find  the  names  of  several  who  claim  to  be 
believers  in  and  practitioners  of  homoeopathy.  There  must  be  an 
unaccountable  obtuseness  in  the  minds  of  these  men,  that  they  should 
thus  willing  pay  tribute  to  a  system  so  antagonistic  to  all  they  believe 
and  practice.  There  can  be  no  hope  of  ever  relieving  the  State  of 
this  incubus,  so  long  as  the  practitioners  of  our  school  continue  to 
send  their  students  there.  Because  Ann  Atbor  is  nominally  a  free 
school,  our  young  men  are  allowed  to  go  there,  and  sit  under  the  teach- 
ings of  ol)Solete  and  erroneous  doctrines,  and  to  listen  to  the  pointless 
raiUery  and  stale  sarcasm  of  homoeopathic  truths,  daily  served  out  witii 
as  much  regularity  as  lessons  in  anatomy.  If  indeed  a  hundred  dol- 
lars is  saved  to  the  student  by  attendance  on  lectures  there,  he  will 
find  in  the  end  that  it  is  the  dearest  economy  he  ever  practiced.  Two 
full  courses  of  lectures  in  a  school  where  the  student  can  be  thoroughly 
taught  the  truths  of  the  homoeopathic  art  is  none  too  long  to  fit  him 
for  a  practice  whose  nosology  does  not  constitute  a  ready-made  diag- 
nosis, and  whose  prescriptions  are  not  to  be  obtained,  ready-made,  for 
one  dollar  per  volume.  W. 

Clevdandy  0, 

CHIGAGK)    MEDICAIi    TJNIVEBSITY. 


It  is  a  promising  sign  of  the  times,  and  of  the  rapid  progress  of 
Homoeopathy,  especially  in  the  North-West,  that  a  University  should 
be  organi2ed  wherein  the  true  healing  art  shall  be  taught.  Chicago 
has  the  honor  of  having  the  first  Homoeopathic  University  established 
in  the  United  States.  Commencing  with  a  large  Faculty,  composed 
of  tea  Professors,  all  of  whom  are  well  known  to  the  profession  as 
able  teachers  and  authors  in  their  respeetive  branches,  the  Institution 


AMERICAN    HOMGBOPATHIC    OBSERVER.  275 

cannot  fail  of  success.  Some  of  the  Chairs  are  new  to  a  Homoeopathic 
College,  namely,  '*  Military  Surgery,'*  '*  Microscopical  Anatomy,"  and 
"Medical- Botany  and  Pharmacology."  These  latter  branches  form  a 
part  of  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica,  and  the  incumbent,  Prof.  E.  M. 
Hale,  will  undoubtedly  do  justice  to  the  two  branches  of  medical 
education  quite  too  much  neglected  by  our  school.  Wo  understand 
that  owing  to  a  prior  claim  which  the  University  holds  on  Prof.  Hale, 
— a  claim  made  during  its  inception  last  Spring — that  gentleman  will 
resign  his  position  in  the  Cleveland  College.  It  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  founders  of  the  University  to  organize  the  Institution  this 
year;  but  it  become  evident  that  it  was  imperatively. necessary  to  the 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  Homoeopathic  School  at  the  North-' 
West  that  the  University  should  go  intp  operation  at  an  early  day. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Faculty  was  appointed  and  the  organ- 
isation perfected.  When  Prof,  ^ale  accepted  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Cleveland  College  it  was  not  supposed  that  that  Uni- 
verfdty  would  be  organized  until  another  year. 

We  have  now  in  the  United  States  five  Colleges  and  one  Univer- 
sity devoted  to  the  teaching  of  Homoeopathic  medicine  and  the  collat- 
eral branches  of  science.  Homoeopathy  ought  to  be  represented  in 
the  Michigan  State  University,  and  will  be,  if  every  physiciaaii  of  the 
State  works  earnestly  for  that  purpose. 

[Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  learn  that  the  Faculty  of  Chicago 
Medical  University  has  been  re-organized,  and  uniting  with  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College,  will  sail  under  the  old  charter.] 

AMEBIOAK    KBDIOAL    ASSOdATIOH. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  this 
city  was  attended  by  five  or  six  hundred  doctors.  The  sessions  were 
interesting  to  the  profession ;  and  a  well-deserved  compliment  was 
bestowed  upon  Dr.  D.  H.  Storer  of  this  city  in  electing  him  President 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  city  government  showed  the  Association 
every  possible  attentioB,  an  excursion  down  the  harbor,  with  a  dinner 
at  Long  Island  being  a  part  of  the  programme.  According  to  the 
statements  of  many  wrho  were  present,  the  amount  of  liquor'  furnished 
and  drank  upon  that  excursion  could  not  have  been  taken  with  safety, 
except  under  the  strong  **  medical  advice  "  of  the  partj. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  that  the  Association  gained  no 
credit  for  its  insulting  reference  to  homoeopathists.  Secretary  Seward 
«nd  the  very  respectable  portion  of  our  eommunity  who  prefer  that 
mode  of  praotioe,  hare  a  ri^^t  to  decent  poUteness  at  the  hands  of: 
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**  regular  practitioners/'  and  it  simply  argues  weakness  on  the  part  of 
the  Association,  if  it  has  no  other  arguments  than  sneers  and  insults. 
To  characterize  the  '*  course  of  the  present  surgeon-general  (Barnes) 
in  consulting  with  a  homceopath  in  the  case  of  Secretary  Seward  and 
allowing  a  quack  to  prescribe  medically  whilst  he  was  attending  sur- 
gically, an  offense  of  no  mean  proportions,  the  high  position  of  the 
parties  making  the  demoralizing  effect  the  greater,'*  is  simply  ridicu- 
lous.— Boston  GongregcUionist, 


HONTBEAL   HOHCEOPAIHIG    MEDICAL   DTHPRNflAKT> 


Extract  from  First  Annual  Report, 


It  must  be  a  n^atter  of  encouragement  to  the  originators  of  this 
institution  to  learn  that  over  three  hundred  individuals  have  already 
availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  it  aims  to  extend  to  the  suffering 
poor.  This  is  a  degree  of  success  the  most  sanguine  Homosopath 
oould  scarcely  anticipate,  considering  that  few  among  the  class  the 
Dispensary  is  designed  to  reach  know  anything  of  the  Homoeopathic 
treatment.  The  relief  obtained  in  some  cases  has  induced  the  indi- 
viduals to  seek  re-admission  for  the  treatment  of  other  diseases,  and 
the  remarkable  cures  effected  in  other  instances,  have  undoubtedly 
made  a  favorable  impression  wherever  the  cases  became  known.  The 
number  of  patients  is  gradually  becoming  larger  each  month.  The 
institution  is  greatly  indebted  to  John  Wanless,  M.  D.,  for  his  gra- 
tuitous services  and  for  the  regularity  and  punctuality  with  which  he 
has  attended. 

The  number  of  patients  has  been  303,  and  the  number  of  prescrip- 
tions about  750. 


Canadian  Licenses  Granted.— ^The  following  we  find  in  the  Cana- 
dian Official  Gazette  : 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor  General  has  been  pleased  to  grant 
licenses  to  Moses  Edward  Tripp,  of  IngersoU,  Esquire ;  Allan  Napier 
Tisdale,  of  Otterville,  Esquire ;  Peter  McDonald,  of  IngersoU,  Es- 
quire ;  and  Lambert  Ferguson  Crawford,  of  IngersoU,  Esquire ;  to 
enable  them  to  practice  Physic,  Surgery  and  Midwifery,  under  the 
Provisions  of  the  forty-first  chapter  of  ihe  Consolidated  Statute  fer 
Upper  Canada,  entitled  **  An  Act  respecting  HcHnosopathy." 
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^mtlUu^. 


HAHNEMANN'S    OKGANON.* 

There  has  recently  been  issued  in  Geraiany,  from  the  private  presB 
of  Mr.  Arthur  Lutze,  of  Coethen,  and  under  his  editorship,  what  pur- 
ports to  be  a  sixth  edition  of  the  Organon  of  Hahnemann,  with  addi- 
tions from  the  pen  of  Hahnemann  and  with  annotations  &om  ihe  Ed- 
itor, Mr.  Lutze. 

This  alleged  "Sixth  Edition  of  Hahnemann's  lOr^anow "  thus 
edited  and  printed  by  Mr.  Arthur  Lutze,  appears  to  contain  unwar- 
ranted alterations  from  the  original  text,  as  Hahnemann  left  it,  together 
with  suppression  of  important  parts  of  the  text.  And  these  changes 
are  of  so  important  a  character,  that  the  editors  of  all  the  homoeo- 
pathic periodicals  of  Germany,  differing  widely  as  they  do  on  many 
points  of  doctrine  and  practice,  have  united  in  a  solemn  and  earnest 
protest  against  the  reception  of  this  edition  of  the  Organon  as  authen- 
tic. In  this  protest  they  earnestly  beseech  all  homoBopathio  physi- 
cians throughout  the  world,  and  especially  all  societies,  institutes  and 
organized  bodies  of  homcBopathic  physicians,  after  due  investigation 
of  the  subject,  to  unite  with  them. 

The  object  of  this  memorial  is  to  lay  before  the  profession  this 
unanimous  protest  of  the  German  homoeopathic  press,  and  in  connec- 
tion therewith,  to  present  likewise  such  additional  history  and  testi- 
mony bearing  on  the  subject  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  full  comprehen- 
sion of  it. 

The  protest  of  the  German  press  appears  in  the  following  words 
in  the  Allgemeine  HomcBopathische  Zeitung,  Vol.  70,  15,  April  10th, 
1866. 

PuoTEST. — In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Sanitaets-Bath,  A.  Lutze 
of  Coethen,  has  undertaken  to  publish  a  sixth  edition  of  S.  Hahne- 
mann's Organon  of  the  Healing  Art,  the  undersigned,  in  the  interest 
of  their  science  and  as  the  present  representatives  of  the  German 
homoeopathic  press,  feel  it  their  duty  to  make  the  following  explana- 
tion. 

Homoeopathy  has  always  excited  the  interest  of  the  laity  in  a  far 
greater  degree  than  any  other  system  of  medicine,  and  to  this  very 
interest  it  is  largely  indebted  for  its  extension  and  recognition.  Even 
now,  muiy  places,  in  which  the  number  of  its  representatives  is  fiir 

•  A  memorial  to  the  American  Iiustitate  of  Homoeopothy  and  all  Homceopathie  Boototti, 
Pbjikiaai  and  Joumate. 
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from  correj^ponding  to  the  needs  of  the  public  who  confide  in  it,  are 
dependent  upon  practitioners  who  are  not  regularly  educated  physi 
oians,  (Nichtaerzte)  and  whose  true  devotion  to  Homoeopathy  must  in 
part  compensate  for  their  lack  of  a  scientific  study  of  it.  It  would 
be  ungrateful  to  wish  to  conceal  this  fact  and  not  to  lay  aside  all  spirit 
of  caste  and  recompense,  with  the  most  public  recognition,  the  services 
of  very  many  of  these  persoias  in  the  matter  of  the  propagation  of 
Homoeopathy. 

But  it  is  no  less  true,  that  there  are  limits  within  which  an  active 
and  independent  participation  by  laymen  and  dilettanti  becomes  an 
impossibility,  unless  it  should  reduce  science  to  a  piece  of  ihechanism 
and  make  the  healing  art  a  handicraft.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  honor- 
able representative  of  Homoeopathy  to  keep  a  zealous  watch,  to  the 
end  that  no  unqualified  hand  grasp  and  jostle  its  inner  sanctuary, 
whether  it  be  the  hand  of  an  opponent  or  of  an  adherent. 

The  Organofiy  this  work  of  Hahnemann's  which  comprises  the  col- 
lected principles  of  Homoeopathy  and  establishes  them  on  scientific 
bases,  has  already,  with  great  propriety,  been  called  the  Bible  of  Ho- 
moBopathy.  A  new  edition  of  this  work  which,  it  is  well  known,  has 
long  been  out  of  the  book  trade,  miust  be  a  welcome  circumstance  to 
every  Homoeopathician.  But  assuredly,  every  one  will  also  be  con- 
strained to  ask,  how  comes  Mr.  Lutze  to  undertake  this  honorable 
duty  ?  And  still  more,  how  comes  Mr.  Lutze  to  introduce  this  aew 
edition  of  Hahnemann's  work  with  his  own  naMe  upon  the  title-page, 
since  assuredly  he  can  have  exercised  no  function  but  simply  and 
purely  that  of  a  publisher  and  bookseller  ?  But  this  reasonable 
question  is  completely  silenced  in  the  face  of  an  incomparably  more 
important  and  weighty  fact,  which  nothing  short  of  a  complete  misap- 
prehension of  his  own  position  and  the  ^greatest  self-conceit  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Lutze  could  have  rendered  possible. 

Lutze  has  permitted  himself  not  only  to  add  to  Hahnemann's  work 
a  new  and  emphatic  dedication  and  several  additions  in  the  way  of 
annotations  and  an  appendix,  but  has  even  removed  several  paragraphs 
of  Hahnemann's  (272 — 374  of  the  fifth  edition)  and  has  substituted 
for  them  a  new  paragraph  which  expresses  directly  the  opposite  of 
what  was  heretofore  said  therein,  and  he  has,  by  so  doing,  deliberately 
and  without  any  right,  annihilated  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of 
Homoeopathy. 

The  annulled  paragraphs  contain  the  precept,  that  in  homoeopathic 
practice,  orUy  one  single  simple  remedy  shovM  he  given  at  one  time  to 
the  patient ;  they  contain  the  reason  for  this  precept  and  moreover  an 
impressive  warning  against  the  danger  of  ever  combining  remedies. 
Instead  of  all  this,  the  paragraph  which  has  been  smuggled  in  sanc- 
tions the  administration  of  the  so-called  double  and  triple  remedies 
for  certain  alleged  cases.  Every  one  who  is  only  tolerably  familiar 
with  Homoeopathy  must  know  that  the  exclusive  administration  of 
simple  and  uncombined  remedies  is  one  of  the  three  principal  pillars 
on  which  the  entire  edifice  of  Homoeopathy  rests.  To  take  this  away 
means  nothing  less  than  to  entirely  overturn  Homoeopathy. 

And  how  does  Mr.  Lutze  justify  this  outrage,  or  at  least  cloak  it 
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with  the  semblance  of  a  title  ?  In  this  way.  He  perpetrates  a  falsi- 
fication of  history  and  he  confounds  with  one  another,  circumstances 
that  occurred  in  former  years,  in  that  he  appeals  to  a  letter  of  Hahne- 
mann's written  in  1833,  from  which  it  appears  that  Hahnemann,  at  the 
instance  of  Dr.  ^gidi,  had  for  some  time  been  ready  to  introduce  into 
the  fifth  edition  of  the  Organon  a  paragraph  in  favor  of  *' double 
remedies." 

But,  in  order  to  a  right  understanding  of  this  circumstance  and  in 
justice  to  the  history  of  Homoeopathy  and  to  the  name  of  Hahnemann, 
it  should  not  be  concealed  that,  upon  the  unanimous  representations  of 
his  followers,  Hahnemann  immediately  reconsidered  this  momentary 
weakness  towards  a  dear  friend,  and  that  he  not  only  did  not  introduce 
the  unwholesome  paragraph  into  the  said  fifth  edition,  but  even  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  repeat,  more  impressively  than  ever,  the  before 
mentioned  warning  against  combining  remedies.  And  in  this  convic- 
tion he  remained  true  and  firm ;  for  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  ten 
full  years,  he  did  and  published  nothing  which  could  be  alleged  as 
bearing  against  this  claim.  But  can  any  one,  who  has  any  knowledge 
whatever  of  Hahnemann's  character,  suppose  for  an  instant,  that  he 
could  be  turned  back  by  any  but  the  most  conclusive  reasons,  or  that, 
for  the  space  of  ten  years,  he  would  have  failed,  through  hesitancy  or 
indecision,  to  recall  this  fifth  edition,  if  he  had  been  really  convinced 
of  the  correctness  of  other  views  than  those  therein  stated  ?  No ! 
Hahnemann,  that  Iron-Head,  was  not  the  man  of  cowardly  compliance 
or  of  passive  sufferance  who  would  have  let  that  befall,  in  regard  to 
his  own  Homoeopathy,  which  he  did  not  hold  to  be  the  right !  And 
now,  twenty-two  years  after  his  death,  there  conies  an  officious,  med- 
dling fellow,  who  would  make  us  believe,  as  though  he  had  only  soft 
heads  and  neophytes  to  deal  with,  that  Hahnemann  had  "  like  Saturn, 
devoured  his  own  children." 

Have  we  then  said  too  much,  when  we  speak  of  falsification  of  his- 
tory and  of  a  perversion  of  the  facts  ?  Truly,  even  were  Lutze  quite 
another  than  in  fact  he  is,  we  should  be  compelled  to  fling  in  his  face 
the  charge  of  the  boldest  assumptions,  the  most  unheard-of  self-ezal- 
tation  jind  of  falsification,  and  without  mercy  tear  him  down  from  the 
dictatorial  chair  which  he  has  usurped.  He,  least  of  all,  is  the  man 
who  should  offer  to  do  such  things.  Out  of  such  timber  may  indeed 
be  hewn  lubbers  for  the'  masses  who  are  incapable  of  reflecting  and 
of  calling,  to  account,  but  never  the  reformers  of  medicine ! 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we,  the  representatives  of  the  scientific 
Homoeopathic  Press  of  Germany,  hereby  solemnly  protest  aghinst  this 
alleged  sixth  edition  of  Hahnemann's  Organon^  and  we  declare  the 
same  to  be  spurious  and  apoohryphal,  and  at  the  same  time  we  repudi- 
ate all  fellowship  with  such  conduct,  and  with  its  perpetrators,  and 
we  denounce  it  and  them.  Confident  of  the  entire  support  of  all  the 
true  representatives  of  Homoeopathy,  we  anticipate,  first  of  all  from 
all  parts  of  Germany,  and  from  foreign  lands,  from  individuals  and 
from  societies,  a  formal  concurrence  in  this  protest,  and  we  anticipate 
with  more  especial  confidence  from  the  Central  Union  of  the  HomoDO- 
pathic  Physicians  of  Germany,  that,  at  its  next  meeting,  it  will  adopt 
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more  positive  regulation  against  such  corapromisings  of  Homoeopathj 
and  will  go  to  work  energetically  against  all  spoilers  of  our  scienoe. 
(Signed)  Br.  Bolle,  Ed,  Hani,  Pop.  Zeitung, 

Dr.  Hirschel,  JEd.  Zeit,fur.  Horn,  Klinikt 

Dr.  Meyer,  Ed.  Allg.  Horn,  Zeit.^ 

Dr.  C.  Muller,  Ed.  Horn,  Viertdjahrschrift, 

In  order  that  the  allusion  in  the  ahove  protest  to  Hahnemann's 
"  dear  friend,*'  Dr.  -zEgidi,  as  well  as  the  documents  which  are  to 
follow,  may  be  more  clearly  understood,  a  few  words  of  a  historical 
nature  may  here  be  introduced. 

Mr.  Lutze  published  in  1860  a  popular  "  Manual  of  Homoeopathic 
Theory  and  Practice  for  Domestic  Use."  A  translation  of  it  by  Dr. 
C.  J.  Hempel  was  published  in  New  York,  in  1863.  In  this  Manual 
Mr.  Lutze  authorizes  the  use  of  two  or  even  three  drugs,  in  combina- 
tion, in  one  and  the  aame  dose.  He  claims  to  have  for  this  practice 
the  sanction  and  encouragement  of  Hahnemann,  ^gidi  and  von  Bean- 
ninghausen,     His  language  is  as  follows  : 

This  important  discovery  of  the  combination  of  drugs  was  first 
announced  twenty-four  years  ago  by  Dr.  Julius  -^gidi,  at  that  time 
Physician  to  the  Princess  Prederica  of  Prussia,  and  now  Medical 
Councillor.  This  discovery  was  communicated  to  Hahnemann  in  the 
year  1833.  corroborated  by  233  cures  with  combined  remedies,  and 
was  joyfully  received  by  Hahnemann,  but  kept  secret  from  the  public 
by  the  imbecility  of  the  foes  of  truth,  whereas  the  worthy  discoverer 
was  insulted  and  derided  by  those  who  were  unworthy  of  unloosing 
his  shoe-strings. 

Mr.  Lutze  then  gives  a  letter  from  Hahnemann  to  JEgidi,  dated 
May  15th,  1833 : 

Dear  Friend  and  CoUeagite: — Do  not  suppose  that  I  reject  any- 
thing good  from  mere  prejudice  or  because  it  might  lead  to  modifica- 
tion in  my  doctrine.  All  I  desire  is  truth,  and  I  know  that  this  is 
all  you  care  for.  I  am  rejoiced  that  you  should  have  had  such  a  happy 
thought,  at  the  same  time  confining  its  execution  to  proper  limits. 
Two  remedies  should  only  be  given  in  combination,  in  a  highly  poten- 
tized  form,  provided  each  is,  in  its  own  way,  homoeopathic  to  the  case. 
In  such  a  case,  this  proceeding  is  an  advantage  to  our  art  which  should 
not  be  repudiated.  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  making  a 
trials  and  I  doubt  not  it  vnU  be  sucoessjid  I  am  likewise  glad  to  hear 
that  Boenninghausen  approves  of  this  plan. 

Lutze  proceeds : 

In  another  letter  to  Dr. .^gidi,  Hahnemann  writes,  under  date  of 
June'  19th,  1833  :  I  have  devoted  a  special  paragraph  to  your  discov- 
ery of  a  combination  of  drugs,  in  the  fifth  edition  of  my  Organon^ 
the  manuscript  copy  of  which  was  last  night  sent  to  Arnold,  etc. 

LutKe  goes  on  to  say : 
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What  has  become  of  this  paragraph  ?  We  search  the  Organon 
from  beginning  to  end  without  finding  it.  Here  is  the  explanation. 
Hahnemann  laid  the  new  discovery,  which  he  had  kept  sacret  hereto- 
fore, before  the  meeting  of  homceopathic  physicians  of  the  10th  of 
August,  1833.  Their  number  was  as  yet  small,  but  instead  of  meeting 
with  open  hearts  he  found  stubborn  minds,  who,  instead  of  accepting 
the  blissful  truth,  assailed  it  with  all  sorts  of  persecutions,  comparing 
it  to  the  mixtures  of  allopathic  practitioners,  and  persuading  Hahne- 
mann to  abandon  the  publication  of  this  discovery  and  to  allow  one  of 
his  friends  to  suppress  the  paragraph  which  had  been  printed. 

He  proceeds  to  say  that  ^gidi  was  shamefully  abused  and  that  he 
preferred  to  remain  silent,  rather  than  expose  himself  to  abuse  and 
assaults.     He  adds : 

I  do  not  know  the  persons  who  have  perpetrated  this  robbery ; 
most  of  them  may  be  in  their  graves.  The  time  for  requital  has 
come  ;  the  hitherto  suppressed  discovery  rises  like  a  phoenix  from  its 
ashes  and  the  name  of  its  author,  Julius  ^gidi  shall  be  snatched 
from  oblivion.  *  *  Three  or  four  years  ago  the  dis- 

coverer first  acquainted  me  with  the  combination  of  remedies.      ''-^ 

*        *       Our  excellent  Boenninghausen  has  informed  me  orally 
that  he  has  obtained  equally  fortunate  results,  etc. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Lutze  defends  his  use  of  combined  drugs 
by  the  testimony  of  Brs.  JSgidi  and  von  Boenninghausen — strong 
names,  certainly.  But  it  so  happens  that  Dr.  ^gidi,  who  is  still 
living,  had  already  placed  himself  on  record  in  terms  which  directly 
confiict  with  the  above  statements  of  Mr.  Lutae,  while  a  letter  quoted 
below  from  Dr.  von  Boenninghausen  to  your  memorialist  is  equally 
conclusive,  touching  the  decided  disapproval  with  which  the  practice 
of  combining  drugs  was  regarded  by  Dr.  von  Boenninghausen,  who 
moreover  intimates,  by  the  way,  that  he  does  not  know  and  has  never 
met  Mr.  Arthur  Lutze. 

May  12th,  1857,  Dr.  :^gidi  published  in  the  AUgemeine  ZeUung 
an  explanatory  note,  disavowing  and  disapproving  the  practice  of  com- 
bining drugs.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  disavowal,  Mr.  Arthur  Lutze, 
in  1860,  hails  ^gidi  as  the  discoverer  of  the  method  and  thereby 
claims  ''  to  snatch  his  name  from  oblivion." 

Now  again,  April  12th,  1863,  on  seeing  the  Protest  of  the  German 
Homoeopatliic  Press  against  Lutze 's  edition  of  the  Organon,  Dr. 
.^Igidi  publishes  a  second  card  in  the  following  language  (from  the 
AUg.  Horn,  Zeitung,  70, 17,  136,  April  24t*i,  1866) : 

ExpuiNATioN. — The  protest  of  tlie  honored  representatives  of  the 
homceopathic  press  of  Germany  against  the  alleged  sixth  edition  of- 
ihe  Organon  of  the  Healing  Art,  published  in  ihe  AUg.  Horn.  ZeUung 
of  Apnl  lOtli,  Hahnemann's  birthday,  having  embraced  the  mention 
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of  my  name,  yet  haying  omittted  to  mention  that  I  also  participate  in 
the  conviction  in  behalf  of  which  the  signers  of  the  protest  contend 
— that,  yeartf  ago,  I  loudly  and  publicly  made  known  my  disapproval 
of  the  administration  of  so-called  double  remedies,  as  an  abuse  and  a ' 
mischievous  proceeding — I  find  myself  compelled  to  publish  my  expla- 
nation as  it  originally  appeared  in  the  Allg,  HomcBopathische  Zeitung, 
54,  12,  May  19th,  185T,  and  thence  was  copied  in  the  Neue  Zeitscr0 
fur  Homceopathische  Klinik,  II,  12,  June  15th,- 1857.  It  was  in  the 
following  language : 

.  *'  The  undersigned  finds  himself  compelled  to  join  his  voice  in  the 
reproaches  that  have  been  made,  particularly  of  late,  against  the 
homceopathic  administration  of  so-called  double  remedies  ;  so  much 
the  more,  inasmuch  as  it  is  he  who  is  charged  with  having  taken  the 
initiative  in  this  mode  of  acting  which  is  the  subject  of  reprobation. 
.  Entirely  agreeing  with  all  the  arguments  adduced  against  it  by  com- 
petent persons  and  the  refutation  of  which  must  be  impossible,  the 
undersigned  is  compelled  to  make  known  publicly  and  emphatically 
his  decided  disapproval  of  such  an  abuse  of  our  excellent  and  most 
serviceable  art,  as  has  been  lately  recommended  in  an  apparently  sys- 
tematic manner  and  as  a  rule  ;  to  the  end,  that  persons  may  forbear 
to  take  his  supposed  authority  as  a  sanction  of  a  mode  of  treatment 
which,  even  as  he  (Stapf's  Archives,  1834,  14.)  thought  he  might 
recommend  <^  modification  of  it  for  very  rare  and  exceptional  cases,  is 
very  far  from  being  the  abuse  and  mischief  which  it  is  now  made  and 
being  made." 

I  add  to  this  that  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  contents  of  the 
above-mentioned  protest ;  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  practice  therein 
rebuked  is  not  dealt  with  even  as  severely  as  in  the  interests  of  our 
science,  it  should  have  been.  ^gidi. 

Freiemoald,  a.  d.  0.  April  12th,  1865. 

When  the  American  translation  of  Lutze's  Manual  appeared  in 
1863,  your  memoralist  wrote,  under  date  March  2d,  to  Dr.  von  Bodn- 
ninghausen,  quoting  the  passages  which  refer  to  him,  and  asking  to  be 
informed  on  the  subject.     The  following  reply  was  promptly  received : 

MuENSTER,  March  25th,  1863. 
To  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  New  York : 

My  Very  Deaar  Friend  and  CoHeagtie : — I  have  just,  to-day, 
received  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.  The  passage  which  you  quote 
concerning  the  "  combined  doses,  containing  two  different  remedies,'* 
imposes  on  me  the  duty  of  replying  without  a  moment's  delay. 

It  is  tnie  that  during  the  years  1832  and  1833,  at  the  instance  of 
Dr.  j^gidi,  I  made  some  experiments  with  combined  doses,  that  the 
results  were  sometimes  surprising,  and  that  I  spoke  of  the  circum- 
stance to  Hahnemann,  who  after  some  experiments  made  by  himself, 
had  entertained  for  a  while  the  idea  of  alluding  to  the  matter  in  the 
fifth  edition  of  the  Organon,  which  he  was  preparing  in  1883.  But 
this  novelty  appeared  too  dsingerous  for  the  new  method  of  cure,  and 
it  was  I  who  induced  Hahnemann  to  express  his  disapproval  of  it  in 
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.  the  fifth  edition  of  the  Organon  (1833),  in  the  note  to  §272.  Since 
this  period,  neither  Hahnemann  nor  myself  have  made  further  use  of 
these  con^bined  doses.  Dr.  jEgidi,  too,  was  not  long  in  abandoning 
this  method,  which  resembles  too  closely  the  procedures  of  Allopathy, 
opening  the  way  to  a  relapse^  from  the  precious  law  of  simplicity — a 
method,  too,  which  is  becoming  every  day  more  entirely  superfluous, 
from  the  augmentation  of  onr  Materia  Medica. 

If,  consequently,  a  Homoepathician  takes  it  into  his  head  to  act 
according  to  experiments  made  thirty  years  ago,  in  the  infancy  of  our 
science,  and  subsequently  rebuked  by  unanimous  vote,  he  clearly 
walks  backwards,  like  a  crab,  and  shows  that  he  has  not  kept  up  with 
nor  followed  the  progress  of  science. 

Supposing  that  it  may  interest  you  to  know  the  origin  of  the 
above-mentioned  method,  I  add  the  following :  There  was  about  this 
time  (1832  and  1833)  at  Cologne,  an  old  physician  named  Br.  StoU, 
himself  a  constant  invalid  and  hypochondriac,  who,  distrusting  the 
old  medical  doctrine,  but  having  only  a  superficial  smattering  of 
Homoeopathy,  had  conceived  the  idea  of  dividing  the  remedies  into 
two  classes,  the  one  of  which  should  act  upon  the  body,  and  the  other 
upon  the  soul.  He  thought  that  these  two  kinds  of  medicine  should 
be  combined  in  a  prescription,  in  order  to  supplement  each  other. 

His  method  making  some  noise  in  Cologne,  and  Dr.  ^gidi,  then 
at  Dusseldorf,  having  in  vain  endeavored  to  discover  the  essential 
secret  of  its  novelty,  the  latter  induced  me  to  endeavor  to  find  it  out. 
I  succeeded  in  doing  so.  Although  the  idea  of  Dr.  Stoll  was  utterly 
devoid  of  foundation,  it  nevertheless  induced  us  to  make  experiments 
in  another  way,  namely,  that  above  recited,  but  which,  as  I  said  before, 
was  utterly  rejected  long,  long  ago. 

You  will  see  by  the  AUge^neine  HonuBopathiscke  Zeitung  that  Mr. 
Lutze  offers  to  sell  his  establishment  at   Coethen  and  move  to  Gotha. 

^-  #  #  #  #  w  4f 

(Signed),  Yours  very  sincerely, 

C.  VON   BcENNINGHATJSEN. 

It  thus  appears,  even  from  Hahnemann- s  own  letter  to  JBgidi, 
which  is  the  only  authority  Lutze  had,  in  1^60,  for  claiming  Hahne- 
mann's approval  of  this  practice,  that  Hahnemann  only  promised  to 
"  take  the  first  opportunity  of  making  a  trial,"  and  although  he  sub" 
sequently  spoke  of  a  purpose  to  allude  to  the  subject  in  his  Organon) 
he  nowhere  states  that  he  did  make  successful  trials.  But  he  does 
state  that  he  "  would  not  reject  anything  good  from  mere  prejudice.'* 
From  the  fact,  then,  that  he  did  reject  this  method,  and  that  he  con- 
cluded not  even  to  allude  to  it  in  the  Organon,  we  are  forced  to  the 
conviction  that  he  did  not  regard  it  as  "  anything  good." 

Moreover,  ^gidi,  its  reputed  author,  and  Boenninghausen,  who  is 
alleged  to  have  favored  it,  are  most  emphatic  in  its  reprobation. 

The  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  having  care- 
fully considered  the  subject,  has  issued  the  fbllowing  Protest : 
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A  Protest. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Homoepathie 
Medical  College  of  Pennsjlvania,  the  following  Preamble  and  Reso- 
lutions were  discussed  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

WhereaSy  A  book,  purporting  to  be  the  sixth  edition  of  Hahne- 
mann's  Organon  has  been  published  at  Cpethen,  Germany  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  representatives  of  Honjceopathic  Journalism  in 
Germany  have  issued  their  earnest  protest  against  this  unwarranted 
sixth  edition  of  said  work  and  have  pronounced  and  declared  it  to  be 
mutilated  and  perverted,  in  that  the  paragraphs  numbered  272 — 274 
in  the  fifth  edition  of  said  work,  treating  on  the  simplicity  of  the  rem- 
edy to  be  administered,  have  been  omitted  and  spurious  and  false  ones 
have  been  inserted  in  their  place,  recommending  double  and  triple 
mixtures  : 

Resolved,  That  we  fully  endorse  the  Protest  published  in  Vol. 
70,  No.  16  of  the  AUgemeine  HonKBpathische  Zeitung. 

Resolved,  That  we  protest  against  the  introduction  of  any  trans- 
lation into  English  of  any  spurious  and  false  edition,  as  a  standard 
work  of  Homoeopathy. 

^Resolved,  That  we  call  the  attention  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  at  its  next  meeting  on  the  Qth  proximo,  and  of  all  other 
State  and  County  Homoeopathic  Societies  to  the  above  Protest ;  and 
that  we  solicit  their  co-operation  in  endeavoring  to  protect  our  science 
from  perversion  by  false  and  spurious  interpolations  into  its  standard 
literature. 

Resolved,  That  we  request  this,  our  protest  against  said  book,  to 
be  published  in  all  the  American,  British,  German,  and  other  homoeo- 
pathic journals,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the 
State  and  County  Homoeopathic  Societies  in  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  affixed  our  signatures, 
this  twentieth  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1865. 

CoNSTANTiNE  Herino,  M.  J).,Prof.  of  Inst.  andPrac.;  Adolphus 
LippE,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica ;  H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.-  D., 
I*^9f'  ^  Obstetrics  ;  Charles  G.  Raue,  M.  D.,  Prof  of  Pathology  ; 
George  R.  Starke y,  M.  D.,  Prof  of  Surgery  ;  Pusey  Wilson,  M. 
D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  ;  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  M.  D.,  Prof  of  Physiology. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  your  memorialist  prays  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homoeopathy  and  all  homoeopathic  societies,  as  well  as  the 
homoeopathic  press,  to  give  the  weight  of  their  name  and  authority  in 
behalf  of  the  purity* of  our  doctrine  and  literature  by  joining  in  the 
unanimous  protests  of  the  German  Homoeopathic  Press,  of  distin- 
guished German  physicians  and  of  our  oldest  American  Homoeopathic 
College,  against  this  unauthorized,  alleged  sixth  edition  of  Hahne- 
mann's Organon,  by  Mr.  Arthur  Lutze,  of  Coethen. 

Neuo  York,  June  1st,  1865.  Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D. 

Appendix. — The  following  doooments  from  the  AUg,  Horn,  Zeitung, 
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70,  18,  May  Ist.,  1866,  were  receiveii  too  late  to  be  incorporated  in 
the  above  memorial.  D. 

The  Societj  of  the  HomoBopathic  Physicians  of  Austria  for  Physi- 
ological Drug-Provings,  haying  received  at  its  general  meeting  in 
Vienna,  April  10th,  1865,  the  protest  [of  the  German  Homoeopathic 
Press]  against  the  sixth  edition  of  Hahnemann's  Organon,  undertaken 
by  Dr.  Lutze,  of  Coethen,  has  carefully  weighed  its  purport  and  has 
adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"  That  the  said  Society  fully  agrees  in  the  above-mentioned  protest, 
and  that  it  authorizes  its  two  representatives,  viz  :  the  President,  Dr. 
Ph.  Ant.  Watzke,  and  the  Editor,  Dr.  Martin  Eidherr,  to  sign  the 
same  in  the  name  of  the  Society  " 

(Signed)  The  Society  of  Austrian  HomcBopaihic  Physicians 

for  Drug'Provings. 

Dr.  Ph.  Ant.  Watzke,  President, 

Dr.  Martir  Eidherr,  First  Editor. 

» 

The  undersigned  [Hungarian  Homoeopathic  Physicians]  give  our 
unqualified  adhesion  to  the  protest  against  the  sixth  edition  of  Hahne- 
mann's Orgawm  issued  by  Mr.  Lutze,  of  Coethen. 

Dr.  Argenti,  Dr.  Paul  v.  Balooh,      Dr.  T.  Bakodt, 

Dr.  Hausehann,      Dr.  T.  v.  Balooh,  Dr.  A.  v.  Szontagh, 

Dr.  M.  Szent  Kiralyi. 

Pesth,  April  2Qth,  1865. 

Letter  from  Madame  Hahnemann  to  the  Editor  of  the 
Allgemeine  Homobopathische  Zeituno. — Most  Honored  Doctor: 
To  my  extreme  surprise  I  learn  from  No.  14  of  the  AUg,  Horn.  Zeitung, 
of  April  3d,  1865,  that  Dr.  Lutze,  of  Coethen,  and  Dr.  Suss,  of  Lon- 
don, announce  the  publication  of  a  sixth,  much  improved  and  enlarged 
edition  of  the  Qrganon  of  Hahnemann. 

No  one,  save  myeelf,  has  the  right  to  publish  the  sixth  edition  of 
the  Organon  ;  I  alone  possess  the  manuscript  of  this  importont  work, 
written  by  my  husbahd's  own  hand;  to  me,  alone  and  exclusively, 
were  confided  the  improvements  which  the  author  made  in  the  Or- 
ganon. 

Dr.  Lutze  both  never  saw  Hahnemann  and  never  stood  in  any  con- 
nection with  him. 

Dr.  Suss,  of  London,  saw  Hahnemann  twice ;  first  as  a  child,  six 
years  old,  and  subsequently,  when  a  student  in  Leipsic,  at  the  eve  of 
my  husband's  death ;  it  is  therefore  impossible  that  he  could  have 
received  from  him  anything  new  in  relation  to  Homoeopathy. 

Now,  when  others  give  out  that  they  know  something  new,  when 
they  would  make,  as  it  were,  a  romance  out  of  our  sacred  Organofi, 
now  is  the  time  to  publish  the  genuine  and  true  Qrganon,  and  I  will 
give  it  to  the  press. 

As  we  may  not  alter,  omit  nor  add  anything  to  the  Holy  Gospel 
nor  the  other  Holy  Scriptures,  so  neither  may  we  presume  to  make 
«aj  change  in  tibie  Organon,  the  codex  of  human  health ;  it  must 
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remaiu  as  its  author  created  it;  and  it  must  appear  only  in  its  pure^ 
unadulterated  truth  and  genuineness. 

I  earnestly  entreat  you,  respected  Sir,  to  allow  this  letter  to  appear 
in  the  next  number  of  the  Allg,  Hon.  Zeitung,  just  as  it  is,  without 
any  alteration. 

Your  adherence  to  the  true  principles  of  our  beneficent  science, 
and  your  sense  of  justice  will  assuredly  guarantee  me  this  favor,  for 
which  I  already  thank  you  beforehand,  in  my  own  name  and  in  the 
name  of  the  true  disciples  of  Hahnemann. 

Receive,  most  esteemed  Doctor,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distin- 
gnished  consideration. 
(Signed) 

M.  Hahnemann,  54  faubourg  St.  Honore,  Paris. 


For  Amencan  Homoeopathic  Obeerrer. 

MXTLTX71SC   E   PABVO. 


It  is  very  amusing,  as  well  as  instructive,  to  attend  a  literary,  sci- 
entific, or  religious  convention,  where  men  are  forced  together  in  close 
mental  contact.  It  constitutes  a  sort  of  market  to  which  the  partici- 
pants bring  their  wares,  and  offer  them^  as  it  were,  for  sale.  And  as 
in  a  commercial  market,  so  here,  the  quality,  character,  value,  and 
display  of  the  goods  present  a  very  wide  contrast.  A  recent  attend- 
ance on  several  medical  conventions  has  given  me  ample  opportunity 
to  study  the  phases  of  the  market,  and  I  have  been  struck  by  no  one 
thought  more  than  this,  How  much  some  men  can  make  out  of  a  small 
capital.  The  market  is  no  sooner  declared  open,  by  the  presiding 
officer,  than  one  or  two  industrious  fellows  begin  a  gaudy  display  of 
their  wares.  Their  whole  front  is  overhung  by  a  few  showy  articles, 
and  they  lose  no  opportunity  in  calling  the  attention  of  all  persons 
present  to  their  very  extraordinary  goods.  And  if  you  happen  to 
meet  them,  subsequently,  at  some  other  convention,  identically  die 
same  wares  are  put  out  for  exhibition.  A  few  more  samples  of  the 
same  sort  is  still  their  cry.  For  illustration,  two  or  three  good  surgi- 
cfJ  cases  are  sometimes  capital  enough  for  a  whole  season.  The  pro 
prietor  only  needs  to  get  up  a  few  cheap  cuts,  or  have  prepared  some 
morbid  specimens  of  anatomy,  to  be  carried  around,  and  when  they 
are  duly  exhibited,  with  eloquent  and  learned  words,  the  scene  is 
highly  impressive^  and  succeeds  in  making  the  '*  country  doctors  "  in 
convention  stare  in  earnest.  But  when  you  have  met  these  savans  in 
three  or  four  conventions  in  one  season,  and  heard  them  rehearse  the 
same  story,  and  display  the  same  specimens,  you  will  understand  the 
secret  of  making  much  out  of  a  little. 

But  these  industrious  tradesmen  go  still  further.    Having  gone 


AMERICAN   HOMOaOPATHIC   OBSERVBa.  287 

the  rounds  of  the  medioal  societies,  they  forthwith  conuuit  the  whole 
thing  '  to  print ;  and  their  ambition  is  not  sated  until  .the  pages  of 
three  or  four  different  journals  are  graced  with  their  pet  story.  Now 
if  one  attends  all  the  conventions, — and  there  are  very  few  physicians 
that  do  cither — they  will  see  iVito  the  mystery  of  multum  e  parvo. 
But  to  the  many  who  attend  but  one,  or  no  convention,  and  take  but 
one  journal,  it  seems  a  marvel  indeed  how  one  head  can  contain  so 
much. 

I  hope  it  will  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  explaining  and 
not  condemning  the  process.  To  be  naturally  endowed  with  a  limited 
ataount  of  mental  capital  is  no  shame  to  any  one,  but  to  make  that 
limited  capital  vastly  more  productive  than  the  larger  and  unemployed 
possessions  of  other  men,  is  certainly  praiseworthy.  If,  however,  any 
object  to  the  method  here  described,  the  objection  is  perhaps  worthy 
of  consideration.  It  is  far  from  being  desirable,  to  see  in  such  con- 
ventions, men  of  age  and  experience,  whose  hpads  are  full  of  rich 
thoughts,  and  who  seldom  give  utterance  to  an  idea  more  than  once, 
sitting  quietly  and  unemployed,  because  overawed  and  silenced  by 
young  men  whose  talkative  and  demonstrative  manner  admit  of  no 
conpetition. 

But  still,  one  can't  help  admiring  the  readiness  and  ease  with 
which  a  few  gifted  souls  eke  out  their  scanty  material  into  such  a  form 
that  surface  and  sound  make  full  amends  for  lack  of  depth  and  wis- 
dom. It  requires  a  marvelous  amount  of  industry  and  energy,  worthy 
of  all  imitation^  to  accomplish  what  is  here  not  inappropriately  termed 
mtdttim  e  parvo.  W. 


For  the  American  HonuBopatbic  Obeerver. 

U7B   INSUBAirOB  OOMFANIES. 


BY  C.  T.  AABBU,   X.   D. 


In  the  last  No.  of  the  Observer  I  noticed  a  movement  in  the  right 
direction,  by  the  officers  of  the  **  London  Life  Assurance  Company/', 
And  every  *'  live  "  Homceopathie  Physician  will  testify  to  the  fact  that 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  economy  and  simple  justice  for  every  suoh 
Company  to  fix  a  lower  rate  of  premium  for  persons  treated  by  the 
Homoeopathic  system.  We  know  the  rate  of  mortality  is  fSur  less  with 
persons  so  treated,  and  yet  many  if  not  all  of  our  organized  Compa- 
nies refuse  to  appoint  Homoeopathic  practitioners  as  examining  physi- 
cians for  said  Companies. 

Not  long  since  a  gentleman  of  our  village  was  solicited  to  become 
^  agent  for  a  Company  (I  think  the  "  Charted  Oak").    He  consented, 
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proTided  he  oould  have  a  Homcedpathio  practitioner  as  Ezaming  Phj- 
sician.  The  answer  was,  *'  Our  Company  do  not  emplot/  Homoujpaths 
as  Examining  Physicians.  I  do  not  doubt  the  ability  of  such  Physi- 
cians, but  such  is  the  decision  of  our  Company."  The  gentleman 
beng  a  true  Homoeopath,  declined  the  appointment. 

And  now,  Mr.  tlditor,  are  we  to  lie  under  this  ostracism  while  our 
friends  pay  high  rates  of  premium  for  Allopathic  mortalittf?  Can 
you,  sir,  tell  us  of  any  Company  not  thus  under  the  control  of  Allo- 
pathic prejudice  and  ruled  by  Allopathic  physicians  ?  What  say  you 
and  your  readers  to  a  Company  organized  by  Homoeopaths,  with  Ho- 
moeopathic officers  and  with  rates  of  premium  adapted  to  Homceopathic 
tables  of  mortality,  with  higher  grades  for  others  ?  A  Company  thus 
organized  would  be,  if  successful,  a  strong  and  truthful  argument  for 
the  superiority  of  Homoeopathic  over  the  Allopathic  practice  of  medi- 
cine.   Let  us  have  such  a  Company.     What  say  you  ? 

[The  Mutual  Benefit  Insurance  Co.,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  the 
United  States  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  N.  Y.  City,  both  employ  Homoo- 
opathic  physicians  as  examiners,  and  we  believe  many  other  Compa- 
nies do  the  same.] 


For  th^  American  Homosopathio  ObserTer. 

Another  Ereak  of  Nature. 


BY  T.  C.  FANNING,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Williams*  report  of  a  "  freak  of  nature,*'  reminds  me  of  a 
similar  case,  which  I  saw  while  in  college. 

Dr.  MoTT,  in  his  regular  course  of  lectures,  was  about  to  illustrate 
his  famous  operation,  ligation  of  the  innominata.  He  had  made  the 
usual  incisions  and  was  feeling  for  the  artery,  when  he  stopped,  rather 
perplexed,  and  after  announcing  to  the  class  that  some  abnormal  dis- 
tribution of  the  arteries  prevented  the  illustration  of  the  operation  in 
that  subject,  he  proceeded  to  some  other  illustration.  Subsequent 
dissection  showed  that  the  heart,  in  that  person,  was  on  the  right  side 
of  the  thorax,  and  I  think  the  innominata  was  found  on  the  '  left  side. 
The  thorax,  with  the  heart  and  vessels  in  situ,  was  preserved  and  set 
up  in  Dr.  Mott*s  portion  of  the  College  Museum,  where  I  presume  it 
may  still  be  seen.  The  College  to  which  I  refer  is  the  New  York 
University,  Medical  Department. 


Wanted,  at  Winchester,  Ills.,  a  good  Homoeopathic  Physician. 
For  particulars,  address  Ja^.  Cheseldine,  Winchester,  Ills.,  or  Dr. 
S.  A.  Merrsll,  Independence,  Mo. 


mtitt  tf  ^Mtint 


» »4 


NOTES    FROK    PBACTIOB. 


BT  WM.  H.  BOLCOMBE,  M  D.,  NKW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Sciatica. — I  was  called  to  a  middle-aged  woman,  who  had  been 
treated  for  sciatica  by  two  of  the  most  distinguished  Allopathic  phy- 
sicians of  New  Orleans.  She  had  been  bed-ridden  for  three  months. 
She  had  never  experienced  any  relief  except  a  temporary  suspension 
of  pain  after  the  sub-cutaneous  injection  of  Morphine.  Mercury, 
Iodine,  Potash,  Colchicum,  Quinine,  tonics,  blistering,  &c.,  had  been 
exhaustively  employed.  The  pains  seemed  to  start  from  around  the 
left  hip-joint,  and  extended  from  the  thigh  into  the  foot  in  violent  par- 
oxysms. These  paroxyuns  are  always  excited  by  attempting  to  sit  up 
in  the  bed.  She  could  not  assume  that  position  a  moment  without  her 
thigh  bone  ''  cooking  up,"  as  she  expressed  it,  with  a  jerk  and  darting 
pain  of  indescribable  agony.  She  complained  very  much  of  a  sense 
of  swelling  almost  to  bursting  in  the  leg  and  foot.  The  limb  was 
constantly  cold  and  blue>  notwithstanding  the  stimulating  liniments 
which  had  been  used,  and  the  flannel  bandages  in  which  it  was  con- 
tinually enveloped.  I  removed  all  these,  and  made  use  of  no  exter- 
nal applications.  I  gave  her  Colocynth  and  AhuS'toXk,  left  centesimal 
dilution,  about  one  drop  at  a  dose,  alternately  every  two  hours,  only 
in  the  day-time.  In  two  days  she  was  vastly  better.  I  continued  the 
same  medicines  at  intervals  of  four  hours.  I  gave  nothing  else  what- 
ever, and  in  two  weeks  she  was  perfectly  well,  attending  personally  to 
all  her  household  affairs.  It  has  been  four  months,  and  there  has 
been  no  indication  of  a  relapse.  That  looks  something  like  a  reliable 
cure. 

Chronic  Ulceration  of  the  Bowels. — ^A  lady,  aged  about  fifty, 
had  been  affected  for  six  months  with  painful  diarrhoea,  attended  by 
progressive  emaciation,  prostration,  &c.;  the  stools  being  always 
mixed  with  purulent  matter,  and  sometimes  with  blood.     There  were 
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from  six  to  ten  evacuations  in  the  twenty-four  hours — several  of  them 
generally  consisting  of  nearly  a  teaspoonful  of  mucus  and  pus.  Some- 
times a  thick  coating  of  purulent  matter  surrounded  the  rolls  or  lumps 
of  semi-solid  faeces.  There  was  great  tenesmus,  nervous  palpitation 
of  the  heart,  and  mental  depression.  I  treated  her  for  two  months 
with  but  little  result,  save  the  relief  of  the  tenesmus  and  a  slight 
diminution  in  the  frequency  of  the  stools.  Amongst  the  remedies 
tried  were :  Mercurius,  in  different  forms,  Arsenic,  Sulphur,  Oolo- 
oynth.  Aloes,  Podophyllin,  Leptandrin,  and  Injections  of  opiated  solu- 
tions of  zinc  and  copper.  I  studied  out  the  case  afresh,  and  deter- 
mined to  give  Graphites,  Recollecting  also  that  Cod-Liver  OH  is  an 
admirable  application  for  external  ulcers,  and  seemed  called  for  as  a 
nutrient  by  the  anaamic  and  cachectic  state  of  the  patient,  I  concluded 
to  prescribe  one  grain  of  Graphites ^  1st  centesimal '  trituration,  three 
times  a  day,  in  a  teaspoonful  of  God-Liver  Oil,  The  patient  began  to 
improve  in  a  few  days,  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  month  was  perfectly 
well ;  had  fattened  considerably,  stools  healthy,  and  rather  constipated 
than  otherwise.  Three  months  have  passed  away  and  there  has  been 
no  reli^se.     I  am  confident  this  prescription  is  worth  recoHecting. 

A  curious  fact  in  the  history  of  this  case'  should  be  recorded. 
The  lady  was  -vaccinated  with  bad  virus  about  a  year  ago,  had  a  horri- 
ble arm,  aiid  afterwards  a  large  abscess  on  the  right  side  of  the  body 
below  the  mamma,  which  discharged  profusely.  It  was  cared  hastily 
by  styptic  injections,  and  the  morbid  condition  of  the  bowels  developed 
itself  soon  afterwards. 

Incipient  Paralysis. — Without  entering  into  the  symptomatology 
or  diagnosis  of  these  very  complicated  and  obscure  diseases,  I  will 
state  the  broad  outlines  of  three  cases  of  paralytic  disease,  all  of  which 
have  been  considerably  benefitted  by  the  same  treatment : 

Case  1. — Young  lady,  about  twenty -five,  bed-ridden  for  three 
years,  with  uterine  tumor  and  diflScult  menstruation ;  subject  to  vio- 
lent congestive  headaches,  always  with  cold  skin,  imperfect  digestion, 
and  frequent  dribbling  of  urine.  No  stool  without  enemas.  Inability 
to  stand  or  use  the  lower  limbs ;  great  weakness  in  the  use  of  her 
arms ;  unable  to  rise  up  in  bed  or  to  keep  the  sitting  posture  unsup- 
ported. Platina,  Sepia,  Glonoine,  Kalmia,^'Coffee,  and  some  other 
remedies  were  occasionally  interposed  for  the  headache  and  menstrual 
difficulties,  but  the  steady  treatment  for  the  paralytic  symptoms  was 
one  grain  of  Argentum-nitricum  2d  centesimal  trituration,  every 
morning,  and  one  grain  of  Plumbum-met.,  1st  centesimal,  every  night. 
Duration  of  treatment,  eight  months.     Result  up  to  date  :  Her  head- 
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aches  are  less  frequent  and  severe  ;  she  has  stools  with  less  difficulty, 
and  sometimes  without  using  enemas ;  there  is  rarely  any  dribbling 
of  urine ;  she  can  stand  upon  one  limb  for  some  minutes,  and  she 
moves  herself  with  more  ease  in  bed,  being  able  to  sit  up  an  hour  or 
two  at  a  time  without  trouble. 

Case  2. — Married  lady,  aged  thirty.  Had  not  left  her  room,  and 
rarely  her  bed,  for  three  months.  Complained  of  debility,  prostration 
and  great  nervousness.  Unsteadiness  and  trembling  when  walking  ; 
powerlessness  of  the  arms  after  using  them,  as  in  writing,  sewing, 
grasping  objects,  &c.;  obstinate  constipation.  All  the  other  functions 
perfect.  Argentum-nitricum  and  Plumbum  as  above.  Duration  of 
treatment,  three  months.  Present  condition  much  improved.  She 
moves  about  her  house  with  ease,  and  takes  daily  rides  about  the  city 
in  the  street  cars.  Bowels  less  constipated;  arms  stronger ;- lower 
limbs  firmer  in  their  gait,  and  the  whole  system,  physical  and  psycjio- 
logical,  evidently  improved. 

Case  3. — Married  lady,  aged  fifty,  past  the  climacteric  period, 
treatment  with  general  paralysis,  symptoms  progressive  for  the  last 
three  years.  Staggering  gait  when  attempting  to  walk,  especially  with 
inability  to  lift  the  feet.  Obstinate,  at  times  almost  insuperable  con- 
stipation. Extreme  weakness  of  the  arms ;  difficult  deglutition,  espe- 
cially of  water  or  liquids.  "Vyant  of  eommand  over  the  voice,  some- 
times amounting  to  aphonia.  Intense  mental  dejection.  Allopathic 
tonics,  frictions,  baths,  galvanism,  &c.,  had  all  been  used  without 
effect.  Gave  her  Argentum-nit.  and  Plumbum,  as  in  the  other  cases. 
Duration  of  treatment,  three  months.  Present  state  better — difficulty 
of  deglutition  almost  entirely  disappeared ;  voice  improved  in 
strength ;  bowels  less  constipated;  mind  more  cheerful,  She  walks 
ten  or  twelve  squares  every  day,  attends  church,  lifts  her  feet  fairly 
and  easily,  although  she  is  still  very  easily  fatigued  or  depressed,  and 
totters  or  staggers  when  she  attempts  to  move  faster.  Before  the  par- 
alytic symptoms  came  on,  she  was  subject  to  terrible  neuralgic  head- 
aches. She  has  not  had  the  least  pain  in  the  head  until  within  the 
last  month,  since  which  time  a  few  fugitive  stitches  remind  her  almost 
daily  of  her  old  complaints. 

In  this  entire  class  of  cases  I  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  tonics, 
chalybeates,  strychnine,  electricity,  or  hydropathy.  The  grand  metal- 
lic nervines,  Aurum,  Argentum,  Plumbum,  and  Zincum,  are  my  chief 
dependence.  Admissible  adjuvants  in  certain  cases  are,  the  internal 
administration  of  Cod-liver  Oil,  and  frictions  with  a  liniment  composed 
of  equal  parts  of  the  tinctures  of  Aconite  and  Cimicifuga-racemosa 
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Is  THERE  ANYTHING  IN  Lachesis  30th  ? — One  of  the  most  intel- 
ligent ,  homoeopathists  I  have  ever  known  had  a  great  contempt  for 
Chamomilla,  Pulsatilla,  and  Veratnim,  which  he  declared  were  totally 
valueless.  I  think  they  proved  so  in  his  practice,  hecause  he  gave 
them  in  live  and  ten  drop  doses  of  the  mother  tinctures.  Lachesis, 
however,  he  denounced  as  a  humbug,  a  farce,  a  perfect  myth.  He 
chuckled  at  the  idea  of  there  being  anything  in  Lachesis  30th,  with 
an  incredulity  which  could  have  given  Prof.  Simpson,  of  Edinburg,  a 
lofty  opinion  of  his  rational  faculties.  Well,  try  all  things;  hold  fast 
to  the  good. 

A  lady,  about  the  change  ot  life,  principal  of  a  large  public  school, 
exhausted  with  study,  business,  and  domestic  troubles  of  all  kinds, 
applied  to  me  for  something  to  quiet  her  system  at  night.  She  declared 
she  had  not  had  half  a  night's  rest  for  six  weeks.  Feeling  of  intense 
weariness,  worse  in  the  morning ;  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  throb- 
bing sensations  in  different  parts  of  the  body ;  confused  thoughts ; 
jactitation  all  night,  with  extreme  nervousness,  were  her  chief  com- 
plaints. She  was  tall,  thin,  very  sallow,  coarse  and  dark-skinned, 
melancholy,  irascible,  of  strong  character  and  profound  religious  con- 
victions. There  was  a  metallic  ring  about  the  heart,  and  a  jerking 
feel  about  the  arteries.  The  animal  sphere  of  her  life  appeared 
flagged  from  exhausted  excitibility  and  the  vegetative  sphere  torpid, 
I  gave  her  Lachesis  80th,  one  drop  on  sugar,  every  night  on  going  to 
bed.  She  took  nothing  else  ;  she  did  not  know  what  she  was  taking; 
I  directed  no  change  in  her  diet ;  there  was  none  in  her  habits,  for 
she  continued  her  school  as  usual.  She  took  the  medicine  for  twelve 
nights.  She  declared  herself  astonishingly  relieved,  said  she  rested 
well,  and  felt  better  generally  than  she  had  for  months.  That  was 
three  months  ago,  and  she  has  made  no  complaint  since.  Was  it  a 
coincidence  ?     Is  Lachesis  30th,  anything  ? 

Extermination  of  Warts. — A  gentleman  brought  me  his  little 
daughter,  aged  twelve  years,  whose  hands  were  frightfully  studded 
with  warts.  They  had  been  repeatedly  pared  down  close  to  the  cuti- 
cle, and  the  base  cauterized  severely  ;  but  they  always  returned,  and 
as  he  said  seemed  larger  than  ever.  The  best  application  to  these 
excrescences  is  a  mixture  of  Nitric-acid  and  Arsenious-acid,  ten  grains 
of  the  latter  to  one  drachm  of  the  former.  I  pared  off  the  warts,  not 
so  close  as  to  bring  blood,  or  even  to  pain  the  nerves,  and  put  a  drop 
of  the  liquid  on  the  fresh  service — treating  two  or  three  of  the  warts 
in  this  manner  every  day.  At  the  same  time  I  gave  her  two  or  three 
grains  of  the  carbonate  of  Magnesia,  three  times  a  day,  for  a  month. 
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The  warts  all  disappeared,  the  skin  becoming  as  fresh  and  as  smooth 
as  ever.  That -was  two  years  ago,  and  they  have  not  returned.  I 
was  led  to  give  the  carbonate  of  Magnesia  by  the  following  extract 
from  the  "  Epitome  of  Braithwaite,**  Vol.  II.,  page  840 : 

"  In  the  case  of  a  girl  affected  with  gastralgia,  whose  hands  were 
covered  with  warts.  Dr.  'Lambert  gave  carbonate  of  Magnesia.  Two 
months  after,  though  the  stomach  affection  was  unaltered,  the  warts 
had  disappeared.  In  another  case,  the  same  dose,  a  teaspoonful  night 
and  morning,  produced  a  similar  effect  in  ^re  weeks." 

Obstinate  Headache  from  a  Decayed  Tooth.— I  treated  a 
young  gentleman,  last  winter,  for  a  terrible  pain  through  the  right 
temple,  constant,  but  worse  at  night— ^nearly  making  him  crazy.  I 
exhausted  my  resources  and  his  patience,  after  a  month's  trial  on  my 
part  and  suffering  on  his.  In  despair,  I  told  him  to  have  the  upper 
back  jaw  tooth  pulled.  It  was  decayed,  but  not  aching.  In  two 
hours  after  the  tooth  was  extracted  the  pain  ceased  and  has  never 
returned.  Was  the  true  cause  removed,  or  did  the  shock  of  the  ope- 
ration cure  the  disease  ? 

Small-Pox  Treated  by  VskATRUM  Viride  and  Maorotin.-— 
Small-pox  I  have  always  regarded  as  a  self-limited  disease,  running  a 
specific  course,  and  very  slightly  modified  by  medicinal  measures.  I 
passed  through  a  dreadful  epidemic  of  it  at  Natchez,  in  1863,  and 
have  seen  a  good  many  cases  in  this  city  in  the  last  six  months. 
Tartar-emetic,  Caustioum,  Crotoif^g.,  Mercurius-corrosivus,  Thuja, 
and  Yariolin,  have  been  my  main-stays,  and  I  have  had  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  my  treatment,  the  mortality  being  very  siball ;. 
still  the  natural  history  and  course  of  the  disease  has  been  pretty 
much  that  described  in  the  books  tor  the  last  hundred  years.  Lately 
I  noticed  that  Dr.  Wilkinson,  of  London,  had  gireat  confidence  in 
Veratruni'Viride  for  small -pox  ;  and  remembering  that  Dr.  Hill  in  his 
Epitome,  and  Dr.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  had  recommended  Macroim  in 
the  warmest  manner,  I  determined  to  alternate  the  two.  I  began  on 
a  very  severe  case.  The  constitutional  symptoms  were  violent  and 
the  patient  was  thickly  peppered  with  the  eruption,  although  it  was 
not  confluent.  I  gave  Maorotin,  one-tenth  of  ^  grain,  and  Yerat.-y., 
one  drop  of  the  mother  tincture,  alternately  every  two  hours.  The 
case  went  along  very  smoothly  ;  the  vesicles  did  not  go  on  to  fiill  mat- 
uration ;  the  great  majority  of  them  flattened  rapidly,  dried,  and  fell 
off.  I  had  never  seen  so  rapid  a  cessation  of  the  disease  before,  nor 
so  prompt  a  convalescence.  I  have  pursued  the  same  treatment  in 
three  more  cases,  all  with  the  same  result.     It  will  take  a  vast  amount 
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of  evidence  to  prove  that  anything  can  abort  the  development  of  the 
variolous  poison,  but  the  above  cases  are  certainly  valuable.  Nothing 
else  whatever  was  employed,  except  bathing  some  portions  of  the 
skin  in  warm  whiskey  and  water  to  relieve  the  intolerable  itching, 
which  is  sometimes  so  distressing. 

Sanguis  Draconis — or  Dragon's  Blood. — Although  scientific 
toxicology  is  the  true  basis  of  a  philosophical  materia  medica,  empiri- 
cism is  a  valuable  handmaid  to  successful  practice.  The  late  Dr. 
Gartwright,  of  this  city,  was  a  man  of  rare  learning,  of  subtle  percep- 
tions, and  of  that  quick  imagination  without  which  there  is  no  genuine 
striBUgth  or  originality  in  any  department  of  business.  He  once  sug- 
gested to  me  a  curious  medicine,  which  I  have  found  so  valuable  for 
several  years  in  certain  cases,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  the  profession.  My  wife  had  been  suffering  for  eight 
months  with  the  terrible  chronic  diarrhoea  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 
The  disease  had  at  last  been  checked,  indeed  cured — but  she  was  in  a 
wretched,  nervous,  anaemic,  debilitated  condition.  She  was  emaciated, 
sallow,  listless,  with  no  appetite  or  strength.'  Dr.  Oartwright  told  me 
to  put  a  teaspoonful  of  pulverized  Dragon's  Blood  into  a  bottle  of 
Maderia  wine,  and  to  give  her  a  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day.  The 
effect  was  magical ;  in  two  weeks*  time  she  was  blooming  like  a  rose. 
''Dragon's  Blood,"  said  Dr.  Cartwright,  *'  has  been  laid  on  the  Allo- 
pathio  shelf  as  a  feeble  astringent,  and  it  is  sold  in  the  shops  as  a 
paint.  But  it  is  really  the  most  woilderful  and  subtle  regenerator  of 
the  blood  ever  discovered.  I  give  it  where  I  used  to  prescribe  Iron ; 
but  it  is  as  much  more  ethereal,  potent,  and  penetrating  than  iron,  as 
spirit  is  than  ffesh.  Its  power  resides  not  in  its  organic  elementft,  but 
in  its  color,  in  its  redness,  which  makes  it  a  perfect  analogue  of  }i8ema- 
tin."     Such  was  the  doctor's  enthusiastic  statement  and  quaint  theory. 

I  have  since  prescribed  Dragon's  Blood  in  scores,  perhaps  hundreds 
of  cases — ^sometimes  without  result,  but  oftener  with  the  happiest 
effect.  I  give  it  in  anaemic  and  cachectic  states  of  the  system,  during 
tardy  convalescence  from  acute  or  exhausting  diseases,  in  debilitated 
states  of  the  body  from  excessive  exertions,  protracted  discharges,  &c. 
It  almost  always  improves  the  appetite,  imparts  strength,  gives  color, 
and  what  is  singular,  it  acts  on  the  individual  sensational  and  psycho* 
logical  sphere,  in  such  a  manner,  that  even  when  there  are  few  organic 
changes  to  warrant  the  patient's  report  of  himself,  he  is  more  cheer- 
ful and  exhilarated,  and  generally  declares  that  it  is  the  grandest  tonic 
he  ever  took  in  his  life. 

Sanguis  Draconis  is  a  concrete  juice,  resinous  in  its  character, 
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from  the  calamus  draco,  a  small  palm  tree  of  the  Indian  Archipelago. 
The  form  I  have  employed  comes  in  cylindrical  rolls,  enveloped  in 
palm  leaves,  and  bound  with  narrow  strips  of  cane.  Dr.  Cart- 
wright  said  the  best  article  came  in,  little  oval  cakes— but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  it.  An  article  in  that  shape,  sold  to  me  for  pure 
Dragon's  Blood,  proved  to  be  mere  rosin,  or  'resin  of  turpentine. 
Dragon's  Blood  is  wholly  iilsoluble  in  water,  but  readily  so  in  alcohol. 
-I  have  frequently  made  use  of  the  tincture,  but  Dr.  Cartwright's  pre- 
scription, a  teaspoonful  of  the  pulverized  resin  in  a  pint  of  good 
Maderia  wine  can  be  scarcely  improved  upon. 

Permanganate  of  Potash. —  I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  my 
little  testimony  to  the  efficacy  of  a  weak  solution  of  the  Permanganate 
of  Potash  as  a  gargle  in  ulcerated,  diphtheritic,  and  scarlatinous  sore 
\  throats ;  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea  and  leucorrhoea,  as  an  applica* 
tion  to  cancerous  surfaces,  to  cutaneous  ulcers,  to  chronic  abscesses 
and  purulent  collections  and  discharges  of  all  kinds,  and  as  a  general 
disinfectant.  I  have  never  used  more  than  one  grain  to  the  ounce, 
and  less  will  often  suffice.  The  crystallized  salt  is  always  to  be  em- 
ployed.— North  American  Journal  of  HomcBopathy, 


HiBXOBBHOIDS   CUBED    BY    iBSCITLTTB   HIFPOCAfiTAinTM. 


BT  C.  H.  LEE,  M.  D. 


I  was  called,  a  few  months  ago,  to  see  a  man,  suffering  intensely 
from  haemorrhoids.  He  could  not  sit  in  a  chair,  walk»  nor  lie  on  his 
back.  The  only  way  he  was  relieved  was  by  lying  on  his  face.  The 
tumors,  three  in  number,  protruded  out  in  the  shape  of  ground  nutg,^ 
about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  of  a  blue-purple  color. 
There  were  sharp,  shooting,  cutting  pains,  through  them,  running  up 
into  the  sacrum ;  severe  aching  pain  in  the  back.  He  was  always 
troubled  with  constipation,  not  having  a  passage  from  his  bowels  from 
three  to  four  days,  for  a  few  years  back.  He  is  of  a  nervo-sanguine . 
temperament. 

I  administertd  the  crude  tincture  of  JEscultis  Hippoc.,  a  powder, 
to  be  taken  every  hour,  until  better.  On  taking  the  first  powder,  he 
exclaimed — " Oh!  Doctor,  that's  the  awfulcst  medicine  I  ever  tooL" 
After  taking  the  third  powder,  he  sent  word  that  he  felt  better.  He 
continued  taking  the  powders  every  two  hours.  In  two  days  after,  he 
was  well  and  walking  around  town.  His  bowels  since  }x&ve  become 
more  natural  and  move  every  day. 

I  had  also  another  case  with  the  same  symptoms,  only  much  worse,. 
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being  very  much  prostrated  aod  losiog  flesh.  Gkive  him  the  same 
remedy  and  he  was  cured.  In  neither  case  has  there  been  a  retnm  of 
the  complaint. 


JBSOXTLTJS    HTPPOCASTANUM    IN    H2BM0RBH0IDS. 

BT  DR.  R.  HUGHES. 


In  the  last  number  of  this  journal,  I  narrated  a  case  in  which  JES'  ^ 
cuius  had  gone  far  to  cnre  a  case  of  painful  hemorrhoids  of  many 
years*  standing.  Since  the  publication  of  the  above,  I  have  heard 
again  from  the  patient.  She  writes,  "  I  have  now  taken  the  JEsculus 
as  before,**  three  drops  of  the  2d  dilution  in  water  twice  daily,  "  for 
another  month,  and  may  fairly  call  myself  well.  I  have  no  pain ;  and 
the  protrusion  is  nothing  but  a  flabby  piece  of  skin.  '  Should  the  « 
symptoms  ever  return,  I  shall  fly  to  the  medicine,  but  I  hope  never 
to  require  it. 

The  two  following  cases  illustrate  its  efficacy  in  the  acute  form  of 
the  disease. 
>  1.  Richard  S — ,  set  20,  called  upon  ihe  one  day,  stating  that  he  had 
been  sufiferiug  from  piles  for  a  week.  The  bowels  were  rather  costive ; 
butvthere  was  no  blee^g.  His  health  is  good.  I  gave  liim  nine 
drops  of  ^sdUus  3,  in  three  ounces  of  water,  a  dessert-spoonful  to 
be  taken  three  times  a  day.  By  the  time  he  had  taken  half  the  bot- 
tle (i.  e.  in  about  thirty-six  hours)  all  symptoms  of  piles  had  vanished 
and  he  discontinued  the  medicine. 

2.  Mrs.  F — ,  aet.  60.  Years  ago  was  a  martyr  to  haDmorrhoids. 
Each  attack  would  last  from  six  to  ten  months,  during  which  time  she 
could  rarely  leave  the  recumbent  posture.  Since  adopting  homoeo- 
pathy, the  bowels  had  acted  with  much  greater  regularity,  and  the 
hsemorrhoidal  attacks  had  been  absent.  On  May  22d  I  was  called  to 
see  her.  I  found  her  in  bed,  suffering  intensely  from  several  large 
piles,  which  seemed  quite  to  block  up  the  rectum.  The  bowels  had 
been  confined  for  several  days  in. the  preceding  week;  and  on  the  20th 
the  old  hsemorrhoidal  symptoms  had  supervened,  and  were  increasing 
in  intensity.  There  was  little  or  no  bleeding.  She  anticipated  many 
weeks  of  suffering.  I  gave  her  a  drop  of  JEsctdus  3,  every  four 
hours.  Next  morning  there  was  improvement  rather  than  the  reverse. 
On  the  24th  she  was  decidedly  better.  She  said,  "Are  you  giving 
me  an  aperient?  my  bowels  are  acting  so  comfortably.**  On  the  25ih 
she  was  well  and  about  the  house  ;  and  I  took  my  leave. 

These  cases  illustrate  also  the  precise  form  of  the   disease   for 
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which  JElsculus  is  specific.  When  thjB  piles  are  only  secondary  to 
existing  portal  or  other  intra-abdominal  congestion,  it  will  probably 
be  inferior  to  Nnz  and  Sulphur.  When  they  are  associated  with 
symptoms  of  varioosis  elsewhere,  and  bleed  n^uch,  Hamamelis  will 
be  a  better  remedy.  But  when  the  only  oonneoted  symptoms  or  appre- 
ciable cause  is  constipation,  and  there  is  much  pain  but  little  bleeding, 
JSscuhi^  seems  pretty  likely  to  cure.— -^n^&  JtmmcUof  HomcRo- 
pathy. 


CtJBIOtJS  TSfCTDiJSnC. 


Mr.  Editoh  i-^The  following,  curious  inoident  lately  fell  under 
the  observation  of  a  friend : 

A  boy,  seven  years  of  age,  was  lying  in  bed,  not  long  after  the 
family  had  retired  for  the  night,  and  was  suffering  very  much  from 
spasmodic  breathing,  as  in  an  asthmatic  affection. 

A  polecat  or  skunk  having  got  under  the  house,  (they  are  very  - 
plentiful  hereabouts  in  the  country,  as  are  all  sorts  of  wild  animals 
since  the  war  has  not  permitted  them  to  be  destroyed,)  and  having 
become  excited  by  some  of  the  domestic  animals,  the  peculiar  odor 
rose  into  the  room  very  strongly,  and  completely  arrested  the  difficulty 
in  breathing,  in  a  few  seconds.  An  AllopaUiio  physician  who  was 
attending  him  at  the  time^  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  odor  was 
certainly  the  cause  of  this^  sudden  artiest  of  the  morbid  symptoms. 

Will  our  medical  brethren  please-  note. 

Yours,  S.  A.  M. 


For  the  American.  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

TRSATMXNT    01^    FELON. 


t^ 


BY   C.  EMORY  MORSE,  M.  D. 


I  have  for  the  lapt  twelve  or  fifteen  years  applied  the  following 
ointment  to  felons,  without  a  failure : 

Take  a  teaspoonfiil  of  soft  soap  and  bulk  of  a  pea  of  good  unslaeked  - 
lime.  Rub  it  to  a  salve  ;  apply  it,  with  the  head  of  a. pin,  to  the  spot 
affected.  One  application  is  almost  invariably  sufficient.  Bad  cases 
with  bad  treatment,  I  put  as  little  as  possible  over  the  open  surface, 
then  wash  with  castile  soap,  immediately  dressing  with  simple  mutton 
tallow. 
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CACTUS    GBANBIFLO&TJS. 


We  have  recently  employed  this  remedy  in  a  cas^  of  spasmodic 
affection  of  the  heart,  with  the  most  gratifying  result.  The  case  has 
been  one  of  peculiar  obstinacy,  and  the  attacks  at  times  characterixed 
by  great  Tiolence. 

On  reading  Dr.  Bubini's  pamphlet  containing  the  pathogenesis  of 
the  plant,  I  was  struck  by  a  remarkable  coincidence  of  expression. 
In  the  provings,  as  given  by  Dr.  Bubini,  we  have  this  synoiptom  :— 
**  Sensation  of  constriction  in  the  heart,  as  if  pressed  by  an  iron 
hand,**  the  very  words  employed  by  my  patient  when  I  was  first 
called. 

This  sjrmptom  determined  me  to  employ  the  Cactt€»,  when  the  next 
paroxysm  should  occur.  The  patient  was  accordingly  direeted,  when 
the  premonitory  symptoms  of  an  attack  presented  themselves,  to  put 
ten  drops  of  the  3d  dilution  in  a  half-glass  of  water,  and  take  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  fifteen  minutes,  until  relieved.  When  the  occasion 
required,  the  medicine  was  taken  as  directed.;  but  only  a  single  dose 
was  necessary — ^the  symptoms  vanished.  It  has  been  used'  a  second 
time  with  like  result.  With  the  vie^flbf  more  permanent  effect,  I  am 
now  administering  the  80th  potency  one  dose  a  week. 

RHUS    TOXIOODENDROM. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1865,  Mrs.  D.  was  confined,  about  sii^  weeks 
before  her  expected  time.  The  delivery  was  accomplished  without 
difficulty,  save  an  adherence  of  the  placenta  at  its  superior  border, 
the  detachment  and  removal  of  which  was  effected  after  a  short  delay. 
The  next  night,  the  patient^  by  imprudently  lying  in  a  draft,  with 
insufficient  clothing,  took  cold,  inducing  high  fever  and  intense  head- 
ache, which  yielded  to  Aconite  and  Pulsatilla,  30th  potency.  After 
the  subsidence  of  the  fever  and  headache,  the  patient  complained  of 
severe  aching  and  soreness  over  the  entire  body.  A  few  pellets  of 
Rhus  Toz.y  80th,  were  dissolved  in  a  glass  half  filled  with  water,  and 
a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  until  relieved.  This  was 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th.  The  next  day,  when  I  called,  the  lady 
directed  my  attention  to  a  fine,  red  rashf  which  covered  the  entire 
body-— remarking  that  it  had  appeared  after  taking  the  first  few  doses 
of  the  medicine,  and  that  all  the  '*  aching "  and  *'  soreness "  had 
/Ceased.  Was  the  eruption  due  to  the  action  of  JR^n^?  I  think  it 
was. 

BAPnSIA   TINCTORfA. 

This  remedy  has  proven  itself,  in  my  experience,  admirably  effi« 
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€ient  in  the  form  of  Dysentery,  of  which  many  cases  occur  in  the  fall, 
in  this  vicinity.  I  have  for  a  number  of  years  past  treated  this  dis- 
ease, and  uniformly  with  success,  by  the  administration  of  such  reme- 
dies as  Aconite^  Nux^oomica^  and  Mercurius  corrodvus,  with  the  lat- 
ter of  which  the  most  marked  results  have  been  obtained  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  discharges  consisted  chiefly  or  entirely  of  blood. 
Last  fall,  however,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  case  in  which  the  Merc, 
corr,  was  indicated,  but  which  failed  to  afford  any  relief.  The  pain 
was  severe,  discharges  consisting  of  blood  and  muces — slight  fever. 
Observing  in  Dr.  Hale's  "  New  Provings,"  that  cases  corresponding 
in  their  manifestations  to  the  one  before  me,  had  been  promptly  cured 
by  Dr.  Burt,  with  the  Baptisia,  I  determined  to  give  it  a  trial.  The 
action  was  very  prompt,  and  the  patient  soon  relieved.  Another  case, 
occurring  in  the  same  family  a  few  days  after,  was  relieved  by  the 
same  remedy  with  equal  promptness.  At  my  suggestion,  it  has  been 
employed  by  other  physicians,  with  like  results. — Am,  Homceopathist, 


BOLETUS     LABIGIS, 

IN  A    CASE   OP   OBSTINATE  INTERMITTENT  FEVEIt. 


BT  WM.  A^  SCOTT,  X.  O.,  OF  COVIHQTOIT,  KT. 

July  22,  1865. — Called  to  Mrs.  A.,  aged  24 ;  found  her  suffering 
with  the  usual  symptoms  of  ''Intermittent,'*  in  rather  an  aggravated 
form.  This  patient  has  been  harassed  with  this  '^  fever,"  Quinine, 
Calomel,  Opium,  and  old -school  physicians,  for  about  three  years  ; 
chills,  fever  and  sweat,  every  other  day ;  severe  thirst  in  all  the 
stages ;  a  thirst  between  the  paroxysms  ;  nothing  would  remain  on 
the  stomach ;  the  smallest  quantity  of  cold  water  would  make  her 
very  sick ;  no  appetite ;  extremely  nervous ;  soreness  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  chest,  which,  when  pressed  upon  ever  so  little,  would 
greatly  increase  the  pain  in  her  head  ;  pain  in  the  back,  and  '*  aching 
of  the  bones;"  pulse  one  hundred  and  ten;  restless,  and  slightly 
delirioas.  GaVe  her  Boletus,  Ist  trit.  dec.  scale,  one  grain  every  two 
hours. 

July  23.-^Still  thirsty  ;  doubled  the  dose. 

July  24. — A  little  bad  feeling,  but  no  chill ;  great  diminution  of 
thirst ;  could  drink  cold  water  freely ;  appetite  very  good ;  increased 
the  dose  to  about  five  grains. 

July  26. — Called  to  i^ee  Mrs.  A.  again  ;  she  came  running  in,*ex- 
claiming,  "  I'm  well.  Doctor,  I*m  well  now ;  feel  better  than  ever  I 
felt  before,  after  getting  over  the  chillsJ* 
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I  will  just  add  that  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  used  Boletus; 
and  it  produced  no  unpleasant  symptoms  in  the  case,  but  everj  thing 
about  it  seemed  to  be  curative  in  a  most  righteous  and  happy  manner. 
Other  triturations  or  tinctures  might  have  done  as  well,  bat  they 
-could  not  have  done  much  better. 

N.  B.— Although  this  substance  is  extremely  bitter,  Mrs.  A.'s 
very  irritated  stomach  never  refused  it ;  and  every  atom  that  went 
down  her  throat,  went  down  never  to  return. — American  JBomcuh 
pathUt. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathio  Observer. 

Incisions  of  Os  Uteri  in  Case  of  Premature  Labor. 


BY  FRANK  BOND,  >I.  D. 


On  the  16th  of  Dec.  I  was  called  to  see  a  Mrs.  C,  a  dark-com- 
plexioned, tall,  robust  woman,  of  about  28  years  of  age,  who  had  lived 
in  service  till  married  to  Maj.  C,  of  about  65  years  of  age  ;  who  I 
afterwards  learned  had  his  original  wife|  No.  1,  acting  as  nurse ;  she 
having  resigned  all  marital  title  to  his  lordship,  on  condition  of  sup- 
port. 

The  water,  they  said,  had  broken  two  or  three  hours  before,  but 
the  pains  were  very  slight.  Upon  enquiry,  I  learned  that  she  was 
about  five  months' enoiente.  Upon  examination,  the  womb  presented  a 
semi-cartilaginous  feeling. 

There  was  little  or  no  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri.  I  told  her  I 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  an  operation  before  she  could 
be  delivered,  and  that  I  would  call  in  another  physician. 

I  subsequently  learned,  from  another  person,  that  she  went  to 
some  female  abortionist  in  New  York  City,  who  would  not  operate  on 
her,  she  said,  for  fifty  dollars,  as  there  was  a  deformity ;  which  was 
afterwards  verified. 

Dr.  M.  being  called,  made  an  examination,  recommended  her  to 
sit  over  a  decoction  of  bitter  herbs  and  take  internally  PiUsatilla,  in 
hopes  of  bringing  on  good  labor,  and  producing  sufficient  dilatation  of 
the  OS  uteri. 

This  was  about  11,  a.  m.  At  4  o'clock,  p.  m.,  I  was  called  in,  and 
found  her  having  quite  strong  labor  pains,  but  no  change  in  the  os. 
It  did  not  exceed  a  goose  quill  in  size. 

The  Dr.  was  disposed  to  withdraw  from  the  case;  but  I  prevailed 
on  him  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  I  wound  a  blunt-pointed  bistuary  to 
within  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  of  the  point,  and  Dr.  M.  made 
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an  incision  across  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  of  about  an  inch,  but  after 
cutting  through  the  womb  proper,  we  found  a  second  membrane,  as 
thick  as  a  thick  hymen,  thrown  across  the  internal  os.  After  an  hour 
or  more  of  hard  labor,  assisted  by  about  two  ounces  of  wine  of  SeccUe, 
we  could  not  deliver  her  ;  and  I  tried  to  get  a  pair  of  placenta  foroeps, 
but  failed.  I  then  took  a  pair  of  curved  scissors  and  enlarged  the 
incision  on  the  posterior  lip  of  about  hulf  an  inch,  but  the  pains  were 
not  equal  to  the  task,  and  the  Dr.  becoming  tired  and  discouraged, 
proposed  to  relinquish  the  job  till  mortiing,  it  then  being  about  8  p. 
M.  I  told  him  that  would  not  do,  and  made  up  my  mind  to  finish  the 
case.  I  succeeded  in  working  my  index  finger  through  the  skull  to 
the  base  of  the  brain,  and  by  hard  work  succeeded  in  delivering  her 
of  a  five-months'  male  fo&tus  and  the  placenta.  She  was  bandaged, 
and  given  a  solution  of  Arnica  to  take  once  in  two  hours.  She  made 
as  quick  and  complete  a  recovery  as  I  have  often  met  with. 

We  had  the  benefit  of  the  experience  for  our  remuneration.     The 
husband  is  dead  and  the  patient  well. 


For  American  Homoeopathic  ObserTcr. 
AN    X7NTJSUAL    CASE    OF    ABORTION. 


BT  £.  X.  HALS,  M.  D.,  CBICAOO,  ILLS. 


A  case  of  Abortion  recently  occurred  in  my  practice,  of  such  unu- 
sual character,  and  attended  witl^  so  few  symptoms  of  a  distressing 
and  dangerous  nature,  that  it  may  be  worth  reporting. 

The  patient  was  a  married  woman,  17  years  of  age,  pregnant  with 
her  first  child.  She  was  five  iponths  advanced  in  pregnancy.  Her 
temperament  was  lymphatic-sanguine.  Has  not  been  very  healthy 
until  her  marriage,  which  occurred  about  a  year  since. 

I  was  called  in  the  evening,  about  10  o'clock.  Was  informed  by 
her  mother  that  a  proper  discharge  of  *'  water ''  had  taken  place  about 
4  p.  M.,  since  which  time  her  pains  had  occurred  about  every  half  hour 
up  to  8  o'clock,  and,  during  the  last  two  hours,  about  every  fifteen 
minutes.  Upon  examination  I  found  the  os  dilated  to  about  the  size 
of  a  half-dollar  piece,  the  pains  pressing  the  head  forcibly  against  the 
still  rigid  edge.  Gave  five  drops  of  Gelseminum  -rVth,  every  fifteen 
minutes.  In  half  an  hour  found  the  head  engaged  in  the  os.  A  few 
pains  sufficed  to  expel  the  head  from  its  position,  and  with  three  or 
four  expulsive  efforts,  the  body  of  the  child  was  born.  It  was  living, 
and  survived  the  cutting  of  the  cord  about  twenty  minutes.  It 
answered  perfectly  the  description  of  a  five  months*  foetus.    I  expected 
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trouble  with  the  placenta,  bat  to  mj  surprise  it  came  away  with  a 
single  expulsive  effort,  an4  in  less  than  two  minutes  after  the  birth  of 
the  foetus. 

The  strangest  feature  of  the  case,  however,  was  the  fact  that  at  no 
time,  either  before,  during  or  after  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  did  the 
woman  lose  more  than  a  few  drops  of  blood !  There  was  scarce  a 
stain  on  my  hand,  and  none  perceptible  on  the  linen  about  her! 

I  am  aware  that  premature  labor  after  the  fourth  month  is  noted 
for  the  infrequency  of  haemorrhage.  I  have  attended  several  cases, 
but  the  loss  of  blood  in  each  case  atnounted  to  several  ounces. 

.'Dr.  Bodge  says, ''  After  the  fourth  month,  no  haemorxhage  ensues, 
from  the.  detachment  of  the  deoidua;  but  it  occurs  only  when  the  pla- 
centa is  sepiiirated,  partially  or  completely,  which  is  comparatively  a  rare 
accident."* .  I  have  made  inquiry  of  my  colleagues,  and  they  mention 
a  loss  of  several  ounces  in  each  case  of  abortion,  after  the  fourth 
month.  The  lochia  in  this  case  was  colorless,  and  lasted  nearly  a 
week.  The  same  pain  which  expelled  the  child  from  the  uterus,  must 
have  separated  and  expelled  the  placenta,  and  at  once  closed  up  the 
uterine  placental  vessels. 


»  ♦  ■* 


tniiiup. 


BOLETUS    liABICIS    EUBOPiE. 


BY  WM.  H.  BUHT,   M.  D.,   OF  LYONS,    IOWA. 


The  proving  was  made  with  the  3d  trituration,  and  the  crude  arti- 
cle. 

Fever. — 1.  Chilliness  along  the  spine,  with  frequent  hot  flashes  of 
fever. 

2.  Fever  all  one  afternoon  and  night. 

3.  Pulse  100,  soft  and  full. 

4.  Skin  ho^  and  dry,  especially  the  palms  of  the  hands. 

6.  Awoke  at  midnight,  two  different  nights,  in   a  profuse  perspi- 
ration. 

6.  Disposition  to  yawn  and  stretch  when  chilly. 

7.  Great  restlessness  after  midnight. 

8.  Very  weak  and  languid. 

9«  Great  faintness  at  the  epigastrium. 
10.  (Jreat  aching  distress  in  all  of  the  joints. 

*  "  Obstetrics,". page  471 . 
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11.  Face  hot  and  flushed,  with  severe  frontal  headache. 

12.  Dull  aching  distress  in  the  back  and  legs. 

Mind. — 13.  Very  gloomy  and  desponding. 

14.  Absence  of  mind. 

15.  Irritated  at  the  least  trifle.  ^ 

Mead: — 16.  Dull  frontal  headache. 

17.  Dull  frontal  headache,  aggravated  by  motion. 

18.  Head  feeling  very  light  and  hollow,  with  deep  frontal  head- 
ache  and  great  faintness. 

19.  Deep  drawing  pains  in  the  forehead. 
20r  Neuralgic  pains  in  the  temples. 

JSyes, — 21.  Agglutination  of  the  eye«lids  every  morning,  with  dull 
-  aching  pains  in  the  eye-balls. 

Mouth. — 22.  Flat  taste  in  the  mouth. 
28.  Flat,  bitter  taste. 

24.  Strong  coppery  taste  for  several  days. 

25.  White  coating  on  the  tongue. 

26.  Thick  yellow  coating  on  the  tongue,  so  that  the  marks  of  the 
teeth  are  shown.  ' 

27.  Loss  of  taste. 

28.  All  kinds  of  food  taste  unnatural. 

29.  Teeth  and  gums  very  sore. 

Gastric  Symptoms. — 30.  Feeling  in  the  fauces  as  if  I  would 
vomit. 

81.  Constant  nausea,  with  distress  in  the  stomach. 

82.  Nausea,  lasting  but  a  moment. 

83.  Nausea  and  vomiting. 

84.  Loss  of  appetite. 

Stomach. — 35.  Distress  in  the  stomach  and  umbilicus,  with  fre- 
quent  nausea. 

36    Cutting  pains  in  the  stomach  all  night. 

37.  Severe,  sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the  stomach  every  few  minutes, 
with  dull  aching  distress  in  the  umbilicus,'  and  loud  rumbling  of  the 
bowels  all  night. 

Liver. — 38.  Dull  aching  pains  in  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver,  with 
dull  frontal  headache, 

39.  Burning  distress  in  the  region  of  the  gall-bladder  all  the  after- 
noon, with  sharp  pains  in  the  stomach,  and  heavy,  aching  distress  in 
the  whole  liver^  especially  the  right  lobe. 

40.  Sharp  cutting  pains  near  the  gall-bladder. 


I 
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41.  Soft  papescent  stool,  followed  by  dull,  heavy,  aching  pains 
the  liver  and  umbilicus. 

42.  Dull,  burning  distress  in  the  right  lobe  of  the  lirer  and  epigas- 
trium, with  dull,  drawing  pains  in  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  and 
whole  dorsal  region. 

43.  Heavy,  dragging  pains  in  the  Uvor,  more  in  the  right  lobe. 

44.  A  full  inspiration  produces  sharp  cutting  paina  in  the  right 
lobe  of  the  liver  and  whole  dorsal  region. 

Abdomen. — 45.  Great  distress  in  the  epigastric  and  umbilical 
regions. 

46.  Severe,  dull,  aching  distress  just  below  the  stomach,  all  day, 
that  produced  great  faintness  ;  it  was  terrible  to  endure. 

47.  Constant  rumbling  in  the  abdomen  before  stool. 

48.  Great  distress  in  the  bowels  before  stool. 

49.  Sharp,  cutting  pains  in  umbilical  and  hypogastric  regions 
before  stool. 

50.  Great  distress  and  phin  in  the  bowels  after  stool. 

Stool, — 51.  Dark,  lumpy,  dry  stools. 

52.  Black,  lumpy,  dry  stools,  mixed  with  bile  and  mucus. 

53.  Stools  natural  consistence,  of  a  dark  color,  and  mixed  with  bile 
and  mucus. 

54.  Stools  of  pure  mucus. 

55.  Stools  of  bile,  mucus  and  blood. 

56.  Thin,  yellow  papescent  stools. 

67.  Thin,  very  dark-colored- papescent  stools. 

58.  Yellow  papescent  stools,  mixed  with  something  that  looks  like 
oil,  in  drops  the  size  of  a  cent  down  to  small  drops. 

59.  Stools  preceded  by  severe  pain  and  distress  in  the  umbilical 
region,  and  followed  by  the  same  symptoms. 

60.  Sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the  umbilical  and  hypogastric  regions, 
before  stool,  and  followed  by  the  same  symptoms. 

61.  Great  disposition  to  strain  after  stool. 

62.  Great  faintness  after  stool. 

63.  Stools  of  undigested  food. 

64.  Papescent  stools,  without  pain. 

65.  Stools  that  run  from  the  bowels  a  stream  of  bile,  mucus  and 
black  fecal  matter,  preceded  by  great  burning  distress  in  the  epigas- 
trium, right  lobe  of  the  liver  and  umbilicus,  and  followed  by  the  same 
symptoms. 

66.  Papescent  stool,  with  high  fever 
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It  will  be  seen,  from  those  symptoms,  that  the  Bolettcs  has  a 
great  and  specific  affinity  for  the  liver. 

Urine, — 68.  The  urine  is  at  first  diminished,  and  then  slightly 
increased. 

69.  Urine  high-colored  and  scanty. 

Back. — 70.  Dull,  heavy  pains  in  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  regions. 

71.  Severe  dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  greatly  aggravated  by 
rising  up. 

72.  Severe  dull,  aching  pains  in  the  whole  dorsal  region,  that  seem' 
to  proceed  from  the  liver. 

73.  Great  weakness  of  the  small  of  the  back. 

Amis, — 74.  Severe  aching  distress  in  the  shoulders,  elbows  and 
wrists. 

75.  Great  weakness  of  the  arms. 

76.  Hands  hot  and  dry. 

Legs. — 77.  Severe  aching  distress  in  the  hips,  knees  and  ankles, 
during  the  chills  and  fever. 

78.  Great  weakness  of  the  legs. 

Characteristic  Peculiarities, — 79.  The  right  side  of  the  body 
seems  to  be  more  affected  than  the  left. 

80.  The  effect  on  the  liver  and  the  stools  is  peculiar. 

81.  The  absence  of  rheumatic  symptoms  in  the  arms  and  legs  is 
especially  peculiar,  but  this  may  be  due  to  the  length  of  time  the 
Boletus  was  taken  from  the  tree  before  it  was  proven. 

82.  Hollow,  light  feeling  in  the  head. 

Clinical  Remarks. — The  great  field  of  action  of  the  Bolettcs  is  in 
Intermittent  Fever,  but  in  all  diseases  where  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  giving  Iron  ox  China,  I  would  most  strongly  recommend  the 
use  of  the  Boletus. 

Twenty  grs.  acted  as  a  cathartic  in  eight  hours  ;  forty  grs.  taken 
before  breakfast  acted  as  a  most  violent  cathartic  in  two  hours  ;  fifty 
grs.  produced  bloody  stools,  with  high  fever. 

To  any  physician  who  will  make  a  proving  of  this  remedy,  and 
send  it  to  me  by  the  first  day  of  next  January,  I  will  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  furnishing  the  remedy, —  Western  HoiiUBopathic  Observer. 

For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
iESOULUS    HIFPOOASTANUH. 


BT  C.  II.  LEE,  M.  D. 


Throat  Symptoms. — In  the  May  and  June  No.*s  of  thr 
under  the  heading  of  "Notes  on  the  New  Remedies,"  by ' 

11 
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HuoHEs,  in  JEscultus  hippocastanum^  I  find  that  my  throat  symptom, 
caused  by  the  drug,  is  to  him  "  very  problematical/* 

At  the  time  I  took  the  ^scultcs,  the  weather  was  favorable  and 
clear.  I  am  not  subject  to  sore  throat.  Never  had  sore  throat  before 
that  I  can  remember.  I  am  more  easily  put  under  the  influence  of 
the  8d  attenuation  of  a  drug  than  the  n^other  tincture.  At  the  time 
I  was  proving  the  drug,  I  had  no  throat  symptoms  until  I  took  two 
drachms,  then  my  throat  began  to  get  sore,  and  at  the  time  my  throat 
was  sore  the  weather  was  good,  and  I  have  not  had  sore  throat  since. 
All  this  convinces  me  that  the  throat  symptoms  were  caused  by  the 
JEsctdtis  hippocastanum. 


■•  ♦ 


isitjUaiitj. 


OUB    CHICAGO    LETTER. 


Dear  Observer  : — What  with  the  torrid  weather  and  the  hotly 
contested  fight  between  "  Hahnemann  College  "  and  the  "  Medical 
University,"  the  Homoeopathic  physicians  of  this  city  have  had  a  lively 
time  of  it  for  the  last  few  weeks. 

The  hot  weather  caused  a  large  amount  of  illness  among  impru- 
dent adolescence  and  children  undergoing  the  vexatious  process  known 
as  teething. 

The  war  of  the  Colleges  seemed  likely  to  cause  a  good  deal  of 

feeling,  as  both  Institutions  had  hosts  of  friends  throughout  the  Great 

West.     But  happily,  and   we  hope   not   too   late,  some   benevolent 

"peace  commission  "  stepped  in,  and  a  compromise  was  effected.     We 

consider  this  the  very  best  thing  that  could  have  been  done  under  the 

circumstances.     Not  that  the  vast  North-West  is  not  extensive  enough 

to  support  two  Homoeopathic  Colleges  in  her  central  city,  but  this  is 

not  the  best  time  for  such  an  enterprise.'    The  time  for  a  sister  college 

to  spring  up  here  will  be  when  it  shall  be  conceded  by  the  majority 

that  one  is   needed,  and  when   the  two  can  go  on,  side  by  side,  with 

*  noble  emulation,"  instead  of  bickering  contention. 

«       Hahnemann  Medical  College  now  contains  all  the  material  which 

formed  both  Institutions.     The  majority  of  the  Professors  are  too  well 

known  by  all  to  need  any  introduction  to  the  public.     Besides  these 

there  are  many  others  connected  with  the  College  who  will  be  an 

honor  to  the  Institution  when  their  abilities  and  worth  are  shown. 

The  Faculty  comprise  fifteen  "Chairs,"  or  the  same  number  of 
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Professors,  so  arranged  as  to  best  divide  the  labor  of  teacher  and 
pupil.  No  other  Faculty  of  any  Homceopathic  College  in  the  United 
States  is  so  systematically  and  comprehensively  arranged 

I  notice  by  the  Announcement,  now  being  distributed,  that  Br.  Kt 
M.  Hale  is  to  deliver  the  Course  of  Lectures  on  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Medical  Botany,  the  College,  meantime,  retaining 
Dt.  Smith's  name  and  influence.  This,  together  with  Dr.  Small's 
continued  absence  in  Europe,  will  certainly  oblige  Dr.  Hale  to  resign 
his  position  in  the  Cleveland  College.  Dr.  Small  writes  from  Paris 
that  his  health  is  improving,  and  he  hopes  to  return  with  renewed  life 
and  vigm*.  Long  may  he  he  spared  to  work  for  and  in  the  profession 
of  which  he  has  so  long  been  an  ornament. 

We  understand  that  Dr.  D.  S.  Smith  expects  to  start  on  a  tour  of 
Europe  early  in  the  Spring.  Such  departures  are  contagious,  and  we 
may  expect  to  chronicle  the  flight  from  our  shores  of  others  of  our 
school  ere  long. 

It  is  hinted  that  the  American  Institute  intend  to  make  their  next 
meeting  at  Pittsburg  a  grand  aflair, — a  sort  of  mass  meeting  of  phy- 
sicians of  the  whole  Union. 

By  the  way,  1  have  lately  learned,  to  my  chagrin  and  regret,  that 
certain  jocular  remarks  made  in  my  Cincinnati  letter,  have  been  made 
use  of  by  certain  "  evil-disposed  persons,**  who  have  tried  to  distort 
said  remarks  into  personal  insults.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  intended 
in  said  letter.  Dr.  Smith  delivered  as  many  lectures  as  bis  health 
and  time  would  permit;  and  in  relation  to  the  pharmacy  quarrel 
gotten  up  in  that  body,  much  animosity  was  shown  and  "  peculiar  *' 
expressions  were  made  use  of  by  several  members. 

The  new  Quarterly,  set  on  foot  by  the  Western  Institute,  will  soon 
appear,  and  I  can  assure  you  will  surprise  and  gratify  the  friends  of 
Homoeopathy  throughout  the  world,  by  its  startling  merit,  and  the 
pains  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  articles,  and  the  fine  illustrations. 
Dr.  Shipman  was  just  the  man  to  whom  to  entrust  the  work.  The 
West  will  now  have  a  Quarterly  which  will  vie  with  any  ever  issued 
in  the  East,  or  in  Europe^.  Yours  as  ever,  Nux. 


HOMCEOPATHY    IN    SWEDEN. 


Dr.  P.  J.  Leidbeck,  a  graduate  of  Upsala,  and  late  Professor  ©f 
Anatomy  in  that  Institution,  is  now  practicing  in  the  city  of  Stock- 
holm. He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians.  At 
this  time  he  is  the  only  Homoeopathic  practitioner  in  the  kingdom 
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By  law  no  physician  can  practice  without  a  diploma  from  the  Allopathic 
Medical  College  of  Upsala,  and  this  is  not  granted  to  adherents  of  the 
new  practice.         • 

Dr.  J.  G.  Smith,  formerly  of  Missouri,  who  is  a  native  of  Sweden 
recently  visited  Stockholm,  and  now,  on  his  return,  reports  to  us  that 
while  in  Sweden,  he  treated  successfully  over  two  hundred  patients, 
and  that  previous  to  leaving  there  he  obtained  many  signatures  to  a 
^petition  io  their  Rixdag  (Congress)  praying  for  the  introduction  and 
recognition  of  HomoBopathy.  Dr.  Smith  is  invited  to  return  to  Swe- 
den, where  we  hope  he  will  have  success. 


For  the  American  Homceopathic  Observer. 

SYNOPSIS   OF    MEDICAI4   AND    SUBGICAI4    BEPOBTS 

Of  the  "  Northern  JSome  for  Friendless  Children,**  Philadelphia^  while 

under  Homcsopathic  treatment, 

BT  BVSHBOD  W.  JAMES,  V.  S.,  RECEKTLY  SUBOEON  TO  THE  INSTITUTION.* 

Having  been  professionally  connected  with  this  institution  from 
the  Spring  of  1857,  when  the  system  of  Homoeopathy  was  introduced, 
until  the  latter  part  of  October,  1864,  when  the  Board  of  Managers 
saw  proper  to  change  the  practice  back  to  Allopathic,  I  deem  it  a 
matter  of  interest  to  present,  in  the  shape  of  a  report,  a  few  of  the 
facts  connected  with  the  matter,  together  with  a  statistical  summary 
of  the  diseases  treated  while  under  Homoeopathic  service,  and  like- 
wise compare  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  "Northern  Home,'*  the 
rates  of  mortality,  during  the  existence  of  the  institution,  under  the 
two  systems  of  medicine. 

The  inmates  are  composed  of  neglected  and  friendless  children, 
varying  in  age  from  one  to  twelve  years,  that  have  been  gathered  up, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  humanitarians,  from  all  parts  of  our 
large  city ;  taken,  in  many  instances,  from  wretched  hovels  and  from 
crowded  tenement-houses,  and  from  unhealthy  localities  where  desti- 
tution, neglect,  contagious  diseases,  and,  in  fact,  everything  calculated 
to  injure  and  enfeeble  their  constitutions,  surrounded  them.  Recently, 
in  addition  to  these  who  have  been  abandoned  by  their  parents,  or 
are  friendless,  there  has  been  admitted  quite  a  number  of  soldiers' 
orphans, — the  Managers  having  appropriated  a  special  building  to 
this  object.     These  children  are  all  included  in  the  Report. 

The  sanitary  regulations  of  the  Home  are  good ;  the  rooms  are 
kept  freely  ventilated,  and   frequent  ablutions,  plenty  of   exercise, 

*  Read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Homceopathy,  June,  1865. 
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together  with  a  nourishing  dietetic  fare,  are  furnished  the  children 
after  they  enter. 

The  Superintendent  being  a  man  of  considerable  experience  in  the 
management  of  such  institutions,  maintains  the  rules  with  unwavering 
strictness,  and  thus  the  incursions  of  the  prevalent  diseases  of  the 
city  are  met,  and,  as  far  as  can  be,  are  warded  off. 

We  have,  with  the  exception  of  the  few  months  in  the  latter  part 
of  our  term  of  service,  labored  under  the  great  disadvantage  of  hav- 
ing all  the  children,  sick  and  healthy,  in  the  same  building,  thus  com- 
pelling us  to  exercise  the  most  rigid  care  when  epidemics  or  contagi- 
ous diseases  entered  the  institution,  in  order  that  the  whole  house 
might  not  become  infected.  During  the  Homoeopathic  term  of  ser- 
vice, it  must  be  borno  in  mind,  that  two  fearful  epidemics — the  diph- 
theria and  the  spotted  fever,  have  passed  over  our  city. 

The  usual  visitations  of  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  dysentery, 
small-pox,  &c.,  have  likewise  existed,  yet  the  reports  will  show  a 
remarkable  comparason  in  mortality  under  the  two  systems  of  practice. 
I  frequently  re-vaccinated  the  children  and  nurses,  thus  completely 
excluding  the  varioloid — not  one  case  having  occurred. 

Under  the  report  of  surgical  cases  will  be  found  a  large  number  of 
cases  of  Purulent  Ophthalmia.  This  was  a  contagious  form  of  disease 
usually  known  by  the  name  of  Egyptian  Ophthalmia.  The  nurses 
and  children  were  alike  affected  with  it. 

In  attacking  a  patient,  it  commenced  with  a  congestion  of  the  con- 
junctival membrane,  at  the  inner  or  outer  can  thus  of  one  or  both  eyes, 
which  soon  extended  from  thence  along  the  eyelids,  generally  the 
inferior  lid  first.  This  was  accompanied  with  a  sensation  of  itching, 
fullness  and  slight  pricking  at  the  canthi ;  on  examining  the  eye,  at 
this  incipient  stage  of  the  disease,  nothing  could  be  seen  but  a  great 
redness  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  eyelids,  on  their  being  everted. 
Soon,  however,  a  few  of  the  sclerotic  arteries  would  be  seen  full  and 
turgid,  extending  over  the  globe  of  the  eye.  This  state  would  shortly 
be  followed  by  Conjunctivitis,  with  a  sensation  as  if  the  eye  was  filled 
with  sand,  and  as  if  there  was  something  immediately  in  front  of  the 
eye,  which  the  patient  desired  to  push  aside  in  order  to  allow  of  clearer 
vision,  and  on  attempting  to  read,  the  letters  appeared  like  a  blurred 
line.  Twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  later.  Photophobia  sets  in,  and 
a  thick,  copious  secretion  of  a  whitish  or  yellowish  mucus  and  pus 
supervenes ;  the  eyelids  become  much  tumefied,  aild  there  is  a  sensa- 
tion of  swelling  in  the  globe  of  the  eye,  accompanied  with  an  aching 
in  the  muscles  of  the  eye.    There  is  also,  in  some  cases,  an  aching  in 
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the  temporal  region  and  through  the  head.  There  does  not  seem  to 
be  much  general  disturbance  of  the  system  ;  the  digestive,  respiratory 
and  circulatory  functions  ail  remained  in  a  normal  condition. 

In  children,  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis  or  a  syphilitic  taint,  the  oph> 
thftlmia  assumed  a  most  violent  character,  and  not  unfrequently  these 
oases  took  on  a  chronic  form,  after  the  severe  symptoms  were  removed, 
and  then  most  obstinately  resist  further  treatment.  Although  some 
very  unfavorable  cases  presented  themselves  for  treatment  while  the 
disease  was  raging  in  the  ''Home,"  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
not  one  case  of  cataract,  amaurosis  or  total  blindness,  occurred.  Sev- 
eral cases  of  Staphyloma  and  Leucoma  did  however  result,  but  by 
affecting  only  one  eye,  or,  by  being  only  partial,  did  not  entirely 
exclade  vision. 

The  disease  was  introduced  into  the  ''  Home ''  through  two  chil- 
dren that  had  been  inmates  of  an  institution  where  it  was  prevailing. 
The  Ophthalmia  did  not  display  itself  in  them  until  after  they  were 
admitted,  and  it  was  not  until  after  a  number  of  the  other  inmates  had 
become  affected  with  it  that  its  true  character  was  ascertained,  and 
when  the  institution  was  thus  once  infected,  it  spread  rapidly  to  a 
large  majority  of  the  children. 

The  healthy  inmates,  and  also  newly-admitted  children,  although 
kept  isolated  from  the  invalids  in  different  apartments  of  the -building 
and  prevented  from  having  any  contact  with  their  towels  or  garments, 
would  nevertheless  become  affected  with  the  disease.  Persons  enter- 
ing the  Infirmary -rooms  and  remaining  a  short  time  among  the  afflicted 
children,  although  they  would  not  come  in  contact  with  them  or  with 
anything  in  the  room,  would  be  subject  to  an  attack  of  the  Ophthalmia 

This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  some  contagious  matter  or  minute 
pus  globules  had  impregnated  the  atmosphere  of  the  rooms,  and 
although  they  were  freely  and  constantly  ventilated,  and  disinfectant 
means  resorted  to,  yet  the  contaminating  influence  remained  in  force, 
in  spite  of  the  utmost  vigilance  for  its  rem6val,  for  a  long  time,  and 
although  the  disease  seemed  upon  several  occasions  to  have  been  •erad- 
icated, yet  fresh  cases  would  break  out,  and  do  yet  occur,  even  since 
a  separate  building  has  been  appropriated  to  the  sick. 

Homoeopathy  was  introduced  into  the  "  Home  "  more  as  an  experi- 
ment than  otherwise.  The  believers  in  the  Allopathic  system  being 
in  a  majority  in  the  Board  of  Managers.  They  however  yielded  to 
the  desire  of  those  who  advocated  the  introduction  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic system  and  consented  to  a  trial  of  it,  and  especially  so,  as  the 
Allopathic  school  had  been  unfortunate  in  the  management  of  an  epi- 
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demic  of  measles,  in  the  "  Home,"  from  which  several  cases  proved 
fatal.  The  result  of  the  experiment  can  be  seen  in  the  summary 
below.  It  is  a  noticable  fact  that  since  the  re-introduction  of  Allo- 
pathic treatment,  more  cases  have  died  in  six  months'  time  than  in 
any  two  successive  years  while  under^  Homoeopathic  treatment. 

Statistical  Report  of  Medical  Cases  trea^ted  in  tJie  "  Northern  Rome 

for  Friendless  Children*^  Philaddphiay  for  seven  and  (me-JuUf 

year Sy  from  the  Spring  of  1857  to  Oct.  24th,  1864.     Under  JBmruZ" 

opathic  service.    By  Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  while  Surgeon  to 

the  Institution. 


DISEASE. 


o 


a: 

o 


1 

0 

1 

3 

4 
5 
1 
1 


Abscess - 16  -16 

♦'      of  Parotid  Gland 2  2 

Amenorrhcea 2  2 

Anasarca h  3 

Angina  fiacium  and  Tonsillaris38  38 

Apthee 9  9 

Ascites 1  1 

Bronchitis  — 7  7 

Catarrhal  Fever 26  26 

Cephalalgia  chronic 3  8 

Carbuncle 1 

Chorea 1 

Congestion  of  the  Liver 1 

"  "      Lungs 3 

Conjunctivitis........ 4 

Convulsions 5 

Comitis 1 

Cough  chronic 1 

Croup  catarrhal .16  16 

Croup  with  measles 6  6 

Cromp  membranous 2  2 

Cyanosis 2  2 

Diarrhoea 34  34 

Diphtheria 22  22 

Disease  of  the  Heart 1  0 

Dropsy,  sequela  of  Scarlatina 

and  Measles 8  8 

Dysentery 23  22 

Dysmenorrhoea. 1  1 

Ecsema 4  4 

Enuresis  nocturnal 13  10 

Epilepsy... 1  1 

Ignpnysema.  -.  .  — 1  1 

Erysipelas 10  10 

Eruptions 99  99 

Pever    oatairhal,     following 

Measles 10  10 

Fever,  Intermittent 4  4 

"     Irritative 3  3 

"     Nervous.-..  ..... l  i 


(( 


(( 


Remittent 1  l 

Typhoid 31  28 

Spotted  (Typhus  Pete- 

chialis) 16  16 

Typhus  Cerebralis....  1  1 

Gastritis 16  16 

Gastrodyma ,..-...14  14 

Goitre 1  1 

Gonorrhoea 8  3 

Qoematemesis 1  1 

Heemorrhoids . 1  1 

Herpes ..20  20 

Hftlm jjptfhl'Mrip r ...........  6  6 


o 


3 


DISEASES. 


o 


o 


I 


o 

I 


Hip  joint  disease 

Horaeolum 

Hydrocephalus,  chronic 

Hydrope  Articuli 

Icthyosis  ........ ..-.. 

Ileus 

Xnmetigo , 3 

Inflammation  of  Lungs 6 

**       Meibomian  glands  2 

Indigestion 8 

Invermination 2 

Jaundice 8 

Laryngitis 2 

Leucorrhoea....... 1 

Marasmus .. — ... A^ 

Miliaria 1 

Neuralgia 8 

Ophthalmia  catarrhal 15 

Orchitis  Tranmatic.... 1 

Otorrhoea  Scrofulous .—19 

Sequela  of  Measles  5 
:    "       ScarletinA  3 

Parotitis 33 

Peritonitis  acute 2 

Pericarditis '..  1 

Periostitis - 1 

Pertussis ....17 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis 1 

Pleurisy 4 

Pneumonia  T^hoid... . 13 

Prolapsus  Am 3 

Psoriasis -  - 19 

Puruopthalmia 4 

Purpura  Heemorrhogiea 1 

Quinsv 1 

Repelled  eruptions 2 

Rheun^tism 14 

Rubeola .• 60 

Rupia .  8 

Soabis - 8 

Scarlatina 9 

Scarlatina  Maligna 24 

Serofula 12 

Softening  of  the  brain 1 

Tinea  Capitis 66 

Tousilitis 1 

Ulcerations  chronic 11 

"         malignant 10 

Urticaria 1 

Varicella 6 

Zona 1 


(D 

r 


« 


0 

1 
1 
1 
1 

0 

8 

6 

2 

8 

2 

8 

2 
.  1' 
16 

1 

8 
15 

1 
10      i 

S      i 

3 
83 

2^ 

1 

0      1 
17 

0 

4^ 
13 

2      1 
19 

4 

1 

1 

2 

14 
60 

8 

8 

9 
21 

6      6 
0 
66 

1 
U 
10 
1 
6 
1 


Total 9S&885    27    16 
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Surgical  Cases  treated  in  the  "  Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Chil- 
dren,** Philadelphia,  Pa.,  during  seven  and  one-half  years  of 
Homceopathic  service,  ending  Oct,  24,  1864.  Bushrod  W.  James, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon, 

Name.  Treated.  Cured.-       Relieved. 

Abscess,  lancing •• 8  ,8 

Anthrax  1  1 

Conical  Cornea 2  11 

Ectropion 4  3              1 

Extraction   of  Tumors 2  2 

Fracture  of  Arm 2  2 

Nose ; 2  2 

Ribs :.  1  1 

Clavicle 1  1 

Hernia, 1  1 

Luxation  of  the  Forearm 3  3 

Ophthalmia  Purulent,  or  (iEgyptian)  561  541  20 

Periostitis 2  2 

Poisoning  with  Rhus  Tox 1  1 

»*              Stramonium 1  1 

Syphilis... •••• 9  9 

Wounds  7  7 

Total.  Treated,  608       Cured,  686  Relieved,  22    Died,  0 

Comparison  of  SomxBopathic  with  Allopathic  Medical  Service,  From 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  "  Northern 
Home  for  Friendless  Children,**  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

No  of  children  admitted  from  the  opening  of  the  Home,  Aug.  3,  1853 

to  May  1,1354, 47  Died,  0 

Admitted  from  May  1,  1854  to  May  1,  1855 70  "       0 

"       1855        -          1856 114  "       2 

"       1856        "         1857 125  "       5 

No.  in  "  Home,"  Nov,  1,  1864,  when  changed  back 

to  Allopathic  service 184 

Admitted  from  Oct.  24,  1864  to  May  1,  1865,  254  "       9 


Total  inmates  while  under  Allopathic  service,  794    Deaths,  16 

No.  of  inmates  when  the  Homceopathic  service  commenced,  in  the 

Spring  of  1857 ^ 80        Died,  0 

No  a  mitted  from  May  1,  1857  to  May  1,  1858,  155  "      0 

1858  *'        1859,  192  "      1 


(<  ((  (( 

((  ((  It 

((  ((  cc 

<(  ((  <( 

i(  ((  (i 

ti  tl  ({ 

tl  H  (( 


1859  "        1860,  190  -  4 

1860  -        1861,  178  **  2 

1861  -        1862,239  "  4 

1862  "         1863,225  "  0 

1863  "        1864,204  "  2 

1864  to  Oct.  24, 1864,  136  "  3 


Total  No.  inmates  while  under  Hom.  service,  1599    Deaths,  16 


t. 
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SUMMARY. 

Homoeopathic  service,  seven  and  one-half  jears. 

Allopathic  service,  four  and  one-quarter  years. 
Total  No.  inmates  under  Homoeopathic  service,  1699  Total  deaths,  16 

Allopathic          "  794  "  16 

Majority  of  inmates  under  Homoeopathic  service,  805 
Difference  in  mortality, 0 


For  the  American  HomGeopathic  Observer. 

THE    BIIiTJTION    aUESTION. 


BY  H.  C.  ALLEN,  M..D.,   OF  BRANTFOBD,  C.  W. 


"  When  we  have  to  do  with  an  art  whose  end  is  the  saving  of  human  life,  any  neglect  to  make 
ourselves  thoroughly  masters  of  it,  becomes  a  crime." — Hahnemann. 

Of  all  "  questions  *'  which  have  formed  the  groundwork  of  contro- 
versies in  Homoeopathic  literature,  for  the  last  few  years,  and  which 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  our  best  practitioners,  is  at  present 
and  will  continue  to  remain  an  unsettled  affair,  there  are  none  which 
in  magnitude  and  diversity  of  opinion  and  practice,  can  approach  the 
**  Dilution  Question."  To  outsiders  it  is  apparently  the  only  rock  on 
which  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  division  in  our  ranks,  as  in  the  pro- 
fession we  are  known  as  high  or  low  dilutionists,  and  rated  in  the 
estimation  of  our  fellow-laborers  accordingly.  While  all  are  ready  to 
admit  its  great  practical  importance,  no  one  has  yet  appeared  in  the 
"  arena  "  with  a  proposition  that  is  equal  to  the  task  of  uniting  the 
discordant  elements,  and  thereby  accomplishing  what  has  so  long  been 
desired,  viz  : — a  permanent  settlement. 

While  some  members  of  our  school  (whose  character  for  probity 
and  truthfulness  cannot  for  a  moment  be  questioned)  meet  and  conquer 
the  most  fatal  of  our  acute  diseases  successfully  with  high  dilutions 
alone;  others  with  equal  confidence  and  apparently  equal  success^ 
treat  every  case,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  with  the  prime  tinctures 
and  first  triturations.  No  wonder  the  youthful  graduate  looks  on  the 
controversy  with  doubt,  not  knowing  which  side  of  this  question  to 
adopt  when  he  enters  upon  the  active  practical  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion. But  this,  like  all  other  questions  of  minor  importance  in  the 
application  of  Nature's  **  law  of  cure,*'  is  destined,  in  practical  expe- 
rience at  the  bed-side,  to  work  out  its  oivn  solution. 

When  Hahnemann  first  propounded  and  published  to  the  medical 
world  his  "  law  of  similia, "/oc^^  alono  were  the  basis  upon  which  the 
superstructure  was  built  ;yac^*  the  clinching  arguments  which  he 
offered  to  the  opponents  of  his  new  therapeutics,  in  both  public  and 
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private  disputes ;  facts  alone  the  guiding  star  which  nerved  him  for 
the  encounter  of  every  species  of  opposition  whioh  heset  his  pathway 
in  those  his  days  of  trial.  So  in  the  solution  of  the  question  of  dose; 
our  rule  of  action  in  a  controversy  so  complicated  mu^t  eventually  be 
one  deduced  by  the  stern  logic  of  facts,  and  by  that  alone.  There  are 
a  few  of  these  that  may  be  regarded  as  settled  beyond  dispute — 
acknowledged  facts  by  every  member  of  our  School.  It  is  a  fact  as 
well  demonstrated  as  any  in  Mechanics  or  Natural  Philosophy,  that 
**  medicines  tend  to  cure  disease;^  similar  to  those  they  tend  to  pfo- 
duce."  It  is  a  fact  established  by  the  evidence  of  ''  witnesses  by  the 
thousand/'  that  certain  diseases  are  cured  by  the  lower  dilutions,  or 
even  the  prime  tinctures  in  appreciable  doses.  It  is  a  fact,  established 
by  evidence  equally  reliable  and  incontrovertible,  that  certain  other 
ailments  are  speedily,  safely,  and  more  easily  brought  to  a  favorable 
termination  with  high  dilutions  alone.  It  is  a  further  fact,  and  one 
upon  which  I  place  great  reliance,  that  those  members  who*  have 
joined  our  School  from  the  Allopathic  ranks,  who  have  constantly 
been  in  the  habit  of  administering  massive  doses  of  drugs,  are  at  first 
timid  and  wavering  in  the  use  even  of  the  mother  tinctures  ;  but,  as 
they  see  the  beautiful  effects  of  our  dilutions  and  triturations,  in  daily 
use  at  the  bed-side,  they  gradually  cease  to  use  the  crude  materials, 
and  eventually  become,  in  some  cases,  our  firmest  advocates  of  high 
dilutions.  The  opinion  of  such  members  as  have,  in  a  spirit  of  inves- 
tigation, given  every  dilution  a  trial,  with  the  ostensible  object  in  view 
of  arriving  at  the  truth,  should  and  would  have  great  weight  in  a 
court  of  justice. 

Men  just  emerging  from  the  slough  of  Allopathic  empiricism,  and 
"  capable  of  sacrificing  their  pre-conceived  opinions  and  a  portion  of 
the  respect  they  had  previously  enjoyed  in  the  profession  and  commu- 
nity, must  generally  be  men  possessed  of  sound  minds  and  actuated 
by  pure  and  lofty  motives  ;  men  who  prefer  facts  to  hypothesis,  and 
the  interests  of  truth  and  humanity  to  their  own  temporary  advance- 
ment." For  my  own  part  I  can  neither  treat  successfully  nor  satis; 
factorily  all  the  cases  that  come  under  my  care  with  either  low  or 
high  dilutions  exclusively.  Certain  classes  of  diseases,  a^  a  rukt 
always  require  high  dilutions ;  as  acute  diseases  of  children,  particu- 
larly those  affecting  the  serous  membranes, — Meningitis,  Peri-pneu- 
monia, &c. 

A  few  y^ars  ago  I  thought  that  a  severe  case  of  acute  Meningitis 
in  a  child  could  alone  be  successfully  treated  by  Aeon.  ^  ftnd  Bell. ', 
in  alternation  every  half  hour,  or  hour,  according  to  the  urgency  of 
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the  case.  But  I  now  find  that  I  was  mistaken.  At  present  I  seldom 
use  any  other  remedy  than  Bell.^  and  that  in  the  thirtieth  dilution. 
Now  if  I  change  the  dilution,  it  is  to  the  higher.  Then,  if  any  change 
was  deemed  necessary,  it  was  down  to  the  first  or  mother  tincture.  I 
can  now  cure  my  little  patients  in  a  very  much  shorter  time  than  I 
«ver  could  with  the  alternating  system  and  lower  dilutions,  and  with 
very  much  greater  satisfaction  to  myself.  The  action  of  the  high  dilu- 
tions is  equally  prompt  and  far  more  permanent  in  effect  than  the 
lower,  seldom  requiring  half  a  dozen  remedies  to  complete  Uie  cure, 
after  the  acute  symptoms  have  subsided.  My  clinical  experience  i*^ 
of  corresponding  value  ;  and  to  my  brother  practitioners  who  as  yet 
have  not  given  the  single  remedy  and  high  dilution  an  honest  and 
straight-forward  trial,  I  would  say,  do  not  allow  prejudice  and  precon- 
<3eived  opinions  to  deter  you  from  investigating  a  subject  fraught  with 
weighty  evidence  and  lasting  and  permanent  benefit  to  yourself  and 
the  profession.  K  you  reject  them,  simply  from  non-belief  in  their 
efficacy,,  without  having  given  them  an  impartial  trial  at  the  bed-side ; 
<5ondemning  before  you  have  even  tried  them ;  giving  as  your  only 
reason,  **  a  want  of  faith  "  in  their  curative  power — in  sincerity  I 
would  ask  you  and  in  candor  have  you  answer.  How  far  are  you  in 
advance  of  your  Allopathic  brother  ?  He  uses  the  law  of  "  similia  " 
in  part,  and  cures  the  majority  of  his  patients  homoeopathically  with- 
out being  aware  of  the  fact,  as  when  he  administers  Mercury  in  Syph- 
ilis, Quinine  in  Febres-inter mittens.  Aeon,  in  Neuralgia,  etc.,  etc.,  or 
without  even  mentioning  the  name  of  Hahnemann,  except  in  ridicule 
or  jest.  HCf  too,  prescribes  his  remedies  in  appreciable  doses;  doses 
capable  of  being  seen,  weighed  Vindfelt,  to  the  sorrow  of  many  a  tooth- 
less- patron,  compelled  "  to.  gum  his  way  through  life."  Hs  never 
attacks  "  the  law  of  cure,**  but  expends  his  argument  in  ridiculing  the 
name  of  Homoeopathy  on  the  question  of  dose  alone,  without  ever 
testing  their  efficacy.  You  are  opposed  to  high  dilutions  on  precisely 
similar  grounds.  His  argument  is  that  an  infinitisimal  dose  must  have 
an  infinitisimal  effect.  You  do  not  think  the  high  dilutions  worthy 
your  notice,  and  you  cannot  give  a  Very  definite  reason  for  your  belief. 
In  fact,  the  distance  between  the  massive  doses  of  our  modern  Allo- 
pathists  and  your  prime  tinctures  and  first  dilutions  is  not  vastly 
greater  than  between  prime  tinctures  and  high  dilutions — the  one 
unconsciously  practicing  Homoeopathy,  the  other  knowingly  so.  While 
I  firmly  believe  that  certain  diseases,  as  a  rule,  require  high  dilutions, 
I  am  equally  well  convinced  that  others  can  only  be  cured  by  low 
dilutions,  or  even  prime  tinctures,  in  appreciable  doses,  as  our  typhoid 
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and  intermittent  fevers  of  this  Western  country.  To  both  of  these 
rules  there  are  of  course  many  exceptions.  But  I  am  convinced  from 
observation  that  many,  very  many  of  our  School,  in  the  treatment  of 
both  acute  and  chronic  affections,  change  remedies  when  they  should 
only  change  dilutions.  If  a  medicine  does  not  effect  a  rapid  and 
perceptible  improvement  in  a  given  time,  they  immediately  jump  at 
,  the  conclusion  that  they  have  not  made  a  proper  selection,  and  pre- 
scribe at  once  some  other  remedy  (without  again  carefully  and  thor- 
oughly investigating  the  case,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  present 
failure)  which  in  its  turn  is  also  set  aside  for  some  more  fortunate  but 
equally  short-lived  successor. 

A  very  interesting  case  illustrating  this  point  recently  occurred  in 
my  own  practice.     During  my  absence  in  the  country,  one  of  my  stu- 
dents was  called  to  see  a  case  of  what  he  diagnosed  intermittent  fever. 
The  patient  was  a  young  girl,  aged  13,  of  sanguine  temperament,  light 
hair  and  eyes.     Had  been  suffering  about  a  week  with  chill,  fever  and 
sweat,  occurring  every  afternoon,  and  lasting  till  midnight.     Seeing 
her  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  fever  was  over,  he  gave  her  Gels.  Ist, 
five  or  six  drops,  in  water  ;  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour  while 
fever  continued,  and   six  drops  China  every  two  hours,  until  fever 
returned  the  next  day,  when  it  was    to  be  discontinued  and  the  Gels. 
resumed  as  before.     She  was  kept  on  this  prescription  four  days,  when 
no  sign  of  improvement  taking  place,  the  China  was  increased  to  ten 
drops  and  the  Gels,  given  in  tincture  every  hour  while  chill  and  fever 
were  on.     This  was  continued  three  days  longer  without  the  slightest 
improvement.     The  China  was  now   discontinued  and  Gels,  tincture 
given,  three  drops  every  three  hours,  without  reference  to  chill  or 
fever,  and  to  his  astonishment  it  completely  checked  the  fever  for  two 
consecutive  days,  but  it  returned  on  the  third,  when  it  no  longer  had 
any  control  over  the  disease.     He  now  gave  Quinine,  1st  dec.  tritu- 
ration, six  grains  every   three   hours   during  the  apyrexy,  and  Aeon. 
during  chill  and  fever,  for  several   days,  with  the  former  results;  in 
fact,  the  last  paroxysm  seemed  more  severe  than  any  preceding  one. 
The  feet  were  becoming  aedematous,  the  pulse  over  100,  tongue  thickly 
coated  with  a  brownish  fur  ;  intense  thirst ;  and  she  complained  of 
great  fullness  and  uneasiness  after  eating  or  drinking ;  inability  to  lie 
down,  and  difficult  respiration ;  when,  on  examination,  T  found  the 
abdomen  distended  and  apparently  dropsical.     He  wished  to  have  one 
more  trial,  as  he  knew  the  Boletus^  from  its  proving,  must  cure  his 
patient.     I  consented,  and  he  administered  the  first  trit.  every  two 
hours,  for  three  days,  when  the  patient  complained  of  feeling  no  better. 
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He  wished  me  to  carefully  examine  the  case  and  tell  him  what  would 
relieve  her.  I  could  see  nothing  but  Ars.  indicated,  on  account  of  the 
paroxysms,  returning  every  afternoon,  accompanied  with  thirst,  and 
swollen  feet  and  distended  abdomen,  etc.  Ars.  was  accordingly  given,  , 
in  the  third,  second,  and  lastly  the  first  dec.  trituration,  each  for  seve- 
ral consecutive  days,  without  the  least  improvement.  The  case  now 
began  to  assume  a  serious  aspect,  and  I  had  every  reason  to  fear  a 
fatal  termination.  I  began  to  search  about  for  some  cause  sufficient 
to  explain  the  mystery ;  an  error  in  diagnosis,  medical  aggravation, 
idiosyncrasy,  location,  previous  health,  etc.;  but  nothing  was  discov- 
ered. As  I  could  sed  nothing  but  Ars,  indicated,  I  gave  her,  at  9,  a. 
M.,  three  globules  of  Ars.^^^,  and  Sack. Lac.  every  three  hours, while 
awake,  or  until  I  saw  her.  Next  day  I  saw  her,  about  the  same  time. 
She  had  had  no  chills  or  fever ;  slept  well  all  night,  feeling  much  bet- 
ter in  every  respect.  Gave  her  Ars.^^^y  as  before,  which  was 
repeated  for  three  days,  since  which  time  the  fever  has  not  Teturned, 
and  she  says  she  feels  as  well  as  ever.  I  am  convinced  that  this  case 
would  have  as  readily  yielded  to  the  same  remedy  six  weeks  before 
as  then,  but  "a  want  of  faith  "  prevented  its  trial. 

I  have  frequently  heard  physicians  complain  that  In  treating  dis- 
eases of  children,  some  remedies,  particularly  Bryonia,  Cole,  carh., 
and  Chamomilla,  had  almost  invariably  left  them  in  the  lurch  when- 
ever they  had  occasion  to  resort  to  them ;  that  they  had  never  derive  d 
the  benefit  from  them  they  expected  to  from  studying  their  pathogen- 
esy,  as  laid  down  by  our  writers  on  materia  medica,  and  their  partic- 
ular indications,  as  given  in  our  works  on  practice.  And  I  would  ask 
Whyl  Has  riot  the  dilution  question  the  power  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem ?  I  have  frequently  seen  a  few  drops  of  Cham,^  put  in  a  half 
ounce  vial,  filled  up  with  alcohol,  labelled  and  used  as  Chami.^ .  If 
Cham,  be  properly  diluted  and  used  in  the  dilution  most  appropriate 
to  the  infantile  organization,  (the  sixth,  twelfth,  or  eighteenth,)  it  will 
be  found  equally  as  effective  as  any  remedy  in  the  materia  medica  in 
its  peculiar  sphere.  Bryo?iia  in  the  lower  dilutions,  i.  e.  the  first, 
second  and  third,  is  of  very  little  efficiency  in  the  treatment  of  the 
bronchial  and  pulmonary  diseases  peculiar  to  infancy.  If  we  would 
derive  all  the  benefit  which  Bry,  is  capable  of  yielding  in  those  aftec- 
tions,  we  must  administer  it  in  the  proper  potency.  The  charge  may 
be  too  true,  but  the  remedy  is  not  guilty.  The  fault  lies  at  the  door 
of  the  physician.  Cause  and  effect  follow  each  other  with  infallible 
certainty.  I  am  satisfied  that  our  remedies  are  capable  of  controlling 
all  curable  maladies ;  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  we  are  competent 
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in  every  instance  to  administer  them  correctly.     "  And  thereby  hangs 
a  tale." 

[To  be  continued.] 


HoM(EOPATHY  IN  LIVERPOOL.. — Wc  are  permitted  to  publish  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  received  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  of  this 
city,  from  Dr.  A.  E.  Small,  who  is  now  in  England  : 

"  There  are  eight  physicians  in  Liverpool  who  practice  Homoeo- 
pathy. Four  of  these  are  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians, viz  :  Drs.  Drysdale,  Hayward,  Simmons  and  Wright.  The 
remaining  four  are  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  viz: 
Messrs.  Moore,  Williams,  Hudson  and  Tucker.  There  are,  also,  two 
in  Birkenhead,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mersey.  There  are  three 
pharmacies,  two  in  Liverpool  and  one  in  Birkenhead,  all  under  the 
supervision  of  Messrs.  Thompson  &  Copper,  whose  principal  stand  is 
at  43  Bold  street.  There  is  one  dispensary  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  No.  3  Hordman  street.  It  is  a  large  edifice  of  brick  and  stone, 
and  makes  a  fine  appearance  from  the  street.  This  building  is  owned 
by  the  Dispensary  Corporation.  The  ways  and  means  of  supporting 
the  institution  are  from  voluntary  contributions.  Thus  far  the  build- 
ing has  been  paid  for,  and  a  considerable  sum  in  addition  has.  been 
collected  toward  the  establishing jOf  a  dispensary  fund.  The  number 
patients  treated  the  last  two  years  is  33,461,  and  735  poor  families 
have  been  visited  in  their  homes.  The  total  number  of  visits  made 
to  them  is  3,862.  From  statements  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Pharmacies,  I  should  infer  that  homoeo- 
pathic patronage  was  greatly  on  the  increase,  and  that  physicians  are 
in  demand.  The  prejudice  against  turning  attention  to  homoeopaathy 
fully  accounts  for  the  small  number  of  old  school  physicians  who 
embrace  the  doctrine,  and  yet  in  spite  of  all  the  eiBTorts  to  stifle  inves- 
tigation, the  people,  seemingly,  are  ready  to  discard  Allopathy  and 
come  under  th>e  supervision  of  Homoeopathy,  just  as  fast  as*  well  edu- 
cated physicians  can  be  supplied  them.** —  Chicago  Tribune. 


Call  for  a  Homceopatliio  PhyBiciaoi. 


Harvey,  Albert  Co.,  N.  B.,  Sept.  8,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  : — We  have  just  had  a  six  months'  visit  from  Dr.  L.  G 
Stanford,  a  Homoeopathic  physician  of  Patten,  Maine,  who  was  sent 
for  to  attend  a  bad  case  of  Vertigo,  as  the  patient  continued  to  sink 
under  Allopathic  remedies.     His  success  in  that  case  induced  the 
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people  to  persuade  him  to  prolong  his  stay  for  six  months.  During 
that  time  he  has  had  a  very  extensive  practice,  and  with  such  good 
success  as  to  make  a  large  number  of  friends  to  Homoeopathy,  who 
could  not  now  be  persuaded  to  accept  the  old  mode  of  treatment.  He 
says  he  would  willingly  make  this  country  his  home,  as  he  knows  of 
no  better  field  for  a  Homoeopathic  physician,  but  he  had  previously 
settled  himself  in  Patten,  and  his  business  there  required  his  atten- 
tion. If  he  can  dispose  of  his  effects  there  without  loss,  he  wishes  to 
return  ;  but  as  that  is  doubtful,  he  has  advised  us  to  apply  to  you,  to 
procure  for  us  another  Homoeopathic,  physician.  The  County  of 
Albert  contains  between  nine^aud  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  nearly  all 
of  whom  are  in  good  circumstances,  and  favorable  to  Homoeopathy. 
There  is  plenty  of  room  for  two  good  practitioners  in  the  four  parishes 
into  which  our  County  is  divided.  We  have  a  number  of  Allopathic 
physicians,  but  Homoeopathy  has  been,  until  recently,  almost  unknown 
here.  Could  you  recommend  to  us  a  thorough  Homoeopathic  physi- 
cian, of  strictly  temperate  habits  and  good  morals  ;  a  graduate  of  some 
medical  college  you  are  acquainted  with,  and  who  could  come  here  as 
early  this  Autumn  as  possible  ? 

Should  it  be  required,  we  will  send  a  letter,  signed  by  some  of  our 
most  influential  men ;  or  if  you  wish  to  be  informed,  from  Dr.  Stan- 
ford, concerning  the  field  of  practice,  you  will  please  address  him, 
at  Patten,  Me, . 

I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  from  you  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

From  yours  truly,  '      James  Brewster. 


CUFTON    SPRINGS    WATEB-CX7BE. 


BT  BEV.   PHAnCKI.LV8  CH17BCH,  D.  D. 


The  Clifton  Springs  Water-Cure  merits  some  endeavor  to  set  before 
the  public  its'  excellent  curative  arrangements  and  its  truly  religious 
and  philanthropic  character.  It  began  with  Dr.  Henry  Foster,  in 
1850,  without  capital,  though  now  with  an  investment  in  buildings 
and  grounds  of  probably  $100,000,  which  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  insti- 
tution itself  The  incipient  wooden  buildings,  which  followed  one 
after  another  as  the  growth  of  the  establishment  required,  have  now 
given  place  to  a  partially-finished  brick  structure,  285  feet  long,  with 
spacious  piazza  in  front  the  whole  length,  including  a  central  building 
five  stories  high,  and  two  wings,  each  four  stories,  one  100  feet  deep 
and  the  other  200  or  800,  with  gymnasium  and  other  appendages.  It 
will    accommodate  200  or  800  guests,  and  if  the  experience  of  the 
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future  is  like  the  past,  will  always  have  more   applicants  than  can  be 
admitted. 

It  proceeds  on  the  principle  that^  to  secure  a  healthy  condition  of 
the  body,  a  right  state  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  nature  must  first  be 
established,  with  a  view  to  a  sanitary  use  of  the  appetites  and  activi- 
ties. When  so  much  of  the  building  as  includes  the  chapel  had  been 
completed,  at  services  in  which  Dr.  Hickok,  of  Union  College,  took 
part,  he  said,  "  it  was  intended  to  consecrate  it  to  the  worship  of  the 
Almighty,  and  to  dedicate  the  entire  building  to  the  useful  and  chari- 
table purpose  for  which  it  was  designed."  **  The  idea  originated  in 
Dr.  Foster's  devotion  to  his  Maker  and  intense  love  for  his  race— a 
devotion  and  love  so  plainly  manifested  in  his  never-ceasing  labor  for 
the  cure' of  the  soul  as  well  as  the  body."     "  The  plan  is,"  said  the 

presiding  officer  on  the  occasion,  **  to  make  the  institution  substantially 
eleemosynary — to  be  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  all  evan- 
gelical denominations,  but  moi*e  especially  for  that  of  poor  clergymen 
and  their  families.  A  suf&cient  number  of  patients  will  be  received, 
able  to  pay  the  charges  of  their  board  and  treatment,  to  meet  the 
expense  of  those  who  are  deserving  the  charity  of  the  institution. 
Doctor  Foster's  intention  is  thus  to  devote  the  entire  income  arising 
from  the  receipts  of  the  paying  patients  to  the  noble  cause  of  charity, 
and  especially  of  charity  to  the  Lord* s  poor.  It  will  be  observed  that, 
in  accordance  with  his  design,  no  part  of  the  income  is  to  be  retained 
for  his  own  personal  use." 

Dr.  F.  informs  me  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  obtain  an  endowment  of 
$100,000  to  support  the  medical  attendants,  that  the  proceeds  jnay  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  especially  of  ministers  worn  out  in  the 
service  of  their  Master.  Though  the  property  is  at  present  in  his 
hands,  he  holds  it  in  trust  for  the  public,  and  I  am  told  that  he 
receives  from  its  proceeds  a  limited  salary,  like  its  other  employees. 

The  institution  has  grown  up  under  influences  like  those  of  the 
Muller  Orphan  Asylum  in  England.  It  has  daily  prayers,  two  week- 
day evening  services,  two  sermons  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  frequent 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Many  conversions  are  said  to  occur 
by  its  means,  and  it  compares  well  with  our  most  spiritual  churches 
for  depth,  activity  and  zeal  in  its  piety  and  labors.  It  is  not  exclu- 
sively hydropathic  in  its  treatment,  but  eclectic,  using  homoeopathy 
and  allopathy  in  cases  which  seem  to  require  them.  Nor  is  it  exclu- 
sively vegetarian  in  its  diet,  but  spreads  a  liberally  variegated  table 
to  meet  every  reasonable  requirement  of  the  appetite.  On  the  whole, 
wo  think  the  Christian  public  ought  to  know  that  we  have  such  an 
institution,  that  they  may  take  it  into  account  in  seeking  health  and 
recreation . — Independent, 


Deferred. — Notices  of  new  Journals,   Books,  &c.,   and  several 
interesting  communications. 
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ViiBATBTTH    VIBIDE  in  the    TKEATMENT  of  EBYSIPELAB. 


BT  J.  DRVMMOUD,  ESQ.,  L.  R.  C.  P.  E.,  *C. 

I  > « 


Case  I. — Mrs.  D.,  aet.  24,  became  suddenly  ill  on  April  18th, 
1865.  Whilst  dressing  in  the  morning,  she  noticed  a  flush  of  redness 
with  some  swelling  on  the  side  of  the  nose;  and  feh  wearjr^  with  aoh 
ing  limbs  and  headache.  She  dressed,  however,  and  presided  at  the 
breakfast  table.  Two  hours  afterwards  she  had  a  seve^ce  rigor,  lasting 
half  an  hour,  and  she  was  so, ill  that  she  was  obliged  to  return  to  bed. 
I  saw  her  at  mid-day,  the  faee  was  then  much  swollen,  tight,  throbbing 
and  bursting  headache,  pulse  very  quick,  distressing  nausea,  tongue 
coated  and  dry.  I  ordered  the  face  to  be  sprinkled  with  flour,  and 
gave  Aeon,  a  and  Bell,  a  alternately  every  half  hour.  The  erysipelas 
spread  rapidly,  and  at  night  the  eyes  were  completely  closed,  and  the 
features  obliterated. 

April  19th. — No  improvement,  scalp  painful  and  puffy  for  about 
an  inch  above  the  forehead.  Vomited  twice  during  the  night,  pulse 
very  rapid  and  feeble — complains  of  great  prostration  and  feebleness; 
at  my  request  Mr.  Cox  kindly  saw  the  case  with  me,  and  at  his  sug- 
gestion the  face  was  completely  covered  with  a  mask  of  lint,  moistened 
with  a  lotion  of  thirty  drops  of  Veratrum  Viride  in  half  a  pint  of 
tepid  water,  Rhus  and  Bdl,  were  administered  every  half  hour,  and 
Burgundy,  port  wine  and  beef  tea,  were  given  in  small  but  in  frequently 
repeated  quantities. 

April  20th. — No  decided  change.     The  patient  expresses  a  desir 
to  have  the  lotion  constantly  applied,  and  says  it  relieves  the  pain  and 
burning.     The  erysipelas  is  extending  over  scalp  ;  no  delirium,  but 
complains  of  slightest  noise,  and  is  very  wakeful  and  anxious. 

April  21  St, — The  face  decidedly  better,  and  the  scalp  on  the  vertex 
less  tender  and  pufly.  The  left  ear  and  left  side  of  head  very  painful 
and  swollen.     The  lotion  to  be  applied  very  freely.     From  this  date 
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ihe  symptoms  began  to  abate.  The  erysipelas  wandeted  from  place 
to  place,  now  on  the  &ce,  then  on  the  scalp,  but  by.  the  use  of  the 
lotion  it  was  speedily  dispersed,  and  although  for  a  week  it  appeared 
no  sooner  to  be  allayed  in  one  place  than  it  sprang  up  in  another,  yet 
it  gradually  became  less  severe,  and  the  constitutional  symptoms  im- 
proved. The  patient  was  quite  4ware  of  the  valuable  services  ren- 
dered by  the  lotion,  and  begged  constantly  for  its  renewal,  as  it  relieved 
the  local  suffering.  My  own  conviction  in  this  case  was,  that  we  held 
the  disease  oompleftely  in  check  by  the  VercUriim'Viride,  and  that  a 
few  hours  sufGiced  to  disperse  the  redness  and  swelling,  whilst  the 
pain,  was  mitigated  from  the  first  application  of  the  lotion. 

Case  II. — Mr.  N.,  sat.  62,  employed  in  a  glass  works,  called  upon 
me  on  the  12th  June,  1865.  He  had  been  spending  a  few  days  in  the 
country  and  had  been  exposed  to  excessive  sun  heat.  His  face  was 
greatly  swollen,  and  the  eyelids  so  much  puffed  that  he  could  only 
find  his  way  with  difficulty,  and  he  complained  of  the  burning  and 
stinging  pain  of  the  &ce.  He  had  applied  during  the  two  previous 
days  cream  and  buttermilk,  and  had  taken  some  aperient  medicine,  bat 
without  the  slightest  relief.  As  there  was  little  constitutional  disturb- 
ance I  simply  ordered  him  to  use  the  Veratrum  Viride  as  a  lotion  to 
ihe  face,  by  means  of  lint  moistened  with  it.  This  gave  relief,  and  I 
heard  no  more  about  him  except  ipdirectly  through  his  son. 

Gas£:  III. — Miss  T.  D.,  sat.  19,  after  an  exposure  to  damp  during 
the  catamenial  period,  was  attacked  with  erysipelas.  I  did  not  see 
her  at  the  onset  of  the  disease,  but  she  had  been  advised  to  take  Beii, 
and  Rhtis.  alternately,  and  to  apply  a  saturnine  lotion  to  the  face. 
She  disliked  this  lotion,  and  at  last  refused  to  use  it,  and  gin  and 
water  was  substituted  by  her  friends.  The  next  day  I  visited  her, 
the  nose,  eyes  and  forehead  were  much  swollen,  and  the  scalp  was 
very  sensitive  to  pressure  to  the  vertex,  although  it  did  not  appear 
puffed.  The  only  change  I  suggested  in  the  treatment,  was  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  Veratrum  Viride  for  the  other  lotions.  Amendment 
at  once  set  in,  and  she  was  convalescent  within  the  week,  and  she 
spoke  most  favorably  of  the  effects  of  the  Veratrum, 

Case  IV. — Mrs.  G.,  aet.  46,  a  stout,  plethoric  lady,  with  a  strongly 
marked  gouty  diathesis,  was  taken  ill  on  the  21st  May,  1865.  She 
had  been  sitting  on  the  lawn  watching  some  friends  play  at  croquet 
until  late  in  the  evening;  after  returning  to  the  bouse  she  had  a  severe 
rigor,  followed  by  pungent  fever,  and  distressing,  throbbing  headache. 
I  saw  her  next  day,  pulse  100,  tongue  coated  and  dry,  thirst,  head- 


4ioke»  seirav^  pain  i«  thje.right  l^»:4itd  cQIPi^te.:inA)l>iUt7/.tapiove  it. 
Upon  exaaining  tbe  log»  found  it.inte^ely  r«d. from  the  ,  ii^kle  to 
above  the  knee,  swollen,:  and  cadematous,.  the  .skin  looking  as  thpogb 
it  must  burst.  Jjdw  diet„  Aam.  a  and  SelL  a».  alternately i,  a9d  (^ef#ed 
the  leg  with. strips  of  lint  moistened  .with :F£iri9<rw2>  Iptipn,  which 
were  covered  with  oil  silk.  In  the  evening  tJ»e  fever  lesfi^  8eyere,;^e 
headache  siUU  most  intense,  ordered  Rhus,  andJSe^.,  and  the  lotion 
to  be  continued. 

Mayi&d. — The  headache,  most  distressing,  leg  Ipoks  paler,.but 
the  erysipelatous  blosh  has  extended  up  the  back  of  thfi. thigh.  lotion 
to  be  applied  to  these  pt^rts,  to. take  Merc.  Vivus  a  gr.ij.  immediately 
and  then  continue  the  SeU,  and  Rht$s,  Evening,  the  headache  is  so 
intense  she  declares  she  must  go  mad  if  she  does  not  get  relief,  and 
is  annoyed  at  my  expressing  a  wish  to  examine  the  leg,  which  she 
says  is  comfortable ;  the  erysipelas  less ;  ordered  Glanoine^  and  ^pU 
Mel.  B,  and  the  lotion  to  be  continued. 

May  24th. — After  the  first  dose  of  Glonaine,  fell  asleep  and  slept 
tranquilly  for  two  hours.  Head  much  relieved,  leg  better.  From 
this  date  she  gradually  improved,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  detail  the 
daily  symptoms.  Several  weeks  elapsed  before  she  regained  su£Eicient 
strength  to  move  about,  the  leg  remaining  so  much  swollen  that  she 
could  not  put  a  stocking  on.  She,  however,  gradually  improved  from 
day  to  day,  and  went  to  Wiesbaden,  in  July,  for  the  benefit  of  her 
gouty  symptoms,  from  which  place  I  have  received  most  favorable 
accounts  of  her  progress. 

Remarks. — Veratrum  Viride  has  been  a  favorite  medicine  of  Dr. 
Garth  Wilkinson,  and  to  his  suggestion  we  must  refer,  as  the  original 
proposer  of  this  lotion  in  cases  of  erysipelas.  From  what  I  have  seen 
I  believe  I  may  safely  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  serviceable  rem- 
edies in  our  materia  medica. — (British)  Homceopathic  Observer. 


BROMIDE   OF   AJIOCON^UIC   IN    XPILEP8Y. 

During  the  last  two  years  I  have  called  attention  to  the  Bromide 
of  Ammonium  several  times,  as  being  the  remedy  most  genenerally 
applicable  in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy.  Further  experience  in  its 
use,  and  reports  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  confirm  what  I 
have  stated,  and  have  also  developed  new  uses  of  it.  It  acts  specifi- 
cally on  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  arresting  irritation  upon  which 
determination  of  blood  depends,  and  consequently  spasmodic  action, 
and  so  controlling  the  nutritive  processes,  that  after  a  time,  the  t-en- 
dency  to  such  irritation  is  lost  and  a  permanent  cure  effected. 
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Aoooirdiiig  to  this  theory ,  it  is  the  6pp6site  of  BeUad&nna  and  Hr- 
gat,  which  act  as  dmct  and  somewhat  permanent  stimuliints,  eausing 
<M>ntraotion  of  blood-vessels  and  consequent  freedom  of  eironlation 
when  impaired  by  diiationof  these  as  deseribed  by  Brown  Seqaard. 
It  wonld  therefore  be  indicated  in  those  oases  in  which  there  was  evi- 
dence'of  determination  of  blood,  manifested  by  a  hard  pulse,  redness 
of  surfiice;  tt)sy  hue  of  ndls  and  lips,  flushed  face,  con<(Tacted  pupils, 
etc.,  in  contradistinction  to  those  cases  in  which  the  pulse  is  soft  and 
oppressed,' the  veins  marked,'coldness  of  extremities,  light;  purplish 
pallor  on  excitement,  dilation  of  pupilUs,  et^-.  If  this  be  dotrect,  and 
I  think  it  is 'in  the  main,  we  have  h  pretty  definite  guide  to!  the  use  of 
these  remedies,  not  only  in  epilepsy,  but  also  in  other  diseases. 

My  experience  in  the  treatmeiit  of  epilepsy  has  been  pretty  exten- 
sive, and  therefore  have  had  the'  opportunity  to  thoroughly  tiest  the 
value  of  remedies.  In  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cases  no  advantage  results 
from  treatment,  in  thirty  per  cent,  the  relief  is  temporary,  and*  in  the 
remainder  a  curfe  may  be  effected.  Of  this  sixty,  forty -five  will  yield 
%6  the  use  of  Bromide  of  Ammonium  alone,  pr  in  combination  with 
other  treatment. 

In  the  treatment  of  chronic  disease  we  not  unfrequently  find  that 
spinal  irritation  is  a  very  important  element  of  the  disease,  and  to 
effect  a  cure  this  must  be  removed.  Here  the  Bromide  of  Ammonium 
can  be.  used  with  advantage,  especially  if  the  disease  is  paroxysmal, 
as  regards  pain  or  functional  derangement.  It  also  seems  to  exert  a 
marked  influence  over  the  urinary  secretion  when  this  is  scanty,  its 
passage  attended  with  unpleasant  sensations,  and  loaded  with  uric 
acid.  In  such  case  I  give  it  in  some  mild  diaphoretic  infusion,  or 
largely  diluted  with  water. 

It  has  been  employed  in  epidemic  spinal  meningitis,  with  reported 
success,  modifying  the  irritation,  and  giving  a  better  circulation  of 
blood  ;  in  these  cases  it  is  giten  in  full  doses. 

In  the  treatment  of  diabetes  mellitus  it  will,  I  think,  be  found  a 
valuable  agent,  and  associated  with  remedies  that  gently  stimulate  the 
lived,  and  improve  digestion,  offers  the  best  treatment  I  have  ever 
employed. 

In  some  cases  of  hooping-cough  it  exerts  a  specific  action,  as  it 
does  in  a  few  cases  of  asthma,  and  other  spasmodic  coughs,  but  we 
have  no  guide  to  determine  the  cases  in  which  it  will  prove  available  ; 
hence  its  use  is  entirely  empirical.— -i^r.  /.  M.  Scmdder  in  JEclectic 
Medical  Journal,         ^Tc 
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For  fhe  Atterioan  Homceopathio  Obsenrer. 
CIMICIB'U^A    ZH    THBSATEItBX)    ABOBTIOir. 

BT  B.  8HIBS,  K.  D. 

Case.  I.  Mrs.  G.  H.,  mofiher  of  four  ohildren,  had  daring  pregnanej 
to  rnn  through  the  whole  catalogue  of  ailments.  The  midwife  was  called 
three  or  four  times,  and  had  to  stay  often  two  dajs ;  and  with  head- 
ache, vomiting,  Minting  fits,  etc.,  the  last  fotur  rmonths  of  her  time 
were  filled  up.  This  spring  she  oame  under  my  treatment*  I  gave  her 
a  drachm  vial  of  Cimic^uga  ^,  and  told  her  whenever:  the  bearing 
down  pains  were  felt,!  to  pour  about  ten  d];ops  into  a  tutaUer  half  fall 
of  water,  and  take  a  teaspoonful  every  five  or  ten  minutes.  With  an 
occasional  dose  of  IpecaJc.,  this  was  all  the  treatment  she  received. 
Her  health  was  very  good;  She  was  on  her  feet  up  to  the.  last  min- 
ute, and  was  delivered  of  a  fine  baby ;  the  labor  lasting  about  twenty 
minutes.     Her  getting  up  was  very  good. 

Case  H. — Mrs.  W.,  mother  of  eight  children.  Prolapsus  uteri  for 
about  five  years.  Was  taken  about  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy 
with  false  labor  pains.  Abortion  was  very  likely  to  take  place.  I 
gave  her  Cimidfuga^  with  the  same  directions  as  above.  One  morn- 
ing, sitting  at  the  breakfast  table  she  had  such  a  violent  attack  that 
she  thought  she  should  certainly  miscarry.  She  had  just  time  and 
strength  to  reach  the  bed,  about  four  steps  off,  and  fell  down*.  Her 
daughter  brought  her  the  vial,  she  poured  with  trembling  hands  about 
a  half  drachm  of  the  tincture  in  a  cup  of  water  and  drank  it  out  at 
once.  To  use  her  own  expression,  she  felt  the  pains  ebbing  away. 
In  an  hour  she  was  entirely  well,  got  up  and  walked  about  a  mile  to  a 
neighbor's  house,  where  I  found  her.  About  four  weeks  after  she  had 
only  one  more  and  that  a  slight  attack,  which  yielded  to  a  few  doses 
of  the  remedy,  run  her  full  time  without  accident,  and  was  delivered 
of  a  healthy  boy. 


Por  American  HomGeopathic  Observer* 

INTEBMITTENT   FEVtSt. 


BY  R.  8HIDE,  M .  D. 


The  summer  of  1865  was,  in  my  locality,  Franklin  Co.,  Missouri,  un- 
usually wet.  It  rained  for  three  weeks  daily.  Houses  of  all  descrip- 
tions were  soaked.  My  library  is  so  covered  with  mold  Uiat 
the  titles  of  many  books  are  hardly  visible.  Beds  and  bedding  are 
damp,  and  sunning  and  airing,  when  there  is  an  opportunity,  heb^  <<^^ 
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about  a  day.  Wheat,  barley  and  oats  sprouted  out ;  peaches  and 
apples  rot  iua.  very  :9bort  tim^  and  have  not  their  uAualr  flavor^  Fungi 
of  all  forms  and  of  the  liveliest  oolors,  cover  the  ground  in  untold 
numbers.  Up  to  the  middle  of  September  the  weather  was  unusually 
wttnili  fkvoiifig  the: daMpneM'of  the  atmosphere.. •  ^h^eonsecjuenee is 
that  altnoftt^  every  one  is  down  witii  agua 

My  treatment  in  most  all  simple  cases  is  Cf^^semmum  tincture, 
teti  drops  in' a  hidf  tumbler  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour 
during  the  chill-  and  fefier,  or*  the  ifhole  fever  day.  During  the  inter- 
mission, Atseimeum^\  four  pellets  every  hoar.  In  most  all  cases 
where  no  dau'd^tine  purging  was  resorted  to,  I  succeeded  in  sup- 
preHsitfg  the  tLgaat^  on  the  ninth  day ;  frequently  on  the  third  day ;  but 
sotn^  casen  run  dir  imd  other  <ji:eatment  had  to  be  adopted. 

I  MfiH-reMa^k  that  we  Mve  in^  a  very  healthy  region,  high  and  dry. 
If  I  imi^  ^l^tioittg  in  th«  Wisconsin  bottom,  where  the  fevers  are 
more  violent  and  fatal,  I  might  adopt  other  and  stronger  medication. 

The  fever  here  ends  ofben  with  cramp4ike  puns  in  the  bladder. 
One  patient  stated  thkt  he  jumped  up  fifty  times  a  day  to  urinate, 
and  succeeded  only  a  few  times  in  pressing  out  a  few  drops.  In  one 
case  I  heard  of  it  proved  fatal.  Where  this  disorder  is  slight,  no 
treatment  is  called  for  ;  but  in  others,  treatment  must  be  resorted  to. 
I  have  used  Bryonia  to  cover  the  gastric  symptoms,  and  BJms  for 
the  headache. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 


BT  A.  R.  BALL,  M.  D.,  MABDHALL,    MICH. 


The  responsibility  of  recommending  wcw?  remedies  to  the  profession 
for  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  diseases,  belongs,  in  my  opinion,  to 
abler  if  not  older  votaries  of  Hahnemann.  While  engaged  in  cogita- 
ting upon  this  subject  of  new  remedies,  I  was  reminded  of  the  words 
of  the  Preacher :  **  Is  there  anything  whereof  it  may  be  said,  See, 
this  is  new?  It  hath  been  already  of  old  time  which  wa^  before  its.'' 
It  is  well  known  to  all  of  you,  especially  to  those  who  have  been  edu- 
cated in  the  Allopathic  school,  that  their  materia  mediea  is  made  up 
almost  entirely  from  the  "  say  so's  "  of  old  women  and  quacks^  as  they 
call  every  one  who  is  not  what  they  call  regular. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  in  our  own  school  on  the  subject 
of  the  use  of  remedies  before  they  have  been  proved  upon  the  healthy. 
Some  have  strenuously  opposed  the  administration  of  any  drug  for  the 

*  A  Report  to  Michigan  Homoeopathic  Institute,  Jane,  1S65. 
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cure  of  symptoms  of  disease,  unless  proved^  while  others  have  yen- 
tured  to  administer  any  remejdy  known  to  have  cured .  certai;a  symp- 
toms of  disease  by  repeated  trial,  and  as  I  belong  to  the  latter  olaas^ 
I  do  not  deny  but  th^  saying  is  true  that  "  fools  rush  in  where  wise 
men  dare  not  tread.*'  Whenever,  by  the  administration  of  a  remedy^ 
symptoms  of  disease  are  cured,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  cure  wa^ 
performed  by  the  Homoeopathic  law  of  cure.  As  '*  there  is  nothing, 
new  under  the  stin,'*  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  an, 
M  remedy  used  by  the  people  in  some  parts  of  this  State  as  a  domes- . 
tic  remedy  for  the  ague.    I  refer  to  the 

Chelone  Qi^kBAA— (Snake  Bjead*) 

I  have  used  it  in  decoction  and  tincture,  in  large  and  small  doses, 
with  great. satisfaction  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  my  patients.  In  the 
so-called  Quinine  Cachexia,  in  doses  from  five  to  ten  drops  of  the 
tincture,  three  times  a  day,  it  has  proved  to  be  almost  a  specific  in  my 
hands,  never  having  failed  but  once  in  over  twenty-five  cases.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  recommending  this  remedy  to  the  profession,  in  hopes 
that  in  abler  hands  it  may  become  more  useful. 

BoBiNiA  Pseudo-Acacia. 


/n 


On  the  first  day  of  April  last,  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was  called  to 
the  house  of  a  gentleman  in  this  city,  to  see  two  of  his  children,  who 
the  messenger  said  were  poisoned  by  chewing  the  bark  fh)m  some 
locust  trees  which  had  been  out  down  in  front  of  a  residence  adjoining 
the  premises  of  Mr.  H»  « 

The  children  were  aged  four  and  nine,  respectively.  The  eldest 
was  a  girl,  the  youngest  a  boy*  On  my  arrival,  the  mother,  a  very 
intelligent  lady,  gave  me  the  following  account  (the  fiither  of  the  chil- 
dren being  absent  at  the  time  of  my  arrival).  The  children  were  on 
the  street,  at  play,  just  before  supper  time,  which  was  about  6  o'clock. 
They  were  called  to  supper,  ate  their  supper  as  usual,  and  in  about 
an  hour  afterwards  they  began  to  vomit.  On  her  inquiring  of  the  girl 
what  she  had  been  eating,  she  said  they  had  been  chewing  the  bark 
from  the  locust  trees  which  the  man  cut  down  by  the  walk.  Purging 
soon  succeeded  and  continued  every  few  minutes,  as  also  the  vomit- 
ing, for  about  an  hour,  when  the  purging  was  changed  to  a  more  £re« 
quent  inclination  to  evacuate  the  bowels,  but  with  but  little  succeas. 
I  arrived  at  nine  o'clock,  as  before  stated ;  the  little  boy.  was  appai* 
rently  asleep ;  the  little  girl  was  on  the  vessel  trying  to  evacuate  the, 
bowels,  with  apparent  tenesmus  and  great  pain ;  a  very  little  dark 
liquid  was  in  the  chamber,  on  the  mother's  removing  her  to  the  bed. 
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The  boy  awoke  iti  about  five  minutes  ancl  vomited  a  little  watery,  sour 
smelling  substance,  with  much  retdhing.  Oalled  for  water,  and  seemed 
very  much  prostrated.  Pulse  56 ;  hands  and  feet  cold ;  no  perspira- 
tion; pupils  contracted.  Gave  tincture  Camphora,  in  water,  five 
drops  every  ten  minutes.  After  the  third  dose,  vomiting  and  urging 
to  stool  somewhat  relieved.  In  thirty  minutes  pulse  62,  and  extrem- 
ities warm.  The  Camphor  continued  once  in  half  an  hour.  At  11 
o'clock  the  urging  to  stool  ceased  and  was  succeeded  by  involuntary 
passages  from  the  bowels,  not  observed  by  the  little  sufferer.  The 
thirst  great  all  the  time.  By  12  o'clock  M.,  pulse  75,  and  vomiting 
ceased,  as  also  the  involuntary  passage  from  the  bowels.  The  Cam- 
phor continued  once  an  hour,  with  directions  that  if  they  slept,  not  to 
wake  them  to  give  the  medicine,  One  or  two  doses  only  were  given 
before  they  slept  soundly  and  waked  late  in  the  morning,  feeling  ex- 
tremely weak  and  decidedly  opposed  to  chetving  bark  ;  otherwise  quite 
well.  I  omit  giving  the  symptoms  of  the  other,  as  they  were  pre- 
cisely alike  in  every  particular. 

The  above  was  but  just  noted  when  1  received  the  American  Ho- 
mceopathic  Observer  for  April,  containing  the  very  interesting  article 
on  this  remedy,  by  Dr.  Burt.  I  have  had  but  few  opportunities  of 
testing  this  powerful  remedy,  as  yet,  but  I  think  you  willi  by  trial; 
find  it  a  very  valuable  medicine  in  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  bow- 
els, as  well  as  those  of  the  glandular  system. 


aEIiSEMINTJM    SElMilPEB    VIBENS. 


Dr.  Henry  Bradford  communicates  to  the  American  Dricg^ists' 
Circular  the  following : 

GELSEHINUM  IN   HYSTERIA. 

Some  years  since  I  had  a  troublesome  case  of  hysteria ;  the  case 
was  a  lady  of  about  40  who  had  injured  her  health  seriously  by  dosing 
with  patent  medicines.  After  trying  a  great  variety  of  medicines, 
with  only  temporary  relief,  knowing  the  sedative  powers  of  Gelsemi- 
num^  I  gave  that  a  trial,  with  complete  success  ;  and  the  lady  aban- 
doning her  patent  nosorums,  soon  regained  good  health.  The  above 
was  seven  years  since,  and  she  has  been  but  little  troubled  with  hys- 
teria since.  If  she  feels  any  symptoms  of  it,  a  dose  of  Creheminum. 
removes  the  trouble  forthwith.  Since  her  case,  I  have  used  Gelsem- 
intim  for  hysteria,  almost  \jfco  the  exclusion  of  everything  else.  If  it 
has  gone  to  the  extent  of  producing  convulsions,  I  give  chloroform  by 
inhalation,  su£Eioient  to  arrest  the  convulsions,  but  short  of  producing 
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anaosihesia;  and  then  administer  tinetare  of  Gre^Mtoitntim,  twenty 
drops  every  hoar,  until  it  produces  drowsiness.  Sometimes  the  first 
dose  is  sufGicient,  and  it  rarely  r^niree  the  third ;  then  smaller  doses, 
p.  r.  n.,  to  keep  ihe  nei^yons  system  quiet,  until  the  exciting  cause, 
whatever  it  may  be,  can  be  removed,  if  possible.  I  would  say,  en 
passant,  that  I  have  treated  three  cases  of  hysterical  convulsions  in 
males ;  one  was  a  boy  of  14  years ;  the  others,  22  and  80  years  of 
age.     All  were  of  course  of  nervous,  excitable  temperament." 

Gelseminum  is  doubtless  an  admirable  remedy  in  hysteria,  but  it 
is  not  at  all  nJBcessaxy  to  give  massive  does.  Drop  doses  would  doubt- 
less have  been  sufficient  in  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Bradford,  and 
drop  doses  of  the  first  dilution,  prepared  from  firesh  tincture,  will  be 
strong  enough  in  nearly  every  case. 


-  ♦  •>■ 


f  uflfe  Mniitt^y  tit. 


The  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  a  quarterly 
magazine  of  the  hom<£opathio  practice  of  medicine  and  medical 
science  in  general,  edited  by  Geo.  E.  Shipman,  M.  D.,  published 
by  C.  S.  Halsey,  Chicago,  Ills.  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  Oct.  1865.  Oc- 
tavo, 112  pps.     $3  per  annum. 

The  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  conducted  and  published  by  the  Fac- 
ulty of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania. 
Published  by  A.  J.  Tapel,  Philadelphia.  48  pages.  $3  per 
annum. 

We  have  here  two  new  candidates  for  the  patronage  of  the  pro- 
fession. The  first  is  published  under  the  direction  of  the  **  Western 
Institute  of  Homasopatkiff**  and  is  wholly  a  ♦Western  enterprise. 
When  the  name  of  "  U.  S.  Journal"  was  proposed,  Dr.  Temple,  a 
member  of  the  Institute  objected,  saying  '*  it  would  imply  that  all  the 
States  were  to  be  represented,  whereas  it  is  essentially  a  Western 
journal,  and  should  have  a  Western  title." 

The  Hahnemannian  Monthly  is  devoted  to  the  advocacy  of  high 
potencies  and  the  interests  of  the  Philadelphia  Homoeopathic  College. 

The  Introductory  says  : — **  Some  four  years  ago,  a  number  of  the 
oldest  Homoeopathic  physicians  met  at  New  York,  and  agreed  to  sup- 
port and  sustain  a  Homoeopathic  Monthly  Journal,  devoted  to  the 
explanation  and  defence  of  the  true  Homouopathic  principles,  declar* 
ing  that  it  was  necesisary  to  do  so,  as  erroneous  doctrines .  had  led  to 


I 
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errooeoas  praotioe^  and  apuotmoiog  tfa^fciil|f»  tiine  kad  wm&  'Wbaik  tiui 
onward  coiub^oC  well-mQai4)lgibiit  iUriiifiHrmi^d  journals  and  teaoheni 
should  be  exposed  and  ehecked,,  lok  ibis  manner  aiid  f<^  that  puitpoaa 
originated  >the  American  if (nn(gop(Uk4fi  Jteview^  which<  has  done  inered- 
ibly  more  than  was  at^fiist: anticipate  in  the  promulgjwtipn  of  triM. 

Homceopathy The  friends  of  the  JBmeie?  have  held  jearljciaaet* 

ings  to  devise  together  how  this  great  object  could  b^9t  b,e  served. 
At  such  a.meeting*  held  in  thii»  city  on  the  3d  of  June  of  tiiis  year» 
it  was  considered  important,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  HpmoMipath* 
icians  and  Homqeopathists  was  rapidly  increasing,  and  as  one  jo%unfwl_ 
alone  was  no  longer  deemed  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  in  view, 
to  add  another  monthly  paper.*' 

Are  the  editors  of  the  llahner?iannian  Monthly  really  amusing 
themselves  with  the  delusion  that  the  **  American  Homosopathic  Re» 
view**  and  their  monthly  are  the  only  Homoeopathic  periodicals,  and 
that  those  who  think  as  they  do  are  the  only  true  Homoeopathists  ? 

Prof.  Ad.  Lippe,  who  appears  to  be  the  principal  editor  of  the 
Hahnemannian  Monthly,  says,  in  one  of  his  lectures,  as  quoted  on 
page  138  of  the  "  Monthly,"  "  The  Homoeopathician  is  liberal,  and 
contends  that  the  whole  scale,  from  the  crude  natural  substance,  up 
to  the  higher  and  highest  infinitesimals,  should  be  open  to  the  choice 
and  practice  of  every  sensible  and  candid  person." 

This  is  admirable.  But  in  reviewing  Prof.  Helmuth's  work  on 
diphtheria  he  breathes  a  very  different  spirit.  He  asks  Dr.  Helmuth 
''  Does  he  also  subscribe  to  Mr.  Pope's  heresy,  that  a  man  may  believe 
in  the  potentiation  theory  or  not;  if  he  only  claims  to  adopt  the  name 
he  is  '*  aU  right?**  And  does  he  still  subscribe  as  before  to  the  her- 
esy of  Dr.  Holcombe,  who,  among  other  palpable  absurdities,  says, 
that  if  Hahnemannism  was  Homoeopathy  it  would  have  been  dead 
long  ago  ?  Does  he  join  Pope  and  Hempel  in  the  famous,  but  scan- 
dalous testimony  given  at  Toronto?  And  does  he  think  all  this  a 
worthy  effort  to  establish  on  a  firmer  basis  the  grand  system  of  medi- 
cine, whose  founder  was  the  immortal  Hahnemann  ?  Immortal — ^bat 
neither  in  such  diphtheria  ''  treatment,"  nor  in  Dr.  Holoombe's  slan- 
ders, nor  in  Pope's  support  of  Hempelisms." 

AU  this,  with  the  use  of  such  epithets  as  the  following :  ''The 
sneering  critic,"  "  the  eclectic,"  "  the  mongrel,"  "  the  materialist," 
''  reckless,"  ''  unscientific,"  etc.,  etc.,  are  entirely  put  of  place.  In- 
stead of  serving  the  cause  of  truth,  he  is  merely  engendering  feelings 
of  bitterness  among  those  whose  purposes  are  equally  good.  Pro- 
fessors Helmuth  and  Hempel,  Doctors  Pope  and  Holcomb,  and  a  host 
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of  other  e«rneBt  ^orkers^  may  not:  be  Homooopathifltsaeoordinf  to  .Br. 
Lippe's  idea ;  but  when  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  school  highlj  esteem 
their  labors,  common  courtesy  calls  fbr  the  use  of  more  respectful 
language,  and  we  think  that  unless  it  is  intended  to  make  hyper-criti- 
cism a  leading  feature  of  the  '*  Hahnemannian  Monthly/'  a  change  of 
tone  will  be  advisable. 

In  typographical  appearance  the  United  States  Journal  takes  t)ie 
lead ;  in  fact  it  is  the  best  printed  periodical  we  have  had  since  the 
publication  of  the  United  States  Journal  of  SomcBopathy^  which 
unfortunately  failed  after  two  years  of  publication*  The  present 
number  is  embellished  with  one  very  well  executed  wood  engraving 
of  the  Ftdsatilla  NtUta^lliana,  and  a  colored  lithograph,  representing 
the  eruptions  caused  by  that  drug. 

The  editor  says  **  He  will  seek  to  make  it  a  journal  of  progress—- 
upholding  nothing  false  because  it  is  old,  and  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  all  past  ages, — embracing  nothing  false  because  it  is  new,  how- 
ever endorsed  by  great  names,  or  bedecked  with  specious  pretences ; 
seeking  to  imitate  Hahnemann  in  his  patient  yet  vigorous  search  for 
truth,  in  his  casting  off  all  trammels  of  caste  and  custom  which  could 
impede  his  progress,  but  not  feeling  at  all  bound  to  believe  everything 
which  he  believed,  or  to  do  everything  which  he  did.  The  Homoeo- 
pathic school  is  not  done  yet — not  ready  to  be  fenced  in  and  covered 
over — not  ready  to  devise  a  bed  on  which  every  one  must  lie,  nor  set 
up  a  standard  to  which  every  one  must  conform.  That  which  she 
demands — freedom  of  thought  and  action— -she  should  be  ready  to 
grant,  and  welcome  all  as  fellow-workers  in  the  great  labor  of  improv- 
ing the  science  and  art  of  Medicine,  who  sincerely  devote  themselves 
to  this  holy  purpose.'* 

We  have  now  the  North  American  Journal,  the  American  Homa^ 
opathic  Review^  and  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly^  three  magazines, 
two  monthly  and  one  quarterly,  published  in  the  East ;  the  United 
States  Medical  and  Surgiccd  Journal^  the  Medical  Investigator,  the 
Western  Homcsopathic  Observer  the  American  JIomoBopatkist,  and  the 
American  Homczopathic  Observer^  four  monthlies  and  one  quarterly, 
published  in  the  West.  Why  this  disproportion  ?  Why  should  not  a 
city  like  Boston,  having  resident  there  some  of  the  most  talented 
Homoeopathists  in  the  country,  publish  at  least  one  journal  ? 

We  are  much  gratified  at  the  evidence  of  enterprise  exhibited  by 
these  publications,  and  hope  they  will  enter  upon  a  career  of  useful- 
ness and  honor. 
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A  Mbmo&ial  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  City  Hospital;  witk 
statistios  and  facts  showing  the  comparative  merits  of  Homoeo- 
pathy and  Allopathy^  as  shown  by  treatment  in  European  hospitals. 
By  Albert  J.  Bellows,  M.  V,  Boston :  Published  by  Otis 
Clapp. 

When  we  know  that  in  private  practice  the  mortality  under  Ho- 
moeopathic practice  is  not  much  more  than  half  what  it  is  under  Allo- 
pathic, we  should  leave  no  honorable  means  untried  to  induce  those  who 
control  our  hospitals  to  perniit  the  introduction  of  the  new  practice. 
In  some  of  our  hospitals  dysenteric  patients  have  been  drugged  with 
epsom  salts,  and  death  after  death  occurred  in  cases  where  the  mild 
measures  of  Homoeopathic  practice  would  have  cured.  Typhoid  fever 
cases  of  a  se^ierc  type  are  expected  to  die.  Hundreds  of  deaths 
occur,  not  naturally,  in  consequence  of  disease,  but  unnaturally, 
because  of  improper  treatment.  While  this  is  so,  the  Homoeopathic 
physician  should  not  be  satisfied  mth  merely  extending  the  circle  of 
a.  profitable  practice ts ;  its  benefits  must  be  tendered  to  the  poor 
who  throng  the  hospitals  in  all  our  large  cities.  Trustees  may  refuse, 
and  Allopathic  prejudice  rule  for  a  time>  but  it  will  be  otherwise 
hereafter. 

Dr.  Bellows,  in  behalf  of  a  Committee,  presented  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Free  City  Hospital  of  Boston,  a  petition,  signed  by  some  800 
leading  citizens,  with  a  memorial,  showing  in  a  very  lucid  manner  the 
difference  between  Allopathy  and  Homoeopathy,  and  the  superiority 
of  the  latter.  By  his  admirable  presentation  of  the  truths  of  Homoe- 
opathy, he  has  conferred  an  obligation  on   the  whole  fraternity. 

He  sums  up  with  the  following  conclusions  : 

1st.  That  in  Physiology,  Pathology,  Nosology,  and  everything  per- 
taining to  the  management  of  patients,  except  Therapeutics,  the  Old 
School  and  the  Homoeopathic  agree. 

2d.  That  in  Therapeutics,  Allopathists  have  no  standard  but  expe- 
rience, and  no  means  of  testing  the  value  of  medicine  but  experiments 
on  the  sick,  which  they  have  in  common  with  all  classes  of  empirics, 
and  which  they  acknowledge  to  have  been  the  means  of  killing  mill- 
ions of  patients. 

3d.  That  the  result  of  all  this  sacrifice,  and  the  experience  of  six 
thousand  years,  has  only  established  the  fact  that  six  medicines  are 
useful  in  as  many  different  diseases,  and  that  all  other  articles  of  the 
materia  medica,  as  now  used,  are  either  useless  or  do  more  harm  than 
good ;  but ,  that,  nevertheless,  these  dangerous  experiments  are  still 
being  tried  in  all  our  hospitals,  some  doctors  having  faith  in  one  arti- 
cle and  some  in  another.  ^ 

4th.  That  Homoeopathists  have  discovered  a  law  of  Nature  by 
wbich,  without  experimenting  on  the  sick,  the  virtues  of  all  medicines 
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can  be;tQ3t6<}  and  %\\e  symptoms,  of  disoas^ascertained,  which  each  is 
adapted  U>  cure. 

5th,  tf  hat,  by  the  application  of  this  law,  over  three  hundred  med- 
icines have  already  been  |)royed,'and  have  the  confidence  of  all  Ho- 
moBOpathio  practitioners,  some  fifty  of  which  have  been  used  for  more 
than  fifty  years  for.  the  same  symptoms  of  disease,  and  with  the  same 
£atisfap>tQry  results ;  and  that  doctors  who  h^tve  practiced  both  ways 
declare  that  joaany  diseasi^s  considered  incurable  Dy  Allopathic  treat- 
ment are  proved  to  be  curable  by  Homoeopathic  treatment. 

6th.  That  it  is  susceptible  of  proof,  that  under  the  same  collab^M 
circumstances,  Homoeopathy  will  save  fifty  per  oent.  mora-of  life  thui 
Allopathy. 

7tb.  That  it  saves  al^  the  suffering  from  lancets,  hot  irons,  caus- 
tics, cataplasms,  emetics,  cathartics,  and  the  whole  paraphernalia  of 
torments  which  so  terrify  patients  and  so  disgrace  the  profession,  to 

anothic^g  of  drug  diseases  which  are  entailed  on  almost  all  who 
e  poisonous  medicines  in  Allopathic  doses;  saves  at  least  one- 
quarter  of  the  time  of  the  patient,  and  consequi^ntly  one-quartaf.  of 
his  average  expense  of  treatment,  besides  saving  at  lea^t  nine-tenths 
of  the  expense  of  medicines ;  and  this  last  item  is  not  inconsiderable, 
the  Apothecary's  Report  for  Belle vue  Hospital  for  1856  showing  a 
disbursement  of  nearly  five  thousand  dollars  for  drugs  and  medicines. 
8th.  That  its  doctrines  and  practices  are  all  consonant  with  Na- 
ture's .common  laws,  and  all  commend  themselves  to  the  common  sense 
of  all  intelligent  men  who  understand  and  practice  them 

Cactus  Grandiflorus.  Translated  from  the  original  by  Ad.  Lippe, 
M.  D.;  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  at  the  HomoBopathic  College 
of  Pennsylvania.     Philadelphia:  F.  E.  Boericke.    1865.    Pp.32. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  which  has  lately  been  issued, 
and  which  may  probably  be  read  by  those  who  have  not  already 
perused  the  proving  of  the  "  Cactus,'*  whibh  has  appeared  in  the  Brit- 
ish Jourtial  of  Homoeopathy,  the  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer,  the  American  Homoeo- 
pathic Review,  and  other  periodic^ils.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the 
medicine  in  question  will  become,  ere  long,  one  of  the  polychrests, 
and  from  its  peculiar  sphere  of  action  on  the  circulatory  apparatus, 
will  occupy  a  very  conspicuous  place  in  the  materia  medica  of  our 
School.  That  mistakes  may  have  been  made  in  the  translations,  may 
be  very  true,  but  that  they  are  correated  in  the  "  Preface  by  the 
Translator  "  with  a  wrong  animus y  is  also  to  our  mind  a  very  palpable 
fact.  The  correction  of  ant/  errors  that  may,  in  any  manner,  hav« 
been  introduced  into  the  materia  medica,  is  not  at  all  incompatible 
with  a  continuajtion  of  unity  among  homoeopathists,  but  yet  it  appears 
not  only  in  the  preface  of  the  pamphlet  alluded  to,  but  in  very  many 
articles  that  have  of  late  appeared,  particularly  in  the  American  Re- 
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vkw,  that  there  exists  a  sfririt  ^ieh  tends  to  divide  the  Biembera  of 
the  Homoeopathic  School.     Whether  we  look  into  the  address  before 
the  Hahnemannian  Institate,  the  letters  to  Dr.  Pope,  the  ''  first  hun- 
dred mistakes  "  that  appeared  in  an  an  obsolete  sheet  known  as  "  the 
HomoDopathic  News/'  the  criticisms  upon  writers  of  materia  medics 
or  other  prodnctions,  we  cannot  fail  to  observe,  in  everj  single  one  of 
them,  an  nnder-current  which  savors  of  anything  bat  an  effort  to 
establish  on  a  firmer  basis  the  grand  system  of  medicine  whose  founder 
,was  the  immortal  Hahnemann.    Let  us  illustrate  our  meaning.    In 
the  preface  of  the  pamphlet,  for  instance,  we  find : — "  The  notes  left 
out  stamp  Dr.  Rubini  to  be  a  true  Hahnemannian ;  by  omitting  them 
he  may  be  claimed  by  '  the    other  side."     Those  last  three  words 
are  entirely  out  of  place  in  a  work  which  proposes  to  elevate  the  stan- 
dard of  materia  medica.     Does  this  ''  other  side  "  mean  the  "  Allo- 
pathic," or  does  the  author  believe  there  is  now  established,  or  that 
there  will  be  forthcoming,  two  or  more  parties  among  the  Homosopath- 
ists  ?    There  is  no  **  other  side  "  among  true  HomoBopathists.    There 
are,  certainly,  men  who  havo  dissimilar  ideas  with  regard  to  the  doses 
to  be  employed,  but  vrko/oUow  the  great  km  of  cure  in  the  selection 
ef  their  remedial  agents^vfi^  because  Dr.  A.  may  conceive  the  higher 
potencies  to  be  better,  or  Dr.  B.  regards  the  exclusively  low  to  be 
more  beneficial,  or  Dr.  C.  would  say  that  so  long  as  there  is  exhibited 
in  the  human  race  a  difference  of  form  and  feature,  a  difference  of 
temperament,  a  difference  in  susceptibility  to  medicinal  action,  a 
difference  in  the  mode  of  life,  that  different  potencies  are  required ; 
and  yet  each  of  these  physicians  selects  his  medicine  in  accordance 
with  the  symptoms,  and  follows  the  law  Similia  similibus  curantur  in 
the  choice  of  the  different  means,  there  is  no  reason  that  Dr.  A. 
should  be  placed  one  side  and  slurringly  styled  ''  a  high  dilutionist," 
or  Dr.  B.  given  another  position  and  called  '•  a  non-horn oeopathist,"  or 
Dr.  C.  set  apart  as  the  representative  of  "  another  party  "  and  desig- 
nated as  a  "mongrel  "  or  **a  quack."     There  are  a  great  variety  of 
Protestant  denominations  in  religion,  but  because  one  individual  may 
be  a  Presbyterian  and  another  an  Episcopalian,  they  are  none  the  less 
Protestants.     Really,  we  believe  that  much  bad  feeling,  not  to  say 
personal  enmity,  is  engendered  by  Homoeopathists  allowing  their  ideas 
with  reference  to  dose  to  bias  them  in  their  opinions  of  their  brothers, 
who  may  perhaps  be  laboring  in  good  earnest  for  the  one  great,  grand 
cause  of  Homoeopathy.     At  the  last  meetings  of  the  Western  Insti- 
tute and  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  it  gave   us  great 
pleasure  to  observe  the  unity  of  sentiment  that  prevailed  upon  this 
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point ;  -  a&d  it  should  be  lh«  greftt  effort  of  every 'meniberiovfilie'Seliool 
sot  to  neparate  it  into  fitotiotis,  but  to  combine  in  one  great  harmoni* 
ons  system,  which  shall  erer  shed  blessings  npon  the  hnman  family. 
Again,  we  see,  toward  the  end  of  **  The  Pritface"  that  the  Hahn- 
emannian  materia  medica  is  styled  a  caricature,  and  that  its  claims  to 
AUTBOKiTt  are  fbnnd  in  the  fact  that  since  the  year  of  its  publication 
"tioadveree  reviews  have  appeared"  This  materia  medica  was  the 
work  of  considerable  labor,  and  has  very  many  articles  and  notes  of 
great  value  to  those  who  look  for  ihem.  The  absence  of  advpse 
reviews  in  literature  neither  *'  makes  or  breaks  "  any  publication  of 
any  creed  or  any  denomination.  A  work  must  stand  upon  its  own 
merits.  The  unkind  use  of  the  word  amcature  is  in  no  way  applica- 
ble to  the  fasciculus  in  question.  There  have  been  other  works  on 
Materia  Medica  of  which  but  a  single  number  appeared,  and  which 
probably  tiie  translator  has  fnrgotten.  Let  us  do  away  with  this  bick- 
ering, and  let  us  labor  in  earnest  fbr  a  good  cause. — Western Homao- 
pathic  Observer. 

The  Use  of  the  Lartnqoscopb  in  Diseases  of  the  Throat  ;  with 
AN  Appendix  on  Rhinoscopt.  By  Dr.  Morbll  Mackenzie,  &c., 
Ac.  Published  from  the  London  edition,  by  Lindsay  &  Bl&kiston, 
Philadelphia,  pp.  160.    1866. 

Some  little  experience  is  required  in  the  use  of  this  new  instru- 
ment, but  with  the  aid  of  this  very  well-prepared  manual,  no  very 
great  difficulty  will  be  encountered.  Physicians  who  desire  to  keep 
up  with  the  improvements  of  the  age  should  procure  the  book. 

New  Tore  Homgsopathio  Sooiett  Transactions. — We  have  a 
few  copies  left  of  this  very  valuable  volume,  which  we  will  send  with 
pleasure  to  any  of  our  subscribers  who  will  remit  the  postage,  24 
cents. 

What  is  Homosopatht  ?  and  Why  is  it  safer  and  better  than  the  old 
practice  of  medicine  ?    By  L.  Barnes,  M.  D. 

An  excellent  tract  for  general  distribution. 

We  arc  under  obligation  to  D.  E.  Smith,  M.  D.,  for .  a  copy  of 
"  Proceedings  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  1862." 

The  Physician's  Visiting  List,  Diary,  and  Book  op  Engagements, 
for  1866.     Published  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Philadelphia. 

Well  bound,  good  paper,  and  quite  convenient. 
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Plain  Di&egtionb  for  the  .treatment  of  Cbolera  and  Epidemic  Diar- 
rhoea, and  for  their  preveptjon,  by  William  JBayes,  M.  D.,  (Hon.) 
Published  by  Heney  Turner  &  Co.,  77  Fleet-^t.,  London,  England. 

Should  the  Asiatic  Cholera  again  visit  our  shores,  small  works  of 
this  kind,  (8  pages  octavo)  with  the  requisite  medicines  should  be 
supplied  to  all  Homoeopathic  families,  that  the  premonitory  diarrhoea 
may  be  promptly  met,  and  even  severe  symptoms  relieved.  .When 
the  physician  arrives,  he. will  then  find  it  quite  easy  to  conduct  such 
cases  to  a  favorable  termination. 


"» ♦  ^ 


Mitim. 
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In  response  to  a  call  pursuant  to  a  resolution  passed  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  homoeopathic  practitioners  of  Canada  West  in 
1863,  the  following  named  gei^tlemen  met  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  in 
London,  Sept.  20,  1865^  to  organize  an  dissociation,  through  which  the 
combined  eflForts  of  the  profession  mftyibe  directed  to- the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  homoeopathip  medicine  in  Canada: 

William  Springer,. M.D..  of  Ingersoll;  Q.  C.  Field,  M.  D.,  of 
Woodstock ;  J.  J.  Lancaster,  M.  D.,  of  London ;  E.  Vernon,  M.  D., 
of  Hamilton;  F.  G.  Caulton,  M.  D..  of  Guelph;  C.  T.  Campbell,  M. 
D.,  of  Strathroy  ;  L.  F.  Crawford,  M.  D.,  of  Hamilton  ;  R.  J.  P. 
Morden,  M.  D.,  of  London ;  A.  H.  Thompsoa,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Thomas  : 
H.  C.  Allen,  M.  D.,  of  Brantford ;  A.  T.  Bull,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo  •  T. 
P.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  and  E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit, 
besides  several  students,  and  numerous  friends  of  the  cause. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Field  was  appointed  temporary  Chairman,  and  Dr. 
Allen  temporary  Secretary ;  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Ver- 
non, Lancaster,  Springer,  Crawford  and  Allen,  appointed  to  report  a 
permanent  organization. 

The  committee  reported  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  with  the 
following  officers  : 

Gr.  C.  Field,  M.  D.,  President ;  J.  J.  Lancaster,  M.  D.,  Vice  Pres- 
ident; H.  C.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Springer  moved,  seconded,  by  Dr.  Caulton,  that  Drs.  Morden, 
Vernon  and  Crawford,  be  committee  on  credentials.     Carried. 
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Moved  by  Dr.  Morden,  seobnded  by  Dr.  Springer,  that  the  fee  for 
membership  be  one  dollar,  and  the  annual  fee  the  same.     Carried. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Springer,  seconded  by  Dr.  Crawford,  Prof.  T. 
P.  Wilsoti,  of  Cleveland,  Dr.  B.  A.  Lodge,  of  Detroit,  and  Dr.  A.  T. 
Bull,  of  Baffalo,  were  elected  honorary  members,  and  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  proceedings. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  £.  H.  Drake,  of  Detroit,  regretting 
his  inability  to  attend  the  convention,  but  admonishing  the  members, 
that  as  '*  the  welfare  of  the  rode  was  involved  in  the  success  of  horn- 
ceopathy,"  they  should  be  zealous  in  maintaining  the  honor  of  the 
cause. 

The  President  then  called  upon  Dr.  Lodge  to  address  the  Convene 
tion,  which  he  did,  in  substance,  as  follows  : 

I  am  pleased  to  meet  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  Canada  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  objects  of  your  Association  are  of  interesi 
to  us  all.  We  think  it  will  be  found  that  these  organizations  perform 
services  to  the  whole  fraternity,  that  could  not  be  rendered  by  iikdi« 
vidual  effort. 

I  present  a  word  of  friendly  greeting  from  the  Michigan  Ham" 
ceopathic  Institute.  We  desire  to  cultivate  your  friendship,  and  will 
send  delegates  to  your  meetings.  We  hope  that  you  will  reciprocate. 
We  shall  always  warmly  welcome  your  representatives,  and  cordially 
invite  them  to  participate  in  our  deliberations. 

We  hail  with  emotions  of  gratitude,  every  effort  that  is  made  to 
extend  the  knowledge  of  our  system  of  practice,  and  to  improve  the 
present  standing  of  the  profession.  To  advance  our  art  we  are 
devoting  some  little  attention  in  Michigan.  Of  my  own  efforts  it 
does  not  become  me  to  speak,  and  I  will  merely  state  the  fact,  that 
our  Magizine,  '*  The  American  HdmoBopathic  Observer,'^  is  the  only 
Medical  Journal  now  published  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Some 
years  ago,  our  Legislature  appointed  a  chair  of  homoeopathy  in  tho 
State  University.  By  the  culpable  neglect  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 
this  chair  yet  remains  vacant.  The  people  expressed  their  desire  to 
have  homoeopathy  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  allopathy,  and 
this  is  right.  Under  our  government  no  system  can  properly  claim 
exclusive  patronage  or  support.  The  allopaths  cannot  demand  that 
their  students  shall  be  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  but  oars 
must  go  out  of  the  State  to  be  taught.  We  do  not  intend  that  this 
injustice  shall  be  perpetuated  if  we  can  avoid  it. 

When  I  came  to  Michigan  seven  years  ago,  there  were  one  hun- 
dred homoeopathic  physicians  in  the  State.    Now  we  have  over  two 

18 
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hundred,  and  many  very  desirable  locations  unooeupied.  Our  cause 
may  not  have  been  as  rapid  here  as  in  some  other  places,  but  the 
advance  has  been  steady.  We  have  had  no  permanent  repulse.  Our 
whole  line  has  been  strengthened,  and  we  are  prepared  to  resist  every 
opposition. 

An  unmistakable  evidence  of  true  progress,  is  Jfound  in  the  in* 
crease  of  our  literature.  Notwithstanding  the  doubling  of  the  cost 
of  production,  new  books  and  new  magazines  succeed  each  other  with 
rapidity.  A  laudable  degree  of  emulation  has  been  aroused,  and 
good  will  doubtless  result. 

Additional  provings  of  our  indigineous  plants  are  being  made.  The 
first  book  edited  by  Dr.  Hale  was  merely  the  pioneer  in  this  direction ; 
more  complete  works]^will  follow. 

Our  Colleges  advance  the  requirements  preliminary  to  graduation. 
A  host  of  talented  young  men  are  studying  in  offices  of  our  physicians. 
The  classes  of  the  coming  winter  in  our  Collegate  Institutions  will 
doubtless  be  larger  than^ever  before.  A  mere  glance  at  what  has  been 
already  accomplished,  and  what  is  now  doing,  must  encourage  each 
one  of  us  to  work  with  still  greater  fidelity  for  the  universal  establish- 
ment of  our  beneficent  art  of  healing. 

After  some  discussion  and  remarks  on  the  above,  Proft  Wilson,  on 
being  called,  said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  homoeopathic  fraternity  of  Canada : — It  is 
with  unfeigned  pleasure  I  meet  you  on  this  occasion,  and  extend  to 
you  '  the  cordial  greeting  of  my  medical  brethren  of  the  States,  and 
receive  from  you,  for  them,  the  warm  and  unmistakably  genuine  sym- 
pathies you  give  in  return. 

Annexation  I  know  is  a  vexed  question  with  you,  on  which  a 
multitude  of  words  and  small  oceans  of  ink  have  been  used ;  and 
heaven  forbid  I  should  add  aught  to  their  number.  But  standing 
here,  I  realize  that  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  the  course  of  events  is 
irresistably  solving  the  problem  for  us.  For  the  two  great  nations, 
lying  one  on  either  side  of  the  great  chain  W  lakes,  like  counter  tides 
in  their  flow,  are  surely  and  swiftly  rushing  into  each  other's  arms. 
The  great  treaty  of  reciprocity  under  which  we  have  been  so  pleas- 
antly and  profitably  living,  has  long  been  the  ensig^  for  our  commer- 
cial annexation.  And  when  that  treaty  shall  be  broken,  as  we  know 
it  soon  must,  its  fractured  links  will  be  gathered  up,  and  welded  into 
a  new  and  stronger  chain,  which  shall  be  a  new  and  stronger  bond  of 
union  between  the  Canadian  provinces  on  the  north,  and  the  United 
States  on  the  south. 
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But  whether  we  shall  ever  become  one  politically  or  not,  I  know 
not ;  or  whether  you  desire  it  or  not,  I  know  not,  and  I  care  not  to 
stop  now  and  inqaire,  but  I  shall  ever  count  this  as  one  of  the  proud- 
est days  of  my  life,  that  I  have  been  privileged  to  stand  here,  and  aid 
in  the  formal  inauguration  of  this  second  element  of  our  union.  For 
we  are  henceforth,  in  a  medical  sense,  no  longer  two  people,  but  one. 
For  our  common  faith  in  the  great  law  of  our  school  of  reform,  shows 
a  community  of  interests  and  ideas,  binding  us  together  with  more 
potent  cords,  than  any  edicts  that  ever  issued  from  thrones  or  senates. 

I  know  of  no  topic  so  engrossing  the  public  mind,  as  the  one  I 
have  just  referred  too,  namely :  the  relation  existing  between  the 
Canadian  Provinces  and  the  United  States.  And  though  to  some  its 
discussion  here  may  seem  somewhat  out  of  place,  I  shall  venture  to 
still  further  refer  to  it,  though  not  in  the  same  light  as  it  has  been 
quite  recently  and  ably  discussed,  in  the  recent  great  International 
Commercial  Convention,  whose,  proceedings  have  filled  all  our  weekly 
and  daily  papers. 

In  a  medical  and  surgical  view  of  the  case,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
the  union  of  these  two  nations,  such  as  it  is,  and  such  as  it  is  too  be, 
is  not  the  result  of  "  union  by  first  intention.''  The  first  intention 
seems  to  have  been,  to  build  up  on  this  broad  and  beautiful  domain 
of  the  north,  a  French  colony,  subject  t6  the  French  crown.  And  for 
a  number  of  years  the  growth  and  development  of  the  country  result- 
ed in  the  formation  of  a  peculiar  structure,  which  I  think  we  may 
term  French  tissue.  And  though  I  have  not  been  privileged  to  see 
much  of  this,  your  French  anatomical  structure,  still  I  have  reason  to 
believe  it  a  useful  and  durable  portion  of  your  body  politic.  But 
history  informs  us,  that  subsequently  a  new  formative  force  was 
brought  into  play,  which  exceeded,  and  in  some  degree,  paralyzed  the 
primitive  force,  and,  bringing  in  alpng  the  arteries  of  the  world's 
great  highways,  a  large  amount  of  plastic  material,  built  up  another 
sort  of  structure,  a  little  rougher,  tougher  and  more  enduring,  which 
I  think  we  may  term  English  tissue. 

It  is  characteristic  of  morbid  structures,  that  they  are  prone  to 
absorb  and  displace  surrounding  structures.  And  since  this  English 
growth,  instead  of  absorbing  and  displacing  the  primitive  growth, 
sought  new  and  adjacent  fields  for  development,  I  conclude  that  it 
may  be  set  down  as  perfectly  normal.  And  though  there  are  essential 
differences  of  character  between  you,  yet  there  are  no  anatomical  or 
physiological  reasons  why  you  should  not  form  a  strong  and  harmoni- 
ous whole. 
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Blest  as  you  are  with  the  riohest  of  nature's  gifts,  with  a  magni- 
ficent forest,  holding  its  full  hands  over  a  rich  and  fertile  soil,  be- 
neath whose  fair  surface  are  bowels  pregnant  with  untold  wealth,  the 
'*  second  intention  "  seems  to  have  been,  to  make  here  a  rich  and 
powerful  nation,  self-supporting  and  independent,  save  a  quasi  depend- 
ence on  the  English  crown.  But  as  contiguous,  and  often  even  remote 
parts  on  the  same  body,  are  in  lively  sympathy  one  with  the  other,  so 
these  northern  provinces,  standing  on  the  sam^  continent  wit^  the 
United  States,  have  not  failed,  in  spite  of  themselves,  to  be  powerfully 
affected  in  all  their  relations,  especially  in  their  commercial  and  polit- 
ical interests,  by  the  latter  nd,tion.  And  though  at  times  a  repellant 
influence  has  manifested  itself,  yet  the  natural  course  of  events  has 
been,  to  draw  these  two  nations  together  into  kindlier,  closer  and 
more  permanent  fellowship.  And  although  neither  of  us  shall  lose 
our  identity,  neither '  absorbing  or  bei'^g  absorbed,  yet  we  may  hope- 
fully trust  that  we  may  continue  to  be  linked  together  by  ties  that 
shall  blend  us  into  one  great  living  form,  which  to  antagonize  or  dis- 
integrate in  any  of  its  parts,  would  be  to  destroy.. 

The  recent  state  of  ill  health  suffered  by  us  across  the  water,  hu 
undoubtedly  awakened  in  your  hearts  the  liveliest  sympathy.  We 
have  indeed  been  sick  unto  death,  but  I  presume  you  have  heard  of 
our  miraculous  recovery.  The  disease  which  for  four  long  years  has 
fired  our  blood  and  brain,  has,  thank  God,  at  last  reached  a  favorable 
crisis,  and  we  are  convalescent.  In  some  of  our  delirious  moments 
we  .may  have  talked  madly.  You  may  have  heard  us  uttering  words 
of  scorn,  and  threatenings  against  you  as  well  as  others  of  our  friends  ; 
but  now,  clothed  in  our  right  minds,  we  can  never  have  other  than 
words  of  good  will  for  all  who  have  stood  so  nobly  by  us  in  the  hour 
of  our  sorest  need.  Like  the  prairie  swept  by  fire,  and  like  the  field 
torn  by  the  plow,  we  are  springing  up  into  a  rich  and  better  harvest 
of  new  and  better  fruits. 

At  one  time  during  our  sickness,  dangerous  and  fatal  sloughing 
seemed  most  iminent.  Our  whole  southern  border  threatened  gan- 
grene, but  the  timely  application  of  potent  remedies,  has  brought 
about  a  favorable  resolution.  And  as  we  have  in  no  instance  been 
obliged  to  appeal  abroad  for  help,  but  have  cured  the  malady  by  our 
inherent  resistenoe  of  its  effects,  we  may  set  the  affair  down  as  due 
simply  to  the  vis  medicatrix  naturce.  There  were  very  many  famous 
consultations  held  over  our  case,  during  our  darkest  hour ;  but  the 
doctors  in  law  who  proffered,  their  advice,  and  made  sundry  and  divers 
prescriptions,  did  so  voluntarily,  and  I'm  afraid  they  were  very  poorly 
paid  for  their  services. 
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Still,  on  our  reoovery,  we  find  a  pretty  heav;^  doctor's  bill  to  pay. 
Bat  since  we  owe  it  principally  to  ourselves,  it  cannot  matter  mncli 
to  our  neighbors  whether  we  pay  it  or  ropudiate  it.  But  I  dare  to 
say,  that  before  rqmdiatian  shall  be  written  over  our  doors,  the  dis- 
enthralled millions  of  negroes,  whose  parchment  of  freedom  bears  the 
signature  of  the  lamented  and  immortalized  Abraham  Lincoln,  would, 
through  their  own  thrift  and  sense  of  justice,  pay  every  dollar  of  the 
debt.  And  you,  gentlemen,  holders  of  American  bonds,  may  rest 
assured  that  you  have  the  security  of  their  payment,  both  in  black  and 
iifhite. 

During  the  last  four  years,  our  school  of  medicine  has  labored 
under  unusual  disadvantages,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sanitary  and 
medical  departments  of  our  army  and  navy,  have  been  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  a  class  of  monopolizing  and  bigoted  medical  men,  who  knew 
no  right  of  homceopathists  that  any  allopathist  was  bound  to  respect. 
Still,  we  have  grown  marvellously,  and  the  close  of  the  war  has  given 
us  such  an  impetus  forward  in  the  path  of  progress,  that  you  will 
need,  gentlemen,  to  look  well  to  your  laurels.  But  I  haYe  most  un- 
bouttded  confidence  in  your  intelligence  and  success.  I  think,  in 
looking  round  upon  this  body  of  honorable  medical  men,  that  I  can 
say  to  my  medical  brethren  of  the  States,  that  the  cause  of  homceo- 
pathio  medicine  in  Canada  is  in  safe  and  reliable  hands.  May  the 
spirit  of  our  great  master  Hahnemann  descend  upon  you,  as  did  Elijah's 
mantle  upon  Elisha,  and  under  its  inspiration  may  your  labors  for 
truth  be  oronmed  with  abundant  success. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  different  members,  the  President 
called  upon  Dr.  Allen,  who  read  an  article  on  the  importance  of  cul- 
tivating a  domestic  practice  in  our  different  ^elds  of  labor,  which 
elicited  a  discussion,  Drs.  Springer,  Mordon,  Canlton  and  others  par- 
ticipating. 

Several  calls  were  made  for  an  article  from  the  President,  but 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the' hour,  it  was  deferred  until  the  evening 
session,  and  a  motion  was  carried  to  adjourn. 

.EVENING   SESSION^ 

t 

The  Institute  met  at  7:30  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  fbllowi^ 
paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Field : 

MEDICAL     EDUCATION. 

Gentlemen  : — It  is  presumed  that  no  one  will  eall  in  question  the 
imperative  necessity  that  exists  for  raising  as  ^high  as  possible  <Jie 
standard  of  medical  eduoation  in  Canada^  .  Many  ponsid<HratioaM  oon- 
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apire  to  render  a  superior  eduoation  of  the  HoiiKBopaihie  section  of 
the  medical  profession  most  desirable.  It  is  necessary,  in  the  first 
place  to  relieve  ourselves  from  the  charge  of  ignorance,  which  has 
been  preferred  against  us  by  our  professional  brethren  of  the  antiqua- 
rian school ;  which  charges,  though  unjust  in  the  main,  still,  it  must 
be  confessed,  that  in  some  instances,  perhaps,  there  was  too  much 
ground  for  the  imputation.  Arising  mostly,  I  believe,  from  over  zeal- 
ousness,  or  from  that  *'  zeal  without  knowledge  *'  which  characterized 
some  of  the  earlier  physicians,  in  their  efforts  and  anxiety  to  extend 
the  principles  and  practice  of  our  beneficent  system ;  who  were  appa- 
rently oblivious  of  the  fact,  that  incompetent  persons,  wherever  found, 
in  whatever  walk  of  life,  but  particularly  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
and  more  especially  in  promulgating  new  |)^inciples,  in  the  advocacy 
of  a  new  theory,  could  only  constitute  an  element  of  weakness  rather 
than  of  strength.  No  one  would  clium  for  a  moment  that  forcing  into 
service,  as  soldiers,  men  whose  arms  were  too  wea]c  to  draw  the  sword 
from,  its  scabbard,  or  to  whose  imperfect  vision  objects  were  rendered 
uncertain  and  indistinct,  compelling  them  to  fire  at  random,  and  there- 
by endangering  the  lives  of  their  friends  as  much  as  their  enemies, 
could  possibly  add  anything  to  the  strength  or  effectiveness  of  an 
army. 

The  attitude  of  the  dominant  school  toward  all  dissenters  in  med- 
icine, in  its  menacing  display  of  legal  weapons,  and  the  paraphernalia 
of  war,  has  been  that  of  a  belligerent  autocrat.  Indeed  it  could  only 
be  expected  that  a  system,  towering  as  it  were  to  the  very  heavens 
with  its  vast  colossal  proportions,  and  whose  anchor  was  cast  and  firmly 
fixed  in  the  very  groundwork  of  society ;  a  system  that  boasts  of  its 
antiquity,  that  has  grown  arrogant  from  the  possession  of  conscious 
power,  whose  interests  were  interwoven  with  almost  all  existing  inte- 
rests, and  whose  influence  extended  through  all  grades  and  classes  of 
society,  and  whose  ubiquitous  presence  reached  to  all  conditions  of 
life.  I  say  it  was  only  to  be  expected  that  such  an  institution  would 
look  with  extreme  jealousy  upon  the  birth  of  all  counter  institutions, 
and  that  it  should  use  every  means  in  its  power  for  their  speedy  dem- 
olition. In  the  case  of  Homoeopathy,  which  first  saw  the  light  in 
Germany,  it  was  regarded  by  Allopathy  as  its  natural  and  implacable 
foe.  The  established  school  felt  that  its  tendency  was  antagonistic 
and  subversive  of  its  own  power ;  and  perhaps  with  a  little  gift  of 
prophecy  it  foresaw  its  ultimate  triumph.  Still  it  affected  to  believe 
that  this  new  heresy  could  not  survive  its  infancy.  British  and  Amer- 
ican  physicians  hoped  their  peace  of  nrind  would  never  be  disturbed 
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by  its  presence,  but  that  it  might  die  and  be  buried  in  its  father  land. 
But  as  it  showed  great  tenacity  of  life,  and  still  persisted  in  living, 
despite  the  uncongenial  atmosphere  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  anathemas  hurled  against  it  by  the  high  priests  of 
the  ancient  doctrine,  their  lowering  brows  and  frowning  indignation 
became  '*  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.''  But  now,  when  it  has 
become  a  vigorous  youth,  and  has  extended  itself  throughout  the  civ- 
ilized world,  and  flourished  best  where  there  is  97205^  civilization,  their 
fear  has  &irly  taken  the  alarm. 

The  querest  asks.  What  has  this  digression  from  the  main  subject 
to  do  with  Medical  Education  ?  I  reply,  to  prove  its  necessity  by 
showing  the  antipathy  that  exists,  and  the  persistent  warfare  that  is 
being  carried  on  between  two  systems  diametrically  opposed  to  each 
other.  The  one  goes  into  the  contest  with  the  prestige  given  it  by 
age,  and  power,  and  popularity,  and  wealth,  and  uses  as  a  weapon  the 
strong  prejudices  peculiar  to  human  nature.  The  other,  like  David 
as  he  went  forth  to  slay  the  giant  Goliath,  goes  to  do  battle  with  its 
enemy  with  but  a  sling  and  pebble ;  the  sling  is  a  law  of  Nature,  im- 
mutable and  eternal,  and  the  pebble  is  successful  practice.  But  what 
is  its  coat  of  mail,  what  is  the  cuirass  with  which  it  defends  itself  from 
the  thrusts  of  its  adversary,  and  constitutes  at  the  same  time  the 
strength  and  skill  with  which  it  uses  the  sling  in  throwing  the  pebble  ? 
I  answer,  education.  Both  medical  and  general.  In  individual  prac- 
tice his  coat  of  mail  must  be  perfect,  or  through  its  open  seams  a  dart 
may  penetrate,  to  his  complete  discomfiture.  He  may  rest  assured 
that  every  individual  adherent  of  the  ancient  system  stands  as  a  sen- 
tinel to  watch  his  movement^  and  will  contest,  and  circumvent,  and 
demolish  him,  if  possible ;  less,  perhaps,  at  present,  by  open  enmity, 
than  by  duplicity  and  intrigue.  The  conviction  of  my  own  mind  is, 
that  in  view  of  the  active  hostility  of  the  opposing  school,  in  view  of 
the  ceaseless  vigilance  of  this  argns-eyed  institution,  which  is  sure  to 
detect  every  indication  of  ignorance,  and  which  like  Briarius  with  his 
hundred  hands,  can  reach  in  every  direction  and  grasp  at  every  mis- 
take, it  behooves  us,  from  an  instinct  of  self-preservation,  to  be  **  wiBe 
as  serpents  '*  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  patients  to  be  ^*  harmless 
as  doves." 

The  Homoeopathic  physician,  in  his  daily  practice,  may  consider 
himself  encircled  by  a  multitude  of  spies,  who  have  keen  eyes  fixed 
upon  every  movement.  They  see  everything  he  does.  He  may  be 
sure  that  every  incorrect  diagnosis,  every  mistaken  prognosis,  every 
mistake  of  whatever  kind  he  may  commit,  will  be  instantly  paraded 
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before  the  publio  by  this  many-mouihed  monster.  Mistimes,  perhaps 
trivial  in  themselves,  yet  in  their  passage  from  one  to  another  swell 
into  mammoth  proportions.  In  another  and  more  public  way  his 
knowledge  may  be  put  on  trial,  as  when  from  some  accidental  d«ath 
or  death  from  poisoning,  he  may  be  required  to  give  '  evidence  in  a 
court  of  law.  H«  may  then  expect  to  be  subjected  to  an  examination 
the  most  rigorous  and  searching  that  Allopathists  can  prompt  the 
counsel  to  make ;  less  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  evidence  in  ihe  case 
than  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  his  ignorance.  He  may  be  sure  l^at 
his  knowledge  of  chemistry,  toxicology,  anatomy  an(i  physiology,  will 
be  tested  to  the  very  utmost  of  their  ability,  and  woe  betide  him  if 
ihey  discover  his  weak  points,  for  he  is  in  the  hands  of  a  merciless 
inquisition.  The  reasons  here  given  for  a  high  degree  of  mental  as 
well  as  medical  culture,  you  will  perceive  spring  from  within  us,  and 
are  partly  the  promptings  of  self-interest  and  of  self-preservation,  and  • 
partly  from  an  inherent  love  of  truth ;  and  while  I  think  them  auffi- 
oient  to  induce  every  member  of  the  profession  to  aim  at  the  highest 
p(unt  of  excellence  attainable,  still  we  should  not  be  forgetful  of  ilie 
^t  that  there  are  other  and  extraneous  reasons—reasons  which  spriqg 
from  without  and  beyond  us,  tending  to  the  same  high  end.  We  oan- 
not  if  we  would  shut  our  ears  to  these  mandates  from  without.  They 
are  voices  from  society  and  from  the  world  at  large.  They  tell  us  that 
the  people  of  to-day  demand  of  us  a  greater  perfection  of  knowledge, 
a  higher  and  broader  range  of  acquirements,  than  did  our  ancestors 
of  thirty  years  ago.  This  demand  arises  from  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  within  that  period  of  time.  As  witness  the  change  in  the 
inhabitants  and  in  the  face  of  the  country.  The  **  oldest  inhabitant  " 
ean  perhaps  remember  when  primeval  forests  covered  all  this  part  of 
Canada  ;  when  the  very  site  of  the  fine  city  of  London  was  a  liowling 
wilderness, — the  hunting-ground  of  the  painted  savage.  But  what  a 
ehange !  As  if  with  the  waving  of  a  magician's  wand  the  forest  soli- 
tudes, and  wild,  red  Indian,  have  disappeared  together,  the  hunting- 
gipounds  have  changed  into  fruitful  fields  and  the  wigwams  into  flour- 
ishiug  towns  and  cities.  The  half-naked  prowling  savage  has  given 
place  to  the  well-dressed  gentlemen  and  beautiful  ladies  who  prome- 
nade the  streets  of  this  flourishing  city.  The  seat  of  berbarism  has 
bn^oome  the  home  of  civilization  and  refinement !  Education  is  becom- 
ing more  general  and  runs  in  deeper  channels.  Academic  and  Col- 
legiate institutions  are  springing  up  in  our  midst^  ^nd  are  rapidlj 
ehajiging  the  mental  character  of  our  people,  and  with  each  successive 
f lige  of  development  new  wants  are  created  mid  new  demands  art 
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made.  All  these  things  demand  lof  the  physician  a  fullness  of  Icnow- 
ladge,  not  only  a^  pertaining  to  medicine  proper,  but  a  thoroughness 
in  all  the  exaot  seienccs  which  a  former  generation  did  not  require  at 
his  hands.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  a  belief  that  the  advanoe  which 
has  been  made  in  the. last  thirty  years  in  all  the  arts  of  civilized  life, 
and  in  the  development  and  perfection  of  science,  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared to  what  the  next  thirty  years  will  witness.  Some  suppose  now, 
ag  did  the  ancients,  that  science  is  perfect,  and  that  the  inventive  fac- 
ulty of  the  human  mind  has  exhausted  its  resources,  or  that  there  is 
nothing  more  vto  invent.  But  those  who  think,  so  will  find  themselves 
as  much  mistaken  as  did  the  people  who  lived  and  thought  the  samB 
things  .before  the  days  of  steamboats,  of  railroads  and  electric  wires. 
Why>  the  human  mind  is  but  just  waking  up  to  a  realization  of  its 
marvellous  powers.  Ther^  are  thousands  of  the  best  minds  in  the 
world  that  are  silently  but  zealously  engaged  in  the  solution  of  new 
problems,  and  in  the  development  of  new  principles  of  science. 
There  are  also  thousands  of  adventurous  spirits  out  upon  voyages  of 
discovery,  pushing  in  every  directipn  as  if  to  ransack  the  world. 
They  penetrate  the  thickest  jungles  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  tempt  the 
dangers  of  the  polar  seas.  They  scale  the  highest  mountain  summits 
and  descend  into  the  deepest  chasms  in  quest  of  whatever  is  rare  or 
precious,  or  useful,  in  nature,  and  their  returns  will  also  contribute,  to 
swell  the  general  stock  of  knowledge. 

In  keeping  with  this  spirit  of  progression  wie  ought  also  to  b# 
pushing  forward  our  inquiries  and  investigations  into  the  "regions 
bejond."  We  ought  not  to  settle  down  upon  "  similia  simHiinu 
tfuroMtur,"  and  think  that  kaowing  it  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
learned.  The  great  medical  arsenal  of  filature  is  not  yet  exhausted 
of  its  weapons  with  which  to  combat  disease.  There  is  a  terra  inoogi- 
sita  which  needs  to  be  explored.  Doabtless  there  are  remedial  agents 
it  our  fields  and  forests,  among  their  flowers,  and .  trees,  and  roots,  tf 
imvitluable  worth,  if  we  bat  knew  them  and  their  uses.  We  might 
^•stion  ourselves  in  reference  to  the  nature  of  disease  as  well^  In 
refareno^  to  pathology,  and  the  causes  operative  in  changing  and  mod- 
ifyin^  pathological  manifestation^,  there  is  much  of  mystery  and  obsmt^ 
litf  remaining  to  be  cleared  away  by;fnture  investigation  and  Tescnreh* 
Aa^why  are  certain  diseases  peculiar  to  oertain  stages  of  life  ?  Why 
do  adults  nevejr  have  the.  croup  ?  And  why  are  the  external  incUiMi^ 
titns  of  an  inward  abnormal  condition  ever. varying,  like  the  changing 
▼iawa.in  a  kaleidoscope  1  Why  does  a  storm  herald  its  approach  bj 
aohes  and  pains  in  rheumatie  subjects  when  as  yet  no  eloud  is  visible 
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to  the  eye  ?  Febrile  diseases  of  the  ren^ittent  type,  in  England  ame- 
nable to  certain  remedies,  frequently  resist  the  same  treatment  as 
they  appear  in  the  littoral  districts  of  France  or  upon  the  Irish  coast. 
Intermittent  fevers,  which  we  readily  cure  in  Canada  by  the  use  of 
•ertain  means,  will  probably  find  those  means  a  signal  failure  as  tiie 
disease  prevails  along  the  Mississippi  and  some  of  its  tributaries.  Do 
climacteric  changes,  individual  idiosyncraoies,  electrical  changes  in 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  climatology,  sufficiently  explain  these 
phenomena  ? 

But  a  matter  of  greater  practical  importance  is  indicated  by  the 
suggestion  of  Teste,  viz :  that  those  places  most  favorable  to  the 
growth  of  certain  remedial  plants,  is  also  most  favorable  to  the  pro- 
duction of  certain  pathological  conditions,  which  copditions  will  be 
found  to  correspond  to  the  pathogenesis  of  those  very  drugs.  Cor- 
roborative of  this  opinion  he  has  pointed  out  that  the  J^ulcamara^ 
which  is  best  indicated  in  complaints  arising  from  exposure  to  a  cold, 
damp  atmosphere,  grows  mostly  in  localities  damp  and  shady,  and  the 
curative  sphere  of  Aconite  which  grows  in  the  cold,  dry  atmosphere  of 
mountain  summits,  corresponds  best  to  acute  inflammatory  fevers 
peculiar  to  high  mountain  regions  ;  while  Nv/z  and  Colocynthf  Ipecac, 
Kudlgnatiat  so  useful  in  the  the  treatment  of  billions  fevers  and  hep- 
atic diseases  of  different  kinds,  are  found  in  the  low  hot  latitudes  of 
the  South,  where  such  fevers  and  derangements  most  prevail.  The 
best  antidotes  for  the  bites  of  poisonous  serpents  are  to  be  found  in 
all  cases  where  they  are  known  in  the  very  places  infested  by  such 
serpents.  As  if  Nature,  wherever  it  had  placed  an  enemy  to  human 
life,  had  also  placed  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  place,  a  weapon 
of  self-defence.  Doctors  differ  in  opinion.  For  while  the  British 
physicians  repudiate  the  whole  theory  as  wild  and  chimerical,  it  is 
adopted  by  some  of  the  Americans  as  embracing  an  important  princi- 
ple in  therapeutics.  Is  there  any  truth  in  Teste's  idea?  If  there  is 
truth  ini  t,  then  it  ought  to  stimulate  us  to  begin,  and  to  prosecute  vig- 
orously the  proving  of  indigenous  plants,  and  emulate  the  exam- 
ple of  our  American  brethren  in  this  direction.  There  is  here  abun. 
dant  room  for  investigation.  And  that,  gentleman,  I  conceive  to  be 
one  of  the  grand  objects  of  our  Association, — to  aid  and  inspire  each 
other  with  ardor  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  The  ideas  of  one  mind 
may  suggest  to  another  some  valuable  thought,  which,  followed  out, 
will  lead  to  important  results.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  most  of  the 
practical  knowledge  we  have  in  reference  to  physiological  laws  and 
pathological  conditions  has  been  obtained.    As  an  illustration,  yo« 
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know  that  at  one  time  in  the  history  of  medicine  it  iras  believed  that 
the  process  of  digestion  was  altogether  mechanical.  Borelli,  Keil 
and  Pitcairn,  taught  that  the  food  ingested  was  ground  down  or  tritu- 
rated by  the  muscular  coating  of  the  stomach,  which  they  averred 
done  its  work  with  a  force  equal  to  a  weight  of  117,080,  while  the 
surrounding  muscles  contributed  an  equal  pressure  toward  the  same 
end.  And  doubtless  they  thought  the  world  much  indebted  to  them 
for  giving  a  mathematical  demonstration  to  the  hitherto  very  indigest- 
ible problem  of  digestion.  But  in  time  Cheselden  hinted  that  there 
might  be  a  menstruum  secreted  somewhere  in  the  digestive  system 
possessing  solvent  properties  which  would  obviate  the  necessity  for 
such  an  enormous  mill-stone  operation.  This  solvent  he  believed  to 
be  the  saliva.  He  was  wrong  in  this,  but  his  hint  led  to  an  explora* 
tion  of  the  alimentary  canal,  by  Haller,  Beaumur  and  Spallanzani, 
who  detected  the  gastric  juice  and  demonstrated  its  solvent  proper- 
tieSj  and  thereby  dispelled  the  absurd  and  speculative  theories  of 
digestion.  Thus  it  is  that  mind  being  brought  in  contact  with  mind, 
from  a  mass  of  crudities  and  absurdities,  the  truth  is  at  length 
evolved. 

The  great  object  of  all  medical  treatment  is  the  prolongation  of 
human  life,  and  if  a  practical  application  of  the  principles  of  science 
contribute  to  this  end,  it  follows  that  an  increase  of  scientific  know- 
ledge and  an  increased  number  of  therapeutic  agents  would  give  to 
human  life  a  greater^  security  than  it  at  present  enjoys  against  the 
fatal  issue  of  disease.  The  Homoeopathic  system  being  most  scien- 
tific of  all  others,  should  afford  this  greater  security.  And  undoubt- 
edly it  does.  So  says  the  London  Life  Assurance  Co., and  has  deduced 
from  its  recognition  of  the  fact  an  important  practical  result.  By  a 
system  of  calculation  the  most  perfect,  and  by  careful  observation,  it 
finds  itself  able  to  assure  the  lives  of  such  persons  as  are  Homoeopath- 
ically  treated,  at  a  cheaper  rate.  This  action  of  the  Life  Assurance 
Go.  is  most  gratifying  to  every  lover  of  Homoeopathy,  as  it  affords  the 
most  incontestible  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  our  system.  If 
there  are  any  faint-hearted  or  weak-kneed  practitioners  in  the  country 
let  them  gird  up  their  loins  and  take  courage,  "  for  by  this  sign  shall 
we  conquer."  Slowly,  it  may  be,  but  surely,  it  will  eventuate  in  the 
universal  recognition  of  its  superiority,  as  certainly  as  that  ignorance 
must  recede  before  the  advance  of  education— -as  surely  as  that  error 
must  succumb  to  truth.  ^ 

There  is  another  matter  I  may  notice  in  connexion  with  medical 
education,  which  rather  bears  upon  the  moral  qualities  and  responsi* 
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JUHtieg  of  the  physician,  and  refers  to  his  duty  as  a  citizen,  viz :  to 
give  iffaateyer  instruction  he  can  to  the  people,  that  they  may  prevent 
the  invasion  of  disease.  He  who  withholds  such  information  when  it 
ou)i  b^  given,  or  neglects  to  advise  the  use  of  such  prophylactic  meas- 
ures as  might  save  the  community  from  the  ravages  of  an  infectious 
disease,  for  the  sake  of  "  filthy  lucre,''  conspires  against  the  lives  of 
his  neighbors,  and  is  guilty,  only  in  a  lesser  degree,  of  the  monstrous 
-—the  shocking  immorality  of  Blackburn— the  other  name  for  infamy. 
Not  only  in  specific  cases,  but  in  a  general  way,  people  may  be  taught 
the  laws  which  govern  their  organic  life,  the  observance  of  xfhich  will 
insure  health,  and  the  infraction  of  which  will  produce  disease.  Bj 
teaching  them  the  effect  of  hygromeric  changes,  of  miasmatic  and 
telluric  influences,  which  impinge  upon  the  laws  of  health  from  with- 
out,, and  of  morbific  agents,  which  produce  disruptions  from  within, 
the  average  duration  of  human  life  may  attain  its  maximum ;  and  the 
highest,  niQblest  function  i»f  the  physician's  knowledge  will  have  been 
perfoi'med.  It  should  be  as  much  a  part  of  the  physician's  education 
to  understand  the  prevention  of  diseases^  as  to  treat  them  successfully 
when  they  prevail. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the 
advancement  Homoeopathy  has  already  made  in  Canada,  as  well  as 
upon  the  more  rapid  progress  it  is  now  making.  Not  a  score  of  years 
have  passed  away  since  there  were  but  one  or  two  practitioners  in  this 
country,  struggling  for  existence.  We  should  not  forget  to  make  hon- 
orable mention  of  these  pioneers  of  c^ur  system,  for  nobly  did  they 
battle  for  the  truth  in  many  a  fierce  encounter,  firmly  and  successfully 
they  defended  their  principles  against  ^he  assaults  of  their  ruthless 
enemies,  and  the  graduates  of  to-day  have  reason  to  thank  them  for  it. 
Homoeopathy  is  no  longer  a  reproach.  It  has  its  admirers  and  patrons 
in  the  most  refined  and  cultivated  circles  of  society,  among  the  best 
and  noblest,  and  most  highly  educated  in  the  land. 

A  steady  adherence  to  principles,  firmness  of  purpose  and  an  un- 
compromising integrity  of  character,  that  will  not  stoop  from  its 
exalted  position  as  the  expounder  of  Nature's  laws,  to  hold  parley 
with  empiricism,  and  make  degrading  and  retrogressive  concessions 
to  Allopathy  ariethe  characteristics  necessary  to  insure  a  victory  com- 
plete. 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed,  and  subjects 
assigned  for  the  next  regular  meeting  of  ihe  Association.  The  an* 
nual  address  to  be  delivered  by  the  President,  Dr.  Field. 

On  Publication— -Drs.  Springer  and  Allen. 
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On  Surgery — Prinoiplds  and  Practice — ^Dr.  L.  F.  Crawford. 

On  Surgery — Operation  and  Clinical — Dr.  C.  T.  Campbell. 

On  Pathology — its  importance  to  the  homoeopathic  physician — Dr . 
D.  Campbell,  of  Toronto. 

On  Obstetrics — Dr.  J.  J,  Lancaster. 

On  Clinical  Medicine — Cases  cured  by  one  remedy — Dr.  E.  J'  P. 
Morden 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics — Dr.  Wm.  Springer. 

On  Chemistry — Dr.  J.  W.  Ferguson. 

Theory  and  Practice — Dr.  John  Hall. 

On  Provings  of  Indigenous  remedies — Dr.  Thos.  Nichol. 

On  Dose— Dr.  F.  G.  Caulton. 

On  High  Dilutions — Dr.  E.  Vernon. 

On  the  Single  Remedy — Ar.  G.  F.  Clark. 

On  Medical  Electricity— Dr.  J.  Adams. 

On  Medical  Ethics — Dr.  Oliver  Springer. 

On  Physiology — Dr.  G.  E.  Husband. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Dr.  Geo.  Logan. 

On  Alcoholic  Stimulants — Dr.  Peter  McDonald. 

On  Homoeopathy — Drs.  L.  Oliver  and  C.  D.  Tufiford. 

On  Anatomy — Drs.  A.  H.  Thompson  and  A.  N.  Tisdale. 

On  Epidemics— Drs.  M.  E.  Tripp  and  J.  H,  Lancaster.  . 

On  Medical  Botany — Drs.  J.  W.  Tripp  and  W.  H.  Graham. 

On  Toxicology — ^Dr.  Havens. 

Dr.  Springer  moved,  seconded  by  Dr.  Morden,  that  the  next  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Institute  be  held  in  the  city  of  Hamilton,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  May,  1866.     Carried. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  unanimously  given  the  homoeopathic 
physicians  of  London,  for  the  attention  and  hospitality  shown  the 
members  of  the  Institute,  during  the  session,  after  which  the  Ini^titute 
adjourned.  G.  C.  FIELD,  M.  D.,  President. 

H.  0«  Allbn,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


MASSACHUSETTS    HOMOQOPATHIO    SOOZBTY. 


The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathio  So- 
ciety was  held  in  the  vestry  of  the  Tremont  Temple  on  Wednesday, 
October  11,  1865.  The  members  were  called  to  order  at  VS\  o'cloek 
by  the  President,  Dr.  Wm.  F.  Jackson  of  Eoxbury.  Dr.  1.  T.  Talbot 
of  Boston,  the  Secretary,  read  the  records  of  the  last  meeting,  which 
were  adopted. 

By  request  of  the  Society,  Dr.  J.  E.  Linnell  of  Worcester,  the 
President  of  last  year,  read  an  address  which  he  had  prepared  for  the 
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last  meeting,  but  was   preyented  by  sickness  from  delivering  at  that 
time. 

After  some  allusion  to  the  oiroamstances  of  the  time  in  which  the 
address  was  written  (April  last),  Dr.  Linnell  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Doctors  Wild,  Swan  and  Baker,  members  of  the  Society, 
deceased.  The  Society  commenced  its  labors  in  1840  under  the  name 
of  the  Fraternity,  and  has  now  119  members.  The  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Association,  and  also  of  the  homoeopathic  system 
generally,  were  considered.  He  suggested  the  establishment  of  a 
nind  for  prizes  to  be  offered  for  essays  on  important  subjects.  Also, 
that  at  least  two  essays  should  bo  prepared  on  given  subjects  to  be 
read  at  the  annual  meetings. 

The  subject  of  medical  education  was  considered,  and  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  standard  of  homoeopathic  schools,  as  a  means  of  relieving 
the  young  students  of  the  influences  of  the  allopathists.  The  de- 
mand for  homoeopathic  physicians  is  in  excess  of  the  supply.  The 
duties  pertaining  to  membership  were  ably  treated. 

The  address  was  listened  to  with  interest,  and  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  publication. 

The  balloting  for  proposed  members  now  took  place,  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  elected : 

For  members — Lewis  G.  Howe,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgewater  ;  Giles  M. 
Pease,  M.  D.,  of  Boston.  For  corresponding  memoers — ^H.  D.  Paine, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York  ;  Blial  T.  Foote,  M.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D„  of  Chicago,  111.;  E.  C.  WitheriU,  M.  D.,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  B.  E.  Dudgeon,  M.  D.,  of  London,  Eng. 

The  President  welcomed  Drs.  Paine  of  New  York  and  Barrows 
of  Providence,  delegates  from  the  homoeopatic  Societies  of  their  States. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  printed  memorial,  read  by  Dr.  Carroll 
Dunham,  of  New  York,  before  the  American  Institute  at  Cincinnati, 
in  relation  to  a  mutilated  sixth  edition  of  Hahnemann's  Organon,  pub- 
lished by  Arthur  Lutze,  pf  Coethen,  Germany,  and  calling  attention 
to  the  unanimous  protest  of  the  German  press  against  it.  Dr.  Tal- 
bot offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  in  regard  to  this 
subject,  which  were  unanimouoly  adopted  : — 

Whereas t  It  appears  that  a  mutilated  edition  of  Hahnemann's 
Organon  has  recently  appeared,  from  the  press  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lutze 
of  Germany  ;  and  whereas,  various  societies  and  associations  of  phy- 
sicians have,  in  the  strongest  terms,  protested  against  and  expressed 
their  disapproval  of  such  an  act ; 

Resolved^  That  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
entirely  discountenances  such  an  act,  and  can  only  characterize  as 
literary  vandalism  of  the  most  obnoxious  character,  the  attempt  to 
change  the  expressions  and  sentiments  of  an  author  long  deceased, 
especially  when  those  opinions  have  been  carefully  matured  through  a 
long  life  time,  as  was  the  case  with  the  illustrious  Hahnemann. 

Dr.  Linnell  of  Worcester  read  a  paper  on  the  establishment  of  a 
AomoDOpathic  Life  Insurance  Company  in  New  England,  and  read  a 
circular  from  the  Hahnemann  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  offering  to  insure  patrons  of  homoeopathy  at  ten  per  cent  less 
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than  other  .persons.  On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Scales  of  Newton,  the 
ohair  appointed  Dr.  Linnell,  Dr.  'Thayer  of  Boston,  and  Dr.  Greig  of 
Soston,  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject  and  report  at  the  present 
meeting. 

Dr.  Chase  of  Cambridge  read  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
pharmacy,  recommending  certain  medicines  to  the  patronage  of  the 
profession. 

The  same  gentleman  presented  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
Materia  Medica,  describing  the  Ordeal  bean  of  Calabar,  the  tincture 
of  which  has  been  used  as  an  opthalmic  medicine  for  inducing  con- 
traction of  the  pupil.  The  report  embraced  accounts  of  provings  of 
this  medicine  by  Dr.  Chase  and  others,  to  ascertain  its  other  medical 
Tirtues. 

Dr.  Chase  also  read  a  report  by  Dr.  James  P.  Paine,  of  a  case  of 
poisoning  by  Tolu  Anodyne,  a  preparation  of  Cannabis  Indica.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  publication. 

Dr.  Linnell  of  Worcester,  from  the  committee  on  insurance,  made 
a  report  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  memoralize 
the  Legislature  for  a  charter  for  an  Insurance  Company  on  the  hom- 
oeopathic principle.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  same  committee 
were  instructed  to  prepare  and  present  tiio  memorial. 

Dr.  Barrows  of  Providence,  B.  I.,  read  an  extended  account  of 
the  case  of  a  youDg  lady  of  that  city,  a£fected  in  a  remarkable 
manner  by  spinal  disease,  hallucination  and  clairyoyance,  relating 
many  marvellous  performances  by  her  in  her  abnormal  state,  such  as 
reading  with  her  eyes  closed,  or  in  the  dark  with  the  book  inverted  ; 
writing  with  a  paralysed  arm,  over  which  she  had  no  control ;  com- 
posing Latin  poetry,  when  asleep  or  when  awake,  never  having  stud- 
ied that  language ;  and  many  other  curious  freaks.  The  thanks  of 
the  Society  were  extended  to  Dr.  Barrows  for  his  interesting  and 
valuable  paper. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  now  reported  that  with  the  aid  of 
several  Boston  physicians  they  had  accumulated  a  mass  of  materials 
in  f|Q  adjoining  room,  whicl)  they  were  unable  to  dispose  of  without 
the  assistance  of  the  Society.  The  President  invited  the  members 
to  repair  to  the  appartment  alluded  too,  where  an  elegant  and  abund- 
ant collation  was  found.  Dr.  David  Thayer,  of  Boston,  moved  that 
the  subject  matter  before  the  Society  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  re*assembling,  at  2  o'clock.  Dr.  Thayer  read  a  paper  on  the 
beneficial  effects  of  China  officinalis  in  biliary  calculi,  claiming  that 
China  is  a  radical  cure  for  gall  stones.  The  subject  was  discussed  at 
length  by  several  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Otis  Clapp,  of  Boston,  was  invited 
to  address  the  Society  on  the  subject  of  the  approach  of  Cholera,  and 
its  treatment.  He  related  frofu  his  own  knowledge  the  successful 
course  adopted  by  the  homoeopathists  of  Cincinnati  in  1858  and  1859, 
for  precaution  against  and  treatment  of  Cholera,  by  which  they 
achieved  a  great  reputation ;  and  advised. the  homoeopathic  physicians 
of  Boston  to  adopt  similar  measures.     Mr.  Clapp  thought  the  medical 
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profession  should  urge  boards  of  health  to  do  tftieir  duty  in  guarding 
agaififit  the  epidemic.  Drs.  Talbot,  Angell  and  Oha^e  trere  appointed 
a  committee  to  consider  the  subject.     > 

Dr.  Cate,  of  Salem,  Chairman  of  the  committee  on  clinical  me^- 
•ine,  read  Dr.  Greig's  report  of  his  practice  for  the  year  ending  Oct. 
1>  1865,  inyolving  a  treatmfent  of  1980  cases,  of  which  but  niae 
proved-  fatal.  Eeports  of  other  physicians  were  embraced  in  Dr. 
Oate's  report,  which  was  accepted.' 

'  Dr.  Paine,  of  New  York,  corresponding  member  of  the  Sooie^, 
thanked  the  members  for  the  courtesies  extended  to  him,  saying  that 
he  should  yisit  the  meetings  of  the  Society  frequently,  and  perhaps 
present  jsome  paper  or  essay  at  his  next  visit. 

Dr.  Barrows,  of  Providence,  made  a  brief  statement,  representing 
an  encouraging  progrjess  of  homoeopathy  in  Ehode  Island. 

Letters  from  several  absent  members  were  announced  by  the  Sec- 
retary, who  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  of  New  York  cifrf, 
on  scarlatina  renalis,  and  the  remtedios  for  the  disease.  This  letter 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication.  Dr.  Dunham  sent  a 
recommendation  of  Dr.  Hering's  work  on  "  Materia  Medica,**  and  the 
Society,  on  motion  of  the  Secretary,  adopted  fr  resolve  commending 
Dr.  Hering^s  efforts  to  improve  the  homoeopathic  Materia  M-edica. 

Dr.  Tdbot,  the- Secretary,  called  the  attention  of  members  to  the 
Home  for  Incurable  Comsumptives,  established  in  Boston  by  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Cullis,  a  letter  from  whom  was  read, 
setting  forth  the  beneficent  object  of  the  institution,  and  inviting 
members  to  visit  it. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  the  next  semi-annual  session. 

OLEVIELAND    HOlCOSOPATklC    GOLLBGE. 

The  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College  has  opened  its  winter  session 
of  lectures  under  the  most  flattering  auspices.  The  failure  of  Dr.  E. 
M.  Hale  to  fulfill  his  agreement  in  supplying  the  chair  of  Materia 
Medica,  will  be  no  loss  to  the  school ;  but  the  apparent  bad  fftith 
shown  toward  the  College  by  Dr.  H.,  requires  this  public  disapproval 
of  the  course  he  has  seen  fit  to  pursue.  Dr.  Gbo.  W.  Barnes,  an 
honorable  and  talented  gentleman,  a  physician  of  large  experience, 
and  a  man  capable  of  doing  honor  to  the  position,  will  fill  the  chair 
of  Materia  Medica.  In  behalf  of  the  Faculty, 

T.  P.  Wilson,  Registrar. 

[That  Dr.  Hale  should  prefer  lecturing  at  Chicago,   where  he 

resides,  to  Cleveland,  which  is  perhaps  850  miles  distant,  is  easily 

understood  ;   and  in  expectation  of  a  call  fron^  the  Chicago  College, 

we  should  suppose  that  his  acceptance  of  the  Professorship  at  Cleve- 
land, would  not  have  been  unconditional.  If  Dr.  H.  has  given  any 
just  ground  of  complaint,  we  shall  regret  it  very  much.  Equally  the 
friend  of  both  the  College  and  the  Professor,  we  most  sinderely  hope 
that  there  will  result  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  present  misundar- 
standing. — Ed.  Obs.] 


urgny. 


■♦-♦■ 


NEW    FORM    OF    FIXEB    BANDAGE    FOB    FBACTUBES. 


Mr.  Campbell  De  Morgan  extols  (Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  3Iay 
20,  1865,)  a  simple  mode  of  applying  a  firm  apparatus,  described  by 
Dr.  L.  Hamon  in  the  early  numbers  of  the  Gazette, Medicale  de  Paris 
for  the  present  year.  Mr.  De  Morgan  and  his  colleagues  at  the  Mid- 
dlesex Hospital  have  used  it  frequently. 

"  The  material  with  which  the  bandage  is  stiffened  is  glue,  and  it 
should  be  prepared  as  follows  :  The  best  French  glue  should  be  used. 
It  should  be  broken  up  and  soaked  in  a  little  cold  water  for  some 
hours,  and  then  melted  in  the  usual  way  in  a  glue  pot,  as  little  water 
being  used  as  possible.  It  is  not  necessary  to  soak  the  glue  in  cold 
water,  but  if  this  is  not  done  it  will  require  the  longer  heating. 
When  it  is  to  be  used,  about  a  fifth  part  of  its  bulk  of  alcohol  must 
be  added — methylated  spirit  answers  quite  well.  At  first  this  con- 
verts a  great  part  of  the  melted  glue  into  a  whitish  coagulum,  but  by 
a  little  stirring  it  all  liquefies,  and  is  then  fit  for  use.  The  alcohol  is 
added  to  induce  the  rapid  drying  of  the  glue — which  would  otherwise 
remain  soft  for  many  hours,  but  when  mixed  with  the  spirit  begins  to 
get  firm  on  the  surface  very  soon  after  it  is  applied,  and  in  a  short 
time  becomes  tolerably  firm  throughout.  It  should  be  applied  with  a 
moderate-sized  fiat  hog's-bristle  brush.  Supposing  that  a  simple 
fracture  of  the  leg  is  to  be  treated,  these  are  the  steps  to  be  taken : — 

"  The  foot  should  be  neatly  and  firmly  bandaged  from  the  toes  to 
the  ankle.  Two  or  three  streaks  of  glue  along  the  sides  and  front 
will  secure  the  bandage,  so  that  it  need  not  be  again  disturbed.  The 
leg  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee  should  then  be  covered  with  a  very 
thin  layer  of  cotton  wool— not  the  medicated  wool,  as  it  is  called,  but 
such  as  is  procured  in  sheets  for  lining  dresses.  Of  this  a  layer  not 
more  than  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness  can  be  easily  stripped  off 
and  smoothly  applied  to  the  leg.  A  cotton  bandage  should  then  be 
ToH'id  very  smoothly  and  with  tolerable  firmness  up  the  le^fc<ysa.^2iSkA 
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ankle  to  the  knee,  and  well  painted  over  with  the  glue.  Another  ban- 
dage should  then  be  placed  over  the  first,  and  the  gluing  process 
repeated.  A  third  may  then  be  applied  and  glued,  and  then  a  band- 
age should  be  put  on  over  all,  and  the  leg  placed  in  position,  and 
retained,  if  necessary,  by  sand  bags  or  junks.  Of  course,  if  the  sur- 
geon please,  he  may  apply  strips  of  bandage,  or  of  any  linen  or  cotton 
material  he  may  find  at  hand,  instead  of  riepeating  the  rolling  process. 
The  glue  should  be  laid  on  freely,  and  brushed  a  little  into  the  band- 
age. In  some  cases  two  layers  of  the  glued  bandage  will  be  found 
sufficient.  In  others  it  may  be  desirable  to  give  greater  support ;  but 
this  can  always  be  done  as  an  after-process.  The  leg  should  be  left 
at  rest  for  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  The  glued  bandage 
must  then  be  cut  through  its  whole  length.  This  may  be  done  with 
the  ordinary  scissors  used  for  the  starched  bandage,  or  a  director  may 
be  insinuated  beneath  the  bandage  and  cut  upon  with  a  sharp  knife. 
If  too  long  a  time  elapses  before  the  bandage  is  cut  through,  it 
becomes  so  hard  that  great  difficulty  may  be  found  in  cutting  it  at  all. 
When  the  bandage  is  thus  slit  up,  so  great  is  its  elasticity  that  it  may 
have  its  edges  separated  sufficiently  to  allow  it  to  be  easily  slipped  ofi^ 
the  leg ;  and  when  left  to  itself  will  resume  its  original  shape,  and 
this  elasticity  it  will  retain  for  as  long  as  it  is  used.  A  strip  not 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  wide,  and  running  the  whole  length  of 
the  bandage,  should  now  be  cut  off  from  one  edge,  and  hples  punched  ' 
out  parallel  to  the  edges  on  either  side,  and  about  half  an  inch  from 
them ;  into  these  '  oeillets '  are  to  be  inserted,  such  as  are  commonly 
used  in  laced  bandages  or  boots. 

"  The  punching  and  insertion  of  the  oeillets  are  rapidly  done  with 
the  common  instruments  used  for  the  purpose,  which,  with  the  oeillets, 
can  be  had  at  any  toolmaker's. 

"  The  bandage  is  now  complete.  If  it  is  thought  desirable  to 
strengthen  it  generally,  or  in  any  particular  part,  this  may  be  done  by 
gluing  on  fresh  strips  of  linen.  Its  appearance  may  be  improved  by 
gluing  on  an  edging  of  tape  round  the  top  and  bottom,  and  along  the 
sides  of  the  slit.  It  is  re-applied  to  the  leg,  and  laced  up  as  firmly 
as  may  be  thought  necessary.  The  lace,  if  it  is  not  furnished  with  a 
tag,  is  best  introduced  on  an  eyed  probe,  and  it  should  always  be  passed 
from  without  inwards.  If  the  tag  is  introduced  from  within,  it  always 
gets  entangled  in  the  cotton  wool,  and  the  process  of  lacing  is 
extremely  troublesome. 

**  Thus  a  case  is  formed  which  is  completely  molded  in  the  form  of 
the  limb,  is  very  elastic,  very  firm,  and  very  durable,  and  which  can 
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be  accommodated  with  perfect  ease  to  all  the  varying  states  of  swel- 
ling of  the  limb. 

**  In  situations  where  the  roller  cannot  be  conveniently  carried 
round  the  part,  the  splint  can  just  as  well  be  formed  by  laying  strips 
of  linen  in  any  direction  and  gluing  them.  The  cotton  wool  of  course 
adheres  to  the  first  layer  of  the  bandage,  and  comes  off  when  it  is 
removed.  It  is  applied  in  the  first  instance  in  great  measure  to  keep 
the  glue  from  contact  with  the  skin. 

"  The  great  advantage  of  this  splint  is  its  union  of  firmness  with 
elasticity.  These  qualities  it  retains  undiminished  for  a  great  length 
of  time.  I  have  found  no  alteration  in  these  respects  during  the  many 
weeks  that  some  patients  have  worn  it ;  a  patient  now  in  the  hospital 
has  worn  it  for  six  weeks,  and  I  find  no  change  either  in  its  firmness 
or  elasticity.  At  any  time  it  could,  if  required,  be  strengthened  by 
a  few  strips  of  linen  being  glued  on  it. 

"  I  have  described  it  as  applied  to  fracture^ of  the  leg,  but  it  can 
be  used  in  any  situation  where  support  is  required.  Thus  I  have 
used  it  in  Pott's  fracture,  inclosing  not  only  the  leg,  but  the  ankle  and 
foot,  and  have  found  that  it  could  be  slipped  on  and  off  with  the 
greatest  ease.  I  have  used  it  in  fractured  patella,  after  sprains  to  the 
knee  and  ankle-joints,  in  diseased  knee-joint,  and  in  case  of  diseased 
hip-joint,  encircling  the  pelvis  and  upper  part  of  the  thigh. 

**  Altogether  this  *  bandage  gelatino  alcoolise  lace,'  appears  to. me 
to  be  one  ot  the  best  as  well  as  the  most  easily  applied,  and  most  con- 
venient in  its  after  use,  of  any  of  the  modifications  of  Seutin's  band  - 
age  which  have  as  yet  been  tried,  and  it  is  well  worth  the  notice  of 
surgeons.     The  advantage  which  it  possesses  over  others  is  in  its 
elasticity,  which  permits  of  its  being  widely  opened  when  slit  up. 
without  cracking  or  losing  its  form.     Hence  it  can  be  applied  as  a 
laced  bandage,  and  may  be  worn  for  weeks  together,  while  the  patient 
is  moving  about,  without  the  trouble  of  re-adjustment ;  while  it  can 
be  accommodated  to  any  change  in  the  state  of  the  limb,  through 
increase  of  swelling  or  its  diminution,  by  simply  letting  ont  the  !:  c 
or  taking  it  in,  without  even  removing  the  bandage.     It  is,  moreover 
very  light,  and  yet  strong  enough  for  any  purpose  to  which  a  splint 
can  be  applicable. — Eclectic  Medical  Journal, 


■»  ♦  » 


^.'   Rhus  toxicodendron.— Prof.  Maisch  says  the  volatile  poisonous 
^•principle  of  the  Rhus  toxicodendron  is  an  acid  resembling  formic  acid, 
/   which  he  proposes  to  call  toxicodendric  acid. 
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DOMESTIC    MEDICINE. 


*     BY  H.    C.   ALLEN,   M.   D.* 


Bishop  Berkely  says :    '*  Effects  misimputed,  cases  wrongly  told, 
circumstanQes  overlooked,  perhaps,   too,  prejudices  and   partialities  * 
against  truth,  may,  for  a  time,  prevail  and  keep  her  at  the  bottom  of 
the  well,  whence,  nevertheless,  she  emergeth  sooner  or  later,  and 
strikes  the  eyes  of  all  who  do  not  keep  them  shut." 

How  true  the  aphorism,  when  applied  to  the  gradual  adoption  by 
the  public  of  the  new  system  of  medicine,  and  equally  true,  I  opine, 
as  regards  the  introduction  of  family  homoeopathy.  And  here  arises 
the  long  disputed  point  by  many  members  of  the  profession — shall 
we  cultivate  a  domestic  practice,  or  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  our  allo- 
pathic predecessors  for  the  last  three  thousand  years  ?  Our  prede-. 
cessors  have  been  conservative  to  a  fault.  •  Shall  we  follow  their 
example,  or  boldly  strike  out  a  new  path  for  ourselves  ?  Every 
attempt  to  popularize  domestic  homoeopathic  practice,  or  enlighten 
the  intelligent  public  in  regard  to  the  simplest  truths  and  primary 
principles  of  medicine,  has  met  at  the  hands  of  the  profession  a  fierce 
and  most  determined  opposition.  It  is  evident  that  such  a  course  of 
conduct  originates,  not  so  much  in  the  interest  and  advancement  of 
homoeopathy",  as  in  the  speculation  and  personal  aggrandizement  of  its 
professed  friends.  No  wonder  that  our  beloved  science  should,  in  her 
hour  of  need,  be  compelled  to  <3ry  out,  "  Lord,  deliver  me  from  my 
friends.'*  To  introduce  domestic  homoeopathy,  is  by  some  of  our 
practitioners  considered  as  little  else  than  a  crime  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude. 

But  this  should  not  be  !  It  is  true  that  almost  all  our  examples^ 
and  pre-conceived  opinions  are  opposed  to  su6h  a  course.  The  Old 
School  for  centuries  has  sedulously  endeavored  (with  a  few  honorable 
exceptions)  to  keep  the  people  in  as  complete  ignorance  as  possible 
of  the  simplest  medical  truths.  And  the  ignorance  of  the  masses 
to-day,  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  laws  of  health  and  prevention  of 
disease,  tells  but  too  plainly  how  completely  they  have  succeeded. 
If  the  literal  rendering  of  the  word  "  Doctor  "  signified  in  the  past, 
or  even  in  modern  times,  what  it  does  at  present,  this  should  haye 

'*'  Read  before  the  *'  Canadian  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,**  Sept.  30, 1865. 
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been  very  different.  How  often,  very  often,  to  the  earnest  inquiries 
of  anxious  friends  as  to  the  probable  cause,  course  and  termination  of 
even  the  most  common-place  ailment,  do  we  hear  the  answer,  couched 
in  such  high  sounding  and  strictly  medical  technicalities,  that  after  a 
lengthy  explanation  by  the  Doctor,  in  which  all  the  minutia  of  the 
case  is  entered  into  in  Greek  and  Latin,  the  relief  is  apparent  when 
the  discourse  is  finished,  although  they  may  not  have  comprehended  a 
single  sentence.  And  it  is  to  this  spirit  of  intolerance  everywhere 
manifested  by  the  profession,  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  without 
its  pale,  but  pertaining  to  its  practice,  that  we  trace  the  first  advent 
of  that  bane  and  disgrace  and  curse  of  every  school — quacks  and 
quackery.  It  is  the  same  spirit  which  forced  Martin  Luther  and  the 
Scotch  Covenanters  to  take  the  first  steps  in  the  great  religious  refor- 
mations which  they  iuaugurated,  and  which  finally  ended  in  breaking 
the  iron  rule  of  despotism  which  had  previously  held  the  religious 
world.  It  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  blind  prejudice  against 
which  Hahnemann  and  Harvey  and  Jenner  had  to  contend,  and  which 
is  so  painfully  manifested  in  the  profession  at  the  present  day. 
Neither  sound  policy  nor  good  sense  is  shown  in  such  proceedings, 
which  in  the  end  is  sure  to  recoil  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  act,  and 
hasten  the  event  they  sought  to  ward  off.  I  believe  homoeopathy  to 
be  the  greatest  blessing  ever  vouchsafed  to  man  by  an  All-Wise  and 
Beneficent  Creator,  (the  christian  religion  alone  excepted).  Hence, 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  its  advocates  pecuniarily,  commercially, 
morally  and  religiously,  to  disseminate  its  doctrines  in  every  appro- 
priate and  justifiable  manner.  I  contend  that  we  should  so  place  our 
lamps  that  they  may  become  beacon  lights,  illuminating  the  pathway 
of  the  searchers  after  truth,  diffusing  from  the  centre  of  the  circle  of 
our  influence  its  divine  rays,  which  are  to  benefit  mankind,  and  be  a 
blessing  to  future  ages.  My  reasons  for  the  belief  that  is  in  me  are 
the  following,  and  although  they  may  differ  from  those  held  by  my 
aged  and  more  experienced  colleagues  in  the  practice  of  homoeopathy, 
I  beg  your  indulgence  for  their  freedom  of  expression,  with  this  my 
only  plea.-  They  are  my  honest  convictions,  and  spoken  in  a  spirit 
whose  only  aim  is  an  investigation  into  their  merits,  with  the  view  of 
advancing  the  cause  we  love  so  well. 

I.  I  believe  it  right,  hence  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  advocate  its 
introduction. 

In  obtaining  the  degrees  which  license  us  to  practice  medicine, 
the  relief  of  suffering  humanity  is  not  our  only  aim  and  object.  We 
have  an  ulterior  one  in  view,  praisworthy  so  long  as  kept  within  proper 
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bounds.     In  the  majority  of  cases  the  leading,  all-absorbing  and  pri- 
mary inducement  to  entering  the  medical  profession,  viz.:  The  obtain- 
ing of  the   wherewithal  to  work  our  way  through  life.     Any  subject 
bearing  directly  upon  the  commissary  department  of  our  professional 
labors,  should  receive  a  careful  consideration  from  every   member 
interested.     Its  primary  action  is  upon  the  pocket,  its  secondary  is 
somewhat  more  constitutional.     When  a  professional  man  cannot  earn 
his  daily  bread  by  his  best  directed  efforts,  the  humanitarian  and 
philanthropic  motives  which  induced  him  to  enter  its  fields,  become 
to  a  very  great  extent  a  nullity.      Hence,  I  contend  that  the  proper 
and  judicious  introduction  of  "  domestic  practice,*'  will  increase  the 
extent  of  our  field  of  labor.     If  there  be  any  province  or  department 
in  which  our  beautiful  system  excels  every  other  extant,  it  is  its  ex- 
treme simplicity  of  administration.      So  harmlessly  and  effectively 
adapted  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  mankind,  in  a  quiet,  easy  and 
apparently  unconscious  manner — a  far  different  statement  than  can 
be  made  for  any  other  system  of  medicine — clearly  proving  that  it  is 
the  only  one  adapted  for  universal  family  use.     We  are  not  only  med- 
ical men\in  the  usual  acceptation  of  that  term,  but  something  more. 
We  are  the  exponents  of  a  new  system  of  medical  practice,  destined 
to  supercede  and  gradually  absorb  all  others  in  existence.     Our  duty 
is  not  only  to  earn  a  livelihood  by  our  profession,  but  to  disseminate 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  for  the  benefit  of  our  ■ 
fellow  men,  the  principles  of  homoeopathy.     In  order  to  successfully 
accomplish  this  great  desideratum,  to  establish  homceopathy  firmly  in 
the  opinions  of  the  more  intelligent  classes,  and  contribute  our  quota 
to  the  advancement  and  future  destiny  of  our  beloved  science,  obsta- 
cles will  have  to  be  met  and  conquered,  and  sacrifices  made,  which 
few  but  those  who  really  love  our  cause  are  ever  capable  of  making. 
If  it  is  right  for  me  to  practice  homoeopathy,  it  is  my  bounden   duty 
to  propagate  its  principles,  and  further  its  advancement  in  every  hon- 
orable  manner.      In  the   practical  application   of  homoeopathy — its 
introduction  into  the  families  of  my  patrons — I  expect  to  meet  with 
opposition  ;  and  the  present  object  of  this  paper  is  to  have  the  subject 
discussed  by  medical  men,  so  that  the   most   violent  and  effective 
opposition  will  be  surmounted,  by  inducing  my  brother  practitioners 
to  shoulder  a  part  of  the  responsibility,  by  undertaking  its   introduc- 
tion.    That  powerful  objection  so  frequently  urged,  that  Dr.  A.  and 
Dr.  B.  do  not  approve  of  the  practice,  that  they  say  it  does  more 
harm  than  good,  that  wherever  it  has  been  introduced  it  is  now  wholly 
abandoned  as  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public, 
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js  an  argument  hard  to  combat.  Our  allopathic  brethren  condemn  it 
altogether,  as  "  trifling  with  life ;"  but  that  is  nothing  more  than  they 
do  with  our  practice  in  every  particular,  wherever  and  whenever  they 
have  an  opportunity.  Every  member  of  this  Institute  trill  agree 
with  me  in  this  assertion,  that  it  is  more  safe  and  effective  by  far  than 
Calomel  and  Jalap,  Castor  oil  and  Blue  pill.  Rhubarb  and  Magnesia 
with  blisterings  and  vomitings,  and  endless  purgation.  These  are 
the  only  alternatives  to  choose,  homoeopathic  domestic  practice,  and 
allopathic  domestic  empiricism. 

The  people  must  have  something  in  cases  of  emergency,  especially 
where  they  reside  at  some  distance  froja,  and  are  unable  to  summon 
the  homoeopathic  physician  of  their  choice  at  a  moment's  warning. 
And  better,  far  better,  trust  to  a  domei^tic  homoeopath,  than  an  allo- 
pathic "  regular." 

Again,  for  every  simple  disease,  as  a  common  cold  or  a  slight 
diarrhoea,  the  majority  of  people  do  not  wish  to  apply  to  a  physician, 
and  eittier  trust  to  the  curative  powers  of  nature,  or  appeal  to  some 
one  of  the  thousand  quack  remedies,  so  profusely  advertised  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

II.  It  is  to  my  interest ^  the  interest  of  my  'patrons^  the  interest  of 
liomoBopathy^  to  cultivate  a  domestic  practice. 

This  statement  may  take  some  by  surprise,  and  to  all  seem  some- 
what paradoxical ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  true.  During  the  Cholera 
epidemic,  which  devastated  so  many  American  cities  in  1847,  Cincin- 
nati was  visited,  and  here  homoeopathy  obtained  one  of  the  most  signal 
victories  recorded  in  the  annals'  of  this  great  reform.  And  it  was 
niainly  due  to  the  skillful  management  of  domestic  practice  by  Drs. 
Pulte  and  Ehrmann,  that  the  success  was  achieved.  Every  homoeo- 
pathic family  was  provided  with  a  few  remedies,  and  complete  direc- 
tions for  use  in  the  earliest  stages  of  the  disease  given,  until  the 
physician  could  be  called.  In  this  manner  several  hundred  cases 
were  treated,  with  a  list  of  mortality  much  smaller  than  was  ever 
before  known.  And  I  am  convinced  that  Cholera  is  not  the  only 
disease  in  whiph  it  may  successfully  be  used.  I  have  given  the  sub- 
ject a  great  deal  of  thought,  and  am  satisfied  that  it  is  looked  upon  in  a 
false  light  by  many  members  Df  the  profession.  The  chief  objectors 
are  those  who  care  very  little  for  the  profession,  except  to  make 
mone5  out  of  it,  and  their  chief  objections  arise  from  the  mistaken 
views  they  entertain  in  regard  to  this  particular  point,  that  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  there  is  eventually  more  money  to'  be  made 
by  the  proper  and  judicious  propagation  of  our  system,  than  in  the 
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withholdiog  of  everything  pertaining  to  it  from  the  people.  The 
ignorant  and  unintelligent  are  not  usually  the  first  to  adopt  homoeopa- 
thy ;  nor  do  they  ever  become  the  firmest  advocates  of  its  principles. 
They  are  not  always  ready  to  settle  their  bills  without  disputation, 
or  a  very  large  reduction  from  the  regular  charges.  They  never 
adopt  homoeopathy  from  principle,  and  seldom  support  it  any  longer 
than  the  practice  is  successful  in  every  particular.  To  me,  it  is  not 
very  satisfactory  to  attend  this  class  of  patit  nts,  and  the  compensation 
I  have  received  has  never  been  very  large.  I  prefer  to  follow  my 
vocation  among  the  intelligent,  who  have  enough  natural  shrewdness 
to  discover  that  your  only  object  in  practicing  medicine  is  pecuniary 
gain,  and  who  very  often,  and  sometimes  very  justly,  conclude  that 
**pro  bpno publico'*  never  entered  the  list,  and  patronize  you  accord- 
ingly. I  contend  that  we  are  not  only  physicians  in  the  strictest 
moral  acceptation  of  that  term,  but  philanthropists  and  pioneers  of  a 
great  and  glorious  reform,  destined  in  a  few  years,  if  properly  managed, 
to  Monopolize  the  majority  of  all  that  is  worth  monopolizing  in  every 
intelligent  community. 

We  must  labor  for  the  advancement  and  future  destiny  of  our 
cause,  and  in  that  manner  secure  in  the  end  our  just  reward  and. true 
compensation.  No  man  in  the  history  of  any  reform  ever  withstood 
greater  obloquy,  abuse  and  persecutions  from  his  professional  brethren, 
than  did  our  illustrious  founder ;  and  seldom  have  any  met  with  a 
greater  or  more  enduring  monument.  If  homoeopathy  was  ever  in- 
tended to  benefit  the  people,  its  propagation  ought,  and  must  necces- 
sarily,  devolve  upon  the  members  of  the  profession.  The  people 
must  know  of  and  about  it,  in  order  to  believe  in  and  adopt  it.  Hence, 
it  is  the  personal  interest  of  every  practitioner  to  encourage  domestic 
practice.  That  we  will  never  receive  any  assistence  from  o«r 
allopathic  brethren  in  educating  the  masses,  is  a  foregone  conclusion, 
(as  their  system  flourishes  best  in  ignorance,)  therefore,  if  the  work  is 
to  be  done,  we  must  do  it  ourselves,  I  am  aware  that  in  the  attempt 
we  will  meet  with  every  species  of  opposition,  even  in  our  own  ranks  ; 
that  views  as  opposite  as  the  poles  are  asumed,  are  maintained,  and 
advocated  by  our  members.  In  proof  of  this  assertion  I  would  refer 
my  medical  friends  to  Dr.  Pomeroy's  article  in  the  N.  A.  Journal,  Vol. 
7,  No.  25,  as  a  '*  specimen  brick  "  of  the  present  generation,  or  to  the 
remarkable  sentence  left  on  record  by  the  celebrated  French  surgeon 
Ambrose  Pare,  regarding  the  future  destiny  of  medicine.  "•  God  is 
my  witness,  and  all  good  men  know,  that  I  have  now  labored  fifty 
years  with  all  care  and  pains,  in  the  illustration  and   amplification  of 
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my  art,  and  that  I  have  so  certainly  touched  the  mark  wherat  I  aimed, 
that  antiquity  may  seem  to  have  nothing  wherein  it  may  exceed  us, 
beside  the  glory  of  invention,  nor  posterity  anything  left  but  a  certain 
small  hope  to  add  some  things,  as  it  is  easy  to  add  to  former  inven- 
tions." Although  nearly  three  centuries  have  elapsed  since  the  above 
was.  written,  although  homoeopathy  has  been  discovered,  put  in 
practice  and  adopted  by  thousands  of  intelligent  persons  in  every 
land,  notwithstanding  the  flood  of  light  it  has  shed  over  the  hitherto 
dark  and  benighted  pathway  of  medical  lore,  there  are  some  among 
us  at  the  present  day,  who  would,  if  they  could,  almost  prevent  the 
further  dissemination  of  its  principles  among  the  people,  apparently 
from  motives  not  altogether  praiseworthy.  They  would  confine  med- 
ical knowledge  wholly  to  the  profession^  make  it,  if  possible,  more 
strictly  professional  than  their  allopathic  brethren  endeavored  to  make 
"  old  physic^,"  when  they  nearly  killed  .it  outright  through  mistaken 
kindness.  *         *#         #         #*#** 

III.  It  forms  a  nucleus  round  which  the  family  influence  is  extended 
as  arou7id  a  comnwn  centre. 

In  this  world  we  all  exert  an  influence  for  good  or  evil.  We 
cannot  become  members  of  society  without  receiving  from  it  certain 
impressions,  for  which  we  should  make  some  adequate  return.  And 
what  is  true  as  regards  society  in  general,  is  equally  true  in  the  med- 
ical province,  where  every  believer  or  convert  to  our  principles 
becomes  an  advocate  and  laborer  for  the  dissemination  of  the  same, 
throughout  the  circles  of  his  influence.  The  more  you  educate  such 
an  advocate,  the  better  prepared  is  he  to  do  battle  in  our  behalf,  to 
meet  and  combat  the  various  forms  of  objections  offered  by  his  oppo- 
nents, to  set  forth  the  comparative  merits  of  homoeopathy,  side  by 
side  with  every  other  system,  which  he  can  do  with  a  far  better  grace 
than  yourself,  as  he  is  not  suspected  of  being  pecuniarly  interested, 
but  laboring  for  the  good  of  his  friend.  A  few  such  assistants  is  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  every  young  man  just  entering  upon  the  prac- 
tical department  of  his  profession,  and  will  never  injure  any,  no  matter 
how  well  ho  may  be  established. 

The  field  is  already  occupied  by  a  learned,  powerful  and  jealous 
profession.  All  the  posts  of  emolument  and  power  are  at  present  in 
their  possession,  and  they  appear  but  too  willing  to  defend  them  ;  and 
as  the  pioneers  of  a  new  medical  doctrine,  we  have  a  duty  to  perform 
to  ourselves,  to  posterity,  to  humanity  and  to  science,  iu  the  propaga- 
tion of  our  beloved  homoeopathy.  I  contend  that  the  most  vulnerable 
point  of  our  adversaries  is  iu  the  families   of  the  intelligent,  and   the 
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best  method  of  enlisting  them  in  our  ranks  on  the  side  of  right  and 
justice,  is  to  encourage  them  in  a  domestic  practice.  All  the  great 
and  liberal  minds,  whose  names  appear  on  the  historic  page  of  medi- 
cine, the  best  practitioners  the  "  Old  School  *'  have  ever  given  to  the 
world,  have  sedulously  labored  to  popularize  their  art.  The  renegade 
Peters  has  spoken  and  written  to  the  extent  of  his  abilities  against  the 
popular  practice,  but  his  writings  and  teachings  are  in  such  striking 
contrast  with  his  practice,  that  every  medical  man  may  place  as  much 
reliance  on  their  soundness  as  the  opinions  merit,  for  he  has  rea/ped 
the  reward  of  his  labors.  And  whether  we,  as  homceopaths,  oppose  it 
or  assist  it  with  our  best  directed  efforts,  it  is  destined,  sooner  or 
later,  to  become  a  part  and  parcel  of  almost  every  household  who 
believe  in  and  practice  the  truth  of  similia. 

And  finally,  it  is  a  rule  in  military  tactics,  that  a  conquered  posi- 
tion should  always  be  fortified,  before  the  returning  countercharge 
compels  evacuation.  It  is  of  little  service  to  us  to  make  a  convert  of 
any  man  unless  we  make  a  permanent  one.  If  a  maii  adopt  homoeo- 
pathy from  a  conscientious  belief  in  its  superiority  to  combat  disease, 
he  should  be  abl^  to  meet  his  adversary  upon  his  own  ground,  and 
with  arguments  sufficiently  convincing  to  carry  off  the  victory.  A 
man  thus  armed  with  the  invincible  logic  of  truth,  is  worth  a  small 
army  of  lukewarm  supporters.  We  should  instruct  such  men,  and 
teach  them  the  "  law  of  similia,"  until  they  in  turn  are  able  to  become 
its  expounders  and  advocates.  Guide  their  footsteps  in  the  path  until 
they  are  able  to  walk  alone.  They  cannot  know  too  much  of  homoeo- 
pathy. We  should  endeavor  to  popularize  our  art,  an d»  propagate 
homoeopathy  by  principle,  and  not  by  the  temporary  success  of  its 
practice  alone  One  man,  capable  of  advocating  our  cause  from  this 
higher  statid-point,  capable  of  explaining  the  *'  modus  operandi^*  of 
our  remedies  in  treating  disease,  and  convincing  its  opponents  of  the 
truth  of  our  therapeutics,  is  truly  an  assistant.  We  should  endeavor 
to  unmask  our  profession  of  all  those  things  which  resemble  quackery, 
mystery  and  imposition,  and  place  medical  knowledge  before  the  pub- 
lic in  a  light  so  simple  and  easily  understood,  that  every  student  in 
our  Universities  should  be  compelled  to  acquire  it  as  a  part  of  his 
Academic  course.  If  our  system  be  true,  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare 
of  mankind,  and  there  are  very  few  so  utterly  devoid  of  understanding 

that  cannot  be  made  to  comprehend  its  primary  principles.  The  law 
does  not  hold  a  man  guiltless  who  pleads  ignorance  of  the  same,  but 
goes  on  the  presumption  that  every  man  has  a  knowledge  of  the  minutia 
as  well  as  its  general  principles.  And  I  would  ask,  Why  not  in 
medicine  also  ?********• 
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For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
OASES    OF    POISOmNG    FBOM    PETBOLEITH. 


BT    X.   C.  BECKWITH,  M.  D, 


Case  I.  A  child,  two  years  of  age,  drank  copiously  of  refined 
carbon  oil,  or  petroleum,  which  produced  the  following  symptoms  : — 
Abdomen  **  wonderfully  distended  or  bloated,  the  spine  bent  back- 
ward and  stiff  (opisthotonos),  excessive  thirst,"  &c.  Died  in  six  hours 
toitkaiU  medical  treatment. 

Case  n.  A  negro  child,  aged  two  years,  drank  freely  of  the  car- 
bon oil,  Aug.  18,  1865.  In  thirty  minutes  abdomen  swelled,  verte- 
bral column  bent  backward  and  stiff,  child  rational  but  excessively 
thirsty. 

We  gave  Ipecacuanha  tinct.,  which  produced  vomiting.  The  child 
threw  up  oil.     ("  Struck  lie.") 

*  In  six  hours  we  visited  it  again,  and  found  spine  still  stiff  and 
bent  backward,  abdomen  remaining  tympanitic,  eyes  staring  wildly 
about,  less  thirst.     We  ordered  warm  bath  and  Arsenicum. 

In  twelve  hours  we  found  tympanitic  removed,  sp^ne  normal 
pulse  140  per  minute,  no  thirst,  but  urine  suppressed.  We  gave 
Aconite  3d  dilution. 

Aug.  19.  Pulse  130  per  minute,  urine  scant  with  brick  colored 
sediment  and  of  carbon  oil  smell.     Gave  Cantharides  3d. 

Aug.  20.  Found  it  much  the  same,  except  the  pulse,  which  was 
reduced  to  100  per  minute.     Continued  Cantharides. 

Aug.  21.     Pulse  80  per  minute.     Child  convalescent. 


THE    IMPORTANCE    OF    CASE-WBITINa. 


Hahnemann,  in  the  Organon  of  Medicine^  §  LXXXIV. — §  CIV. 
gives  directions  for  the  examination  of  a  patient  which  have  nev-er 
been  surpassed  by  any  writer  on  practical  medicine.  He  insists 
especially  in  the  necessity  of  committing  to  writing  the  full  particu- 
lars of  every  case.  By  the  majority  of  homoeopathic  practitioners  his 
injunctions  in  this  respect  have  been  carefully  followed.  Some  there 
'  are  who  do  not  take  notes,  excusing  themselves  from  doing  so  on  the 
score  of  the  lack  of  time.  We  remember  well  seeing  the  neatly  writ- 
ten out  case-papers  of  the  late  Dr.  Atkin,  than  whom  no  one  ever 
more  conscientiously  conducted  bo  large  and  laborious  a  general  prac- 
tice ;  and  yet  he  told  iia  that  he  had  a  report  of  nearly  every  case  he 
had  attended  during  the  whole  of  his  residence  in  Hull.     Busy  as  he 


864  AMERICAN   HOMOEOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 

was,  he  found  the  time  to  write  out  all  needful  details  ;  and  more 
than  that,  to  study  each  ease  presenting  any  unusual  appearance,  and 
carefully  to  compare. the  symptomatology  of  the  diseases  entrusted  to 
his  skill  with. .  thaj  of  the  provings  in  the  Materia  Medica.  How 
thorough  was  his  knowledge  of  disease,  how  intimate  his  acquaintance 
with  the  Materia  Medica^  how  successful  his  practice,  is  well  known 
to  all  who  enjoyed  his  friendship.  One  of  the  secrets  of  so  much 
power  was  his  taking  notes  of  his  cases. 

The  late  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  in  his  Autobiography^  expresses 
very  strongly  his  sense  of  the  value  of  note-taking.  "  My  custom," 
he  writes,  *'  has  been  to  take  short  notes  at  the  bedside  of  the  patients 
in  the  day,  and  expand  them  with  the  aid  of  my  memory  in  the  even- 
ing. After  an  experience  of  fifty  years,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  one 
can  be  well  acquainted  with  his  profession,  either  as  a  physician  or  a 
surgeon,  who  has  not  studied  in  that  manner.  It  is  only  by  these 
means  that  a  case  can  be  thoroughly  and  scientifically  investigated,  or 
that  that  minute  and  accurate  knowledge  of  it  can  be  obtained,  which 
is  necessrry  to  a  right  diagnosis.'* 

Case-taking  is  pretty  much  a  matter  of  habit,  and,  like  most  good 
habits,  only  acquired  after  some  difficulty,  and  by  dint  of  patient, 
perseverance.  Its  value  when  acquired  is  incalculable. — {British) 
Homceopathic  Review, 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obseryer. 

iEsculus  JOippocastanum  in  Piles  and  Constipation. 


BY  A.  L.  L.  POTTEB,   M.  D. 


Patient,  a  man  of  65  years,  light  hair  and  complexion  ;  tall,  spare, 
feeble,  phlegmatic.  Treated  him  four  weeks  with  the  first  decimal 
dilution  of  JEscidus  hip.\  a  dose  night  and  morning. 

Ho  says  :  '*  Your  treatment  has  done  that  for  9ne  which  all  the 
physicians  and  patent  medicines  have  failed  to  do  for  thirty -five  years  ; 
I  am  cured." 


Provings  by  W.  H.  Burt,  M.  D. — A  physician  of  the  most  exten- 
sive practice  and  varied  accomplishments  says,  "  We  are  very  much 
indebted  to  Dr.  BuRxybr  his  provings,  and  cannot  too  higJdy  com- 
mend his  zeaW  Wo  fully  agree  with  him.  In  some  particulars  Dr. 
B.'s  labors  are  open  to  criticism,  and  he  will  be  aided  in  further  inves- 
tigations if  kindly  directed  by  abler  minds;  but  low  caricature  or 
sharp  censure  from  any  one  will  do  no  good.  There  are  some  mett 
who  have  never  contributed  a  single  proving  worthy  of  notice,  who 
are  very  ready  with  reflections  and  censures. 
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A   SINaXTl4AR    CASE. 


BT  J.   M.  C0MIN8,  M.  D.,  PALMKR,  MASS. 


I  have  several  times  visited  Mrs.  Sophronia  Potter,  of  Greenfield, 
Mass.,  who  had  heen  in  a  very  singular  condition,  resembling  very 
much  a  person  in  a  natural  sleep,  for  eighteen  consecutive  weeks  ;• 
then  awoke  to  a  more  natural  condition,  for  thtee  days,  although  far 
firom  being  normal ;  then  relapsed  into  the  same  unnatural  sleep  for 
five  consecutive  weeks,  since  which  time,  May  1st,  she  has  been  awake 
daily.  She  is  thirty-seven  years  of  age,  has  always  enjoyed  good 
comfortable  health,  is  about  medium  size,  light  sandy  complexion,  dark 
auburn  hair,  dark  gray  eyes,  quite  full,  in  health  bright  and  sparkling, 
but  now  have  a  vacant,  timid  look ;  features  rather  coarse,  mouth 
large,  lips  a  little  thick,  but  all  the  lines  about  the  face  portray  mel- 
ancholy. Not  a  smile,  not  a  ray  of  sunshine  plays  upon  her  statue- 
like features.  She  has  a  very  good  evenly-balanced  head,  with  per- 
ceptive faculties  very  large.  She  has  never  suflfered  from  the  various 
ills  that  the  female  sex  are  subject  to,  neither  from  any  spinal  affec- 
tion; has  borne  three  healthy  living  children,  and  recovered  well 
from  each  labor.  While  asleep — ^for  I  know  not  what  else  to  call  it — 
the  iris  of  her  eye  could  not  be  seen  ;  on  lifting  the  lids,  the  eye 
rolled  so  far  upward  rfs  to  hide  it  entirely.  The  circulation  was  slug- 
gish, respiration  full  but  slow.  Her  bowels  were  quite  inactive,  mov- 
ing only  by  the  aid  of  artificial  means,  urine  dark  and  scanty,  depos- 
iting a  brick-dust  sediment.  She  moved  very  sluggishly,  much  like 
one  almost  insensibly  intoxicated  or  ansesthetised,  could  bear  her 
weight,  if  balanced  upon  her  feet,  would  sit  in  her  arm-chair  for  hours 
when  placed  there  ;  could  move  her  hands  and  feet  a  very  little. 
During  the  first  eighteen  weeks  she  took  but  little  nourishment,  and 
that  little,  liquid  food  introduced  through  the  teeth,  her  jaws  being 
firmly  set,  and  left  to  run  back  until  it  came  in  contact  with  the  glot- 
tis ;  she  would  then  swallow. 

When  she  awoke  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  eighteen  weeks  she 
said  she  knew,  and  related,  some  things  that  had  been  said,  and  many 
things  she  thought  had  transpired  had  not  actually  occurred.  Her 
eyes  were  very  susceptible  to  the  light,  and  vision  much  impaired, 
things  appearing  at  a  great  distance;  sounds  also  seemed  remote. 
She  said  it  was  the  judgment  of  Ood  for  some  misdemeanor,  that  was 
visited  upon  her,  and  she  could  not  cast  off  his  wrath.  She  is  now  in 
a  conscious  state,  although  unnatural.  Says  but  very  little  to  any  one. 
Eats  about  one-fourth  what  she  did  when  well.     Her  mind  atvll  ^Vvg^^ 
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to  its  earthly  home,  but  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  the  house  she 
lives  in  has  wasted  away,  and  is  the  dwelling-place  of  a  mind  that 
once  was,  but  now  has  gone  down  to  decay. 

She  is  about  eight  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  Her  husbaild 
says  he  can  trace  her  lethargy  back  one  year  and  a  half,  and  she 
remarked  a  few  days  before  her  attack,  that  her  work  was  done, 
and  she  was  going  to  sleep ;  and  when  she  awoke,  after  eighteen 
weeks,  she  said  her  sleep  was  not  through,  and  slept  on.  Physicians 
from  viarious  places  have  visited  her,  and  several  have  tried  to  arouse 
her.  She  has  withstood  various  tortures,  such  as  slapping  the  hands 
and  feet  severely,  running  a  feather  into  the  nose  and  rotating  it,  tick- 
ling, &o.,  together  with  the  shocks  of  a  galvanic  battery,  producing 
about  the  same  effect  they  would  have  done  upon  a  corpse. 

Within  the  last  year  she  has  been  very  attentive  to  Church  ;  and 
at  time^  has  been  very  devout,  thinking  the  Lord  was  about  to  chastise 
her  for  some  unaccountable  sin.  Her  religious  belief  has  been  the 
"  Freewill  Baptist." 

I  am  informed  by  an  aged  worthy  physician,  who  has  had  the  care 
of  the  family,  that  her  mother  has  been  subject  to  fits  of  hypochon- 
driasis. Two  of  her  sisters  have  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  The 
females  of  the  family,  except  Mrs.  Potter,  have  all  been  Second  Ad- 
ventists,  and  have  been  several  times  unduly  excited  upon  the  subject. 

From  the  continued  use  of  the  galvanic  battery  for  several  weeks, 
she  has  become. very  susceptible  to  a  very  slight  current. 

The  motory  system  seems  to  be  in  active  play,  and  obeys  its  man- 
date, but  where  is  the  mind  to  govern  it  ?  She  seems  to  be  far  down 
the  •*  hill  of  life,"  worn  and  toppling  under  the  weight  of  a  century  of 
winters. 

Since  writing  the  above  she  has  given  birth  to  a  sprightly,  active 
son,  (June  24th)  but  is  herself  still  going  down,  withering  and  fading 
away.  The  heart  still  beats ;  the  soul  still  clings  to  its  earthly  taber- 
nacle, but  the  mind  has  left  its  throne. 

I  will  report  farther  upon  the  case  if  anything  of  interest  trans- 
pires.— Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


From  the  Clevaland  Herald,  Sept.  30, 1865, 

A    XEW    FEATXTBE    IN    LIFE     INSUKANCE. 

Witliin  a  few  days  past  there  has  been  organized  a  new  Life  Insu- 
rance Company,  with  its  principal  ofi&ce  in  this  city,  having,  beside 
the  usual  forms  of  the  old  companies,  a  special  section  to  take  risks 
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upon  the  lives  of  patrons  of  Homoeopathy  at  ten  per  cent,  lower  pre- 
mium rates  than  upon  other  lives.  The  following  extract  from  the 
London  Observer^  (England)  will  briefly  explain  the  views  and  objects 
leading  to  the  formation  of  this  Company  : 

HoMCEOPATHY  AND  LiFE  ASSURANCE. — The  directors  of  the  Lon- 
don Life  Assurance  office —  the  **  General  Provident," — at  its  recent 
meeting,  have  placed  on  record  their  opinion,  "that  persons  treated  by 
the  Homoeopathic  system  enjoy  more  robust  health,  are  less  frequently 
attacked  by  disease,  and  when  attacked  recover  more  rapidly  than 
those  treated  by  any  other  system ;  that  with  respect  to  the  more 
fatal  classes  of  disease,  the  mortality  under  Homoeopathy  is  small  in 
comparison  with  that  of  Allopathy  ;  that  there  are  diseases  not  cura- 
ble at  all  under  the  latter  system,  which  are  perfectly  curable  under 
the  former  ;  fiually,  that  the  medicines  prescribed  by  Homoeopathists 
do  not  iujure  the  constitution,  whereas  those  employed  by  Allopaths 
not  unf^equently  entail  the  most  serious,  and  in  many  instances  fatal 
consequences."  The  directors  further  prbpose  to  summon  a  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  to  lay  before  them  the  facts  they  have  collected, 
and  the  decision  to  which  they  have  arrived,  namely,  **  to  open  a  spe- 
cial section  for  persons  treated  by  the  Homoeopathic  system,  at  a 
lower  rate  of  premium  than  that  charged  on  other  lives." 

"  The  Hahnemannian  Life  Insurance  Company  "  has  been  duly 
organized,  under  a  perpetual  charter,  with  a  present  capital  stock  of 
$200,000,  and  the  privilege  of  increasing  the  same  to  $1,000,000.  It 
has  a  Board  of  fifteen  Directors,  selected  from  among  its  heaviest 
stockholders,  all  gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  in  Ohio,  as  busi- 
ness men  and  capitalists. 

No  Life  Insurance  Company  in  this  country  has  ever  started  upon 
a  firmer  foundation,  or  with  brighter  prospects.  Although  not  local 
in  its  character  or  field  of  operations,  our  community  will  look  upon 
its  career  with  feelings  of  pride. 

As  to  the  new  and  peculiar  feature  of  this  Company  in  regard  to 
kinds  of  medical  practice,  we  cannot  be  expected  to  say  much,  since 
we  know  so  little  of  it.  The  statistics  and  tables,  upon*  the  figures  of 
which  the  ten  per  cent,  discount  is  made  in  favor  of  patrons  of  Homoe- 
opathy are  not  before  us.  But  we  can  see  no  reason  wiy  Life  Insu 
ranee  Companies  should  not  take  into  their  calculations  the  medicat 
causes  that  may  tend  to  shorten  or  lengthen  human  life,  as  well  as 
those  of  climate^  business  or  habits. 

If  the  chances  for  the  life,  or  as  insurance  men  say,  "  the  expect 
ancy,"  is  greater  among  the  patrons  of  Homoeopathy,  we  can  imagine 
no  good  reason  for  their  being  compelled  to  pay  the  higher  rates,  fixed 
for  such  as  depend  upon  more  hazardous  modes  of  medical  treatment. 

For  our  own  part  we  are  glad  to  have   sharp-eyed  financiers  IcK^k. 
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iiito  these  questions,  that  we  may  attain  to  some  satisfactory  know- 
ledge of  such  occult  and  generally  mystified  arts  as  that  of  healing. 
Ultimately  we  may  hope  to  learn  with  some  good  degree  of  certainty, 
what  is  best  for  us  when  sick,  a&  we  have,  for  the  most  part,  already 
learned  what  ways  and  means  are  best  for  us  when  well.  As  yet  we 
venture  no  opinions  upon  the  new  distinctions  made  in  the  subjects  of 
insurance  by  "  The  Hahnemannian,"  but  shall  always  endeavor  to 
favor  every  effort  that  in  any  wise  promises  to  elicit  knowledge  and 
good  for  the  human  race. 

Among  the  stockholders  we  notice  such  names  as  Hon.  B.  F. 
Wade,  and  other  prominent  men  throughout  the  State. 

Of  the  character  and  strength  of  this  new  company,  however,  wc 
wish  to  speak  in  decided  terms,  to  do  which  most  effectually  we  pre- 
sent a  list  of  its  Board  and  officers  : — 

H.  M.Chapin,  Mayor  of  Cleveland ;  Wm.  Hewitt,  Superintendent 
Union  Line  Express  Co.;  S.  L.  Mather,  Cleveland  Iron  Mining  Co.; 
E.  P.  Eells,  Vice-President  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank ;  J.  P. 
Bake,  President  of  the  Dover  Bay  Grape  and  Wine  Co.;  S.  R.  Beck- 
with,  S.  F.  Lester  &  Co  ,  Cleveland;  H.  C.  Blossom,  Wm.  Bingham 
&  Co.,  Cleveland;  Geo.  Sprague,  Geo.  Sprague  &  Co.,  Cleveland; 
Wm.  Edwards,  Edwards  Townsend  &  Co.,  Cleveland ;  R.  F.  Paine, 
Attorney,  of  Paine  &  Wade,  Cleveland ;  A.  S.  Sanford,  Sanford  & 
Haywfird,  Cleveland;  W.  A.  Fisher,  H.  Garrettson  &  Co.,  Cleveland; 
W.  B.  McBride,  Hussey  &  McBride,  Cleveland ;  H.  G.  Cleveland, 
Cleveland ;  Brown  &  Co.;  Cleveland  ;  James  Baruett,  Geo.  Worthing- 
ton  &  Co.,  Cleveland. . 

Officers. — H.  31.  Chapin,  President ;  Wm.  Hewitt,  Vice  President ; 
S.  S.  Coe,  Secretary ;  J.  P.  Bake,  Actuary  ;  S.  R.  Beckwith,  General 
Agent;  D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Medical  Examiner;  Paine  &  Wade, 
Attorneys. 

Exeaitive  Cmnmitte. — H.  M.  Chapin,  S.  L.  Mather,   D.  P.  Eelif. 

MEDICAL    TRACTS    FOB    THE    PEOPLE. 


I  feel  there  is  a  positive  demand  for  light  for  the  people,'  in  the 
shape  of  tracts  or  pamphlets,  setting  forth  in  simple,  plain  English, 
the  history,  conquests  and  triumphs  of  the  Homoeopathic  healing  art. 
Our  works  are  most  of  them  too  scientific  for  the  common  people. 
Something  for  the  people  to  read,  in  regard  to  what  Homoeopathy  has 
done,  is  doing,  and  is  capable  of  doing,  to  relieve  human  suffering  and 
cure  disease,  will  do  more  for  the  cause,  in  my  humble  opinion,  thaa 
all  the  domestic  ttealiees  we  now  have.  A.  L.  L.  P. 
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For  the  American  Homocopathio  Observer. 
FCETICIDE. 


The  following  extract  from  an  argument  made  by  District  Attor- 
ney Hall,  of  New  York  City,  in  the  case  of  one  Dr.  Cobell,  charged 
with  producing  abortion  resulting  in  the  death  of  the  mother,  is  cer- 
tainly a  fine  specimen  of  forensic  eloquence.  We  lay  it  before  our 
readers  under  the  impression  that  its  solemn  warning  should  be 
uttered  in  the  ears  of  especially  every  young  medical  practitioner, 
whose  temptations  to  such  crimes  are  always  unusually  strong.  W^ 
desire,  to  say,  however,  that  Mr.  Hall's  statement  in  regard  to  the 
morals  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  on  this  question,  is  not  well 
founded.  It  does  not  accord  with  our  experience  that  the  members 
of  that  church  are  either  absolutely  or  in  an  especial  degree  free  from 
this  crime.  They  may  be  said  to  compare  favorably  with  any  other 
religioua  class,  and  no  more.  W. 

This  crime  of  abortion  grew  by  the  very  immunity  which  some 
juries  had  given  it  from  the  box  in  which  they  sat.  It  is  a  fearful 
occurrence  and  recurrence  in  this  country — in  this  large  metropolis, 
and  it  proceeds  from  divers  causes.  In  the  first  place  there  was  a 
general  consent  to  this  crime  by  the  community  of  wives  and  women, 
not  proceeding  from  any  depraved  instincts  On  the  contrary,  they 
will  often  see  women  who  watch  tenderly  by  the  cradles  of  their  liv- 
ing infants — who  may  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  religious  women 
— who  literally  pour  out  the  emotional  wealth  of  the  maternal  instinct 
to  their  living  child,  and  yet  feel  no  compunctions  or  remorse  at  killing 
their  embryo  children,  by  consenting  to  do  that  which  will  bring  on 
the  natural  consequences  of  abortion,  or  by  taking  medicines  under 
the  convenient  plea  of  better  health.  And  why  is  this  ?  It  is  just 
because  a  sentiment  ^uch  as  the  defendant  through  his  counsel  preach- 
ed to  that  jury,  prevailed  in  this  community.  They  hold  that  because 
it  is  an  embryotic  foetus,  now  it  has  life  and  now  it  has  not.  It  is  an 
idea  founded  on  popular  ignorance  and  not  depravity,  that  it  is  no  sin 
to  kill  the  embryo  foetus  up  to  a  certain  period  of  gestation,  that  it  is 
an  excrescence  that  nature  says  shall  be  thrown  out  of  the  body. 
This  doctrine  is  not  only  founded  on  popular  error,  bolstered  up  by 
superstition  and  preached  by  men  like  Dr.  Cobell,  but  it  is  sometimes 
listened  to  by  juries. 

And  then  there  is  another  reason  why  abortion  is  so  frequent,  and 
that  is  precisely  for  a  like  reason  that  there  are  so  many  thieves. 
Destroy  the  great  army  of  receivers,  and  you  par,alyze  the  thieves, 
because  then  the  thief  would  have  no  place  to  take  his  booty  to.  Con- 
viet,  hang  and  shut  up  your  Dr»  Cobetls,  and  where  shall  the  women 
go  to  carry  out  this  popular  superstition  and  ignorance,  which,  after 
all,  is  not  so  much  in  them  depravity,  as  it  is  in  those  who  minister  to 
their  ignorance  and  their  superstition.    It  is  to  the  everlasting  honor 
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of  the  Catholic  Church,  that  from  its  commencement  down  to  the 
present  time,  it  has  been  one  of  the  inherent  dogmas  of  that  Church, 
that  from  the  very  moment  of  conception,  there  is  the  impress  of  the 
Almighty  upon  the  foetus ;  and  whoever  shall  lay  his  finger  upon  it, 
commits  as  much  murder  as  if  it  were  laid  on  a  full-grown  man,  and 
he  was  stricken  down  to  the  earth  by  the  red  hand  of  malice  afore- 
thought, which  the  law  calls  murder — and  rightly  so.  There,  hidden 
in  the  recess  of  nature — aye,  in  the  very  shop  of  nature,  with  all  the 
beautiful  handiwork  of  the  Almighty  surrounding  it — lies  something 
which  is  in  the  process  of  manufacture — a  casket  which  shall  contain 
a  soul.  When  does  that  soul  get  there  ?  Talk  of  the  first  manifesta- 
tions of  intelligence  in  a  child --that  that  is  the  soul — that  on  some 
certain  day,  varying  in  di£Perent  individuals,  the  Almighty  imparts 
the  soul  to  the  embryo  or  foetus,  which  is  to  be  distinguished  by  med- 
ical art  and  science.  No,  says  the  Church  and  says  the  law — ^we  will 
not  speculate  about  these  things.  From  the  very  moment  of  concep- 
tion there  may  be  a  soul ;  existence  of  vitality  and  manifestation  of 
it  are  two  different  things.  Ton  hold  your  child  in  your  arms  when 
it  is  a  day  or  an  hour  old.  It  lies  there,  almost  an  inert  mass  of  mat- 
ter— certainly  not  containing  as  much  intelligence  as  the  little  dog 
that  capers  around,  sharing  in  the  general  joy  ;  and  there  it  lies,  day 
after  day,  crying  and  moaning  until  some  day  a  sudden  light  spreads 
through  the  household — the  child  recognizes  somebody  ;  it,  for  the 
first  time,  develops  that  it  has  got  something  more  than  dull  animal 
life,  and  has  a  soul  then,  and  from  that  day,  as  time  rolls  on,  it  grows 
in  the  greatness  of  goodness  or  the  meanness  of  depravity.  And  who 
will  say  that  in  the  smallest  embryo,  when  it  has  ceased  to  be  an 
ovum,  there  is  not  an  impress  of  vitality  ^hich  is  not  a  portion  of 
the  dawning  soul  ?  Therefore,  it  is  an  everlasting  honor  to  the  Bo^ 
man  Catholic  Church,  that  it  has  impressed  that  dogma  on  its  scheme 
of  mortality.  And  if  the  jury's  experience  had  extended,  they  would 
not  have  failed  to  notice  that  no  man  or  woman  connected  with  that 
Church,  ever  aided,  abetted  or  suffered  abortion.  (?)  When  the  whole 
community  shall  become  impregnated  with  this  dogma — not  using  the 
phrase  in  an  offensive  sense,  but  with  this  great  truth — when  this 
popular  superstition  and  ignorance  has  rolled  away  before  the  example 
the  jury  shall  have  set  by  their  verdict,  our  Dr.  Cobells  shall  have 
ceased  to  flourish  in  this  community,  the  dens  of  the  abortionist  shall 
be  closed  to  ignorant  women  who  come  to  them  ;  then  this  truth  shall 
be  manifested,  and  then  you  and  I  and  others,  through  this  and  kin- 
dred cases,  will  have  discharged  the  duty  we  owe  to  humanity.  It  is 
not  alone  a  crime  done  to  the  foetus  when  it  is  destroyed,  but  it  is  a 
crime  against  gestation — against  the  constitution — against  citizenship. 
Mr.  Hall  went  on  to  say :  Whenever  this  old  man  shall  end  his 
natural  life — whether  by  the  arm  of  the  law,  his  own  hand  or  by  the 
hand  of  God,  and  shall  even  obtain  a  sight  of  the  number  of  victims 
inscribed  on  the  recording  book  he  has  sent  to  the  next  world,  how 
many  will  be  there,  how  many  might  there  not  be,  under  circumstances 
like  these  ?  It  is  a  problem  you  can  work  out  for  yourselves.  Give 
me  a  girl  who  wants  to  hide  her  shame,  and  give  me  a  notorious  abor- 
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tionist,  cute  and  scientific  ;  give  me  a  woman  surprised  or  frightened 
and  who  is  anxious  to  cover  up  appearances,  and  relatives  anxious 
also,  and  you  have  opportunity  of  accomplishing  just  such  things  as 
this  in  secret.  What  says  his  law  book  upon  abortionists  ?  During 
the  eight  years  from  1840  to  1848  there  were  thirty-two  trials  for 
abortion  in  Massachusetts,  and  not  a  single  conviction  !  Newspapers 
once  in  a  while  abuse  the  District  Attorney  because  he  does  not  try 
certain  indictments  for  abortion.  Will  the  newspapers  be  kind  enough 
to  come  and  give  me  their  testimony  necessary  to  convict  ?  It  is  be- 
cause the  surroundings  of  these  crimes  so  cover  up  their  traces,  that 
there  are  so  few  convictions— it  is  so  easy  to  destroy  the  evidence  and 
it  is  so  easy  to  put  the  veil  of  science  between  the  public  prosecutor 
and  the  jury  box. 

And  now  as  I  am  about  to  commit  this  case  to  you,  let  us  see 
something  about  the  girl,  and  her  relation  to  this  monster.  I  speak 
on  the  evidence.  You  do  not  need  to  go  to  a  circulating  library  to 
borrow  a  romance ;  you  do  not  need  to  go  to  the  theatre  to  see  a  tale 
of  woe  and  horror,  when  dramas  like  this,  which  is  about  to  pass  into 
history,  is  being  enacted  in  our  midst.  A  young  girl,  eighteen  years 
of  age,  unmarried,  a  nurse  in  a  family,  unknown  to  her  parents  and 
relatives,  is  pregnant.  She  had  some  pride  left  even  if  she  had  been 
diseased  two  years  before.  Her  shame  was  known  to  the  father  of 
the  child  and  to  herself.  Counsel  then  wen4;  on  to  describe  how  Miss 
Wolfer  went  to  the  house,  in  Columbia  street,  and  engaged  rooms 
there,  and  sent  for  the  prisoner  to  prescribe  for  her  in  her  then  condi- 
tion, and  argued  therefrom  that  the  evidence  showed  the  medicines  he 
prescribed  on  the  Monday  did  not  work,  and  so  he  went  there  again 
on  the  following  Wednesday,  and  there  produced  the  abortion  with 
instruments.  After  having  done  that  he  threw  the  possible  casket  of 
a  human  soul  into  the  common  sewer ;  the  casket  of  a  soul  to  become 
part  of  the  common  filth  and  increment  of  the  city  life — to  be  gam- 
bolled over  and  eaten  by  rats  and  mice — to  be  washed  out  into  the 
great  river,  as  he  had  washed  out  that  life  to  the  great  river  of  immor- 
tality, forever  and  forever. 

We  cannot  (continued  Mr.  H.)  escape  the  natural  inference  arising 
from  this.  When  he  took  away  the  child  she  called  it  a  baby  ;  she 
had  pride  to  conceal  her  shame,  and  fallen  though  she  was,  she  had 
some  little  maternal  instinct  in  her  which  is  so  loveable,  and  she  says, 
**  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  my  little  baby — bury  it  ?"  and  the 
Doctor  said,  "  I  will."  After  that  piece  of  evidence  it  was  well  that 
the  defence  agreed  with  us.  that  notwithstanding  what  Hoffman  said, 
we  should  not  touch  her  scornfully ;  that  we  should  think  of  her 
mournfully,  gently  and  humanely,  and  not  of  her  offence,  for  all  that 
remains  of  her  is  pure  and  womanly  !  Yes,  she  has  passfed  all  dis- 
honor, and  death  has  left  on  her  only  the  beautiful.  We  are  to  deal 
with  him,  who,  usurping  the  province  of  Omniscience,  sent  her  to  an 
untimely  grave.  Something  is  going  on  in  that  room  ;  all  the  evi- 
dences of  the  crime  are  nearly  obliterated,  and  Mrs.  Crossen  in  shut 
oat.  Well,  into  the  chamber  from  whence  the  angel  of  death  had 
issued,  comes  the  minister  of  justice.     Who  did  this  foul  deed  ? 
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Who  fouled  not  only  the  soul  of  an  immortal  child,  but  also  that  of  a 
mother,  and  polluted  her  person  ?  Where  is  he  ? — at  her  feet,  cring- 
ing, asking  forgiveness  for  past  offences  ?  No  ;  glorying  in  it — "  I 
threw  Uiat  foetus  down  the  sewer.**  Cobell  is  found  by  the  bed-side 
of  this  murdered  girl ;  *'  I  want  you,"  says  Justice.  She  brings  him 
to  the  prison,  and  she  brings  him  to  the  coroner's  inquest,  and  she 
brings  him  to  this  court  room.  Here  he  is  before  you,  and  here,  in 
this  sacred  temple  of  justice,  I  stand  pleading  as  if  it  were  for  my 
heart's  blood,  in  behalf  of  my  clients,  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  calling  upon  you,  as  ministers  of  justice  who  will  deserve  well 
of  your  fellow-citizens,  if  by  your  verdict  of  conviction  you  give  an 
example  that  will  be  heeded  in  the  palaces  of  the  wealthy  and  in  the 
hamlets  of  the  poor. 


IN    THE    FBBNOH    SENATE. 


Some  sensation  has  been  excited  in.  Parisian  Medical  circles  by 
the  presentation  of  a  petition  to  the  Senate,  nominally  on  the  part  of 
five  ouvrierSf  demanding  that  Homoeopathy  should  be  introduced  into 
the  Hospitals.     In  that  august  body  such  a  demand  will,  doubtless, 
as  it  would  among  our  own  legislators,  meet  with  many  sympathisers, 
and  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  report  upon  it.     Senator  Du- 
mas, the  distinguished  chemist,  has  been  chosen  as  the  Reporter,  and 
although  the  fact  of  his  being  a  physician  certaihly  did  not  procure 
him  the  post  he  holds  in  the  assembly,  it  will  enable  him  to  discharge 
the  present  duty  with  advantage  to  the  community.     The  committee, 
before  coming  to  its  decision,  has  also  appealed  to  the  Administration 
of  Public  Assistance  for  its  advice,  and  M.  Husson,  the  Director  of 
this,  is  said  to  have  transmitted  an  extensive  and  decisive  memoir  on 
the  subject.     The  professional  view  of  such  a  demand  will,  therefore, 
probably  be  satisfactorily  developed ;  but  we  are  somewhat  surprised 
to  find  a  writer  usually  characterised  by  great  rectitude  of  Views,  M. 
Latour,  maintaining  in  the   Union  Medicale  that  the  proper  mode  of 
meeting  the  advances  of  homoeopathy  is  to  admit  its  pretensions,  secure 
that  in  the  long  run,  whether  as  teachers  or  practitioners,  its  votaries 
will  exhibit  their  nothingness.     *'  To  bring  discredit  on  their  proce- 
dures, admit  them  freely  to  your  chairs  and  your  Hospitabs ;  while  if 
you^wish  to  increase  their  importance,  submit  them  to  martyrdom  and 
persecution.'*     We  had  thought  that  a  sufficiently  long  trial  had,  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,   been   accorded,   and   that    the    verdict 
returned  was  well-nigh  unanimous ;  and  however  little  compassion  we 
may  feel  for  any  of  the  consequences  ensahug  upon  the  vagaries  of 
fashionable  frivolity  in  Medicine,  we  must  protest  against  those  who 
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have  in  their  .hands  tbie  grave  responsibility  of  providing  for  the  wanjbs 
of  the  poor  and  ignorant,  trifling  with  this  and  coolly  handing  them 
over  t6  a  set  of  visionaries,  as  if  the  result  were  a  m^re  matter  of 
speculative  curiosity  in  place  of  being  always  a  question  of  health  and 
strength^  and  often  of  life  itself.  (Medical  Times  and  Gazett^^  June 
17th,  1865.) 

Our  opponents  seem  to  have  dropped  their  allusions  to  the  **  con« 
vinoing  trials  of  homoeopathy,  by  M.  Andral,"  especially  since  M. 
Andral  himself  has  repudiated  these  trials  as  being  in  any  way  con- 
vincing. .  They  now  prefer  to  deal  in  safe  generalities  like  the  author 
of  the  above,  and  speak  about  trials  of  homoeopathy  in  various  parijs 
of  the  world.  Perhaps  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazetp 
will  kindly  favor  us  with  the  names  of  the  **  various  parts  of  the 
world  "  where  the  long  trial  of  homoeopathy  has  been  accorded,  with 
a  well-nigh  unanimous  verdict.  We  know  that  a  long  trial  of  homoeo 
pathy  has  been  awarded  in  various  hospitals  in  Austria  and  Hungary, 
that  in  Paris  r.  Tessier  gave  it  a  pretty  long  trial  in  the  various 
Hospitals  he  was  connected  with,  that  several  Hospitals  in  America, 
not  to  mention  the  special  Homoeopathic  Hospitals  in  London,  Man- 
chester, Doncaster,  and  Bath,  have  all  awarded  it  a  trial  of  greater  or 
less  length,  and  we  likewise  know  that  not  only  a  well-nighi  but  an 
absolutely  unanimous  verdict  has  been  pronounced  by  these  various 
institutions  in  favor  of  homoeopathy.  But  these  trials  and  this  verdict 
are  probably  not  what  the  writer  alludes  to.  If  he  knows  of  any 
other  trials  issuing  in  any.  other  verdict,  now  is  the  time  to  produce 
them,  and  we  call  upon  him  to  do  so.  We  need  hardly  say  that  we 
quite  agree  with  Dr.  Latour  in  wishing  the  petition  of  the  five  ouv- 
riers  granted,  though  tre  are  confident  that  the  result  of  granting  th« 
petition  will  be  exactly  Uie  opposite  of  what  the  worthy  doctor  expects 
to  happen  and  that  no  discredit  will  be  brought  on  our  procedures 
thereby.— -Bri^w^  Journal  of  HonuBopathyt  JvJ/y^  1866. 


PBAOI^AIi    MEDICINE    HIT    EXTBOPE. 


Many  suppose  that  the  practice  of  n^edioine  ^a  very  nearly  thd 
same  in  all  countries,  but  in  this  they  are  v^ry  .mucli  mistaken,  Thegre 
is  b^t  little  difference  in  the  practice  of  s\irgery,  but  in  practical 
medicine  the  difference  is.  very  marked.  In  Epglaifd,  up  to  a  peviod 
twenty  years  back,  the^  practice  was  the  same  as  in  this  country,  as 
our  {{ractice  wa^  principally  derived  from  English  authority.  Bji^t 
recently  a  very  marked  o.hange  has  taken  plape.    The  old  idea  Of  j^i 
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excess  of  something  to  be  reduoed  by  antiphlogistic  treatment,  has 
given  way,  and  instead,  almost  all  the  later  anthorities  claim  that  dis- 
ease is  a  manifestation  of  imperfect  or  lowered  vitality,  and  best 
treated  by  rest,  diet,  restoratives,  tonics  and  stimulants.  As  the 
result  of  this  change,  there  has  been  a  remarkable  diminution  of  the 
death  rate  in  disease,  which,  if  there  was  no  other  evidence,  would 
be  conclusive  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  reasoning.  The  modern 
English  physicians  have  also  paid  much  attention  to  the  development 
of  new  remedies,  and  new  uses  for  old  ones,  thus  very  much  increas- 
ing their  reseurces.  Thus  they  have  adopted  quite  a  number  of  those 
which  we  claim  as  peculiarly  our  own,  JEtnd  give  strong  testimony  as 
to  their  value. 

We  know  less  of  practical  medicine  in  France,  though  it  differs 
very  materially  from  their  brethren  across  the  channel.  As  an  illus- 
tration of  the  opinion  the  English  hold  of  their  neighbors,  we  may 
quote  from  the  testimony  given  by  Br.  Quain,  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Roebuck  being  the  questioner  : 

In  order  to  prevent  accident  and  ignorance,  would  it  not  be  a 
good  precaution  that  a  prescription  should  be  written  in  English  ? 

.  Ans.  The  patient  would  not  take  it  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  if  he 
knew  what  it  was. 

Do  you  know  in  France  all  prescriptions  are  written  in  French  ? 
Ans.    It  is  often  illegible  French  ;  and,  moreover^  the  thing  pre- 
scribed does  but  little  good  or  harm. 

Is  that  your  opinion  of  French  physicians  ? 
Ans.   From  experience,  I  can  say,  that  the  French  prescribe  what 
does  very  little  good,  and  certainly  does  very  little  harm. 

And  you  think  a  great  advantage  is  derived  from  keeping  the 
patient  in  ignorance  of  what  he  takes  ? 
Ans.  Immense  advantage. 

I  should  like  to  see  the  answer  of  Johnny  Crapeau  to  this  snarl 
of  Mr.  Bull.  It  would  doubtless  be  a  retort  courti^us.  The  French 
employ  many  simples  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  depend  much 
upon  the  natural  powers  of  the  system,  two  things  repugnant  to  the 
mercurial  fossils  of  which  Dr.  Quain  may  be  taken  as  a  type. 

In  Germany  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  physiology  and  pa- 
thology, and  therapeutics  somewhat  neglected.  The  expectant  plaa 
of  treatment  is  most  in  vogue  at  the  principal  schools,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  masses  is  confined  to  a  great  extent  to  simples  as  in  France. 
Tet  the  German  practice  is  many  times  a  good  one,  and  it  is  a  source 
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of  regret  that  we  cannot  avail  ourselyes  of  ilie  experience  of  their 
physicians. 

In  Russia  the  practice  is  a  combination  of  German  simples  witli 
the  old  English  mercurial,  and  is  not  very  successful.  Still  it  is 
progressive,  and  at  no  distant  day  we  will  find  them  adopting  the 
opinions  of  the  English  liberals. — Eclectic  Medical  Journal, 


Ventilation  in  Fpvbr.- — I>r.  MacCormac,  of  Belfast,  thus  writes 
on  this  subject  to  the  DvMin  Medical  Press:  •*  If  Dr.  Kennedy  will 
come  to  Belfast,  I  will  show  him  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  per- 
•  sons,  of  both  sexes  j;oo,  myself  inclusiv^^  who  keep  their  windows 
open  all  night  through,  in  all  seasons,  and  with  every  possible  advant- 
age. I  kept  the  windows  entirely  out  during  the  treatment  of  Cholera, 
and  with  the  utmost  benefit.  1  never  treat  a  case  of  fever,  at  what- 
ever period  of  the  year,  without  opening  the  window  and  keeping  it 
open  day  and  night — a  degree  of  exposure  which  Dr.  Henry  Kennedy 
affirms  to  be  impossible^  Persons  in  fever  do  not  commonly  labor 
under  cold  and  livid  feet,  with  cold  breath  and  pulseless  wrists.  The 
hot  stage  is  of  a  certain  duration.  There  are  also  hot  months  in  the 
year,  during  which  the  absence  of  ventilation  entails,  if  possible,  yet 
greater  evils  than  during  the  cold.  I  never  found  the  least  difficulty 
in  maintaining  warmth  along  with  open  windows  in  fever.  It  is.  a 
perfect  matter  of  notoriety,  that  fever  cases  by  the  roadside  recovered 
oftener  and  better  than  in  hospitals  with  the  closed  windows.  Dr. 
Kennedy  says  he  does  not  see  how  wards  are  to  be  kept  dry.  To 
which  I  reply,  it  is  simply  by  not  wetting  them.'' 

Lethargy. — At  the  last  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  a 
paper  was  received  from  Mr.  Blanch et,  on  three  curious  cases  of  con- 
stitutional lethargic  slumber.  One  of  them  was  that  of  a  lady  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  who,  having  slept  for  forty  days  at  the  age  of  eight* 
een,  and  fifty  days  at  the  age  of  twenty,  daring  her  honey. moon,  at 
length  had  a  fit  of  sleep  which  lasted  nearly  a  whole  year,  from  Easter 
Sunday,  1862,  to  March,  1868.  During  this  long  period  a  false  front 
tooth  had  to  be  taken  out,  in  order  to  introduce  milk  and  broth  into 
her  mouth.  This  was  her  only  food  ;  she  remained  motionless,  insen- 
sible, and  all  her  muscles  were  in  a  state  of  contraction.  Her  pulse 
was  low,  her  breathing  scarcely  perceptible ;  there  were  no  evacua- 
tions, no  leanness ;  her  complexion  was  florid  and  healthy.  The  other 
cases  were  exactly  similar.  Mr.  Blanohet  is  of  opinion  that  in  such 
cases  no  stimulants  or  forced  motion  ought  to  be  employed. 
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HAI.E>S  NZW  &EMEDIBS.— (NEW  EO]C(BOPATfiIO  FBOVXHOS.) 

My  health  not  permitting  me  to  leoture  the  ensuing  months  of 
this  year,  I  have  set  about  collecting  additional  material  for  the  Second 
Edition  of  "  New  Bemedies.''  It  will  be  ready  for  the  Pross  about 
ilie  first  of  January. 

Pro vings  or  partial  pro vings  of  any  plant  indigenous  to  United 
States  will  be  acceptable,  also  clinical  reports.  If  any  phyaician 
will '  report  to  me  his  experience  with  one  or  more  remedies,  and 
send  such  report  before  the  above  date,  it  shall  be  published  and  due 
credit  given.     In  reporting  cases  please  observe  the  following  rules  : 

I.  Give  the  symptoms  cur^d,  especially  the  characteristic  ones, 

IX.  Report  only  those  cases  where  the  remedy  was  used  singly  and 
alone.  , 

III.  Give  the  size  of  the  dose,  and  the  time  of  its  repetition. 

IV.  Write  plainly,  and  only  on  otic  side  of  the  sheet. 

All  reports,  etc.,  may  be  sent  to  my  address.  Box  550,  Chicago, 
Elinois,  E.  M.  Hale. 

FUBLISHBK's   N0TIC£. 

Dr.  Ebde,  much  to  the  regret  of  himself  and  others,  has  been 
obliged  to  avoid  public  speaking  for  a  few  mjonths,  in  order  that  he 
may  recover  from  the  effects  of  an  illness  elsewhere  referred  to.  In 
the  interim,  as  the  first  edition  of  New  Provings  is  exhausted,  he  will 
devote  his  time  until  Jan.  1,  in  collecting  additional  material  for  a 
second  edition,  which  will  contain  all  the  new  clinical  experience,  and 
later  provings  of  the  New  Eemedies.  The  new  edition  will  be  print- 
ed as  rapidly  as  due  care  will  permit. 

Presentation  copies  will  be  bound  in  substantial  leather  binding, 
and  Bent  free  to  all  contributors  of  provings  on  clinical  cases  for  the 
new  edition,  and  the  names  of  all  the  principal  contributors  placed 
upon  the  title  pages.  Articles  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Hale  before  1st 
Jan.,  1866.  Edwin  A.  Lodge,  Publisher. 


-•■♦•- 


For  the  Amerioan.  Homcdopathic  Obaeryer. 

ONEIDA    CO.,  (N.  Y.)    HOX(EOPATHIC    ICBDICAXi    SOdBTY. 

The  ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Bagg's 
Hotel,  in  the  city  of  Utioa,  on  Tuesday  the  17th  inst.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  at  one  o'clock,  p.  m.,  by  the  Vice  President,  Dr. 
S,  0.  ScuDDER,  of  Home. 
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.  ■  After  calling  the  roll,  the  Secretary  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  meeting,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Hunger,  were  approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wells,  the  usual  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  members  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  resulted  as  follows  : 

For  President,  Dr.  S.  0.  Scudder,  of  Rome  ;  for  Vice  President, 
H.  Willis,  of  Clinton  ;  for  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  M.  M.  Gardner, 
of  Holland  Patent;  for  Censors,  Drs.  L.  B.  Wells,  J.  C.  Raymond, 
C.  J.  Hill,  and  W.  H.  Watson. 

For  Delegates  to  State  Society — J,  C.  Raymond,  S.  O.  Scadder, 
W.  B.  Stebbins,  and  H.  Willis. 

Delegates  to  the  Madison  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society — 
Dr.  L.B.  Wells  and  H.  Willis. 

Delejgates  to  the  Cayuga  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society — 
Drs.  S.  0.  Scudder  and  M.  M.  Gardner. 

Delegates  to  the  Oswego. County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society — 
Drs.  J.  C.  Raymond  and  Wm.  H.'^  Watson. 

Delegate  to  the  Otsego  County  Homoeopathic  Society — Dr.  N. 
Spencer. 

Delegates  to  the  Onondaga  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
—Drs.  A.  E.  Mung6r  and  L.  B.  Wells. 

Committee  on  Publicition — Drs.  S.  0.  Scudder  and  M.  M.  Gard- 
ner. 

Next  in  order  came  the  appointment  of  committeess  on  voluntary 
communications  : 

Dr.  S.  0.  Scudder,  Thoracic  Diseases. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Munger,  Typhoid  Fever. 

Dr.  L.  B.  Waldo,  Intermittent  Fever. 

Dr.  Wm.  Landt,  Pertussis. 

Dr.  H.  Willis,  Typhus  Fever. 

Dr.  W.  Warren,  Dysentery. 

Dr.  S.  A.  Paine,  Diseases  of  Women.  * 

Dr!  W.  H.  Watson,  Diphtheria. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Stebbins,  Cephalagia. 

Dr.  L.  Bishop,  Theory  of  Homoeopathy. 

Dr.  A.  Guiwits,  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  L.  B.  Wells,  Paralysis. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Moyer,  Diphtheria. 

Dr.  H.  Hadley,  Professional  Etiquette. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Hill,  Chronic  Diarrhoea. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Raymond,  Hectic  Fever. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Gardner,  Typhoid  Fever. 

Dr.  Wells  read  a  report  on  the  causes  of  Paralysis.  He  repojrted 
several  cases  that  had  come  under  his  observation,  showing  quite  o^on- 
elusively  that  a  partial  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm  may  be 
produced  by  the  long  and  constant  use  of  metalie  pens  and  penholders. 

Dr.  Scudder  read  a  report  on  "  Surgical  Diseases  of  Soldiers." 
He  gave  the  history  of  several  cases  that  had  come  under  his  obser- 
vation as  examining  surgeon  for  invalid   pensioners,  showmsL  '^^ 
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effects  of  gun-shot  wounds  through  different  parts  of  the  lungs.  The 
report  was  listened  to  with  interest. 

The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  was  taken  up  in  the  discussion  of 
the  treatment  of  dysentery,  in  which  nearly  all  the  members  present 
took  part. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  its  ninth  Semi-Annual 
Meeting,  at  Stanwix,  hall,  in  Rome,  on  Tuesday,  the  lOthday  of  June, 
1866,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  M.  M.  Gardner,  Secretary, 

YoT  the  Axaerican  Homoeopathio  Observer. 
HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAIi    SOCIETY    OF    WISCONSIN. 

At  a  meeting  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  held  at  the  office  of  Dr. 
Dale,  in  the  city  of  Oshkosh,  Oct.  18th,  1866,  present,  Drs.  Pearc^, 
Moore,  Page,  Patchen,  Ober,  Dale,  Clark,  Storke  and  others.  Dr. 
Pearce  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  Dale  appointed  Secretary 
pro  tern. 

On  taking  the  chair.  Dr.  Pearce  made  some  very  happy  an4  ap- 
propriate remarks,  after  which  Dr.  Patchen  addressed  the  meeting, 
and  moved  that  a  *'  State  Society  ''  be  organized,  which  was  carried. 

Drs .  Ober,  Patchen  and  Dale  were  appointed  a  *^  Committee  of 
three  by  the  Chairmaa^  to  report  on  name.  Constitution  and  By-Laws,'' 
which  committee  reported  the  following  name  :  *'  Homoeopathio  Med- 
ical Society  of  Wisconsin,"  which  was  unanimously  adopted.  Also  a 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  which  were  adopted. 

After  a  dinner  at  the  Adams  House,  they  proceeded  to  ezapiine 
the  abnormal  growth  of  the  head  of  a  child  of  Mr.  Milmore,  which  all 
agreed  in  calling  most  remarkable. 

Society  called  to  order  again  at  2^  p.  m. 

On  motion,  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  which 
resulted  as  follows  : 

Dr.  F.  J.  Patchen,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  President ;  Dr.  S.  E.  Ober, 
of  La  Crosse,  Vice  President ;  Dr.  H.  B.  Dale,  of  Oshkosh,  Secretary  ; 
Dr.  P.  Moore,  of  Nenah,  Treasurer,  and  Drs.  Pearce,  of  Green  Bay, 
M.  F.  Page,  of  Appleton,  and  G.  K.  Swetting,  of  Berlin,  as  Censors. 

The  following  Committees  were  appointed  to  report  in  full  at  the 
next  session  :  * 

Dr.  Pearce,  Venereal  Diseases.  <, 

Dr.  M.  F.  Page,  Diphtheria  and  its  sequelae. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Patchen,  Typhoid  Fever. 

Dr.  H,  B.  Dale,  Infantile  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  P.  Moore,  Scarlatina. 

Dr.  L.  E.  Ober,  Dysentery. 

Dr.  G.  R.  Swetting,  Diseases  of  Children. 

Dr.  Babcock,  Cutaneous  Diseases. 

On  motion  Dr.  Dale  was  instructed  to  procure  photographs  of  Mr. 
Milmore's  child,  at  expense  of  the  Society,  with  a  view  to  furnish- 
ing the  members  of  this  Society,  and  others,  each  with  a  copy. 

On  motion.  Resolved^  That  this  Society  cordially  invite  the  stu- 
dents of  this  State  to  participate  iii  their  discussions  and  scientific 
writings. 


AMERICAN    HOMCEOPATHIC   OBSERVER.  879 

On  motion  it  was  voted  to  send  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Society  to  the  Medical  Investigator,  American  Homceopathic  Observer 
and  Western  HomcBopathic  Observer^  for  publication. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  La  Crosse  the  third  Wednesday  in  Novem- 
ber, 1866.  H.  B.  Dale,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

D.  J.  Patghsn,  M.  D.,  President, 


Cleveland  Homoeopathic  Ck>llege  and  Prof.  E.  M.  Hale. 

We  .  re  happy  to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  difficulty  referred 
to  in  our  last  number  has  been  arranged.  Dr.  Hale  has  been  suffer- 
ing from  hsBmorrhage  from  the  lungs,  cough,  &c.,  and  cannot  even  now 
speak  for  over  ten  minutes  without  suffering.  In  such  a  condition  he 
could  not  lecture  at  Cleveland,  and  may  be  able  to  do  but  little  at 
Chicago.  The  Doctor  may  have  erred  in  permitting  an  announcement 
that  he  would  lecture  at  Chicago  before  he  resigned  at  Cleveland,  and 
the  Faculty  of  the  Cleveland  College  were  probably  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  Dr.  Hale  acted  in  bad  faith. 

The  Professorship  of  Materia  Medica  will  be  well  filled  by  Dr.  G. 
W,  Barnes,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  find  Dr.  Hale  speaking  of  Dr. 
Barnes  as  he  does  in  a  letter  received  to-day,  (Nov.  4th) : 

**  Dr.  Barnes  is  a  valued  friend  of  mine,  and  my  regret  at  not  being 
able  to  lecture  in  that  Institution,  is  mingled  with  sincere  pleasure 
in  knowing  that  they  have  secured  the  services  of  a  man  as  scholarly 
and  talented  as  I  know  Dr.  Barnes  to  be.  His  is  one  of  those  minds 
that  will  never  go  backward,  but  will  keep  pace  with  the  advance 
made  in  all  branches  of  medical  science.  If  his  life  and  health  is 
spared  he  will  prove  a  valuable  teacher  in  the  chair  of  Materia  Med- 
ica. I  assure  you  I  am  proud  of  having  such  a  man  as  a  colleague  in 
the  department  of  medicine  which  I  love  so  well.'' 


» ♦  ■« 


VALEDICTOBY. 


On  the  third  of  October,  1860,  a  Convention  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Physicians  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  held  at  Detroit,  at  which 
meeting  a  State  Society  was  organized,  which  is  now  in  successful 
operation.  We  were  at  that  time  appointed  a  committee  on  the  pub- 
lication of  a  State  Homoeopathic  Journal.  No  adequate  support  being 
offered,  the  project  was  abandoned.  We  had  several  very  good 
Journals,  yet  were  convinced  that  there  was  a  promising  field  for  use- 
fulness still  unoccupied.  We  did  not  like  the  idea  of  a  publication 
for  the  sake  of  mere  local  interests,  and  aimed  at  greater  usefulness. 
Two  years  ago  we  sent  out  the  first  number  of  the  "  American  Htrni- 
OBopathic  Observer.**  It  was  a  mere  experiment,  was  sent  out  without 
any  cover,  but  with  a  promise  that  if  the  subscriptions  shoufld  cover 
the  cost  of  printing,  we  would  exclude  advertisements  from  the  body 
of  the  Journal,  and  insert  them  in  a  cover  that  could  be  thtoHii^^'^*^ 
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in  binding.  To  our  very  great  gratification  cash  subscriptions  and 
acceptable  communications  came  in  rapidly.  *  From  that  time  our 
progress  has  been  steady.  New  subscribers  and  new  writers  have 
been  received  almost  every  week,  until  we  now  have  a  circulation 
larger  than  any  other  homeopathic  periodical  in  the  United  States. 

The  extraordinary  success  which  has  attended  the  publication,  is 
principally  to  be  attributed  to  the  valuable  corps  of  Contributors  it 
has  secured,  which  has  enabled  the  Editor  every  month  to  present 
matter  of  value  and  interest  to  all  practitioners  of  homoeopathy. 

The  services  of  quite  a  number  of  i)ther  excellent  writers  have 
been  engaged,  and  it  will  bo  the  aim  of  the  publisher  to  give  to  the 
profession  the  largest,  cheapest  and  best  Medical  Magazine  published 
in  the  United  States. 

The  American  Homceopathic  Observer  will  continue  to  notice 
whatever  is  passing  in  the  medical  world  that  may  appear  to  be  worthy  of 
observation,  and  faithfully  record  new  provings  and  improved  modes  of 
treatment.  Pledged  to  the  support  of  no  particular  College  or  party,  its 
pages  will  be  open  to  all  who  can  present  views  calculated  to  advance  our 
beneficent  art  of  healing.  Articles  which  evince  a  captious  or  hyper- 
critical spirit,  will  be  excluded,  as  heretofore,  no  matter  how  well 
written  or  who  may  be  the  writer  ;  but  no  article  will  be  rejected 
simply  because  it  may  not  accord  with  the  views  of  the  Editor.  The 
utmost  freedom  of  discussion  will  be  allowed  that  is  consistent  with 
the  character  of  the  publication.  Articles  containing  information 
which  can  aid  the  physician  in  active  practice,  although  indifferently 
written,  will  always  be  preferred  to  papers  of  a  higher  literary  char- 
acter, that  are  mainly  theoretical  or  controversial. 

We  feel  very  grateful  to  all  who  have  written  for  our  pages.  We 
ask  a  continuance  of  their  favors.  We  hope  that  all  of  our  readers 
will  remember  that  we  shall  always  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  when- 
ever they  have  anything  to  communicate  that  is  at  all  likely  to  be 
interesting  or  instructive  to  the  general  practitioner.  We  desire  also 
to  thank  our  friends  for  the  promptness  with  which  they  have  sent 
the  subscription  price  of  the  Journal.  We  have  not  been  obliged  to 
disfigure  our  pages  during  the  year  with  even  a  hint  to  subscribers 
that  they  have  forgotten  us. 

Hoping  to  present  our  Mgazine  for  the  next  year  on  better  paper, 
enlarged  in  size,  and  improved  in  every  department,  we  present  our 
fraternal  regards  to  all  our  readers. 


___   Homoeopathic  physician   wanted   at   Hubbardstown,   Mich. 
Address  Messrs,  Sunderlin  &  Corey,  Hubbardstown. 
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